
Ho~J.ard lor o. Cha 1 rman 
Geral d E. j .ayne 
R1 chard Fr ancois 
Ri char d J. Ide 
Ph1111 p L South 

l(ep . Don AVll!nson 
~·o .ap l e ~ood Ori ve 
t1e l .• ein, I ow §0662 

Uear Mr . Avenson~ 

J nur y 1 . • 1986 

Rooort D. loudon 
r.-ary E. Van Gel del· 
Thomas G. Brayroon 
Steve 1• Fl uck .~y 

We are agha.s.t at the rem .rks. you recent ly f'i'l.ade t tJ e s ;ate convention of the Iowa 
F rr.tl Bur~au as reported 1n the January 4, 1986 issue .of the Iowa Farmer Today newspaper .• 
Your statements that ·the "cos t - sh re pr ogr am isn ' t used r.aueh anyJriOreP ~ "fanners no 
l on er have any rroney for soil proJect .s .,"' and 1s ttsed now onl y by "r1 eh doctors end 
l awyers i ndicate yo.u really don't knmv what 1s gotng on \':lith the r ogram. In t ~ 1 on ,ount~ 
ur1.ng the ast 5Ji years we hav had a total of 276 appli cati ons fo r the co.st ... shar~ 

progr ilm to 1nsta1l conservation wor k of i mpro'te ~.nts . f thi s total 3 \•:ere dt>ctor s. and 
l awyer s of whi ch 2 used the co.st-sh~r'e pro ra ~ and 1 used the no ... i fltere~ t loan progr11.111 
(tht: no~ interest l oan wi ll be repaid i n full to the State of Iowa ). 

We of fi! r the fo11owi nq i nfarmation to b.:.tter 1Gfor ·ou of th~ facts as they exist i n 
Uni on Co ~ This irlforrrtatfon is brief summary of our state cost·share l edge r for the 
last 5~ years . 

fisc~ 1 
Yaar 

1930· fH 
1981-82 
1982 .. 33 
, 983-84 
1984- 85 
1985 .... 86(6 

Cost-Share 
$ <ipent 

$50 ~000 . 00 
fSr,l75 .. 79 
62. ~ 589 .·07 
so. 76 .54 

* c.~ 64(' 7 ** ~ .... , , IJ • 
m . ) 49~291 .51 

Terraces Struct ures Divers i ons Gr assed ·Water & ~''<t. Appl. 
~t ntays Co-ntrol Bas1nsServ1ced 

$2~ (}{)~ 3 t· 4,602 .30 $ 354 . 04 983.21 ,..,15 t 157 •. 12 "-'1 
!)• - · v 

33,717. 41) 1l , 89 ~ . 78 46r .oo 1 ,51J.42 ?0, 580.19 3B 
34.293 .74 7?1142 . 60 840.12 1 ,007 . 21 18,6 0.40 46 
53~1B1. 7 1 ?(f527. 30 300. 52 '4,0£7. 01 62 
51 y243. 31 8 7275 . 06 6,409.60 16t713. 79 59 
31;.295 .12 10,799.21 1 .2~8 . 51 1,926 658 3, 932 .09 31 

* $92,797 . 91 total allocation for 19£!.4 ... 85 . Tht! balam:~ of .$101157.1 5 hu beeR ob1igated 
but not spent. 

** '148,164 . 00 total all ocation for 1985-86 . $6 ~543. . 70 (bes1 d~s the above } has been 
obli gated but not sp1wt partly because of adverse ~ - ather cond1tio~s . The rest wil l 
he obli gate thh year. 

The above char t i ndi cates th rt:: h a vi abl e progra!i} 1n Uni on Co . - a pro ·r cun t hat ddr sset 
di fferent land uses , a progra • that encompasses the county as a whol e t not isolated reas 
or one l and use area~ Aho9 I ··ant you to k.r,aw there sas never . een enou9 cos t -share 
dollars tt): fund the tot.a 1 cost-share r eq\.oests 1n our courJtY, . 

