
In the rolling hills north of 
Cler_mont, soil conservation is a 
not only something to work to­
ward- it is a -necessity. Prevent­
ing soil erosion is a task that the 
Mark and Denise Nelson family 
has taken to heart. 

. The Nelsons rece~tly learned 
they were named the State Owner/ 
Operators of the Year- an honor 
given by the Soil Water Conser­
vation District Commissioners of 
Iowa in Des Moines. After win­
ning district and region-al awards, 
Mark and Denise earned the honor 
after implementing a six-part con­
servation plan which includes con­
tour farming, t~rracirig, gr~ss 
buffer strips along waterways, 
conservation tillage, crop rotation, 
and forestry work. · 

Thi rd-generation conserva­
tion farmers, the Nelsons started 
farming in the Clermont area in 
1977; With three children, (two 
girls and one boy) . the Nelsons 
own or rent 2,400 acres in Fayette 
and Clayton Counties. In addition, 
the Nelsons operate a 1 ,300 sow 
farrow to finish operation with 
over 25-,000 pigs finished each 
year. The Nelsons employ five 
full-time employees to assist them 
with the-operation of their farm. 

Mark's grandfather, Millard 
Nelson, Sr. started farming on land 
he rented in the Clermont area in · 
the .1940s when soil oonservation 
was virtually nonexistent. ·Watch­
ing the topsoil disappear by ·tons 
in the hilly area, lre was one of the 
first ·farmers in the area to imple­
ment contour farming. 

In the 1960s Mark's father, 
-Millard Jr.; continued the conser­
. vation effort by building terraces 
that acted like dirt _d~ms ·to stop 
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erosion and rotated hay with row · Over the past couple years, 
crops on the steeper ground. He Nelson has taken cropland mit of 

·bought the farin tha~ Mark · now production with a 15 year CRP 
· lives on and later bought the farm contract and planted trees. He said 

that Mark's grandfather rented the Ian~ was difficult to farm· with 
which former Governor ·Larrabee steep, short rows and that aesthet­
had once owned. M~uk said his dad ics played a role in his decision to 

-logged trees needed for new con- plant timber. A variety of trees 
struction but then replaced the har- have been pl~mted on the Nelson 
vested trees with seedlings ·in fol- property including walnut, white 
lowing years. pine, ash, hard maple, red oak, and 

Once Mark bought the land in · . other speCies. · -
1977, he added contour buffer Timber is oniy one ofsi-?' p~rts 
strips on the·steeper ground aqd of Nelson's conservation plan 
continued to build grassback ter- which has a com, com on bean, 
races 5 to 15 feet wide each year. crop ·rotation. He no-tills after 
Because of the width · of the ter- beans, no-tills com after com, and 
races, Mark is able to plow on-their minimal-tills after com stalks go­
top sides though the construction ing into beans. Every third year 
is costly - .at a $1.50 to $2 per foot. he injects liquid hog manure us­

__ Last year Nelson constructed ing a-nutrition management plan 
$11,000 in terraces while utilizing . for his fertilize·r requirements. 
a 50% cost share from the Natural Approved by the Iowa DNR, 
Resources Conservation Service as Nelson's nutrition management 
much as possible. · · plan relies on testing the soil us-

With 11 acres of grass buffer ing a grid system to better deter- _ 
strips · along streams and rivers, mine application amounts. 
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Nelson hopes to keep soil particles -Nelson's conservation tillage 
-- and with them pollutants -- from -of the land. leaves crop residue on 
reaching ·Water. The grass buffer the field and helps minimize wind 
strips, including 13 acres of field erosion. Some land is continuous 
borders, range from 20 to 40 feet com and beans a~e not planted on 
wide with brome grass about .3 to steeper slopes . . While soil com-
4 feet tall. ' · paction is a problem, Nelson sees 

Denise & Mark Nelson, rural Clermont, were not only district and regional 
conservation award ~inners, but state honors too as Owner/Operators of the 
Year. 

Nelson uses his most highly it as a tradeoff as more.tillage leads 
erodible land for timber which has to increased erosion. · . particles getting into the water which 
strong tree roots keeping the land The hilly land around he is trying to prevent with a n'umber 
in pl~ce that would erode if row Clermont is naturally high in phos- of initiatives. 
ciops were pl~ted. Managing 200 phorous because land that was for- Nelson has begun adding. the en­
acres of timber, Mark has begun medy timber has more phospho- zyme phytase to hog feed to help the 
direct seeding nuts on land enrolled rus than land that was previously pigs utilize more . of the phosphorous 
in 'the· Conservation Reserve Pro- prairie, he explains. Nelson said _in. 90m leading to less put back into 
gram. While conceding that tree he has an ongoing battle to keep the soil when it is used as fertilizer. 
planting requires a little luck, phosphorous levels under control. He noticed a 25 percent reduction in 
Nelson ·said that ·he has been im- "It's a real concern," he noted phosphorous since he started using the 

·pressed with the growth of his most stating· that inost of the pollution enzyme. The increased amount of 
recently planted timber. from phosphate is a result of soil phosphorous _utilized by the hogs has 

led to a decreased need for the addi­
tion of dicalcium phosphate to rations. 

· · With a myriad of conservation 
techniques, the Nelsons believe they 
have achieved a 5. ton per acre loss 
rate which is sustainable because land 

·regenerates itself. The Nelsons have 
also been honored with several other 
awards the past year including the 
Fayette. County Tree Farmer Award 
and the Young Lutheran F~umer 
Award. 
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·The-talk brthe field is the 
FirstN ational Bank,. Oelwein. 
(• _11.1~ First Z.flatio1talBmzk, Oeb•~iJl . . . 

_ cares t1boutortr c'omptt11)'~ iJ1ifi- . -· 
J·iibta.l ileeils-:iiil!f· a.bout 'ugricultllre 
as a- .,-~~hol£. ~.':_Recker - Excaviiti1_1g· _ 

.(Left to rigltl: 1 inl: R_ecl(Rr, Riuul_l' fl. JJ 
q.11.it Th_i1. R_et-:lier) - - · ~ -~ · · 

At tlte F!rst :National Bank 
.. . Oel \JJe in. v.re 're declica.ted 1o agricul-
- . . . '-' 

tu~-e ; · That's why w«e offer personal ... . 
ii:ect, service tO ~:neet tl\f inrllvidLl.al 

, Itee_ds of'each fann opeiati.on or ag _ 
• .bl~~ss . ·.Ai\d why ~«e~re tl1f -choice_of 

le~tg northeaSt IoWa. businesses lilre 
· Re~ker ~avafulg,a:t\d for Tellin -· 
Fanns , · ·. · 

. . 

For rn.or-e' illfonnation ol\ how·t.he 
First N atibnal BaJ;\J; Oehsreill can help · . 

. yott in·yntu field. c~ (3 19) 283~2~24.' -, -

) ' . 

- .. ' . . 

-' · . ~mployees at the s_cs 
.office in West Union are 
pictured at left. From ~ 

·. left-: Tom Spe,rjslage, 
La Vonne /<och, Jerry . · · 
Muff,.Angie Freilinger, 
Mike -Henderson; Lori · 
Kohl11_leyer, .Ai Crowe~ .... 

· Josh GruberandJoe 
. 

7 

·wingert. , -

· More ~h~n -y~u .think •. 
More optfon5. More setvices. · More of your needs met. · 
·CaiJ your Farm Bureau agent today to discover your 
options. Farm Bureau Financial Setvices ... 
more than you. think. 

· Auto • Home • . Life • Annuities 
~ Commercial • .Farm & Ranch • IRAs· 

-C>FBL 200! 5-«l _ 

TRUE BLUE ZTR® 
' .· . . . . 

·Dixol1® ZTR®· Residential· Hydro-Drive . · 
Zero Turning Radius Mower 

· ·-• Zero Turning Radiu? for easy 
· handling-& ·maneuverability 

• .Cut widths-frqm 36 11·5011 

• Users report cutting their 
mowing time in half 

· . ~ Fun· to run, ·too! · 

· Come in for a tree test drive! · · 

The Onl_y Troe.ZTR® -
is a a·lue ZTR® •. ; · , 

Some Used 
Maehines 

-. on Hand! . 

I r.JIXDI':il 
. Z1R. Mowers~ 

®Di_xon and ZTH are re~gistered trademarks 'of Dixon Industries, Inc. 

Pape's AppUaoCe %. 
· : Hawkey,e (5.6_3) .427-3246 . Alf1 

; ·- .~ I • • 
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Slope length. eritieal to erosion levels: ··· · 
In Fayette Cqunty, comnion 

slope lengths are anywhere from 
200- 400', with a good numbec 
longer than 600'. Long slope 
lengths allow for water-to "get up . 

· to speed" and start .cutting -and 
eroding. Increased speed means 
increased energy, which means 
increased erosion potential. 

Breaking slope length into 
manageable pieces is important. 
120 - 180' is a good distance to 
break slop~s into as a~er that ero­
sion is much more likely. Con­
touring breaks slope.lengtl) into 
manageable pieces. Contouring . . 
as -a land management_ practice 

' saves significant amounts of soil . 

Report from. NACD-. 
By Bill Bennett- NACD director 

In 2001 the NACD (NationaL~s­
sociation _of Conservation Districts) 
board of. directors met three times, 
in Fort Worth, Texas, in Washingtgn, 
D.C. and in Salt Lake, Utah to dis­
cuss issues related to the wise use of 

-" the nations resources. The executive 
board. of NACD met -several times 
with the Clinton and then the ~ush 
administration on the conservation 
issues. In addition, the ~ouse and 

, as the examples below will de­
scribe. : 

Examples: 
,_ . Com - bean rotation, up and 

down the hill farming ( 400' slope 
length@ 3~-slope), leaving 30% 
residue after planting each crop 
erosion ~3 tons/acre/year .' 
. erosion @ 600' slope length ·= 3_.4 
) ol).s/acre/year : 

Com - bean rotation, con­
toJ.Ired, (15Q' slope length @ 3% 
-slope), same residue as above ero­

.. sion =1.7 -tons/acre/ye~r , 
_ ¢qm :- bean rotation, con­

toured with 30" grass bufferstrips 
(120' slqpe·-length @ '3% slope), 
s~e reside as above erosion = 1.3 

tons/acre/year 
, Ba~ed . on the examples 
-above, if the typical '160 acre farm 
·was switched into-a contour row 
pattern wit_ll grass bufferstrips, -
soil erosion could be reduced by 
2i2 tons per year for a· 57% 're­
duCtion in soil -loss. We ·would 
an notice 272 tons of soil if it was· 

. annu~lly_ dumped in qur front 
yard. 

Top soil is the "wealth" of our 
econo!ny. Saving_it and keeping 
it ori the hillsides is essential to 
long and short term productivity. 

.f 
Fa~ette CoUnty Farm gets 

. f!onservation treatment -
senate agriculture com~ittees - re- LocatedhefH:eenFayetteandWestUnion,theapproximately4f)O-acrecounty 
q1:1ested that N.ACD give testimony · far!Jl fs shown above. For the pPst severolyears, the farm has had very little 
bdore them in the farm bill. · .cotiservation applied. Couflo/ supevisl!_r Ric Izard] ens en states, "OQ.e of the 

)36th the house ·and ..,senat~- ver- .· IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT ~e0;5ons the farm was neglected is tluit it was designated as not highly erod­
sions of the new farm bill inclw::le . - · ible by the USDA- SCS,for conservation compliance, ·roughly 10 years 
many more cons~rv'ation -measures. The_ ~aye~e ~o~l & Water ~onser- ago._ Unfortunately, the farm has experienced several severe storms whick 

. . . f h h . · - vat1on D1stnct s Annual Report stri" d th to il "Last h fi · d. · · Th1s due to th~ act t _at t _e.'"?~e use Published by the Fayette · _ _p.pe e ']JSO : year.t e ann recetve .a conservattonfacelift. 
of r_es.ources -~ th~ ke~ ~o a strong SWCD, Hwy. ~ 150,-120 N. C~~ur ?uff~r strips were aplie__d over ~uch of the farm, shown on the 
and v1able nat10~. ·Nac? 1s happy_ to Industrial Pkwy., West Union, aerialas~~htlines.Gras~edwaterwaysw_er,ealsoconstructed,rpuiareshown 
se~_ that congress IS looking to reward Ia. 52175 as dark lines. Jensen notes, "Even though much of the work is completed, -
and assist" people that are doing a Issue No. 4 _ there q.re_ areas that need to get nwre attentif?n.·We credit the farm tenant, 

. good job of protecting-and using <;>ur Published February 2001 Richard .lpckard,for his-cooperation in applying the CRP practices to 
natural resources:_ · Statement of Frequency: Annually the farm.". · · 

J!RACTIC,E 
·- FA_RM 

GONSERVATION 

BREHME &-· SONS 
. ·coNSTRUCTION 

lilGHER VALUE 
- ' 

Use· Chicken Li~er Fertilizer to Improve Water Quality 

Land Improvement Contr~ctqr & Tiling .' 

Disc~ver the-advantages-of chicken litter fertilizer-from Hawkeye·Co-op on a portion 
.of your corn ~isoyb,ean ac·res, and discover the benefits! 
• ISU researchers are conducting a six-year study to determine how applying poultry !itter to· cropland impacts water quality. 

- ·wa~~n.a 63~--~~-21. .. 

is proud ol oJJr Fayette 
~ County· lteward1hipl < 

Elgin State Bank 
"Building a Future with ~eighbor~ & Friends" , 

.lrnr:ro.-s>.Gl ELGIN 426-551? . FDi·i ·I PI 
,_ q "•·'' • ~= WADENA 774-2335 ---- sHAZAM· 

Early results (in its 4th year) show that poultry Htte( can lead to lower nutrient runoff and higher corn yields than 'commerci~l _liquid fertilizer. 
·• · Nitrogen concentrations lower than liquid Ditrogen._ · -
• Average 19.6 bu/acre higher yield. _ . , 

High corn yields due to more nitrogen heading into the key ear~ 
filling months of ·July &August, whereas liquid UAN is water­
soluble and niore readily washes away in rain than· poultry litter. 

• ·poultry litter is ORGANIC. lt'improves the overall nutrient content 
of the soil. 
Economic beneftts to-farmers. 
Environmenlai benefits· to all. 
Richer in N-P~K, micro-nutrients & soil building organics. 

• Reduce nee'cl for inputs in comin~ years. 
• Lower cost per acre. 

Readily available supply_ each year. 

r---
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Brenda Meyers recipient. of Soil Water · 
Conservation · Distr.ict $500 · ~cholarship 

A freshman at Iowa State Univer- - · 
sity, Brenda Meyers was the recipi­
ent of a $500 Soil Water Conserva-

. . tion Di~trict scholarsnip fur Spring'. 
2002: 

Heavily involved ill both FFAand 
4-H, Brenda hopes to obtain her 
master'_s degree and 'York for a com~ · 

· pany involved with agriculture. Ma­
joring in agricultural bus!ness and 

·minoring in accounting, she-said she 
is a '~capal:>le, determined, and hard- : · 
working person." ·-· Brenda Meyers 

·--

At North-Fayette High School, . . her numerous awards. 
Brenda repeatedly made the honor· A member of 4~H ·trpm 1993 to 
roll and became a member of the NF · present, she has serve~ as -'th~ presi-

. Honor Society in 20()1. Involved in dent of the Diligent Dover's 4-H 
bo.th British and Gentian Clubs; · ·Club, vice president ot the Fayettt;: 
Brenda earned a place in Who's Who · County 4-H Council, anq was in­
in Foreign Language and traveled · volved 'in the Northeast Area 4-H 

abroad in the British exchange in June' Council and -State 4 -H Council. FC,yette SWCD ~ommis~ioners are pictu~ed above. Seated,from left- DickJense11, Bill Be~nettand Deb 
2000. · ·- Wh~e seiving ·irt-4-H at varying lev..: 1 b k - J lW Jud B · Will 0 1 dJ ·h ·G .1: b 

Brenda was also involved in eis, .Brenda earned many ·volunteer · De.ss£ .-IT( ac -Joyce '[rottei, oe mgert, lY . ennett, . _g e.an · 0 n raJen e~g. 
speech, track ana volleyball and was an4 leadership awaros.· -
entered into. Who's Who in Ameri- Brenda worked as; a waitress at 
can High School Students. . J>izza Palace ~nd se~ed as an assis-

While at North ·Fayette, Brenda,. 'tant sunday school teacher whil~ liv-
held several offices in FFA and par- 1 ing in West Union. · · 

Downs· Dairy _Ac:re:age. 
· Acreage &_ Da1ry setup, 
· • . -. Dov·~r twp._ · · . : 

Lange~man Farm. 
. · Westfield twp., . 

ticjpated in sey~ral activities earning 

Report frorQ._CDI 
. ' 

By William Bennett, President of-' .. 
CDJ . . -

The year 2001 was a year of ac-' 

Natural Resources Conservation Ser­
vice (NRCS) and Iowa Department- · 

. of Agriculture (IDALS), CDI helped · 
· to develop a six module-training pro- : 
-gram for commissioners; Thi.s will 
help commissioners to meet their re­
-sponsibilities and better serve· the 
ne~ds of the conservation effort. This 
training will be given in 2002. 

In December, Bernie Bolton of · · 
Oakland was elected president to re­
place William Bennett of Elgin ... and 
Gail (Butch) Neumeyer of Walker 
w_as el~cted vi~-president of CDL 

Hansen ·farm 
· 156.15 acres, Union twp., · 
. buildipg site w/g~a,! n bins 

& machine shed. 
. complishmehts-and disappointments 
for the Conservation.Districts oflowa 
(CDI): CDI gave training for new' 
commissioners across the state early 
in theyear sonewly elected commi~- · 
sioners and others who wished to at- · 
tend had -more knowledge ot' the. 
powers _arid responsibilities. CDI 
worked very hard to help the Iowa 
-legislature find ways to help protect 
·OUT natural resources. Thanks to . 
everyone 's efforts, we were able to · 
retain cost-share funding and techni­
cal assistance_ in the budget. How­
ever, Commissioners across the state . 

. were disappointed to discover that 
funds to reimburse them for out of 
poc~et expen·ses wete cut in half. As 
one commissioner told his represen-

_PrOtect Your farnt ~Am Feed Your 
Uvestoek At rhe Satfle n~~te 

. tatives and state senators,. 
"Commissioners . would .not mind 
working for no p~y and .paying half 

· their expense, if everyone-that was · 
eiected to office would do the saine." 
As the year pa~ed and state revenue 
fell short, CDI.lost some of tbe tech­
nical support that .was· rieetied to get 
conservation on the land. · 

CDI had several thirigs importanr-:­
to Iowans. adopted as Jx;>li_cy by the _ 
National Association of Conservation 

Our ForMate policy not. only 
provides excellent profec­
tion for your farm, it can qlso 
save you-money! · 

Stop. by ~our- offfce, today f9r a 

compe~itiv~ quote on your . 
·farm insurance. 

.District {NACD) at the annual meet- :·B. · -u· _·T· . ·IKQ·. f ·E_R.. . .- -.. , 
ing as reSolutions were.discussed and . 
voted on. CDI was called to give tes- I . . . . .. 
tirilony as us Senators ht::ld hearings 'N SURAN CE' L. L. c~ 
on the fairnbilllegi~lati<;m and .CDI 223 Center St.;.-Elgin 
members served on US Cong(ess · (563) 426 5306 · 

farm bill advisory coriuiii~ees. l~~-· ::· ==·==~· __ j_JII;~~~~ Working with th~i{ oore partners . 

. ; 

Bertch Farm· 
'-

.. ·..:".t 

lllyria twp., 223.89 acres, 
175.Tac.res in timber reser\te·, 

building site wit~ some improvements . 

· Do~ris .(M~eyer) · far~ 
. .. 130 acres, Dover twp. · . 

• Sidewalks -
• Basements 
• Manure Pi 
• Hog Bldgs. 

Commercial 
Residential 
Agricultura] 

• Rock & dirt 
ha~lirig = , . ·' · 

. Backhoe & 
. .. finishing .. 
• Fence-r9ws. 

Dozer work 

· · · 195 acres . . 

