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Times have changed 
Farming methods have changed a lot m the last 50 years, yet farming is 

the same Seeds are placed in the soil, protected from weed competition 
and with a little rain we get back more than we planted The process used ~ 
require many borses pul ling a Wide array of equipment. It took a lot of labor 
to plant a few acres We can now plant many acres from the cab of an air 
conditioned tractor 

We have seen the change from horse power to traCtor power development 
of hybnd seed corn, w1de spread adoption of commercial fertilizers 
chemical control of weeds and Insects, Change from mud to all weathe~ 
roads, rad1o and T. V , electricity, etc. all in a relatively short period of time 
Changes were not always accepted rapidly, but their benefits were usually 
ackno~ledged ~~d accepted. The change to little or no tiUage before putting 
seeds m the so1l1s another transition in farming. It requires a change in our 
thinking and an adjustment In our management-just Uke the other changes 
I wonder what the next Change will be? 

Only the 
Nl'wspapl'r 

Lyle AseU, Area Conservationist 
SCS at Fairfield, Iowa 

Report 
La Vern Well brenner was ad 

mmistered the oath of office for 
another 6-year term as SCD Com 
miss1oner He was re-elected at the 
November 1982 election Re-elected 
to serve as Cha1rman is Robert Boat 
man V1ce Chairman. Don Chicker­
ing Treasurer, Phil Melvin 
Secretary, Chnshne Botts. Wayne 
Birehm1er, T1m Hooper and Fred 
Hamhne attended the annual SCD 
Short Course m Ames. Jerry Storke. 
who has been trammg as a Soil Con· 
servat1onist 1n our office 
transferred to Elkader, Iowa for 
further trainmg. The No-llll Con 
ference was held m Ottumwa. 

A special meetmg with Jim 
Seaholm party leader for the soil 
survey m Davis County. was held the 
mornmg of February 3 Seaholm ex­
plamed the Davis County soil survey 
progress to date The three soil 
sCientists who have been working 
here are transferring to other areas, 
so a new crew will be continuing the 
Soi I Survey here Questiofl s 
regardmg the survey were answered 
by Seaholm Eldon Weber, AC for 
the Soil Conservation Service, repor­
ted the new soH survey crew will be 
stationed in Bloomfield and should 
be here by May 

The comm1ss1oners agreed to han 
die the no-till planter program this 
sprmg. They agreed to approve np 
till cost share payment on a max­
imum of 40 acres per farmer. Don 
Ch1ckermg and Fred Hamline altCfl 
ded the spring Region 9 SOD 
meeting m Fairfield. 

The annual report for the distriCt 
was published 1n the Bloomfield 
Democrat April 14 The Southeast 
Iowa Hay Grower; AssoCiation was 
orgamzed th1s month with Ronald 
Campbell serv1ng as 
Secretary/Treasurer and Bru~e 
Knapp on the Sterrmg l..'omm1ttee 
Chnsllne Botts completed 20 years 
as secretary for the Davis Co. SCD 

A short d1striCt meetmg was held 
With only routine items to discuss. 
John Lucassen, SCS SoH Scientist. 
started working here in May He 
moved to Bloomfield f rom 
Anamosa 

Lon Cosset and Jearld (Jakel 
Scott are workiniZ m this office dur-
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No matter how you look at 1t only 
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Because there's someth1ng for 
every .nterest, every age. And 
readership keeps 1ncreas1ng­
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The land is our greatest provider. 
What we take from 11, we must put back 
with care and cultivation, In order to 
keep it thriving 

Our efforts In conservation today, 
will enable us to reap the rich rewards 
of our abundant lands for generations 
to come. 

