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SWCD continues to team with landowners along Otter Creek Watershed

By Mike Van Sickle

Fayette County producers and/
or landowners are strongly encour-
aged to begin or continue provid-
ing input on how funding for the
ongoing Otter Creek Watershed
Project could be utilized on their
property or within the local water-
shed.

Fayette County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD)
watershed  coordinator Adam
Grim and other staff members
continue to talk to local residents
to find out what tyﬂe of practices/
projects they wish to partake.
Additional input is also welcome
in regard to any watershed issues,

roblems, and/or solutions the
andowners wish to share.

While the ongoing project was
officially approved in Januar
2013, the local NRCS/SWCD of-
fice had to await the approval of
additional funding resources.

The Otter Creek Watershed con-
sists of crop, pasture, timber and
urban areas. Located from west of
West Union to its confluence with
the Turkey River in Elgin, Otter
Creek is classified as a high quality,
cold-water stream.

The proposed Otter Creek
Watershed projects will be related
to water retention structures and
infiltration practices.

‘A handful of conservation
plans and practices have been
tackled and are in the develop-
mental stage” NRCS District
Conservationist Aaron Anderson
recently reported. “They (land-
owners/producers) have selected
practices from the toolbox, and the
available funding will help them
offset their expenses””

“The landowners don't have to
participate in this actual project,”

stressed newly hired SWCD water-
shed coordinator Adam Grim. “As
always, we cer-
tainly welcome
any conserva-
tion  practices
they would wish
to develop on
their own. That
remains a great
concept.”
“The available
Otter Creek
funding re-
sources just allow
a majority of the participants to
maximize the implementation of
their respective projects” he ex-
plained.

Anderson noted that oftentimes
many of the proposed projects will
take over a year to complete.

“The producers are provided the
flexibility in how the plan is car-
ried out. We want them to quarter-
back their projects,” he added.

While local SWCD officials have
previously observed that flood
prevention starts “at the top of
the hill,” Grim said the current fo-
cus of the Otter Creek Watershed
Project is west of Echo Valley State
Park near West Union.

At the same time, he reminded
area landowners/producers that
current plk\ns are for the project to
proceed downstream.

“Now is also the time for those
individuals and families to begin
discussing plans, so we can tackle
the issue of available funding down
the road,” he further emphasized.
“We need as much planning ahead
of time as possible from everyone”

While a majority of the Otter
Creek Watershed Project fund-
ing was secured through an Iowa
Flood Center-sponsored grant,

Adam Grim

Anderson reiterated that those
monies are just “one sliver of the
pie” A wide selection of other re-
sources remains available such
as state cost-share programs,
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP), Conservation
Innovation Grants (CIG), etc.

Fayette County SWCD began
working on watershed projects in
1989 for Glovers Creek. Additional
area watershed projects include
Nutting, Upper = Maquoketa,
Grannis Creek, Ensign Hollow,
and Mink Creek.

“Everyone in the cities and rural
communities and from the public
and private sectors within all the
watersheds are responsible for car-
ing for the future of our environ-
ment,” said Anderson. “The suc-
cess stories come directly from the
input provided by each of us (the

public). Designing the plans and
Erojects solidifies the effort and
elps steer everyone in the right
direction.”

Grim explained that all wa-
tershed projects help landown-

ers use conservation practices to
retain soil in the fields and keep

soil, nutrients and bacteria out of
the waterways, benefitting people,
wildlife, and the environment as a
whole.

“During my short time here,

OTTER CREEK
See Page 13
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Grim to serve as watershed coordinator

By Mike Van Sickle

An Ames native assumed his du-
ties on Friday, Jan. 31, as the new
Fayette County Soil and Water
Conservation District watershed
coordinator.

Adam Grim, 23, said his main
interest in the position was his de-
sire to play an active role in help-
ing improve the natural resources
of northeast lowa and improving
water quality in Fayette County
and the entire area.

“I want to get people excited
about watershed issues and pro-
vide an increased awareness of all
environmental issues surround-
ing each and every one of us,” he
added.

A 2013 Luther graduate ma-
joring in environmental studies,
Grim was previously employed
with the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources on a seasonal
basis at Decorah Fisheries and in
Guttenberg. He replaces Carrie
Davis, who was recently hired as
the new Fayette County Economic

manager.

While attending Luther, Grim
noted that the West Union
“Greenscape” (Green Pilot
Streetscape) served as a portion
of his senior project. He explained
that the study included compar-
ing the feasibility of formulating a
districtwide geothermal system in
Decorah.

“I look forward to getting to
better know the area and the lo-
cal landowners,’” added the 2009
Ballard High School graduate. “I
am equally excited to review lhe
current projects, seeing additional
proposals come into the office, and
then witnessing their implementa-
tion and the future results”

At the same time, Grim admits
he is still learning his new role in
the Fayette County area.

“My long-term goal is to help
improve the water quality in the
Otter Creek Watershed while edu-
cating the public and raising water
quality awareness,” he closed.
welcome the concerns of the ent)re
community to deal with this com-

.Developmenl./ In‘urlsm market- ronissue’
ing/communications program
~———— Quality Service since 1947

Grim can be contacted at the
local USDA Natural Resources

Conservation Service (NRCS)
Office at (563) 422-3868, Ext. 3.

NRCS District conservationist Aaron Anderson (left) promptly began up-
dating newly hired Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District
watershed coordinator Adam Grim on the local Otter Creek watershed

Project. (Mike Van Sickle photo)
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Emerald Ash
Borer monitoring
concludes

Richard

Kittelson recently
completed the last Emerald
Ash Borer monitoring that
will occur in eastern Towa. Al
though his report documents
no new infestations, other re-
ports of EAB in eastern lowa
were not so favorable, As a re
sult, the DNR has placed a ban
on wood movement through
out Eastern Iowa and will no
longer monitor for EAB. The
RC&D Board of Directors will
need to consider what this
means for Northeast Towa and
if our orgnaization should take
action.
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Water quality demonstration
applications available

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture
Bill Northey

announced
Wednesday,
Feb. 5, that
the Iowa
Department
of Agriculture
and Land
Stewardship
(IDALS)  has
issued a re-
quest for ap-
plications for
targeted water-
shed demon-
stration  proj-
ects focused on water quality.
Potential projects have until 5 p.m.
Monday, March 31, to apply for the
funds.

“These demonstration proj-
ects allow farmers to see how wa-
ter quality practices can work on
farms in their area and help us
make an impact on water quality;”
Northey said. “We are excited to
get some additional demonstra-
tion projects up and running to
start working with farmers this
summer and fall”

Projects must be within the
nine large priority watersheds that
have been identified by the Towa
Water Resources Coordinating
Council (WR( The nine pri
ority watersheds are the Turkey,
: Floyd, West Nishnabotna, East
: Nishnabotna, North Raccoon,
Boone, South Skunk, Skunk, and
Middle Cedar.

These nine large watersheds,
also known as HUCS watersheds,
include 429 subwatersheds, or
HUCI2 watersheds. Applications
will be accepted for projects fo-
cused on a single subwatershed
within the priority watersheds, or
for projects that group multiple
subwatersheds into a single appli-
cation.

Bill Northey

Projects will include concen-
trated efforts to demonstrate con-
servation practices paired with
strong outreach/education com-
ponents to disseminate informa-
tion on these practices in order to
promote increased awareness and
adoption of available practices and
technologies for achieving reduc-
tions in nutrient loads to surface
waters.

Successful projects will serve
as local and regional hubs for dem-
onstrating practices and providing
practice information to farmers,
peer networks, and local commu-
nities.

Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, watershed groups and
other nongovernmental organiza-
tions are eligible to submit applica-
tions. Projects will be allowed up
to three years for initial project du-
ration with the possibility of future
extensions depending on future
funding availability and project
performance.

The Department will make
available up to $2.5 million to sup-
port demonstration projects over
their initial duration period not to
exceed three years.

Applications will be reviewed
byacommittee including represen-
tatives from the Department, Jowa
State University, lowa Department
of Natural Resources, USDA
Natural Resources Conservation
Service, the University of Northern
Iowa, and the University of Iowa.

Recommendations from the
committee will be utilized to ad-
vise the selections made by IDALS.

Project applications, which in-
clude a map of priority watersheds,
can be found on the Department’s
website at www.lowaAgriculture.

ov, under “Hot Topics” or can
e requested by contacting the
Departments Division of Soil
Conservation at (515) 281-5851.

Tabloid designed
and printed by
The Fayette County Union/Fayette Publishing

Helping our neighbors ™

for years

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2012 through JUNE 30, 2013

Watershed Account

CRP UPDATES

Submitted by FSA
(Farm Service Agency)
The Fayette County FSA of-

Beginning Balance $ 218126 L .
fice is in the process of mailing
Receipts out mid contract management
Money Market Transfers packets to all producers who are
Nuiting Creek Section 319 Funding ~ $ 9,300.00 scheduled for 2014 activities.
Nutting Creek SWCD Funds 4,000.00 With spring right around the cor-
Upper Otter Creek WIRB Funds 15,875.00 ner it is critical you start the plan-
Upper Otter Creck SWCD Funds 9,000.00 ning process early.
Total Receipts $ 38,175.00 The Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) will
TOTAL $ 4035626 help you with any questions you
may have about the options ac-
Expeittes ceptable for your CRP practice.
Nutting Creek If you have not decided which
2::::;";‘83"’“’“ $ f?'go MCM activity to complete, please
Federal Taxss 486'2: set up a time to review your plan
Fealdh i with NRCS immediately.
IPERS s Spring bumu’lg'has become a
Payroll 758000 popular MCM choice, but plan-
Service Charga - ning an alternative MCM activity
State Unemployment Tax 7.56 Is a must in case Mother Nature
Transfer to Money Market 4,000.00 does not allow you to burn, or
Transfers to Payroll Savings a contractor cannot get the job
Federal Taxes 97051 completed. Extensions are dis-
IPERS 1,009.02 couraged and will not be ad-
State Taxes 244,00 dressed until all planning op-
Unused Nutting Creek 4® Year Funds ~ 443.12 tions have been exhausted.
Please make the necessary
Upper Otter Creek — WIRB arran%ements to get your practice
Accounting Services 125.00 completed BEFORE May 15 or
Payroll 9,570.00 AFTER August 1. Absolutely no
Transfers to Payroll Savings MCM activities are to be com-
Federal Taxes 2,388.45 pleted during the primary nesting
IPERS 1,747.48 season.
State Taxes 361.00 Failure to perform planned
management activities accord-
Total Expenses $ 29,681.75 ing to a conservation plan will
result in a determination of
Ending Balance 6/30/13 $10.674.51 non-compliance.
FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2012 through JUNE 30, 2013
Farm Record
oo Changes
Beginning Balance $ 25404.76
il Submitle}i by FSA
Interest 26794 (Farm Service Agency)
In anticipation of a new Farm
Total Receipts s 26754 Bill the Fayette County FSA office
TOTAL STEN is encouraging producers to report
their farm changes for the upcom-
Expes O Chono b BT BT 256m.70 ing year. This includes but is not
limited to recently purchased land,
Total Expenses $ 2567270 newly rented land that will be
brought into the farming opera-
Ending Balance 6/30/13 S, M tion, changes in farm ownership to
an Entity/ Trust/or Corporation,
s and recently created Estates.
Beginning Balance $ 2541506 It is very important that your
farm records reflect accurate in-
formation to retain full eligibility
Lot = for future FSA/NRCS programs.
Total Receipts S 26805 Making these necessary record
TOTAL 25,683.11 changes now will save you time
this spring and will allow your
Expeases local FSA Office to make these
CD Closed to SWCD Foundation 25,683.11 changes in an eﬂ‘lcient manner.
Totl Expenses S 25.683.11 Please contact ‘the Fayette
County FSA office with any ques-
Ending Balance 6/30/13 5 000 tions (563)-422-5770, Ext. 2.

Local families have depended on us for quality
insurance protection and friendly, personal
service for decades. For coverage and service
you can depend on, call us today.