Baumler Farm 
· 128.8 acres, Dover twp. · 

BAKER CONCRETE & EXCAVATING 
245. 'Lakeview Dr., Clermont 

. -· .. 4 23·~ 5:000 
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SouiuJ. eomervation "managfmacmf needed ·on IoWa. farmS 
. . ' : .. ' 

By Leroy Brown, State Conseiv.a- Every time you buy a loaf ·of tance a_rid outreach to all private 
tionist, Natural Resources Con- bread, have a drink of water, or landowners and hmdusers 
servation Service, Iowa watch a flock of geese head south through local Soil and Water Con-

What comes to mind when . in the .fall, you are reaping · the s_ervation Districts. 
you hear the~ words "An Iowa benefits of healthy natural re- Workingtogether,Iowafarm-
Farm?" You may· envision com, sources on private la_nds. Many ers and the conservation commu-
beans, cattle and hogs, many .of otper products thaJ we enjoy daily f~:ity have achieved a great deal iri 

I am . proud. of the conservation · 
· achievements Iowans have made in · 
.the past. Iowa ' landowners have 
shown that they . are committed to, 
and capable of caring for our re-

sources. The fuh,lre of conservation 
here il). Iowa looks very bright, and 
the NRCS is _ready to work hard, 
work . sm~rt, and work together, to 
help Iowans take more steps forward. 

the traditional agricultural prod- ~!So · began on privately owned conservation. Iowa is a natiomil 
ucts·. Iowa is one of the most ag- · ·land, ·including clothes,- shoes, leader-in establishing ,conseiva- · 
ric~ultlirally productive ·states in paper, and much in ore. tion 'buffers, restoring wetlands, 

New soil conservationist named 
' . . 

the.nation\ Iowa_ has 95,000 farms · ' . ·we all h~ve a lot riding on ~ and using "Conservation tillage 
from which $13 billion ·in cash healthy·natural resources.: and it's . methods. 

for Fa~ette Count~ . 
faqrr incomes is realiZed.· In ad- crit'icaf'that we care for ·tliem, .for · Today there is m·ore talk and 

• dition to these products, Iowa's · today and for the future. action than ever on conservation 
farms also produce much more _ . __ Often: when people think of issues: I am optimistic about' the 
·perhaps some things that ·you na~ra~ q:mservation they think~f future of conservation, here in 
don't think about every day. . .; , _our.'national parks. But. the truth · Iowa and across the nation. 

With sound conservation of the .. mattei is:, the majority of With new opportunities also .· 
management, Iowa's farms can land in the United States is pri- come new challenges~ and the 
also produce healthy natural re- vately owned. In fad, in Iowa,- Iowa NRCS is · ready for both. 
sources - soil, water, animals, more_ that 95 percent of the land First, we are completing a plan-
plants, and air. · Conservation ·.··_. ' is-privately owned. The success :· ning certification process to en-
minded ~armers use theirproduc- ; .. ;ofAilie'rita's environmehtal ·ef~ sure our . employees have the ' 
tive soils to grow a quality and --- X<?rt~Aepe~ds on individual vol- knowledge and tools needed to 
plentiful supply of food and en- untary decisions made by millions _ help farmers plan for soil protec- . . 
courage a , diversity -of healthy : . of priva_te landowners a~ros~~ the :· tion, water quality,. aJ?.d other re-
plants, including crops, trees, and ·country. _ . · ·source · concerns. ~econdly, we 
wildflowers. Privately owned The Natural Resourc~s- Con-:. are continuing to work closely 
land is the basis for healthy and : . servation Service (NRCS) is an - with our partners at the_ state and 
abundant wildlife that the rest of · agency in the.U.S._Oej:>artment of local level; EffeCtive locally-.l~d 
the population watches, hunts; · --: Agriculture that works with land,. conservation will cori_tinue tci be 
and-fishes. _Finally, conservation owners to protect ·and im'prove the key in impleine~ting conser-
practices help make·deaner air for natural resource~ on priva,te lands. vaiion pra~tiCes ·and systems· th_at 
everyone to breathe. NRcs· provides. technical assjs- : meet local i1ee,d~ .- Thirdly, we'are 

.. . , . ve ·_wilbur 
.. · ord SerVice 

··,.~;check o·ti"t ­
. -.~. & tu ne:.up 
your truck. 

contiPuing t_o cultivate new rela-
.tionships with ,people that (.share 
out interset and goals. Many 
people are interested in conserva­
tion - and we are-working to fino 
coillmon ground-and ·work to-
gether. · 

Angie Freilinger has-filled the 
vacancy for a soil conservation- . 

. ist for Fayette County. _Freilinger, 
originally form Monona, gradu­
ated from Iowa State University 
in 2001 with a B.S. degree in . 
Agronomy. After spending her 
high school years :working on her 
uncle's.farm and being acquainted 
with 4er. fath~r's contracting busi­
ness she decided to pl.l.rsue a ca­
reer in the conservation field. · 

D1:1ring college Fteilinger 
spent . her summer internships 
working.for local cooperatives iii 
the Monona, Waukon and 
Postville areas. After graduating 
from Iowa State University in 
May of 2001. she accepted a tem­
porary position with the Resource 

. Conse!Va'tjon and Developrhent, 
RC&D', office in Postville. 

_ Freilinger worked . as the Geo­
graphic Information Systems, 

· GIS, assistant ahd aided the' Up-

. . . , Let. us help_with y9ur ·. _. 
TILING, BACKHOE WORK·& BULLDOZING . 

11111 DRI~~II, 
. ·~~-. __ .. ,_~-- ~·wAUCQMA,:t~ -. :- ,,.~,-~ 

_; ·-·· ·. PHONE 563-776~·46-93 
,.. .. .. p:-... • • ~ • ' • ;, . -. . •.• ?" ..... • .... -·~ ......... .. .... 

Angie 
Freilinger 

per Iowa River Watershed Project 
-in analyzing information about 
_wate·r quality and erosion· -issues 

· occurring within the watershed 
boundaries; 

Freiljnger then accepted a 
temp.olary, position with the 
Allamake€';·¢ounty Soil and Wa­
ter Conservatjpn District, SWCD, · 
as the project coordinator for the 

. Big Paint Creek Watershe.d 
~ Project. While etnplqyed .at the 

Allamakee· SWCD Frei11nger 
then accepted a permanent posi­
tion with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Services working as 
the soil conservationist for Fay-
ette County. - . . 
· Freilinger spends her spare 
time outdoors. She enjoys h]..mt­
ing, fishing, and other outside ac:­
tivities. Freilinger is looking for-

. ward to working with_ the land­
owners in F~yette County . 

Crop Insurance 

-· .'\,. · .~ 

MILLER INS-URANCE. 
·111 so·uth Vfne; West Union 

5.63-422-581 0 .. 

' I 

'l 

.. 
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· Umsines eonaplete fHJnlr Stabilization projeet on ~~ Biver 
By Josh Gruber 

Everyone remembers the flood 
of 1999, especially the Lansing fam­
ily b~cause that was when the ~ur­
key River began the process of steal­
ing 'one-tenth their field. 

The high water washed out the 
earthen dike that had kept the river 
in check since the early 70s. The 
dike was reinforced in 1993. After 
the dike was washed out _and an is­
land of sediment formed in the old 
river channel, the continuous flow 
of water began to cut a new channel 

. from the .Lansing's field , The chan­
nel encroached twenty feet into the 
cropland. Then it began to erode 
throughout the length of the field, 

· which extends to 300 feet, washing 
hundreds of tons of sediment down 
the Turkey River. Actions needed 
to be taken before the river ero~ea 
the remaining field. . 

· Neil began looking at his op.: 
tions by talking to Jerry Muff, Dis-

trict Conservationist, Neil Struthers, filter strip was seeded with variety 
Area Engineer, and Bill Kalishek, . of native grasses. Then over 1300 
DNR Fisheries Biologi~t. Neil had mixed oaks, ash, maples, and wit­
limited options and it was clear that low trees: were planted to establish­
the best choice would be to stabi- a deep root system in the soil. Once 

. lize the bank with dprap, an.d ,then - -established the· vegetat-~on will' riot 
add a CRP riparian buffer strip on only hold the soil in place. It will 
the fields along the ri~e.r . . After in- ·also begin to filter the runoff that 
tensive planning, the project was · goes into the river, w~ich will help 
under construction. The riprap · improve quality ·of the water in the 
project required roughly 1400 tons Turkey River. . 
of large rocks and boulders. They _ Special thanks should be given 
were placed on the outside· bend of . to the Lansing family for corpplet­
.the riverbank for stabilization. The ~ing and-environmental projected of 
rock bank is now apprbximately · this significance. The Lansings 
650ft long, 8 ft. high and 2 ft. thick. completed this project with no costs­
The five foot dike that had been share assistance. 
washed out was also re~uilt _and According to Neil and his 
lined up with the neighbor's dike. To mother the total expense of the 
establish a root system _in the soil project was near the price that the 

cial thanks should be given "to~'tfie 
Lansing family for showin~ their 

concern for conservation. 

behind the riprap a riparian buffer' Lansing family paid for the farm ;:::;:::::::';:;};j.~:~::::;:J'[::::: 
strip was established. The entire back in tQe early 60s. Again a spe- .::'""''''''''::t::,;:,,,,,,,, ,_.,,,, 

riverbank, over 2,000 feet, now has 
a 60-foot wide CRP filter strip along 
the edge of Lansing's cropla~d. The In the spring of 2001 after the. construction was completed the water 

' beg~n to rise as usutll but no~ to re,:ord levels. Ne~ sa,~, "Not a stone 
was moved and the riprap prevent any further eroswn . 

. . Mo_re· ·than 
gOotrtooking. 

Don't let the good looks of New Holland TS tractors 
fooJ you. These tractors.re·ally know how to wor~. 

• Up to 320/o torque rise from reliable New Holland 
engin~s _ . -:- • -_ · . -

_ • . 18.2 gpm or 21 gpm liydrauhc flow from your 
cho.ice of two proven syste-ms · 

• Exceptional visibility frE?m .the 
· · comfortable, roomy ·cab 

.· Choose from three models from 70- to 
90- PJO hp. Test. drive. a TS tractor ~oday. 

BAUMlEIIMJlEMENT 
1306 H:.vy.1so s.,Jft{e.!\:U~i9_n _ · (563) 422·38_3~ 
' . . . ~ .. ~ ~ :~:.!. _.> ~ ~- .. ; .. ~~ . 
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Upper MtUJuofleta·River watershed • · 
B Tt. S rfi l E . 1 and wetland construction. Farmers For the watershed; this' amounts to a UPPER MAQUOKETA RIVER eral Nonpoint Source Management Pro-
, Y ~'!l. 'Pe sage, nvzronmen~a are also learning h~w to refme nu- total of 44,000,000# of sediment -. WATER QUALITY PROJECT gram (Section 3l9 fo the Clean Water 
Spec_whst II Iowa D~partment 0~ irient and manure use so that opti- transported through the river. Ero- Project Coordinator - Tom Act). Technical assistance is provided 
AgncultureandLand~tewa.rdshzp mum y· ield are maintained ·while siononthelandscapewasmore:....this . Sperfslage John Rodecap bytheU.S.Departmentof~cul~re, 

Th U M k R . - ' . NaturalResourcesConservatiOnServtce. e pper aquo eta Iver limiting the negative impacts of fio11re is J·ust the amount carried m and Chad Ingels · d · && d 
n.l Q 1· p · · (UMRWQP) 0

"" • Allprogramsan serytcesareou~re on 
_vvater . ua_I~Y roJeCt over-appli~ation. the river. Much of the· transported IowaDepartmentof:A-gn~ulture .. a nondiscriminatory basis, without regard 
IS entenng Its secon? year of efforts All of these practices improve sediment is likely now in the bottom - DSC Iowa State Umversity-Ex- to race, color, national origin, religion,-
to help lando:vners m the southeast . water quality: But how and when of Backbone Lake. .- tension _ sex, ~ge, marital status, or handicap. 
part of,~he count~ g~t better control will we know that? In order to know Additionally, each acre ~ntrib- Office: Fay_ette County SWCD . . 
of erosiOn and nut~Ient los~. The the value of what is being done now, uted, on average, 62.6# of Nitrogen . Office: 201 East Clark, Room 113 
UMRWQP falls in parts of four soil we needed to collect information on and 1.3# of Phosphorus. This 1~0 N. Industrial Pkwy, West Union, · 
and water co~servation districts ii · what was "historically" .happening. amounts to 2,504,000-# N and · Iowa 52175 POB · 487, 
Fayette, Clayt?~· Delawar~, a_nd The following is real-world sampling_ 52,000# p being carried through the Fayette; Iowa 52142 PJ 
Buchanan; and m total, contams information. Itisbasedondailysam- river_system. These losses are dra- Ph. (563)422-3868 · Fax . liftf ~OUr 
over40,000acres . . Therear~many plingeventswithanalysisbeingcom- .. malic, and pose real threats to the (563)422-3961 Ph. (563)425- OWft praJ•rJ• • 
spon~ors of the proJect, and mclude pleted in labs at Iowa State Uni~er- bottom line and environment. All 3233 Fax (563)425-3114 - "' 
the SWCDs, IDALS-DSC,-IDNR, . sity. This· data represents a monitor- sediment, N and P figures are about The Upper Maquoketa River Water By Richard 

1 
ens en 

EPA, ISU, Headwaters .Council, , · ing station just north of Backbone · twice what 1999 data yielded. Quality project is supported in part or~ 
USDA-NRCS and FSA. Lake, on the Upper Maquoketa Riyer There are many opportunities to total ~Y the Iowa Departm~nt 0~ ~~-

So far, landowners in the water- . for the year of 2000, as we are still help protect the farm and the envi- cuf_lSoturil~ anCo. d Land ~tewarthrdshiph, Dfutvdistonf 
h d h d ll t · b "th · · & 200·1 d be turn d h" h h . h o nservat10n, oug . n s o s e ave one an exce en JO WI waitmg ~or ata t~ re. . e .. ronment, both ~f w IC we c ens . . the W~ter Protection Fund and; by the 

improving land and nutrient man- ~e dra~ag~ ~ea feedmg this sam- ~ake a~vantage of these opportum- Iowa Department of Natural ~esources 
agement. There have been over 25 piing station IS JUSt over 40,000 acr~s. ties while they last- every_ acre and through a grant from the u.s. Environ-
miles of waterways and 15 miles of For the year 2000; each acre m every landowner makes a difference. mental Protection Agency under the Fed-
filters trips installed. Headway is - the watershed ~ntributed, on aver- . 
being made into contour farming age, 1,099# of sediment to the river. 

Don 
ns,e·n _ ._ . 
·- .. '- . 283-2211 
R~AL.JORS 1-soo-4o9-14so. 

11IT'S THE SIGN OF THE TIM. ES" G) -~~ First ~v~. _NE. IH 
~ Oelwem, lA · REAlTOR' 

Residential - Commercial - Farms 
After business ho~rs call: . ' 

Sandie Graf 636-2512 Erin· Perry. 
Bob Kalb 634-3654. Don Jensen 
Dave Gearhart 283--3612 

lee u1lor ••• 
Computer, TV & VCR 
Repair 

Proudly Supp~rting . 
the FayeHe County 

· Soil & Water 

Consenation ---~~=;;;~~~~~~i 
District ~ 

. . Waterway & we 
No ·till farmjng 

· _. · · .- Clean ground-water 
:....__;'""'-'-+-'--~~--- · NoiFihvasive·land -use·· 

Animal habitats . 

· For you·r hard wo_rk, Maynard Savings Bank 
· . salutes Fayette County conservationists! 

A growing number of people 
want their own patch of prairie. They 
have a desire to create a lands_cape 

· that looks like it did when their grand­
parents caine here. Many of our 
farmers use a nativ_e grass and forbes 
seed mix in their newly enrolled CRP 
seeding plan. ·You will want to start 
by purchasing a_ good prairie mix that 

-contajns at least forbs and grasses. 
You might even jump-start this new 
prairie by buying the natives that are 
already started and then set them out._ 
However you decided to get started 
be .sure you buy from a · reputable . 
·souree. It is quite expensive iJ:lltially 
. but will provide years, of tiv_~g -his-
tory and beautj. Select· the right com­
bination of s~ed or plants that are · 
native tot our area and specific soil 
t}rpe. There are. several sources · of 
these seedS and plants 'in·our area that 
will provide you with. proper guid­
ance. This wild creation will provide 
colorful blooms for you and attract 
various birds, butteiflies·and insects . 
to enjoy. 

·After you have selected the site 
and have been advised of the seed or 
plants that are -specifically adapted 
for patch it is now time to get to 
work. As soon as the weeds get four 
inches tall in the spring hit them with 
your sprayer with Roundup. Follow 
label instructions on the container. 
Shortly before May you may need 

· to spray another time. Until your 
plants get ~st_ablisht?d weeds need to 
be cont:-olled. 
' By the p1iddle of May you 

should very lightly tilf the soil, just 
enough to get a _very -shallo\\:' bed for 
the seeds to root into. This seed only 
requires -11~ inch soil cover to ger­
minate. Any deeper and you will not· 
get the result_ you dej ire. ·· 

Several times during the summer 
you should clip. the p~tch to cqntrol 
~~ed growth.. Do npt anticipate the· 

· sami .·resultS as you would_ ~ith rad- · 
ishes.and-onions. This "crop" takes 
a I of of time ·to yield its fruit, ye~s ~ · 

· fact!' ·You .inight clip ·the weeds for 
several years.after;the planting: year. ·· · 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
JULY 1, 2000 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2001 

IM BUDGET Allocation $3,000.00 

Supplemental 
Total Allocation 
Commissioner Expenses 
Offi~ Supplies & Expenses 

1)85.00 
4,185.00 
1,786.45 

,$ 2,438.90 

3M BUDGET COST-~HARE P_R_OGRAM 

Obligated 
l!nobligated 

Spent 
Obligated. 
Unobligated 

2000-2001 Allocation $ 43,663.00 -
Spent '8,750.35 

30,361.50 
$ 4,551.15. . ' . 

1999-2000 AllOcation $ 43,6()3.00 
37,199.0Q 
- 5,631.50 

$832.50 

1998-1999 Allocation · 
· Spent 

$ 37,842.00 . . 
34,898.83 

Returned to State · 

REAP Practices Allocation 
Supplemental Allocation{. · 
Total Allocation · 
Spent 
Reallocated under 2002 Funds 

· Returned to State 

. ~~Rev<;>lV,ing Fund 
~ .... ~· . . . :· .-. 

Beginning Balance on 07-01-00 

Income. 

IM Reimburs·ement 
· Fabric Income 
Money Market -:r:ransfers to Checki; g 
Regional ~eeting · 
Supporter Club 
Tree Sales 
Upper Maquoketa Reimbursement 
Wildflowers 
Total Income 

Exp~nses 

AT'/ 
Bank Charges 
Commissioner Expenses 
Donatiops -
Education 
-fabr.ic Machine Expenses 
Gifts Given 
GPS 
Grain Drill Expenses 
Grannis _Creek Gra!lt Funds 
Houg Education Farm 
Memorials 
Miseellaneous 
Office Supplies 
Payroll . 
Sales .Tax 

· SWCD Buffer. Initiative 
Trees ; 
Upper Maquoketa Expense 
Wildflowers · 
Total Expe~s~_s. · 

.... 

.. 

$ 2,943.17 

$ 22,'093.00_ 
. 10,275:00 . 
32,368.00 . 
12,551:00 
19,517,00~":'. 

$ 3QO.OQ .. . :-.. "···- -. . 

-~ .!:., 

$ 507.91:' 
.• 

2,605.44 
2,66~.48 '•, 

55,200.00 . 
10.95 

1,55~.00 . 
4,585.80 
2,193.48 

595:70 ' 
·$69,412.85 

267.72 
60.04 

889.80 
250:00 
880:57 

8,126.19 ' 
22.20 

258.20 
17,9~0.~1 
. 0,000.09 
8,?25.57 

34.44 
75.00 

4,999.55 
1,500.00 

902:41 
5,qoo.oo 

'5,623.12 
2,696.19 

- -476.40 . 
$68,857.81 

._ .. , -~.;., ... 

:~ · Ending B~ian~~ on 06~30~01 ·., :. · ' ~.!" :~>·$5'55 ;¢~ 
,-.:· ,... Savings ·.. ::. - -· , ·:. .J • .. :: 

ti-t·l 
ltl.ll , 
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ACCOMPLISiiMENTS·FOR 2001 · . 
· · Practice . 

Clients-Receiving As-sistance 
ConseiVation Plans Completed 
·conseiVation · ReseiVe Program 

Number 

: ~- 1,557 . 

' 1,601 

Acres/Feet 

9,828 ac. 
22,961 ac. 

· Contour Buffers Strips 
Field Windbreak 

. 40 
4 

369 ac.(2,181 ac. benefited) 
21 ac. 

Filter Strips 
·Grassed Wate~ays 
Riparian_ Forest Buffers 
Sh~llow Water Structures 

· Conservation _Tillage · 
Contour Fainiing · · • -· 

_ Contour Stripcropping 
· Cropland Benefited 

. •' 

Grade StabiliZation Structure 
.. Manure Storage Structure . 
Nutrient Management Appiled 
Pasture Management 
StreambankProtection ~- · 

. Terraces 
Tinlbert Stand Improvement · 
Trees & Shrub Plantmgs 
Wetlands Created ·or Restored 
Wildlife Habitat Mangement 

-~-~ .... · .. ,t· 

:!· 

... :·._,!. 