We at the 
State Savings Bank 

Support Soli Conservation 

·---... --

Cantril 
397-2401 

State Savings 
Bank 

Milton 
656-4934 

Pulaski 
675-3370 

Farm & Home 
Improvement Center 

608 S. West St. 

on 1983 activities 
ing the construCtion season Seeded 
a 3-acre plot of Indian Grass at the 
County Farm. Two RC&D funded 
county road structures were ap­
proved and the project agreement 
and maintenance agreement signed 
by Cha1rman Boatman 

here D1scussed the format we will 
use for the d1striCt conservation 
folders to be implemented this year 
The SCD made an amendment to the 
1983 Annual Work Plan to include 
assemblmg conservation folders on 
10.000 acres by December 31. 1983. 
The comm1ss1oners dec1ded to 
purehase a cyclone seeder and allow 
farmers to use 1t rent-free (with 
$20.00 deposit! to use m seeding 
narrow ba~e and steep base 

terraces. 
Conservat1on folders were 

prepared for each commissioner and 
thoroughly reviewed and discussed 
Also prepared by the staff were con­
servation folders on 14,973 acres, 
which were certified by the com­
missioners. The SCD 1984 Work Plan 
was discussed and completed. It will 
be presented for final approval at 
the January 1984 meeting. 

The district discussed and ap­
proved a point system for pnority in 
approving cost share requests 
rece1ved for soil conservation prac­
tiCes within the district. Davis SCD 
had a soil conservation display at 
the County Fa1r held m July 

$32.000.00 was allocated for soH 
conservmg practices in the Lake 
Wapello watershed at 75 per cent of 
cost. Lyle Asell 1s our new area SCS 
Conservationist. He replaces Eldon 
Weber. who IS now serving on the 
SCS state staff as assistant state 
conservatiomst Lori Cosset com­
pletes her summer work here 
August 11 and will be returning to 
her College courses. 

Conservation needs 
use of many methods 

The annual Big Wyacondah 
watershed inspection was held on 
the 13th of September with the Co 
Board of Supervisors and Davis SCD 
comm1ssioners doing the inspection. 
The contract was let September 7 
for two county road <RC&D) struc­
tures. Howard Burch of Sigourney 
got the contract. The fall Region 9 
SCD meeting was held September 14 
levenmg l With Bob Boatman 
La Vern Wei! brenner and Fred 
Hamline m attendance. The Izaac 
Walton League sponsored windbreak 
award was awarded to Jim Botts for 
th1s d1strict. The Dav1s Co. land use 
CommiSSIOn has completed their 
report They met to discuss the 
report in the SCS Office 

Funds for a no-interest loan in the 
amount of $7.197 00 was allotted to 
Dav1s SCD Repayment must be 
made w1thm 10 years in equal pay­
ments Gary Lindgren, soil scientist 
I.Jv1ng m AJbJa. started surveying in 
the district October 3 He will con­
tmue to live in Albia and commute 
here each day Gary Keasling, 
Jearld Scott and Robert Overstreet 
have been workmg in the district 
dunng the past month. 

Several approved practices were 
cancelled by the farmers during Oc­
tober and November because of the 
drought and economic conditions 

It IS seldom true that a smgle soli 
conservation praCtice will solve the 
erosion problems on a farm 

After a rainstorm, corn and soy­
bean fields with no conservation 
protection show the most erosion. 
But in most cases, fields with only 
partial protection have visible signs 
of erosion, too The more the rains 
come, the more apparent 11 is that 
the fields with adequate protection 
are those protected by a combina­
tion of soil conservation practices 

Cons1der conservation tillage, the 
practice of leaving the past year 's 
crop res1dues on the soil surface 
Conservation tillage, particularly 
no-hll farmmg , offers perhaps best 
hope for controlling soH erosion on 
com and soybean land 

No-t1ll farming- leavmg all the 
previous year's crop residues on the 
soil surface-reduces soil losses by 
as much as 90 per cent. But it has 
limits If no-till planting IS done up 
and down hill, seeds or young plants 
could wash out On long, steep 
slopes especially those protected 
only with soybean res1dues, sheet 
and rill eros1on Will be excess1ve. A 
crop rotation wh1Ch allows more hay 
or small grams may be needed on 
long, steep slopes with no-till to con· 
trot erosion In additiOn, there is still 
a good deal of water runoff from a 
no-till field , and the concentrations 
of water runoff cause small gullies 
to form during heavy rains . Some 

method to take runoff water safely 
from a field is also needed- a 
system of grassed waterways or tile 
outlet terraces may be part of the 
complete conservation system 

