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INTRODUCT/DN. 

7(N presenting our publication to the public vve wish to express our appreciation of the hearty 

e) support which the people of Des Moines have given us in a material way, and also by 

words of commendation and encouragement expressed. \Ve are especially indebted to the 

artists and engravers of the city for the many favors shown us, as they have done all in their power 

to assist .us in making our work a success, and we qeliev~ the quality of the work will bear us out ir\ 

the statement that Des Moines is unusually favored in this respect. 

vVhile we are conscious of many defects and imperfections in the volume, we might if we had 

the benefit of our · own criticism on the work, improve it in many respects, but we trust that the 

work as a whole will be sufficiently commendable· so that such - inaccuracies as exis t will be over­

looked, and due credit given us for the effort we have made to present to the public a volume which 

illustrates and describes the leading features of the Capital ·City of Iowa. 

A few words concerning the arrangement of the engravings may not be out of place in this 

connection. Since Des Moines is the Capital of the State and since its progress and advancement is 

due, in some measure to that fact, we thought it ;dvisabl e to give the illustrations of the Capitol 

building the first place in the book. The rest of the views are arranged principally for convenience, 

although we have tried as far as practical to give the public buildings and institutions more prom­

inence than others . 



DEs 

'Where rollin g- prairies spread afa r 

Beneath the ever chang ing ski es, 

\i\There nt;, ,;;ed hills and valleys are 

And monarchs of the forest ri se; 

W here sweeps the rive rs ' mig hty Aood 

By craggy cliffs a nd Aowery dell, 

vVhere Sacs and Foxes once abode, 

A nd early settl ers de ig ned to dwe ll ; 

MoiNES. 

The pride o f Iowa now stands, 

Des Moines, a city grand and fa ir . 

Midst boundless wealth of ferti le lands, 

And coal deposits rich and rare; 

\ Vhere manufactories are fo und 

By whi ch man 's needs a re all supplied, 

vVhere avenues of trade abou nd 

\iVhich stretch afa r on every side. 



vVhere Merchant pr in ces ca n supply \Vh ere col leges and sch ools dispense, 

Th e best t hat a ll t he worl d affo rds Th e lessons needful to the yo uth , 

O f needful th !ng-s to sati s fy \ Vhe reby th ey' re g ive n a s tro ng defense, 

Th e low ly poor or wea lth y lords; D irec ted in th e paths of truth. 

\Vhere massive bui lclin o·s towerino· hi n h 
b ~ b \Nhere those in trouble o r distress 

Uplift t he ir bri ck and g ra ni te \\·a il s , 1\re he lped a long th e ir ch eerl ess way, 

\ Vhe re tape rin g church sp ires pie rce the sky, W here ' ti s th e wish of a ll to bl ess 

A nd towers ri se o 'er palace ha ll s . A nd smooth th e path s of whom they may. 



CAPITOL BUILDING. 



SENATE CHAMBER . 



'vVhere on the sunny eastern hill 

The State House crowns th e wor:drous whole, 

\Vhose arches vast a nd columns thrill 

With love and pride, the admiring soul. 

'Tis here within those mass ive wa!h 

Beneath the g ilded arching dome 

Our Solons wise enact the laws 

'vVhich bless th e commonwealth and hom e. 

A city grand to contemplate, 

A city queenl y, strong _and fair, 

Th e nobles t power of all the Stale, 

\Vith which no other can compare. 

Th en let the silken banners play, 

Let every flag be wide unfurled, 

"Des Moines, the pride of Iowa, 

"The garden spot of all the world!" 

CHARLES F. 'vV!LCOX. 
', 



TURNER'S NEW BLOCK - S . W . CORNER OF SEVENTH AND GRAND. 



AROUND AND ABouT THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FORTY YEAR S AGo. -
~N 
eJ Monument was a g reat forest cove red with timbe r a nd unde rbrush. The la rge trees \\ e re 

1855 th e g round now occupi ed by Iowa's mag nifi ce nt Sta te Capitol and th e Soldi e rs' 

oa k , as h , e lm , walnut, hick ory, cherry a nd linn ; · so me s ix o r seve n of th e s mall e r o nes rema in , 

as relics, 111 th e northwest corner of th e Ca pito l g rounds. Th e und erbrush was very dense, 

co mposed of th e red haw or tho rn ap pl e, ironwood , wi ld goosebe rri es, briars a nd haze lbrush. 

The la nd was owned by Harrison Lyon a nd VI/. A. Scott. 

Th e commission to locate permane nt g rou nds fo r the State Capito l se lected te n acres o n a 

p rom ine nce overl oo kin g th e D es Mo in es and Raccoo n ri ve rs to the west, H a rri so n L yo n a nd \V. JJ... . 

Scott donating th e sa me to the State, Mr. Lyon surrende ring hi s new house a nd h o mestead th at he 

had erected two yea rs be fore near th e corner of the Cap ito l building· that is now occ upi ed by th e 

supre me judges a nd the supre me co urt room. 



THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 



SUPREME COURT CHAMBER. 



In May 1856 the land was platted and the streets and alleys were made to correspond with 

the Capitol grounds. Walnut and Locust streets were named to correspond with streets of the 

same name on the west s ide of the river. Our now Grand Avenue, on the north side of grounds, 

was first named Keokuk; it led up from the old Float bridge on the river , over the hill through the 

timber in the direction of the city of Keokuk. So me of the early settlers claim that it was named 

in honor of "Keokuk," the old Indian chief. Some fifteen years later its name was changed to 

Sycamore to correspond with Sycamore street on the west side of the river. in 1886 the c ity · 

council chang~d the name to "Grand Avenue," and extended the same from the State Faii· Grounds 

on the east tq the western limits of the c ity. In 1857 the underbrush and small trees were grubbed 

')Ut of the Capitol Square under the superintendency of the Hon. Stewart Goodrell. 

In 1858 the State Square, as it was then called, had a substantial pine board fence bui~t 
'> 

around it with stiles over it at each corner and in the center of each side to correspond with the 

streets. It was a beautiful park, with a fine well of water near the center on the north side. Elijah 

Sells, then Secretary of State, provided a large number of good, solid walnut benches, and the 



citizens of Des Moines built a large pavilion near the center of the grounds which answered as a 

speaker's stand. During the summer months church meetings, Sabbath schools and political meet­

ings were held in this beautiful park. In September I 8 59, an extraordinary meeting was held; one 

that will never be forgotte~ by our early settlers. It was held one pleasant moonlight night. There 

were some fifteen hundred Indians in camp out on Four-Mile creek. Elijah Sells, Secretary of 

State, and ]_ohn W. Jones, Treasurer of State, made arrangements with their chiefs and !:>-raves to come 

to the Capitol Square and give a genuine Indian war-dance in full costume. The Indians came, painted 

in a most hideous manner, with feathers in their hair, bells on their moccasins, knives iwtheir belts, 

and trophies which they had won in battle hung around their bodies; their music was the pounding 

of a tom-tom without any variations. The crowd of citizens was immense. Th~ warriors danced 

and danced and jumped stiff-legged with their heads sometimes up and sometimes down. Sells ~nd 

Jones would take up a collection every now and then and give it to the braves, and then they would 

• dance again. Their rules of dancing were not in accordance with Thayer or Morand, but they 

seemed to enjoy it immensely and so did their audience. Jones and Sells were both asked to 





GOVERNOR'S RECEPTION ROOM . . 



participate but they declined the honor. About midnig-ht the weird scene came to an et)d, but ever 

to be remembered. 

The first house built east of Ninth street was a log- cabin by Harrison Lyon in 185 I, on the 

Governor's Square, corner of Walker and Thirteenth streets. · His second house was the one referred 

to in the Capitol grounds. In 1857 he built the Lyon homestead, which still stands on east Grand 

Avenue between Eleventh and Twelfth streets. The little old cottage of Cherry Place was built in 

1858 by Wm. Webster ,wd purchased by haac Brandt in April, 1859. He named it "Cherry Place" 

from the fact that many wild cherry trees were on the lots and near by. One of the orig-inal trees 

still stands on the opposite side of the street in the door-yard of the nice residence recently sold by 

the Hon. ]. A. T. Hull to the Rev. Layton. Mr. Brandt, soon after purchasing Cherry Place, . 

removed all the native trees and planted in their stead many of the choicest vaneties of cherry trees, 

which annually yield an abundance of thi s choice and beautiful fruit. ]n 1888 Mr. Brandt built his 

palatial residence and finished it on the inside largely with cherry, which nnkes it in fact a "Cherry 

Place." 



Th e first act of the Genera l Asse mbly of Iowa, for th e building of a new Cap ito l building, 

one that would co mport with the dignity of th e State, was passed Apr il 6, r868. 

Unde r thi s act the "Census Board " were auth ori zed to procure plans a nd specificati ons. 

Many pl a ns were submitted , a nd from th e best of these Messrs. Cochra ne and Piquenard were com-

missioned to prepare a p lan better suited to the wants of th e State than a ny one submitted. ) 

April 13, I8JO, a law was passed creating the o rig ina l Board o f Capitol Comm iss ione rs, and 

under th e ir supervis ion the cellar was excavated a nd most of the foundation walls were built, a nd 

o n Thursday, November 23, I8J I, the corner sto ne was la id with appropriate ceremonies, partici-

pated in by various State, military, a nd civil organizati ons and societi es, bes ides ma ny distin-

g uished c iti zens from abroad. 

Th e corner stone is seve n feet long, three feet wide a nd three feet thick, and was made from 

a "pr airie boulder" procured in Buchanan county. 

By an act of the Genera l Assembly, dated April 10, r 872, th e Board of Capi to l Co mmiss io ners 

were reorganized with the Governo r ex-officio as president , a nd the following ge ntlemen as members: 

• ~ 
' 



GOVERNOR'S PRIVATE OFFICE, 



AUDITOR'S OFFICE. 

\ 
;,. 

' 



Messrs. John G. Foote, of Burlington; Maturin L. Fisher. of Farmersburgh: Peter A. Dey, and R. S. 

Finkbine, of Iowa City. 

When this board first organized, they appointed A. H. Piquenard, of Springfield, Illinois, sole 

architect, and General Ed. Wright as Secretary of the Board. They also made Mr. R. S. Finkbine 

superintendent of construction, and Mr. John G. Foot•~. superintendent of finance. 

This organization was preserved to the completion of the 'building, except so far as death 

removed its members. In November, 1876, Mr. Piquenard, the architect, died, and the following 

January Messrs. Bell and Hackney, t~vo young men who had been in the employ of Mr. Piquenard 

in this work, were selected to carry out the original design in its true spirit. On the fifth day of 

February, 1879, Mr. Fisher was removed from the board by death, and Mr. Cyrus Foreman, of 

Osage, was appointed in his place 

The first act of this board was to remove the original foundation , which was found to be \ . 
defective, and replace it with more substantial material. This was done at an expense ot 



After tha t time th e work progressed slo wly on account of th e s mall appropriations each year, 

but without material interruption . One of th e g reates t troub les the board a nd architects had to 

contend with was the selection of building s tone that would stand th e action of time in thi s climate. 

A noticeable feature is the clean, business-like manner in which the construction of the 

Capitol was conducted, as th ere was not a dollar of money mi sappropria ted during the course of its 

construction. The board was continued until July, 1886, at which time their term of office expired 

by order of the Twenty-first General Assemb ly. The Twenty-third General Assembly appropriated 

$ r2,500 for grading and improving the grounds, which was co mpleted in the summer of 1894. 

It was the desire of th e board to procure a ll of the stone, as well as other materials when 

practicable, within the borde rs of the State, but, a fte r a vain search through the various quarries, it 

was deemed best to go e_l sewhere to procure the huge block s which make its walls. 

The original desig n for th e main cornice and the domes was to make them of cast and sheeT 

iron, but with the consent of the General Assembly these were changed to stone, covering on ly the 

hemispherical portion with metal, and this is of very heavy copper, which is as durable as time. 



TREASURER' S OFFICE, 



SECRETARY OF STATE"S OFFICE. 



The partitions are all of brick or other fire proof material, and th e fl_oors are made with Iron 

beams and brick arches, with either an e ncaustic tile or wood covering. 

The rooms are all warmed with steam, with both di1'"ect and indirec t radiation, from a battery 

of seven large boi lers located in a building across the street on the north s ide, and the rooms are 

ventilated by exhausting the air ducts built in th e walls. 

The roo~ is made of iron frame work, covered with porous terra cotta and slate laid 1n 

cement mortar. 

The corridor fl oors are all made of encaustic ti le laid in very rich patterns, and the wainscot­

ings of the corridors and all the principal rooms of both the office and second story are made of 

domestic and foreign marbles . The large columns in the House and Senate and those in the upper 

part of the dome are made of scagliola, not because it is a" cheap" imitation of marble, but because 

it is an imitation as good as marbie and better suited to the p laces where used. 

The grand stairway is made of marble on an iron frame work, while the other stairways are 

all of iron . 



The legisla ti ve portion of the building was comple ted and dedicated to its future use on the 

17th day of January. r884, and the Twentieth Genera l Assemb ly he ld its deliberations in the 

spacious halls provided for this purpose. 

A short. time after th is the valuab le coll ect ion of books in the State Library were moved into 

the large rooms provided for them, and Governor Sherman occupied temporary quarters in two of 

the comm ittee rooms on the second floor. 

K iNDS OF STONE A:\D WHERE PROCURELJ. 

The foundation stones are principally from the "Bear Creek " and "vVinte rset" quarr1es 1n 

this State. 

The basement stone is from the Iowa City qua rri es. 

The buff colored stone in the superstructure is from St. Genevieve, Missouri , a nd the "blue 

stone" is from Carroll county, Missouri . 

The granite in the base course was partially procured from " prairie boulders" 111 Buch~man 

co unty, but the dark colored !•ieces are frcm S:1uk Rapids, Minnesota. 



\ 
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CUSTODIAN 'S OFFICE. 



View from First Floor. VIEW OF ROTUNDA. View from Second Floor 



The outside ste ps a nd platforms are the "Forest City" stone, near Cleveland , O hio. The 

ra ils a re th e Sauk l~ apid s granit e. 

Th e pilasters and pi ers in the interi or of basement are from A nam osa, 111 thi s State , and 

Lemont, Illinoi s. 

A ll th e columns, piers, and pilasters in the corridors of first story are from Lemont, Illinois. 

The red g ranite columns in the second story a re from Iron Mountain, Missouri. The dark 

colored granite in base and cap of pedestals, is from Sauk Rapids, Minnesota, while the carved 

capital s, pila8ters and piers are of L emont stone. 

"Old Tennessee" 

Knox ville , 

Hol ste in Ri ve r, 

Glen Falls , 

i<.INDS OF MARBLE AND WHERE PROCURED. 

DOMESTIC. 

from Tennessee Moriah, 

" Virginia, 

Iowa Coral, 

New York 

from Ven'tont 

~ew York 

from Charles City, Iowa 

I 



Mexican Onyx, 

Lisbon, 

Sienna, 

Verona Red, 

Statuary \ t\l hite, 

Veined, 

Ita! ian Dove, 

A lps Green, 

Lang uedoc, 

Rose Vif, 

Rouge Greotte, 

Greotte Renaissance, 

from Mex ico 

Spain 

" Ita ly 

.. 
from Italy 

France 

FOHEIGN. 

Yellow Eschalleon, 

Fermosa, 

Bongord, 

Belg ian Black, 

Bardigli o, 

Brocatelle, 

Levan to, 

Juan F leure, 

K ilkenny Green, 

V ictor ia Red , 

frcm France 

"Germany 

" Belgium 

Italy 

" " 

France 

Ireland 

Cost of marbl e work $ 1 14, 8 I s.oo. 
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INTERIOR VIEW OF STATE LIBRRAY - FROM NORTH GALLERY. 



GENERAL DI MENs:liONS. 

Length North and South, including porticos, 363 ft . 8 in. Height to top of Small Domes, 152 ft. 

East and West, 246ft. I I in . Height of Basement Story , 13 ft. I in 

" North and South fronts, 175 ft " Office Story , 23 ft. 9 in. 

East and West I r8 ft . 8 in .. Second Story, 22ft. 9 in. 

Width East and West through Arcades , 100ft. 10 in . Third Story, 20ft. 9 in . 

Hei ght to top of maiu cornice , 92 ft. 8 in . From Office floor to First Balcony in Dome , l Ot ft. 6 in . 

Balustrade. 99 ft. 8 in . Second 153ft. 2 in . 

Stybolate, I 14 ft . 2 in . Canopy , I 75 ft. 5 in. 

Dome B 't lcoo y . 219 ft. I in. The Rotund a is in Diameter, 66ft. 8 in . 

Lantern, 24 9 ft. The Exterio r diameter of Vome is So ft. 

Ball abo ve Lante rn , 25Q ft. Th e H ouse o f Hepresenta ti ves is 74 xg I ft. 4 in . x 47 ft. 9 in . 

Finale , 275' ft. The Senate C hamber, 58 ft.x 9 1 ft. 4 in . X 4I ft. 9 in . 



LOCATIO:-./ OF ROOMS AND OFFICES. 

Sta ndin g in the ba~em e nt beneath the dome a nd fac in g south, the firs t o ffic e to th e ri g ht is 

th at o f th e State Labor Co mmi ss io ne r, th e second , the State 1\line Inspector , a nd last o n the same 

s ide is fo und the I owa Sta te Board of H ealth ; a nd from the same p lace of observation a nd looking 

south the first door to the le ft ope ns into th e Sta te Pha rmacy Co mmiss io ne r's o ffi ce, the seco nd to 

the apartment of th e Dairy Co mn;i ss io ne r, and the third g ives th e v is itor access to th e Hi stori cal 

Department of th e State , where may be found a g reat nn ny h: stori cal a nd inte rest ing re li cs re pre-

I 

se nting th e g rowth a nd deve lo pm e nt of the State. 

Then lookin lf north from th e sa me p lace will be found, by entering through the first door to 

th e ri ght, the S tate Land Commiss ion, and the seco nd o ffi ce on th e same s id e is that of th e State 

' H o rti cultural Socie ty; on the left ha11d s ide th e first o ffi ce is that of the clerk ~ f the Executive 

' 
Counc il. and the second is th at of the G . A. R. headquarters. a nd th e third is the department of th e 

Geo log ical S urvey. 



STATUE OF ST. CECELIA . 

In Librar_v ,1 

THE F-T. DEARBORN MASSACRE. 

Located in the corridor of the second floor at the 
Capitol , just East of the rotunda . 

THE PERl STATUE . 

Situated in State Library. By Iowa 1s Sculptress , 
Harriet Ketcham. 

THE PIONEER MONUMENT. 

Situated at the West entrance to the grounds, 
at the head of Locust street. 





Second, or Office Story.- Stand in the rotunda facing the grand stairwa). First door to the 

left is the Custodian and Commissioner of Labor; first to the right, e levator; second, Horticultural 

Society; face to the right, looking south, first door to the left is Attorney General's office; second, 

State Treas ury Department; third , Superintendent of Public Instruction ; first to the rig ht is the 

Governor's private office; second , Cle rk 's office; third, A uditor of State. Face to the right, 

looking west, first door to the left is Governor's Private Secretary; second, Governor's reception 

room ; to the ri ght is Secretary of State's suite of rooms. Looking to the north, the firs t and second 

doors to the le ft a re th e Supreme Court rooms; third, is Judges' private consultation room. 

O n the right, seco nd door, is the Clerk o f the Supre me Court ; third ; Railroad Commi ss ioners; 

fourth , Agricultural Society. 

Pass in g· up the grand sta irway, o n th e right is the ha ll of th e House of Representatives, and 

oppos ite it, to the south , is th e Senate ·c hamber, which is 58 feet by g r fee t 4 inches, a nd 41 

feet 9 inch es high . It is li g hted by five large windows on each side; has a gallery in each end 

for spectators, and is lig hted by four la rge chandeliers. The wainscoting is of marble, but the large 

... 



columns are a fine spec im e n of scagli o la work . The fini sh is all ol' ma hog·a ny. Th e walls a re 

e legantly decorated wit h fr escoes, including som e 1·e ry fin e fi g ure 11·ork re prese ntin g Industry, L aw . 

Agri culture, Peace, Hi sto ry , and Co mme rce. 

Back of the Se nate Cha mbe r is the Li e ute nant Governor's suite of roo ms, c lerk s' roo ms a nd 

co mmittee rooms, a ll finish ed a nd furni~hed in keep in g ll'i th t he uses fo r whi ch th ey a re e mJJi oyed. 

ln th e no rth wing is the House o f Rep rese ntat ives . which is 74 feet by g r feet 4 in ches, 

a nd 47 feet 6 inc hes hi g h. lt is larg·er t ha n t he Se nate Ch;uube r. but des ig ned to corres pond 

with it in other respec ts. The fini sh a nd furniture of this roo m are o f black wa lnu t, with marbl e 

wainscot in g . The f:·esco in g is of a brigLter to ne, a nd iii steacl of the a ll egorical paintings wh ich 

decorate th e Se nate ce iling. th e re has bee n in t rod uced he re the portra its o f th e fo ll ow in g JJe rso ns : 

Pres ide nts. VVashingto n and Lin co ln ; Go1·e rn ors . Robert Lucas a nd Jam es \ V. G rim es; Justi ces of 
·, 

the Supre me Court, Caleb Ba ldwin a nd Cha;·l es i\lason: Speak e r.:; of the H ouse o f Re prese rftatives, 

Rush C lark and James P. Carlton ; Genera ls. lVI. l\1. Croc ker a nd S. R . Curti s. 

There are one hundred desks for members of th e H o use . and fifty for members of the Senate. 





FIRE DEPARTMENT- S. W , CORNER SECOND AND GRAND AVENUE . 

., 

• 



Back of th e House of Representatives a re roo ms fo r th e s peaker, clerk s, a nd committees. 

The Library is s ituated in th e wes t wing and is 52 fee t 6 inches by 108 feet 4 inch es. 

a nd 44 feet 9 in ches hig h. It is fini shed in ash and ches tnut, with marble wainscoting a nd 

pilasters, and has a n e nca ustic til e fl oo r. Th c. re are now about 6o,ooo volumes in th e library, but it 

is des igned to meet th e wants of ma ny yea rs, a nd wi ll accommodate 150,000 vo lumes without 

crowd ing. ln the east wing is th e legis la ti ve post-office a nd co mmittee roo ms . 

•. 
ITEMS. 