REINSURA A’L‘EMS///H 1909°

A Policy of Working Together
Woodard Insurance Service Company

114 S. Vine Street, West Union « 563-422-3831
Dick Woodard » 563-422-5777 » cell 563-380-8882

\ www.woodard-insurance.com

FreedomBank salutes lowa farm families,
and looks forward to working with you.
We appreciate your importance to the economy

and understand your business needs.
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FreedomBank
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Elkader Monona Postville
245-2522 539-2015 864-7441

www.myfreedomaccount.com
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Educational Field Day

by Tamara Buitenwerf, Soil Conservationist

As a soil conservationist with
the Natural Resources Conserva-
tionist, one of my favorite activities
is attending the District’s annual 3%
grade field day. When the field day
rolled around this J'ear, I took the
day off of work and participated in
the field day as a mom, not a profes-
sional. Knowing that I've written
about the field day in recent years,
my third grader asked if he could

Valley 3 grader, Scott Buitenwerf,
talks, I type his account of the day...

We rode the bus to the farm
this morning. We got off the bus
and rode in the hay rack down to
our first station. We learned about
fish and their habitats. The leader
let us touch the fish and some of my
friends that like to fish like me were
able to answer questions they asked
us. At the tree station we learned

write the article this year. As my

your financial future on time tested
principles, not market trends. Who's
helping you bulld your financial future?
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Scott Buitenwerf

about trees, They're kind of like fish - you can
tell how old they are by the rings they ?mvc, If
you have to pick up nuts, you should use that
cool rolling-thing, I think it was called a nut

atherer, that picks up the nuts so you don't

ave to bend over. We also planted a tree
while in the open area. I hope it gets enough
sunlight to grow. We walked through the
trees as part of the wildlife station. There were
some cool stuffed animals - they were real but
not alive - throughout the area that we looked
for. It was fun trying to make different ani-
mal sounds. Remember Mr. Duren mom?
He was really good at making animal sounds.
I'm good at making some o?the sounds. At
the bee station, we learned that spraying can
hurt bees. We should be careful about what
we spray. Sarah and I were lucky and we got
to try on the bee keeper’s hat and veil that they
use so they don't get stung. Did you know that
boy bees are lazy? Lunch was my favorite. I
got to see some of my friends from North that
I play soccer with. Plus you brought me a des-
sert for my lunch and I liked that. At the soil
station that guy showed us soils the size of a
volleyball, and golf ball, and one more. They
represented sand, silt, and clay. The pieces
were so small we couldn’t see each individual
part of soil. That’s what grows our food and
we need to take care of it. They made a cool
maze in the field and we walked through the
corn to the next station. Mr. Jensen was silly

Returning volunteer Bob Fassbinder once again educated the children on bees
and beekeeping during the 2013 Educational Field Day.

mom. I hope he didn't really think
that coconut was an egg. My class
was really smart and we could an-
swer the questions easy! He thought
our teacher prepared us before-
hand but we're just smart students.
Did you know that Mrs. [Amber]
Linderbaum went to the field day
when she was in third grade? Ra-
chel was eroding the soiFwilh water
and wasn't supposed to smile and be
I&:}gpy about it but she kept smiling.

en the water hit the soil, it ran off
and some of the soil ran off with it.
That happens when we have heavy
rain and nothing growing to cover it,
right? It was really, really fun when
we chased the tire down l}w hill. The
tire was soil and we were eroding

right down the hill with it. When I

got back to school my teacher gave
me a Whobuddies comic book and
some trading cards. Whobuddies
are owls that care about their en-
vironment. [ had a fun day today.
I wish that all parents could join
their third grader next year. I bet
they would like it too,

The 3 grade educational
field day is an annual event host-
ed by the Fayette County Soil &
Water Conservation District. In
its 21" year, the educational field
day hosted 13 schools and 461
students. The District is grateful
for the many hands that make this
event possible each year.

With the help of the participating students, Fayette County SWCD Commissioner Richard
Jensen discussed erosion as part of the annual Educational Field Day.

A
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FINANCIAL REPORT
OF STATE FUNDS
July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2613

IM Budget Allocation $ 2,000.00
Supplemental Allocation $ 800.00
Commissioner Expenses $ 2,116.21
Office Expenses $  683.79
FY2012

State Cost-Share Allocation $ 31,543.00
Supplemental $ 12,057.54
Obligated $ 16,544.40
Spent $ 27,038.61
Balance $ 17.53
REAP Forestry/Native Grasses Allocation $ 13,500.00
Obligated $ 6,488.29
Spent $  5853.00
Balance $ 1,158.71
REAP Practices Allocation $ 6,653.13
Obligated $  2,364.00
Spent $  4,230.00
Balance $ 59:13
Otter Creek WIRB

Obligated $ 100,000.00
Spent $ 29,962.63
Balance $ 70,037.37

SWCD scholarship winner

Anthony “Tony” Moellers, son of Jason and Lori Moellers of rural West Union, is the
2013 Fayette County Soil & Conservation District Scholarship Award winner.

Tony has chosen to continue his education in lowa State University’s College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences. While pursuing a BS degree in agronomy and agricultural
business, he plans to start a career with a sce§ company or ag hnancia{institutinn.

He hopes to one day own an acreage and continue the family tradition in agriculture.

“I believe in the future of agriculture’ is the opening line to the FFA Creed, which I
have lived by for the past four years,” noted Moellers in his scholarship application. “To
some, these words mean nothing. To me, these words mean everything.

“Being a farmer and an active FFA member, 1 am aware of the many issues we face
today. World hunger is a problem that needs to be solved. I want to make a difference in
agriculture today, for I truly believe in the future of this industry,” he closed.

A 2013 North Fayette graduate, Tony was active in FFA, Student Council, Peer Helpers,
National Honor Society, speech, drama, choir, and Danceline.

Outside of school, he participated in American Legion Boys State, the Alzheimer’s
Memory Walk, Fayette County Fair, Bushels for Scholars, Washington Leadership
Conference, various church activities, the Good Samaritan Society’s Belgian Waffle
Supper, painting a school in Costa Rica, and packing meals for people of Haiti.

...and everyone here at
Kerndt Brothers Savings
Bank is proud to work with
all of the local farmers |

who practice soil & water
conservation!

600 Boyson Rd. NE 370 Main Street
Cedar Rapids, |A 52402 Lansing, lowa 52151

(319) 378-8100 (563) 538-4231
200 Mill Street Toll-Free (800) 577-5272
Clermont, lowa 52135 205 North Vine Street

(563) 423-5267 West Union, lowa 52175

= . 315 West Chestnut Street  (563) 422-6072
Savings Ba nk Harpers Ferry, lowa 52146 Toll-Free (800) 568-4235
o) IS Fey,
. A & W (563) 586-2166
Your Financial Family Since 1856
5 Online banking and EZ Bill Pay at

2 FDI€ www.kerndtbrothers.com

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2012 through JUNE 30, 2013

District Revolving Fund

Beginning Balance $ 781.80
Receipts
Money Market Transfers — IM Funds $ 2,800.00
Money Market Transfers 16,371.47
Total Receipts $ 19,171.47
TOTAL $ 19,953.27
Expenses
Ameri Corp Agreement $ 2,812.50
ATV 330.65
Computer 533.89
Developmental Grant 874.70
Donations 2,550.00
Education 4,554.91
Fayette SWCD Foundation Legal Fees 384.00
Houg Expense 204.00
IM Commissioner 2,116.21
IM Office 683.79
Meeting Expense 203.12
Office Supplies 985.13
Postage Meter 177.36
Tree Expense 25.00
Unused Water Quality Funds 1,500.00
Water Quality Monitoring 500.00
Total Expenses $ 18,435.26
Ending Balance 6/30/13 § 1,518.01

Conservation affects us all...

and we are proud to salute those
who join us in the cause!

/ Visit our website to see how you
ALLAMAKEE can conserve energy at home!
= CLAYTON

www.dCre€C.com

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative m
—_—
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Summary Conservation Practices Planned Applied FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Access Control (472) (ac) 510 145 ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Brush Management (314) (ac) 1 RUCShALES ren gk UNE 30,2013
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan 2
- Written (102) (no)
Conservation Cover (327) (ac) 253 113] Money Market Savings
Conservation Crop Rotation (328) (ac) 7,728 6,423] b Bl ocias
Contour Buffer Strips (332) (ac) 3 27| Receipts
Contour Farming (330) (ac) 1,891 192 Farm Bill 12 Funds-CDI §$ 347850
Farm Bill 12 Amend Funds - IDALS 561.15
Cover Crop (340) (ac) 308 501 Farm Bill 13 Funds - IDALS 1,809.00
Critical Area Planting (342) (ac) 423 4 IM Allocation & Supplemental 2,800.00
Early Successional Habitat 13 | I;m e . ;3(5)'88
ce Fun ,300.
Development/Management (647) (ac) Supporter Clth B
Farmstead Energy Improvement (374) (no) 6 1 Transfers from Technical Account 1,000.00
. Transfers from Watershed Account 4,000.00
Fence (382) (ft) 20,435 16,645 UIU Unused Water Monitoring Funds 250.00
5 Upper Otter Creek — WIRB Funds 15,875.00
Field Border (386) (ac) 337 Water Quality Monitoring Funds 1,500.00
Filter Strip (393) (ac) 70 32
Firebreak (394) (ft) 1,733 Total Receipts $ 41,194.01
Forage and Biomass Planting {512) (ac) 234 117 AT R s
Forest Management Plan - Written (106) 2
(HO) Expenses
Forest Stand Improvement (666) (ac) ¥ 19 TIM Transfers to Checking $ 2,800.00
e ransfers to Checkin; 16,371.47
Grade Stabilization Structure (410) (no) 1 T msfmzpmu :uvings 299; 3
Grassed Waterway (412) (ac) 279 20, Transfers to Technical Account 9,687.15
Heavy Use Area Protection (561) (ac) 2 0| Transfers to Watershed Account 38,175.00
Herbaceous Weed Control (315) (ac) 480 Total B $ 6733356
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) (595) 706 16
(ac) Ending Balance 6/30/13 S 30,092.89
Livestock Pipeline (516) (ft) 3,177
Nutrient Management (590) (ac) 830 162
Prescribed Burning (338) (ac) 63 11 FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Prescribed Grazing (528) (ac) 57 109 ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Pumping Plant (533) (no) 1 JULY 1, 2012 through JUNE 30, 2013
Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch
Till (345) (ac) PR 1338
Residue and Tillage Management, No-
Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed (329) (ac) 053 Sl Technical Account
:’«'eiidue Management, Mulch Till (329B) 37 Beginning Balance $ 1,403.13
ac
Riparian Forest Buffer (391) (ac) 7 Receipts
Roof Runoff Structure (558) (no) 1 2 Farm Bill 12 Funds - CDI $§ 3,478.50
Stripcropping (585) (ac) 143 143 Farm Bill 12 Funds — IDALS 3,838.50
Subsurface Drain (606) (ft) 7,080 Farm B'xll 12 Amend Funds - IDALS 561.15
Terrace (600) (ft) 47,556 5,225 Farm Bill 13 Funds — IDALS 1,809.00
Tree/Shrub E.stabhshmer!t (612) (ac) 59 60, Total Receipts S 9.687.15
Tree/Shrub Site Preparation (490) (ac) 76|
Underground Outlet (620) (ft) 5,813 6,986 TOTAL $ 11,0928
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) 1,306 1,007
(ac) Expenses
Waste Storage Facility (313) (no) 2 2 Accounting Services $  150.00
Waste Transfer (634) (no) 1 Payroll 4331.19
LWater and Sediment Control Basin (638) Transfers to Money Market Savings 1,000.00
(no) 1 Transfers to Payroll Savings
Watering Facility (614) (no) 2 Federal Taxes 907.10
Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management ” IPERS 331.42
(644) (ac) State Taxes 85.00
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (380) Unused Farm Bill 12 Funds 360.00
() 630 1,970,
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Renovation (650) 460 Total Expenses $ 7,164.71
(ft)
Conservation System Plans (no) 162 159 Ending Balance 6/30/13 3,925.57
Conservation System Acres (ac) 13,787 13,185
Dollars Obligated
New Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP) contracts 1 514,956
New Environmental Quality Incentives
Program Contracts (EQIP) 14 $197,630
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FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
JULY 1, 2012 throngh JUNE 30, 2013 ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2012 through JUNE 30, 2013

Payroll Savings Account
Beginning Balance $ 320 CD 6
Receipts Beginning Balance $ 424559

Interest .90

Transfers from Money Market Savings S 29994 Receipts

Transfers from Technical Account 1,034.74

Transfers from Watershed Account 7,009.24 fafrrest A2
Total Receipts $ 834482 Total Receipts $ 3835

TOTAL $ 834802 TOTAL $ 428394
Expenses

4 = Expenses

Federal Taxes 4,566.00 i

IPERS 3.087.92 CD Closed to SWCD Foundation 4,283.94

State Taxes 690.00

Total Expenses $ 428394

Total Expenses $ 834392
Ending Balance 6/30/13 ¥ 40 Ending Balance 6/30/13 $ 0.00

1490 Village Creek Drive
(approx. 7 mi. east of Waukon)
Purchase with 3 Acres
or entire parcel!
See Deb!

HOMESTEAD

I‘mft;:::;:lm‘k ;\?‘nﬁﬁe?’
12125 Apple Road
- Elgin -
10.06 Acres!
See Lisa!