Terracing is an excellent water 
management practice But again, on 
long, steep slopes, sheet and rill ero­
sion between terraces is a problem 
especially on land farmed in con: 
tinuous rowcrop Some kind of con­
servation tillage is needed as part of 
the complete system 

Your gift can make 
a difference. 

s•aAmerican Heart 
~Association 
WE'RE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE 

TROY ELEVATOR INC. , 

Full Line ADM's Best Feeds 
Bag - Bulk - Liquid (Bulk Available al All Timasl 
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-

Plus Packs - ASP 250 - CXC - Tylosin -
NEO - TERR Also Ava 1lable 1n Super Trales 

New Gain Power Pack - Pig Scour Dosettes 

Services Available 
• Feeder Finance Contracts 
• Grain • Farm Supplies 

We Also Have Bag-Bulk-liquid Fertilizer. 
Fertilizer Spreaders - Custom Application 

Complete line of Soybeans. Seed Oats 
and Grass Seeds. 

Daily Grain Market 

-
ADM 
FEEDS 

CLYDE & JAMES 
ENSMINGER 

KEITH SMITH 

Troy Elevator, Inc 
Troy, Ph. 675-337j 

Troy Elevator, Inc. 
Bloomfield, Ph. 664-1393 

"We support and encourage soil conservalion" 
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Davis soil survey progressing Stewardship 
week is held 

By John l.ucosscn, Soil Scientist 
Soli Conservation Service 

The Davis County progressive sot! 
survey began an July 1980 It as part 
of the Nahonal Cooperative Soil Sur­
vey That means the proJect is a 
cooperative agreement between the 
Davas County Board of Supervisors, 
the Iowa State t:mversaty Extensaon 
Servace the Iowa Department of 
Soil Conservation and the USDA Sotl 
Conservation Servace 

Faeld work for the soal survey as 
beang done by the Sot! Conservation 
Servace A new crew of sot! scien­
tists. John Lucassen, the survey 
party leader and Gary Lindgren, 
have moved to Davis County John 
and Gary replace the original survey 
Crew which have left the state The 
soal survey crew have an office 
loCated at the west end of South 
Street an Bloomfaeld Durang the 
past 3l> years soal scientists have 
walked over many fields. pastures 
and woodlands completing soil maps 
on approxamately 148,000 aCres, or 
about 45 per cent of the county The 
soil survey progress map below 
shows the areas of the county that 
have been sot! mapped and also the 
areas of the county where the survey 
crew wall be makang sot! maps dur­
ing 1984 The soil survey Crew an­
ttcapate complettng soil maps on all 
areas of Davas County by December 
1986 

ln addatton to the mapping com­
pleted typacal areas of soil found an 
DaviS Co have been located and 
described in detail These spots are 
called soal senes site loCations 

TwentY· nanc ol these sates have been 
located and dcscnbed There are ap­
proxamateiy 54 soal series found in 
Dava~ County Many of these soal 
serat's <are found on several slopes 
t the an<'linatlon or the land surface 
I rom honwntall. and erosaon 
<'las.~es The combanalton of the sot! 
senes type slope and erosion class 
result an the ~oat map unit. An exam· 
pte as 222C'2. "bach stands for 222 .. 
Claranda soal senes. C= slope of ftve 
to moe per cent and 2= moderately 
eroded These combanalions result 
an over ISO soai map umts found an 
D;lVas County 