Th e building covers s8,850 squa re feet o f g round . Th e g irth of the outside wall is I ,300 feet. 

The total le ng th, 363 feet 8 inch es, and th e total width is 246 fee t I 1 inches. The hei ght to top 

of the dome is 275 feet. Th ere are 398 s teps from th e g round up to the dome platform or lookout. . 
Th ere are 787 yards of carpet in th e Se na te Chamber a nd 994 yards in the House of Repre-

se ntati ves. There a re twe nty-nine kinds o f ma rbl e in the building. Th e kinds of wood employed 

in the building are: as h, red oak, white oak, black walnut , butternut, ches tnut , cherry, mahogany, 

poplar, yellow pine , white pine and catalpa. Cos t of th e building to July I , r885 , $2,6 I5,t 7'o. 87. 

Cost of furniture to July 1, r885, $82,789.89. 



STATUARY. 

Beginning with north of Libra ry door : History, Sc ie nce, Law, Fame, Lite rature, Indust ry . . 
Peace. Commerce, Agriculture, Victory . Truth and Prog ress. 

The first door to the left as you enter the Senate Chamber is the entrance to the sta irwa y 

leading to th e d ome. 

All th e rooms on third Aoor are co mmittee roo ms, of which there a re twen ty-nin e in numbe r. 

Th e do me is covered with a: gold !eaf, at a cost of $3,500. 

The pictures on the ceiling of th e Supre me Court room a re of the type o f the Greek 

Mythology. 

No. T. North e nd, the lead ing figure , Justice o n he r throne. T o he r le ft stands Columbia, 

ever ready to sustain her dec isio ns by word o r deed. Th e fi g ure to the ri g·ht o f Jus ti ce re joices that 

the decision is in her favor. The sitting figure o n the right de no tes sorro w as the decision is 

rendered against her, but is content when ~ h e find s by examining the law t ha t the dec i ~ i on ts 

according to law. T o the left is a m oth e r explainin g to her so n the laws. 



No. 2 . Columbia re ig ning on he r throne. A bove th e G lobe, in unity with the Goddess of 

Justi ce, th e patro ns o f the State co me to p:ty th e m th ei r h onnge , bring ing with th e m little childre n, 

whi ch represent th e T errito ri es . I o wa, wh o is a specia l favo rite in Columbia' s household, is see n 

s itting o n the s te p .=; o f th e t hrone with club a nd coat of a rm 3, eve r re:tdy t o d e fe nd h er fri e nd, (th e 

Uni on ) Columbi a, in case o f need. In fro nt o f t he thro ne is chi se led in everl as ting rock the 

me moria l elate 1776, th e fo undat ion . of th e rep ubli c. Th e A meri can E:tgle is prou dly soarin 6 ove r 

a ll , ho lding in hi s ta lo ns t he histo ri ca l e mbl e m a nd in hi s beak a streame r o n whi ch is insc ri bed , 

"]<_' I)lw·i!Jils Cnnm." 

No. 3· Ju sti ce a nd Pe:tce re prese nted as ru ling over t he la nd: bring ing pros perity a nd pl enty, 

culture a nd h a ppin ~ss: whil e o n th e oth er, Rebe lli on is res tra ined a nd smitte n clow n by Ju stice's 

strong arm (Ge nera l Gra nt ) . 

No. 4 re presents Ceres, th e Goddess o f Agri c ulture . 

Th e sm all pi·ctures a re s im p ly agri cultura l sce nes, by Fritz Melze r. ·Berlin , Germ a ny . 



ISAAC L , HILLIS- Mayor of Des Moines . JAMES H . FORD - Chief of Pol ice. 



MR . J. H. F 01m , chi e f o f the poli ce department , was born in Cambridge, Ohi o, in 1849. Hi s 

parents came to Iowa in ' 54, and located at Burling ton. Mr. Ford has res ided in Des Moines 

fo r ten years and had bee n engaged in the mercantile bus iness until a littl e more th an a yea r 

ago when he accepted th e chie tshi p of police at the hands o f mayor Hillis. O f his o ffi cial life 

no thin g need be sai d, as with tha t every Des Moiner is familiar. The same staunch int egrity 

tha t made him successful in pri vate life, was carried into hi s publi c labors and to this, coupled 

with level-h eadedness and the proper instinct , may be acc red ited the freedo m from vice a nd 

lawless ness now enjoyed by the larges t c ity in the state. 

MAYOH HILLI S was born in Madi so n, Indiana, Ja nua ry 23 1853. His fa ther 's name was 

W illiam C. H illis. In 1863 he removed to northeas t Missouri , where Mayor Hillis received his 

educati on, entering La Grange Co ll ege at seventeen years of age and g raduating at the age o f 

t wenty-one as the valed ictorian o f his class . He then spent one year as instructor in th e college, 

one year as pri nc ipal o f a schoo l in Keoku k a nd t wo ye:t rs as principal of the Eas t D es Moi nes 

Hi g h School a fte r whi ch tim e he resigned a nd went to A nn A rbor, Mi chigan, where he received his 

educati on in law. In 1880 he wa> marri ed to M iss Cora Bussey, o f New O rleans, and carne north 

to li ve but had to re turn so uth on account o f the la tter's ill health , where they remaine d fo r . 
t wo years when th ey agai n came north a nd settled in Des Mo ines, where Mayor Hilli s engage d in 

the abstrac t b us iness in th e Pio neer Abs trac t o ffi ce, o f which he is the owner. For the pas t fi ve 

years he has g ive n more tim e to law business and real estate . In politics Mr. Hillis has a lways 

been a sta un ch R epubli can a nd an acti ve worke r, hav ing served as pres ident o f the Garfi eld 

Repub lican Club and " perma nent cha irman o f th e Polk county conve nti on in 1892, and did some 

e ffi cient ca m paig n work in beha lf o f J ackson in th e Jackso n- Boies campa ig n, in whi ch he showed 

unusua l o rato ri ca l powers. J n 1S94 he was e lec ted as mayor of Des Moines and has been a wise, 

hones t a nd fea rl ess mayor, ever vig ilant a nd zealous in th e interes ts of th e peop le . 



LocATIO.'! oF DES MoiNEs. 

-~ES MOINES, the capital of th e State of I owa, and .county seat of Polk county, is situated at 

~ the conAuence of the Raccoon with the Des Moine,; river, and near the geographical center 

of the State. It is distant three hundred a nd fifty-e ight mil es west fro m Chi cag·o , three hundred 

and sixty north from St. Loui_s. two hundred and nimty-se1·e n so uth from St. Paul, ti\'O hundred and 

. ~ . I s 1. ty-s1 x nort 1 and a little eas t from Kan sas City, and o ne hundred and forty-fou r eas t fro m 

O maha, the latter be ing ~he on ly ci ty within two hundred miles approaching- it in s ize. 

The s ituati o n of Des Moines. as to co mmercia l a(l\·;llltages. co mpares favorably with a ny c ity 

in Jowa. Alflhough it has no nve r na vig·at io n lik e c iti es along the eas tern border, yet its locatio n 

is central in th e midst of a large a rea un occupied by any rival city, and in one of the ri c hest 

agricultural di stri c ts in th e cou ntry, and be ing the leading railroad ce nter o[ th e State , thi s is no 

g reat disadvantange to its co mm e rc ial inte rests. 
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EDWARD H . HUNTER - Postmaster of Des Moines in r8g6. THOMAS K. BROOKS- First Postmaster of Des Moines, 1846. 



EARLY HISTORY OF DES MOJNES. 

Like many western cities, the o rig in and foundation o f th e city o f Des Moines was a fort, 

erected by the governme nt in an Indi a n country. Thi s fort was built in 1843 by Capt. James A lle n, 
J 

and was called Fort Des Moines from its s itua ti o n on the Des Moines river. Th e nam e was also 

for some time attached to the straggling fro nti er village, which g radually g rew up around the 

garri so n. Th e expediti o n for th e e rec tion of the fort came up the Des Moines river from Fort 

Sanford and arrived on the 9th of May, 1843, with a s ma ll detachment of United S tates troops on 

board th e s teamer l ONE . This was the first steamer th at ever ascended the Des Moines as far north 

as the present cap ital of Iowa. Effecting a landin g at what is now th e fo ot of Co urt Avenue, the 
, 

troops and military stores were disembarked, and Capt. A ll e n returned with th e s teamer to Fort 

\Sanfo rd to bring th e rest of the so ldiers and supplies. The full garrison, when they arrived, consi sted . 
of one hundred and twenty-fi ve officers and men. The errect ion of the fo rt was at once co mm e11ced, 

which soon reared its log palisades nea r the m c uth o f th e Raccoon, at its confluence with th e Des 

Moines. The barracks were built of rough logs, one story hi g h, with stone chimneys and 



"puncheon" Aoors.' Capt. A llen had his headquarters not far from the old Collins House site, on 

Market street. Under him \\·ere Lieutenants Green, King and Potter. Doctor Griffin was surgeo n 

of the post: Major Beech, Indian agent; and Joseph Stuart , interpreter. 

Fort Des Moi.1es was inc luded within the Sac and Fox Indian reservation until th e I Ith day 

of Octvber, I 842, wh en the title was transferred by treaty to the United States government. There 

was, however, a s tipulation in the treaty that the Indians should hold undisputed possess ion of th e ir 

reservation for three years after the date of the treaty, or until October I I, I845 . The final 

departure of th e Indians and ' the advent of the white se ttlers is g raphi call y portrayed in . the 

Ce ntennial Add ress of l-Ion. C. C. Nourse, delivered at Philadelphia, September 8, I876. He said : 

In obed ien ce to our progressive and a j!gt·essive spirit, th e Government o f the United States made another tre aty 

't with the Sac and Fox Indi a ns on the 1 rth day o f August , 1842, for the remai nin g portion of the ir land in I owa. The 

treaty pt ovid~d th a t tl.e Indian s s hould re ta in•possessio n of all th e lands thus ceded until May I, I 843. and should occupy 

that rortion of the ceded t.rrit or y west of a li ne tunni ng north and south thro ugh Red Rock until October It , 1K45 · , These 

tribes a t thi s time had left thei r principal vill age of Ottumwah ·uo, now called Ot tum wa . As soon as it beca me kn own that 

the treaty ha d been concluded, there was a rush of immigra tion to Iowa. and a grea t number of temporary se ttlements were 

made near the Indi an boun da ry, wai ting for the first of May. As the day approached , hundreds nf families were encamped 
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along the line, and the ir ten ts and wagons gave the scene the a ppearance of a military expedition . The conn try beyond had 

been thorou gh ly ex plo red, but th e United States military authorities had preven ted any settlements, or even the marking out 

of claims by any monuments wha tever To a id the m in marking out their c laims, when the hour should arrive, the settlers 

had placed piles of dry wood on the ri s ing ground at convenient distances, and a short time before 12 o'clock of the night of 

th e 3oth o f April, th ese were lighted, and when the midnight hour arrived it was announced by the discharge of firearms 

The night was dar!<, but this army o f occ upation pressed forwa rd, to rch in band, with axe and hatche t blazing lines with all 

manner of corners and angles When daylight came and revealed the confusicm of these wonderful surveys, numerous 

disputes arose, se ttled generally by compromise, but sometim es by violence. Between midnight of the 30th of April and 

sundown of the first o f May, over one th o usand fami lies had settled in this new purchase While this scene was transpiring 

the re trea ting Indi a n was enacting one more impressive and melancholy. The winter of 1842-43 was one of unusual 

severity, and the Indian prophet, who had disapproved of the treaty , attributed the severity of the winter to the anger of 

the Grea t Spirit because they had sold their country. Many religious rites were performed to atone for the crime. When 

the time for leaving Ottumwah no arr ived, a solemn silence pervaded the camp, an<;! the faces of their stoutest men were 

bathed in tea r s; and when their cavalcade was put in motion toward the setting sun, there was a spontaneous outburst o f 

fra ntic grief from the eqtire procession. The Indians remained the appointed time beyond the line running north and south 

through Red Rock . The government established a trading post and military encampment at the Raccoon Fork of the Des 

. Moines river, then and for many years known as Fort D es Moines. Here the r ed man lingered until the 1 ttb of October, 

1845, when :he same scene that was before described was r e-enacted , and the wave of immigration swept over the remainder 

of the "New Purchase" 



MOUNDS OF ANTI QU IT Y. 

Th ere were not wa nt in g ev ide nces o f a n earli er race than th e Indians hav ing once occupied 

th e o ri g ina l s ite of Fort Des Moines. Th e Mound Builders of th e Mississ ippi Valley. who o nce 

co nstituted a populous and powerful nation, had left traces of th e ir ex istence in the fift ee n mounds 

discovered in th e vicin ity of t he Fort. O ne of t hese a nc ient reli cs stood near the corner of Fourth 

and 'vValnut stree ts, where Moor.e's o ld Opera House (late r known as vVonderland ) now s ta nds. 

O n th e summit o f thi s mound 'vV. 'vV. Moore e rec ted his first res iden ce. A noth er mound s tood on 

th e s ite of the Court House, and others were scattered about in d iffere nt localities. From t he 

bon es ex humed on excavat in g them, th ey are presum ed to have been th e "white ned sep~d ch e rs" 

o f a pre-hi storic race. They were at leas t se mi-c ivili zed. as many of th e ir inventions a nd 

appliances for th e uses o f society pla inl y testify. 
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HARDSHIPS AND DANGERS IN EAF: LY D .~YS. 

Th ere was frequently distinguishable among th e early pioneers a boldness of character that 

bordered upon true heroi sm. Especially was this the case among the fe male portion of th e yo ung 

community. In addition to the privations and hardships incident to pioneer life, the untutored 

savages a nd wild wolves hovered near the rude cabins, and when occasion offered made life an addi­

tional burden to the hardy inmates. A mon g the earliest se ttlers were Peter Newcomer and John 

Saylor, the first settling about four ' miles eas t of the Fort, in 1844; the latter north of it, opening a 

garri son farm in April , 1845. To illustrate th e ir early privations, it is on record that although Mrs . 

Newcomer had a good cow th h gave ri ch milk, she was minus a c hurn in which to make- butte r. 

Th e ingenuity of her husband , however, was eq ua l to the emergency. H e found a hollow log, cut 

off a ~ection of it , and putting in a board bottom, fashioned a dasher out of a hickory pole. Mr. 

Saylor is said to have fashioned a bread tray out of a hollow log for his wife, thus utili zing nature's 

rude hollow-ware as occasions re quired . The families were oft en reduced to close rations, when 

the ir <; canty supplies of prov is ions gave out, and bare ly subsisted upon tht: little game obtainable, 



roas ted crab ap pl es a nd aco rns, a nd the ir drink \\·as s lo ug h \\·ate r. A t one time Mr. Saylo r le ft hi s 

wife a lone in th e cab in for s ix weeks while he \\·e nt to Van Buren county o n business . During· hi s 

absence the wolves g rew ve ry bo ld and chased the house-dog across the door-s tep a nd g la red in a t 

the windows with the ir hungry, fi e ry eyes, while .; he sat a t he r sew ing . The Indian s were a lso a 

source of g reat a nnoyance. A t o ne time about thirty of th e ha lf-drunke n savages came to th e 

cabin and demanded Mr. Saylor's meat. A lth oug h the odds were thirty to one, th e ha rd y pi o neer 

was undismayed, and pi cking up a sapling tha t lay nea r he felled s ix of th e Indian s, one afte r 

anoth er, and at the same time ye lling" Th e soldie rs are co ming." In thi s ma nne r he scared the m 

a ll away and succeeded in sav ing the prec ious suppli es h e had just before purchased. 

The Sac Indi a ns ofte n camped abo:.tt th e Fort, wh e n not e ngaged in hunting . They were 

]~arml ess and inoffe nsive, having no care for p rov idin g so mething· to eat . a nd th e ir warlik e spirit 

had bee n crushed out wit h th e death o f th e ir g rea t warriors. T he ir so le occ upat ion see ms to have 

been card play in g a nd targe t shooting . Th ey became adepts in t hese acco mJli sht;nents. Th e ir 

enemies , th e S ioux, \r ere to be feared, and at o ne t im e threa te ned to attack the Fort, wh ich caused 
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a good deal of excitement- something a lmost unknown to the soidiers' dull, monotonous life in camp. 

The soldiers were removed from the Fort in 1846. 

The town of Fort Des Moines was laid out June 4, 1846, by A. D . Jones, surveyor; assisted by 

Dr. Fagan. The town officers were Rev. T. Bird, President; Hoyt Sherman, l-Ion. P. M. Casady, L. 

P. Sherman, C. D . . Reinking, R. vV. Sypher and JesseS. Dix, members of the council. 

The sale of lots began July 15th, of the same year. Lot 5, block 31, corner Fourth and Court 

avenue, sold for $35; lot 1, in the same block, cost its owner the large sum of $18. This was at that 

time considered about the average for lots in what was then the suburbs. 

The first white child born within the village limits was a son to J. M. Thrift, the village tailor. 

The first death was ,that of an infant child of Lieutenant Greer. 

A class or Methodist society ~as organized at Fort Des Moines in the fa! of 1845. 

Benjamin F. Hoxie established the first grocery store, after the sutler left, on the East Side, 

and R. W. Sypher sold general merchandise in a log building on the Phelps' Place. W. W. Clapp 

kept a grocery on the West Side. 



Th e fi rst regul ar ma il rou te was Oj~ ened to Fort D es Mo ines in April, 1846. Jos ia h Smart was 

appointed postmaster, but wou ld no t sc n ·e. Dr. Brooks was appo in ted in hi s p lace. Th e ma il was a 

weekl y, a rr iv ing o n vVednesday. Th e throu gh route was to Keokuk via Toole 's Point, Os kal oosa, 

Eddyvi lle, Ottumwa a nd Age ncy City. In I 84i Rev. \1\T illi a m Pos t, of Pe ll a, ca rri ed th e ma il on 

horseback- about a hat-full in all. Hon. P.M. Casady was th e n postm as ter a nd it is sa id ca rri ed th e 

mail around in his hat , and upo n meetin g a ny one for whom he had mail woul d lift th e postoffice 

from hi s head and de live r it. 

Th e first fram e building was erec ted on th e zsth of July. 1846. by David So le nbe rger- d im e n­

sions, 18xzo, a nd one story. Th e firs t brick building in town was e rected by]. A. Campbe ll in 1848. 

The physicians were Doctors Fagan and Kirkbridge on t he \!\Test S ide and Doctor Brooks on the 

Eas t S ide. In r846. the year when th e county ·eat was located by th e county comm iss ione rs a t Fort 

Des Moines, the vill age conta ined th irty-one houses, or log cabins. twenty-three families, and one 

hundred and twe nty-seve n soul s a ll told . Most of th e settl e rs who came in th at year occ upied th e 

garri son houses th e milita ry had rece nt ly vacated. lt was a fruitful seaso n. Crops we re g~od and 

imm ig rat ion rece ived a new im petus. 
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The lawyers conspiCUOUS in the fall campaign were A . D . Jones, S. D. vVinchester, vV. D . 

Frasee, Hon. P.M. Casady, Col. Thomas Baker and Major McKay, all of Fort Des Moines. There 

was on the West S ide a little apothecary shop. Mr. Vanatta made chairs and had a turning lathe; 

Wm. F. Ayers did tailoring, and J. A. Campbell had a grocery and place of amusement for the young 

folks to hold singing schools and dances. During this year Addison Michael put up a frame store. 

The United States land office was est~blished at Des Moines in March, 1853. On th e 7th of 

June, Isaac Cooper was appointed chief clerk, and Bon. L. Tidrick, register. 

On the 22d of September, 18 5 r, the citizens of Fort Des Moines voted to have it incorporated 

as a town. Hon. P. M. Casady, Rev. Thompson Bird and L. P. Sherman were the committee to 

draft articles of incorporation, which were adopted by the people October 18, 1851. By act of the 

legislature the town was incorporated in 1853 . 

The name was changed to Des Moines, the word "Fort" being dropped, in the adoption of 

a city charter in 1857. The first city officers were the following : Col. W. H. McHenry, mayor; W. 

A. Hunt, J. F . Kemp, F. R. West, L. White, Isaac Cooper, vV. C. Burton, R. L. Tidrick, M. Lawrence, 

J. W. Stanton, G. W. Connor, H . H. Griffith , J. A. Williamson, W. A . Scott and J. Hyde, a ldermen . ., 



F l RST H OUSES. 

There is some dispute, or rather good natured disagreement, among o ld settlers as to who 

bu ilt the first house in Des Moii1es. The hi stories reco rd David So lenberger as having bu ilt th e first 

frame res ide nce. The first building for res ide nce purpose~; was co nst ructed of lugs by G. \V. and 

\ \1. G. Ewing, two enterpri s ing Jndian traders who landed in a keel boat at th e Fort on th e 3d of 

:\l ay, 1843 . 

lt is c laimed by James Holcomb that Lewis Whitt'Jn built th e first fram e house in Fort Des 

Moines, in th e rear of the barracks on 'Coo n river. This \Yas in 1846. 

\\1 .. 'v\1. Jones, who came here from Jeffe rson county , In.diana, o n April 27. 1 S47. cla imed that 

he built the fi 'i-st frame house on a lot h e bought at the corner of Third and Vine street,; . 

There was a log building stood for many years as an old rei ic on the east side of Fourth s treet. 

between Market and Elm, which was built by Thomas i\'Ici\Iullen in 1~4 7· It was c'aimed that this 

\\·as th e first he wed log house built at the Fort. 
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Cnv GovERNMENT. 

?I HE, organization of the town of Fort Des Moines occurred shortly after the election of a 

Board of Co mmiss ioners for Polk county, April 6, 184b. O n April 14, 1846, the board 

ordered that a town site be se lected for the cou nty seat . Thi s was done, and th e town continued to 

prosper under th e fostering care of a Board of Co mmissioners until October 20, 185 1, when the 

first town council was elected. The council held the ir first meeting at the old court house Saturday 

evening , October 25, 185 1. The town continued under its own charter until the Legislature, in 1853, 

g ranted it an act of incorporati on. The Sixth Ge nera l Asse mbly, which convened December, 1856, 

incorporated th e t~o tow ns of "Demoi ne" (o n th e east side of the Des Moines river) and Fo.rt 

: Des Moines as a c ity, which was ca ll ed therea fte r Des Moines, the prefix "Fort" being dropped. 

The extent of the city boundaries was fou r miles east and west and two miles north a nd 
t 

south, embracin g· a n a rea of eight square miles. 