Your land - youf ,O'ji)ti·ons. 

616 ac. 
35:2 ac. 

·:. 
244 ac·. · 

35 ac. 
2;561 ac. 
2,222 ac. 
· . 41 ac. 
7,763 ac. 

2,155 ac. 
366 ac. 
700ft. 
13,080 ft . 
. _189 ac . 

414 ac. 
457 ac. 

3,15~ ac. 

' Discover 18 _way$ to permanently. . p~ot~cfyour special 
:_·land (while mainh:iining or trans_ferrfng ownership). . . . 

. ·Order your tree copy, of -~The Landgwners Options or 
: visit:"-.our.~·web:site --torJhe-·.online versi'bn:~:-.:~·.}-" · 

:7~+ ~~--; .. : < . ':'' . 
··-~ .: 

·v. E.S. No-Ti II!. 
·Yield, 
E_merg.ence.~.: .-. 
Standability:<' •. , 

·Ga-:· ·:·· 
: ! 

Mod~m Sci~~·~,_Tr~itional Values 

" Bill Bennett · ~ . Dealer 
~lgin - ( 563) 4~_6-.532~ · 

. ., •. J .... .:. • •• 
.~ '~ ~ ~-~giimu;g~B~f~nce on o7:oi1o .. , ~ -·--- ~~ _:.:>-r 647:64 ._,. . . "~. . .!.-:. 

. , ., '", .. ~ "'~;,;~;_~ijpf,3]!oL': ;:;~!:.~"- _, ·-·· : $.~~:]~-~ ... •'~~"':::.::~:: . ,. 
. ~:- . 
• . . -. ~ ;.:: . :- ') .. -.... -· 



[· · 

l. 

~ I I t t ~ \ '\ '> \ t 1 

• 4 ~ \ \ ' ·' t ' 

... 
. •, . • • 1 T ,t 1 / I ' \ i 'II \ • \ \ • ~ I I 

\,\ \ I'( I 1 j f'.ii. t '6-'\ ... '\' ''f .J 

\ ' ' " "" I ~ C. ro I t. 'II -~ \ t • 1 
• I 

I • ,,·, •' \ < .1.'1 

>II 
41 ; ' 

1 I I 4 
, j '.I\ ... 

Page9 

Gratatais Creek Watershed projeet-detGiled 
. . . . - ·. . . 

By Michael Henderson · Grarinis Creek. Mich'cierHe~detson · ·. producing population of brown and the stream channel with sediment, been approved for cost" share for con-
As enviroillnental awareness in- has been hired as <X>Ordinator fot the possibly rainbow trout. IDNR Fish- creating wide, shallow, slow moving , struction during the spring and sum-

creases across the country, water qual- · project which is supported by Fayette eries Biologist, Bill Kalishek, stated streams that are easily warmed by the mer moUths. 
ity is one of the main topics of dis- SWCD, Iowa Department ofAgricul- . ·.there is currently limited reproduction sun and air. · · Through out this project we en-
cussion. This·concern is warranted in ture and Lmd Stewardship (IDALS), . of brown trout in Grannis Creek. With The primary focus of this project co,urage all members 'of' the commu-
many cases. As a case in po~t, would -Division of Soil Conservation (DSC), this iriformation and the success of is to reduce sediment dt?livery to the . nity to get involved. The farmers that 
you dilnk water out of any stream to- Iowa Department of Natural Re- . other wateishec;l management project.s .stream. Pra~ices installed through this are changing the way they farni the 

·day without being concerned of what sources (IDNR), Environmental Pro- ,. completed in Northeast Iowa, the dis- prc>grap1 will be provided 75% cost grourid need to berecogriized foqheir 
might be in the water? · tection Agency (EPA), USDA- _trict feels that this goal is _realistic. share~ The practices will be priori- efforts. Many of these changes that 

. When· this area was first settled NRCS, and FSA; - . . Based on evaluation of the stream, t'ized based on reductio~ of sediment benefit the· environment come at an 
there-was little concern about the pu- Grannis Creek Watershed· is . lo~ sedimentation is having the greatest delivery to the stream. Incentives for initial rost to the farmer in both mqney 
rity -of t}le water in the loc(l.f streams. cated between Fayette . and W<;tdena p.egative impact toward this goal. ' pasture management, altemative-wa- and time. Conservation does.not hap-
Over time' with the .increase ·in pro- ·and drains to the Volga River. The wa-: Sediment contributes to filling of tering systems, exclusion fencing, pen passively, it takes constant vigi­
duction agriculture, sediment, nutri.;: tershe-d contains approximately 3794 . deep holes arid covering the gravel nutrient management, and structUral lance to make a difference. 
ents, pesticides, and animal waste ~n- acres (5.9 square miles). It is a cold spawning beds, which are both criti- -. practices will be included. Structural 
tamination have deteriorated the wa- . water, high quality recre-ational cal for trout survival. S~spended sol- practi~s will primarily include ter-
ter quality to a point it has to be puri- stream . . This stream is stocked from ids iri. the water reduce the visibility races, water and sediment control ha-
fted for human' consumption. The April uhtif October by the Big Spririgs for sight seeing trout to feed and has sins,. grade stabilization structures; . 
regulatory agencie~ site that o~er m- · Trout Hatchery and is managed for · ·a ten<;Iency to irritate their gills. This waterWay re-establishment, and con-
dustries have already complied with . Put and Take fishing. ·The.IDNR cur.: combination of effects reduces the · structeo wetland. · 
regulatory guidelines, therefore, ag- rently considers Grannis Creek as -a vigor of the trout population· making . Pract!ces installed to date are 
Ijculture is the rema~ing major con- .valua}?le and highly · utilized · trout them mor~ susceptible to disease. 4200 feet of terraces. These terraces 
tributor of this poll\Jtion. . · . .stream. The 1996 Trout Angler Sur- . , Sedimentation also c6ntrioutes to are estimated to prevent 82 ton of soil 

The Fayette SWCD feels volun-- vey e~tin)ates 9076 angler visits per the warming of streams above the 7~- per year· from entering the .upper 
tary efforts to improve conservation ·. year to Granni~ Creek. · Based on es- degree limit tolerated by trout. · This reaches of the intermittent part of t.Qe 
practices will delay or prevent regu- · _ timatesfrom the.Affierican Sport fish- -warming is cau~d . by 'the fill~g o~ stream. Several otherprojects have 
lations from being passed. In an ef- . ingAssOciation's Economic Iinpact of 
fort to assist producers in ·this issue,' · : Sport fishing· in Iowa this equates .to . 
Fayette County has been proac.tive iii : a~o.U.t- $4;35,p0o in , expenditure~ jJer·; 
requesting additional funding for spe- year. , . . 
cial watershed projects. .- · , The ·long-range. goal of the dis~ 
· This year the district was awarded trjct is~to have Grannis 'Creek.support 

funding for a thiee~ye~r -proj~ct on a viable,.productive, andnai:Urally re- ' . 

•Brakes 
•Exhaust & More 
•Trailer Hook-ups 
·Hitches · 

.,· .1.0-20th St. ·SE:, • Oel~eio, .lA 283-4040 .· 

-· - .. --

LESLIE R~ LAUER & SONS 

·:·_ ~- Cu~tom Fann.Worlt .· 

· .. · B~~~~ozbig ·. . . . .,_ 
Tiling . .. ;: ·.·. 
Terracing :' ... : . · 
Scraper Work 

" Farm POnds 
·Waterriays 
Lime Spreading 
Basement Excavation 
·Rock·& Dirt Hauling-

i . 

CALL 563~422·5430 WEST UNION ·s1N.CE 1948 

·. ~ ·.M·a· r·ke·t G·r··· ·a· ·I·D·· Don't just dispose 
·. . ·.. · · . .of your _bushels. . 

·tZ- . 
Pattison Bros.' has developed ·.a grain marketing . system, · 
.that helps producers to market corn. and soybeans. . ' 

· It's name: "The Yardstick", to measure your graih .; 
'marketing ~. plus custom-fit for your unique operation. 
Please call (or more information. 

fayette 563-425-3361 or -800-632-5952 
·clayton ·:·. 563~964~2.651 or • 800-562-282·4 ·. 

-I 
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Mille Puff·· i11aplements CRP · lmffer strips, .grassed wate,rwa~s 
, . ..... ' 

By Josh Gruber . - on the surface after planting soybe~ms _runoff of chemicals and poHutants. slow down the flow of water on the - rounding communities received. 
Mike Puff is a local farmer and into corn his current soil loss is 4 tons .Another bit of advice Mike is will- vulnerable -waterway. Mike said, 111 _Overall Mike is pleased with he 

veterinarian in Oelwein. He currently per, acre per year. Using the same c~op ing to give other farmers is th_e benefit ·spent about $1500 on the strips and implement of the n~w practice_s ·~n his 
farms 200 acres east of Oelwein. Be-, rotation and tillage, but farming with of ~abric strips on !}ewly constructed that is the best money I spent. .. Mike faff!l. He says, .. Someone is coming 

. fore last yyar Mike didn't have ariy ex- rows on the contour laid out by the waterways because waterway.s are wa5 partially reimbursed for this rost. after me and I had better leave some 
tensive conservation pra'ctices on his NRCS would reduce Mike's soil loss vulnerable to rill' erosion until grass The strips prevented the newly con- soil for them ... 
farm, although h_e was con cis~ about t~ 2.4 tons per acre. But Mik~ chqse cover i~-established. The fabric st_rips strUcted wateiWays from beirig·gulli_ed ._ ... _ 
the conservation practices that were t~ take another step in the direction., of are knifed 18 inches into the soil and by the heavy spring rains that the~siif.! . , , 
outthere. Mike had notiG€d visiple soil conservcftion. · · . ' _ · ' 'the other 18 inches ofthe width'is laid -: · · ' ·::.:· ·. 

~~ooth~~~~~~Thp~ &~~~co~~~~W~~ ~~~~~~Thek~th~~ 111111111111111111111111111 vent further erosion:he contacted Jerry practices and have the ·NRcs' iay qut strips are depende'nt on the waterway 
Muff, the District· Conservationist. contout buffer 'strips with' grassed width but are usually abouf20 feet 

, Muff brought ~~e facts to Mike's ,·watb·Ways. Iinplement~g th~ pra¢~ ~.ide and placeq abo_ut every hundred . 
attention he cfid not-realize. Muff pre- tices into Mike's grou.nd te~uces the feet up the waterway. The fabric strips 
sented Mike·with informati·orr'e>fifthe soil loss ~o~n _t~ 1.7 to~s perqacre. . .. , ,~ . . 
soil loss using various conservation Best stated by Mik~, 11lt doe_~n't t~~~ a 
alternatives. With Mike's current prac- genius to s_ee that you can.m~~e .i! big Sponsors a~d Supporters ·. 
tices planting straight rows on a com/ difference by aqding thes~ ··~~ffer Government 
soy beaT!. rotation leaving 20% residue · strips. 11 Not only is Mike decreasing · F ederat: 

' on the surface after planting-com into / amounts of soil he loses from his field United States Department of 
soybean residue and 30% residue left the buffer strips are also fi!t,~ring the Agriculture: 

-.. Natural Resources Conservation ' 

GeHing started with zon,e tilling ' ·service · · 

By Angie Freilinger zone-till .system. 111 wouldn't zone:. till '' 
/ Louis &'t!<er grew up in the West without deep ripping.!' ·He· feels that 
Union area working on the family deep ripping is the key to his-success 
farm. Most offns farming queer con- with zone-tilling so far. His doubts 
sisted of a mdre ·intepsiv~ 'cropping about zone tilling prior were dimin-
system. F9r··Y,-ic1ts Beck~~-:~~-.?.~.~n ished when he began using a deep rip-
chisel plowing com Ol).:.¢<?.iP. . ac,res per. With deep ripping he is able to 
with some acres of alfalfa ·With ·the make zone-till work in this area along 
change in farming management qver with being able to achieve successful 
the past several years Becker decided application of his fertiliZer. He deep 
to lean towards implementing more rips about 14'-15' into -the ground. 
conservation on his farm. Becker had Becker utilizes the deep ripper in the 
been playing with the idea of imple- fall and spring to combat compaction. 
rnenting zone tillage with a corn/soy- His qeep ripper haS trip~e · coulters on 

Liriiestorie Bluffs RC&D 
Farm Service Agency. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency - (Clean Water Act, 
Section 319} -
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
.State: 
low~ Department of Agriculture 
arid Land Stewardship: 
Division of Sqil Conservation 
Iowa Department of Natural .· 
Resources .:- Environmetital -
Protection Division · 
Iowa State Univer~ity: ' 

-Cooperative, Extension Service 
andTIAER 
Local: bean rotation on his farm for a few the front and cover-up disks on the 

ye~rs before actually convef!ing to back. Beck~r is v~~ happy \Y.i~h this Fayette, Clayton, Delaware and 
such a system.. ~ type pf a deep riJ?per.- He feels that Bucp.anan .County Soil and Water 

New to the system Becker-only the cover up disks are ex_ce~lent at ConservatiQn Districts 
has experienced 3 y~ars of zone-till- covering up the trench that is often City of Strawberry Point: . 
ing soybeans and 1 year of zone-till- left open from the coulters. -Becker Chamber of Commerce 
ing com. 111 think zone-till is a good · found that applying anhydrous with Economic D~velop'illent -
deal, but time will tell ... Becker along the deep-ripper was an efficient way Private: 
with most first 'time zone-tillers had to reduce compaction. He .noted that Local.-Iandowners 
'his-doubts about the system. He stated the cover up disks on the deep r~pper -Dubuque Fly Fishers 
that his initial concern was that zol)e- creates .ri~ges that he intern tries to Hawkeye Flyfish4tg Association 
tilling would 1,10t work in this area. ' plant on. - · . . Maquoketa River Alliance 
Becker also noted that he was wor- , His .zone-till systeip consists of . Trees Forever 
ried about getting his fertiliZer applied_· planting hi$ beans in 38-inch rows.<!lld · low~ F~rm Bureau 
when utilizing-zone-till. corn·-in 38-inch ~rows. He ·plapts H.eadw~ters Council 

Even though Becker has ~mly roundup . re~dy soybeans .and· so~e 
been implementing zone-tip for a r~mnd up ready com. -He use~ ~John . · 
'short tirrte, he {eels that so far his sys- Deere 7200 plan_ter wi"th ripple · 
tern is working successfu~y. He has eoulters on it to apply dry fertilizer 
not had any specific problems yet, but· and row cleaners. Becker app)i~s ill-. 
is aware thafhe may fmd SOJlle down most all of his own pesticides. On his . 
the road. Even after a short period of conventional com acres Becker does 
utilizing such -a system Becker .has some bum down with the planter and 
noticed some benefits. He stated that then ~pplies a second ~pplication of 

·' 0 

.... trf ! ' 

Reduce, .. 
there are a lot less' hours involved herbicide to ·combat any late emerg-
when using zone-till. Becker n<?ted lng weed species. He no(ed that he 
that fewer trips are required over the has experienced excellent weed con-
field, which saves on compactjon trol. · . .. 
among other things. · He stated that Currently Becker- is extremely · · 

\ 

Reus.e, -
' '. 

,Recyc'e -less manpower is needed, less fuel is - happy with his.zone-till.~ystem ... 1 ~ 
required, along with wear and tear be..: · happy with -zo~e-till ri@t now" He 
ing sav~:on his tractor. Becker not~ stated that overall P.e is pleased '.Yit4 
that at least 200~ hours are saved on· this corn · and s_pyb~an yields. He · 
his tractor with such a system. readily aq~is t?a~ _he i_s Jfew t.o -~e.,.·.-~,~ .·· : 

Becker: is .a firm believer in : :z~n~-t~ll sy~tem -~o.· h~.:~ lot pfex- --. <~.-- - ~··:: ~· . 
i~plementinJ{dee-p ·ripping··hi his>: perienees to oorrie::· · --<=. '. "'.· < __ '. -,.:_~ ... <-· · · · -.~ 

_-___,___ 

Spring planting is just 
around the ccrrner! ·· 
. Call today to start looking 
at your soybean options. 

. Chris _Strong 
Elgin, lA 563-42~~57~9 o~-. 3~0-~733~ 

l ".. p ( -· • • • _.... • •• :;: ~ ::_ ~~ • .:: ... ~ .;, •• 
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Continuous CBP WtJterwa~ program lleeoming pop111Gr 
By Alan Crowe, State Technician a one time payment equal to 40% of doubling the amount of acres on the active gully, nor can we end a w/w must be shaped and seeded to NRCS 

After the heavy spring rains of the total eligible cost of Installing the CRP contract. where there is more than 1 1/2 or 2 specifications . . Most w/ws will need 
1999 many area farmers .began tore- practice. Combine this with the SO% I've explained a few of the appeal- feet of overfall. to be surveyed before a final design 
alize just how important grassed wa- ·cost share in the CRP contract, a pro- ing aspects of the program but 1 also It is very impOrtant to know that can be figured. All waterways will 

t~rways are in reducing or prevent- ~:~:~~~:~':i::!~li~:'::t ~~ need to mention a few things that you a producer has only 12 months from be surveyed after construction is com­
ing gully .erosion. · waterway. You can't beat that with a _ must consider .. Not every w/w project- the time the CRP contract is approved pleted .. Any w/w that does not have 

When the continuous CRP began · stick! is going to be eligible. Existing w/ws to construct and seed the. w/w. If the the required design shape, width, and 
back in 1997, only a handful of pro- _ The contract -rental rate is deter- are, NOT eligibl~ because ~ey don't project is not completed by. then, the depth will need to be re-shaped until 
ducers showed interest in the w/w . mmed by the soil type~ within thew/ meet FSA.a;op histo~ .requrrements. producer will be r~quired to pay back the design standards are met: · 
(waterway) p. rogram. Howev, er, that Co - Some won t be eligible because aU money received plus interest, and _ All in all, I feel that the contm' u-

w area. mrnon soil types in Fayette NRCS / . · 11 1· d' . 11 
has changed dramatically. In fact, :·.Co: .w/ws are 84 {Oyde} and 391B, requrres up an treatm~nt on pay liquidated damages which ous CRP w/w program is an excel-
sinceAugustof2000, theFSAoffice {Clyde-Floyd complex}. The basic at least 7~% o.f t?e produ~rs crop- amoimts to 25% of the annual pay- , . lent opportunity for landowi)ers to 
has recetved in excess of 170 appli~ rental rate on these soils is $144. WI land tha~ lies Within the _dr~ag~ area ment. Also he or slie will not be al- apply conservation to their land and 
cations for waterways . . · Ws receive an additional 2001. . · _ of the proposed w/w. Bastcally, up- - lowed to apply . on these acres again simultaneously reap a good profit. 

P f th fi thi · th · 70 mcen at a later date. · · .. arto. ere~n or . siS e - tive{$144+ 20%=$l72.80}anda landtreatmentmeansth~produceris However,itwilltakecan:fulplanning-
addtttonal mcenttves that are now · $5 maintenance payment = $177.80 currently implementing conservation With that i~ mind, I would on-your behalf as well as ours to make 
a~ail~ble: One. of these is Q\]led_ ~~ per acre. Thaf:I:s not too shabby ei- _ practices wh~~h ~~~du~ soil loss ~ev- HIGHLY suggest those of you with it all happen. · 
(stgnmg mcenttve payment:) This IS . ther! Also a producer may, if he or els down to T, which usually IS 5 ·an approve~ Contract make an effort Natural Resource Conservation Servic<; 
an up J!ont payment of ,$1 0/ac./con- she wishes, enroll into the CRP an atea - ton/ac/yr. If the grade of the proposed . to obtain a commitment from your Industrial Parkway #2 
tract year. CRPw/wcontractsarefor equal to two times· ~e design width w/W is ~~te flat. or less th~ 1%, it contractor to complete the ·work West Union, IA52175-1612 
10 years, so for each acre under con- of the w/w not to exceed 100 feet. may .be unpractical to destgn &/or Within the time allowed. ·It may be Telephone (319)422-3868 Ext.3 
tract you recei~e $100. Parti~p~ts . For exampie say the design width·is' ~ns~ct, especially if there is - til~ necessary to seed a temporary cover AN EQUALOPPOR11JNITYEMPLOYER 

MA~ also qualify for P.IP (practice~".. . 40 feet, a producer can· seed down an , _Within 2 or 3 feet of ~e surface. AlsO, cr~p SO that your ~ntractor can shape . 
~ntive paym~nt,) subject to remam- additional 20'-wide strip along each the w/w must have a stable outlet. We your w/w in the summer or early fall. 
mg funds available. This amounts to side of the cons~cted w/w. thereb can't end a w/w at the beginning of an You should probably seed ap area at 

· ' Y least twice as large as the design width 

Protecting 
Your lnvest·ment 

Wiltge~ 
- -

c o.struetion 

• E·xcavating 
• Ag Lime 
. Spreadfng ._ 

• -Ro·ck. and :Sand 
·Materials 

to allow room for construction with­
out damaging crops. 