When the soai survey is completed, 
that is all areas are soil mapped and 
all soal senes and soil map units are 
desCribed, the maps, soil descrip­
taons and other information such as 
predacted crop yaelds. soil conserva­
hon needs for each soil type. soils 
enganeenng and recreataonal poten· 
ttal uses , etc. wall be published an a 
book form Thas book will be 
avaalable at no cost to all farmers 
landowners and land users in the 
county The book ttUed " The Soil 
Survey or Davas County. Iowa Will 
be published several years after the 
completton of all field work an 1986 

Anyone an teres ted in seeing a soils 
map or soals destTiptton or sotls in· 
formatton on those areas of Davis 
County where soal maps are com­
pleted. may do so by stoppang at the 
SCS Office loeated at 106-108 North 
Dodge St . Bloomfield. Copaes of the 
tndavadual farm maps are made as 
part of the conservataon plan and are 
furnashed at no cost to the 
cooperator, 

ACP program 
The Davis County ASC Committee 

spent $65,000 on ACP practices in 
1983 Top praonty for Davas County 
as cost-share seedang The County 
Commattee approves seeding of ' 
cropland for SIX years Counting the 
year an whach at was seeded Seven 
practaces for tile terraces. two sod 
waterways. ftve erosion control 
structures ana one water ampound­
ment reservoar were also approved 
for the ACP allocation We also ap­
proved one forest improvement 
practtce 

The County Committee approved 
one Long Term Agreement for the 
1983 year Three years of eonserva­
tton pracltces are bemg put anto use 
on thas farm for a total of $10.500 
eost-share. 

FREE! 
HEAVY DUTY 

Hitch Pin 
wllh your purchase of 

500 lb of selected 
KENT MINERALS. 

Hurry! 

Offer good only 
May 131, 1984 

Jones 
Produce 
Drakesville 

Iowa 

Davis County farmers are conser­
vataon wise and are very conscaen· 
taous about takmg measures to con· 
trol soal erosaon Crop rotatton, hay, 
and terracmg are a way or life on the 
rolhng terram an thas area 

1983 was a drought stricken year 
10 Davas County. Feehng the worst 
as behand them, most farmers have 
rallaed and are looking forward to 
1984 wath opbmasm 

build it 
right, 

and for all. 
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" We Support 
Soil Conservation." 

Bloomfield 
Lumber Co. 

"Across lrom the fairgrounds 
Phone 664-2712 -··----.. -­_._ .. _ .. 

Soil survey progress mop 

f'/A Areas wltb completed soil mapping 

11I!iJ Areas to be soil mopped In 1984 

G ood alternatives 

to field terracing 
In ca~es where forages are used on 

the farm, strapcroppmg or crop rota­
ttons may be selected as part of the 
system rather than-or 10 addition 
to- terraces If the topography isn't 
well-suated to terraces, a farmer 
may inClude some water and seda· 
ment control basans tn lhe system to 
make farmang operaltons more con· 
venaent 

An amportant component often left 
out of cropland conserva lion 
systems as a grassed headland or 
turn strap A terrace or contour 
system wath conservation tillage 
controls sheet and nU erosion on 
most of the faeld, but erosion can be 

LPGAS 

~craous at lhe edge or the field . 
where end rows are planted up and 
do\\n hall. Grass or legumes tn place 
of row crops 10 these areas would 
t'ontrol erosaon 

Because so many vanables are 
mvolved - farming operations, cost 
of conservalton practaces, soil types, 
slope length and steepness the 
~ystem whach fits one farm will 
probably not fit another Similarly, a 
system that works in one field may 
not fat an adjoanang field 

A farm·by-farm and held-by-field 
analysts tS the best approaCh to plan· 
nang a complete resource manage­
ment system for the farm 

Qoh.o> £\\t. \1'5 N££o~b 
--~ W~ BULK LP 

LP MOTOR FUEL 

PHILGAS~ 

B & H Gas Corporation 
Pulaski , Iowa 

LaVern Kline, Manager 
Pam • Rex • Kevin 

Phone 51 5-675-3354 

by Christine Botts 
Each year the Davis County Soli 

Conservation District promotes Soli 
Stewardship Week in Davis County 
Churches by providing materials to 
the Churches Of the County through 
the Davis County Ministerial 
Association The material has been 
developed through the National 
Association or Soil Conservation 
Distracts and is used an soil dastracts 
throughout the nation 