Th e census take n in A pril , I857, gave t o Des Moines a popul atio n of less th a n 3,000. Th e 

census of I 890 gave to th e city a po pulati on of ) 2,000, whi ch has s ince increased t o about 6s,ooo. 

F or a number o f years the city gove rnme nt was ca rri ed on in th e now dil a pidated s tructure 

a t the north eas t corner o f Court avenu e a nd Third s treet. J n I 882, unde r Mayo r P. V. Carey ',; 

admini strat ion, a fine c ity hall was constructed at a n outl ay o f $2),000 o n th e no rth west corn er of 

Second a nd L ocust s treets, a nd in the fo ll o wing year, I883, a ci ty building, including ja il a nd e ng ine 

h ouse, was constructed on th e eas t s ide o f th e: river, o n \Valnut , betwee n F ourth a nd Fift h stree ts . 

<tt a cos t of $ I 7,000 , a nd in I892 a new buildin g was erec ted on th e south west corne r o f \ Ves t Seco nd 

a nd Gra nd avenue for the head q uarters o f th e fire de pa rtm e i)t a nd po li ce, a t a cost of $ 20 ,0 0 0. · 

Th e re a re now, in all , eleven s tations located a t various points in the city . with a pa id fo rce o f s ixty 

vetera n fire fi g hte rs, the various s tations be ing full y equipped with hose ree ls, h oo ks a nd ladd e rs, 

a real trucks a nd chemica l wagons. The p o li ce force. cons isting of thirty me n and a n ab le detecti ve 

' force. under th e control of care ful ma nagers. IS e nabl ed to reduce to a minimum th e am ount o f 

crime committed in the city. 

., 
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On March 13, 188q, an ordinance was passed pyrsuant to the acts of the Twenty-second Gen­

eral Assembly, creating a Board of Publi c vVorks, consisting of two members , to be appointed by 

the Mayor, by and with the approval of the city council, for the term of three years . The duties 

of this board are to carry on all city improvements, such as used to be delegated to committees of 

the council. 

The contracted limits of the old city (eight square miles) had long-ago been outstripped, and 

numerous suburban towns, with separate civil governments, sprang into existence. They were a 

part of Des Moines, and yet did not contribute their quota of taxes in support of the parent city. 

A number of enterprising citizens, backed by the powerful influence of the Commercial Exchange, 

worked systematicall-y to annex these outlying suburbs before the census of 1890 was taken, and 

success crowned their efforts. The represe ntations made by the Representatives and Senators from 

Polk county to the Twenty-third General Assembly res ulted in the passage of what is known as th e 

annexation act, and by this act forty-six square miles of territory have been added to the ci~y of 

Des Moines, making it fifty-four square mil es in extent. 



According to fi g ures taken from the last reports of the City Engineer and Board of Public 

'vVorks, there are about fifty miles of pavement in Des Moines, at present there being only about 

seve n miles of cedar block pavement, the rest of the paving being made of paving brick. About six 

miles of thi s was laid during the year 1895 · 

There are about eighty-seven miles of curbing, ten miles of which was con..;tructed during 

the year I8gj, and s ixty mil es of sewer, three miles of which was put in the same year, th e amount of 

money expended for public improvements amounting to about $27 j,O::J:::J. 

It is estimated that the property owned by the city at the 1·resent date is $2j4,09j, exclusive 

of the bridges , of which th ere are ten , four crossing the Raccooi1 river at various points and six the 

De> Moines riv•e r, all of the m being located at the places m ost convenient for th e trave ling publi c. 

The city is favored by a most efficient s treet ra ilway service which has forty mil es of track 

a nd sixty cars. Th e power house in East D es Moines has ten large boilers, three e ng ines , ten 
' 

dynamos, and a machine shop equipped with all th e mode rn machinery . 

... 
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The water supply is received from the Raccoon river in the western portion of the c ity. The 

capacity is 13,000,000 gallons daily. The water is forced to the stand-pipe on Seve nteenth and 

Crocker streets, which is one of the largest ones in the country, being 10:::> feet high a nd thirty feet 

in diameter, having a capacity of over half a million gallons . . It is di stributed to the ,·a rious parts 

of the city through mains measuring about eighty miles in length. 

The city is lighted by gas and electricity: there are two electric li g ht plants, the Ft. vVayn e 

Electric Lig ht Company and the Edison Light Company, and one, the Capital City Gas Company, 

that supplies both gas and electric light. 

The public institutions and organizations will be noticed in another part of this work where 

they may be dwelt on at greater length. 



CouNTY GovERN:\tENT. 

?I HE l1istory of Polk county is ~o closely allied with that of Des Moines that in a work of this 

kind it is of importance that some of the more prominent events should be mentioned in this 

connection. Polk county is situated in the central portion of the State, havin,5 a soil as rich and 

diversified as any in the State, and yielding abundantly to the skill and industry of the agriculturist. 

The rivers and streams flowin g through the county collect their waters from southern Minnesota and 

from a large area in central Iowa, forming a water system of great extent. The principle river is th e 

Des Moines which flows through the county in a southeasterly -_ direction, receiving its tributaries. 

Beaver creek, N::>rth river and Raccoon rive r, from th e west, the latter emptying into th e Des Moine<; 

within the city li mits . The tributaries on the eas t are Four Mile Creek, the Chicauqua (Skunk) rive r 

and Indian creek, besides several small e r streams. The marg ins of th ese s treams a re \\'ell timbered. 

There are numerous quarries of limes tone and sandstone, while coal is found in inexhaustibl e q uantity. 

The territorial Legislature, in sess ion a t Iowa City, passed an act, January 17, 1 R36, orga nizin g 



TURNER'S NEW BLOCK - S , W . CORNER OF SEVENTH AND GRAND. 



.. 

. .. 
CHASE & WEST'S FURNITURE STORE-FOSTER, LIEBBE & SMITH, ARCHITECTS. 



.. 

Polk county, and appoi nted ;J. commi ss ion which located the county seat at Fo rt Des Moi nes, May 

The first e lecti on in Polk county occurred April 6, 1846, when a board of three commissioners 

was e lected. The eagle s ide of a half dollar constituted the temporary official sea l. 

In October of the same year the board bought a lot on which to build 3. court house, for 

which they paid twenty-five dollars. The court house originally was designed to be a fram e 

structure, but was afterwards changed to a brick with stone foundations , the entire s tructure to be two 

stories high. The building cost $2 .000. The ja il was e rected in 1849 at a cost of $750. 

The present court house, including jail in the basement, was begun in 1858, and not co mpleted 

for several years. It was first used for court purposes in October, 1866. The cos t uf the building 

when completed was over $ roo,ooo. The old structure in 1887- 8 was made more convenient by th e 

CJ-d dition of an entire new wing. 'vVhile this answers for a temporary expedient, it is but a question 

of a short time when th e entire building will have to be substituted by one more modern ,and 

commodious . 



Since the organization of the county it has enjoyed three distinct sys tems of co unty govern­

ment. · In 1846 the pow·er to govern was vested in a board of commissioners. The county judges 

next took the he lm and continued to govern until 186o. On the 7th day of January, 1861 , the 

supervisor system went into operation, and has continued ever si nce in charge of the county 

g-overnment. 

At the first e lection held in the county there were three vo ting places. The whole 

number of inhabitants at the time was between two and three hundred. 

NOTES. 

Jn July, 1847, Boone county was set off from Polk for political , judicial and revenue purposes. 

It was called Boone precinct. 

Decet~1ber 5, 185 1, Hardin county '~as attached to Polk for political purposes. 

At the :\lovember e lect ion , 1895 , the whole number of votes cast in the cou nty was about 

I 5,000. 
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D ES MO I NES' F IRST POST- O FFI CE BUILDI NG. 

O n June 26, 1849, Hoy t Sherman was appointed pos tmas ter of Fort Des Mo ines . The o ffi ce 

was then kept in the law offi ce of P. M. Cassady, on Second street. In th e spring o f 1850 F ort Des 

Moines rece ived quite a n additio n to he r populatio n fro m India na and Ohi o. L. P. Sherm an, 

brother of the pos tmas te r, es tabli shed the F ort D es .Moines Gazette. The governm ent increased 

the mail se rvice from a weekly mail to a tri-weekly . 

Thi s inspired the young pos tma; ter to have a n offi ce of his ow n. H e resolved to build a 

post-office, a nd with him to reso lve meant to act accordingly . During the year 1850 he erected a 

building on Second stree t between Vine and Market stree ts on one of the lots now occupied by 

S. Green and So n's factory, a building 16x 16, one story,a ll of native lumber. This was Des Moines ' 

first post-offi ce building. The building now occup ied by the pos t-offi ce is a handsome four story 

ed ifice on the corner of F ifth s treet and Court avenue, fac ing south a nd wes t . There are fo rty rooms 

i'~ th e build ing, there be ing acco mmodati ons for a ll the d iffe rent departm ents necessary for conducting 

th e business of the Federa l government. Th ere a re about 2 15 people employed in the buildii1g in 

in the va ri ous departments. 



Th e rooms a re la rge, co mm odious, and co nveni ently a rra nged . Th e building is sup pli ed 

wilh two e levators, it is heated by s team whi ch is sup pli ed by a batte ry o f three large bo il ers. The 

building is li ghted by gas in mos t o f th e rooms, but electri c in ca ndescent lig hts are used in th e 

corridors. Th e pos t- office is kept o pen day and ni g ht th e year round except o n Sundays and· legal 

holidays, when it is kept open fo r a pa rt o f the day o nl y. Be low we g ive a li st o f th e postmas ters 

o f D es Moines and the dates on whi ch th ey rece ived th e ir appo intments. This li s t was secured 

from th e government records by Han. I saac Brandt: 

JosiAH SMART, December r :. 1845· 

The po3t office was in Agency House, ab out wher e the Tuttl e stone packing h o use now sta nds . Smart serverl 

seventy -eight days. 

THOMAS K . BROOKS, Ma rch 2 , 1846 . 

\Vas the first authori zed postm aster. He remo ved the post-o ffice to hi s o wn house , which s tood so uth of the now 

old l{!'dhead ba rn, a nd on the south side o f what is now Court avenue, a nd in I. N. Thom as' addition . 

PHINEAS M. C ASSAD Y, December 31, 1846. 

H e m oved the pos t-office into one of th e milita ry log h ouses on 'Coon Point ; a fterwards re moved the post -office to 

hi s own law office, near wh ~r e· is n ow Gree n & :io u' s foundry, so uth of Vin e on Second s tree t, west side of stree t. 

R. L TIDERICK, Octo ber 10, 1848. 

Post-o ffi ce remained in Cassady 's law offiLe. 
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H.)YT SHERMAN , Jun e 26, 1849· 

H e built a frame on th e grou nd wher e Green's foundry now is , on Second s tree t so uth o f Vi:.t e, a nd moved the post­

office into it. 

'vVESLEY REDHEAD, Febru a ry 10, 1853· 

Remained at the o ld stand fo r a while, afte r wards rem :Jv ing post-office into the She rm a n block, now o n Court 

aven ue, about 1857· Mr. R ed head se r ved the longest te rm of a ny postm aste r yet appointed , endin g May 

r6 , r86r. 

J OHN TEESDA LE, May 16, r861. 

Post -office re mained in the Sherman block. 

GEO. C TI CHENOR, April 16, r867. 

R e mained in Sherman blof: k for a while, a nd then rem oved to a frame building on Third stree t, rear o f th e 

Sherm an block, and in r87o the ma in pa rt o f the present public bu ilding was finish ed, a nd the pos t-office was 

removed to it , and th ere remains to thi s date. 

J S . CLARKSON, July 27,1 87 1 . 

JOHN BECKWITH, Ma rch 3, 1879· 

W. H . MERRITT, August , I2, 1886. 

In 1885 an addition was ordered to be b uilt to the b uildin g and the work was immedia tely comm enced. This was 

completed in the year r88g. 

I s AA C BRANDT, Jun e 2, 18go . 

EDWARD H. H UNTER, Jul y 26, 1894. 

The pos t office was ca lled 'Coon River Post-oflice till Jun e I, 1846, when the name wa s c ha nged to F ort Des ~1o ines. 



DES MOINES PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

The foundation of the Des Moines Public Library was laid ·in 1867, when a library association 

was formed through the efforts of interested citizens. A paper setting forth the plans and purposes 

of the p~oposed library movement was prepared by Colonel Gordon A. Stewart, a prominent lawyer 

of the city, and this was circulated for the purpose of obtaining the signatures of those who were 

willing to extend aid to the new enterprise. The first signature was that of Colonel C. H. Gatch, now 

president of the library's board of trustees. The whole number of signatures secured was one 

hundred and thirty-four, and the association was formally organized, the articles of incorporation 

being signed and acknowledged on the r6th day of January, r867. Rooms were rented in the brick 

building on the southeast corner. of Court avenue and Fourth street, nov,; occupied by the Daily 

R egister. A number of books were donated and others purchased, and these were stored in the room s 

that had been secured. In August, 1867, these rooms were fitted up for use and Mr. C. A. ,Dudley 

was appointed librarian , and th e library was opened to the public in September with about 2,300 

books on its sheives. 
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The assoc iati on had a struggling ex is tence , with precarious support, for ma ny years a nd in 

1882 at the reg ular annual meeting, th e s tockholders passed a resolution that the association should 

turn O\fer to th e city all its books a nd other property in trust upon the condition that th e city 

mainta in a free library. In A ug ust an ordinance was fram ed by th e city council accepting th e trust , 

a nd providing for the establishment. maintenan ce and manage ment of a city library. The ordinance 

provided that th e library should be under th e supervision of a board of five trustees, three of these 

to be th e me mbe rs of the standing co mmittee of th e co uncil known as th e library committee, th e 

oth e r two to be chosen from th e membe rs of th e library assoc iati on. In October, 1882, after an 

ex iste nc e of fiftee n years, th e assoc iati o n he ld a fin a l meeting, co nfirming th e proposition prev iously 

made to tran sfe r the libra ry to the care o f th e c ity . In this wise the present city library was. 

·established. 

In 1890 Judge Mitchell, who had held th e office of trustee from the time that th e libra r)r was 

placed und er th e care of th e city, died. Not long after, Mr. Redh ead, the other trustee, a lso died , 

a nd these places were filled by the appointment of Colone l C. H. Gatch a nd Mr. C. A. Duxliley. 

. .. 



Soon afte r the a ppointme nt of th e new members the board e ffected a sys tematic orga ni zation, 

Co lone l Gatch bein g chosen pres ident; Mr. D ud ley, treasurer ; a nd M r. Frank D. Hussey, of the 

s ta nding co mmittee of the coun cil , secreta ry. 

Th e libra ry had been removed in 1876 from th e place in whi ch it was opened to roo ms in th e 

building known as" A rt Block," on Fourth s tree t , near Court avenue. In 1890 it was tra nsferred 

from this locat io n to roo ms o n the first floo r of th e Young Men's Chri st ia n Assoc iatio n building, 

which had been compl eted. It occupied these rooms until October, 1895, when it was re moved to 

E ig hth and Locust streets, whe re it is now pleasantly locat ed. 

Mrs. 'vV. T. Dart had been libra ri a n of the assoc iatio n for some time before th e trans fe r of th e 

libra ry to th e city, a nd co ntinued to hold the pos iti o n under th e new reg im e until November, 1887, 

when she resigned. She was s ucceeded by Miss S te ll a Bebout (aft e rward Mrs. A. B. Morse), who 

h e ld the position until Jul y, 189 1, wh e n s he res ig ned th e work. The p lace left vacant was fill ed by 

the appo intm ent of Miss E ll z: McLo ney, who still h olds the pos iti o t~. 

Fo r many years th e library was limited fin anc ia ll y. In 1892 th e c ity co~1n c il l ev i ed~ tax of 
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o ne mill for library purposes. In 1893 this was reduced to three-fourth ~ ; of a mill , but in 1894 was 

restored to the full mill ; thi s, under th e present valLntion , afford s an annual income of about $ 15,000. 

In the year 1890 the library added 379 books, circulated 53,65I , and was visited by 54,976 

peopl e. In 1895 3,286 books were added, 102,773 were circulated, and th e re were I 10.433 readers. 

The libra ry is in exce ll ent condition. It has an active and interes ted board of trustees, now 

nine in number. 

The administration o f the library is wide awake and progress ive, and is in step with th e 

modern libra ry movement. A tax for a new building has been pro vided for and the fri ends of the 

library rejoice in the prospect o f seeing it by and by in a fitting and commodious home of its own, 

in which it sha ll have opportunity for th e full es t a nd mos t complete development. 



DES MO I NES SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES. 

I t was in t he win te r of 1830 tha t the first p ublic schoo l was opened in what is now k nown as th e 

State of Iowa. O n the firs t day of Ja nuary, nine years late r , a n act providi ng fo r t he establishment 

o f a pub li c schoo l system was approved by the governor, but it was not unt il the winte r of 1846- 7 

that a schoo l was opened in what is now the c ity of Des Mo ines. It was not, however, until the 

wi nter o f 1849 that t he city co uld boas t o f a regula rly organized school. Thi s schoo l was he ld in 

the Meth odist church fo r a time, and la te r in the winter moved into th e unco mple ted court house. 

Owing to th e fact th at this building was with o ut pe rmanent doors or windows th e schoo l was dis­

continued before th e end of th e winter term . In 1855 a school house site was purchased on the 

corner of N inth and L ocust streets and a g raded schoo l was es tablished in 1856. Th e firs t school 

in Eas t Des Moines was taug ht by P rof. S tone in a building near th e corner o f N inth and Des 

Moines streets- the building is still standing two doors wes t of Calvary T abernacle on F ourth 

street. In 1853 Rev. ]. A. Nash , who a ft erwards became the first county superintendent of Po lk 

county , opened a selec t school, whi ch was co ntinued later under the name of Forest H ome 
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BRYANT SCHOOL. 



J\cade my. As a n outgrowth o f thi s academy we have to-clay a prospe rous co ll ege und er th e na me 

of the D es Moines Coll ege, whi ch is so well kn ow n throug hout the S tate . Earl y in the 'So's 

Drake Uni ve rs ity. named for Govern or Drake, its g reatest be ne facto r, was found ed. Eve n la te r 

th a n thi s o n th e hill s to the north, a nd overlooking the city of Des Mo ines, has been built Highland 

Park Normal Co llege. a nd the beautiful cottages and dormitori es co nnected therewith; a nd within 

the las t yea r th e Danish Coll ege has been erec ted and we a lso have had establi shed in th e city a n 

academy of a rt , two co nservato ries of music. a nd severa l hi gh g rade business co lleges, all of which 

reflect g reat credit on the c ity in which th ey are located. 

It is ow in g· to these beautiful publi c school b uil di ngs - models of a rchitec tura l beauty a nd 

skill - a nd the above na med co ll eges. that Des. Mo ines has appropri ate ly bee n te rmed "The Ath e ns 

of t he West. ' " 

Th e publi c sc hoo ls of Des Moi nes to-day have a seat in g capac ity of 12,)00, with a total 

enrollme nt of r r,S);. H e r corps of se lected teachers, chosen because of t he ir espec ial fitn~ss to 

perform th eir duties , a re daily engrafti ng into the minds of 8,633 pupi ls in the pub li c schools a sp irit 



of patri otism and true citi ze nsh ip that will leave its im press o n fut ure gene rat ious. T he peop le of 

Des Moines are cheer fully expe nd ing $300,000 a nnually in support of t hese publi c ins tituti ons. Over 

3,000 are annua lly enrolled in th e co ll eges, pri vate schoo ls a nd semina ri es of th e city, swell ing th e 

a ttendance at a ll classes of <>c hools to an a rmy of nearly 1),000. 

Th at th e c itizens o f our city have a jus t pride in fos tering th ese institut ions will not be 

q ues ti oned a ft er th e res ume of th e above s ta ti sti ca l in fo rmation. Neith er can anyo ne ques ti o n 

the future o f a c ity of this character. Th at it will always be a city o f homes and schools is th e 

des ire of th e g reat maj ority within her corporate limits. That people educated on thi s basis cannot 

be untrue to the nati on's welfa re, but tha t they can a lways be counted among th e first to subscribe 

to the spirit o f true c itizenship in the future, can readil y be d isce rned from reading th e history of 

any na ti on tha t has e nd ured in th e past. 
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A RT. 

Th e a r t of drawing is the m os t p erfec t uni ve rsal la ng uage o r artifi c ia l mea ns of ex pressiO n 

t he worl d has eve r kno wn. T he p ictori al a rt has bee n in use from th e earli est hi sto ry o f c iv ili zatio n 

a nd its power in creases with inte llec tua l developme nt . In its vari ed fo rms it has ta ke n s uch a n 

im portant pl ace in the world to-day that we cannot estimate its value. Ye t we h ave by no means 

reached the limits of its usefulness, a nd until it is g ive n a place of equa l importa nce with th e 

la ng uages in schoo ls, colleges and un ivers iti es its true value will never be known . \Vith a ll thi s 

there is no bra nch o f useful ed ucati on so much neglected . O ur leaders in educati on a re much 

absorbed in ce rta in bra nches of s tudy that a re nothing more or less tha n means o f express io n, o r 

beautiful t houghts ex pressed. If in the pas t d raw ing had received as much study as writte n la ng uage, 

to-d ay we wo ul d have qui te as ri ch a s to re o f expressed th oug ht in d raw ing as we have in writing. 

But draw in g has been le ft to g row up a lo ne as bes t it coul d. Mos t literary ~'eop l e beli eve ( throug h 

the influe nce o f sto ry books) that arti sts a re bo rn with a know ledge o f the a rt with out s tudy . 

H owever t hi s may have been in the past, so me ci t izens of D es Moin es recogni ze the fac t t a t th e 



pictorial art is fast taking a place by the side of literature, and that Iowa is sending from one to two 

hundred students yearly to eastern art schools. To meet the increasing demand for serious art 

study, the Des Moines Academy of Art has been established, that all those who wish to fit them-

selves either for teachers of drawing and painting, or for painters or illustrators may have the 

benefit of instruction by competent artists and receive an education in art as it is taught in the best 

..art schools in the world. On the page following is a cut representing so me of the rooms of the Des 

""Moines Academy of Art. Any who are interested in the subject of a rt in any way will be amply 

rewarded if they call at the Academy or communicate with the Director, Cha rles A. Cummings. 

MUSIC. 