Bear in mind ALL CRP w/ws 

EQUAL 0PPORTIJNITY 
EMPLOYER 

All programs and services are 
offered on a nondiscriminatory . 
bs.is, without regard to race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, age, 
marital sta;tus or handicap. · 

• .!..~ ~ 

Section '3 19 of the 

!Proudly-Supptyil19 Families with 

Our ·Employees-are the 
KEY TO OUR SUCCESS: 
JIM WEBER: Truck Driver, Sales I Service 

KENNY SCHOLBROCI(: Truck Driver, Sales I Service i . 
DAN MEYER: Truck Driver,· Sales I Service · 
JERRY CONNER: furnace Sales & Service 

1.1, (JJ\S 
For Corn 
Drying 

ErHome 
Heating. 

Call us for contracts on: · · 
• Corn Drying 
• Uvestock Heating 
• Home Heating 

t_hrough March 31st 
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IV6ke Thoma recipient 0 WID re , ClWill .. hopes the foliage in)proves and th~ ,. . . .. 
By Jeremy Varner 
Newswriter 

After purchasing a property east 
of Oelwein, Mike Thoma planted a 
large grove of trees and mo~ed a 
house to the location. The adeage 
had 49 old black -hills spruce tr~es 
before hundreds of various types of · 
trees were pl_anted in two s~parate ~ 
windbreaks. -

The Fayette-.Coi.mty Sqil aqq ._ 
Water Conservation District awarded ... 
Thoma with the Iza.ak Walton Wifld- · 
break Award for his efforts. :.·,-;·,~,.c:.~ ,. 

'Thoma said he became inter­
ested in constructing the .wjlc;l.life;. 

windbreak in 1991 when Jim Kelly 
recalled pheasants lived in the area 
when the cover wasbytter. The cost 
of the windbreak construction: w'as 
shared with Thoma paying 12~5%_, 
pheasants forever 12.5%; and the 

plants reeover. . J ·_ ;': ·-~-:-! ;_:,.~ ;t ~ ·:~·. ...; ...:; 

The wi-nter · to~k 'its ·i6ii ~n -the ·• - .- · 

. ph~&sants as .~~ell,:(homa note.c;l, -~He : ·. :'- . 7 

.. s~id he~ d~ed'ta:see 'them on-the:ptcip~ ._ ~ .· ~--... ~-
erty often but this year he y~t to see 
any. ··· · · ,:: · ": .. 
· · Thoma suggested some 'anima1s~ 

however; have · inqeasingly .. oeen i. a 
cause'fdr 'boncerri. Deer rub$~~&~ 
sio'n'ally' :cause' some .d.ain·ag e;anH 
gophers· ·and Tholes have b~§~Wt~ 
sh.ow'~p.1: Iil.addition, he naCl' f~:spray i>,:, 

for 'web~ '\v'8rms ·several··Hm& last 
~ t ;-, ~-!,,'1 :·~... ,;··._1tf1 .'.:~1 '/ 

year._ · ·. _. . ..,, ...... ,( .. . 
While the newer trees have -dealt . ::;,; 
. . - . ' • 'J .. . '""r \ ~ "'! 

with. a ·harsh e·nyironment; Tho_!lla ~ : ~ · 
. suggested .they have done fa~l~w~~r ix ~-~ 
The~ old~r trees, ·however:_ ~ave'-ri<?.t ., .. 
faired as well . Of the or(gi~al '49 
black hills spruce that cut acr~~s tlw 
property, onfy '11 remain be_c~use of 
old age and wind stonns. ThQma sai~ 
the older grove is slowly dying and ·Iowa De-partment of Natural Re-. 

sources funding the remaining 75%. 
Many clumps of trees and bushes 

were removed with a bulldozer· and 

Mike an_d j en~y Thoma ~tanding in their award winning windbreak out- will. need to be removed to prevent 
side of Oelwein. Behind them are several tows of white spruce trees. · · any from ·falling on the ho~se. 

the windbreak was planted on April the building into a home. agent to protect the damaged trees. 
2, 1992byJonSteegeandtheFayette Mike Thoma said the first few "It apparently worked as we 
County Conservation Department. _ years were uneventful; the trees were ·never lost a·tree," Thoma said. 

/ / "This part of the project worked spared from the pests and harsh The next summer brought sev-
/ very well," Thoma said; adding sev- weather that would follow. eral wind .stonns and one late sum- , 

eral varieties were planted including: Despite several years of good mer wind stonn broke almost every 
ninebark, American cranb..erry growth and development; the ~inter top leader off the white spruce trees. 
high brush, blac~ cherry, -&iberian . of 1995-96 ravaged the white spruce Thoma noted the situation does not 
crabapple, white spruce, and techny . trees. Thoma noted several wann · seem to be serious and after trimming 
arbor vitae. ·spells started the trees ' to grow and the damaged trees new leaders were 

The first feW: weeks were diffi- in March several weeks of sudden ·started . . - . t.. . . 
cult for the trees .l?ecause of hot and sub-zero temperatures damaged the The following winter the rabbits 
dry weather. llloma became wor- trees. Between the dry fall of 1995 ·returned though due to the consistent 
ried his trees wei<t in trouble until his and following winter, Thoma lost 25. . five to eight foot depth of the snow 
neighbor, Larry Stohr, offered th~ use of the white spruce trees. In the . . through most of the winter, the da~-
of a large wagqn-moun,ted water· sp'ring these trees were replant~d-~nd :age was confined to a small number 
tank. The wateriQg during the spring . have· done well e.ver since. . · · ·of tree branches. Most of the dam­
and summer _helped the young trees , We~ the~ ~as ~?t t~~ Qilly fo~~/ . _aged branches were prune~ out in the 
off to a good staf1. ~ , . damaging the windbreak, jn the ~in-r spring of 2001. .. · 

Thoma plans to plant inor~:trees 
in the _bac~ part of the acreage ·at- a 
·later date: Currently the windbreak 
has 113 ninebark, 50 American cran­
berry highbrush, 40 black ch~qy., 40 . 
siberian crabappl,c, 8~ white spfl;lce, 
15 techny arboLY:itae, and 11. blac~ - .. 
hills spruce. -::· · 

- "We have enjpyed watching the~ 
g~owtb and change in appear~nce of 
th~ :grov.e, not . to mention ~II of the 
differenfvarieties of birds that we see '. 
fr~quenting , the area," Thorn~ -~aig_~ .; -. . . 
"i't;s h~ud ·.to ·believe . how m!J~h- -[fh~-:"'.· ~::· 

t~~e~f~av:7}r?~~_. , ; . _ ;~j~~f:~-;]~\~~:' -_r}:j· 

CET AN EARLY START/ 
WINTER DISCOUNT$ ARE STILL AVAILABLE!!! 

In August Tho.ma.moved a house · ter of 1999-00 rabbits began_ to over-' , .. - Last winter also brought sn.ow-
onto the property._ .. The.build~ng had run the win~br~~~-_strippirig 'neariy· ,. ·"enough to almost completely eover , · '· 
sat beside the clj~ic in Oel~~~n and , . all the· bark off .the-'tninl<s· of" the · ·the ninebatk trees. the snow eaused 
used to be a copven~ fo r- nUQS at .cherry and ~tab~pple~trees~ .Tho~.~;,:.·. ~orne plants ·tO lose much -Of th_eir 
Mercy Hospital. After it was moved, , spent several weeks d4ring '.fhe fql:: · .foliage. 'Currently· he· is waiting to 

' MAKE:· ~'- 1!'CALL .·· ·D;. : .•. :. . .·.· 
·f~;ALL y~u; G~ain Handling Needs . ·

6
, OTH · 

Sales, • Er~ti~JJ ~ -S~rvic~' Pa~~ , ! 1' .. D .A IIV . 

Mike and Jenny Thoma began ~9 tum lowing 'spring 'appl}7irig a :tx?:ver~h!( . . · St?~ how they tum out this year. He . 
~ . . . .: ' - ~ . '· ' 

· for Farm & Commercial ·- ., · nn.an · · 

. - ~aiJYin~- ~xte~si~e n~es f~r,_ )I .-•. ,SiaucTuREs,~~ . 
Grain Bins ; D_ryers • Leg Elevatprs · . , S I , . ·, 
· .. -. ·_ . · - ·:. ·:':~·~r ::>~::, umner, owa . -
CALL TONY. J.ODAYJ (. ·:.~ .:;563·-578~8033 or 578-8287 

Don RclusCh & Sons 
(Formally Grain Systems, In~..)_ • .. . Steei _Sales ·_ 

-. ·.. . ~" . ~- . 

. . c.onstruction. 

./ 

·: ,:: 
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Table 1. -from and Wfaere IS If lfJI"ff•: _.: 
, . ~~~~. po~oo~~- - W~~~~-'~m~~~L~--~~---~~~~~-~N~um~·e~n~~~-~~iN~~~i~~~~~-1 

/ 1 d t-~~~~~~~~~s~. il~~~tio~:n~-~~~~~~--~~~ria~~ By Tom Sperfslage, Environmenta _ able to an oiitlet pipe, and is gener- point sot,uce' sites were c eane up · 
2 

N.utrienls · Metals · Bacteria 

~~~~~a . ; illy~y~~~U~ fud~~~ ~d~~~~~~~~~m~eL~~~~---~B~a~c~~~.~~~~~si~~t~fu~n--~. ~T~o~x~~~o~~~~~-

Rank Rivers · Lakes. Estuaries 

~r~~~h•~~ed ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~s~~- L~~~3~---~~~~~~~~;~~~~~~- c~h~~~~~~~~ much attention in the'last several , (and .the like) that dischar~e to a . _ In the :90s the pe~dul~ shifted 
4 

Oxygen depleting . . · Oxygen depk:ring Oxyg<l!l depleting 

~~h~-~oo~"~ ~m~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~L~~-~~~~· ~· s~u~~~~~·~~~~~s~~~s~~~- ~--~- ~-~· ~o~~~!~~~G~r~~~- ~ burner" of many, . includmg· leg~rr ainples of point source.poUution, . ·drinking water supplies as envirQn, s · . Pesticid<o ·· · N"'"';"~uatic 
~~-~.~~ : ~~-~~ ~ral~~~~~~L~~-:1~~=~~--~~w~~~~~~=·~~~~~. -~. ~=- ~~~: ~- c~~=~ ~~~~~~~~~P~. ~~.~--~~~~-~ ultim~t~ly, the votin!fpublic. · · . ··very difficult to_ t:r:ace .and. ?ft~n . ~uing·the Envtronmental Protection 

· ·The· qUe~tion is, why_ now? ·comes from a large area, that may. Agency. (EPA). ·These gr~ups ·and in additiOn,to the ~ ofwaier_ iinpB;rmem, these studies also indicated leading.sources 
Water quality as an issue, was ad- _ or may not he deljliable. Non:point . lawyers felt tha:t'publiC_ b~alth and _. or I:Ontritiutor.; (...,; Table 2), · · · · · 
dressed by law with the Clean Wa- source pollution i~ usually associ-· .the·_ environin~nt.~as 1~ Jeopardy 

~M~l~~~w~a~ ~~~~~~~~~ - k~~~w~t~~~~·Tn~~~l2~·~-~-~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~ for clean water - even ba_ck then.· agricultUre. . ~ . to. prevent the. degr~ at10n o ~ur · · Rank Riven - a es - · d · f - L k Estuaries 

~~~~~~~~~ %~~~~~~~~~~re~~- L-~~---~-~~~~~~~A~~~-~~~~~r;e--li;~~u~*~~~tBD~~~h~~~~~ · fishable and swimmable waters for first e11aCted, legislatOrs aild the pub- . I Agriculture Unspecified Non· Urban Runoft7Stonn 
every American; and dealt with lie looked for quick .action. Point . · In ri:Sponse to this atiention, the 2 • Mun~~oint . point Sourees . Sewers 

m~oo~~~~~m~re ~cepolli~~~~~~ ,E~~o~r -~~re~~L-~-3~~-~~~H~y~~~o~~~~~~~. --~-~A~~~o~~~h~~~~~~~. ~M~~~~~~~artP~o~~it­
~~~~~oo~~~~~ - ~~~~~~~re~m~ ~~~~~~~~~~fuL-~----~~· ~M~~~i~fi~~~ti~oo~~~~D~~~o~s~Wioo~-~~~~~~~u;~~~~~ 
pollution. ' "' ous and highly visible .. ~rough the · detenn~e the causes ·of water im- 4 . Habitat Moc:Jificatio'n Urban Runoff/Storm Upstream Sourc~ 

. pai~ent ( se~- T.able 1 ): : L--~::----:=--~:-=::=t~::;::::--A,dS~e~w_e;f-rs~- ~-;rt--AA;igrTcic:iliutihtumre~.-

. 
' 

• Ill -. . . ' ' ' 

N E E.R All purch~ses are subject to the te~s of labeling-and purcha~e docume~ts: P I·Q _ 111 ' • ®, SM Th1 Trademarks arid 5ervi~ marks, registered .or applied for, of P1oneer _ 
BRAND . PRODUCTS H~red International, lnc.,_Des Molne_s, Iowa, u.~.A. ©1999 Pl:lll. J' 

5 R~ource Extraction Municipal Pomt 
Sources 

Source: 1996 Nati~nal Water Quality htventory and Clean Wat,er Action Plan . 

'.' 
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Water tpUJiit~ monitoring ~ Grannis ~Mink Creeks detailed 
By Michael Henderson . 

Dr. Rick K.laim, Upper Iowa 
University, needs to be recognized for 
the work he has performed for the 
Fayette SWCD." This past year 4e 
volunteered his time· and resources to 
pull and analyze water samples from 
Grannis and Mink Creeks. This test-

ing is intended to give baseline mea- ea~h stream monthly from April un- and also give a good indication of the paid for by a watershed de~elopment 
surements, so improvement or deg~ til November with two more samples ·water quality. The information gained . grant from Iowa Department of Ag­
radation over time can be evaluated. - being pulled at each site after a sig- · ·by this monitoring· will be . added to riculture a~d .Land Stewardship . 

The ~onitoring ·activities in- nificant rain event. In addition !o~this · ·the state-wide database to track ·the (IDALS) and Division of Soil Con-
cluded measurements of both ph.ysi- benthic inv~rtebrates were· collected condition -of Iowa's water courses~ · servation (DSC). 
cal and chemical par·ameters. ·He and identified_at ea~h location. Jbese Funding for the costs a5s.ociated 
pulled samples from one location· in are the primary food source for trout with lab analysis for nutrients was 

'-.., 

Stop soil·erosUJ,.,, -----=-------
By La Vonne Koch· 
So/./ Co~servation· Technician 

"We need to stop the soil erosion 
so my · children ·and grandchildren 
have soil left to farm," remarked Alan· 
and Doris Boess who farm west of 
Hawkeye in Bethel Township. · . 

In 1976, Alan & Doris ·started 
farming with Alan's dad and brother .. 
At that time Alan's dad had done c6n-
servation work on his farm. Alat:t saw 
how these practices are working for 
his dad and this inspired Alan to do . 
the same . . · 

Alan remarks, "the surface wa­
ter is killing us!" He means the suF 

· face water run.ning down the water-· 
ways is causing soil build up in the 

· center, washing along both sides and 
water runQing down the crop rows 
causing soil erosion: Alan felt he 
needed terraces to stop the erosion 
and keep the soil: from leaving his 
land. r 

are o~e practice that ean reduce slope The only problem was the heavy crop 
length, reduce_· erosion, reduce sedi- residue collecting around t~e. intake 
ment content in runoff water, improve · before the crop plant was· aboy~ six 
water quality, intercept and eonduct inches in height. Ovet the 32 years 
SIJrface runoff at non-erosive veloc- of fafiiting terraces, Alan has experi.:. 
ity to a stable outlet, retain ·runoff en~·d very little crop loss around the 
from moisture cOnservation, .prevent intake area. . · 
gully development, reform the land. This past year, Alan has con-
. structed broadbase terraces with two-
surface, improve farmability and re- inch orifices installed in the intakes. 
duce flooding. Alan believes the ad-
vantages in terraces more than out He 'is not. sure what the outcome of 
weigh the disadvantages. The great- the orifices wiil be but was willing to 
est advantage is the soil not leaving try. The orifice is meant to restrict 
their farm. the flow of water running through the 

Alan states "maintenance is the intake. . 
key to keeping teiTaces functioning." A disadvantage Alan sees inter-

. He clean~ around the intakes and·dis- races is the cost per acre to construct 
·tributes the sediment to build-uo.the them. He feels if the farmer would 
terraces· so the lowest point is in the receive more money fot his product, . 
channel, keeps the . · more conservation work would be 
intakes free from weeds, trees and . done without ·cost-share funds. 
removes trash from around them. He Alan and Doris Boess have two 
does n()~ chisel plo"V the tops of the sons (lnd two grandchildren. He is 

NEW ·constant·Pressure Pum_p: 
Maintain the same pressure with more· 

. than on.e faucet _.open! 

• Sta-Rite· Pump$, 
• ·conaire Pressure Tanks -
• Complete Water_· Systems 

Free Estimates • Reliable Service 
· For more details contact: -

.ERICKSON 
PUMP. SERVICE 

Elkader 245-1698 or 245,.1684 
1,.800-269-1698 

broadbase terraces because he wants ' now operating a feed~r calf and row 

~~~~~~~ed~~~~~ce~~~ ~~~~~~~~--------~---------------, as not highly .erodible, he clauns he age, and ridge height. ·Alan under- out 115 calves a year and plant 300 
loses more soil because of the longer . stands· that terraces cannot be built acres of com and ·beans and have 20 
slopes t~an farms he knows that are for heavy rains: He is amazed at how ·acres of hay . . · 
determined highly erodible. Terraces- the terraces slowed the water down. . .. Th·e Boess's strongly believe in 

keeping there soil on their land . . 

·~· 

--Cle.an-Living .Clean Water 
We thank. area landowners· for practic;:i~g water conservation! 

Make _Gage & Gage your-choice for on~farm 

WATER WELLS .. & PUM·PS .·. 
plus ~ana heating & cooling, Geothermai beating & ·cooling, 
· ·_ as well as-all your plumbing installation & repairs 

.. • c t ' • \ ~ . , .. '-. .. 

. VICWEST Steel from 
Spahn & Rose of-Maynard 

was used to construct 
this new ga~age . 
in rural Wadena. 

For _an ·your _farm & h"me building supplies 
· c~ll o~ visit ~~Your Complete Building __ Center" 

. .· Spahn a Rose· Lumber! 
VICWEST Steel is available at Spahn & Rose 

for $1.55/lincar foot. 
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. Ke.adts of-wen water testing In; the Upper M~Ju!ta- WGtershed -. 
( .. ' 

By Tom Speifslage, Environmental ers through education, incentives and · ~ntamination: excessive nitrogen; · 
Specialist II . _ . cost -share to _impr~ve the quality bf Storage tanks, i.e. gasoline or oil, SeJr. 
Iowa Department of Agri<;ulture a!zd water· that runs off their properties. tic systems, Landfill or buried mate-
Laiul, Stewardsh;ip- Divi:sion of Soil . Eventually, this runoff water reaches rials, Liv~stock manure, Herbicides 
Conservation . the Maquoketa River, Bruce Creek, (farm and urban. derived)~ Insecticides 

Quality drinking water is a need Fe.nchel Creek or irifiltrates through (farm and urban deriv~d), Hazardous · 
we all have. Clean, safe drinking the soil profile to the ground water material spill~ . . . . . 
water is more important-than all of aquifer. · . ·1n the spring of,1999, staff from 
life's other essential needs except one · . . . Ground water is an important re- Iowa State University Ext.ension 
-ox)rgen. Medicalre~earchindicates . sourcef<?rlowa,particularly.po.rtheast tested 85 wells in the Upper 
the ayerage person can surviv~ for Iowa. Recent estimates show tha! Maquoketa 'River' watershed. Wells 
about"14'd~ys wlth.out food, about 3 nearly 75% of Iowa's population.re- . were sarripled for nitrates and 
days without water, and just minutes cei.ves its drinking water from ground . coliform. Nitrate' nitrogen is a ·com-
without oxygen. water aquifers. Even though .the soil · mon contaminate found 'in Iowa 

Water quality is an issue we all profile has a ~rtain· capacity to filter ground water. ·n gets into the aquifer 
have to work on. It affects our fam"':: and degrade contaminants, thi~ abil- ·· by1ea<;hing (typically) through the wil 
ily health, our business, and our ity can be limited when the sciillayer profile. Sources of nitrate contami-
community .. .it permeates everything ~s t~ o~ otber special conditions ex- · ·nation are n'umerol!s, with cropland 
we do. Across the State of Iowa wa- .. _ 1st like sink holes, fractured bedrock, fertilization being one of the leaders. 
ter quality projects are adoressing and "contamination overload.~' Un- - Excessive concentrations of nitrate in 
water and water contamination. Here fortunately, many of-these ~nditions drinking water can make life difficult 
in northeast Iowa, several water qual- . exist in northeast Iowa, and can make for younger arid older membe~ of the: 
ity projectS are working to improve our groupd water vulnerable. When family. Babies qm develop "Blue 
cold water trout streams. . 'the aquifer becomes Contaminated, .it · Baby_ Syndrome"·iftoo many nitrates 

Locally, the -Upper Maquoketa i.Syery difficultandexpensive'(ifeven are in the water for ,too:long of ape-
River Wat.er Quality Project is assist- {>ossible) to make it safe again. riod. Boiling nitrate contaminated 
ing watershed residents and landown- . · .. Potential sources of groundwater 'Water only makes the pr<?blem worse. 

lnvmding Jn Agriculture! 