Now you ha ve SOI'~"te facts aboot th'l soil cctrsEn"vation cost-s!l:a re program 1 Union Coun ty . 
The progr a and the fanners us i ng it deserve your informed suppor t.t not f a. lse and mis­
leading state-~r~Snts such as a~pearod in Iowa Farmer Today. The stat e cost -share program 
1s an esse-ntial par t O·f I oHa agri cul ture and s oul d bP. stren. then_ d r-at.her than unjustly 
cr1 t i c1 zed . 
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Rep •. Don Avenson 
30 ~~pl ewood Drive 
De h:ei n $ Iowa §0662 

Dear Mr . Avenson: 

Janua~ v 1 6~ 1985 

We are agh,lst at t hrt rel'!".ar k:s. you r-ecently fi'\.ade at the state convention of th~ Iowa 
F!.H"'f!l Bur Gau as reported 1n the January 4, 1986 issue of the I owa Far"fl!t'W Today nt't!spap~r . 
Your s ta t ements t hat th~ Hcost- share program isn ' t used muc h anyr,cre'' ~ nfanrters no 

~ 

longer have any money for soil projects, u and 1s use<i now onl y by 11r1 eh doctors and 
l a:tt(YersH indicate you really don •t know what is got nq on v!ith t he program. In U'nf on County 
dur1nn t he past 5~ years we have had a tota l of 'l/5 appl i cati ons for t aB cost- shar~ 
progr am to 1ns ta11 conservati on wor k of ir.<!p rovernents. Of this total 3 wer e dfJctors and 
1awyers of which 2 used t he cost .. sh{tre program and l used the no .... 1nt e r es t 1oar1 progr am 
(th~ no-interest l oan will be repai d in f ul l t.o t be Ste~te nf Iowa). 

We offer t he fo11owing i nfol'"I"Mt i on to better irtfon~ }i'Ot: o-f the f acts lis t hey exist i n 
Uni on Co. This 1t1foru-.at1on 1s a br i ef summary of our stat e cos t · sha re ledger fo r the 
1 ast s~a years . 

f iSC(l l 
Yaar 

1930 .. 81 
1981-82 
1982 .. 33 
1983- 84 

Cost -Share 
$ Spent 

$50 ~ 000 . 00 
68r, 175 ~ 79 
62.,589 .07 
9:0 .~076 . 54 

1984-85 * S' 640 76 ** ... , . • 
1985 .. 86{6 m. )49 J291 . 51 

TerreH:es Str uctures Di vers ions Gr assed Wat er P~ ~d.. App1 . 
W~terways Control Bas 1nsSer vicerl 

$28 90~ 3~ t· 4 f\02 30 !JI • - · 1 . .t' ·~ , ..;\ , ~ $ 354 . 04 $ 983 .• 21 $15tl57 •. 12 38 
33,717 .40 11 !t894 .78 465 .00 1 ~5 1 8 , 42 20w580.19 33 
34.298 .74 7 ?&4?. . 60 84.0 .1 2 1 ~007 . 21 18,60(1 • .40 46 
53~ 181. 71 2 -~ 527 . 30 ... 300. 52 34~067 . 01 52 
51 . 243. :11 8?2'7 5 .06 .. 6~408 . 60 1 6 ~71 3 . 79 59 
3110295 .12 10.799 .21 1.2ll8. 51 1 , 9.26 . 60 l/1132 . 09 3:~ 

~ $92 ,797. 91 total all ocati on for 1984-85 . The balam:~ of $1 0 ~1 57 . 1 5 hu bee11 ob1i qated 
but not spent. 

**~1 48 ,1 64 . 00 total a ll ocat i.ol'\ for 1985-85 . $66$548 .70 (besi des t he above ) has oeen 
ob11 gat ed but not spent pa.rt l y because of ildverse weather conditi ons . The res t wi 11 
he obli gated this year. 

The above char t i ndi cates th~re b a vi abl e rrograa~ 1r. Unfon Co . - a program t hat addresset 
di ffer ent l and uses , a program tha t encompasses the countl' a s a whole! not i solat ed ar eas 
or on~ l and use area. .Ah o, I rlant you to k1~ow there has naver been cnou9h cost-·share 
dol la rs to fund the tot a 1 cost-shilr e raquest s fn our c.ourttY. 

How you ha ve sorr..e facts aboot the soil conset .. vatfon cost-sha re progr am 1n Uni on County . 
The program and t he farmers usi ng i t deserve your 1nformed support, not false and mis­
leading statett.ents such as appeared fn Iowa Farmer Today. The state cost-share program 
1s an essential pa r t Gf' Iowa agri cul ture and s houl d be strengthened rather t han unjustly 
cri t ici zed . 