While Des Moines has advanced so steadily and substantially in the financial and commercial 

world, and in fact in everything that goes to make a prosperous city, she has not been behind in 

the most divine of all arts- music. Did the limits of this arti c le permit, many reminiscences of 

concerts and entertainments in the 'so's and '6o's cou ld be related which show that th e best class 

of music had its earnest advocates a nd supporters in the th en small front i( r town. Prominent 
• 
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among the leading spiri ts in th e earl y musica l circles we re Mess rs. C. 'vV. K eyes, J. M. M oody, 'vV. S. 

Pritchard, L. H. Bush, C. C. N ourse, Th os . H a tton, Joe She rma n, T ac Hu ssey, C. H . Sweeney. None 

of th e above na med gave the ir entire time to music in a ny of its bra nches, bu t as is o ft e n th e case a 

solid foundati on was la id by the mus icall y inte res ted busin ess me n fo r substa nt ia l mus ical p rogress. 

A bout thi s time Mr. V. C. Taylor located here a nd fo r t we nty yea rs he was the mos t pro mine nt 

fi g ure in th e musical c ircles in thi s city, a nd in deed o ne of th e most prominen t in th e wes t. H e 

was as we ll kn own as a co m poser as a teacher, a nd hi s work in hi s ch osen profess io n cann ot be too 

hi g hl y pra ised. Bet wee n 1870 a nd 1884 Prof. 'vVo ll ett , voca l ; Pro f. Proc tor, p ia no, a nd M isses 

N ic ho ls a nd Treat were th e pro minent teache rs. T he re has been a la rge number of fin e in d ivid ua l 

vo ice a nd inst rume nta l teac hers who were a nd a re do ing excell ent wo rk fo r the cause of mus ic, but 

no regul a r conservatory o r mus ic school was establis hed until about 1889 o r 18go wh e n D r. M. L. 

Bart lett o rgani zed t he Des Mo ines Mus ical Co ll ege. an instituti on whi ch has stead il y g rown un t il 

now it is o ne of the best kn own sch ools in th e wes t . Begin ning 11·it h on ly two teache rs, in clu d ing 

him self, D r. Ba rt lett p ut so mu ch e ne rgy a nd meri t into hi s work that he has now a full y eq ui pped 



-college, incorporated, with a faculty of fifteen teachers, covering all departments of mus ic. In 

September, 1895. Prof. John Si ncla ir, organist of St. Paul's church, organized the Des Moines Conserv­

atory of Music, which is now in successful operation, having its sha re of patronage and looking 

forward to a bright future. 

The various institutions of learning have connected with each of them musi cal deparments of 

high g rade. Prof. Strong, piano, and Mrs. A. A. Belknap, voice, are at the head of the Drake 

University Music School; Mrs. C. H. Bonbrig ht, piano, and Mrs. Murdo MacRae, vo ice, at th e 

Baptist College, and l-'rof. James Tracey at Hig hland Park. The ·music st ude nt in any line will find 

ample opportunities for s tudy in this city . 

In the line of vocal music Des Moines has had several societies that have been worthy of 

mention in the leading music journals of the country. In 1883-4 th e Des Moines Philharmonic 

Society was organized under the direction of David Blakely, of M inneapolis. He co ntinued as 

conductor until 1886 when he was succeeded by M. L. Bartlett, who co ntinued in that position until 

the society disbanded . F or one or two years it was known as the Des Mo ines Vocal Society, but 
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was vi rtually t he same organi zat ion. D urin g th ese years th e manage ment of the society was in th e 

ha nds oE Thos. H atton, S. A . Stevenso n, 'vV. E. Barrett, Dr. \Voo cls Hutchin so n, C. M. and C. L. 

K ee le r, and J. B. W eaver, Jr. T here has bee n rece ntl y organ ized th e Apoll o club, a mal e chorus 

oE forty vo ices, whi ch, if the p lans of the o ri g inators a re carri ed ou t , will take a n important part in 

t he musical a ffa irs o E th e city . Its offi cers are Messrs. C. E . 1-Iunn , Pres ident ; E. J. R isser, V ice­

Pres ide nt ; L. E . Seager, Secreta ry; M. F . King ma n, Treas urer ; M. L. Bartlett, Co nductor, with 

a n Execut ive Co mmittee of C. M. Kee le r, J. B. \Vea\·e r, Jr., and 'vVm. F. R eichard . Th e club is 

incorporated and st:uts with its limited me mbership oE forty closed . 

There have been a number oE private clubs whi ch have had a most successful career ; amo ng 

which a re the E nterpe club and th e Mozart club. During the seaso n 1894-95 th e Des Moin es 

M usica l College · String Q uartet gave s o1~e except io nall y good co ncerts. Th e Des Moines Lady 

Q uartet and the Des Moines Male Q uarte t have clone a great deal toward extending the city's 

musical reputation throug hout the State, tl. e ir concert engagement5 hav ing been throughout a ll p ;;trts 

of Iowa. Our churches are well suppli ed with pipe organs and th e church choir music is above the 

h 



average. O ur more prominent o rgani sts a t IJresent are J\Ir. C. L. I-.:: ee le r, Prof. St rong. M rs. F. 0. 

Dav is . Mrs. W. f\. H otchki ss, Mrs. Celeste B. Give ns, Miss Lulu )Jash , Mr. J ohn S in cla ir and oth ers. 

In the wav of orchestral a nd ba nd music Des Moi nes ha:' had a nd now occup ies a hi gh place. 

Severa l years ago Prof. L. S. Gerberi ch o rgani zed th e Gerberi ch Grand Symphony O rchestra. 

1 n th e ea rl y '8o's Mr. 'vV. B. Tompkins organ ized a fin e band whi ch was a credit to th e city and 

S tate; it was succeeded by th e now famou s Iowa S tate Ba nd , whi ch was organi zed by Prof. Frederi ck 

Phinney in 1886 or 1887, but did not ta ke on th e national cha rac te r it now possesses until 1892. 'vVhen 

th e de ma nd for thi s ba nd became so g-reat as to ta ke it out of th e State so mu ch of t he t im e the Des 

Moines Union Band was o rgani zed unde r th e management of 1\'I r. C. \V. Bartl e tt. 

T a ke n a ltogether D es Mo in es' musical hi story is o ne o f whi ch a ny c ity mi g ht be proud. Th e 

lead ing mus ic ia ns have work ed togeth er ha rm oni ous ly for th e ge nera l advancement o f that art 

without which a g rea t dea l of pleas ure and good in thi s world woul d. be lost. 

Amo ng those who have become famous in music who lived in D es Mo ines a re Miss Je nn ie 
' 

Di ckerson ; John McCauley, no w in L o ndo n ; H arry Pepper, :\f ew \ 'ork , a nd othe rs. 
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D ES MOJ N E S MUS ICAL COLL E GE. 

A mong th e growing mus ic schoo ls of th e country we find marching in th e front ra nk the Des 

Mo ines Mus ical Co ll ege, an institutio n of whi ch th e citi zens of Iowa can ri ghtfull y fee l proud. Dr. 

M. L. Bartl ett fo und ed th e Des Moines Musical College in 1887 a nd is now its pres ident and director. 

D r. Bartl ett has a nati onal reputatio n as a conductor and vocal teacher. Dr. Bartl ett has endeared 

him self to the mus ic loving people of Des Mo ines by his never ending zea l in behalf o f the ad vance­

m ent o f mus ic in our c ity and State. Mr. H enri Ruifrok , who is at the head o f the piano depart­

ment of the Co ll ege, is a full graduate of th e noted Leips ic Conservatory o f Music and uses the same 

meth ods in his work here, and whi ch a re already showing excellent results. 

M r. Carl Riedelsberger represe nts ·th e h ighest deve lop ment of the g reat German school of 

v iolin playing, be ing a g raduate of the noted S tern Conservatory of Mus ic of Berlin, and pu p il o f 

the g reat vio lini st, E mil Sauret. The work of th e ensembl e classes, under Mr. l~e id e l sberge r , have 

a lready attracted no little attenti on and these c lasses, whi ch a re free to pup ils of th e College, 

c<l:nnot be fo und in any other school in this co untry. 

The g uita r, ba njo and mandolin school is under th e direction of Mr. F. J. Newell and Charles 

L evin . Mrs. Bartl ett and Miss L uella H ayward a re ass istant teachers in piano and voice. 



TH E DES MO I NES CONSE RVATORY OF MUS IC. 

Thi s instituti on was o rga ni zed by Mr. John S inclair, in th e summ er o f 1895, a nd occ upi es 

e legant and co mmodious quarters a t 41 6 a nd 4 18 W es t vValnut street. A ll bra nches of mu sic are 

taught, a nd th e different de partm e nts a re pres ided over by th e mos t e ffi c ient a nd best: musician s 

tha t can be found . The objec t o f th e instituti on js to supply a long fe lt demand for a conse rvato rv 

of music in whi ch ins tru cti on co uld be g iven in a ll th e diffe re nt lines o f mus ical a rt at a pri ce 

within th e reach of all. As in centi ves to s tudy th e faculty prese nt pri zes to th e students wh o 

make th e most advancement during th e t erm and, for e nterta inm ent a nd a musement and prac ti ca l 

help to the student, rec ita ls are g ive n a t regul a r interva ls- thi s k eep:; up a kee n interes t in th e 

work a nd from th e success whi ch has atte nded t hem so fa r, it is t o be hoped tha t in th e future th e 

manager will be amply re warded for the e nergy put fo rt h in es ta bli shing a n ins tituti o n for the 

promotion of tha t a rt whi ch is th e source of so much p leasure a nd ha ppin ess in th e world. 
' 
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HIGHLAND PARK NORMAL COLLEGE. 



HIGHLAND PARK NORMAL COLLEGE. 

This institution was founded in 1889 and opened to the public in September, 1890. President 

0. H. Longwell has had charge of the institution from its foundin g . His firs t and g reatest aim has 

been to make this one of the most substantial and thoroug h-going instituti ons of learuing in th e 

country. He has always been able to kee p a remarkably strong fac ulty, and the institution is 

probably one of the bes t equipped schools in the country. During th e first year o f the school , 

1890-91 , 82 I different students were enroll ed; the second year 1,262 were enrolled, th e third year 

I ,3 14. The school then became embarrassed throug h th e fa ilure of-some of the men connected with 

the enterpri se, but it has always been co nceded it was not through any fault of the school itse lf as 

th e school was a lways on more than a paying basis. The property has passed throug h th e courts and 

is now owned and managed by a s tron~ syndicate and is a so lid fin anci al instituti o n. The standard 

of work, however, was never lowered and the school is to-day stronger in every way than it h<ls eve r 

bee n before . The locati on is admirable . The buildings a re equal to those of any other school in 

th e country, and there are few State inst itutions that are better equ ipped for any grade of colleg work. 



HIGHLAND PARK NORMAL COLLEGE. 

This institution was founded in 1889 and opened to the public in September, r8go. President 

0. H. Longwell has had charge of the institution from its founding. His first and greatest aim has 

been to make thi s one of the most substantial and thorough-going institutions of learuing in the 

country. He has always been able to keep a remarkably strong faculty, and the institution is 

probably one of the best equipped schools in the country. During the first year of the school, 

r 8go-gr, 82 r different students were enrolled ; the second year 1,262 were enrolled, the third year 

r ,3 f4. The school then became embarrassed through th e failure of some of the men connected with 

th e enterpri se, but it has a lways been conceded it was not through any fault of the school itself as 

the school was a! ways on more than a paying basis. The property has passed through the courts and 

is now owned and ma naged by a stron~ syndicate and is a so lid financial institution . The standard 

of work, however, was never lowered and the school is to-day stronger in every way than it has ever 

been before. The location is admirable. The buildings are equal to those of any other school in 

the country, and there are few State inst itutions that are better equipped for any grade of colleg work. 



Medical and Law Building. 
DRAKE UNIVERSITY. 

Science Hall . 
Main Buildinr. 

Chapel. 



DRAKE UNIVERSITY S OCIETY HALLS. 
Athenean . Alethean. Berean. 

Philomathian . 



and renown in his line of instruction. Each college has its ow n special courses and grants a special 

certificate or diploma. Certificates only ::are granted unl ess the professional work is based upon 

sati s factory ge neral co ll egiate attainments. The granting of a dipl oma constitutes the holder an 

alumnus of the institution. 

A ll s tudents of the several colleges may enJOY the privileges of museums, libraries, reading 

room s, lectures, etc., of the University, and · may take classes in gene.ral or professional work in any 

of its schools upo n equitabl e term s. The esprit de C() I')J8 of the University is maintained throug h 

the Pres ident , th e soc ial commingling of th e students, a nd the interchange of class work among th e 

. various departments. The purpose of the school as a whole is to create active agents in the indus­

trial and intell ec tual systems of the age. Drake Universi ty will enroll more than a thousand students 

in its several departments this year, while th e number of g raduates will exceed one hundred and 

twenty-five. 



GOVE R NO R FRANC IS M. DRA K E. 

Governor F ra ncis M. Drake was bo rn in Rush ville, Illino is, D ece mbe r 30, 1830, be in g- the 

seco nd son of J ohn A da ms Drake, by his wife, H a rri e t Ja ne O'Neal, natives of North Carolina . 

The fa mily located in Iowa in 1837, a nd th e Governor has s ince res ided in that Sta te, hi s 

l1 o me now being in Cente rvill e. H e rece ived a g-ood bus iness edu cati on, a nd has led a n act ive 

a nd success ful bus in ~ss life. He crossed the plains twice to Sacra mento with a n ox-t rain a nd drove 

o f cattl e durin g- t he gold excite ment in California ; on the first tri p, 111 comma nd o f twenty me n, at 

the cross ing of She ll Creek, Nebraska, he was in a severe e ng-agement with about three hundred 

Pawnee Indi a ns, wh om he de feated, i-nfli cting on the m a heavy loss. H e was a passe nger on the 

s teamer "Yankee Blade," wrecked Septe n:be r 30. 1854, o n th e Pacific Ocean, th e vesse l be in g tota ll y 

lost , a nd he narrowly escaped , hav ing been p icked up on th e coas t fi ve days a fte rwa rds. 

A t the outbreak of the C ivil vVar in r86 r, he e nli sted , a nd was co mmi ss ioned captain of a 

co mpa ny whi ch was o rgani zed into Colo ne l E dwards' Indepe ndent Iowa R egiment , o f whi ch he was 

e lect ed maj or, and with thi s co mma nd served throug h the criti cal times o f r86 r in M issouri , dri ving 

the .forces under Genera l Patto n from th e no rth ern part o f the s ta te . H e was th en ass is- ned by 

Genera l Pre nti ss to the comma nd of St . Jose ph , Missouri , ho lding the pos iti on at th e tim e o f 

M ulligan' s surre nder to Pri ce a t L ex ing ton, a nd re puls ing the attack on St . J oseph soo n a ft erwards . 

., 



D R AK E UNIV E RSIT Y G YMNASIUM . 



DRAKE UNIVERSITY CHEM ICAL LABORATORY . 

DRAKE UNIVERSITY TELESCOPE . 



A t the organizati o n of the 36th Iowa Infa ntry in r862, he was made li eute na nt-colonel, and 

in the milita ry history o f th e three years' hard a nd e ffi cient service o f th at regiment, p lacing it 

among th e dis ting ui shed Iowa regiments, his na me sta nds conspi cuous. 

H e took a pro minent part in th e cam pa ig n of S teele from Little Rock to reinforce Ba nks a t 

L oui sia na in r864, and rendered importa nt se rvice. His gallant de fense at E lkins' Ford on the 

Little M issouri Ri ve r, whil e in comm and of a detachme nt o f fi ve hundred men, against Marmaduke's 

d ivision, three thousa nd stro ng, res ulting in ho lding th e ford a fter a severe engageme nt of severa l 

ho urs, was hi ghly co mm ended by his superior offi cers, and he was soon a fterwards placed 111 

co mmand o f his bri gade. O n the zsth o f April , a t the bl oody ba ttl e of Mark 's Mills, while Ill 

comm and of less tha n fifteen hundred me n, fi g hting the combined cavalry fo rces of Kirby Smith, 

commanded by Genera l F agan, he was severely wounded in the left thi gh , and fe ll into the ha nds 

o f th e ene my. The wound was pronounced morta l, the thigh bone be ing slig htly frac tured by a 

. Belg ian ba ll weighing one and a ha lf ounces, the bo ne severing th e ba ll , and the pieces be ing 

extrac ted from different parts of the body, except one drachm o f lead be ing buried in th e bo ne 

where it s truck and still remains. O wing to the severity o f the wound he was not he ld a prisoner, 

and a ft er a co nfineme nt o f nearly six month s, his wounds be in g suffi ciently healed, he , in October 

fo llow ing , by the-·aid of crutches, rejoined his comm aQ_d at Little Rock. He was soo n afte r recom-
.,; .t 



mended for promoti o n by the fi eld a nd ge nera l o ffi ce rs "on acco un t of ge nera l ga ll a nt ry and hard 

and e ffi cient se rvice," a nd was b reveted Brigad ier-ge nera l of Uni ted Sta tes Volun teers, and ass ig ned 

fo r duty com mens urate with hi s rank. He reli eved Genera l T hayer at St. Charl es, and late r 

commanded a bri g·ade in th e d ivision of Genera l Shaler, and t he post of D uval' s Blu ff, A rka nsas, 

until his muster out of se rvice in September, 1865. 

A fte r the war Ge nera l D rake engaged very successfull y in t he pract ice of law abo ut s ix 

years. For the las t twenty-five years he has bee n in the ra ilroad a nd banking busi ness; has p rojected 

and built fi ve ra il roads . H e is Pres ident of t he Board of Trustees of D rake Uni ve rs ity, D es Mo ines, 

Iowa, whi ch bears hi s name as one of its fo unde rs a nd its most li bera l benefactor. He has a lso 

contributed large ly to o th er ed ucati onal institu t ions, and to the mi ss ionary societi es and church 

extension fund of the Christi an broth erhood, with whi ch he sta nds p rominent ly co nnected. 

Governor D rake was married December 24 , 1855, to Mary Jane Lord, deceased Ju ne 22 , 

1883. T wo so ns- F ra nk E ll sworth and John A dams--and four daughters, Mill ie D. Shonts, Jenni e 

D. Sawyers, Eva D . Goss and Mary Lord D rake are li vin g. 

H e was e lected Governor o n the 5th day of November, I89s. hav ing rece ived the largest vote 

ever cast for any cand idate for th at offi ce in the State. Hi s daughte r, Mary Lord. has charge of the 

socia l d uties o f his adm ini strati on. 





DANISH LUTH E RAf'< CO L L E GE . 

... 



THE DA]';JSl-i L UT H ERAN UN IVERS ITY. 

Thi s is th e only Danish Lutheran Uni ve rs ity in the United States a nd consequently much is 

to be expected of it in the future, as th ere a re a g reat many young people of this nationality who 

wish to complete their education afte r their arrival in this country. and by having access to a school 

where th ey can be taught the arts and sc ie nces in the mother tongue it is much easier for them to 

proceed with their s tudies. 

The college was commenced in 1894-95 and th e east wtng of th e building erected in the 

s ummer of r8g,;; it will be opened for th e admission of students in the spring of 1896. The si te is 

well chosen, being northeast of Des Moines, overlooking th e c ity and su rrounding country. Much 

.of the cred it for securing the college is clue tJ Mr. E. Lauretson and Mr. David. H. Kooker, who 

did a ll in their power to ra ise funds a nd secure th e necessary land o n which to build. 



. ~ 

IOWA BUSINESS COLLEGE. 

The Iowa Business College of Des Moines is one of her oldest and best known institutions. 

It was organized and first opened its doors for public patronage in November 1865, with C. B. 

Worthington and Capt. J. W. Muffly as its president and secretary. The school was first located 

in the Sherman block, northeast corner of Third street and Court avenue. 

In 1870 new rooms were arranged for its accommodation in the Rollins block, corner of 

Walnut and Fourth streets, where it remained until 1886. 

In 1874 the school was purchased by Messrs. Geo. Ward and A. C. Jennings, who were 

associated as principals for one year, when Prof. Jennings took f.ull charge and has since acted as 

president of the institution. 

In 1886 Prof. C. S. Chapman became associated in the manage ment o,f the school and 

occupied the position of secretary until 188g, \\h e n he retired to occupy a s imil a r position in the 

Curtis College, of Minneapolis . 



• 

A. C. jennings, President. IOWA BUSINESS COLLEGE. E . L . Moore , S ecretary. 

• View of Shorthand Room, College Office. 



Theory H a ll. IOWA BUSINESS COLLEGE. The Commercial E xchange . 
Telegraphy . Typewriting Room . 

• 
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In 1887 the co ll ege was agatn re moved to la rge r apartm e nts in the Flynn block, corner of 

Seve nth and L ocus t streets, where it rema ined until th e yea r 1890, whe n the Iowa School of S hort­

ha nd and th e I owa Schoo l of Telegraphy were o rgani zed i1: co nnect ion. 

TheY. M. C. A. building, on the corne r of Fourth street a nd Gra nd ave nue, was th e next 

h ome of the I. B. C. 

Prof. E. L. Moore became the sec reta ry of the reo r§;ani zed schoo l in 1894, when a new 

business block was erected for th e c,o ll ege a nd a rra nged espec ia lly for its accommodation on the 

corner of Fo urth a nd Locust stree ts. Four views of t he e leve n co mm od ious roo ms are shown 

in thi s volume. 

The· institution is now in th e most prosperous condition s in ce its organi zation and is one of 

the best, if not the bes t, equip ped sch oo ls in the State of Iowa a nd thi s means as good as the .best . 



DES MO IN ES COLLEGE. 

Des Moines Co ll ege is the o ldest ed ucati o na l instituti on in D es Mo ines. It was incorpo ra ted 

in 1865, but it g rew out of a schoo l which had been cond ucted by th e Rev. J. A. Nash, D. D., fo r 

some years prior to that date. It has severa l peculi ar features. One is that it has never attempted 

to gain a large patronage by promising more than it can perfo rm or by a low s ta ndard of work. It 

has always sought to do its work thoroughly, even at th e expense ot a la rge attendance. A nothe r 

characteris tic is its close affiliation with th e U ni ve rs ity of Chi cago. Thi s re lat io nsh ip is of such 

a nature that work pe r fo rmed at the co ll ege is cred ited at the Uni ve rs ity. Th e co ll ege has three 

departments- the Academy, th e Co ll ege, a nd M us ic. The first is a firs t-class pre paratory school: 

the second covers the groun d of the bes t co ll ege cur ri culums, and th e third g ives th orough training 

in vocal music, harmo ny and the piano-forte. 