We're one of mote than 900 electric 
cooperative systems·delivering power 
across the nation. . 

·· ·."""··· ..... 

We have another kind of power bes~des · 
electricity - the power _of cooperation --the·- po~er 
of hands, hearts, and minds joined together" to . 
·help one-anoth~r. . · -

Togeth~r, we've been .able to bring reliaple­
·electric servic.e to the nation's rural areas and to ~· · 
power the farms that. feed the w.orld_. 

·we are your locally owned and CQntrolled Touchs!on.e. 
Energy Cooperativt;~ 

. . 

'. 

ellWIAI\EE -C~YTON E~"~,~~~~oo~~~~~~~ 
2Z8· W. Oreene.' St.: PO Box 715, Postville, lA 52162 . 
www.acr~c.com 

563-864~.7611 . ·Toli .Free 1-888-788-~551 · · · ' 

-----

Serving the changing needs of more thim 8.500 consinners-in Al1amakee, Cla}tori, 
Fayette, Winneshi~k; Chickasaw, Bremer, DClaware,, ~nd Dub~ que coimtie~. · 

'Coliforms are bacteria that can Coliform contaminati~~ 
cause dysentery and other maladies· ·: stayed reltaively consistent 
when ~gested in the· hu':Ilan· body. versu·s depth. It's important 

. Again, the ·younger and older family _to·note approximate_ly . . 
members -can be most affected. -

·· Coliforms c. an .get iri'to the ~quifer . 1 out of every-5 wells tested 
potentially unsafe for· 

_through leaking m-anure structures, coliform. Well: tests from . 
. improper manure disposal, septic sys- around the State indicate that 
- tern~ and fields, ~nd ope~ well pits. - 24 _ 30 % of the wells ar~ 
Boiling coliform contaminat~d water 
may kill the ooliforms,, but it is 'not an pOtentially unsafe for nitrates 

or coliform. 
effective method of treating the hun-

·. dreds~of gallons nec:essary to supply 
a home on a daily basis. Clearly, pre- · 
vention is'· the key. 

Results of the testing are graphed 
below. Gene_raliy speaking, Iowa 
State University Extension. staff did 
not identify very many potentially 
unsafe wells. ·· concentrations of un­
safe nitrate levels in~eased with shal-

. low wells n which would be expected .. 
Shallow wells ·are yxtremely vulner­
able to any contamination s·ource. 

Potential sources of groundwater contamination 

Excessive nitrogen . 

Livestock manure 

------

Storage tanks, i,e. Septic systems 
gasoline or oil 
Herbicid~s (farm Insecticides (farm . 
·and urban derived) and urban derived) 

- ~ . 

'I 

Earth 
Day .. 

2002 

Landfill or buried. 
materials 
Hazardous material 
spills 

'' . (, ~ ~ ;( 

' . 
I 

. ' 
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Refmed. maD me· m~ageDtent _ 
--- returns crop . pro_duction -profits .~-

Ten Maquoketa Watershed · tional N. 
farmers have hosted .on-farm' On \av-enige, - wheri-.: 100 ·. 
manure management dernon.stra- pounds of N was added to the -­
tions dunng the last two·ctop·sea- · manure· application, bringing. the 
sons. Theiraveragecor.n fncome average N available . to 25.0 ·. 
. when manure w~ the only nitro- pounds per acre, there' was a losS . . 
gen (N) and phosphorus· (P} fer.:. . in yield of J bushels J,er acre· ~er• . 

· - tilizer source,.comparedw-ith the- sus the 50 pounds per acre addi­
. zero check, resulted-in increased · ·tionalooinmerdai·N ·treatment. -

grosscom in'comeof.$39peracre' ·· The end~f-season cornstalk 
· ·when com was vaiued. at $2.00 a ·· nitrate N ( re5idual N hi >th-~ com · 

bushel and N at20centsa p<>und./ planf at .maturity) ·was higher, 
At$2.40perbushel.com, the · 2,4?9.parts p~r million (ppm) ni-_ 

improved ·yields from · manure trate N (~'03-N) with the -250 · 
applieation resulted in $47 per pounds N per acre, as shown in 
acre increased gross income, as figure 4: · 
shown in figure 1. . The optimum range for corn-

The average first-year crop- stalk N03-n is 700 to 2,000 ppm, 
available N credits from manure with analyses over 2,000 ppm 
averaged 150 pounds per acre for indicating a high propability that 
the 1 Q demonstrations. the N application -rate: exceeded 

Because all demonstration the t'l requirem~nt of _the crop; -· · 
farms had high or very high . P These demonstrations indi-
tests on the manure demori.stra- cate that manure is a significant' -
tion sites, there was.not a consis- N arid P-resource for-crop produc-
tent yieid ,response. to the 214 tion. · 
p.ounds average per acre_ of P . The type ·o_f Jl!~nurt;: appli~d,_ 
added in the manure resouxce,.as . amount, method' and uniformity 
shown in figure 2. ·. :~·~t < -~ · · ,of application ·are all factors that 

This result was expected due need to _be con~idered when· de­
to the high to very high pre-dem-_ telmining whether to Sl}pplement 
onstration soil tests for P. Thus; a man4re application ·with addi­
adding P fertilizer to these fields tiona! N. The demonstrations . . _ 
resulted in a net loss of income. : show that applying m'o"(.e than so-

The manure N coritribution pounds per acre of N is~'t justi-· 
was calculated using.adjustrrient , fied when u~ing typi_cil manure · · 
factors of field manure history application rates. · . · 
and N loss from surface appli.ca- There is a nee<f for adeql,late . • 
tioQ_ versus manure .- incorpo~a- additional N from ·commercial 
tion;' . · ·_fertilizer wh~n insufficient . 

"Replicated treatments of · .amounts of manure' are applie~t -·. 
·. cpmmercial N applied· at the first ·Maquoketa Wat~rshed .~oject 

year crop avaihible N rate ( oon- staff express ~heir appr~iation to 
· tribution) from the manure (MN t~e fol.lowirig manure . manag~­

rate) :was-applied ·randomly - ine.nt fieid - demon~tration· ~cpop~_ . 
within· each manure demonstra- erato~ i'n' the Maquoketa headwa~ •· . 
tion site. Th'e equivalent ·N ap-' ters area: Darrell ' Rosburg, Ai- . 
plic~tion - resulted in an average lington; David Moorman, Stra.W­
co~ yield of 1'57 bushels per acre · . berry Point; _ David . and . Richard 
from the manure N -source and Venteic~er, ·strawberry -PQint; 
158 bushel~ per acre from _the Marvi!} Heims, Strawberry Point; 
commercial N application; as_ Randy and Rodney Hamlett,­
shown 'in ·figure 3. · . .- Lamont; C&J Fimns, Lamont; 
. Theadditionof50poundsof NlCC, -Calmar; Verie-.Jones~ 

N_ to. the -rnariure application re- . Lamont;- Biii _ H~yes;:Arlington; 
suited in the highest average yield and Keith Bumgartner and Sons, 

/ - -of 165 busheis:· of corn per -.acre. _ . Strawb~rry ~9iQt. Due to unusual .. - ., 
The response to the-additional N /- agronomic conditi9ns during the ·--­
was most evident in the demon- . growing season, -data from -the . 
strations where the ·manure N following-sites were. not used ·in -· 
contribution was .less then 100 th-is summary analysis : Tom . 
pounds per acre .. The higher N hayes, Lamont; bon Thole, Ar~ . ' 
contribution from swine finish- · Jington; Tim·and Jim Recker, Ar-
ing manure applied in excess of · lirigtori; Jim Grimes, ·West Union; 
~,QQO gallons per acre demon- · a_nd Bob Recker, Strawb~rry 
strated -rio benefit from the add!- Point. - · 

. ' ~. 

.·,, 
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over 7o yea_rs, so #'s 
impor_tant to me. to. _.' .. 
support area farmers in 
the.ir,;etfo_r~ to. conserve · _ 
~~ilay:-_ At £?._ c. -_Welding,-. 
tbe -J_~· ~ur job, so that you 

-~an-_~d~yQurs!" -
- -- · ~ Dave Christen · 
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. Fa~ette SWCD invests in the_ 
future of ~~ation · 
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By Michael Henderson _ _ 
Farmers and sportsmen to busi-_ ~ solutiOfl:S to repe~itive tas~.. Even 

nesses and city· fqlk all have niany =though this A1V was purchased late 
new options iii giZmos· and ga~gets. ~.' in the summer, diain~ri:c benefits-have . 
to make theidife:simpler (or _il)ore· .. ··been reaped througb ~e Fall layout ' 
complex). lnd_ustiy C<?iitinU:es tQ de- : · , se~n. , , 
velop new devices· to irilprov~~ow· : The GPS mappi.Qg·equipment i~ · 
we navigate through our life or'job. ~- part of a revolution;:which .is chang- ''""''''.'''9.1:'ijf& :t;:;;~·m:w 
This past year. the Fayette SWCD . ing the face of agricu\tur~. 1)lissys­
has invested in some equipment'that tern utilizes the GPS~ sat~l)i~~ 'gy~tem 
fits theneedsoftheNRCS·Field;Qf-;J,., developed by the U.~··IDili'utry ~ancl ·-.. · ;.:_ .. : 
fice staff. They p~rcl;lased a Pqt~~--·~~ offers the ability to generate accurate 
Ranger ATV ·and GPS mapp111j{'~· l~cation coordinates. Once a position 
equipment. Each of these pieces of has been obtained, information can 
equipment will fill a niche for im- be tied to that location. Producers can 
proving the serv.ice provided to generate yield maps with the combi-
farmers and landowner requesting nation of a GPS unit and a yield mom-
assistance from the NRCS and tor. Site specific soil sampling can 
Fayette SWCD. The District re- be done and variable rate' application 
ceived a 50% cost share grant froni · of lime and fertilizer can also' be 
the Iowa Department of Land ma~e. The District felt that the real_ 
Stewardship's "Iowa Water Quality time mapping utility would be ofgreat . 
Initiative" Buffer. Initiative Program :: benefit. The District borrowed a GPS 
to help defray the costs. This grant , . unit this last spring to ~valuate the 
is designed to aid local Districts in potential application to our mapping 
promoting the Continuous Conser- needs. Based on the value see!), the 
vation Reserve Program (CCRP). District purch~ed a full GPS system. 

The Polaris will be used alone or 
· in combination with the GPS to pro­
vide quick access to remote locations 
in the field. This unit will leave less 
of a track in the field allowing for:use 
in wetter conditions. Previously 
many operations had to be completed 
on foot which took more time to com­
plete while increasing staff fatigue. 
New accessories for the unit are be­
ing added . to provide more specific 

The GPS system has been uti­
lized for mapping wetland areas, wa­
terways, contour buffer stJips, stream 
bank surveys and flood plain surveys. 
Additional uses are continuously be­
ing evaluated to maximize use of the 

GPS equippedATV 

.equipment. All of the contour buffer 
strip layouts that were laid out this 
Fall were mapped w_ith the GPS. 
These narrow strips of CCRP have 
presented a challenge to provide ac­
curate acr~s and maps quickly and 
efficiently. Many times these strips . 
cam;IQt be seen in the first year on FSA 
aerial slide~. This delays accurate 
measurement of these strips until the 
second year. With an increase in . 
rented ground and custom applica­
tion, accurate acres are needed 
quickly after the practice is laid out. 
The GPS equipment has allowed the 
staff to provide this information to the 

-farmers in a very timely fashion. The 
District and NRCS staff fed that the 
addition of the field GPS system ·has · 
been worth the investment. · 

·_:ilail.ti~ls, Suppli~s. 
-----~~~· •·:· Tools, construction, 

Favene 
lumber 

- ~W·f11E~-oo-T IT. ;_;,--.. ~: 

. Companv, Inc. ne1\~~~~sb::~:ball ,2Q6 King St. 425-351-7 

~ -~ -~ :~;! j. -~~. ~!-I'tg:~~~: (·~- . ~ ' .. ; ...... ' 
_ All programs and serviees are 

·offered on . a nondiscriminato'ry' 
1 ·bsis, without reg·ard to rate, colo_r, 

. national ofig;irr, religion, sex;·age; 

marital st~t~s . ?r h~:ndlcap:: .; ; . '_; . :' --
.. n 

Our professionatforesters 
will help you: 

• Market your mature trees 
• Appraise your timber 
• Manage your existing 

woodlands · 
• Plant and grow· new · -

trees from seed 
or seedling·s 

One-Stop Forestry 
101 E. Greene_, Postville • (563) .8?4-3586 

Kelly & Miller Insurance 
144 S. Main, Fayette (563) 425-4569 
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Saeeessft4 no• tilling .,. the Collin_ Jimsen fan•• 
\ 

By Angie Freilinger . in a field have ~~ be rAanaged- He 
Collin Jensen has been living·in . manage~ this conflict" through spot 

the West .Union area his entire life. tiling orily the wet areas in the field. 
Jensen grew up on the family farm, These are.as then dry out faster with-
which has been passed down through out the requirement for tillage. Jensen 
family generations for approximateJv stated th~t once he spot tjled these 
135 years. With different manag;- areas there \YaS no longer a require-
ment through out the years the Jensen ment for additional management in- · 
farm has seen some definite changes. . puts. - , 
Recent changes include tne ~over- · Jensen found that through proper · 
sion.of a conservation tillage system .management toxicity in a com on 
to a no-tillage'system. Conservation com no-till system wasn't as big of.a 
·has been a part of the Jensen farm- problem as he initially thought He 
for "sometime now. Not only is Jensen feels that in order to manage toxicity 
implementing a no-till system, but he ·in com you have to work a zone up 
also is conserving the land through · by running coulters 5 inches deep 
terraces and Conservation Reserve bnnging up fresh sbil and· aerating the 

. Programs. · zone. Jensen found that he could 
Jensen has been utiliZi~g a no- manage his nitrogen application by 

till system since 1985. : The urge to spreading nitrogen in the fall ~d in-
. begin such a practice was initiated . jecting additional liquid nitrogen in 

· through a neighbor who had been the spring as needed. Nitrogen ap-
utilizing no-till . . Jensen stated that plication in the fall consisted . of 

/ before conv~rting to a no-tiU .system broadcasting chicken maQure' over 
he had his doubts. He had seen and part· of the com on com· ground and 
heard the positive aspects of no-till on ,part of the be~ stubble. Anhy-
beans, but no-tilt com was a different drous was applied on the rest of the 
S!ory. He .was particularity eonceined cpm ground. Bulk spreading m the 
abourmaking the com on com no-till fall is also-used to satisfy phospho-
system.successful. He felJ,th~t 'toxjc- tous and potassiu~ requirements. 
ity problems might ~ui: alqqg with Jensen stated that the only time he 
conflicts in trying to appty~itkogen. . fertilizes in the ·~pring is when t~e 

Jensen utilizes a 3 coufter Jkr row - additional input of liquid nitrogen is 
setup for his corn ground and a 1 required. . 
coulter per row splitter on his soybean _ Jensen pointed out that reducing 
ground. His row spacing consists of · compaction is a key to a successful 
36 inches in com and 18 in~hes in no-till-system. He utilizes liquid ni- · 
soybeans. He noted that with oar- trogen instead of anhydrous because 
rower soybean rows you g~t some of the reduc~ion in compaction. He 
yield punch and canopy benefits. stated that deep ripping is not are-
Jensen stated that he· feels there are quirement for his no-till system to be 
no more diseaSe problems with the successful. Jensen redu~s compac-
no-till system at his row spacings than tion by having specific tr<:tffic areas 
other tillage systems. througho_ut his fields. Once these des-
... Jensen is a part-rate user when it . . jgnated areas e?(perience compaction 
comes to the application of pesticides. . problems he utilizes i chisel plow or 

He stated that he rarely uses a fuJI- disk to .work up those specific areas 
rate of any kind of pesticide. Th~ key elimin_(ltirig the requirement for deep 
to being a part-rate user is applying ripping in :no-till systems. 
pesticides when-the weeds are small After years of utilizing no-till on 

, and actively growing. He split ap- all of his ground Jensen has disproved 
plies his chemicals by applying a bum · his doubts about the system~- There 
down with the planter· and following are no regrets from implementing . 
up with an early_ post emergence ap- such a system due to all of the ben-
plication on the corn ground. His · efits he has noted from no-till. One 

· soybean gro1,1nd is a round up ready . of the many benefits he has' noticed 
system. · Jensen stated that he does is the cost savings from implement-
most of his own pesticide application. ing a· no-till system. "No-till takes 

Jensen stated that to make a no- _Jess equipment, man J,ower, and fuel 
till system successful in th~s-area you which holds down our costs." Jensen 
have to install waterways where the. noted that his total diesel bill is re of . 
water runs. Other systems can fill in .a gallon per acre excluding the com-
_eroded gullies through til_lage prac- bine during fall harvest. Not only is 
iices, but in a no..:till system you don't there a reduction in man power and 
have that option. His experience has tractors but, soil erosion-is minimal 
shown that with the instailation of in a properly managed no-till system. 
watef\Yays he. d6esn't hav~ the gully Water holding capacity is another 
erosion that _occurs with other tillage positive aspect of no-till that' he has 
systems. As long as the waterways noticed. Jensen states that during rain 
. are stra~egical' y pJ.aced guliy erosi6n .. >. sho\yers_ tqere: _iS: b~tte,t infilt~ation in 
"isrut a pr6ble~. Another mailage~e~t . · a no: till syste!fl than a tillage system . . 
factor Jensen pointed 9ut is wet spots · 1-:1~ has vis.lially _noted that DO-till 

' J - _.. ' • • 

. ·•' I :.. . 

fields hold a lot more ~ater during 
rain showers than fields that have 

· been tilled. ·No--till fields have a 
. , higher water hold~g ~pa<;jcy duet~ 

the porosity of the field. ·Earthworms, 
rpot channels, insect tunnels and 
other such __ things allow water to in-. 
filtrate better reducing the amoun:t 
of surface runoff. .. 

. During the 1999 storm Jensen 
noticed some definite benefits from 
utilizing a no-till system. After the 
storm Jensen visually r:toted that sev­
eral fields . in the surrounding area 
suffered from ~vere gully and rill 
erosion. He stated that local fields 

/ had gullies that were approximately 
2 feet ~ide and 1 foot deep. His no­
till fields also sustained some rill '~ny tillage done -before pkint- · 
erosion; but these rills were only ing soybeans is recreational 

. about 3 inches deep. Jensen feels -~ tli/age, because there is no ec~ . 
that the n~till system prevented se- · nomiC yield loss from no-tiU soy­
_rious erosion ·on his-farm because beans."- CollinJensen 
of two main reasons. One reason .. 

was that the trash created mini dams 
that held water instead of allowing 
it to escape .as surface runoff .. The 
other reason was because of the 
higher infil_tration rates of_ a no-till 
system·due to -porosity. 

Jensen is the first to admit that 
in order to make a no-till system 
work you have ~o be dedicated to 
management. "Successful no-till 
just d_oesnrt happen it takes a lot of 
work.. You have to be particular in 
every aspect of farming such as pes­
tic~ de choice, land use; and other 
such things~" 

Collin Jensen is extremely 
happy with no-till and will continue 
utilizing su~h a system. 

2001 Iowa Masters No-Till Corn Growers Prove It! 
Congratulations To All The Northeast towijl Winners! 

•. ·;..> -: -~ ..... 

::.. ·. 

