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Heather Libby:

Okay, here we go. We are recording. My name is Heather Libby. I'm the adult services librarian at the
Knoxville PublicLibrary, and I'm here today with Elaine Jordan. So | guess I've already told what your
name is. So Elaine, canyou introduce yourself, and if you're willing, would you share with us your birth
year?

Elaine Jordan:

Okay. My name is Elaine Jordanand | live in Knoxville. | was born May 9th, 1950.

HeatherLibby:

Okay. If the memoriesthatyou're goingto be sharing with us today are different are about a place other
than hereintownin Knoxville, could you just make sure to share that with us as well?

Elaine Jordan:
Okay.

Heather Libby:

Okay. So | guesswe'll just start with how did your family come to live on a farm? But you've already
shared with me that it wasn'ta farm exactly. Soif you could just tell me a little bitabout growing up.

Elaine Jordan:

Okay. | grew up justabout ona farm. We lived on an acreage right on the edge of town. It was justlike a
farm inthe sense that we had cows and chickens and we raised agarden and we dressed chickens, and
my dad even raised pigeons.

Heather Libby:

Okay. So can you tell me alittle bit more about growing up? What your favorite story is about growing
up there?

Elaine Jordan:

We actually had a cow that we milked and that was kind of fun.

HeatherLibby:

So not quite sure why you sayitisn'ta farm. What in your mind makes somethingafarmversus, you've
got the animalsand the-

Elaine Jordan:

Well, the animals made living on afarm fun because we had sheep, so you always had babies, baby
chicks. That was probably the most fun aboutliving on an acreage is having the baby animals. It'salsoa
lot of work.

Heather Libby:

Yeah, it is. See, we had chickens fora little while. | have adifferent memory of them. | thought they
were dirty and gross.
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Elaine Jordan:

Well, we ended up dressing them. That wasn't the fun part.

HeatherLibby:

No, | wasn't there forthat part. Okay. So can you tell me a little bit more about your family? Whowasit?
Did you have siblings?

Elaine Jordan:

We didn'talways have an acreage and eventually we moved off the acreage. So, when I really livedon a
farm iswhen| got married, and that was in my late twenties. | married afarmerand he always told me
from the minute we met that this was what he wanted to do. This was a farm that had beeninthe
family for several generations and that he was goingto do his part to keepitinthe family. Sothat's
where we were goingtolive.

HeatherLibby:

So where was thatin lowa?

Elaine Jordan:

It's just west of Knoxville.

Heather Libby:

Okay. | suppose we can share that's with John Jordan, right? Who we were able to speak with about his
experiences growingup on his family farm and then farming. Butit'll be interestingto hearsome of the
different perspectives. Well, okay. Tellme about, you raised your family there on that farm, is that right?

Elaine Jordan:

Yes.

HeatherLibby:

So whodid that involve?

Elaine Jordan:

We have a daughterand we have a son. Born and raised on the farm.

HeatherLibby:

Okay. So do you have a favorite story about raising the family on the farm with? I know your daughter,
Shirley, she gotinto an occasional antic.

Elaine Jordan:

There'sjusta lot of fun things. Sendingthem out to get eggs, because we had chicken. | can remember
herleadingherlittle brotherout. He was just a toddler. Her telling him, "Come on, come on." He'd fall
flaton his face. She's helpinghim get up and they went out to the little hen house and collected their
eggs and we hoped he didn't fall down on the way back.
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Heather Libby:

Nota concernon the way out.

Elaine Jordan:

Thenthe one thingthat | do laugh about is the only time we had a goat. We had all kinds of animals,
cows and chickens, and we had pigs for a while. So we thought we would have agoat, and the goat was
fairly ornery. Soone day | took the little kids and we wentand we picked black raspberries, which are
not easy to find and not easy to pick. We took the goat along with us like he was a pet dog because
that's how this goat acted. We had our buckets full and the kids were littleand their buckets were full.
On the way back, that goat knocked those buckets full of black raspberries out of theirhands and ate
every darnlast one of them.

HeatherLibby:
No pie foryouthat day.

Elaine Jordan:
That's right.

HeatherLibby:
Oh, okay. Allright. Soyou spoke a little bitabout the crops. What kind of crops did your husband grow?

Elaine Jordan:

Corn and soybean, the main ones. And hay, because we always had cows.

HeatherLibby:

Right. Were you involved very muchinthat day to day or were you more gardening, anythinglike that?

Elaine Jordan:

We were married forabout 10 years before we had kids. So, | would work with him on the farm. | didn't
know how to run a tractor, but he put me on there hardly knowing what | was doing. | would discand
run the tractor with him. I neverdid any of the otherfarm machinery, butitwas a lot simplerback then
run, geton a tractor. But he did the combiningand all the otherfarm machinery stuff. But| tried to do
what | could.

HeatherLibby:

Right. Okay. All right. So you spoke a little bit about you guys had animals, and did you raise those to
sell?Toeat?

Elaine Jordan:

Yeah. It was beef cattle. Definitely. We didn't really have much on the farm as far as pets or exotic
things.Johnsaidif we're goingto raise itand feed itand put all the work and effortintoit, it better
make us some money. So we didn't have horsesforthat reason.

HeatherLibby:
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Yeah. How large of a scale was it for the animals?