DES MOINES COLLEGE . 

• 



Main Office. CAPITAL CITY COM!\- ERCIAL COLLEGE. Commercial Exchange . 
School of Shorthand. Main RoorT' . Typewriting C'epartment. 



• THE CA PITA L CITY COMMERCI A L COLLEGE. 

The road to success may be as plain as "the road to mill ," but notwith standing thi s, many 

who seek it do not find it. Th e re are many things that lead to a successful career, among which ma)· 

be reckoned , in addi ti on to th e ge neral qualifi catio ns, honesty, industry, cont inuity, etc., the e lement 

of preparation . It is a trui sm that ships shou ld be prepared fo r a sea voyage before sailing, and 

soldi ers be trainee! for · battle before fi g htin g. \Vhy not train yo ung men and wom.en for success 

before th ey go o ut to buffet with the waves o f practical life; why not drill and di sc ipline them for 

the battle before th ey beg in to fi g ht it, and not se nd the m weaponless into lh e co nflict to be broken 

and di sco uraged by certai n defeat. 

The Capital City Comm ercia l Co ll ege and the Capital Ci ty School of Shorthand, Y. M. C. A. 

building, Des Moines, Iowa (v iews of which may be see n on the oppos ite page ), are among th e 

leading training schoo ls o f this cou ntry for th e preparation o f yo ung men and women for business 

life. Hundreds of s tudents go out from the m each year be tter equi l)ped for life's work, better able 

to do something use ful and profitable, be tter prepared to a t once earn an honest live lihood, thah are 

graduates of many c lass ical institutions. Catal ogues will be sent anywhere upon reques t. A ddress 

Mehan & McCauley, D es Moines, Iowa. 



... 

YO U NG MEN 'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIA TION. 

The Young Men's Christian Assoc iatio n is one of the g reat phil anthropic and bus iness 

institutions o f our city. It was organi zed in 1872. holding onl y rel ig ious meetings at the start, 

a fter ward it branched o ut into oth er lines, movin g from tim e to time as its quarters became too 

small. In 1888 the " Building Idea" was taken up in earnes t, a nd within o·ne year Sso,ooo was 

subscribed. May 15, 1889, the firs t dirt was moved a nd May 19, 189 1, the building was ope ned for 

work . The tota l cost of building and lo t was $75,000; th e property is now va lued at $ 10 0 ,000 . 

The Capita l City Comm ercia l Co ll ege rents th e entire fo urth and fifth fl oors, having one of the 

mos t des irable locations in th e \tVest. Class rooms, th e aud itorium , reading rooms, parl ors a nd 
...... 

amusement room fill the third a nd seco nd fl oors. whil e t he gymnas ium ,md ba th rooms occupy the 

remainder of the build ing. Th e gy mnas ium , j6x74, is th e larges t a nd bes t equipped in th e S tate. 

The genera l work o f th e Assoc ia t io n is th e all around development of young men. It 

carries on the mos t ex te ns ive lec ture co urse in th e c ity: its eve ning c lasses g ive ampl e fac ility to 



• YOUNG ME N 'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION BUILDING- N . W . Corner of ·Four th and Grand Avenue . 
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Reception Room. YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION ROOMS Parlor. 

Reading Room and Parlor. Gymnasium , 



young men who have not had earlier opportunity to improve their minds; the gymnasium is full in 

the winter months, while those who desire can find classes in Bible study and other religious 

privileges. All classes of men seek its privi leges, and it is safe to say no organization is more 

popu lar in our land to-day than the Young Men's Christian Association. 

ST. AMBROSE CHURCH. 

Th e new St. A mbrose church was completed and dedicated 1n October, I89 1. It is bea u­

tifully located on the corner of Sixth and High streets , and proudly fac ing one of the busiest 

avenues of the city. There is no deta il to detract or wound th e eye of the spectator for all is one 

marvelous whole of true and s imple grandeur. It is built of Bedford stone, a nd is a good ty pe of 

the Romanesque style of architecture. Its extreme length is ISS feet and extreme width 103 feet. 

The side walls of the building are thirty-seven feet high, the ridge of the roof eighty feet hig h. In 

front is a mass ive square campanile or tower I 50 feet high , with clustered col umns a nd carve'cl caps 

surmounted by a gold cross. 



.. 

The inte ri o r is a ll fini shed in ha rd wo0d. Th e walls a re wainscoted with white oak and 

walnut trimming·s over which a re fres co paintings, emblemati c of vari ous mysteri es of relig ion , a nd 

th e cei ling is paneled in beautifully carved wood. The stained g lass wi ndows are o f a superior 

quality, decorated with beautiful religious emblems, except the windows around th e cha nce l, whi ch 

contain each one a life s ize fi g ure of som e g reat saint of the church. Th e auditorium is large and 

open, without any columns or pillars to obstruct the s ig ht or hearing. A t the rear is a la rge gallery 

for organ and choir, while in front is a sanctua ry large enoug h to accommodate, if necessary, two 

hu~dred clergymen. The seating capacity of the church is about 1 ,500, and the cost $g5,000. It 

was erected during the pastorship and under the supervis ion of the Very Reverend Mr. Flavin, its 

present pas tor. 

THE MARBLE ALTAR IN ST. AMBROSE CHURCH. 

The most prominent and attractive feature of St. Ambrose church is the main altar, 'a gem 

of beauty and architecture, which brings many visitors to this church. It is built of marble and 
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onyx columns with iro n g-o ld plated capitals, and is of Roma nesque sty le to s uit the church . It is 

thirty-seve n feet hig h and twe nty -fo ur fee t w·ide , surmoun ted by a heavy g ilt cross , and at either 

s ide a rep rese ntati on of St . Mi chae l, the archange l, with a trumpet, cal ling mankind to judg ment ; 

whil e in front and immed iate ly unde r th e cross is a li fe size statue o f the Savior, represe nting His 

ascens io n into heave n and add ress ing these conso ling word s to hi s foll o wers : "Come, ye blessed of 

My Father, possess th e Ki ngdo m prepared for yo u." The tab le of th e a ltar is one pi ece of marble 
• 

twelve fee t long and two feet wid e. Ove r thi s is a mass ive revo lvin g tabe rnac le with a large 

cruc ifi x, and a t e ith e r s ide life s ize statu es o f Saints J ohn th e Evange list and Matthew and two 

ador ing ange ls, one a t each extremity of th e a lta r, in a n attitude of prayer. Unde r the tabl e of the 

a lta r is a lovely g roup of s tatuary representing the las t suppe r. It was designed and executed by 

E. I-lackncr, L a Crosse, 'vViscons in , who has ob ta ined a nat ional reputat io n as an altar builder, and 

erec ted in memory of Mr. and 1\Trs. John O'Con nor, who donated it to the church. 



0 • 

FIRST BAPTIST CH URC H 

The First Baptist Church of Des Moines was establi shed 111 185I, with a membership of 

e leven persons, Rev. John A. Nash being the first pastor. For about three years the society used 

the old court house for th e ir se rvices. Th e first building erected by the soc ie ty was a small, plain 

brick structure on Mulberry street opposite the present court house. This building was used until 

1867, when a larger building was erected on the corner of Eighth and Locust and used until 1893. 

For the last two years the soc iety has occupied the High street building. In 1894 the society 

resolved to erect a new church, modern in design and finish and adequate to the ir increasing 

co ngregat ion. Various plans were submitted to th e committee and the one designed by Eastman 

& McLelland was so superior to the others that it was unanimously adopted. Th e corner s tone 

was laid in October of the year 1894. S ince then the work of erection has stead ily proceeded and 

only the interior work remains to be fini shed. 



.. 

FI RST BAPTIST CHURCH- N . W , Corner E ighth and Hi gh Sts , 
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ST. JOHN 'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

St. John 's Evange li ca l Luth era n Church , of Des Mo ines, I owa, was fir st organized November 

26, 1865, by the superintendent of the Home Mi ss ion Board of the Ge neral Synod of the United States, 

as a Mission Churcl ., with twenty-four me mbers. The first se rvices were he ld in what was then th e 

F irst Chri sti an Church, formerly th e county court house. In March , 1867, th e co ngregation 

bo ug ht a lot o n th e corner of Seve nth and Sycamore ( now Gra nd aven ue) a nd in 1868 they 

co mmen ced the erect ion of th e ir first church home. and Ja nuary 3. 1869, the building was 

dedicated. Th e ir first church home was a fram e building. The present church building, corne r 

S ixth avenue and Ches tnut st ree t , was erected at a cost o f about ·s3s,ooo ; the basement was 

finished a nd th e first se rvice he ld in March , 18go; the ma in building was co mpl eted a nd dedicated in 

Fe))ruary, 1892. The co ng regat io n. beginning with no church home a nd a s mall membership, has 

stead il y g rown and prospered until they have one of the mos t beautiful and commodious church 

h omes in th e city, as may be seen by referring to th e ·accompa ny ing illustrat ion on opposite page. 



THE CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

The Centra l Presbyterian Church was organized on the 4th o f January, 1848, in one of the block 

houses which stood on the banks o f the Raccoon river, near its junction with the Des Moines, by 

the Rev. Tho mpson Bird , with a membership of six persons. Subsequent servi ces were he ld in the 

homes of the different members o f th e church until in the summer of 1853 when the first house of 

worship was erected whi ch was a fram e structure built on the west side of Fourth street , just south 

o f wh ere the Kirkwood now stands. It was destroyed by fire four years later. Th e corner s tone 

of th e commodi ous building on the northeaste rn corner of E ig-hth and Hig h stree ts was la id 

September 5, 1867, and th e co mpl eted building was ded icated January 2, 1870. 

In 1875 the F irst Presbyte rian church , whi ch had been organized at the same tim e as th e 

Ce nt ra l church , united with it and the co ng regati on dec ided to call it th e Presby terian Church of 

D es Moines, but thirteen years later it was changed to th e Central Presby te rian Church. 



.. 

CENTr:AL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - N . E . Corner E ig htn and H igh S t s . 



FIRST METH ODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH - S . W . Corner Nint h and Pleasant Streets . 



. . 

FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL CH URCH. 

The F irst Methodist Church of Des Moines bears th e disti nction of being the outgrowth of the 

first reli g ious organi zat io n ever establi sh ed in Des Mo ines, t hi s being farther west than a ny s imil a r 

o rgani zat ion on the A meri can continent at that time. This was a Sunday-school o rgani zed in the sum­

me r of 1846 by Ezra Rathbun and Benjamin F. H ox ie, a ss isted by Fathe r Rathbun and fo ur teachers, 

there being onl y seve n sc ho lars. The meeting was he ld in one of the ga rri son houses on 'Coon river ; 

afte_r th e o rgani zation was effected th ey adjourn ed to th e bank of the Des Moi nes ri ver, where th e 

lesso n was co ndu cted beneath th e shade of a large cottonwood tree. A littl e later a Bibie c lass 

was formed by some of the o lder me mbers a nd soon after the first mini ste r, Rev. Russell, was sent 

to take c harge of the small band of Meth odists. The organizatio n co ntinued to hold th e ir 

meetings at different places until the spring of 1848, when they erected their first church edific~ o n 



. . 

a lot just across the alley from the post-office building on Fifth street. This building was 

destroyed by a wind storm before its completion and had to be rebuilt. The church occupied this 

building until 1856, when a brick structure was erected a short distance north of it, where the Iowa 

Loan & Trust Company building now stands. In 188o it was deemed advisable to move farther out of 

town, and the g round was accordingly sold and the proceeds used to purchase g rounds and to erect 

th e beautiful and commodious structure which now stands on the southwes t corner of N inth and 

Pleasant streets. The First M. E. Church is one of the largest and most prosperous in the city , 

with a membership of more than one thousand. The cut on the preceding page was made from a 

· photo which was taken more for the beauty of the surroundings than to show the architectu ral s ty le 

of the church represe nted. 
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PLYMO U TH CONGREG ATIONAL CHURCH. 

Th e Ply mouth Co ng regati ona l Church was o rgani zed D ecember 6, 18)7, Rev . J ose ph T. 

Cook be ing ins ta ll ed as its pas to r. T he first meetings were he ld ove r A ll e n's Ba nk, but soo n a ft e r 

th e se rvices were co nducted in She rman's H a ll o n Co urt a ve nue. Here th e church remained until 

th e s umm er o f 1858 , whe n a lot was leased and a sma ll fra me building was erec ted on Court 

avenue, near wh ere th e post-o ffi ce now sta nds: but thi s building was soo n removed to a lot 

adjo inin g the lo t now occupied by th e Ply mouth church. Thi s building was repa ired and e nlarged 

at va rious times until in th e yea r 1875 wh en it was torn away to be superseded by the handsome 

structure whi ch now s tands on the corner of Seventh and L ocust streets. R ev . A . L. Frisbie, the 

fourth pasto r, was ins talled in the year 187 1 and has now been with th e church for twenty-five 

years. H e has done much toward rai sing it from a s mall a nd struggling band o f followers to a 

large and well-organi zed church of s ix hundred and fifty members or more. 

k 

• 



CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

The Ce ntral Church of Chri st was organized October I, I 860, with seventee z~ members. The 

first place of worship was an old btick building on East Market street ; the next a ha ll over what 

was then known as the Des Moines House; the first building owned by the congregation was situated 

on Cherry street , opposite the court house, and is now th e vVabash depot. Later the church purchased 

the Old School PFesbyterian edifice at 709 Locust street, which was improved and occupied for ten 

years. In 1890 the elegant structure shown in· the cut was built at the corner of Ninth and Pleasant 

streets. It is built of Lake Superior brown stone, elegant in its appointments and elab<1rately 

furnished. Its prevailing tone is the cherry hue. The auditorium is finished with cherry, and the 
• 

case of the great organ, built at a cost of $7,500, is also cherry. The entire cost of the Central 

Church was $ roo,ooo. 

For twenty-five years the congregation made s low but substantial progress . The present 

pastor, Dr. Breeden. commenced his labors in I885, at which time the church numbered, all told , 

340 members. Now it numbers 1,330. The entire memc ership of the Christian churches in Des 

Moines is said to be 3,8oo . 

. .. 
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ST. PAU L'S C HURCH. 

Th e Parish o f St. Paul was o rga ni zed in 1854, a nd vestry e lec ted. Servi ces we re held during 

1855 a nd l c 56 in th e o ld cou rt ho use. Th e first church buildin g was built during th e year of r l)56, 

a nd was located o n th e west s ide of Sevent h street just above 'vValnut. Th e first se rvice was held in 

t hi s buil ding· o n Chri st mas day, IS)b. The present building. corn er o f N inth a nd Hi g h streets, was 

co mm e nced in 18H4, and compl ete lin 188). It cos t , in cl uding orga n a nd furni shing . about $40.000 . 



.. 

THE SWEDISH LUTHERAN CHURCH . 

This edifice is situated on the corner of East Fifth and Des Moine::; streets . This congrega- • 

tion was organized in 1869 by Rev. Hakan Olson, Rev. J. Tellen being its first reg ular pastor. For 

the first sixteen years the congregation worshiped at the corner of East First and Grand avenue, 

until they secured a site at the above named place where their imposing edifice now stands, being 

one of the largest churches on the east side. This organization has an immense work to 

perform among the Swedish people of the east sitle. The people being Lutherans by education 

in the mother land they naturally look to their church for religious instru ction even in thi s 

country, hence the majority of the Swedish people in th e city, the natural parish of this thriving 

society. The churd1 has an extensive routine of work. Besides usual Sunday se rvices, Sunday­

school and prayer meetings, it has generally a weekly bus iness meeting of Sunday-school workers, 

some one of the many aid societies, etc , etc. The church has many aid societies viz: The young 

ladies ' "Dorcas," the young men 's "Concordia," the elderly ladies· miss ionary league, the Catech'u­

men le~gue, and the Luther leag ue , all working for th e spiritual and pecuniary welfare of the church . 

., 







CA LVA RY MISSION. 

Calvary Mission he ld its first :)abbath- school a t th e Cap ital City Ope ra House, 3 P. M., J anuary 

18, I8g i- an o rgani zation being perfected previously at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. E. Risser. 

l t is pure ly an unde no min at ional inst itution , and la bors a mong the masses. Th e work has been a 

g reat success from th e first. A n industrial de partment has been in co nstant operation ever s ince 

the organ ization of th e school. 1 ntense e nthusiasm has a lways been manifested in th e work. Soon 

afte r the first a nni ve rsa ry was ce lebra ted th e soc iety was left homel ess by the destruct ion by fire of 

the opera house; a small hall was sec ured for temporary quarters. St eps were at once taken to build 

a home adequate for th e g rowing school, and before the c lose of the year th e prec;ent co mmodious 

building was occ upi ed. The aud ito rium has a seatin g capacity of 2,500- from 3,000 to 4,000 have 

frequently bee n acco mm odated. The lower part of th e building is used for secular work, a nd when 

co mpl eted will have a ll th e modern app li a nces o f the institutional church . Severa l of the most 

ac tive ones now interested have come into the work s ince its organization. 

se rvi ces are now being ca rri ed on with mark ed success. 

Reg ular gospe l 

\~ 



REV. CARL B . JOHNS O N , 

Rev. Carl B. Johnson, pastor of Swedish 
Mission Church (East Tenth and Lyon 
st reets), was born in Hamveda, Sweden, 
January I, I 862. In I 869 his parents, to better 
their very poor financial circumstances, emi­
g rated to America, and settled in Henry 
county, Ill. Here the boy had opportun ity 
to attend public and also private Swedish 
schools. In I875 the fami ly moved to Web­
ster county, I owa. Young J ohnson had now 
more meager opportunities fo r schooling, but 
used his spare mom e nts and attended school 
dur ing winter. He e ntered Ausgaru Col­
lege, Knoxville. Ill. , in 1883 . and was admitted 
to the seni or class preparing fo r the ministry. 
but was on account of im pai red health com­
pelled to return ho me the following year. 
VIas called to th e ministry of his home 
church , a nd was licensed to preach by th e 
Swed ish Evangelical Lutheran Mission 
Synod in 1885. H e was o rdained in r88g. 
Married in r8go to Miss Sophi a Elizabeth 
Jonson. Call ed to hi s present charge in 1892. 

Th e Swedish Evangelical Mission Church 
was o rgan ized in r868 by a few Chris ti a ns 
arrived in th e city. I n 187 1 the first meeting 
house- a fra me building 32x40- was e rec ted 
at th e corner of East Second and D es Moines 
streets. Th e congregation having outgrown 
this building a brick church , 40x70, was 
built in 1882. The present church (corner 
of Tenth and L yon streets) was built in 1895 
at a cos t of about $ 12,000. Carl B. J ohnson 
assumed th e pastoral duties of the ch urch 
over which he now presides in 1892. 



SWEDISH EVANGELICAL MISSION CHURCH-S. W . Cor Eas t Tenth and Des Moines Sts , 



SEVENT! l-D AY ADVENTIST CHURCH AND MISSION - N . E . Cor . East Twellth and D,s Moi nes Sts . 

. . 
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THE SEVENTH- D AY A DVE NTIST CHURCH. 

The cut on the opposite page is a representation of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 

located on the corner of East Twelfth and Des Moines streets. Reg ular Sabbath-school and church 

services are held each Saturday- the clay observed by them as th e Sabbath- C. H. Parsons being 

the acting elder. In connection with the church th ere is located on the same premises what is 

known as the Conference Home, in which is transacted the state business of the denomination , 

which is numerically quite s tron g in Iowa, including th e Iowa Tract Society and the Iowa State 

Sabbath-school Association, both of which organizations are in a flouri shing condition. This peo­

ple are so well known that little need be said concerning them. The di stinctive features of their 

relig ious belief are the observance of the seventh day as the Sabbath, for which they claim to find 

abundant proof in the Scriptures, and the near advent of Christ, although they make no pretense 

as to the exact elate when that event will occur. They are a plain, honest, industrious, law-abiding 

people, and are regarded as excellent citizens. 



DEs IV1oi:--1ES PARKS. 

(')I HE .... question of public parks had been agitated in the newspapers for many years , and an 

+ imperfect law was on the statute books prior to 1892 which conferred scant power upon park 

commissioners to care for such tracts as might be donated or were owned by the city, but no 

means were provided whereby land might be acquired for park purposes. The agitation by 

the press and efforts of enthusiastic citizens culminated in an appeal to the Twenty-fourth 

General Assembly in 1892, which passed a law conferring the right of park commissioners in cities 

of the first class to issue bonds for park purposes. 

GREENWOOD PARK. 

The first site selected by the Commissioners for a park was a portion of Brown's Woods, 

s ituated two and a half miles due west of the post-office on Grand avenue, consisting of eighty-one 

acres. This tract of land had for years been considered an ideal spot for a public park, and had 

been held by its owner, T. E . Brown (now decea>ed), with that purpose in view. So certain was he · 

of the ultimate use to which this land would be put, that he had in part la id the foundation for 

• 



Cafe . 
Reproductio~ of First Settlers' Cabin . 

GREENWOOD PARK. 
On the Rustic Bridge. . . The Menager ie . 

Drilling the Artesian Well. 



- GREENWOOD PARK- The Lake , 

' . 



maintaining a publi c pleasure g round by clearing away the underg rowth, constructing roadways, 

building a dam across the creek that meanders through the land, thus creating a s ightly lake, and 

in various ways improving his holding at a co nsiderable outlay of both time and money ; indeed, 

the character of the improvements were such as to enable the Commission to throw open the gates 

to the public immediately after the purchase was effected . The Commission deemed it but just to 

the Brown estate, in determinin g· the price it considered fair to pay for this land to take into 

consideration the extent and cost of the improvement alre~dy made. 

Many elements contribute to make Greenwood Park a very popular resort. It is easily 

accessible, either by stree t railway or by road- the Ingersoll avenue car line te rminates directly at 

the entrance to the park, and Grand avenue, a broad eighty-foot thoroughfare , a large portion of 

which is already paved, form s a fin e boulevard for reaching the north e rn entrance and an eastern 

entrance has aiso been a rranged for. Commencing at Park Lane a s ixty foot avenue wil l be g raded 

to the park, s triking the east lin e about the ce nter of the tract. 

. . 