22445 X Avenue

- Sumner -
4.5 Acres!

See Janet!

oliT\Realty

563-422-32
or 800-643-3277
306 Hwy. 150 S., West Union, IA
www.HomesteadlowaRealty.com

7803 Filmore Road Debbie Merrill

- West Union -

3+ Acres!
See Deb!

Soil conservation is a set of management strategies for prevention
of soil being eroded from the Earth's surface or becoming chemically
altered by overuse, acidification, salinization or other chemical soil
contamination. It is a component of environmental soil science.

Water & Soil Conservation is key to obtaining a healthy tomorrow.

& EXCAVATION

Cory Bacon, Owner

563-864-7602

370 N. Bancroft, Postville, 1A

CROP INSURANCE oﬁ
NORTHEAST IOWA, LLC

CHRIS STRONG
CELL (563) 419-1723

JiM FUHRMAN
CELL (563) 8800767

MARY SCHMITT-HEMESATH
CELL (563) 380-0021

JiM BOELMAN
CELL (563) 3800743

19103 DOGWOOOD ROAD

ELGIN, lowA 52141

(563) 426-1045 4

Serving area landowners

for 119 Years!

Maynard Savings Bank is proud of it’s long
partnership with area landowners and is proud to
support their conservation efforts.

~ Since 1895 ~
) Maynard - 563-637-2289

&’/ Hazleton - 319-636-2431 (&

FDIC SEREGS

QURFOOS

www.maynardsavingsbank.com
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A HISTORY LESSON ON
SOIL CONSERVATION

By Vince Sitzmann

Hugh Hammond Bennett, otherwise known as the “father of soil
conservation” was a soil surveyor with the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA). In 1928 Bennett co-wrote a publication, titled, “Soil
Erosion: A National Menace” which helped establish scientific credibility
about the repercussions of erosion and inspired others to take initiative
on the erosion problems within the United States.

In 1937, Bennett was presenting to-a congressional subcommittee in
Washington D.C. and timed his presentation to coincide perfectly with
the arrival of a severe dust storm. As Bennett flung open the window he
shouted “Gentleman, get ready because here comes Oklahoma” so the
story goes.  Soon thereafter the Soil Conservation Service was estab-
lished as a permanent agency within USDA, with Bennett as its director.
This was the first constitutional act in the history of this or any other na-
tion that sought to control and prevent soil erosion, flooding, and other
threats to our natural resources. Not long after, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt sent a letter to all the governors recommending that each state
adopt their own laws. Iowa’s Governor Wilson adopted the law and by
1940 Towass first Soil and Water District was formed by three townships
in Marion County.

Today we have 100 SWCDs in 99 counties, that are represented by
500 Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners. Five non-
partisan Commissioners are elected from each district and are entrusted
with many responsibilities including the prevention of excessive soil ero-
sion and conservation of our soil resources. No small task considerin
Iowa has 36 million acres, 92,300 farms and 25 million acres of crop lan(f
Towa also ranks number one nationally in the production of corn, soy-
beans, pork and chicken.

In 1973, the lowa legislature enacted the cost share program for to
help promote conservation. Throughout the past 40 years, over 254 mil-
lion dollars have been leveraged with funds from private landowners and
farmers through the SWCDs to conserve and protect our soil resources.
Hundreds of tﬁousands of acres are now protected with no-till and strip

till, terraces, waterways, grade stabilization structures, buffers, cover
crops, and other practices that save millions of tons of soil from washing
off our fields and into our waterways.

Who could have imagined that one man’s passion for soil conserva-
tion, along with a little dust in the wind in the 1930, could have spurred
a conservation ethic that spans the world and touches each and every
acre of our farms?

Contact our

lenders today to

see how they can
help you grow
and prosper! A

101 Church St., Spillville Your locally owned

563-562-3674 Epic bank since 1908 @&

Riparian Buffers

Improved Water Quality for ITowa
and
Increased Profits for Landowners

Conservation Reserve Programs (CRP) are targeting one of our most valuable resources - water.
Riparian buffers are a fancy name for trees planted along a stream. In most areas of Iowa, the natural
buffers of grasses and trees that would filter the water have been removed to create more cropland.
Farming next to the stream results in a direct route for soil, nutrients and herbicides to reach the stream.
Water sources in the ground can be destroyed in a very short time, but may take hundreds or thousands
of years to restore. Riparian buffers put the natural vegetation back in place to filter out the soil, nutri-
ents, and herbicides. Planting trees also improves wilflife cover, natural beauty of Towa and can qualify
you for property tax exemptions after your CRP contract expires.

The state of Iowa is the big winner in this program, but landowners can also increase income from
their land by planting riparian buffers. The Riparian Buffer Program, or CP22 Practice, is a continuous
signup program lo establish cover on some of our most fragile areas. You can walk into the NRCS and
ESA offices anytime and apply, and the NRCS office will determine what land is eligible. If you have
pasture land or crop land that has a creek running through it, you will likely have land that qualifies.

The CP22 practice involves planting trees on an area 180 ft. wide on both sides of the stream. The
program will pay 50% of the costs of planting trees, and if funding is available you are eligible for an
additional 40% cost sharing, bringing the total to 90%. The average cost of tree planting is $600 per acre.
You will be required to maintain the trees, which involves spraying herbicides for weed control and
mowing, until the trees are established. As with most CRP practices, the Riparian Buffer program pays
an annual rental payment to the landowner. Today’s rental rates average $80/acre on marginal pasture-
land, which is quite comparable to the average cattle grazing lease. Cropland rental rates can often times
be much higher.

If you have already sold the livestock, are thinking about
selling the livestock, or are tired of fixing fence every time it
rains, you should check into this program. Your pasture land
may be more valuable than you think, and you will be helping
to imlfarovc water quality, wildlife habitat, and the quality of
Towa for everyone.

Jason Walker, District Forester
621 Beck St.

Charles City, lowa 50616
641-228-6611

% CitiZenS ._ |

104 4th St. NW, Fort Atkinson
jc 563-534-7211

aptimum

AQUAmax
Minimize Risk
& Maximize
Productivity

Provide top-end yield potential
under optimal growing
conditions and improve yield
stability under drought stress.

(35 Schroeder reed & seed

RAONEER- ™ 213 w. witbur, Hawkeye » 563-427-5310

7432 U Avenue, Oelwein 'tg,_ P
Acreage with 8.9 acres, Bt
5-bedrooms, attached
2-stall garage and other
outbuildings, in WC school
district, all for $164,900!

B 563-578-8899

ud to salute our conservationists!

Town & Country Real Estate

215 N. Railroad, Sumner * Connie Rochford, Broker

Check out our other listings online at: www.towncountryhome.com

Farm Insurance
- can be tough to
plow through...

" Before you start planing this year,
it's a good idea to review your farm insurance coverage
to ensure your farming operation is properly covered.

Let our knowledgeable, friendly staff help you find
coverage to fit your individual protection needs!

TyAL Kelly & Miller Insuranc

Insurance s for Town and Farm 144 S. Main, Fayette - 563-425-4564

APOLICY OF WORKING TOGETHER. Lisa Kelly ¢ Lyle Miller
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onservation
Protects Your‘ Land & Investment

Adequate
Insurance

See Your Nearest Agent:

Michael Insurance Agency  Bushman Insurance
West Union - (563) 422-6081  Ossian - (563) 562-9207

michaelinsurance@qwestoffice.net agency@bushmaninsurance.com

Kelly & Miller Agency
Fayette - (563) 425-4569
kellymillerins@iowatelecom.net

A&] Petersburg Agency
Decorah - (563) 382-3627
agency@ajpetersburg.com
Hintz-Ziegler-Miller Agency
Oelwein - (563) 283-1555

lyle@hzml.com

Don Anderson Agency
Cresco - (563) 883-8012

donanderson@harmonytel.net

Kerndt Brothers Agency CIA Insurance Agency
Lansing - (563) 538-4207 Cresco - (563) 547-2382
kbia@kerndtbrothers.com ciainfo@ciains.biz

NMI Agency Leslie White Agency

Decorah - (563) 382-9695

norwegian1871@norwegianmutual.net

FARITUAL

Decorah Office
Jim Clarke, Manager - Steve Hildebrand, Adjuster
Judy Ehler, April Hamilton & Charity Kuboushek - Agents

Clermont - (563) 423-5913

insure@acegroup.cc

NORWEGIAN MUTUAL

INSURANCE ASSOC.

119 East Water - DECORAH - 563-382-9695

uing need for lifetime stewards

By Richard Jensen

Being a conservation farmer isn't that hard. It is difficult to un-
derstand why everybody wouldn’t be one. Having one gully less than
that guy down the road doesn't mean you are a steward of the land or a

&l onservation farmer.

We who recognize the landscape as often being abused and mis-
used are alarmed. Far too many acres of the land are operated by producers who are de-
tached from any obligation or responsibility toward the health of their land. As commis-
sioners and conservation farmers we are dedicated to replace this reckless behavior with a
more responsible, sustainable approach. After many years of advocating more ethical land
treatment, I see myself as a watch dog with laryngitis...I'm not heard, but I'm still on duty.

As food producers, American farmers have no equal. They have proven themselves
over and over again by responding to the call for more and more food and fiber. Blessed
with fertile soil and good weather, these willing producers are the source of life for mil-
lions of hungry families around the world. With the use of the latest inventions and the
newest technology, the crop is planted, cared for, harvested and marketed with meticu-
lous attention to%e details. Every purchase, every decision and every marketing move is
based on how it will affect their profit- and loss-statement. The net-worth statement can
rapidly erode if unforeseen problems lower yields.

Unfortunately, less consideration is given to the integrity of the living soil that enabled
all the other inputs to successfully produce the crop. Healthy soil is as important to the
Crop as air pressure is to a tire. Neglecting maintenance on either will lead to failure and
ruin. The tire is easily replaced; however, the soil is destroyed forever.

‘The amazing marvels of modern technology that farmers utilize in their fields to grow
food is minute compared to the complexity of the soil-root relationship. Being apathetic
about the two most important elements that sustain all life, soil and water, is unacceptable.
Join with us, along wilE many other stewards of the land, and care for your land as though
your life depended upon it. In the end, it does.

We look forward to visiting with you on your farm or at the NRCS office. If the response
is great enough, I might not have to write another article.
ke

i Thank You

By William Bennett }

‘The Fayette Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and Fayette SWCD
Foundation would like to thank all of the people who have contributed to the Fayette
SWCD Foundation supgoner club. !

Because of you, the SWCD has been able to accomplish many things that would
not have been done without your support. With your sup}mrt’, the SWCD was able to
provide additional staff for the office, transportation fees for all Fayette 1 sgréok
to attend the education field day for third grade students, provide a sch: a
high school student "‘mdiﬁ college in an ag related field, monetary awards for poster
contest winners in K-12 in all Fayette county schools, equipment for field of

ractices, and working with Northeast lowa Resource Conservation and Development
RC&D) in helping small businesses start or l§mw e

The SWCD would also like to thank the Fayette County Supervisors for the contin-

ued support of the SWCD and Northeast lowa RC & D. - Rl Pt
, ; K

r

That Lovely Homely Brush

By Paul Hoeger

As we hunker down this winter with rible toll in soil lost over the last decades.
bi-weekly snowstorms and day after day Even with conservation practices that have
of sub zero tempera- been implemented the
tures, the disagree- damage done to fields
able weather should and stream banks is
serve as a reminder unacceptable if we
of the hardships Iowa want to maintain and
wildlife endures in preserve the land and
order to survive ev- resources we have been
ery year. charged with manag-

When the wind ing.
howls and the sleet
and snow are blow-
ing horizontally
across the landscape,

Imagine  how
much worse this deci-
mation and scarring
of the land would be

heasants, grouse, quail and other wildlife

enefit greatly from scrub trees and brush
in un-farmable areas. This is especially true
for the land along creeks and streams where
the brush does double duty in stabilizing
the creek or stream bank while providing
wildlife habitat.