Twelve churches received 
rhateraals the mimsters requested 
for thear church Special observance 
was made either on Sunday, May 8 
or Sunday, May 15 to give emphasis 
that "The Earth as the Lord's" We 
apprecaa te the cooperation we 
receive each year from our county 
churches an usang these speCial 
materials. They are all based on Bi· 
ble teachmgs and noted ministers of 
several faaths have helped with com­
pahng them 

We are stewards or the soil only 
The land will be here for future 
generations and at is the duty of 
every good farmer to be a good 
steward of the land under his 
management so that it wtll be left in 
as good condition when he leaves it 
as when he first obtained the land. 
We need to Create a love or the land 
that will not permit abuse of a 
natural resource so precious to all 
hv1ng thangs 

FOSSILS AUTHE~TIC-
Arthrttic lesaons have been found 

an Egypttan mummies. human 
skeletons unearthed at Pompeii, 
Italy, and fossils of vertebrates that 
hved 200 million years ago. 

Conservation 

stamp issued 
The U S Postal Service issued 

thas new stamp whiCh went on sale 
nataonw1de February 7, 1984. The 
stamp marks the 50th anniversary or 
the soil and water conservation 
movement an lhe United States It 
shows a hand holding a flower, sym 
bolizang the protection of natural 
resources The flower as a bright 
red, the leaves and stem is a rich 
green. The top of lhe hand is white, 
as as all the lettering on lhe stamp 
There as one blue band across the 
hand to represent water and th~ 
earthtone bands for layers of soli 
The background is black. 

• ORO OF MOU'IH SELLS 
OUR FARM PACKAGE 

From one \atid1ed CU\tomer to another, 
the good word spread< at<.clf But only when 
you sell the kand of farm co-er age that we do. 

The FMI Farm SecuritY Plan as o~ good 
package! Alm~t e-enth1n11 on vour farm 
can be covered under on.- plan •.• bualdanp. 
dwellings. their content•. penonal propern 
and farm habaluy. One plan, one lo"' pric~ 

Spread the word! 

iC:\ Farmers Mutual 
~ oflavva 

Baughman Insurance Service 
J Dean Baughman, Agent 

107 II. Madisoa Pilon 664-311a1 

One rdworkin'l id. We work hard to put more 
ofyoursolllntheblack. 

Planning 
Ahead 

Farmang for tomorrow 
begans today We can 
help you achieve a more 
energy eff icient and 
productive operation 

Southern 
Iowa 
Electric 
Co-op. Inc. 
Bloomfield 

You won't find a fertilizer any­
where that wdl get your plants off to a 
qwcker; heartier, mort• healthy stand 
than Cropmatc liqwd. It reaches the 
seedting sooner. And wrth s lighUy 
more than a trace of ram, Cropmate 
tiqwd and its m1rronutnents are imme­
dlatel) available to the plant-no dry 
granules to d1ssolve 

We can bwld more yreld with Crop­
mate's exclusl\'t' ACA add1t1ve m your 
anhydrous ammomil too. Uruversity 
studies shO\\ ACA can average 8.2 
additional bu~hel!. per acre, for titUe 
more than a dollar per acre 

So af you've been broadcastmg a 
dry NPK. now 1s a good t1me to try 
Cropmate liquad. And when you mclude 
ACA, you've grJt a foundation for bet­
ter )'lelds. And it's all based on one of 
the most comprehensive fertility and 
pesticide programs m the mdustry. 

Whv not start w1th a soli test this 
year and let us help put more of your 
soli m the black. 

. One hard workin' partner. 

The Cropmate Company 
Bob Taylor, Owner/Manager 

Bloomfield 664-1045 



RC&D MEMBERS-Members of the Davis County RC&D board are 
(from left): Front Row, Jim Bailey, Ted Eaton and Jerald Jackson. 
Back Row, JoEila Cosset, Ina Thompson, Rick Krell%, Tim Hooper 
and Quentin Johnson. 