During the fall of 1894 a commodious pavilion was erected on a commanding site, overlooking 

the lake . Here a competent caterer serves refreshments at reaso nable prices throughout the 

seaso n, the pavilion affo rding shelter for quite a number of people in time of rain. The 

pavilion is surrounded by rustic seats made from native saplings. A well near by furni shes 

excellent drinking water and this spot is very popular as a picnic ground. 

A number of swings have been put up in different parts of the grounds and a number of 

pleasure boats, including a graceful swan boat, ply upon the lake. 

Just east of th e Jake, workmen have drilled 2,500 feet into the solid rock tor a n artesian 

well, and water is secured in abundance, but they are still drilling. If the efforts in this 

direction are crowned with success, the· area of the lake will be largely increased. It will be the 

policy of the Commission to push improveme nts at Greenwood Park, as rapidly as the means at its 

disposal will permit. 

• ,6 



GREENWOOD PARK - The Lake . 
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Lakeside Drive- . •WAVELAND PARK . The Goats . 

The Elks, S ylvan Lake. 



WAVEL AN D PA RK. 

W aveland Park cons ists o f rgo ac res, ly ing· one mile wes t o f Drake Uni ve rsity, o n University 

avenue. As the name indi cates, this trac t cons ists of a number of hill s and holl ows, gentle slopes 

and hi gh pla teaus. A co ns iderable ac reage is thi ckly wooded - the burr oak la rg-e ly predominating . 

There a re purling s prings of clea res t wate r, a nd a winding creek running throug h th e land th at will , 

with a little a rtifi ci<d a id in the way o f dams, eas ily form a chain of beautiful lakes. 

Nature has indeed la id th e fo undation here for g reat poss ibiliti es. Eve n in its wild state it is 

ve ry att rac ti ve and beautiful , a nd thi s a re::t of p ictures que woo dla nd, wi th its g rassy slopes, its hills 

and da les , over whi ch foreve r blows the pures t o f Iowa a ir, is now and henceforth open fo r public 

enjoyment. To eyes accusto med to look upo n nothing more pi cturesque than endless s tretches o f 

" uneventful " prai ri e , the rugged scenery prevailing in Wavela nd comes as a happy relief. Gently 

rolling l.ill s ites a re among the fin est the landscape gardener can be call ed upon to treat. In the m­

selves they are often capable of t he hi ghes t degree of culture a nd e mbellishme nt. The hUinan eye 

is na tura lly filled with de lig ht whe n rang ing over a ho llow. 



. . 
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There are two entrances to Waveland Park, - one o n the eas t , a n extensio n o f King ma n 

avenue, eig hty fee t in width, a nd t he oth er o n University ave nue. The latter th oroug hfa re, throug h 

the ge nerosity o f abutting property owners, is in process of be ing wide ned to e ighty fee t from 

Thirti eth stree t west to the city limits, a d istance o f about t wo miles , whi ch will g reatly add to th e 

pleasure of those riding or d riving to the park. A noth er boulevard , o ne hundred fee t wide, has 

been surveyed and will shortl y be g raded, co mmencing at a point near the entrance to Greenwood 

Park on Grand ave nue and running north o ne mile, where it will intersec t Uni ve rsity ave nue. Thi s 

beautiful boulevard will connect th e two W est Side parks, a nd thus afford easy access to both . 

A smooth woven wire fence has bee n p laced a round 'vVaveland Park, a nd a broad windin g· 

road g rade d up leading throug h the main porti o n o f the park . Other im prove ments will be 

inaug urated from time to time as the fund s will permit. 

A beauti ful drove o f elk have been placed in the park , and it is a great pleasure to the visitor 

to see them wandering about without fear of be ing mol es ted. A large fl ock o f goats were ft lso 

placed in the park las t year, and have a fforded much amusement to th e visitors a t the pa rk . 



WAVELAND PARK- The Goats . 



Natatorium. VIEWS IN UN!Ol'< PARK. 
View from En trance to Park. The Wooded Glen . 
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UN IO N PARK. 

The land acquired by the Co mmi ss ioners at Thompson 's Bend, embraces sixteen acres of 

beautifully timbereJ g rass g rou nd, is situated partl y in Lee and partly in Des Moines town ships, 

and hence was aptly named Union Park. It is a part of the old Thompson farm, and has for years 

been a favorite resort for picnic parties. Union Park is accessible by boat, the Des Moines rive r 

washes its west line, and since its location was determined upon , streets have been dedicated and are 

now being opened to the park and beyond. Pennsylvania avenue will be extended and make a fine, 

broad thoroughfare for reaching the park. The East Ninth street cars run to within a few blocks of 

it . lt is considered an ideal location for a park, and great activity is already discernible among 

owners of abutting property in improving their various holdings . It is hoped this little park on the 

river bank will become one of the gems among the many small breathing spots of the city, and as 

both townships have mutual interests in improving it, the Commission will give it a share of 

attention. In regard to a good water supply, the Commission feels assured that a flowing well of 

water similar to_ that obtained at the court house can be had at a very little expense . 



GRANDVIEW PARK. 

Grandview Park comprises one hundred acres of as choice woodland a~; can be found any­

where in the vicinity of Des Moines. Eighty acres of the one hundred was formerly known as 

the Reed tract, and the other twenty lying south of it were owned by different parties, and its 

acquirement was necessary to obtain a suitable entrance from Easton boulevard, which is the main 

thoroughfare leading to the park site. 

All streets east of the Capitol , leoding to the park, run through a long stretch of prairie land 

which seems to extend in unbroken level until the park is reached. Here nature has thrown up a 

well defined ridge, which extends for miles on either side of the park site; but perhaps, the highest 

point ,,Jong this ridge is the miniature mountain just north of the western entrance. The entrancing 

.view obtained from this point gave the park its name of "Grandview." It is a picturesque pano­

rama the eye loves to dwell upon and its equal cannot be found except from the Capitol d?me. 

But although the view is beautiful, looking cityward, the chief charm of Grandview Park lies in its 

g-..eat variety of first growth forest trees of which there is a superabundance. 



Woodland Drive . VIEWS IN GRANDVIEW PARK . South Entrance. 
Croquet Ground and Tennis Court. View of Lake . A Gl imps e of the Forest • 

. . 



GRANDVIEW PARK-The Monarch of the Forest. 
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vVhen the last vestige of the flood receded from this hillside and vanished into Four Mile 

creek it left a number of draw' all tending toward the east, which time has beautifully rounded up 

in gentle undulations , and covered with verdant sod, while everywhere majestic monarchs of the 

forest stand as in solemn grandeur and add beauty to the scene. In short, Grandview is a natural 

park. 

Its location is about one mile north of the State Fair grounds on a direct line, and the road 

running north from the fair grounds also runs along the west line of the park, its south line being 

Easton boulevard. It is thus easily reached by any street running east from the Capitol. 

When the Commission took possession of this property, it w'as in what might properly be 

termed its virgin state, and a iarge amount of work has had to be done to make a fair presentation 

o.f its possibilities. Part of this work consisted in clearing the undergrowth and trimming and 

thinning out the trees. This work has been diligently prosecuted during last fall and winter, and 

much yet remains to be done. Quite a little has been accomplished in the line ot grading roadways, 

but the most important work in the grading line is throwing a dam across a ravine and shaping 
., 
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up the surroundin g g ro und for a la ke th at wi ll have 111 a rea of three ac res . There is no doubt of 

ge tting an adequate water suppl y. Two wells have bee n sunk a nd wate r s tand s fi1 ·e fe et in th e m 

a ltho ug h the total depth of eac h wel l is onl y thirteen fee t. Then th ere .a re natural sprin gs g iving 

o ut unlimited suppli es of c lea rest water . 

The fac t of the park being pe rma ne ntly lo cated will do mu ch to determine th e bes t routes 

upon which to ex te nd th e street ra il way sys te m. Much th oug-ht a nd ca re wil l necessaril y have to 

be exerc ised in th e matter. It is among the poss ibilities th at to accommodate travel to Grandview 

Park a broad and handsome boul eva rd will be opened directly across from Union to G ra ndview Parle 

They are on a direct line eas t and west, a nd the ground is le1·e! a nd we ll adapted for s uch an 

improvement. VVhatever may be determined upon , one thin g is ce rta in. th e public will not be long· 

without rapid transit to th e park . The matter li es with th e street railway co mpa ny. a nd th e well­

known enterpri se of the officials is guarantee that good lines of road wil l be built without L;nneces­

sary delay . 



Gafe. VIEWS ON DES MOINES RIVER-CROCKER PARK. The Landing. 

Switchback. The River. V iew of Crocker Woods 



. . YOUNG MEN"S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION ATHLETIC FIELD - South West Ninth Street. 
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TH E EQUITA BLE BUILDI NG. 

The Des Moines Building o f th e Equitable L ife Assurance Society of · the United States 

s ta nds on the corner o f Sixth avenue a nd L ocust street , having a fro ntage o n Sixth avenue of 132 

fee t, and on L ocust stree t o f 66 feet , thus covering 87 r2 square fee t. This building is the finest 

structure of its kind in Iowa, no expend iture be ing spared to make it th oroug hly complete a nd well 

equi pped . The exte rior o f the building shows two stori es of pinki sh gray granite surmounted by 

six stories of red brick, with te rra cotta s ills, mo ul d ings and corni ce. The interior construction is 

s trictly fire-proof, th e fl oors being o f iron beams a nd porous ~erra cotta arch-blocks. A ll partiti ons 

a re either solid bri ck wa ll s or terra cotta blocks. Ce ntra l ent ra nces lead from both streets to the 

handsome Staircase H all and th e passenger e levators, three in number. Th e fr eig ht elevator has 

separate access from the a ll ey. Th e first fl oor a nd base ment a re a rra nged for Banking and Safe 

Depos it Companies . Eac h of th e rema ining fl oors is d ivided into o ffi ces o f various sizes , num-

m 



b ring 1 - ~ in a ll. T h building i · lib rally p r vid d with p lum! in g-. b wb b ing p laced in a ll th e 

ro 111 , be ·id ·s t h tw pa ra tc t ilct room on l h ig hth R r. O n f t h ma rked att ract io n · 

of t he I uil d in g is t h I all' Li bra ry, p rov ide I I y th ow n rs o f th bui ld in [ r t h fr e u e of 

t na nts . \ la rg a nd wcll -li "' htcd ro m n th ixth Aoor ha · b ia ll y d ig n d f r t his 

purpo c. T he s rvice in t hi . bu ilding is a. ompl te in a ll its leta il as it a n b mad e. A ma il 

hutc i · 1 r vi led, by 111 a ns f whi ch lett rs ca n I e ·af ly ma iled o n e ry Aoor. E cry sui te of 

two or three r o ms ha · it pe n fi r -p ia e a nd jan it r se n ti e; electri li o-ht in a nd t a m hea ting 

a re upp li d to a ll te nants alike with ul ext ra ba rge. T he bu il d in r has its wn p la nt f r lec tri 

li hting, a n I t he wirin o ntrived th a t a tena nt a n ha e t h li g ht · a rra nged in a ny po rti o n 

· of hi r m a · best ·uit h i · onven1en Th bu il d ing i al ·o pr 1·id d wi th a te leg rap h tati o n. 

T h bank on th e fir. t Ro r i: co nv ni nt for l nan ts. Daily r p rt. f t h \ · t h r Bur au are 

furni sh d. 
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MARQUARDT BLOCK- N . W . Corner of Fifth and Locust Sts , 



TH E MA RQUA RDT BLOC K 

was built by the owner, G. \A/. Marqua rdt , in 18go, as an o ffi ce bl ock, a nd the corner es pecia ll y 

a rranged for th e Marq ua rdt Sav in gs Bank, whi ch tra nsacts a general ba nking bus iness a nd pays 

interes t o n time a nd sav ings depos its. Th e building is bri ck a nd stone fronts, handsomely 

decora ted on th e corners in Gothi c sty le with g ra nite co lumns, making the a ppearance of the front 

eq ual in a rchitectura l des ig n to any in the c ity, and is occ upied by subs ta nt ia l compa ni es as 

JJiidtand JJfontltly. Phoe ni x M utua l L ife Insu ra nce Co., Iowa A nchor M utua l F ire Insura nce Co., 

Jowa Centra l Buil d ing & Loan Assoc ia ti o n. Marshall Denta l Manu fact urin g Co., Gra nd L odge o f 

A. 0. U. VI/., E. Clark Insu ra nce Agency, No rthern Pac ific R. R . o ffi ces, Doctors D ick inson and 

D r. Haze n, vVy koff, Seaman & Be nedict, Rem ingto n Typewri te r, \~es t e rn Newspaper Co ., Gu inand 

J ohnso n Jewelry Co., a nd oth ers. 



. ~ 

CHARLES L. K A HLER & CO. 

Des ~VIoines has the larges t shoe store in the west and one of the largest in the country. The 

picture on th e opposite page is a faithful representation of "Iowa's Greatest Shoe Store," conducted 

by Charles L. Kahler & Co., and on thi s page are g iven portraits of the men who compose the firm. 

Charles L. Kahler's first shoe store was established in Des Moines considerably more than a third of 

a century ago- in r86o- a t Third and Court avenue, then in the heart of the retail section. The 

business prospered from th e start. Ten years later need of a more favorable location led to removal 

to 301 Walnut street. Th e business which started in a small wa:y had increased to large proportions 

even at this time and in the new building success continued. About r88o Mr. Thomas Ariss, who had 

previously been employed by Mr. Kahler, became a partner. Trade increased rapid ly and soon the 

necessity for more commodious and imposi ng quarters was realized. The firm decided upon 519 

Walnut st reet, where it is now located in its own building with quarters which for luxuriance and 

convenience ca nnot be excelled. This new ni ck le front store was opened in r888. The hand­

some exteri or att racts attei1tion, but the beauty and s ize of th e interior is a constant surprise to 

visitors. Tha t there is none too much room is an in dicat ion of th e present volume of the bus iness 

which started in so humbl e a way on Court avenue. The success which has atte nded th e firm has 

been the result of a th orough knowledge of the shoe business, a desire to please cus tomers, and a 

willingness to spare no expense in order to g ive satisfaction. Messrs. Charles L. Kahler and Thomas 

A ri ss, and Messrs. F rankL. Kahle r and Ca rl H . Kahler, the latter sons of the senior member, now 

co mpose the firm of Charl es L. Kahler & Co . 



IOWA' S GREATEST SHOE STORE, 

. . 
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TONE BROTHERS. 

The firm of Tone Bros. was es tab lished in 1873, at 207 Walnut street, s ince whi ch time they 

have been e njoy ing rapid g rowth and good business . Tone Bros. are manufacturers of the hig hest 

grades of sp ices, coffees and baking powders, among which are Eco nomy Baking Powder, Cano n 

Brand Spices, and Mocha and Java Coffees, with which all ho usekeepers a re more or less fami li ar. 

They remainet.l on Walnut street for nine years, when they bought a building a t 213 Court avenu e, 

and moved into their new a nd larger building in r882, where they remained till the g rowth in th ei r 

business com pe ll ed th em to seek more commodious room . In I894 they built the fine building 

they now occupy at 109 and r II Court aven ue, and moved their large stock into it in the fall of 

r8q4. They now constantly emp loy from twenty-e ight to thirty men in the building, besides a ve ry 

strong force of traveling salesmen. Their goods are very well known and extensively so lt.l 

throughout a ll the centra l and western states. 



. ~ 

\ 

TREPANIER COMPANY. 

On the opposite page an engravi ng of the L. Trepanier Company's Dry Goods Store is given. 

In 1883 Mr. L. Trepanier opened his store in Des Moines and immediately met with popular favor as 

his business has always been a g rowing one. In the fall of 1895 realizing that the quarters he then 

occupied at 507 and 509 vValnut street were inadequate, Mr. Trepanier leased the three-story 

building at 6oo and 602 Walnut street, had it remodeled, and took possession th e fo ll owing 

February. These store rooms are among the finest in the State, being finished in natural oak, are 

exceedingly well lighted, have two e levators, a perfect cash system, and many other modern 

conven1ences. When this move was made, Mr. Trepanier assoc iated his two sons, Mr. John and 

Mr. Earnest in business with him and formed an incorporated firm under the name of the .1 •. 

Trepanier Company. Progressive business firms like the L. Trepanier Company are what makes 

Des Moines the healthy and thriving mercantile center of peerless Iowa. 



L . TREPANIER , DRY GOODS- S. W. Corner of Sixth Avenue and Walnut St. 



THE HARRIS -EMERY DEPARTMENT STORE- S E _ Corner of Seventh and Walnut Sts. 



THE HARRIS- EMERY COMPANY. 

This is the largest department store in the State of Iowa. The building now occupied by 

this firm was built by the Rothwell estate, of Boston, in the winter of rSg r- 2. The structure was 

commenced o n the 25th of Nove mber, rSgr, a nd completed April 25, r8g2, when th e present firm .---
became its occupants. A business of th e magnitude proposed, in the city of Des Moines, was 

considered by many conservat ive merchants to be an extremely hazardous venture. But th e 

Emerys, hav ing had the experience o f three years in a s imilar undertak ing a t S t. Joseph, Mo., 

and be ing a n off-shoot of the Kansas City house of Bullene, Moore, E mery & Co. { now the Emery-

Bird-Thayer Dry Goods Company, of Kansas City), considered the venture entirely feas ible, and 

their judg me nt has been susta ined by the success of the business." Notwithstanding the perilous 

times of the panic of 1893 . and th e subsequent business depression, the business has shown a 

. steady g rowth, with th e balance each year o n the rig ht side of the ledger. Whether this business 

venture cou ld have been successfu l in any o th er ci ty of th e s ize of Des Mo ine:> in the west may be 

questioned, for the people of the whole State have lent a loyal supporl to th e enterpri se from its 

incepti on. 



THE FRANKEL CLOTHING COM PANY. 

The Frankel Clothing Company, 413 and 415 'vValnut street, was opened for business March 

22, 1894, for a general reta il business in men's a nd boys ' clothing, hats and men 's furni s hin gs . The 

company is composed of M. and A. Frankel, who also operate a store in Oskaloosa, Iowa. From th e 

very start they met with success in Des Moines, and now take rank as one of the leading clothing­

establishments in the city as well as in the State. Selling only honest, defendable clothing at 

reasonable prices, th~y have made a reputation for themselves that is State-wide. Besides the large 

city trade, they supply a good part of the people of the surrounding towns with their clothing-, 

their mail order business keeping pace with their g-rowth at home. The proprietors are young, 

vigorous men, full of push, and fully experienced in the clothing business. They believe in 

keeping abreast of the times, and with a handsomely appointed store and a well-selected corps of 

clerks, they are well prepared to hold and in crease their trade. 



EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR VIEW OF THE FRANKEL CLOTlj!NG STORE. 



GOLDEN RULE CLOTHING STORE- N . E . Corner of Seventh and Walnut Sts . 



... 

GOLDEN RULE CLOTHING HOUSE. 

This firm was established over six years ago by the present proprietors, D. M. Johnson & 

Son, who have been engaged in the clothing· business for over twenty-five years in the State of 

Iowa. The firm handle clothing, hats and caps, and men's furnishing goods of mediu.m and fine 

grades. Their store is conveniently located on the corner of Seventh and Walnut streets, one of 

the best locations in the city. Mr. D . M. Johnson, is connected with one of the largest clothing 

establishments in the United States, and they thereby have an . unusual advantage in securing 

goods for their trade. In addition to the large city trade, the comp·any have established an 

extensive mail order department which extends over the entire State. A cut of their large and 

commodious building is given on the opposite page. 

D 



PERCIVAL & HATTON. 

The firm of Percival & Hatton was established in 1864, Denman Percival, Thomas Hatton 

and F. A. Percival composing the company until the death of Denman Percival in r87r, when Mr. 

F. A. Percival and Thos. Hatton continued the business under the same name. The firm is by several 

years the oldest of any of the kind in the city. Their energies have been almost entirely devoted 

to real estate, in which they have done a good business, both in farm and city property. They are 

regarded as conservative dealers, rather than boomers. . They have taken an active part in the 

substantial improvement of the city, and have built a good many fine blocks and residences, among 

which may be mentioned th~ Oriel Block, a cut of which may be seen on another page of this work. 

They arc also extensively interested in several of the leading manufacturing establishments of the 

city. 



ORIEL BLOCK- N . E . C<>rner of Ninth and Walnut Sts- Ow ned by Percival & Hatton . 





THE FAIR. 

The Fair, one of the leading department stores of Des Moines , of which Messrs. Dockstader 

& Wilkins a re proprietors, occupies NOS. 504, 506 and 508 East Locust street. This concern is 

entirely of Des Moines g rowth, beginning business here in a very humble way in 1881 on the 

exact spot where it is now located. In a year or two the firm changed .location to 333 East Fifth 

street, which they soo n were ob li ged to enlarge, taking in No. 331. The history of the firm is one 

of constant growth, as in a few years more they had use for and secured another roo m, making use 

of 329, 331 and 333 East Fi ftl. street. In the year 1895 the Hoh berger estate built expressly for the 

firm their elegant new quarters, a mong· the finest in the city, and the firm took possession August 

;w, 1895. · They handle everything th at should be kept by a first-class department store. The Fair 

is one of the big institutions of Des Mo ines. 



YOUNKER BROTH ER . 

Th e firm of Yo unker Broth ers co mm enced bu in ess in Keokuk, Iowa, in 1856, as a sma ll d ry 

good . to re. Bu iness prog res iveness and energy res ulted in t he establi shing of a branch sto re in 

Des Mo ine in 1874: Th e new bus in es g rew so rap id ly in the la tter city that in 1879 th e Keokuk 

branch was g ive n up and a ll energ ies were directed to th e bus iness in Des Mo ines. Th e histo ry o f 

the bus iness in detail would fill a vo lum e; but suffi ce it to say, that Younker Brothers to-clay is the 

la rges t Dry Goods and Carpet reta iling firm in Iowa. In co nn ection with th e regular departments 

is one o f the best Ma il O rd er departm ents in the wes t. ampl es of Dress Goods and whatever it is 

poss ibl e to cut samples fro m, are be in g se nt daily to customers a ll over the west, and so thousands 

of "out-of-the-city-shopper " fi nd it a pleas ure as well as a source of g reat sati s faction to do their 

shopp ing by mail. Th e say ing of, " a ti ·faction always at You nker's" is widespread, and their four 
. . 

la rge fl oors, with th eir bri ght, roo my aisles , are a favorite rendezvo us for shoppers, as they know 
' 

th at th ere they a lways find a n ndl ess assortm ent of styles and qualities of goods. 