During the last couple of years I have
seen many stream banks being severely
manicured and clear cut in order to farm
closer to the waterway. It seems to me that
this practice provides minimum return at a

reat loss to wildlife and an increased threat
or soil erosion. A few extra feet of corn or
soybeans along a stream offer little return
even at the recent years inflated grain pric-
es.

What is worth more, a couple of bush-
els of grain or a sanctuary for wildlife and
tons of fertile soil? The answer is obvious.
Heavy equipment can destroy in minutes
what would take years to reestablish. Trees
require decades to grow, and the soil lost to
erosion is irreplaceable. Extreme rainfall
that occurs in a short time has taken a ter-

without the efforts of conservation minded
people.

I understand the need and desire to
clean fence lines of equipment snagging
trees and of course we are required to keep
buffer strips clear of parasitical trees and
bushes but there are many places where a
couple of trees or a stand of dogwood are
inoffensive and beneficial.

The next time you look at some crooked
old willows or a clump of brush in the cor-
ner of a field or along a stream don't think
how ugly it appears, but how it adds to the
landscape providing shelter for wildlife and
stabilization for the soil. This is one of the
rare times when doing nothing may be the
best thing. Leave what nature %ms created.

Clean the weeds and brush from farm
yards, manicure your lawn, although a rain
garden can be attractive and functional, ,
clean brush from fence lines if you must but
leave trees and brush along creeks, streams
and rivers to protect the banks, provide
shelter for wildlife and preserve the land-
scape for future generations.
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by Jason Johnson,

Public Affairs Specialist, USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Des Moines

lowa ranks among national lead-
ers in Farm Bill contracts awarded
to farmers and landowners, ac-
cording to a recent report released
by U.S. Department of Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack. The report
highlights the value of public-pri-
vate conservation efforts and re-
cord conservation results achieved
by farmers, private landowners and
USDA since 2009.

“This report demonstrates the
commitment of lowa producers
to conserve the natural resources
on their farms,” says Jay Mar, state
conservationist for USDAs Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). “With pressures growing
to produce more crops on L%xe same
or fewer acres, we need to empha-
size sustainable agriculture for fu-
ture generations.”

EQIP

From 2009 to 2012 lowa ranked
fourth nationally for number of
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQP) contracts, with
5,364. During that span, NRCS
helped farmers treat about 440,000
acres with conservation practices
such as cover crops, nutrient man-
agement, livestock waste facilities,
terraces, grassed waterways, and
rotational grazing systems. lowa
NRCS provided nearly $92 million
in financial assistance to farmers
to plan and install these practices.
Only Texas, California and Missis-
sippi awarded more EQIP contracts
during that time span than Towa.

NRCS offers financial and tech-
nical assistance to install or imple-
ment structural, vegetative and
management practices on eligible

the nation’s most popular conserva-
tion program.
CSp

NRCS began accepting applica-
tions for the Conservation Stew-
ardship (CSP) in 2010, awarding
farmers for existing conservation
success and encouraging additional
conservation performance through
practice enhancements. Since the
program’s inception, lowa ranks
third in the nation for the number
of CSP contracts with 2,745 - trail-
ing only Minnesota and Missouri.
In fact, these three states

rolled in CRP are 10-15 years. Prac-
tices could include planting native
vegetation throughout an entire
field, installing a filter strip to buffer
cropland from a stream, or install-
ing a wetland or pond for environ-
mental protection.
WRP

lowa ranked ninth for the most
new wetland easement contracts
in the same four-year span, with
169, through the Wetlands Reserve
Program (WRP). Private landown-
ers restore, protect and/or enhance

wetlands on their property through
WRP. The new wetland easements
cover 15,710 acres at a federal cost
of nearly $59 million

Wetlands provide wildlife habi-
tat, improve water quality, reduce
flooding, recharge groundwater,
and protect hioingec(nl diversity.
WRP can often relieve the bur-
den of trying to farm marginal
lands, providing an economic gain
through a conservation easement.
GRP

With 27 contracts, lowa ranked

USDA Report Shows Iowa Near Top in Conservation Program Enrollments

fifth in the nation for number of
new Grassland Reserve Program
(GRP) contracts between 2009 and
2012. Through GRP, landowners
voluntarily use a rental contract or
conservation easement to protect
working grasslands, including hay
land, pastureland, or native grass
lands.

For information about conserva
tion programs In lowa, visit the
NRCS website at www.ia.nrcs.usda.

gov.

each awarded more CSP
contracts than the lowest
21 states combined.

Through CSP, Iowans
treated nearly 1.5 million
acres with conservation
practices such as no-till to
reduce soil erosion, cover
crops to scavenfze residual
nitrogen, and split nitrogen
applications to reduce nu-
trient runoff. Towa NRCS
obligated more than $38
million to farmers from
2010 to 2012 through CSP.
CRP

Between 2009 and
2012, Towa ranked first in
the nation for the num-
ber of contracts through
the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP). Adminis-
tered by the USDAs Farm
Service Agency, lowa land-
owners signed 39,148 CRP
contracts covering 549,729
acres. This program pays
landowners an annual
rental payment for agree-
ing to remove sensitive
land from agricultural pro-
duction .m& planting spe-
cies that improve environ-
mental health and quality.

Contracts for land en-

EXCELERATOR'

Accelerate Resndue Breakdown

hl Videos at www.KuhnKrause.com You %)

Franzen Sales & Service

2724 State Highway 24, Fort Atkinson, I1A

agricultural land through EQIP -

563-534-2724 - www.franzensales.com

Fayette County Corn and

Soybean Association’s Annual Banquet

Saturday, March 8, 2014

Social hour: 6 p.m., Dinner: 7 p.m.

Upper level of the Student Center Building
Upper lowa University, Fayette, lowa

Free to Fayette County Corn and
Soybean Association members

% RSVP by March 4

~ by contacting

We’re are now accepting new members!

Join your Fayette County
friends and neighbors for
this winter’s annual banquet!

Tim Recker Featured Speaker: G P,

at 563.920.3417 or Walt.Coleman > = 4 g e et
trecker@netins.net NFL Referee and o i TNV

or Steve Rau at Arkansas Dairy farmer T R A i e

563.920.4553 or B e o :

raufarms@gmail.com Sponsors: ICGA, ICPB, and o V A !
the Fayette County Corn and o
ot Soybean Grand Sponsors. i - I OWA

CORN

PROMOTION

] B OARD

www,iowacorn. org

gﬁ, 2013 FAYETTE COUNTY CORN & SOYBEAN GRAND SPONSORS

Agrigold - Josh Geistkemper ECI Seed Bodensteiner Imp.

rance

A AgVenture Seed Farm Credit Services Innovative Ag Services
Aurora Elevator _Farmers Savings Bank Mark Ney - Monsanto i
% Bank First, West Union Fauser Energy Resources Matt Construc i

CGB Clayton - Jerry Fidelity Bank, Oelwein lowa So

Community Bank of Oel
Crop Insurance of NE lo
Dave Derflinger - Farm Bur

eau Finar

Maynard Savings Bank

Fleming Construction

a) Sarvices Flint Hills Resources

Thank You
2013 Sponso: s’
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TRWMA Update

public meetings, updates, and
information about the Turkey
River Watershed, visit_http://

February 2014

January 2014 turkeyriver.org/ or call North-
east Towa RC&D at 563-864-

2013 marked the one-year
7112

anniversary of the formation

TURKEY
RIVER

- ]

of the Turkey River Water-
shed Management Authority
(TRWMA). The TRWMA was
established under a 28E agree-
ment by 7 Soil and Water Con-
servation Districts, 23 commu-
nities, and 5 counties with the
intent of reducing flooding and
improving water quality in the
Turkey River Watershed. The
TRWMA holds quarterly public
meetings. The meetings include
presentations from various ex-
perts, information sharing re-
garding ongoing projects in the
watershed, and facilitated plan-
ning discussions. The TRWMA
has enlisted the help of North-
east JTowa Resource Conserva-
tion and Development (RC&D)
over the next few years to de-
velop a comprehensive plan for
flood control and water quality
improvement.

Successful ~ development
and implementation of large
scale plans such as those in the
Turkey River Watershed re-
quire collaboration from many
different partners. The TRW-
MA would like input from ey-
eryone in the watershed that
is willing to engage in the dis-
cussion. They have held public

s

meetings, encouraged on-line
input and recently completed a
survey of 1,500 watershed resi-
dents. Several committees are
also working to provide input
to the TRWMA Board regard-
ing which strategies to incorpo-
rate into their Plan and how to
expand partnerships. Collabo-
rating partners include County
Engineers, County Supervi-
sors, SWCD Commission-
ers, TRW Communities, Iowa
Corn Growers, the Towa Flood
Center, and the TRW Alliance.
Collaboration from so many
partners provides unique op-
portunities to work across po-
litical boundaries and increases
the likelihood the collective ef-
forts will succeed.

A number of projects in
the Turkey River Watershed
have already been funded as a
result of the TRWMA’s work.
The Towa Flood Center select-
ed Otter Creek as one of only
four watersheds to install wa-
tershed 1mpr0\'cmcm projccts
and model the effects on flood

= WATERSHED

reduction. Clayton County and
Winneshiek County SWCD’s
recently received grants as
part of Jowa’s Nutrient Reduc-
tion Strategy to work in sub-
watersheds of the Turkey River
Watershed in their respective
counties. The head of the Iowa
Flood Center, Larry Weber,
noted at a recent meeting that
the Clayton and Winneshiek
County projects were funded
in large part because of their
participation in the TRWMA.
Communities in the Turkey
River Watershed are also tak-
ing action. West Union, Elgin,
Fayette, Calmar, Monona, and
Clermont have begun work or
completed projects, many oth-
ers are planning for how they
can participate.

Work in the Turkey River
Watershed is far from complete
but the TRWMA is driving in
the direction of improvement.
Local participation and input is
a valued part of any successful
plan. To find out more about

What does it mean to put
conservation on your land?

By Jim Gillespie

I believe that we have some of the best farmers and ranchers in the
world right here in lowa. We also have some of the best soils that
make fowa an agricultural leader. These two things are very impor-
tant to lowans and people worldwide. We need to continue to work
together to help preserve them.

When usit;flthe land for agricultural production, we must have a plan
to protect the resources needed to make the operation successful and
the land sustainable. When conservation practices are needed, we are
here to provide the best technical assistance and financial assistance
if available, to put them in place. This will insure that the soil stays
healthy and productive and our waters are protected for use by crops,
livestock and people. We need to protect the soil from erosion and
degradation and prevent sediment and nutrients from reaching the
water.

Exemplified by the progress shown at the local, state and federal lev-
els, Towa has always been a leader in conservation efforts. Now our
challenge is that we need to do more. With agriculture always chang-
ing, we need to be willing to change with it. Putting conservation
on the land should always be one of our biggest priorities as we go
forward. We should all be the best stewards of the land and resources
that we can be. Conservation should be part of everyone’s farm or
business plan and we should work together to implement that plan,

Many have heard the new buzz phrase, “CONSERVATION MAY BE
VOLUNTARY, BUT IT IS NOT OPTIONAL” I believe that we can
achieve soil quality, safe food and clean water by working together
voluntarily to put the best conservation practices on the land, For the
best assistance in continuing conservation implementation, please
contact your local Soil and Water Conservation District.

¥

We're h.ere to help your farm run smoothly

Eled_\r""‘ Motor Repairing & Rewinding with ““On-the-Farm” Service!
. * Power Tools

o Starters

e &

i

During Business Hours

7| 563-864-7351 or 563-864-3012

12637 Hwy. 18 = Postville, IA « Ted or Susan Hughes

ectric Motor p

Emergency Hours

O

AUTO PARTS

Make NAPA your
first stop when
looking for parts!