Elaine Jordan:

Oh, you know what, that's one thing | neverkepttrack of was the numbers. Maybe 50 head of cattle,
very few. We did have pigs for a while, which was fun. It was a fun experience forthe kids because pigs
would have babiesand theylovedtosee all the babies onthe farms be born.

Heather Libby:
Did you have any middle of the night birthing stories?

Elaine Jordan:
No.

HeatherLibby:

It seemslike there are often those. Okay, wellthat's good. Did you raise any of your own food?

Elaine Jordan:

Oh, yeah. We always had a garden. We maybe some fruittrees, afew fruit trees. We always raised
chickensand | dressed chickens foraboutevery yearwe lived onthe farm.

Heather Libby:

Didyou do canning? Freezing?

Elaine Jordan:

Yep.

HeatherLibby:
All of that stuff?

Elaine Jordan:
Yep. All of it.

HeatherLibby:
Okay.

Elaine Jordan:

Pickles, freezing, canning, all of it.

Heather Libby:
| think you spoke a little bitto this, but who did what kind of work on the farm?

Elaine Jordan:

Well, I'm here to tell you-
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Heather Libby:

Justneverends.

Elaine Jordan:

...we lived onthat farm during the eighties when it was hard to hang onto your farm. So, John always
had to work off the farm just so we could keep the farm. So that meant that me, and when the kids got
oldenough, and let me tell you, that was pretty young, we putthemto work when they were pretty
young. We had to do the chores because he often didn't get home until late and he had plenty to do.
He'd often workin the field after he got home from his job intown. So we all worked. As soon as those
kids were old enough, they helped haul hay bales to the cows and helped plantagarden. Assoon as
they were old enough, they were on atractor or drivingatruck. So, eve rybody worked on the farm.

HeatherLibby:

Yeah, family endeavor. Now, you mentioned some of the farm machinery and technology, but doyou
have any specificmemories? It's fine if you don't.

Elaine Jordan:

| do have specificmemories. I'll neverforget, it seemed like we would go outinthe springand we
must've had wetsprings. | don'tthink we do so much, it doesn'tseem like we do now, but we sure did
then.Soyou'd go outand we always had wet spots, it seemed like, in every field and you'd try to avoid
them, but oh God help youifyougot hung upin that wetspot with yourfarm machinery.|can
rememberJohnwithabiggertractor and maybe the neighborwith abiggertractor using chainsto chain
up to my tractor. They would getonthere and pull. | can remember my tractor goingup and | thoughtit
was goingtoturn over backwards with me onit. It happened again and again. Farmingis a dangerous
occupation. Itreallyis. These were tractors that didn't have cabs onthem or anything. They didn't have
anythinglike that. That was a spring occurrence, just about every spring.

Heather Libby:

Were there anyinjuries ever?

Elaine Jordan:

No. Fortunately, nothing ever really bad happened. Thank goodness.

HeatherLibby:

Yeah. So how many members, if any, are still farming today?

Elaine Jordan:

Our sonis still. He has his own farm. He is on a farm that my fatherowned and he had his cousinfarmit
most of our lives. When my dad's cousin retired from that farm, he wanted to keepitand he knew Justin
wanted tofarm. So Justin was only about 24 or 25, he was pretty young. He said to him, he says, "Justin,
| wantyou to have that farm." And Justin said, "I'll try it. I'm pretty young." We helped sign papersso he
could, because he boughtiton contract from my dad. So | rememberitwas an overwhelming
responsibility for him because he says, "Gosh, all the otherkids my age are goingto college and doing
things that 24 yearolds are doing." He said, "I'm the only one that is buyingand owns a farm." It was
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overwhelming atthe time. Well, now he's 40 something and he owns a farm that's probably worth
$250,000 or more. So, | think he made the right choice.

Heather Libby:

Yeah. Well, that's good. Any other memoriesyou'dliketo share or anything we didn't get to touch upon
that youwere hoping we talk about today? Well,

Elaine Jordan:

| can't say enough about my husband and my son. One thing| do think that we all learned, and my
daughtertoo, growingup on a farm, we learned to be independent but also care about things. Learned
to work hard. | justthinkit was a great experience. It was hard, especially during the eighties when
timeswere tough forfarmersand a lot of farmerslost theirfarms. It was very sad. We managed to hang
on to ours, thank goodness. I'm glad that my joke aboutJustinis, we raised you and amply
demonstrated how hard it was and how you didn't have any money livingon a farm, but you still want
to farm.

HeatherLibby:
Right. What do you thinkitis aboutit?

Elaine Jordan:

He likes farming differently than the way we did it. He likes havingland and he farms very organically
and sustainably. | think he enjoys that. He wants farming to be done differently and he's ayoung farmer.
The way that's going to happenis by farmers doingit, and he's one of the farmersthat's doingit. He's
demonstratingthatit's possible tofarmthat way and still make money and still take good care of the
land. He hastwo daughters and he says, "Why would | do anythingand put anything on my crops or on
my land that would harm my children?" So, we're pretty proud of him.

HeatherLibby:

Sounds like you should be. | appreciate thatand | appreciate what you and your husband did to gethim
there and for helping our community in that way. So thank you. Thank you for sharing your me mories
with me today. | really appreciate it.

Elaine Jordan:

Oh, this was fun. Thank you.

HeatherLibby:

You're welcome. Allright, I'm going to sign off now.
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