District No-Till Winner · .... t6bal No~ Till Winners 

. 8756R.R 206.87 bu/a ·· 1·a7.o3 bu/a (no till) · .. 

Ml ~i9~~i\~~~~j~~i~;~ 2lOPI~C?.·s•: atville, lA 

We at Garst are very proud to be associated. with sucfl Top Conservationists, and all of the 
other Top Performing Farmer.;s of Northeast Iowa! If you'd like to look at these and more 
Garst/AgriPro hybrids, please contact the Garst/AgriPro ProSe/ler closest to you; or call: 

Kermit White, -~istrict Sales Manager,_Postville, lA 

563-864-7569 

(. 

' . . 
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. \ . . . . . . . . . ·. . . 

·. NAME: ADDRE~S~S:------~~~~~~~'----~--~~~~~~~ 

CITY: 'STATE ' .ZIP PI:IONE::-:----------"---....;._.;...___ ---~~ -~---"-

.. · .. \; .· ·: 
. Am.edcan :Aibo!Yitae·(12-.I,S~~) . 
. ~9I.orado·~pruce.(l2-15"). .. · 
~orwaySpruce'(t548!•) · .: · · 

,;.'-=:.. .. ). .. ·' 

$55.00 . X 

r . . 
Nu.inberof 
Tree8'· .· 

~ :8;00 .· •X -=-
. $ . 8.00 x, .·<' = · . 
$ ·'8.00 X·: ----

•'Q . Tot:S;il·i)fAbove 
Add 6%.'Sales'Tax · 
Total Payment Due _.:..._ __ _ 

FayeHe SWCD takes_ takes third place on. 
- statewide conservation buffers contest 

The Fayette SWCD has. tie~n and agencies, the SWCD was able to 
very · successful in the utilization of hire extra st~ff for layout, promotion 
the Continuous CRP (CCRP), also and administration of the CCRP. 
known _as buffer strip CRP. -~~a use The Fayette SWCD purchased a 
of this success, the Comrilj.ssioners grassed w(!.terway fabric 'machine 
have nm;ninated·.the Fayette SWCD whiGh-helps to protect the waterways.: 
for · the 2000 Buffer 'Achievement . from gully er?sion during the early · 
Awarc;l§ Prqgram which offered cash non-veget?,ted state. after ~nstruction. 
prlz~(for ·the· top three ent:ri~s.' ¥ost of the waterW~Y fabric illstalled 
Fayette won f!lird place, for whicn · ·. last yea<;.v~ . d<;>ne by Bi~ Benn~tt, 
the district recei-ved $500. as a volunteer. . . 

Th~ ~ayette _SWCD has taken Strong local partners have played 
· many st~ps ov·er the past few years a major pat:t in the overall success of 
· to as~i.s( the .~taff in· promoting ·and th~ CCRP in .the c6unty. The Fayette 

applying this great water quality and .County FSA.staff and County Com-
. . erosion _cpntroi program. · · _ mittee, the Fayette County Conser- · 

A few of the items listed in the vation Board, and the Fayette County 
nomillatlon fonh submitted wer~: . . ' Pheasants Foreve! were the pri~ary 

·: F~yette SWCD ·has co~sist~ntly partners that are heavily relied upon 
rankea_ wi.thin the top. 10% of total ··fpr their help._. The Fayette .County 
CCRP~tohtracts and last year Fayette -- Extension also . provided assistance . 
Co. w~s· ·listed a5 l~ading the state:· with ongoing :educational support.' · 

With the h~lp. of v~o~~ grantS, Tbe Fayette SW~D · and. local 
the SW~D p.u~chased several items NRCS staff would lil(e to_thahk these 

· to ass_i~r i~e ~taff ln.'the application of and others for their assistance in car-
:theCCJ;U>. ·suchitemsin¢h.:idedanew ·. rying out one bf.the best conserva-
10 ft .. no..:till native prairie drill, an "tion and W_ate~_qu~fy programs t(Ver. 
A1Y to . assist ~taff :in th~. layout of . .We would~ rilso like to eXtend 'our 
practices cll}d GRS ·equipment for ac- . gratitu_dt? t~ :~1i~ ~h.~ . Fay~tte County 
CLirate and timely informa_tion ot'acre- CCRP !parti'Cip~~~ ~~ho have cdop­
~ges and .location of CCRP.practices. . · erated with us to ~ctiially get this· pro-

. ,.. Through partneri.p.g witjl other groups gram applied· to their land. 

• Custom fatm terraces .• Ponds 

/, 

~ Basements • Septic systems • Demolition 
• Custom agli:me spreading • Rock_ hauling 

5:63-426~5995 . 
HOURS: Tu~s.-Fri .. 7 am-8 pm 
Sa~. 7 ~-2 pm & Buffet 5-8 pm;· · 

. ·Sun. -11 am-2 pm {Buffet) 

(563) 864-7515 1-888-864-7518 
152 S. West Street, Postville, lA 52162 
~ T erq· Szabo, President 

I ., 
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· .. Bar11est -to yre~erve' the fOrests as . reneWable resouree 
By Gary Beyer, District Forester 

Don't cut trees . . Cutting trees 
destroys the forest _ and · disrupts . 
nature. Save-our forests by pro­
tecting them from man. The-se 
sentiments appear to be growing 
in our society. Bow did we get 
to this point? 

Maype we are influenced 
early in our-lives·. One night I 
was cooking dinner for the -kids 
beC-?US~e my wife was working .· 

· late. Because I love to do dishes, 
we were using paper plates. ·My 
daught~r explained to me that we 
should not use paper plates be­
cause her teacher said ·that de­
stroyed trees. The next morning_ 
I called my daughter's third grade 
t~acher~ I asked her how many 
people would buy land, pay prop- . 

. : 

. erty taxes, and care for a prop­
. erty that had no potential return. 
Normally people that are opposed 
to forest management-do not own · 
forest land. If you want to ·en- . 

· courage the planting of trees and . 
the care of our forests use inore . 
wood pro~ucts, not les~. The sur­
est way to destroy ourw<,)odlands 
to ma-ke them useless to the 

- people who own them. 
This nation was built with . . 

wood: From the _first rail;~ads 
homes, barns, fence~, and fire~ 
wood, wood has been the back- · 
bone of our cou~try. The · very 
people who.criticize cutting trees 
are living in homes larger "than· 
ever, using more wood than ever 
for furniture, cabinets, flooring, 
and trim~ Where is this :wood to 

• • J • ~ • • ; > • 

. come from? at some tim~. They have a finite The better the forest is managed, . 
Woo~ is one of the most - life span and we need to plan for . ~he more unique plants,. wildlife, and 

unique, renewable resources on their replacerrie?t. The only way beautiful 'trees the forest will have. 
earth. \Treated properly, wood . a tree ca11 be preserved is in a,· The·fllni, "The Last of the Mohicans" 
products can last for generations. · wood product. . was filmed on a tree farm ill North 

-- - A fme oak table or:walnut desk . The bills in northea~t Iowa Carolina, because it was the most ' 
_,cat} be passed down through the . were fanned 10,000 years ~go pristine setting 'they could find to 
family for years.-_ The 'tree that when the last-glaCiers receded. shoot the filn:t. ·Many people also be-
produced this · proquct' can be · Th~ unique woodland we have _ lieve that harvesting 9estroys the urr- . 

· grown in 70-.80 years. Th~t's close today is a result of many years of derstory plants such as wild flowers. 
to a lifetime .for us, but when com- heavy distprbance such as fire Last summer, the foresters invento-
_pare_d with petroleum used. to harvesting,-and grazing: Man; ried several sites and recorded-~the · 
~ake plastics, it is an eye blink. speci~s of trees, shrubs; and forbs speci~s and abundance of understory 

Timber management involves· respond to disturbance,' which plants. W~ found the same plants In 
_ ha~esting trees to provide space adds diversity to our woodlands;· 20 year old dearcuts that we found 

and sunlight for younger trees. Oak and walnut require ·fall su~:- · in t}le mature woods. The harvest did 
- This keeps the· forest div~rse and lightto grow and will not grow in not destroy t_hese plants forever. 

· healthy~ Young trees· have fewer shad~. Without harvesting, we When conditions became suitable 
disease problems; produce mo_re will eventually lose these species such as the right amount of shade, the·· 
oxygen, and tie· up more carbon in our forests. Harvesting trees plants returned from seed in the soil, 

_ than older, slow-growing trees. If impacts the area-_ for 15-20 yearS. or seed from surrounding areas. · 
-the trees are harvested under a The major change in the ·forest is Iowa's 2 million acres of wood-
fores.t management plan, steps are that large tre~s ~re removed to · land are owned by 56,00o landown-

.Jaken to insure that the older trees make;ro?m for sma:ller_trees, but ers (2% of the populatim~). 92% of 
are replaced. We need mature for- the forest is certainly not de- the timber in Iowa is privately owned. 
ests f0r Certain spe_cies of wildlife, . strayed. The forest· ecosystem' is ' T}le decisions that these landown~rs 
wildflowers, and. forbs. But we still in._tact and functioning. Clear- make with their woodland affects 
·need rnature forests for certain ing with a -dozer, housing devel- every Iowan. The woodland in Iowa 
species .of wildlife, wildflowers, · opments, grazing, and harV-esting . filters water in our streams and lakes, . 
and forbs. But · we also need without a forest management plan pro~_ides habi,tat for a wide variety of :. 

'-young foreststo-replace-the older destroy the forest, not proper bar-:- wildl~fe,~ ~ontrols soil erosion, and 
forests in the future. Trees all die vesting.: - · · - ;• provides employment for over 7;000 

~~rv':T~~~~~-.------""!'==:a•~S?:"!JJI!II~- ~ 'pe9ple ~the wood industry. _ · -. - ' . ~ow a is oile of the largest exports . 
of walnut veneer in the nation. North­

.. ·-~~ast l<;>W;:t ~qwsthe fmest oak, wal- · 

· · -Mo~ powetful, smoothest riding 4x4 you can buy. 
• NewPolaris ?00 evenjiring parallel twin -engine . . . . 
• Smooth riding, independent i-edrsusperision with 9.5" oJtravel 

.. • OnoOemana true 4.-whee/ drive witf:l on/off switch . 
. _ • Industry leading ·11.25" of ground clearance and 1500 lb. towing capacity 

:@PQLAAis· . . 
- ,.~~- The Way Out . 

·Drillings All Season Sports -· 
2355~ 1lth St.-,. Calmar (563)'5&2-3601 · 

: rttft:h~fd maple, imd ash in the wori<l.. 
Timb~r is a ,renewable crop that ben­
~fits society and provides a ·good re,.. . 
turn 'for the landowner. · High quality 
woodlands provide an excellent ·IRA 
for the f~nnily ·and will gain value 

-faster than money in the bank. People 
who ·own the timber land will grow 
value .for their family and provide 
society with a multitude of benefits. 

_cutting trees destroys the forest. 
Not hardly. The more value that trees 
have,. the more care people will give 
their woods and the more trees will 
be planted: -When we stop utilizing 

·. our forests, they will be cleared for 
some other use. 
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swcq purchased a fabric-l?ying machine. 
$ 23,440.13 was receiv.ed for the Iowa Financial Incentive Progra!J1. (IFIP). 
The 2001 IM Buqget & Spend41g Plan was C!.pproved. · .Keeping ·yc,~ 

ln. -Touch;! ·.~: 

' Your Authorized Agent for: . Water qut~Jity as 
a ·e~it~~-· 

Th~ SWCD accepted the resignation as commissioner from Jodi Jeanes. 
97 contracts for 4,007 acres were approved· for the CRP 20th ·gene·ral sign-up. 
12 EQIP contraCts were approved:· · · --
Project Agreement for Upper Maq~oketa .w~ter~~ed ·w~s approved. , 

... AUGUST . . . . 
Joyce Trotter~ Oran, was ·appo~te<fc'pmmjssioher t~· fW the ~aaincy of Jodie · 
Jeanes. · : · ~ · . · · -- · · · · · · · · ' · 

$ 1,288.00 in REAP Practf~~ _and $1,849.00 in REAP .Forestry we~.:e re~ 
ceived. · · ·· · · . ' · · · · 

Will Ogle was sel~~ted as tii~ State' of Iowa.Woodiand 'bWner of the Year. · 
Paul Nuss was appaintecl as·~~treasurer. -~ · . 
Project Agreement for Engis~ H<?~ow II Project wa.s· appro~ed:'- · · 
Houg· Education Farm propertY taxes were paid. · · · 

. , . . . _S~~MBER . . . 
TheAnnualEducatiOn FieldDayfor413 third grade·s.tudents was held at the 
Richa.id Jensen farm. · · · · · · · · · · · 
Will Qgle and-Joe Wingert were appeinted a~ Assistant Commissioners. 
William Bennett attended the Annual Conference in Des Moines. ·· · · 
3 EQIP eontractswere approved: . . 

. SWCD supported one teacher from Fayette County to attend tb~ Food, ~d, 
& People Wbrkshop. · · · . - _· ;, · · · · · · . · _ · 
SWCD sent notiCes. to ·Fayette, C<?tinty ne~spaper:s to ·aceepf bids· for' the 
construdi9n of a pond.on the Houg Education Faf111. : ··' - · 
Annual Hiqn B~reau Awards' ~anquet was·-held in Fayett~,:~~ : ~ ... ·· : .· · 

- • t ' ' • ' .- • •' • ' ,. ~. I .• '. jo 

.; :oCTOBER . · ' · 

.,· 

. '• 

D I~- E ·c .T .V:. . . 

~US. Cellular 

· Orannis; aitd ·M~ Cree~~eie·$~~#fitted · foi grant appliCMions. ., 
SWCD submirted two graii~s:Jof tpe)3uffer Initiative Program . ... · · ·. · ·· .. , .· -~ . · ... 

. . · .· '· NOVEMBER .;,,.; i~.- ,., 
$ i,185.0<i m IM supplem~~t~{filif('f~wa~ received. · .·- . · ·' . : . · ... 
$ '10,~75.~~h! ~ P~~Cii~~:·an~ $~,5~?oo~ ;ri)llii\Y For~~tr}r supplemen~- - .-- .·~· ~· ·--:-. -
tal .funds W~S fe~I~ed.'. _ , , . _ . , · :'. . , . . _ ~.~,.- ~-· . . .,. ___ .• · ,. , ·~ .,,-.. : .. 
NR~S~'t~iye_d : $~';f~OOOJo{ ~~e cqo!Jerafjve. ~gt~-eni~nti(:r~tu~<il;-th(Q~st~.<:(.- -( · ·. ,. ·.::;.· ·;. 
_Emplbyee. · · · · · " · · · · ·· ·'-, o • · • .::~ • · 

. DECEMBER 
SWCD purchased .. a Trua.* Orain Drlll ·: .. ·.· 
Fall Regional meetillg w.ashel~ in Dyer~viile, 
Fayette SWCD was approved' for $_10,000 to write grants for Grannis .:arid 
Mink Creeks. · -· · 

. The SWCD approved the conservati9n_ ~aserpent for the Steege faiJll. 
. . JANlJARY . . . . . , 

New commissioner training was held in West Union. '· ·. ~·· . . · 
Election of Officers, appointiJ?ent o(Tr.easurer, and the appqhitment 0f · 
ASsistant Commissioners were held. Aimual Plan o{workwas reviewed: 
Legis~ators were invited to the Legislative Luncheon in Des _Moines. ~ 
CDI and NACD dues were paid. . - · 

- . . FEBRUARY 
Soil and Water Stewardship ·materials were ordered. 
$ 500.00 fu IM supplemental funds· was" received. 
Mike Henderson ~as hired as the Grannis Creek Watershed Coordinator. . 
Muff reviewed the Memos of Understandiilg, EEO, and Civil Rights with · 
the SWCD. · · _. MARCH ·· · . . . . 

Houg E9rtcation Fa~ property taxes were paid . 
. Brenda Myers was chosen at the 2001 SWCD scholarship winner of $500. 

Henderson ~nd Muff worked together to s.ubmit a pre-proposal for streal)l 
· bank staQ.ilization on Grannis Cre~k. ·_ . ·, ·, 

1 
· · 

. . . APIDV· .. 
SWCD was approved forth~ Buffer Iriiti~tiv~ Option 2. 
7 EQIP contracts were approved . .. :_ ~·:: .~ · · · · · ·<. '"' :-.~ ·.. . .. . 
Pheasants Forever/Fayette Co1,1nt.:y,.Cons.~rvation Bo~rd!S\\T;.~b-G:iainT)riH. 
Operator Aw.eement was approyed: ; ~ ··· .:: :r· ·.:: · . . ' .. > · ">~'': ~ · · :.. . · 
86 tax exemption forms were apptove~ _fpr ·~:6o2.Q2.' acre~· ... ·: ,_-_ ... .'-~~ ··. ' 

' .'. _• ,:'·~· ·_,MAY.r·~.,:·· -~ ' ' ' '· . . .. "' ·' .' •. , 
No~ations for 'owner/op.~r~to~;·windbieak, \YOodlan:,d owner, and water­
shed..V{ere :~ubmitted totli~~"S:WCD. -)':~\:: :· :':. --~ ·:·),. > /., .. ,.;::. :·-~ ~---; .. 
SWCD .. approv~-~ ·the ~f9resf:Seivice M:~hio of.Un~erst~pding~ ~-· _.-_._::- _ 

. Amendment and.:Supplem~nt to the Projet:t Agreenienifor Erisign Hollow · 

II Watershed wa~.aptroved. ~- JUNf ::·:.: . · . . · . , · · . . 
SWCD receive4:gra~! filnds for .the Buffers 'tV prowC!.~tq~ough ~he~§aii-ts . . 
Forever. These.;ftwd,~}.Vill'be used for.)tpif)is~ri.Gt .Eoipl0)iee.;r.·- ,,..-~.,~, . ., <;.."~.<,· ~ 

.;t•·: .. · ~:X~ !; ::~~ .. ~.:. . . 

. AH117 

:11-IGI AS~.~ Sflll1NG 
• • • !' • r• • 

·' ~ Doubl&deeker design iS .~ Tb.e clean botto~ deck · · 
twiee ~ strong as cutters · ·· promo).es betfur ·a.ITjiow, for 

. with a single deck. . · better cut~g/~trlb\]tion. . 

· ~ The top deek is domed. · ·:· ~ Av3.ilabie.hl s. to 14-foot 
· .. _Water and grass roll off~ . cutting widths, fc::>:r inid- . 

preventing water . -, ·" an~ h~~a.vy:O,uty<. _ . ~ 

buildup and rust. / : '{ -~ "~~:ti?~:':f r, ~~i,; :, . 

In a sen·s~, water quali~y should 
be considered as·one of our commod-· 
ity crops, jvst the same as com; beans, 
or lives~ock. .. : . 

Water quality involves .a cost. be 
that erosion. on a field (yield loss), . 
dredgmg Ba~kbone Lake, potential 
regulatory cost d1,1e to consistent poor 
water qijality, .lack ·of tourism, and 
loss of profit due to. wasted and losr 
nutrients. 

We can "harvest" ·benefits from 
better water qu'ality.- · If more soil is 
left · on the field, yie.lds are better, 
longer. If rriore soil is left on the field, 
our property· value should be 
better.would you pay premium rent · 
or purchase dollar for an eroded 

. farm?? If nutrieqts. are used appro­
,priately, profits . increase: If water . 
quality. improves regulatory costs 
may nqf ~.e ne¢ess~ry. 
. . Water quality is ·a ·co'mmodity 
crop that is raised ~very day o( the 
yea.T:". . 

. ·Th~~Vp~r ·Maquoketa River Water 
. Quality prbjict~is :supported' in part or in 
toW byJhe Iowa Department of Agricul­

. tiue ariq:JAI19· Stewardship, Division of 
· Sdij · cfb~iV~tiori. . . . 

· Soi·l ,­
ConserVation 
·· · Saves·;-lowa 

··farms! 

· We t~~ank area 
farmers who practic~ 

soil conservation . 