Quality parts, filters, accessories,
tools & supplies for Cars, Trucks,
Farm Equipment, Imports and MORE!

FILTER SALE

3 COMING IN MARCH

APA Auto Parts

112 E. Elm, West Union * 563-422-3896

e ke

We dig deeper...

CHEAPEHR!

Talk to us about your soil conservation plans!

See us for all your

TILING - TERRACING - PONDS - WATERWAYS

DOUG EGELAND TILING
1761 Sand Road, Ossian » 563-532-9369

39 Years Experience - LICA Member
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OTTER CREEK Continued

I have already met a handful of producers that share my
excitement in being a part of this movement from the
ground up,” said Grim. “T am scheduled to meet more in the
coming weeks, and once this cold spell breaks, I look for-
ward to personally visiting landowners in the Otter Creek
Watershed.

“We want the dialogue to be led by the landowners and
producers themselves. Have them share their concerns and
dictate the direction that they wish to go in the future,” he
closed. “When asked, I will sincerely welcome the oppor-
tunity to help them carry out and witness those positive
changes”

Anyone interested in participating in the Otter Creek
Watershed model project or any other conservation prac-
tice should stop in or contact Grim at the Natural Resources
Conservation Service Office in rural West Union at (563)
422-3868 Ext. 3. Office hours are from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

ERDMN
NGINEERING, RC.

CIVIL ENGINEERING & LAND SURVEYING

Providing Land Surveying Services
to Northeast Iowa

' e Need a boundary line
marked?

e Need a fence line
staked?

® Thinking about
dividing your land?

FREE ESTIMATES

PRECISION THAT PAYS

Tailor your guidance solution to best fit your needs using New Holland Precision
Land Management (PLM™). Choose from a wide range of accuracy options that
offer industry-leading precision and reliability. Receive precise sub-inch accuracy
using RTK with year-over-year repeatability. Start saving time, working more
comfortably and getting more out of every season using PLM™ guidance solutions.

FEWER SKIPS AND OVERLAPS - LESS TIME, FUEL AND INPUTS
MAXIMUM PRODUCTIVITY - WORK EASILY IN DARK, DUST OR FOG
LESS OPERATOR FATIGUE - WORK LONGER AND MORE EFFICIENTLY
LESS COMPACTION -~ CONSISTENT TRAFFIC PATTERNS

Baumler Implements, Inc.
1306 Highway 150 South
West Union, IA 52175
(563) 422-3835
www.baumlerimplements.com

S5 NEW HOLLAND

Wiy el Gy D)
J
. 12 West Water Street
Wintor Hours (Row-Mar) 8 ~ Decorah, lowa 52101
 Monday-Saturday 8:00 am - 3:00 e 563.382

b ay 10:00 am - 7:00 pm g 5 nectacoop.

EVERYONE CAN SHOP « EVERYONE WELCOME « NO MEMBERSHIP RE

P
Supporting
all who
Conserve

We appreciate
your Conservation
| efforts and proudly
| support your cause!

APNE®P O @

=
communicarions (LI Q A

(563) 245-4000

We salute the conservation
efforts of our neighbors.

Volga River Realty covers all of Fayette County.
There is good demand for acreages and land.

Please contact Jeff or Denny for help selling your place.
146 S. Main Street, Fayette

www.fayettere.com

Jeff Bradley - Broker
Denny Martin, Associate Broker ® 563-920-8385
email: jeff@hawkeyetel.com

CALL JEFF: 563-419-7900
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Keeping your soil at home

Janell Bradley
Contributing Writer

conversation with a

chaplain as a soldier dur-

ing the Korean Conflict

lcE its mark on Iowa
farm boy Ken Friedly.

Drafted into the US. Army
in the 1950s, Friedly was trained
to serve with the military police.
Called together by the chaplain,
his group of soldiers was asked,
“Who in this group came from a
farm?” Of 100 men, there were just
three, and the other two were from
Kentucky and Kansas.

The chaplain went on to ask
the soldiers how much they knew
of their mission. He told the men,
“You're guarding the South Korean
soil, whether you want to or not”

Friedly recalled how the chap-

scraper.”

Although he no longer farms full-
time, Friedly worked from 280 to 800
acres annually over the course of his
career. He knows that for young fami-
lies hoping to get started in farming,
equipment to prevent soil loss isn't
likely to be at the top of their list of in-
ventory.

“I want to get young farmers start-
ed, if I can,” he said.

That's apparent as he works with
a young man from his former farm
neighborhood, helping him with
spring planting and in cutting and put-
ting up hay in the summer while the
young farmer works a day job in addi-
tion to getting his start in farming.

Another idea, was to purchase and
donate a box scraper to the Fayette

NOTE: The Buffalo box scraper is designed to be pulled with 125 to 225 hp
tractors. Call Dick Jensen at (563) 380-9518 to arrange for use of the box
scraper.

lain chose him as his example be-
cause Iowa gmws more corn (haﬂ
either of the states the other two
men represented. He said the min-
ister advised, “You're going to have
to feed the world, but you have to
keep your soil to home.” He also
advised all the soldiers like Friedly
that when they find themselves at
heaven’s gate, St. Peter just might
say, “You had privileges and re-
sponsibilities. What did you do
with them?”

The Army soldier said the
chaplain’s story has stayed with
him all these years later. It's why
he felt a responsibility to practice
conservation of the soil on his own
farm.

“For a lot of years I drove to
the John Deere dealership in Sum-
ner for parts, and as I traveled
Highway 93, there were numerous
places with evidence of soil ero-
sion and where the scrub trees and
brush were just allowed to grow up
around there,” he related.

“There are also several plac-
es between Fayette and Wadena
where you can see dirt washed
away, and people didn’t put it
back,” he added.

Having farmed in the Fayette
area all his life after returning from
military service, Friedly felt an
obligation to keep
Fayette County’s
rich soil in place,
rather than allow-
ing it to wash into
streams and rivers.

A tool he used
during the last 15
years he was ac-
tively farming was
a box scraper.

“My big
brother, Wallace,
had one for lon-
ger than that” he
continued.  “Re-
placing topsoil and
straightening and
cleaning out wa-
terways, are typi-

\ cal uses of a box

County Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD). Friedly’s younger
brother, Robert and Roberts wife,
Trudie, purchased a new Buffalo feed-
yard scraper from Baumler Implement
in West Union, then donated it to the
\W( D for use by farmers.

“It's amazing what you can do with
one of those things,” Friedly noted. “As
long as the soil hasn't left your field,
you can put it back” That’s just what he
and Robert hope they can encourage
their fellow farmers to do.

SWCD commissioners will store
the box scraper at their respective
residences on a rotating basis. The fee
for use is just $25 per day, although a
$2,000 deposit (in the form of a check
that won't be cashed unless the equip-
ment is damaged) will be required.

Commissioner Bill Bennett said
he has seen how the Friedlys used their
scrapers to return topsoil to their fields
and has always been impressed by their
work. He encourages the county’s land
tenants to make use of the brand-new
implement that was a gift from the
Friedly brothers.

Fees collected will be used for
maintenance of the implement, includ-
ing greasing and draining hydraulics
and replacement of tires when neces-
sary.

Ken Friedly displays one of his toy tractors, but his biggest
contribution to farming in Fayette County was his donation
of a box scraper to the Fayette County Soil and Water
Conservation District. (Janell Bradley photo)

roudly supporting soil & water conservation!

>

Groundwater is the main source of water
supply for many towns, farms and for most
rural and suburban homes. Each day in lowa,
nearly 70 percent of the population relies on
groundwater in their everyday life.

An employee owned company.

Shawver

Caﬂ us today
for a free

WELL COMPANY, INC.

&

estlmatev

www.shawverwell.com « 800-568-4449

stands for

Options. Power. Comfort. Shifting.
Lifting. Loading. Hydraulics. Quality.

And for a limited time,

MORE SAVINGS.

Take your choice from our 5M Series
Tractors (75 — 115 hp) and you'll have
the kind of power, options, and versatility

@ JOHN DEERE

$1500 Off
or 0.0% for

you want in a tractor that's configured 48

to get your work done your way. And
right now you also have your choice
of big cash savings or special financing.

Stop by or call today!

Months"™

JohnDeere.com/Ag A&

Bodensteiner Implement

BUDENSTEINER

Cascade, IA
(563) 852-3203

Elkader, IA

Clermont, IA
(563) 423-5206  (563) 547-2152 (563) 382-2961 (563) 875-2724

www.bodimp.com

Cresco, 1A Decorah, IA Dyersville, 1A

Monticello,IA  New Hampton,IA  Oelwein, 1A 1A
(563) 245-2470 (319) 465-3515  (641)394-3061  (319)2834371  (319)938-2222

Waukon, IA
(563) 568-3463

AQDO1XCU2FS8315 00404345
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st Union ~ St Lucas

Bank 1st is firmly committed to our

has the knowledge and experience to
help you make the most of your
agri-business. Call for an appointment
or stop by to talk to one of our loan
officers about your loan needs.

¢ Farm real estate

3 * Livestock * FSA Guaranteed
; * Equipment * LIFT Program
1 * Operating * Young Farmer

*All loans are subject to approval

m Helping You...

* Throughout your lifetime

agricultural community. Our loan staff | ;

BANK

Helping You...

www.banklstia.com

o
LENDER

563-422-3883 Member
12) FDic

West Union ~ St. Lucas Local Ownership ~ Local Decisions
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West Union conservation project culminates

By Janell Bradley

It was a beautiful day to cel-
ebrate a “green” event, said Jim
Collins of Alliant Energy, as sunny
skies prevailed for the ribbon-cut-
ting and grand opening marking
the completion of the Green Pilot
Streetscape Project in West Union
in July.

The $10 million streetscape
project — one of just two in the
state — was designed to serve as a
model across the nation. The con-
struction of permeable pavement
and sidewalks, rain gardens, ener-
gy-efficient lighting, and installa-
tion of a districtwide geothermal
heating and cooling system was
made possible through numerous
grants, including a $500,000 Com-
munity Development Block Grant
from the state of lowa.

The project developed after
city leaders in 2008 committed
to not only replacing aging water,
storm and sanitary sewer infra-
structure, but were later convinced
to do so with environmentally
friendly initiatives.

As one of the keynote speak-
ers, Collins noted that through
the companys Branching Out
program, communities like West
Union save energy by shading
buildings and creating windbreaks.

In more than 20 years, Branch-
ing Out has helped see that 1.4
million trees were planted. Those
trees mean a savings of more than
14 million kilowatt hours, enough
energy to power 1,400 homes.

Patty Peterson with Trees

with a ‘Green’ celebration

With a large crowd gathered around them, former West Union mayor Merlin Dunt (center, left) and current Mayor Kent Halverson (next to Dunt)
joined together on Thursday, July 11, to cut the ribbon to officially mark the grand opening of the Green Pilot Streetscape Project.

Forever said an oak tree planted
on the courthouse lawn will have
an eventual value of $80,000. As
the temperature warmed to 82 de-
grees, she noted that the difference
in temperature from a concrete
area to a shaded area, was 30 de-

Fayette County Supervisor
Vicki Rowland noted Thursday
that the recently completed Green
Pilot Project would be part of the
legacy left by the current genera-
tion. Rowland said:that as a baby
boomer, she’s noticed that Fayette

way of beauty and historic struc-
tures.

“What will our legacy be to
future generations?” she asked. A
historic courthouse of marble and
granite built in 1924 serves as a
centerpiece to the downtown busi-

price tag was controversial at the
time, she said it continues to serve
the community beyond the 50-
year life suggested for a $100,000
structure.

CONSERVATION PROJECT

grees, on this day. County has inherited much in the ness district. While its $275,000 g0 page 17

Thank you, Chuck‘ Bushman,
for letting Timmerman’s serve you!