. ... 
Main Room , First Floor. YO UNKER BROTHERS . 

Carpet Department, Third Floor. 



LEWIS E . BOLTON'S WHOLESALE HARDWARE STORE - 413-415 E ast S ixth St . 



BOLTON'S H A RDWARE STORE. 

Bo lto n's hardware store, 4£3 and 415 Eas t Six th street , is one of the larges t wholesale 

and retail stores in th e city. Mr. Bolton, the buyer, purchases lines of goods and assortments 

not carried in ordinary stocks. His ex tensive knowledge of the hardware business is a great aiel 

in e nabling him to supply the da ily wants of his very large a nd increasi:1g trade. T o the name 

of Bolton Bros. a nd the hardware business belongs th e reputation of being among the oldest 

and mos t substanti a l financia l institutions in th e city. The Boltons a re lineal descendants of a 

long line of in ventors and workers of steel and iron and have by nature and inheritance the 

natura l adap tab ili ty for the success of a business in which they have particularly been "at home" 

for years. The bus in ess was originally founded by R. W. Clarke, before the war. A t the close of 

the war in 1865, it was purchased by Bolton & McKisson, absorbed by Bolton Bros. in 1872, and 

la ter owned and operated exc lusive ly by L ew is E . Bolton, under whose management and personal 

' 
supervision, for the past twenty years, the business has grown to be the decided success of which 

the city and co mmunity may well feel proud. 



... 

SAVERY HOTEL 

One of the leading attractions of the Capital City is the Savery Hotel , si tua ted on the corner 

of Fourth and Locust st ree ts. It is a large s ix-story building, built o f pressed brick, with terra cotta 

trimmings. It was built in the year 18go, by the Savery Hotel Company, and from the start has 

been one of the most popular hotels in the State. It is equipped with all the modern conveniences, 

s team heat, gas and electric light, baths, elevator service, etc. The building is also supp lied with 

billiard and pool rooms, barber shop and bar, and has telegraph connections. 'Bus lines run to all 

the railroad depots in the city. It is under th e competent management of Mr. Brown, whose 

wide experience as a landlord, with all th e conveniences and improvements, enables him to make it 

one of the most popular and sati sfactory of all Iowa hotels . 



... SA VERY HOTEL-N. W, Corner of Fourth and Locust Sts, 

( 



. ... 
KIRKWOOD HOTEL- S . ' W Corner o Walnut Sts, f Fourth and 



. .. 

AN HISTORICAL IOWA HOTEL. 

The Kirkwood House is one of the best known and most popular hotels in the country. It 

bears the name of one of Iowa's greatest and grandest historic characters- the old war governor, 

Samuel J. Kirkwood . The building is a five-story brick structure, covering a quarter of a block, on 

the corner of Fourth and Walnut streets, the best location in the city. The establishment throughout 

is finished and furnished in a strictly first-class manner. There are 1 so rooms at the disposal of 

gue~ts, making it one of the largest hotel buildings in the west. Such modern improvements 

as many bath rooms have recently been added; also electric lights in every room complete the 

details of the establishment. A large force ?f employes, well d-isciplined and organized, keep 

everything in order and attend the demands of guests promptly and satisfactorily. Telegraph and 

railroad ticket offices are located in the hotel. Rates are so adjusted as to cater to the better class 

of trade, from $2.00 to $3. so a day. The establishment is owned by the Macartney & Sons <:;ompany, 

an incorporation with a capital stock of Sso,ooo. Mr. F. C. Macartney is president and manager; 

F. C. Macartney, Jr., is vice-president and treasurer, and George W. Macartney is secretary of the 

organization. Prior to I88o the institution was known as the Savery, but at that date it wasrena_med 

the Kirkwood, which it has since sustained with credit to the management . 



... 

L. HARBAC H. 

This firm co mmenced business in 1856, under th e name of C. & L. Harbach, and co ntinued 

to do business under th at na me until 1879, wh en C. Harbach retired. Th e firm does both a whole­

sale ·and reta il business in furniture, carpets and draperies, th eir wholesale business extendin g 

throughout the State and into severa l of th e bordering states . They also do a large business in 

furni shing undertakers' supplies and wood mante ls. The manufacturing building was built in 1884, 

for the purpose of manufacturing the interior fini sh and furnishings in the Capitol building, all of 

which were made by thi s firm ; but the building has since been used for the purpose of manufacturing 

spec ial order wood work. The retail building was erected in 1886, and is the larges t retail furniture 

s tore in the State. A large building on Third street is devoted exclusive ly to the undertaking and 

wood mantel business. The wholesale house was built in J 894. The buildings mentioned here a re 

o nly a part of the many owned by Mr. H arbach, which are located in different parts of the city, 

but th ese are shown as all of th em are occupied by the firm at present. Th e rem arkab le g rowth and 

prosperity of the firm is d ue to energy, perseverance and application to busi ness , togeth er with a 

keen business foresight, and it is expected that the business will be prosperously co ndu ctecl,.,through 

a noth er genera tion of the family . 



Retail Store. GROUP OF L . HARBACH 'S BUILDINGS . W ho lesale Store. 
Factory, Vn l!ertal<ing Rooms and Mantel Dep' t , 
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CLAPP BLOCK 

A three story brick building was erected on th e present s ite of the Clapp Block in the year 

1873 a nd stood until the yea r 1883 when it was des troyed by fire, it was promptiy rebuilt, however, 

a four story building being erected in its p lace. It remained thus until the year r8go when another 

story was added, making it one of the larges t and handsomest buildings in the city. The main side 

or Fifth street front measures 132 feet, and the north end face <; on vValnut street, thus affording 

a ve ry des irable loca tion. It is furnished with a ll modern convenfences, gas and electric lig hts, 

steam heat , wash basins, toi let rooms, etc.; it is also provided with good elevator se rvice . 

The rooms a re large and com modious and well li ghted and ventilated, the building being 
' 

under the care of the most competent janitors, making it in a ll one of th e most popular a nd 

desirable office blocks in Des Moines. 

0 



YOUNGERMAN BLOCK. 

This building was erected in the year 18g 1, on the site previously occupied by the old 

Youngerman Block, a two-story bui ldi ng. A t the time of its erect ion it was th e largest , best and 

most complete business block in th e city, and still ranks as second as concerning th e material a nd 

sty le of construction; and it may be said tha t there is no building in th e city which is better 

equipped with all modern . conveniences. The building is supplied with steam heat, electric li ght, 

city water and an elevator se rvice co nsisting of two large elevators which run continually through 

the week and part of the day on Sunday. Each suite of rooms is provided with a competent janitor, 

a nd a lways kept in the best of co ndition and order. The building is built of a bright red 

pressed brick, with asbestine stone trimmings. he size of the building is 66x1 32 feet, the main 

front facin g on Fifth street and the end of the block facing on Mulberry, thus affording o~e of the 

most desirable business locations in the city. 



YOUNGERMAN BLOCK- N . W. Corner of Fifth and Mulberry Sts. 



BENED ICT HOME-' •Iowa·s Belhesda . ' ' 



.. 

BENEDICT HOME. 

" Iowa's Bethesda" is s ituated o n Forest a nd Third avenues, Des Moines, Iowa. It was founded 

1n 1882, by the vVoman's Christi an Temperance Union of I owa. Th e property is held in trust , for 

the Home, by a board of seven trustees, who have the ge neral manage me nt of th e instituti on. The 

direct management and government is under th e co ntrol of a lady superinte nde nt, who res ides in 

the Home. Th e objec t of th e instituti on is to furnish a voluntary Chri stia n home for unfortunate 

g irls who g ive ev idence of a desire to lead pure and honorab le li ves. A ll the work incident to the 

la rge family is done by the member · of th e fam il y, thus mak ing the Home a fa r as possible a 

training schoo l, preparing each to earn a n ho nes t li vi ng . The afte rn oo ns and evenings a re spent in 

sc hoo l, a nd in the reading circle. Chapel se rvices a re held eac h morning a nd eve ning, gospel 

services by Chri st ian lad ies of the city o n Thursday eve nings, and Sunday-school a nd p reaching on 

Su ndars. During the thirteen years si nce the Home was ope ned I , 105 have bee n cared for in the 

Home. A very la rge per cent a re know n to be leadi ng honorab le lives, and the infants who cou•ld 

not be p rovided with homes by the mothers, have been adopted by Christi an people, who are g ivi ng 

them good social and educational advantages and tra ining them for useful c iti ze ns . 



. .. 

THE HYDE PARK SANITARIUM. 

The Hyde Park Sanitarium is the largest institution of its kind in the \Nest. The splendid 

property, formerly owned by the Des Moines Sanitarium Company, comprising thirteen acres of 

land and the stately sixty room building elegantly furnished and generously equipped with all 

sanitary appliances, etc., was established under the present management in June, 1895· The building 

is situated upon a fine eminence commanding the most superb view of the city and environs to be 

found anywhere hereabouts . The Hyde Park mineral water, which much resembles, and in the 

estimation of many, surpasses in excellence the famous Colfax water, is used in the. Sanitarium both 

for drinking and baths. It is especially effective in the treatment of stomach troubles, rheumatism 

and paralysis. The Sanitarium is conducted upon the most liberal plans and supports a staff of 

physicians and consultants unequaled in the vVest . 



HYDE .PARK SANITARIUM, 
· ~ 



DRAKE SJl. NITARIUM, 
0 ~ 



THE DRAKE SAN ITARI U:lVI COMPANY. 

Joseph H. Drake, M. D., who has so successfully managed the Drake Sanitarium for the past 

five and a ha lf years, will continue its manageme nt. This institution has become so well and 

favo rab ly known for its success in the t reatment and cure of a ll obscure, chroni c, ne rvous and 

surgical diseases that patients a re coming from a ll over th e United States and adjoining co untries to 

Des Moines for treatment, all of whom have been benefit ed and 90 per cent cured. The wonderful 

success in th e Drake Sanitarium is clue to Dr. Drake's personal a ttention to each patient and hi s 

great ab ility in diagnosis and surg ical operations . They make : no charge for diagnosis and 

exami nation, and if patients who come for examination can be he lped or cured they are so informed 

and treatment advised; and, on the other hand, if they cannot be helped they are so advised and 

no expense incurred. On the opposite page is a cut of th ei r buildings; the main building is located 

at 706 \Vest Fourth street. 



IOWA CHILDREN'S HOME. 

The Iowa Children's Home Society, chartered as the American Educational Aid Association 

in 1885, with headquarters at Chicago, Ill. , originally intended to confine its labors to that city and 

vicinity. Dr. VanArsdale was its projector. Its scope was later extended to embrace other statea. 

Rev. Geo. K. Hoover was made superintendent of and began the wurk of organizing Iowa October 

22, 1888. The charter has since been amended so that the legal name is the Iowa Children's Home 

Society. The temporary Home and State offices were located at Davenport at the tim e of 

organization, and remained there until the 1st of September, 1895, when they were removed to th e 

city of Des Moines. Its plans are very simple, seeking indigent and homeless children of sound 

body and mind under twelve years of age, clothing and feeding them in a temporary home or 

nursery until they can be placed in select home s on trial for a short period. Should the relation of 

the child and home be satisfactory at the end of the trial period, a permanent settlement is made 

e ither by legal adoption or spec ial contract.. Should an emergency arise requiring it, the Society 

receives back the child, so that in no case will the child be allowed to pass from one home to 

another without authority, or be permitted to wander around unprotected. The Society has an 

official organ, The CMldren's IImne-.Finder, published at Chicago, Illinois, with other literature. The 

Society is supported by donations, g ifts and bequests ; does not in any sense rely on appropriations . ' 
of the State, but rather believing that for every child there is a home, and that the liberal people of 

the State will provide the necessary means to put every homeless child in the proper childless hom e. 

The Nursery is located at 1380 Pennsylvania avenue. The offices in the Manhattan Block, rooms 

310-3 I I. 



. .. 



DES MOINES HOME FOR FRIENDLESS CHILDREN-Twenty"first and High Sts , 

. .. 



.. 

T HE D ES MO I NES H OME F O R FRI EN DLESS CHILDREN. 

The Des Moines H o me for F ri endless Children was opened June I , 1886, and its objec t is to 

care fo r fr iendl ess and dest itute children under fourteen years of age, until they can be p rovided with 

permanent homes . It is supported entirely by t he chariti es of th e publi c, and is undenominati ona l. 

The children are taught in mora ls and manners, and those who a re old enough attend school. Th e 

H ome was ope ned by a few ladies, members o f the \Voman's Chr istian T empera nce Union, a nd one 

of these lad ies opened her house to the m fo r th e firs t fe w months. This institution has now bee n 

in existe nce about ten years. The H ome is s itua ted a t 20 18 Hig h street in a bri ck s tructure, built 

enti rely by th e generosity of the people of our city in 189 1. The las t pay ment on th e lo t was made 

in Janu ary, 1896, and the Home is now free from a ll in debted ness . 



. .. 

TRACY HOME. 

The Tracy Home was founded in October, r886, by Mrs. A. B. Tracy, who had been closely 

connected with the Cottage Hospital (being one of the founders of that institution) for a good many 

years. After severing her connection with that institution she invested her means in the good home 

which now bears her name, and by the aid of several others succeeded in building and sustaining 

this excellent home for invalids which ranks with the best institutions in the State. A large force 

of competent nurses are kept continually; this also affords an opportunity for those desiring to fit 

themselves for the work to receive training. Tracy Home has as advisory assistants a number of 

the most competent physicians in the city, and is in every way prepared to care for the sick and 

affiicted . 



TRACY HOME-Corner Seventh nad Ascension Sts . .. 



RECEPTION ROOM , DR. CANNON 'S OFFICE, 

. .. 



OPERATING ROOMS-DR CANNON'S OFFICE. 
Galvanic Room . Stca.tic Room . Faradic Room . 

. .. 
p 



Wris t Band Ironer . I X L LAUNDRY WAGON. B osom Ironer. 
. .. 

Collar and Cuff Mach ine . Starching Machine. 



MORGAN G. THOMAS- Etate Mine Inspector . .. 

THE FUEL SUPPLY OF POLK COUNTY. 

It is an established fact that Iowa is one 

of the leading agricultural states~ and our peo­

ple are so largely engaged in tilling the soil 

that the mineral resources have heretofore been 

so mewhat neglected; but mining is now gradu­

ally becoming one of the great industries, for 

our mines already rank fifth in importance in 

the United States, and second to none west of 

th e Mississippi ri ver. 

The area of Iowa kno.wn to be underlaid 

with coal is approximately ten thousand square 

miles, a ll being located within the southwest 

quarter of the State, the carboniferous strata 

·ex tending to abo11t double that terri~ ry, or 

one-third of the State. 



Our principal coal fields lie within a radius of about twelve or fifteen miles on either side of 

the Des Moines river, extending southeast as far as Lee county, and to the north and west as far as 

Humboldt county, so it will be seen that Polk county is nearly cen~ocated in this vast coal 

field . 

It is estimated there are 492,000,000 tons of good coal underlying Polk county. There are at 

present twenty-three mines in operation in the county with an output of about 350,000 tons of coal 

annually. About r63,0:::l:J tons of this are shipped to markets outside the county, which would leave 

r8J,OOO tons of Polk county coal that is consumed at home; then adding to this about S,ooo 

tons that are shipped into the city we have the total amount of coal consumed in the city and county, 

which is 195,000 tons. At the rate coal is being mined or produced in this county at the present 

time (annually 350,000 tons) it would take 1,405 years to exhaust the coal beds of Polk county, and 
' 

there would be enough to last Des Moines at the rate it consumes coal now, 2,523 years. 



' ~ 
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BLAC K S WAN COAL CO . 



View of Plant from the Southeast. CARBONDALE FUEL CO.' S PLANT. 
Railroa i Connections, Distant View of Plant, 
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CARBONDALE FUEL COMPANY. 

This corporation was organized in the fall of r8gj, and has purchased the lands of the 

Carbondale Coal Company, and also those of the Iowa Coal Land Company, thus gaining possession 

of a tract of coal land 2,000 acres in extent, and s ituated only a half mile east of the Des Moines 

city line. There are a lso vast deposits of the fine st clay for building and vitrified brick on the 

property. The company has two new railroad sw itches, one from the Des Moines Union, or Belt 

Line, and one from th e old mine to the new ; th ese in addition to the previous connection with the 

main tracks of the C., R. I. & P. R. R. , give rail connections with a ll th e great systems of the west. 

A new shaft has also been sunk to a fine vein of coal, and a new complete plant of hoisting and 

screening machinery, capable of handling r,2oo tons of coal per day, has been erected by the Eagle 

Iron Works of Des Moines. By May 15, r8g6, the company expect3 to have installed at its new 

mine a complete plant of electri<"mining machines. An illustration of the plant and raihyay 

connections is shown on opposite page . 



IOWA PIPE AND TILE WORKS. 

The Iowa Pipe and Tile Company is incorporated, with a paid up capital stock of $100,000. 

It was organized in 1881, and has been one of the leading industries of the city ever since. They 

manufacture sewer and culvert pipe, vitrified drain tile, well curb and flue lining, for which they 

have succeeded in building up a ready market a ll over the northwestern states . They employ 

about seventy men the year round. The plant is situated on the Des Moines river, a little above 

the dam, and on the C. & N.-vV. Ry. track. The clay used is of very superior quality, and the 

supply is unlimited . On the opposite page is a bird 's-eye cut of the plant, taken from the chimney 

of the street car power house. 



IOWA PIPE AND TILE WORKS, 



DES MOINES BRICK PLANT . 
. .. 



THE DES :vrO IN ES BRICK MANUFACTUR I NG COMPANY. 

The D es Mo ines Brick Manufactur in g Co mpany is the oldes t plant of the kind In the citv. 

It was organized in 188g, a nd made its firs t paving brick in 1893. The plant is located about two 

miles west of the city, between the tracks of the Des Moines Union and the Rock Island roads. 

The co mpany has ten la rge kilns, which g ive it a daily capacity o f 120,000 brick. It employs about 

100 men and th e monthly pay rolls run over $3,000. The plant is equipped with all th e fac iliti es 

for and is operated th e year round, with the exception of a short time in midwinter. Th e la rges t 

output of the co mpany in any one year was in 1894, when about 22,ooo,ooo bri ck were made. Until 

the past season the chief market for the product was foul)d in D es. Moines, where the brick were 

used in lay ing pavements. Last year, however, th e larger part of the product was so ld outside the 

c ity, go ing to Davenport, Dubuque, Waterloo, Keokuk, St. Paul , Fargo and other cities. Th ere 

have recently been some changes made in the manage ment of the com pa ny, the following officers 

being elected in 1895: Martin Flynn, president; H . D . Smith, vice-pres ident, and T . F. Flynn, 

secretary. 



. . 

TH E I OW A BRICK COM PANY. 

The Iowa Bri ck Company was organi zed in March , 1893, throug h the efforts o f its p res ident, 

T. M. vValker, on wh ose lands th e works a re located. The build ings were erec ted during tha t year, 

under the supervis ion of B. Jackson, ma nager of t he co m pany. For co nveni ence, no better a rranged 

or more th oroug hly equi pped p la nt can be fo und. It has a da ily capac ity o f 70,000 bri ck, a lthough 

its machine capac ity is much g reater. Over IO,ooo,ooo bri cks were made las t yea r, a ll of whi ch were 

used in th e paveme nts and in buildings in this and oth er citi es. E nd- cut , s ide-cut, repressed and 

g lazed bri ck a re made; and being made o f pure sha le, and burn ed hard , th ey are ve ry popula r for 

building purposes, as they will neve r di scolor, or require painting as do the hig her p riced dry 

press brick. A nd for trimmings, nothin g· is finer than their " rock-faced pavers." The co mpany 

has also g ive11 so me attention to the manufacture of t erra cotta, and a re turning out some very fine 

work in that line. 



IOWA BRICK PLANT. 



UNION STOCK YARDS. 
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DES MOINES UN I ON ST OCK YA R DS. 

Th e Des Moin es Uni on Stock Yards a re entirely new and ve ry conveni ent. They have a 

capac itv of 5,000 hog!i and 2,000 cattle per day. These yards have been completed a t an ex pense 

of from $2 5,000 to $30,000, and are now open for bus iness. A ll pens are well flo ored and shedded, 

with th e best of fac il it ies fo r watering stock.':i:._ They,:are situated in th e south eas t part of East 

Des Moi nes in a co nve ni ent locati on fo r a ll rai lroads to reach. T hey a re equi pped with a fi rst- class 

im proved Fairbank scale of fifty tons capacity. H ave a long d ista nce te lephon e and te legraph wires 

reaching to a ll po ints in th e co untry . 



LIVE RPOOL & D ES MO I NES PACK I NG COM PANY. 

The cut on oppos ite page is the plant o f the Live rpool & Des Moines Packing Co., the la rgest . . 
ma nu fac turing enterpri se in our city, hav ing a capac ity, of 2,0 0 0 hogs per day. They do a very large 

business in smoked meats, the ir brand o f ha ms, breakfas t bacon and la rd be ing th e "Acme o f 

A merican Producti on. " They are sa id to be the only packing house in the United States making 

absolutely p ure lard~;. The officers are 'vV. S. Ellsworth , pres ident and genera l manage r, Li verpoo l, 

E ng land, and H arry \Vest , secreta ry, treas ure r a nd res ident manager. 



DES MOINES PACKING HOUSE. 

q 



Show W indow. 
KORN 'S VIENNA BAKERY, 

Retail Department . Bake S hop. 



KORN'S VIENNA BAKERY. 

Mr. Korn, the manager of this popular bakery, located in Des Moines in 1893 and from th e 

start has met with the best of success and now has one of the larges t and most patronized places of 

the kind in the city. 

Mr. Korn was located in Davenport for so me years where he had a very extensive busi ness, 

but owing to the superior advantages and opportunities found here he was induced to dispose of his 

place of business there and move to Des Moines. A large supply of the choicest of pastries, home 

made and baker's bread are kept on hand at all times so that the most f~stidious may always 

receive satisfaction. Short order meals are served in annexed dining room. On opposite page 

may be seen a cut representing the interior of his place of business. 



RESTAURANT OP' MR E E . GREP'E, 
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from the 'so's up to da te. These boo ks a re free to th e pub lic, a nd are mu ch used. " Co ns ultati o n 

fr ee !" appears co nsp icuously in their exte ns ive adve rti s ing, a nd wh e n patents a re all owed to th e ir 

patrons, they g ive interesti:1g noti ces of th e ir inventi o ns in t he l owa pate nt office reports th at 

appear each week in hundreds of newspapers. 