119 N. Vine, West Union 
(563) 422-3151 
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ByAngie Freilinger 
stream. . ·From tilly creeks to major rivers ter q~ality. S~~a!D ch~nrteis that ·are ticide ancl-herbicjde residuals are in­

all oourses have a ripariari zone com- Ctlt deeper also.have 'a greater likeli- creasingly becoming a health coh-
monlyknownasthefloodplam. The hood for .streambank erosion. . · cern. A1985 study found ~ight pes-· · 
riparian zone· stretch~ along each· . The disappearance of natura:l ·ri- · ticides in. ground water that supplies 
waterway as wide as annual or peri~ parian zones h~s resulted in an in- puqlic' wells in 31 Iowa counties. 
odic flooding ·occurs. · The ripatjan . crease of non-point source (NPS) . Another survey showed 53% oflowa 
zone is the waterway's ·buffer. Un: pollution. of ~urface and ground wa- . wells had detectable pesticide -resi­
der normal conditions, the inaturali · ter._·NPs pollution does not come '·, ·dues.c · 

Soil .and water quality benefits · 
are tremendous .through the imple~ 
mentation of a buffer system. Below · 

nofoiily benefi~ the environment, but­
alsp benefits individual landowners 
and Society in general. The landowner 
benefitS from. improved fishing, hunt.. · 
ing, · and wildlife habitat. Benefits 

vegetatio!l growing on.this land traps· from a specific source such as a sew-·. · Whil_e restoration of all natural ri­
sedi.nients :from upslope erosion, and age lagoon outlet. pipe· or a smoke- parian zones may not ·be economi­
filters out fertilizers and pesticides stack. ·Instead, ~S pollutiqn is a .. cally .or socially flexible, the re-cre-

, used on adjacent faimland: This area general pre~ence of pollutants such ation of streamside buffe~ systems 
may 'thrive as a very wet area thar as s~d_iment, fertiliZers, insecticides; along many miles in the riparian zone 
supports trees, shrubs, grasses, cat- and herbicides whose specij:ic source -is·. possible. Buffer systems· can be 
tails, and other species, or be occi- is qifficult to pinpoint. Studies nave . established in areas along streams that 
sionally-wet and supjx>rt species that shown tha_t more than 60 percent of . have-been cleared of native vegeta-

. can grow under variable ronditions. the Nations wat~r contamination is tion_ and are no longer fun~tioning 
· In the Midwest, riparian zones sup- - attrjbuted to NPS pollution. . Esti- _properly. Zfh,is system consists of 66-
port well-know trees such as will9w, mates may be even higher in the Mid- to 100-f1 wide buffer strips planted t? 
silvennaple, cottonwood, green ash, · west due to i~s largely rural popula- n:ees, shrubs, and perennial · prairie · 
black walnut~ and river birch; shrubs tion and ·few heavy indu~tries. Ac- . gr~es. Buffer systems can also con- . 
such as serviceberry and dogwoods; . eording to the U.S. Department of sist of just a grass/legume mixture. 
and. grasses such as prairie .. Agriculture, 64% of sedimen! found With the-recreation ofbuffer systems, . 
sloughgrass and reeds cari'arygrass. in streams is .from crop and range- streambanks are·stabilized and may 

land. · ,_ better filter tile line flow from · agri-
1992 data colle.cted in Iowa for · cuJ~ral fields. A restored riparian . 

·under natural cond~tions ripar- · the Natio:n.al ~esources lnven~.ory: buffer system being ev:aluated in cen­
ian zones provide a networ~ :of veg- .(NRI) show. t~e . state\\'jde a~~Fage · . · tral Iowa on Bear Creek has shown a 
etation vital to ·the terrestriat :and ._ soil eroslon:loss.still .exceeds 6tons·. removal rate .-of 80-90pereent of ni~ 
aqu~tic ecosystems: Th~s~- ar~~s ar{·. ·per acre· per, · y~ar-, and. m~my aie_C\S trate-nitrogen and atrazipe in the sh~­
"living filters'' · for .both siu:face.·and ·' .. hav~loss ·rates as high as 2Stons per.;.· ·low gr~up.dwatet:priodoentering~he 
subsurface water. They trap ~il sedi.:: '-a.cre 'per year. -T4ese Same.soilswould· 
ment and modify agriculturai'chenii.:. . ' lo~e·oniy 200 to 400 pounds per'acre . 
Cals includ_!ng. nitrales, ,phosphates, . per year if qlVei'ed,with natur~l'fo~­
herbicides, ~nd insecticides before ·.est or ·prairie 'vegetation. In the, Mid~ .. 

. - - these pollutants cari enter streams. Ri- ' . west, .it is common to ·have_niore .than· ... 
paiian ~- buffers aJso stabilize 90. percent of a wateish~d used for 

. strearribanksby·reducing bankero-·. row crop agi:lculture.- - . . . . 
sion theryby s-lowing stream ~m~an...: . Field. tile lines area major so~rce=--· ~-..,..~--~~_,_ __ 
de ring across pasture and ·row crop _ of nitrates. Wit,h. the loss of ripari'an 

· ·fields. They incre~.the wat(!r-hold- area_s·tile lin~s-are -.often outlette.d di:...­
ing capacity of soil, which moderates rectly into·streams without havipg the 

· floodffi.g and recharges groundwat~r · . opportunitY to first filter through a · 
supplies. Riparian zones are ·imp<}r- .· riparian buffer, and so allow nitrates · 
tant for terrestrial wildlife habitat and direct access to surface water. When 
control the aquatic ecosystem of_. dissolved ill drinJ9llg water, nitrate 
small-to mid-sized stream_s. . is ·converted to.- nitrite, which mal<e 

hemoglobin cells in the plood unable -... 
Within the last 50 years the natu= · to carry · oxygen cal!sing. brain dam-

ral vegetation of most Midwestern ri- age and suffocation to newborn ba- . 
parian zones has been cleared and re- . bies and livestock. The Epvironmen­
placed by row crops or converted_to· ta'iProtec.tionAgency has established;· 
.grazed past)Jres. Strearn c~~mnels lO_parts·rer milliqn (Ppm).the allow­
have been straightened and deep~hed able li.J;nit for nitrates in drinking wa­
allowing field tiles that carry agricul~ ter . . Field ~ile. lines· often have ~trate 
.tural c~emieals such as nitrogen and, . concenp-atiOns:of 15-~ppm. w~~~ ~0- .. ·' 
atrazine, to drain directly into . 9Q ppm common durmg.the growm~ . 
streams. These modifications reduce season. . 

. ground roots_ improve soil porosity 
that allows more surface runoff to :. 
so~k into--the soil. Native trees, · 
shrubs, and prairie ·grasses develop. 
significantly deeper and greater' root . 
m~es than crop plants and ~1-~a- . 

·. may . also be derived from the pro­
duction of biomass for forage,·energy, 
timber, ·native prairie seeds, or ber­
ries and nuts from trees and shrubs. 

.·Allresidents ·in a watershed and so-
· son grasses. Hood pamage can also 
be redu~d through a riparian buffer 
system. Hea\ry riparian zones · can . 
reduce the severicy of flooding dur..: 

· ing .heavy rains ·in three main ways. 
-1. The stream's natural characteristiCs 
are preserved. 2. Native trees, shrubs, 

ciety in· general benefit from im- . 
proved water quality, lower costs of · 
cleaning sepiment from-major reser- · 
voirs and rivers, and increased diver-

- and grasses route water undyr ground. 
3. Transpiration of plants reduces 
water in the· soil. Plants use several · 
thousand gallons . per acre-of water 

· each day, thereby drying the soil and 
making more . room in- the _ "soil 
sponge" for floodwater: Riparian ar- · 
eas also provide numerous 'Yildlife 
habitat benefits. · 

!he recre~tion of~ ?uffer syste~ · · 

sity for wildlife. 
. _ Restoration and management of 
existing. vegetated areas can lessen, 
and perhaps reverse many wate'r 

. quality and environmental problems 
and, ·at the same time, increase the 

. quality of life for humans and wild­
.,. life. For more information pertain­

ing to the implementation of a buffer 
system plea:se col)tact your local 
Natural ResourCes COnser\lation Ser­
vice. 

This' article is ·a revision of the . 
Iowa State University Extension .bul~ . 
letin Pm-1626b~ 

Int · · ·ty· .· Mills . egn . 
· . Corn Milling_I)JVisiorl of the Sunrich Food Group 

6166thAve. W.- Cresco . 

·. (563). 547 ~5827_ .julied@sunrich.com 

' .· WADENAtOCKER tlC 
'- . . - ' ' ' - ' . ~ ' . 

. 239 S ,MJLL ST.,. WADENA 563-774-2725 · 

..,.·_ •:..>-..-- ---;-- -· 

the length of time that water stays m · Many insecticides ~d herbicides_ 
the soil; . where it can be deaned by· are chemically bound to soilparticles. 
the "living filter" _of pl~ts and mi-. During heavy rains these particles are 
crobes. Overall, these changes hav:e eroded from . fields directly entering 
dramatically increased _th(! quaptity _and po~lu.t~ng streams cont~i~~tin~ _ "'· 

.·. Fo~AIIYourMeat. Processing. Needs 
.-BEE~E .. ~ DEER • PORK . 

... . ~ . ' ~ . . . . ' . . ~ ._. · .. and speed of water moviflg in. stream . su!face ~d. __ ~ound ·\Y~te,r. ~Ifh tJi.e · . < . _ . : _. 

ch~els; which provide more en~rgy ~ ~oss of. npan~ ar~~ tl1at_- ~~P.. sedr-'._ . 
for erosion 'imd, iri tUm, reduces.wa;;. .. · ments before ente.n~g streams.mse,c:... : .· 

- ·.-. . \ ~ ~ '. -.... 

!_ .:. • ... t .: .. · 
·- ·.:. 
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Fayette SWCD ZOO~ aeeOJtaplishments ·--~~-
By William Bennett, SWCD SWCD won an award for the most The Fayette SWCD with the help · J!!!li;::.J;i:;l 

Chairman .' CRP waterways and buffers in 2001. of the Maquoketa Headwaters Coun-
In 2Q01, the Fayette Soil and - Work continued on the Ralph cil continued to administrate the Up- . 

Water Conservation District Hong Conservation Eduq~tion Farm per Maquoketa River Watershed 
(SWCD) did their best to serV'e ev- as two types of wetlands were devel- Project. This is a four county project 

- eryone in the county. - The SWCD oped. ~eople will b,e able to see what involving Buchanan, Clayton, Dela-:- · 
hired two part-time employees, Joe · the different types of wetlands look ware, and Fayette ·counties. The 
Wingert and pon Durscher. TheY. _- like. A driveway and parking area SWCD is also involved in · the En- , 
mainly worked on CRP, but also have .been developed forvanous edu- . sign Hollow II project that is admin­
helped with field layout. In the cation activities. The 2002 Fayette istered through Clayton county. 
spring with the help of a grantJr~m< County Forestry Field Day will be The four northeaSt Iowa counties 
the Iowa Departm~nt ofAgricultl;!re , -. held here in -April. The SWCD (Allamakee, Clayton, Fayette~ and 
and Umd .Stewardship, the SWCf?- worked with the Iowa DNR on a deer · Winneshiek) also worked on two 
hired Mike Henderson to write a_ fenc_ing project last fall to see if it EQIP projects. The main project in­
grant application for .the Gran~i~ : prevents damage to oak trees . . Ten- volved forestry. 
Creekwatershed. The watershed and tativeplansaretohavethe2002Third The SWCD ·has been an active 
an EQIP application were.approv~d. : Grade Education Field.D:;ty here also. part of the Resource Conservation 
Mike was then hired full-time as "the The lOth annual Education Field . and Development (RC&D) for ·the 
:watershed coordinator. ·Day was in September at the Rich- l~t fifteen years. The-Fayette SWCD 

The SWCD purchased a Truax . ard Je.nsen farm. The SWCD had. the and Fayette County Board of Super­
native grass drill. This was done. ip cooperation of many people, organi- -visors were among the five counties 
cooperation with the Fayette County zations, and businesses: Easton's that formed the RC&D that now in-

. Conservation Bo'!rd, Iowa Depart- Culligan Water Conditioning, Fayette eludes six counties. 
ment of Agriculture (IDALS), aiJ.~ County Pork Producers, One Stop The SWCD commissioners and 
Fayette County Pheasants Foreve~. Forestry, Fayette County Conserva- assistants attend regional, stat~, and 
· A fabric machine was also ,p~r~ tion,Board, Natural Resources Con- national meeting to exchange ideas 
chased. This lays fabric across wa- ~ervation Service, Iowa J?epartment and learn how to better serve the dis-, 
terways to help protect the new wa- of Agriculture (IDALS), newspapers, trict. They also admi.Iiister the state 
terway until the seeding can ·be es, and other individuals. We take this cost -share programs, set priorities for 
tablished. The machine was also uSed time to thank those who assisted us - federal and state work, ·and investi­
in some adjoining counties. _Fayette in an~ay for another successful gate any soil loss complaints. 

year. 

• BA~Tt/MoVII\}(3 • WArERWAYs • 
• PONDS ~ ,Ro-cK HAULING • BASEMENTS • 

• ALL ·TYPES. OF EXCAVATION • 

JIM & CAM GRANGER 
all 563 422-3127 422-6141 422-3598 

.· 

F abri;c machine used for laying installing fabric in waterways. 

This is a picture of a Trupx grain drill, similar to the one purchased by 
the district. 

Water: 
Our most 
precious 
resource. 
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The soybean aphid in Northeast IOwa 
By Dan Burkhart, Fayette County 16 inch) yellow aphids with a pair 
Extension Education Director of black tubes ("tailpipes'~) on the 

During the 2000 season, the backend of the abdomen. 
soybean aphid (Aphis glycines ' The soybean aphid life cycle 
Matsumura) was found in the is thought to be limited to _two 
Midwest for the first tim~~ Heavi- plants. Aphids live on soybeans 
est infestations were found in (Glycine max) in the su~er and 
Wisconsin and northern Illinois. eggs· qver ·winter on buckthorn 

, In 2001 heavy · infestations oc- (Rhamus.species) ·in the winter. 
curred in drought affected areas ~ Aphids hatch _in the spring, pro-
of Allamakee and Winnesheik dtice· two wingless generations, 
Counties, and in portions of Min- and then produce a winged gen-

. nesota aud Wisconsin. · - eration that migrates to soybeans. · 
The soybean aphid is native The aphids can ,produce up to 15 

to the Far East{Chma, Japan Phil- generations before tliey migrate 
ippines, etc.). Entry into the back tobuckthorn .jn the fall. The · 
United States probably occurred summer generations .are all fe-
b~cause ofegg infested ornamen- ' males capable of producing ad-
tal Buckthorn- plants imported ditional generations of females 
into the Milwaukee · or Chicago ·about ·every two weeks. This ere-
area. ates an opportunity for rapid loga-

Soybean aphid concerns in- rithzpic growth capable of infes-
clude: . tations peaking at over 200 aphi<;ls 
1. Yield reduCtions due caused by per. leaflet by late July. One gen-
aphid feeding - especially when eration of mixed males and fe-
the soybeans an~:under stress. . males occurs prior to aphids lay-
2. Transmission .of -the Soybean ing eggs o~ the buckthorn plant~ 
Mosaic VlTUs (SMV). "If carried in the fall. · 
by the aphid, SMV may cause -The only inf9irnation avail-

Midwest in 2001. No research 
based pest management recom­
mendations exist for this pest. As 
more is learped about this pest, 

· sound recommendations will be 
developed. 

Last year in northeast Io":'a, 
aphids appeared in some soybean 
fields by mid-J~ne as spotty in­
festations of a ·few aphids per 
plant. In these fields, aphids 
spread to most of the plants by 
late June ( -100 aphids per plant). 
And by J1?.id-July, in the worst 
fields, the population rea~hed 
nearly 100 aphids per leaflet: By 
late July, the populations in these 
field~ peaked at over 200 aphids 
per leaflet. _After mid-August, 
aphid populations dropped off 
rapidly as their life cycle s~itched 
from the soybean : host to the 
buckthorn host.- Where initial in­
festations began at a later date 
(-late June), populations peaked . 
·at a later date (-early August). 
. In most cases, where infestations 

yield r_eduction ~nd potentjal . able on soybean aphi.d manage;-' . 
dockage due . to seed stain'ing> · ... ment is some limited research. 
This' is a special C9ncern for spe~: ,: '- from 'China and a f~w field dem­
cialty soybean p~oducers. __ ;·,,. ~ ·. . on~tration trails condU<~ted in the r.: 

Soybean aphids are sma)l (11 

began even later ( -early July or . 
later), _populations did not reach -
damaging levels, i.e . . staying be-

- · ·lo.w 50 aphids per leaf)et. ·But in · 
all cases, aphid popu~~tions natl!; 
rally droppe~ off b.y lqte August. , 

• • • "" '!,. 

Insecticides provided tempo­
rary control of aphids. Their abil­
ity to rapidly repopulate suggests 
that treating too early will not be 

_as effective as waiting later into 
the season (mid tp ·late July) for 
the appliCation. In a field strip 
trial in 2001, a positive economic 
response was achieved with two 
sequential applications to heavy 

· aphid infestations. The 2001 
field tiials seemed to provide the 
·most consistent responses with ­
the insecticides Warrior and 
Lorsban. 

Populations of natural preda-
. tors like lady. beetles also in­
creased ih infested fields. How­
ever, in most cases the aphid_'s 
ability to reproduce exceeded the 
lady beetle's ability to control the · 
aphids. 

There is no research on vari­
ety tolera·nce to aphi~s, however, 
a variety ·strip_ trial in 2001 
showed different~ yield, responses 
between check ·and -treated vari­
eties.· This suggest~ varietal tol-
erance to aphid$. · · 

Data from all.ofthe aphid tri- . 
als was collected· by Brian Lang, · 
ISU Extension Crop Specialist of 
N-ortheast Iowa and John 

,'1 

Rode~ap, Winneshiek County 
farmer and Coordinator of the 
Upper Maquoketa Watershed 
Project. Several agribusiness~s; 
and cooperatives in Winneshiek · 
and Allamakee County cooper­
ated .and networked with the 
project. Without these special 
etforts and pe.rSonal contributions 
(un-reimbursed· crop losses and 

· many donated hours), no Iowa 
information would be available. 

If you would like more yield 
trial' in_formation, please contact 
me at the Fayette County Exten­
sion-Office in Fayette at 563-425-
3331 or e-mail at 

'dburk@ia~tate.edu . . You may 
also shbscribe to a free electronic 
_Crop Notes newsletter written by 
Brian Lang: by e-m ailing him at _ 

' ~' ~ : I ' -o 

: .;-



StreaJtaflank proteetima halts 
erosioJa, .. iJJaproves trflut'ha-itat . . 
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_By Tom Sperfslage -

This summer, Mace and Kristin 
Klingman completed a- unique 
streambank protection project on 
their property. In addition to stabi~ 
lizing over 200 feet qf eroding 
streambank, they installed a series 
of seven -lunkers (artificial habitat · 
structures) to improve the av~ilable 
cover-for trout in Hewet; Creek. · 

_ The habitat that trout r~quire . is 
fragile. They find safety in pools 
more than two fe~t deep and in ar-

. eas that provide a break from the 
current. Overhead: cover provided 
by root wads, logs, boulders, and 
Jong stemmed grasses protects trout 
from predators like herons and mink. The project site before shaping and placement of rip-rap. 
Lunkers provide additional habitat 
for trout when the natural cover is 
lacking. The Klingmans' property 

· is just downstream ' from the state 
owned portion o_f Hewett Creek. 
From 1990 throug41992, nearly 95 
lunkers were installed on -15 sites 
along the state property by the De-

~ partment of Natural Resources and 
the Hawkeye Fly Fishing Associa.:. 
tion. Installation of the lunkers con­
tributed to a significant increase in 
the trout population. In one particu­
lar stretch of stream, trout population 
estiniafes~mcreased from 1 ill 1991-;-· 

· to 302 in 1999. 

The project. site following construction. 

. ··· .. ~:. 

.·· ... 

Streambank erosion was a very 
· visible problem for the Klingmanis Si/trilck-Parker Klingman supervises the· work. Photo by KriStin Klingman. 

DNR Fisheries personnel install one of the lunkers while Kurt Brehme 
holds it in p/o.ce with the tracf hoe. 

streambanks were reshaped to a 2:1 
slope to . spread out the force of the 
flowing water, and were then ar­
mored with the placement of rock rip- · 
nip. ·rnNR Fisheries personnel in­
stalled the Junkers as the heavy con~ 
struction work progressed. In addi-

stock production and the effects on 
. our natural resources. The eoopera-_ 
tion demonstrated by the individuals 
and groups involved · with the 
Klingmans' project provides an ·ex-

· following the· heavy rairistorms that 
flooded the Volga area in the spring 
of 1999. High winds that haE toppled 
buildings during the fall had also 
felled many of the trees that had 
helped to keep the stream channel 
stable. When the creek ~aters rose, 
a bank near a new fence began to 
slough. As the bank er-oded, both ttJe 
fence and some very productive land 

. in an adjacent crop field were threat­
ened. IDNR Fisheries Biologist 
Bryan Hayes viewed the Klingmans . 
site shortly ·after the storms. The 
damage from · the storms was obvi­
ous, b1:1t Hayes also noted there were 
several deep pools and good sites for .. 