360 Solar Panel installation - Chuck Bushman, Castalia
Services we provide:
« Solar Electricity (Photovoltaic & PV)

Seed Savers Exchange, Decorah

8 Sharp 230 watt panels s . Pletteville, Wl 53818
S Enphes veriees (lean Power Today for a Green Tomorrow (608) 642-2262
........... iy, WO HiMmermanstalents.com

|
g ey There are ;
* Wind Electricity 'NCRE"'i"BLE F?J’R%,;L ]
« Solar Hot Water Heating Systems for bus‘ncEN'N\:f fow t |
- Site Assesment install solar energ,,
Systems,

* Rebates and Tax Incentives
- Installation, Instruction and knowledge

“Clean Power Today for a green Tomorrow”

TIMMERMAN'S =585

assessor, Sales, installation and
TALENTSuc

service of on and off grid wind,
PV and SDHW systems

5381 Beagle Lane
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CONSERVATION PROJECT Continued

Now that once-controversial courthouse construction has a value of
$7 million, she said, and still serves us well. The pilot project is not just
a pretty street project, she said, but an effort in water conservation and
reduction of storm water runoff.

Upper Explorerland’s Rachelle Howe echoed those sentiments when
she said, “We're only as good as our projects, and today we're excellent”
 David Yocca of Conservation Design Forum described the project
as one of the most complete applications of “green” designs. “It’s a new
paradigm for a city streetscape, like none before,” he stated.

. Yocca said West Union's Streetscape design and features have been
reviewed by the Environmental Protection Agency in Washington, D.C.

~ While participants in Thursday’s program admired the rain gardens
and permeable pavers in the sidewalks and streets, a less obvious feature
is the 132,300-ft.-deep geothermal wells that were drilled on the court-
house lawn. Individual businesses have the opportunity to hook on to a
districtwide geothermal system for heating amf cooling.

The grand opening event was emceed by Dean Pedersen, former
resident and city council member. As part of his comments, he noted
that city resident Jim Boelman recently visited more than 200 businesses
in the city. From his efforts, he determined there are 1,575 full-time and
more than 175 part-time jobs in West Union. That doesn’t include home-
based businesses, farmers or volunteers.

“We have been able to show others what can be accomplished when
we work together for a strong foundation for generations to come. To the
citizens of West Union, we truly appreciate your patience as streets were
closed” Pedersen said. He also thanked Blazek Corporation for keeping

storefronts open and for their cooperation and efforts to accommodate

community members throughout the project.

Following the presentation, the public was invited to take part in a
ribbon-cutting at the intersection of Elm and Vine streets. Tours of the
streetscape project were also available. The festivities concluded with mu-
sic by Fusion in the summer’s first concert in the “Playin’ on the Plaza”
series.

community's downtown sidewalks (pictured) and streets.

Contractors are pictured installing porous pavers on N. Vine Street in downtown West Union in June 2013.

The $10 million streetscape project - one of just two in the state — was designed to serve as a model across
the nation. The project includes the construction of permeable streets and sidewalks, rain gardens, energy-
efficient lighting, and installation of a districtwide geothermal heating and cooling system.

Hawkeye s Bremer o Sumner » Fredericksburg ™ - °

Making Scil Conservation a

TOP PRIORITY...

=5

lonia « Frederika » Waucoma @ Jackson Jct..

armers ; :
k Cooperative _ §(0-562-8389 » wwuw. fburgcoop.com .

Local officials led public tours of the West Union Green Pilot Streetscape Project during the grand
opening celebration in July 2013. Among the many features are the porous pavers installed in the

Erickson Pump Service, In
~ + 800-269-1698 * 563-245-1698  563-245-1684 +

24

DINAG 0 ARRNERY
CITIZERS ©: “WEsT UNION

MAIN. STREET-WEST UNION
USDA

TREES FOREVER
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LRGN BEAUTIFUL
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POWER OF TREE PROGRAM
TAL PROTECTI0) AGENCY |
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With a banner featuring the project’s funding partners, including lowa
Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship, pictured nearby, Rachel
Howe, Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission executive di-
rector, praised the vision of community leaders in their commitment to
the West Union Green Pilot Streetscape Project.

Elkader, TA
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Workers transplanted nearly 40 trees in downtown West Union as part of the
community’s Green Pilot Streetscape project this past summer.

We have what you need:

.The Ecofount Series Family

We have taken all of the best features of our classic

gfsgf:Vater waterers and designed a premium line of automatic

waterers, the EcoFount series. The EcoFount 1 and
EcoFount 2 are the newest, most energy
efficient, electric standard heated line
of Ritchie automatic waterers. The flip
top cover design will allow for easy
cleaning and maintenance and the fully

insulated casing will provide excellent
protection against the coldest winters.

GeoComfort Compass Series...

Compass Series heating and cooling
systems' industry leading design
combines the highest quality features
with an appliance grade cabinet. That
combination provides an experience like
no other, helping you make your home the

most it

o can be
i >eoComfort

Geothermal Systems

éﬁGE & GAGE

j Plumbing & Heating
' (563) 422-5691 os 800-246-5691

509 Hwy. 150 SOUTH = WEST UNION

WE HAVE HARDWARE FOR
ALL YOUR SprinG HoME
ImpPrOVEMENT PROJECTS!

VALLEY
PAINT &

HARDWARE

GLIDDEN® D""
PaINT + PRIMER AND PAINT SUPPLIES 807 Mill St.

Clermont
563-423-5296
WINDOWS wa DOORS WINDOWS AND DOORS MOI‘I.-FI‘i.
Xact ViNyL REPLACEMENT WINDOWS [ LN R R 8

BY MeTaL INDUSTRIES Sat. 8 a.m. - noon

l.‘onstructmn

We can help take care of your
on-the-farm and around-the-farm
construction needs!

We are proud to assist in the efforts
“toward proper soil conservation and
protectmg our resources for the future.

Ponds Terraces Call for more information T

Site Preparation onhow we can helpyou! |
: : ; i.
Grading - Waterways ' 563 F£34 7 355 |

" BECAUSE IT
MATTERS.

) That’s why we support the
. soil and water conservation
efforts of our area farmers.

i Postville Farmers | |
Co-Op Society
563-864-7234

“We want to earn YOUR business!”

T
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Soil & Water Conservation District Supporter Club

The Fayette SWCD would
like to thank all the people of
Fayette County and beyond that
have made contributions to the
supporter club for 2013. Our
programs are made possible by
your continued support and
conservation efforts.

orters

Charles Baumler, Inez Brown,
Don  Durscher, Bernadine
Granneman, Iva Jean Kaune,
Janita Loftus, Gary Matthias, Tim
Nuss, Clair/Garnet Reid, Robert
Scott, Nick Tieg, Gloria Whitcher,
Donald Blaker, Tammy Brownell,
Paul Fox, Dale Halverson, Samuel
Koehler, Anita Lundberg, Marilyn
Mihall, Harold Popenhagen,
Willis Ruff, Ronald Seedorff,
Donald Treloar, David Wireman,
Kevin Bouska, Wayne Burkie,
Dorothy Gilmer, Suzanne Henn,
Raymond Kueker, Harry Martin,
Merrill Nerem, Alan Raush, Sean
Salisbury, Lester Steffens, Kenneth
Wagner, Susan Wolf, Ruth Brooks,

Thomas Durnan, Diane Granger,
Eugene Hruska, Herman Lenz,
James Massman, Stanley Ney, Tim
Recker, Lois Schuchmann, Carolyn
Szemkus, Watercress Run
Savers

John/Norma Adams, Steven
Baker, Bowling Heraty Hudson,
Gertrude Bowling Heraty Hudson,
Brad Brownell, Stanley Diebel,
Barbara Fedeler, Paul Foxwell,
Don/David  Gableman, John/
Jan Grafenberg, Gumm Farms,

Lois Heick, Herar{‘ Hudson,
Greg Kilcher, Keith Lansing,
Dwight Maurer, Ken Meyer,

David Naffziger, Jon Andersen,
Ronald Beerman, CM Bowlin
Heraty Hudson, Gary BrownelF,
Harold Diemer, Rollin Fink,
Michael Franzen, Gardiner Farm
Acct., Melanie Griffith, Norbert
Hackman, Robert Hemesath,
Phyllis Holmstrom, Jerry Kleppe,
Jean Leech, Gary Maurer, David
Morgan, Northeast Iowa Realty
& Appraisal, Gladys Anderson,
Ger Born, Jann Bowlus, C &
W Farms, Jane Easton, Jeryl Fink,

Donna Frieden, Gehrke Farm
Acct, Edward Gross, Barbara
Hagelie, Bert Henderson, William
Kauten, Ronald Koester, Gary
Lehmann, Marian  McIntosh,
Donald Mueller, Joseph Bahe, Ron
Boyer, Ron Corbin, Richard Egan,
Four Strong Itd., Kenneth Friedly,
Gary Goedken, Roger Halverson,
Lavon Henn, Lynn Kelck, Duane
Langerman, Sarah Lopez, Howard
Meaney, Myron Nagle, Paul
Nuss, Ronald O’Kones, David
Pleggenkuhle, Ilo Mae Rau, Sam
Ridenour, Dean Rueber, Fred
Schneider, Jed Siebrecht, Steve
Story, Waskow Farm Acct., Joe
Wood, Rosemary Oldenburg,

Gene Pleggenkuhle, Karel
Rawson, Roland Riensche, Daryl
Ruff, Tim Schwan, Eugene Sieck,
Gayle Tellin, Shana Wickham,
Dean Wurzer, David Palas, Lynn
Pleggenkuhle, Gary Reed, Florence
Robinson, Keith/Peggy Schlatter,
Craig Seedorff, Charles Smith,
Varykino Inc., Eleanor Swent,
Donald Pliester, Roger Reeder,
Kathryn Roys, Edmund Schmitt,
Marilyn Seedorff, Floyd Stensland,
Roger Winter
Stewards

Bank Ist, Darryl Cannon, Hugh
Curtis, Verna Kerns, John Orr,
Robert Ries, David Wolfenberger,

Jerry Bayness, Chensvold Farms,
Dan l"dg?e. Alice Koempel, Albert
Pagel, John Riley, Jim Beeghly,
Jerry Cole, Mark Halstead, Robert
McSweeny, Ben Pagel, Donald
Ungerer, Paul Boess, Mike/Paul
Corkery, Laura Janssen, Mark
Mihm, Catherine Reilly
Sustainers
Robert Addy, Travis Holthaus,
JM & GM McMillan, John
Cunningham, Peter Kalb, Dan
Rosburg, First State Bank, Kerndt
Bros. Savings Bank, Hans Siemers,
Randy Helgerson
Benefactors
William/Judy Bennett,

Larry
Glass, Collin Jensen

EARTH MOVING SPECIALISTS

Schedule
your 2014
Projects

Today!

Why are conservation practices important?

Since the Dust Bowl in the 1930s, farmers have been implementing conservation
on their land to reduce soil erosion. Since then, many soil conservation practices
have shown to improve soil health, which stabilizes the soil and aid in production.
Conservation practices also improve water and air quality, promote biological di-
versity, and help attract wildlife.

Farmers using large equipment often struggle to navigate these conservation
practices on hilly ground:

« Contouring is preparing the soil, planting and cultivating crops around a hill
rather than up down the hﬁ.l Crop rows run around the slope, nearly level. The
rows form small dams to slow runoff.

» Terraces reduce erosion by intercepting runoff on slopes, transforming a hill-
side into a series of shorter slopes.

« Grassed waterways reduce gully erosion using grass channels to convey water
to a stable outlet at a non-erosive velocity.

« Field borders are bands of vegetation around perimeter of a field that provide a
turning area for farm equipment. They eliminate the planting of end rows up and
down hills,

To learn more about standards for these and other conservation practices, visit
the Iowa NRCS website at www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov and click on “Jowa Conservation
Practice Standards.”

IFYOUBREAKIT...

-

S We repair all makes & models of tractors.
> Let us help you keep your valuable machinery in working order!

Remember to get that tune-up!

&lservice:|

mowers

Marv & Zir's Repain, Inc.

Auto & Tractor Repair

641-394-3060

412 W. Milwaukee, New Hampton, IR
_Www.marvandzips.com

WEFE'LL FIXIT!

A S

Nnc.

Excavating & Gradlg
West Union, IA
(563) 422-5430

Holthaus Precision Planting, LLC.

Recognized as a Precision Planting Premier Dealer

It pays to space seeds

with Precision

With precise spading at
planting, you'll make
more money at harvest.