THE DES :\l O l:'-IE S DAlLY NEW . 

116e Des 1l£oines Daily .LYews enJ oys th e di s tin ction of being th e first penny paper in Iowa 

a nd th e o nl y one in Des Moines. The .News was es tablished :\Tovember 9. t88 t, by Georg·e L. 

McCracken, C. S. Wilson and C. S. Painter. Jn 1883 J ohn J. H a milto n purchased the Wil so n interest, 

and in 1886 Preston B. Durl ey boug ht the Pa inte r third, and except th ese changes the paper has 

been under th e same ow nership from th e beginning, Messrs. :\i cCracken, Hamilton and Durley 

continuing as sole ow ners. Th e jYews occup ies a handso me building next door to th e pos toffi ce, 

and is printed on two mag nifi ce nt perfecting- presses of the H oe and Clause makes, the form er just 

purchased, and the two having a ca pac ity of 45 ,000 completed and folded papers pe r hour. Jts 





Office . DES MOINES DAILY NEWS ROOMS. Co mposing Room. 



engraving and stereotyping departments are of the most approved modern style. Its composing 

room is equipped with a battery of four linotype machines, the first ever operated in Des Moines. 

The News was one of the organizers of the United Press, and owns its exclusive afternoon franchise 

for Des Moines, and holds a contract for the morning dispatc;hes if it shall ever desire to issue a 

morning edition. It is the only stockholding member of the United Press west of Chicago. On 

the morning of Christmas day, r895, the Daily N ews celebrated its recent passing of the point of 

10,000 daily circu lation by firin g a salute of ten cannon in a park northeast of the city. Its 

publishers claim that the Daily News is the first daily newspaper in the State to reach that point. 

The success of the J.Veu·s is attributed by its publishers to its excellence as a family newspaper, its 

independence, its freedom from partisan and factional bias, and its uniform courtesy in discussion. 



DAILY IOWA CAPITAL 

The Daily Iowa Ozpital aspires to be the bes t newspaper in Iowa. Tl1e mechani cal appli­

a nces for th e production of a g reat newspaper are co mplete . Th e es tab lishm ent occ upi es three 

fl oors of a handso me building s ituated on th e so uthwes t corner of East F ifth a nd \Valnut stree ts. 

Th e perfect ing press is the mo'it compl ete and rap id in th e State, pr in ting from s tereotyped plates 

manufactured by the best known processes. H a nd typesett ing has been clone away with and the 

co mposition is produced by a ba tte ry of lino type machines, setting what o ld-lime co mpos itors would 

call a million thousand per week. Th e publishe r of the Cupital is th e ow ner of th e franch ise fo r 

the day report of the Assoc iated Press and the report is taken in th e C(xpita l ed ito ri a l rooms over a 

· special wire furnished by the Postal Telegraph Company. Very complete telegrap hi c reports a re 

rece ived from a ll Iowa towns a nd c ities every day, while th e loca l fie ld is espec iall y well covered. 

!J'lw Capital is publisAed at tAe low rate of ttn cents p e1· ·weelc in tAe city, 01' !J;S ) Jt?' year vy mail. Its 

ci rculation is commensurate with the population and prosperity of th e la rges t c ity in Iowa. Th e 

Cczpital is sent in exchange to every newspaper in Iowa and is probably the mos t widely q uoted of 

all Iowa journals. 



S, N , Spotts , Man-ager. DAILY IOWA CAPJTAL STAFF. Frank Armstrong, City .Editor, 
Hon. Lafayette Young, Ejitor and Proprietor. 



DAILYr iOWA CAIPTAL BUILDING . 
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THE SATURDAY REVIEW. 

The Saturcluy R eview, as the successor of a small suburban paper called "TAe NortA Des 

J1foines P,·ess," made its first appearance April 19, r890, under the ownership of a stock company of 

yo ung men, no one of whom had a very great financial interest, but each of whom was supposed to 

take a hand in editing it. A little later Mr. John M. Pope became its editor, and continued as such 

until September 30, 1893, when the present editor and manage r, Mr.]. E. Clarey, became a principal 

owner and assumed editorial control. It is published by the Saturda)r Review Publishing Company, 

and is still edited and managed by Mr. Clarey. The R eview is an independent literary and family 

.newspaper, giving chief attention to local affairs and exerting a forceful influence in municip;:d 

matters. Its office and editorial rooms are in the Manhattan building. 



TH E R E RD. 

It ha bee n aid th a t D · 'l o in pace f r a turday j urna li m in th we t. lt i · 

th o u ht by ma n) th a t the R ,·d t · th e pa c fo r a turday j urn a li m in D e 1 inc Thi u -

!; ful yo un g pap r i r publi a n in p Jiti It i e nte rp ri ing, a l rt a nd aa re iv in it · dit ri a l 

.a n I bu in e ma n g me nt . l t m pl te ly o ve r th e I ca l fi e ld a nd it ma ny d pa rtm nt a r read 

wi t h in t r t t hr ugh o~1 t th e tate. T h f atu r f t he p p r n : : Edit o mm nt ; 

ty a nd T p i f T ra v I in a fe n ; matcu r . rt; y ling a nd y Ji t · ; 

] a · Ball; and- t h r a r t h r . 1r. ]• ra nk H . P rry, wh wa th e f un I r of lh 

# 
al tm lr'y R 1•iew f lhi ·city and it · bu. in - ma nag r f r five y a r. , i - it · m a naging c lit r ; 1r. · . 

. \\ ' il n, th vet ran j urnal i t , i ia t dito r ; ~ I r. Fr d \\ '. P •rry i · I u · inc · · ma nag r, a nd 

1\Ir. I I nry Tyl r i · a. si-la nt bu in · ma nager. 



PUBLISHERS OF THE RECORD. 

Henry Tyler, Ass' t Business Mana~o:er. Frank H. Perry , Editor. Fred W . Perry , Business Manager 



DR. 1.. L . FRISBIE - Pastor of Plymouth Congregationa l Church. SECR!;;TARY McFARLAND. 



THE MAIL AND TIMES. 

Thi s flourishing paper, which is published every Saturday, is devoted to social, literary and 

musical events, and is the leading paper of its kind in Iowa. It was established in 1879. The 

present owner, Mr. E. B. vVhitcomb, has been connected with the paper as its manager almost from 

its start. and to his pride in his paper, his tact and ability, is due the success and business prosperity 

which makes The J1£ail and Times the newspaper triumph it now is. Th is paper occupies a field of 

its own , and is a welcome g uest in nearly every home in Des Moines; and while other publication!' 

have sought to enter its domain, nothing seems to take th e place of tl~ e old, staunch H ail and 

Times. 

0 • 



W . L . MORRIS ' GREENHOUSES AND RESIDENCE - S. E. Corner of T w enty-sixth St . and Cottage Grove Aven e . 
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IOWA HOIY.ESTEAD BU!LD!NG- ':orner of Third and Locust Sts. 



INTERIOR VIEW OF HORTICULTURAL HALL, IOWA STATE FAIR . 



T HE MO RRIS GREEN H OUSES. 

Probably no industry in D es Moines has prospe red a nd increased more rapidly tha n that o t 

vV. L. Morri s, th e fl ori s t. It was es tab li shed in r884 o n a small scale, but has grown un t il it now 

co mp ri ses t en la rge g reenh ouses covering a lm os t an ac re, a ll of whi ch a re under g lass roof as may 

be seen by tLe en g-raving on the opposite page. It is one of th e larges t es tablishments o f the kind 

in th e wes t- furni shing em ployment fo r severa l hands the year roun d . :rn additi on to his wholesale 

trade Mr. Morri s a lso co nducts a large reta il store at 306 Seventh stree t, wh ere a large amount of 

the products o f his g reenh ouses a re so ld. 



. .. 

FRANK D . JACKSON. 

Frank Darr Jackson was born in Arcade, 'vVyoming county, New York, January 26, 1854· 

The Jackson family moved to Iowa when the subject of this sketch was in his fourteenth year. 

He was educated at the Iowa Agricultural College at Ames. Having served his State in different 

capacities for over six years he retired from publi c life in 1890 to devote his entire time to the 

business of the Royal Union Mutual Life Insurance Company of which he has been president since 

r889. In response to the popular demand the republican party made him its nomin~e for governor 

in 1893, and after a campaign in which he displayed wonderful powers as a public speaker, he was 

elected by 33,000 plurality. 
SIDNEY A. FOSTER. 

Sidney A. Foster is .secretary and general .manager of the ·Royal Union Mutual Life Insurance 

Company, of Des Moines, Iowa. Mr. Foster is a native of Al leghany county, New York, where he 

was born May 17, 1849. He came west in r865. When a boy he apprenticed in the printing trade. 

His first newspaper enterprise in Iowa was at Osage. He continued in the newspaper bus iness at 

Osage and Norwood until r884, when he withdrew from active connection with his profession, as 

editor, and began the organization of the company with which he is now connected. 

efforts have made his company a very gratifying success . 

His personal 

~ 



.. HON. FRANK D . JACKSON . MR. SIDNEY A . FOSTER. 



MAIL AND TIMES-Residence of Mr. E . B. Whitcomb . 
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HON. C . H . GATCH . MR . JAMES A . CALLANAN . 
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MRS. MARTHA COANLEY CALLANAN, MRS . C. HOLT FLINT. 
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MRS. MARTHA COONLEY CALLANAN. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Albany county, N.Y., the 18th day of May, 1826. 

Her parents were Daniel and Anne Coonley; she was the youngest of a family of five girls­

there being no boys in the family. She lived with her parents on the farm until 1846 when she 

was united in marriage to Mr. James A. Callanan, after which time they resided in Albany until the 

year 1863, at which time they removed to Des Moines, Iowa, where they have since re3ided. She 

has always been active in society, having been an active member of the "Woman's Club" since its 

organization, and she has served as president one or two terms. She has also been closely allied 

with the W. C. T. U. movement in the city, and also in the whole State, and has done a great deal 

for the cause of political equality, both by personal influence and by contributing generously 

from her means, and has always proved herself ready to give any necessary financial support to 

this and other causes which are worthy of assistance and encouragement. 

MRS. C. HOLT FLINT. 

In Otsego county, New York, May 12, 1830, Calista Holt was born a suffragist- her ancestors 

all having helped in educating the people to demand independence and to achieve it. She was 

married to C. L. Flint in 1849. They came to Delaware county, Iowa, in 1853, to develop a stock 

and dairy farm. Their three children were born there, and fitted by herself to enter acade'?ies. 

Her husband died in 1887, and in r8gr she came to Des Moines, and has since devoted the energy 

and executive ability she has been forced to cultivate to the work for equal suffrage. 



... 

CO L. D O RUS M. FOX. 

Col. D orus M. F ox , whose able paper on " Capital Punishm ent " in th e March Jllidland was th e 

subject o f much co mment, has just published a book of rare interes t to ma ny, entitl ed" Hi story of 

Po liti ca l Part ies, National Reminiscences and th e Tippecanoe Movement." The book includes 6oo 

pages, and is well printed , profusely a nd ha ndsomely engraved and substantia lly bound . The work 

incl udes "elaborate accounts o f the Federal a nd Republi can parties of th e Olde n Time," of " Their 

Pass ing Away, the Organizati on an d Histori c Acts of th e Whig, Republi can and Democrati c Parties, 

with brie f allus ions to the other politi cal bodies of ephemera l exi stence, together with a n appe ndix 

co nta ining a vari ety of use ful tables," etc. Its auth or, pres ident of th e Des Mo ines Ti ppecanoe 

Club, was one of th e most influentia l o rig inator · of the Ti ppecanoe move me nt , whi ch played an 

effecti ve part in the memorable H arri son campa ign of 1888. H e is a fin e spec imen of th e mental 

a nd phys ical vigor typi cal o f the wes tern pioneer, wh o, in 1840, made the woods a nd pra irieS ring 

with " Tippecanoe and Tyler, too." 





Mr.]. I. Clark was born in Ogle county, Illi­

nois, August 19, 1850, where he lived until his 

fifteenth year, when he moved to Vi ctor, Iowa . 

While in Victor he was extensively engaged in 

mercantile pursuits. In 1879 he with hi s family 

m oved to Des Moines, and engaged in the real 

estate business. Mr. Clark has always made a 

specialty of dealing in fine residence property, 

and it can be truthfully said that he has built and 

sold more valuable residences than any other one 

_man in this c ity. As a business man Mr. Cla rk is, 

and has bee n, very successful in all of his under­

takings and ranks very hig h among the many suc­

cessful and weli known business men of the city. 

MR. ] . I. CLARK. 



HON, ISAAC BRANDT. 

s 

HON . ISAAC BRANDT. 

We are indebted to the Honorable Isaac 

Brandt for many of the historical facts and 

matters of interest concer11ing the early history 

of the city, a nd are pleased to publish a brief 

biography and portrait in this connection, and 

also a cut showing his residence, Cherry Place, 

as it was in '69 and as it is in '96. 

Isaac Brandt was born ncar Lancaster, 

Ohio, on April 7, 1827. He received his educa­

tion in the best of public and private schools 

of Fairfield county, Ohio. On October 18, 1843, 

he was apprenticed to Hezekiah Brooke tq learn 

the boot and shoemaker's trade. For a few 

years he taught school in the winter season and 

worked ~t his trade until he completed his 



.. 
Cherry Place ~s it was in 18fg. RESIDENCE OF MR . ISAAC BRANDT. Cherry Place in 18g6. 



ed ucati o n. O n 1ov m b r r, 1 4 , h · wa · united in marri age with H a rri e t \ Vi e ly , wh o was born 

and ra ised in th e a me ne ig hborh ood. In May, 1850 h e a nd hi you1w wife put a ll their earthly 

possess io ns in a two-h o r ·e wago n a nd tarted f r Auburn , Indi a na, where th y a rri ve I in ten 

lays, afte r driving through mud a nd mire. Mr. Brandt open d up a shoe hop a nd d id a thriving 

bu. iness. 

In pril, 1858, with hi s wife a nd three mall childre n he removed to th e c ity of Des Moines 

wh ere he has res ided ever : in cc. In the fa ll of 1 51
, he e mbarked in th e mercantil e trade in Des 

Mo ines-a nd co ntinued in that bus ine to r seve n year ·. 

Mr. Brandt has held severa l position o f honor a nd tru ·t. In Octobe r, 1854, he was e lec ted to 

th e o ffi ce of s he riff of DeKalb county, India na, whi ch offi ce he he ld for th e te rm of two year ·. n 

January I , 1 67, he wa · appo inted Ass is ta nt Treasurer of tate, whi ch pos iti o n he he ld for 1x 

yea rs. In Octobe r, 1873, he was e lec ted o ne of the repre entat ive of Polk county to th e Fifteenth 

Ge neral As e mbly. On June 2 , 1890, Mr. Brandt was a ppointed po tmaste r of th e c ity of Des ' 

Moines, whi ch po ·ition he held until ug ust 15, 1894 . 



Mr. Bran It ha cl mu ch E hi time a n I m n y p r m t the au E t mp ran 

H rv d f u r t r m - a ra nd W rthy hid Tcmplar th Jn dep nd nt rd r 

Tcmplar [ J wa . H i - a firm a nd d v te I p r hi biti n-r publi a n, ma n f rug d n tituti n. 

a tiv in a ll hi un lc rtakinh , a nd v ry p iti vc in hi c n i ti n 

a n a ti c m mb r f th und rO" r un I rail r ad . 1a ny a 

li g ht f th n rlh ta r by l\1 r. Brandt t h i fr edom whil 

] n th day ry h w::t 

hi s Ia t t ri p th r ug h D 1\1 ine ·topp d at hi h u a nd in 1 arti n 

ma n ha b 11 I d b th 

111 . J hn Br wn , n 

w II e r 11 ld 

wo n gate that i 1 r ~erv d a a ouv nir that n blc ld ma rt) r, wh gav u1 hi life ( th 

I v f th ;\ lr. Bran It ha in hi ~ p io n mu h ( the orr p nd nee to th 

i\T 1 Tol'k J;·ibtttl , i\ w Tod~ Times. and th harl n pap r that had c IT ·p nd nt n th 

g r und dll' in g th tri a l a nd exe uti Qn o f Joh n B r wn , in ]'; mb r an c mb r, 1 - , and 

ra l f hi tt r · t hi wife a nd famil) durin hi im pri o nm nt. Th a rc trul rar d u-

me nt ~ a nd a r now f g r at valu . 



.. H OMER D . COPE . 

0. E. PEARSON. 

Very few photographers have won '30 

enviable a reputation as Mr. 0. E. Pearson, 

whose gallery is located at East Sixth and 

Locust streets. The rooms are richly furn­

ished and artistically arranged, and equipped 

with the latest improvements in instruments 

invented for the business. Hrs life size por­

traits won much admiration. He also made 

a specialty of fine cabinet photos. 

He was very successful as a scenic artist. 

However, some of the views in this work 

bearing his name do not do him credit as 

they were made by his assistants, as Mr. 

Pearson's business made it impracticable for 

him to be absent from his gallery much of 

the time. The cut of Mr. Homer D. Cope, 

published herewith, was reproduced from a 

photograph made by Mr. Pearson. 
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.. RESIDENCE OF MR. F . W. W EBSTER . 

MR. F. W. WEBSTER. 

2VIr. F. W . Webster established in 

the photographic business in the year 

I88g. Hi s business has bee n a 

marked success from the beginning 

as hi s wo rk is deserving of g reat 

cred it, as is shown by the fact that 

his work has been awarded the hi gh­

est prize at the 1 owa State Fair for 

the last two years. H e is p repared 

to furnish a ll kinds =of wor k, from 

miniature to li fe size portraits, in oil, 

water color, sepia and pastel; he also 

makes a specialty of taking fine out­

door views, many of the views in this 

work having been f.v rnished by him. 



RESIDENCE OF II R. L . HARBACH . 



• 

GROUP OF RESIDENCES DESIGNED BY FOSTER , LIEBBE & SMITH . 
Residence of Mr. Slater. Residence of Mr. John Trostle. Residence of Mr. Jess e Wells. 

Residence of Mr. Marquis Younker . 

.. 



RESIDENCE OF MR. G. M . REYNOLDS-Cashier Des Moines National Bank. 

/ 





RESIDENCE OF MR. FRANK BAYLIES, 



RESIDENCE OF HON. C. H . GATCH·. 



RESIDENCE OF MR. WILLIAM FOSTER. 



RESIDENCE OF MR. W . E . BENTLEY. 



j . H . Nichols . 
William M iller. 

GROUP OF RESIDENCES DESIGNED BY C. C . CROSS CO., Architects. 
W . H . Harwood. 

john Newborn , 
Wm. M , Black, 



DR. POTTER'S RESIDENCE. 



RE~!DENCE OF SECRE rAR Y McFARLAND. 



.. RESIDENCE OF MR. F. A. PERCIVAL. 



.. RESIDENCE OF MR. THOMAS HATTON , 



.. 
RESIDENCE OF MR. ] . S . POLK-C. C. Nourse , Architect. 



GEO. S . REDHEAD. 



.. FOSTER BLOCK- OWNED BY MRS. MARGUERITE FOSTER- N . E . Corner of Fifth and Center Sts . 
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THE JOWA PRJ!'\TI:'-JG CO MPANY. 

The ty pog raphy, presswork and bindi ng of th e Jilustrated So uve nir is am ple ev ide nce that 

Des Moines has a publishing hou e in the I owa Printin g Compa ny that is th oroughl y eq uipped for 

first-class work . Thi s we ll kn own house is now recogni zed as one of the leading li thographing 

es tabli shm ents in th e wes t in comm erc ial a nd ba nk work. Th ey make a s pecia lty of co ll ege 

a nd choo l diplom as, receiving o rde rs from eve ry s ta te in th e n1 on. Th e ir va rious depa rtm ents 

inclu de printing, binding, lith ographing, copper plate eng ravi n:s a nd stee l die emboss in g. They 

employ an ave rage of seventy-five perso ns- occupy ing the fi rst, seco nd and part of th e third 

fl oors of their building, each be in g 45x r32 feet, r2o a nd 122 Fo urth stree t. 





TI-lE STAR ENGRAVING COMPANY. 

The Star Engraving Company have been engaged in business seven years and are by far the 

hirgest company of the kind west of Chicago. They furnish a ll kinds of engravings and illustrations 

for the press. They have a large establishment thoroughly equipped with the best improvements in 

machinery and apparatus required for making all kinds of engravings, viz: Zinc Etchings, vVood 

Cuts, both plain and in colors, Ha'If Tones, Electrotypes and Stereotypes, etc. Their half tone 

engravings are equal if not superior to any made, as may be seen by exam ining the contents of this 

work and comparing it with other works of simi lar character, all of the engravings having been made 

by them. On the opposite page is given a view of the inte rior of the foundry. 

u 



CHARLES G, FINNEY WILCOX. HENRY W . WILCOX. 



THE IOWA HISTORICAL ILLUSTRA TIVE COMPANY. 

Th e Iowa Hi stori cal Illustrative Company commenced the compilation of this work September 

r, r895 , and have been constantly e ngaged in th e work from that time to the present. The co mpany 

was organized for th e purpose of publi shing So uvenirs and other illus trated publications. Special 

attention is g iven to furnishing· fine photog ra phi c views a nd engravings of buildings, landscapes 

or any work whi eh demands th e attention and skill of good artists. A ll kinds of engraving for the 

trade are also furnish ed, as cards, le tter heads and various kinds of desig n work. Mr. Charles F. 
I 

vVil cox, the ma nager, is espec ia lly adapted to the work, s ince he Ins for several years previous to the 

organization of th e company bee n engaged in the work of a designer and engraver. H e is the origi-

nator and proprietor of thi s e nterpri se and empl oys such me n as are bes t qualified to perform the 

part o f th e work assigned th e m. Those whose se rvi ceshave bee n o f th e most importance in com-

piling thi s volume are the photographers Messrs F. W. Webster, 0. E. Pearson, Tom Jam es, H . N. 

Little a nd E. S. Gardner, Mr. Gardner furnishin g m ore of the views than any other pne, in fact about 

half of th e e ngrav ings in thi s book were from ph otographs made by him . On the opposite page 

are portraits of th e manager, Charl es F. \iVilcox, a nd spec ial assistant, H enry Vv. Wilcox, who has 

been in the work with him for a short time . 

.. 
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