. tion ·to the habitat improvement, the 
' inclusion of the lunkers also reduced 

. cellent example ofwhat.is necessary 
to achieve long teim water quality 
improvements in the Ensign Hollow , 
watershed. · · 

habitat improvement. 
The Ensign Hollow Watershed 

Project, through the guidance· of the 
Clayton &· Fayette Soil and. Water 
Cons.erv~tion Districts, provided. _:. 
ful)ding for a portion of the cost of 
the project. While ·the watershed 
project is· primarily focussed on eon-: · 
trolling soil erosion in the ·upland _ 

· -portion of the 6,QOO-acre watershed; · 

the potential {or a direct reduction iii . 
sediment delivered to Hewett Creek 
by stabilizing the eroding stream bank 
was obvious. "' ·· 

· the amount of rock required for the 
· pwject. The Hawkeye Fly Fishing 

Association contributed to the effort 
by purchasing. the oak lumber that 
was u~d to construct the structure~. 

Pal~er ** 
-~ The benefits of the streambank 

protection· project will _be long term. 
The sloughing that had thi~l~ned the 
new fence· and tlie Cropland has been 
eliminated, ·and it is _·estimated that 
sediinent delivery to · Hewett Creek ·. 
will be reduced-by nearly 38 tons per : 
.year. · DNR Fisheries personnel plan 
to document in-stream improvements 
th_at ocqu by sampling and measur­
ing trout numbers and Sizes .. 

25-Years ofService toNE Iowa Farmers 
Bring your hard working 
tractor In for ~ tune-up or 

repairs before spring planting 
· •.. or call for an · 

on the farm visit! 

' . 
Before Ditti"' lftto Spriftf Plafttiftf ... 

Get-Info _A Hard Workint Vehi~le from Triple L 
'98 Ram 2500 4x4 Quae Cab 
'91 Ford Explorer 4x4 
'96 & '95- ·~rahq V~yagers 
'97 Town & 'Country LXi 
'93 Dodge·spiri_t : · 
'91 ~ord Ranger · 
+ 1.5 Used Minivan-s! , · 

Brehme Construction, Wadena, 
comple~ed the prpject during_the.Iast 
week of August. . The · et'odi.ng ··· 

. The unique_ooldwater stream re­
sOurces ·that are found in northeast 
Iowa are liinited in number and wor­
thy-of our protection. There' is a deli­
'cate balance betw~n ·crop and live- 123 E. Main Hawkeye • 563-427-3311 or 800-728-2140 
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Soil Conservation 

· Jeremy Varner 
N ewswriter · 

"Land-users need to understand 
· the economic; environmental; recre­
ational, an9 aesthetic benefits· of for- · 
ests," said Richard Jensen, SWCD 
Woodland Owner of th'e Year: for 
Fore~t District 2. Jenseri has a pas­
sion for forestry ·and the Qutdoors that 
would rival any naturalist. · 

~ivirig on a farm between West: 
Union a'nd Elgin .on Golden Road, . 
Jensen owns 204 acres ofwoodl~md -
and ·two ponds. He _has been involved -
with timber stand improvement, 174 
acres improved already, and employs 

f• - :- #. 

- -'-
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a number of forestry conservation 
techniques. · Richard] ensen standing next to a large ~alnut tree. Jensen, the recipi-

He has removed all livestock entofthe .WoodlandOwnerofthe YearAwardforForestDistrici2, has 
from the woods on his property been active in forestry for many years. ' · 
which has resulted in excellent habi- , grow slowly and ta,ke a large amount "It's a wise·man who plants trees 
tat for turkey and deer. He is not fo·nd of care to survive. Jensen said that . knowing that he won't--sit in their 
of pa~ured forest adding the "edu- th~ much of the problem regenerat~ shade," Jensen said suggestin·g .that 
~a ted forest owner realizes that pas- .. ing oak forest comes from the boom- land~users· should-leave · forests the 
tl.!ring forest is not economically vi... ing 'deer population though even tur- way they we.re discovered and avoid 
able.'' key' and rabbits take a toll. "spending your inheritance." 

Over the past twenty years, Becauseofthedamagethatseed- The SWCD Commissioner.and 
Jensen has been active in plantirig·a · lings have· taken, Jensen has begun ' Fayette County Supervisor; Jensen 
variety of n, ew trees on hi's property. promotes ~orestry educa' tt'on.through to use the fairly new concept of di- 1

' 

..... , ... 
-.. ~ .... 

-~: -t . ,. 

pasture care, erosion · control prac- with the ·Earth" Jensen s·aid, adding 
tices, ·recycling, 'and area wildlife. that if children are not taught to .re­
The children move between differ- spect the Earth- they will not take 
ent stations, each one concerned with care of it. 
a particular category of conservation. · Despite all the budget cuts the 
The· event has ·been running for ten SWCD field day has remained; a tes­
years and hosts ,abqut 500 children · timony to it's value. "The kids love · 
during the three-day event. it," Jensen said, adding tpat the trip 

·"We mu·st instill [in the children] · is not only educational but also fun 
a sp_iritual and e.~ot~onal connection and interesting. 

- . Rot Of{Tbe "Press\ 
Your Independent Builder 

SPRING iNTO SPRING'DISCOUNT 
0RDER.BYMARCH 25, 2002 

TAKE DELIVERY BY J?ND OF APRIL -· SAVE $2,000 
ORDER BY APRIL 15; 2002 

TAKE DELIVERY BY MAY 15- SAVE $1,000 
CALL FOR DETAILS! 

(563) 422-3277 or . 
80~-643-3277 (lA orily). . 

His largest forestry emphasis, how- rect seeding areas where he wants . a plethora of mediums. Th.e high-
ever, has been to naturally regener-" trees to be planted. Instead of plant- light of his year, oespite the myriad 
ate areas that are already woodland.- ihg a seedling; . .the ground is saturated of other activities he is involved with, . 
He hires a individual with forestry with acorns, _walnuts, or other nut _. is the ~WCD field day where he has · 
education or training to eliminate seeds. This puts .so ·many trees on the opportunity to teach the valtfe of 
undesirable or "weed" trees apd pur- the ground ·that dee_r can not damage nature to area youth. 
chases _se~lip.g~ -~hat are pJante9. in . . .them all .- The poorertrees are elimi- Each Y.ear all of the third grade 

· )HO-MESTEAD 

11nRealty 
306 Hwy. 150 S 
West Union, lA 52175 

www._allamericanhomes!com 
Debbie Merrill, 
Independent Builder 

their place. - . _· · · ·nated· as th~y grow allowing the classes in Fayette County spend a day 
Oak regener.·ation is· diffi'cult to at ht's farm learnt· ng about forestry 

strongest trees to survive creating a 
manage, ho.wever, bee. ause the trees management pond management healthy forest. ' ' 

Some Things S~d, 
The teSt Of 1ime ... 

Like FarMutual insurance; 
FarMutual Insurance has.been 
protecting Midwestern farms a'nd 
families since 1909·. 

. I 

We pride ourselves on our strong 
history of working together to 
provide our customers with _ 
quality insurance coverage. 

-Farmers Mutual 
; lns.urance Assn~ 

135 S Main, Fayette · 
' (563) 425-4176 

nothing 
gets the job done better than a Torkelson truck! 

when· there's · work to . be. don~ 
you can count on Torkelson's to have 

j!,Jst ~he ' right yehicle for you! 

... the ·soil th-at's tille-d will last fore~er. 
But, Or:liY lf we conserve ·it, maintain it 

· and don't over use it. · 

Our Agronomy division supports soil 
. - conservation,· making sure 'correct · 

applications of nec~ssaiy nutrients are done 
in a professional manner, t~ insure the vitality 

of Iowa soil for futu~·e ge~erations. · 

W ). c 
Valle-y O·· op . · . . 

' - . .. ... ·.·.-... - . - . ' . . . . 

Agronomy· 563-423-5201· Lumber· 563-423-5296 · Clermont· 563-423-5293 
in • 563-426-5566 .. c~store • 563-423~5595 ' 



Page 27 Soil COnservation ConseriJGtion planning eJJtphtuis is on 
whole flm•• aratmadtiple' resourea . 

• . ment, operation and maintenance of as paSture land, woodland, faro:- · ..• B wetlands J'eaiJ31 important? ByJerry Muff, . 
·District Conservationist NRCS 

A service offered to landusers, 
whiCh in the past received little at­
tention, is the development of con­
servation plans. A conservatiog plan 
takes ~ systematic approach to treat­
ing resource concems or problems. 

. For example in conservation plan­
nmg, conservationist~ will promote· . 
a combination of conservation prac­
tices, (or conservation systems) 
ratherJ han single practice. Conser- · 
vation planning also helps the co- · 

· operator determine priorities re-
source heeds, e.conomics, etc. · 

· Recently, the Natural-Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), has 
been making major efforts to change 
the way conservationist~ provide 
planning assistance . to clientele or . 
land users. For the past' decade most 
efforts in conserVation planning was, 
for conservation cOmpliance, which 
only addressed soil as the primary 
resource. Conservation complianCe 
plans developed for .producers on · 
highly erodible laiJd (HEL) were not . 
required to have the ~rosion r~t~s to 
sustajnable levels. These plans were 

-only for cropland . . Producers were · 
.required to follow their compliance 
plans or an acceptable ·conservation 
system to receive their farm· program 

. payments ad!Jlinistered. through the 

'. ·that particular project. ~ steads and wildlife areas. - - By Alan Crowe, State )'echnician · . 
The new emphasis is to address All conservationists assigned . · . I often hear the questions~ are w~tiands really important? D'o .they 

all major natural resources in con- planning as part_ of their dtiti{(s are . ·really provide a useful ~nctionto us? Are-wetlands really worth saving? 
. servation planning, ·such as soil, - reqt!ired to becqme certified as con-· · . ~ I , suppose· the answer depends. upon your own personal values and-

water, ~ir, plants arid animals. The servation planners . . In doin.g, so, what's important to you. But per~onally, wetl~nds are very important to -
. cons~rvationist follows a prescribed NRCS lias developed an .intensive me·! - · . , . . . . ~_ 
nine step planning process in work- p~ogram designed to train and evalu,. · Why???"Well for one, I love-water. Clean, d~ar, pretty, good tasting 
ing with the decision maker of the ". ate.conservatiqn.planners to ensure 'W~ter: Wetlands _are very efficient in maintaining & improving water 

· land to result iri a conservation plan · sound tecJmica~ assistance is being . quality. Wetland~ provide natur-al pollution control by . removing agri­
. which has the resource~ planned to provided to coopera;or~_ through _cultural chemicais ·~uch as pesticides -and excess fertilizers from ·surface 
sustainable levels. Tf?.e corisery_ation planhll!g .. Required courses such as , waters: .How? Wetlands fil~r and collect sediment from runoff water 
plan contains mariyj tems, primarily. _ Water Quality, -Conservation Plan- · which reduces the amount of pathogens and sediment attached sub­
the plan map, soils.map, list of_ co- . · ning,NutrientandPestManagement stan~es, such as -phosphorus and potassium, whicli would otherwise be 
operator decisions and alternatives, have been provided 9r are in the pro- . carried into downstream surf?ce waters. · ' 

. plus ~dditional supporting informa- \ 'cess of being taken by plailn~rs. Another reason Wt?tlands are important to me is beca.use I enjoy watch-
. tion which will ·help the cooperator · · Natural Resource Conservation Service ing wilolife! Wetlands provide ideal habitat for a wide vafieiy of plants··. · 
_implement tlie conservation plan or · Industrial Parkway #2 and animals. St__udies.have shown that throughout the United States, wet..: 
continue to make decisions regard- West Union, IAS2175-1612 land~ support about 190 species of amphibians,_ 5000 plant species, and 
in g. his or · her land. Conservation ·Telephone (319)422-3868 Ext.3 113 of all ·native bir~ species. Considering how few wetlands actually 
planners· are also addressing all rna:- AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EM- remain, that's a lot. of wildlife. - · 
jo~ land uses on ·the property · such PWYER - · ·_ · Wetl~nds- help our environment in ~ther ways too~ Wetlands redu~e 

soil erosion _along water courses by slowing down the overland-flow of 
water. Also they · help prevent' floods or . atleast: reduce the damage of 
flooding by reducing peak water, flow after storms. 

Are wetlands REALLY important? I sure think so!! 

.:. ' t 

PRECISELY 
. _; 

_· ....... ·r. 

Farm Service Agency, (FSA). Con-· 
servation Plans of Operatio·ns-were · -- · '· 
also developed for specific pro- _ 
grams sueh s o CRP projects, 

Livestc>ck ·Nutritional 
. . -·Services, LLC · · · -

403 South Vine · West Union .563·422·3333 

WHAT :you 
/ . 

EXPECT· which only .addressed the establish-

ft» help-keep fhe CRill 
t»iif "~ fhe ai~ fhk minfe~ Relax. 

Its Rhc('m .•· 

.·ulllflv 
'HardWare stores 

We're tbe Problen:- Sol\,etsl 

·Stop ·in t_oday at F&F, your-local . 
Rheem dealer; and check out the 

· . J~test models of gas furnaces, plus._ 
high efficiency air conditioners. 

Ask about Alliant En~rgy 
ealer · air conditioner rebates! 

. _ _!ltfu:aB__ ' . 
/tom Alllent En•tiY 

·f&-f ·Hardware - ·~ 
.. - , . _. . Plumbing, He.ating, Electrical 
, - ·el in, lA-• 563·426·5144 Fr~e Est'imates 

:ALL-NEW 1200 SER(ES PLANTERS 
Introducing a pertect'pair for planting Simply accurate.: A positive drive trans-

. precision - the seed singulation of the mission with .120 rates offers complete 
... Advanced Seed Meter (ASM) plus the control with any crop- from corn _and 
· . prpven placement of the Early Riser«~ cotton to sugarbeets and sunflowers. . · 

row unit on·the new 1200 Series Planters .: And the simple, low=inaintenance design · 
· from _9ase /H. of the ASM and Early Riser row unit - . _. 

Maximum precision for maximum means lasting reliability and easy upkeep . . 
yields. This.a/1-new vacuum-type design .A perfect fit. Match crops and acreage 
of tlie ASM .delivers consisten't in-row to these 1200 Series models: 6-row 
·seed spacing and improved population - traifing (narrow), B-row mounted rigid 
control ... even at 'higher ground speeds. (wide: or narrow), or 12-row mounted 

· Thanks to large-diameter seed discs· stackerbar (wide or narrow).; 
. and patented singulitor spools, ·you 

get individual seed selection for 
. accurate results row after row. · 

CASE CREDIT 
- Bringing people mi pudua !<lg<lln • 

Uptime, All the time.TM 

. . . -

.:· W~nt your pl~nter ready 'fo-r spring? 
~ Schedule -a~ 57 point p'anter.inspection today! 

Postvine Implement, Co. 
12344 U.S. Hwy 18 • Postville., JA 52162 

563-864-3124' - ' -

© 1998 CASE CORPORATION • 
V1sit Case's Web S1tc at http://www.casecorp.com CASE Ill 
Case IH and Case Credtt are rcgtstered tradcm;uks of Case Corpora! ton ~ 

... . 
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Soil Conservation Page 28 -

What's up with. watersheds? 
By Michael Henderson ter the water quality of the Mississippi. with political lobbying by fann groups 

_You may wonder why we are Again it. might be as~e~ h?w.the wa- lead to the decision by the EPA not to 
seeing so many "watershed". projects . · ter ~ual1ty ~f th~ Mississippi affects initiate strict regulations. The EPA 
over the past few years..Thes.e agn~ul~ure m th1~ ar~a. The answer called for continued support for cur-
projects are part of .current govern- to this IS both eth~cal a~d regtdato!Y. rent incentive-based voluntary pro-
me~t pol icy to curb non-point source · Fro~ the eth~cal .side, protectmg grams . and vowed to lobby for addi-
contamination of surface and ground our environment IS vital to lo~g term tional funding. · Agriculture ducked 
water. Before we go any further we sustainability of the population on this the bullet this time, but do not think 
need to understand what a watershed planet., Examples of severe envifon- that this . .issue is done. If the size of 
is, what non-point source contami- mental decay are evident in other ar- . the Dead Zone has not been .redu~d 
nation is and why we should care. A eas of the world that have been under by the end of 2005, the EPA will re-
watershed is an area of land that all intensive agrieulture for centuries be- ·assess the policy and determine if it 
drain~ into the same water body. fore U.S. soil was turned over from needs to be revised to accomplish the 
Non-point sourq! contamination re- · th~ native condition. A r~port from goal. Most groups feef that if the 
fers to the influx of contaminants the World Resources Institute (1992) policy is revised, it will include regu-
from a broad unconfined area. We stated "over the past. 45 years, about lations on the quantity and timing of -
care because good water quality is · · 11 percent of the Earth's vegetated · nutrient application. . . 
critical for long term sustainability of soils became degraded to the point · Water quality, . soil conservation 
this country. that their original biotic functions are and nutrient and pest management are 

Good water quality is important dam.aged, and reclamation may be all interrelated. Governmental incen-
for the water we drink. It is also im- costly or in some cases impossible." tives for soil ~nservation' ~d water 
portant to fish .and other organis~s We are all part Qf the probl~m and quality have been increasing over the 
li~ing within it. Within the Mississippi solution. Our responsibility to the next past decades but So have the stakes 
River wate.rshed there are thousands · generation is real. Think of the for getting results from how this 
of smaller watersheds. Each of these chang~s on the landscape over the past money is spent. The Mississippi River 
watersheds contributes water to the couple of decades. It will not take long . watershed is too immense of an area 
Mississippi. The better the water qual- . to picture in your mind fields or areas to effectively target limited funds on 
ity of all small watersheds-The bet- that used to be much more produc- a widespread (non-targeted) ap-

tive than they are now. These areas proach. This has lead to smaller wa­
are a sign of things to come if we do tershed projects which have to com­
not take stepg to curb the further loss pete· for . funding. This competition 
of our topsoil. forces the hosting entity (usually the 

From the regulatory side, water Soil and Water District) to become 
quality of the Mississippi River is vi- more efficient (and targeted) in meet­
tal to the continued freedoms that we ing the goals of the funding agency. 
currently have on how we farm our Once enough of these small wa­
lahd. There is an area in the. Gulf of tershed projects are completed the 
Mexico that has little to no plant or water quality of the larger, watersheds 

· animal life. This area is called the should reflect the improvements made 
hypoxic zone or "Dead Zone". ·The within the· sub-watersheds. 
dead zone has created a flurry ot'sci- The question might arise as to 
entific studies and theories on why. it ·· how you can help get a-watershed 

. is happening. The most common project near you. Involvement is ern­
theory lays responsibility with mid- cial for this to happen. As more people 

·western agriculture. The need for ad- and SWCDs become aware of the 
ditionai scientific data in combination success these projects have had· over 

the past few ye~rs, the more competi-

POSTVILLE FORD, INC. 

~~' ~-~ . ., J. ... -: , ~l 
""'-:.... ....... :...., .... ·~ . ..,:.-:-.... _...~~--

HWY. 18 & 52, POSTVILLE 

(563) 864-7231· 

tive new grants become. One of the 
. greatest assets a grant application haS 
is the ability to show local support 
from the community as well as the 

· farmers and landowners of the water­
shed. The Fayette S-WCD. is actively 
looking to '!"rite more of these grant 
applications, and we need to know 
that you are interested~ Each of these 
applications takes a considerable 

amount of time and effort to research 
and write. We encours:tge everyone · 
to get active in the watersheds that we 
have going on right now. Please con­
tact the NR~S office if yo1,1 would like 
to be pu~ on 'the mailing list for one or 
more of the watersheds so you can · 
become part. of the new age of water 
quality. 

Proud to Support the SWCDI 
·• Tires -~~~~~~ 
• Full Tire Work 

• Farm Tire Repair 

• Batteries 

• Full service Station 

• Diesel Fuel 

• Ught Mechanic Work 

• Friendly Serv~ce 

204 South Vine, West Union 
_(563) 422·3531 

r.1DeLavaL 
We Drive Progress in Milk Production · · 

·Oelwein Dairy Supply 
15 - 2nd St. SW 

Oelwein; IA 50662 

319-283-14,01 

tm MAYfAG Crosley • Sharp • Gibson A · 
~® Spe~d Queen • Rheem ,..,111111: HUINKER 

oLSON APPLIANCE 
~tho.rized Dealer - -

··CHEVROLET 
%e (])_eafer Wfiere Customer 

Sa-tisfaction :Matters 
MONONA, IOWA 

(563) 539-2061 or (800) ·237 -2893 
PAUL OLSON, Owner 
563-245-1948 

201 South Main St. Tom Man After Hours: Dick Huinker (563} ~39:.2901 

E.lkader, Iowa 52043 . Tom Matt (563)'426-5070 · · 
Sales & Leasmg Cons~ltant www.huinkers.com 

. ·~ 

r . 
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