20/20 RowFiow” makes tha most of your varlable rate prescriptions — and enhances swath
control. eSet” and vSet™ meaters make sura that every sead lands where it belongs.
WaveVislon™ sa23 through the dust and debrls to make sure you get accurate counts.
And 20/20 SeedSense” with FleldView™ makes sure you know what's happening in
the trench at all times, so you can keap it all under control, 3 ,\“
#m
e p—

Come in and secure your Precision spacing tools today for a maximum
depth and ger t00.

yield in 2014, Ask about i

Holthaus Precision Planting, LLC.
Steve & Molly Holthaus

1732 125th Street
Ossian, IA52161
563.419.0707 or 563.532.8935

CleanSweep™ will thizzle you with fast, precise row cleaner
contrel

10 miakeo it ey 0 ssenep sway trash wnd creste n secdbed

controller % you're moring the resdue bat not the soil.

As ekl eonditions change. you can adjust your cleaners Cleansween

oy the iy
You get sir cyfinders, a controiles nd an air coupresor
el tank (O your Gan use 2020 AaForue® o an oy sossve.)

com

We handle a full line of planter and tillage accessories including:

2013 John Deere 1750 6-Row Conservation Planter

Martin® and Yetter Row Cleaners and Closing Wheels Liquid fertilizer, 1.6 bu. Boxes with insecticide.

Schaffert Liquid Fertilizer Equipment These are new planters and can be set up to the

- buyers options and specifications
Seed Disc Openers, Pre-cut Row Unit Drive Chains e i e

and other Row Unit Components

SmartBox® installation and insecticide accessories

Schiagel Posi-close planter wheels

e
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Termination Time for Cover Crops

by Jason Johnson, Public Affairs Specialist, USDA-NRCS

Many of Towa’s popular winter hardy cover crops like cereal rye, wheat and clover, need to
be terminated at least two weeks prior to planting corn and soybeans to minimize yield loss
risk

As beneficial as cover crops are, killing them is critical, says Barb Stewart, state agronomist
with USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). “Killing cover crops as late as
feasible will maximize plant growth and residual nutrient accumulation;” she said.

Stewart says, however, to be sure and allow at least two weeks for cover crops to decom
[Yl)\(‘. rL'l('ASC nutrients, Jnd I'L’Lhdl'gt 5()“ moisture.

If spring is exceptionally dry, or if the long-range forecast predicts dry conditions, Stewart
recommends terminating cover crops when they are six to eight inches tall.

She says small grain cover crops can reduce corn yields similar to the effects of continuous
corn. “Plant chemicals called allelochemicals released into the soil can inhibit corn growth,”
says Stewart. “This is why terminating the small grain cover crops at least two weeks prior to
corn planting is necessary.’

Some cover crop species, such as oats, spring wheat, and annual ryegrass, typically do not
survive lowa winters. Brassica cover crops, such as radishes or turnips, should also winter

Soybeans grow through a terminated cereal rye cover crop. (Photo by Laura Crowell, USDA-
RCS)

WEST URION TRUCK
o TRAILER REPRIR

kill in Towa.

However, Stewart says these plants produce hard seeds that can stay viable in the soil for
years. “Scout each year in fields where you have grown brassicas,” she said. “Hard seeds may
germinate the next spring. Watch these areas for seed germination, and if there is significant
germination from hard seed you may need to terminate them.”

Producers can terminate cover crops with herbicides that are compatible with the spring-
planted crop. Harvesting, crimping, or mowing can be used only if the cover crop is mature.

To maximize soil health benefits from cover crops, Stewart recommends terminating
them without tilling the soil. “Cover crops improve overall soil health by adding living roots
to the soil during more months of the year and increasing organic matter in the soil,” she
says. “Tillage destroys all of those natural benefits.”

Farmers should not plant corn or soybeans into a living cover crop, or risk losing out on
crop insurance benefits.

Cover crops are helpful in limiting nitrogen leaching, reducing soil erosion, suppressing
weeds, improving soil health, feeding livestock, among other benefits.

For more information about cover crop termination, visit your local NRCS office.
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Timing of Herbicide Application Is
Critical

for Pasture Thistles

As spting approaches, it is important to think about how best to
manage weed pressure in pastures. While pest management practices
are applied throughout the entire growing season; fall herbicide applica-
tion can actually provide multiple paybacks. While daytime tempera-
tures are still in the 60s and 70s, and plants are actively growing, is the
best time to applz herbicides to
zontrol pasture thistles, according
to your local county USDA-Natural
Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) office.

Fall herbicide application offers
several benefits over spring applica-
tion. These include:

« Herbicides move readily
from the foliage to the roots with the
sugars because thistles are building
up root reserves in the fall. In the
spring, carbohydrates move from

e roots to the leaves so less down-
ward herbicide movement would
oceur.

« Biennial thistles will be
zontrolled because any shoots pres-
ent in the fall are in the rosette stage

RC&D employees Josh Dansdill
and Mallory Marlatt completed and
published the Northeast ITowa Local
Foods Expansion Plan. This Plan
was submitted with nine others
from across Iowa as part of an lowa
League of RC&Ds Local Foods
Expansion Initiative. It included
recommendations related to grow-
ing, branding, moving, selling and
recycling food in Northeast Iowa.

Amanda Streeper presented the
Plan to attendees of the RCD Farm-
ers Market Meeting, along with
promotional material she recently
designed using photographs taken
by RCD photographer Jessica Rill-
ing. The photos and promotional
materials were paid for through the
Towa League by a FMPP grant. The
meeting resulted in the formation

Completion of the Local Foods Expansion Plan is the Beginning of the

Northeast Iowa Farmers Market Advisory Committee

and thus are very susceptible to
herbicides. Even if the herbicide does not totally kill the plants, winter
weather will finish what the herbicide starts.
« Land managers may have more time to treat infested sites in

the fall than during the rush of spring and early summer field activities.

« Finally, with fall treatment there are fewer risks that herbicide
drift will injure nearby sensitive crops like soybeans as these have al-
ready matured.

Pasture weed control is an important management consideration
as thistles compete with desirable grass and legume species as well as
zontribute to under-utilized areas of pastures when livestock avoid the
spiny plauts.

All herbicide applicators are responsible for using herbicides in full
compliance with the current product label. For more information, please
visit your local NRCS office.
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The Luke Cline family participates in the Foods Expansion Plan.

education, collaborative market-
ing, and an increased awareness of
area-wide scheduling.

of the Northeast Iowa Farmers
Market Advisory Council, which
will provide producer/manager

Watch for postcards,
photographs, posters
and other promotional
materials featuring our
producers this spring
and summer. Proceeds
from sales of these
products will go toward
further promotion of
Northeast Towa’s Farm-
ers Markets.

Farming is your livelihood, and it’s our business to help protect that.
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cleanwater owaA WATER QUALITY INITIATIVE

2014 Legislative Report
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Statewide Practices Cost-Share

In August of 2013, $2.8 million was made available through all 100 Soil and Water Conservation Districts to
help implement conservation practices through the Water Quality Initiative (WQI). After an initial $1.8
million was offered and subsequently obligated in less than a week, a supplement of $1 million was added

to the fund and this additional funding spoken for within another week.

The strong level of commitment showcased by lowa famers volunteering to try something new on their
farms to help water quality is a testament to the level of engagement farmers are ready to take on these
issues. Over 1,000 farmers committed an additional $2.8 million in landowner match to help implement
these practices. Each landowner or farmer could apply for up to 160 acres of cost-shared practice. Some

of the applicants used the practice on more acres than they applied for cost-share.

Practice Info

The practices offered through the WQI Statewide
initiative were selected because of their ability to
be implemented in a short time frame and thereby
providing a water quality benefit in 2013. The
statewide approach gave farmers an opportunity to
try these practices for the first time.

Offering a portion of WQI funding statewide
allowed each county to participate. This funding,
along with a targeted approach, engaged more
farmers and landowners in the process.

Year-end totals of fall established practices
through the WQI Statewide cost-share program
was over 88,000 acres of cover crops and over
2,000 acres of N inhibitor.

Practices Offered Through Statewide WQI Funding in 2013

RCD Forest Stewardship Project
Proves Outreach Is Effective

With the help of three different evalution techniques, the RC&D’s
Forest Stewardship Project proved that a multi-dimensional media
blitz that includes one-on-one outreach is more effective than tradi-
tional outreach at convincing landowners enrolled in the Forest Re-
serve Program to take action. RCD employees Richard Kittelson and
Jerry Muff, who conducted the one-on-one outreach, were pleased
with the findings. The Project Report for this two and a half year
project, which ended in the summer of 2013, was recently submitted
to the fowa DNR Forestry Bureau who will forward it on to the US
Forest Service. The multi-dimensional media blitz conducted by the
RC&D through the project included television, billboard, radio and
newspaper advertisements. Not only did the percentage of requests
for assistance to the Towa DNR Foresters that were ‘related to proj-
ect outreach’ increase each year of the project, 11%, 21% and 32%,
but those that did contact our regional foresters were more likely
to develop Forest Stewardship Plans and more likely to implement
actions recommended in those plans than other woodland owners.

northeasnowarcd org.

A copy of the report is available at the RCD or on—lme at www.

“Helping your financial dreams come true”

www.fsbsumner.com

Cover Crops Nitrification Inhibitor

lowa Leaders in Conservation:

Six years of no-till proved its value in a 48-hour time span last spring for Hawarden
farmer Nate Ronsiek. A pounding 3-inch rainstorm, followed by a 5-inch downpour the
next day, washed away topsoil and created rills and gullies in some area farm fields.
But the soil in Ronsiek's no-till fields held firm.

“I didn't have a single gully wash out,” he said. “It takes a long time to build that soil
back up. Anything you can do to save any of that, it's huge. Just seeing what hap-
pened after 8 inches of rain in two nights makes a big difference. There's no way I'd
go back to conventional tillage.”

-Nate Ronsiek No-till Farmer, Sioux County

Find out about more lowa Leaders in Conservation at CleanWaterlowa.org

Landowner and board member, Bill Bennett and |
RC&D employee Richard Kittelson
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NEW PHEASANT RECOVERY PROGRAM
Fayette COllnty SOil and Water Pheasants and other y:j]‘”(]:";‘flt;l?'l:‘:::“‘ a lot of help these days
Commissioners and Staff

Mother Nature has not been kind with her heavy snows and wetter-than
normal springs. High commodity prices are also putting a lot of pressure
on land managers to try and squeeze in row crops wherever they can
Many times this is at the cost of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
and pasture lands.

Fortunately there is a new opportunity to help pheasants and the
farmer’s bottom line. Now that the new Farm Bill has been signed, CRP
slgnup will once again resume. The new Pheasant Recovery CRP pro
gram is targeted directly at helping grassland birds and, more specifically,
the habitat needs of the ring- necked pheasant. This program can be used
on marginal crop ground that doesn't yield as well as other more produc-
tive soil types, increasing the overall economic benefits to landowners.
All habitats are not created equal when it comes to pheasants. Just plant-
ing a mix of native grasses and flowers and calling it good won't cut the
mustard for pheasants. Thick winter cover that stands up to snow and
wind is essential to carry birds through the winter, and the new CRP
program addresses this by requiring a square-shaped planting of switch
grass. Since lowa doesn't have a cattail slough in almost every section
like the prime pheasant lands in South Dakota, switch grass is our next-
best option for cover that stands up to a Midwestern winter.

Switchgrass is not very good nesting and brood-rearing cover for
pheasants though. The new CRP takes this into consideration by requir-
ing a different block of nesting habitat. This is where the traditional na-
tive prairie mix of Big Bluestem and Indian grass comes into play. Mixes
that have a lot of wildflowers are best because that is what draws in in-
sects that the young pheasants need in the first few weeks of their lives.
Grain food plots of corn or sorghum are another requirement for this
new CRP application. Pheasants don't usually starve in the winter, but
they do get exposed to predators if they have to go very far from their
winter cover to feed.

With less and less grass cover on the landscape, we need to maximize
the existing habitat we have for pheasants. This new pheasant CRP initia-
tive is a great tool to assist landowners in meeting that goal.

Other requirements include a minimum of 20 acres to be enrolled
and a cropping history. Shrub plantings can also be integrated into the
habitat plan.

