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Phillip L. South

Janugr vy 16, 1986

Rep. Don Avenson
30 Maplewood Drive
Nelwein, lowa 50662

Dear Mr, Avensan:

We are aghast at the remarks you recently made at the state convention of the lowa

Farm Bureau as reported in the January 4, 1986 fssue of the Jowa Farmer Today newspaper.
Your statements that the “cost-share program isn't used much anymore”, "farmers no

longer have any wmongy for soil projects," and is used now only by "rich doctors and
Tawyers” indicate you really don't know what {s coing on with the program. In Unifon Count)
during the past 5% vears we have had a total of 27¢ applications for the cost-shars
program to install conservation work of fmprovements. Of this total 2 were doctors aad
lawyers of which 2 used the cost-share program and 1 used the no-interest loan program
{the no-interest loan will be repaid in full to the State of Iowa).

We offer the following information to better iaform you of the facts as they exist in

Unfon Co, This information is 2 brief swmary of cur state cost-share ledger for the

last 5% vears,

Fiscal Cost-Share Terraces Structures Diversions Orassed Water & Sed. Appl.
Year ¢ Spent Yaterways Contrel BasinsServiced
1280-81 $60,000,00 $28,903,33 § 4,602.30 ¢ 354,04 ¢ 983,21 $15,157.12 38
1981-82 68,175.7% 33,717.40 11,894.78 465,00 1,518.42 20,580.1% 38
1982-83 62,589.07 34,298.74 7,342,680 840,12 1,007.21 18,600.,40 46
1983-84 90,076.54 53,181.71 2,527.36 - 300,52  34,067.01 62
1534-85 R §2,640,76 51,243,31 8,275.06 - 6,408,60 16,713.79 53
1385-86(6 me, )49,291,51] 31.,295.12 10,799.21 1,288.51 1,926.58 2,932 .08 33

* $92,787.91 total allocation fer 1084.85,

but not spent.

**31428,164,00 total allocation for 1935-86,
obligated but act spent partly because of adverse weather conditions.

be obligated this year.

$66,542.70 (besides the above) has been
The rest will

The balance of $10,157.15 has been obligated

The above chart indicates thers i3 a viable program in Unifon Co. - a program that addresses
different land uses, a procgram that encompasses the county as a whole, not fsolated areas

or one land use area.

dollars to fund the total cost-share reguests in our county,

Also, T want vou te know thers has never been enouch cost-share

Now vou have some facts about the sofl conservation cost-share program in Union County.
The program and the farmers using 1t deserve your informed support, not false and mis-
leading statements such as appeared in Iowa Farmer Today, The state cost-ghare program
1sia¥ :sg:atia] part of lowa agriculture and should be strengthened rather than unjustly
ceriticized.
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Rep. Don Avenson
30 Maplewood Drive
Delwein, lowa 50662

Dear ¥Mr, Avensan:

He are aghast at the remarks you recently made at the state convention of the lowa

Farm Bureau as reported in the January 2, 1986 issue of the Jows Favmer Today newspaper.
Your statements that the “cost-share program jsn't used much anymere®, "farmers no

longer have any woney for soil prejects,” and 1s used now only by "rich doctors and
lawyers” indicate you really don't know what is coing on with the program. In Unfon County
during the past % vears we have had a total of 278 applications for the cost-share

program to install conservation work of fmprovements. Of this total 2 were doctors and
lawyers of which 2 used the cost-share prooram and 1 used the no-interest loan progran

{the no~interest Yoan will be repaid in Tull to the State of Iowa).

We offer the following information to better inform wou of the facts as they exist in
Unfon Co, This information is 2 brief summary of cur state cost-share ledger for the
last 5% years.

Fiscal Cost-Share Terraces Structures Diversions OGrassed Water & Sed. Appl.
Year ¢ Spent Waterways Contral BasinsServiced
123081 $50,000,00 $28,%03,33 $ 4,602,30 $ 354,04 $ 983.21 $15,157.12 38
1981-82 68,175.79 33,717.40 11,894.78 465,00 1,518.42 20,580.1% 38
1882-83 62,589.07 34,298.74 7,842.60 840.12 1,007.217 18,600.40 46
1983-84 90,076.54 53,181.71 2,527.3% - 300,52  34,067.01 62

1584-85 o 52,640,76  51,243,31 8,275.06 6,408,.60 16,713.79 58

1985-86(€ mo, )49,291,51 31,295,312 10,799.21 1,288,501 1,926.58 3,982.00 32

* $92,7597.91 total allocation for 1904-85, The balance of $£10,157,15 has been obligated
but not spent.

*%$148,164,00 total allocation for 1985-86, $§66,542.70 (besides the above) has been
obligated but not spent partly because of adverse weather conditions. The rest will
be obligated this year.

The above chart indicates thers i3 a viable program in Union Co. - a program that addresses
different land uses, a program that encompasses the county as a whole, not {solated areas
or one land use area. Also, I want you to know thers has never been enough cost-share
dollars to fund the total cost-share reguests in our county,

Now vou have some facts about the soil censervation cest-share progranm in Union County.
The program and the farmers using 1t deserve your informed support, not false and mis-
leading statements such as appeared in Iowa Farmer Today, The state cost-share program
is an essential part of lowa agriculture and should he strencthened rather than unjustly
eriticized.