! 5 - = More information can be obtained from your local NRCS and FSA
| Fayette County’s SWCD Commissioners are (front, |-r) Paul Hoeger of Maynard, Bill Bennett of Elgin, Richard e
| Jensen of Elgin; (back) Rozann Dalenbach of Arlington, Rod Marlatt of Elgin, Eric Boehm of Wadena, and 160Ac Offer
) Wi
Dave Drilling of Waucoma. YR
2.5 Ac Corn Food Plot
;
18 Ac Switchgrass
135 Ac Nesting Mix
2.5Ac Corn
Assisting the public on a daily basis at the Fayette County SWCD field office are (I-r) Aaron Anderson, NRCS Food Plot
district conservationist; Lori Kohlmeyer, IDALS state secretary; Adam Grim, district watershed coordinator;

Ray D 3 H Buit f, NRCS soil conservationist. ;
| BRI 8 shiiclas; Tamara Eoitemeer R e e 20 to 160 acres can be enrolled in the Pheasant Recovery CRP. This
( is an example of potential arrangement. The Switchgrass, Nesting Mi>

and Food Plots are required. The shrub planting is optional. Contact
[ Information: Greg Schmitt, lowa DNR Private Lands Biologist, 563-
422-6201.
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Izaak Walton League Windbreak Award

Carol Langerman-Aten is the recipient of the
Izaak Walton League Windbreak Award for her
seven-row windbreak that consists of arborvitae
and Black Hills spruce.

Along her rural Fayette home’s driveway are
two rows of arborvitae trees that have served as
a windbreak for the homestead for over 30 years.
Nine years ago, Langerman-Aten added five rows
of Black Hills spruce to provide protection from
the elements as well as enhance wildlife habitat at

the site.

In addition to the windbreak deciduous trees,
native plantings and a pond provide ample and di-
verse habitat for Wildligf. Over the years, trees have
been replaced as needed due to death or damage.

To maintain the large windbreak, Langerman-
Aten mows periodically to control the weeds with-
out utilizing chemicals. Other maintenance prac-
tices include trimming wild grape vines and other
invasive vegetative species.
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Water Quality Monitoring on Otter and Glovers Creeks

Submitted by Rick Klann
Upper Iowa University

From March through Au-
gust in 2013, Upper Towa Uni-
versity conducted water quality
monitoring on Otter and Glov-
ers Creeks. This was part of a
Fayette SWCD -project to im-
prove the water quality in the
watershed, as well as an effort to
evaluate the effectiveness of the
West Union downtown renova-
tion project at reducing the im-
pact of runoff from downtown
into Otter Creek. Samples were
collected every other week from
three sites along Otter Creek,
one site along Glovers Creek,
and from a manhole with ac-
cess to runoff from downtown
West Union.

A total of 12 samples were
collected throughout the sea-
son. Each sample was analyzed
for the following physical and
chemical parameters of water
quality: temperature, pH, con-
ductivity, dissolved oxygen,
chloride and turbidity were
measured on site; while sam-
ples returned to the lab were
analyzed for suspended solids,
fecal coliform bacteria, total ni-
trogen and total phosphorus.
Otter and Glovers are both
stocked with trout by the DNR
and managed as put and take
fisheries, in which the trout

stocked are expected to be har-
vested by anglers. Trout typi-
cally are unable to survive year-
round in these streams because
summer water temperatures
are often too warm, and during
these periods stocking is sus-
pended. One factor that con-
tributes to water temperature
is warm runoff from pavement
and concrete surfaces that im-
mediately enters the stream, as
opposed to water that perco-
lates through the ground and
enters the stream from springs
and seeps at a much cooler tem-
perature.

Samples collected from Ot-
ter Creek above and below the
entrance of runoff from down-
town West Union were very
similar with respect to physical
and chemical parameters of wa-
ter quality, indicating that run-
off from downtown is not nega-
tively impacting the stream. The
downtown renovation project
was successful in converting
what was formerly a large pulse
of runoff following a rain event
into a gradual release of water
that had percolated through the
permeable paving. This allowed
the water to be both cooled and
filtered.

Many Iowa streams suffer
from runoff carrying nitrogen,
phosphorus and sediment into
the stream, and Otter and Glov-

ers are no different. However,
comparing 2013 data to that
from previous years identifies
some interesting trends.

On the one hand, measures of
turbidity, suspended solids,
total phosphorus and fecal co-
liform bacteria were lower in
2013. In fact, values for turbid-
ity and suspended solids were
remarkably low throughout the
sampling season, and this is de-
spite the fact that many samples
were collected immediately
following rain events. This in-
dicates that progress is being
made in reducing the amount
of sediment and manure that is
washed into these streams.

On the other hand, total nitro-
gen levels were higher in 2013.
This is a trend that has been
detected in other watersheds,
and is probably linked to the
patterns of extreme climate that
Iowa has experienced. Since
2012 was extremely dry, more
nitrogen from fertilizer appli-
cation was retained in the soi!
The very wet spring experi-
enced in 2013 released that into
the stream.

On the whole, the water quality
of Otter and Glovers appears to
be improving, indicating that
efforts to improve land-use
practices within the watershed
are having the desired effect.
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Woodland
Owners of the Year

By Becky Walz

The Fayette County Soil & Water Conservation Woodland
Owners of the Year are Jim and Nina Beeghly of Fayette.

The Beeghlys, who own 41 acres of woodland, began their
conservation efforts in 2009 with weed tree removal on 13 acres.

A large portion of the Beeghlys’ farm is in the CRP program.
They have almost 90 acres of land that has been planted to a CP-25
native grass mix, which includes many different varieties of native
grasses and forbs.

To maintain these practices, Jim and Nina use fire; each of the
stands has been burned at least once and many of them multiple
times.

Aside from the native grasses, seven acres of wetlands have
been installed on the property for wildlife and are used to filter the
water entering and leaving the property.

‘The Beeghly’s have also spent quite a bt of time restoring ap-
proximately 20 acres of savanna along the south side of their prop-
erty.

The restoration process has involved clearing unwanted woody
vegetation and repeated burns.

According to the nomination form, the area has been burned
at least five times and is turning into a valuable wildlife area.

U
. PIONEER.

New Pioneer® brand T Series Soybeans let you aim higher.
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Kerry Jacobsen
Ph. (563)422-7733 Clermont, IA
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Don Jr. and Shelly Sieck of rural Fayette use rotation crop farming practices, grassed waterways,
and terraces to help soil erosion on their fifth-generation farm. In appreciation of their conscientious
effort in preserving the soil, the Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation has named them the
Farmers of the Year. (submitted photo)

Siecks’ conservation practices
speak volumes

By Becky Walz

Don Jr. and Shelly Sieck have been named
the Fayette County Soil & Water Conservation
Farmers of the Year.

Along a scenic byway in the rolling hills of
northeast lowa near Fayette, you will find the Sieck
farm. Established in 1881, Don is the fifth genera-
tion on the 311-acre farm that is host to a variety of
conservation practices.

A no-till corn and soybean rotation is grown
on 265 acres in conjunction with 12 acres of hay
and 23 acres of contour buffer strips. The strips of
grain crops and hay are interspersed with grassed
waterways.

One such waterway has proven very difficult
to establish, and Don continues to work on it year
after year.

As part of the nutrient management, Don soil-
tests every three years. The hog manure from his
farm is also tested before being injected as part of
the nutrient application.

The Siecks believe that no-till is beneficial for
conserving soil moisture, conserving energy, im-
proving soil organic matter, and holding soil mois-
ture.

There is one corner of the farm without strips,
but not without conservation practices. With no-
till crops, Don did not like the little bit of washing
or erosion he was seeing and subsequently had ter-
races constructed to control the water flow.

He chose not to convert 15 acres of a former
railroad right-of-way into cropland, which has

provided habitat for wildlife year after year. In fact,
songbirds can be heard as one ventures throughout
the farm.

As one visits with the Siecks, one quickly
learns how important conservation is to the couple
as they wish to pass the farm on to their children in
better shape than when they purchased it.

Today Don continues to research and ask
questions about cover crops as the Siecks continue
to make improvements on their farm.

Recently Don brought his son into the farm-
ing operation, mentoring and working alongside
him to teach him the details of the operation, in-
cluding the family’s conservation ethics.

A third-grade teacher at North Fayette
Elementary, Shelly is involved in a variety of school
activities, including the promotion of the school
district’s Conservation Field Day.

A recent addition to Shelly’s involvement is
the addition of a greenhouse on the elementary
school campus, which will provide mentoring op-

ortunities for young students as they begin to
feam the basics of conservation, environment, and
agriculture.

Due to Don’s hearing impairment, a vast ma-
jorirr; of his involvement in conservation is done
via the computer.

However, without speaking a word, the con-
servation practices implemented on the Siecks’
farm speak volumes and are presented with pride
to those who pass by the farm.

Agriculture Secretary
announces $3 million for

a new program to improve

pollinator health

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service (NRCS) will provide close to $3 million in
technical and financial assistance for interested farmers and ranch-
ers to help improve the health of bees, which play an important
role in crop Froduction. The funding is a focused investment to
improve pollinator health and will be targeted in five Midwestern
states, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and
Wisconsin. \

“Honey bee pollination supports an estimated $15 billion wo
of agricultural production, including more than 130 fruits and
vegetables that are the foundation of a nutritious diet. The future
security of America's food supply depends on healthy honey bees,"
said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. "Expanded support for
research, combined with USDA's other efforts to improve honey
bee health, should help America’s beekeepers combat the current,
unprecedented loss of honey bee hives each year."

Funding will be provided through the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) to promote conservation practices that
will provide honey bees with nutritious pollen and nectar while
providing benefits to the environment. Recent studies have shown
that beekeepers are losing approximately 30 percent of their honey
bee colonies each year, up from historical norms of 10-15 percent
overwintering losses experienced prior to 2006.

This assistance will provide guidance and support to farm-
ers and ranchers to implement conservation practices that will
provide safe and diverse food sources for honey bees. For example,
appropriate cover crops or rangeland and pasture management
may provide a benefit to producers by reducing erosion, increasing
the health of their soil, inhibiting invasive species, providing qual-
ity forage and habitat for honey Eees and other pollinators, as well
as habitat for other wildlife.

Midwestern states were chosen because from June to Septem-
ber the region is the resting ground for over 65 percent of the
commercially managed honey bees in the country. It is a critical
time when bees require abundant and diverse forage across broad
landscapes to bui]él1 up hive strength for the winter.

Applications are due March 21, 2014

Since 2006, when heightened numbers of honey bee colony
losses were first reported, significant progress has been made in
our understanding of the factors that are associated with Colony
Collapse Disorder and the overall health of honey bees. The USDA
is actively pursuing solutions to the multiple problems affecting
honey bee health, The Agricultural Research Service (ARS) main-
tains four laboratories across the country conducting research into
all aspects of bee genetics, breeding, biology and physiology, with
special focus on bee nutrition, control of pathogens and parasites,
the effects of pesticide exposure and the interactions between each
of these factors. The National Institute of Food and Agriculture
(NIFA) supports bee research efforts in Land Grant Universities.
The AnimaFPlam Health Inspection Service (APHIS) conducts
national honey bee pest and disease surveys and provides border
inspections to prevent new invasive bee pests from entering the
U.S. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) and NRCS work on im-
proved forage and habitat for bees through programs such as the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and EQIP. Additionally,
the Economic Research Service (ERS) is currently examining the
direct economic costs of the pollinator problem and the associated
indirect economic impacts, and the National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS) conducts limited surveys of honey production,
number of colonies, price, and value of production which provide
some data essential for research by the other agencies.

Learn more by visiting a local USDA service center.
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services and trends throughout our

Agronomy ¢ Energy
Feed & Grain Divisions
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Landscaping
Services

* Landscape Mulch

» Landscape Lighting

» Weekly Mowing

* Shrub & Tree Trimming
» Landscape Edging

Lawr.‘ care T + Vinyl Fencing
SEWICGS » Rock & Trucking

* Broad leaf control (spring & fall) » D3 Dozer Work

* 4-step fer!ilization program | + Retaining Walls

. Sflfe for kids and pets . o « Landstape Rook

* Discounted rates for multiple applications Sete

« Dethatching » Power Broom Service
* Weekly Mowing » Complete Landscaping
* Aerating e
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Commerczal Reszdentzal Industrzal Cemetertes

SMUNDSON

PROFESSIONAL LAWN CARE SERVICE
I N
LAWN CARE VSN Landscartn9
West Union, 1A 100 E. Plum St., West Union, IA n

www.facebook.com/pages/Osmundson-Lawn-Care-Landscaping