Year's activities 

of Davis RC&D 
The Davi s County RC&D 

I Resourc es Conserva tlon and 
Development ) Council 1s an 
organization of local people who en­
courages people to work together, 
develop loCal leadership and Coor­
dinate available resources . Mem­
bers of the loeal council are 

JoEIIa Cosset. Chairman, Alan 
Johnson. vice-cha1rman , Barry 
Sm1th. treasurer , Fred Hamline, 
secretary . Tim Hooper, Quentin 
John son . J1m Bailey , Wayne 
BirChmier. Ted Eaton, Don Her­
teen, Jerald Jackson, Rick Krenz 
and Ina Thompson The program 
does not operate on loCal per capita 
taxes nor does it operate on ad­
ministrative funds from federal 
grants 

The RC&D program is locally 
d1rected by volunteers and assisted 
by limited s taff through the USDA 
Soil Conservation Service, Soil Con­
servation District Commissioners, 
county plannmg agencies and loCal 
citizens. 

The R C&D Council provides 
assistance m a broad range of pro­
jects as d1rected by loCal Citizens. 
The RC&D Counc11 has sponsored 
the Conser va u on Tillage Con­
ference education camps, field 
trails and demonstration plots They 
have conduCted studies and mven­
tories on resource needs and 
evaluated resource management 
systems They ha ve provided 
techmcal ass1stance and secured 
financial assistance for erosion con­
trol , water quality wildlife and 
recreation projects. They may help 
to organize a local project, or they 
actually secure planning, engmeer­
ing, design and financial assistance 
for a proJeCt 

To submit an application for 
RC&D assistance a Measure 
Proposal Application is completed 
and subm1tted to the loCal RC&D 
county council whiCh 1s co-loCated 
with the local Soil Conservation Ser­
vice offices at 106 North Dodge St. In 
Bloomfield 

ProJects completed or presently 
bemg planned mCiude: 

Critical eros ion control along county 
roadways 

The RC&D Council has worked 
with the County Board of Super­
visors and the County Engmeer's of­
flee to complete one project and con­
tracts have been let for two ad· 
ditional proJects 10 Davis County 

Camp Co·Ho 
The County Conservation Board, 

So1l Conservation Distr•Ct and 
RC&D send 8 to 10 students annually 
to the Environmental Education 
Camp The elementary and middle 
school prinCipals and teachers work 
cooperatively 10 providing environ­
mental education materials to their 
students 

Multi-Flora Rose Control Program 
The RC&D CounCil works with the 

other RC&D counties In Southern 
Iowa to develop cost sharing and re­
fund programs to encourage control 
of multi flora rose 

Floris F1re Station 
The local council provided the City 

of Floris With technical assistance in 
developing a successful grant ap­
plication for their hre station 
Southeast Iowa Hay Grower s 

Association 
Davis and Van Buren Counties 

RC&O Councils, assisted with the 
organization of this bay growers 
association this year Memberships 
are $20.00 a year Members' bay is 
advertised by the assoCiation in 
areas of high demand, with final sale 
details handled by the member 
There are informational meetings, 
newsletters and a quallty testing 
service provided. 

Davis County Historical Society 
The RC&D council is working with 

the H.istorical Society to improve 
faCilities and promote the objectives 
of the society 

Warm Season Grass Program 
A test plot of warm season grasses 

•s being established to provide local 
livestoCk producers With production 
data and to encourage establishment 
for a season long forage program 

The 50th anniversary of America' s 
soil and water conservation move­
ment will be celebrated during the 
1984 and 1985, with an intensive ob­
servance on and around April 27, 
198&-the Golden Anniversary of the 
Creation of the Soil Conservation 
Service in the U S Department of 
Agnculture. Thts anniversary is 
much more than the birthday of an 
agency, 1t •s a milestone in a volun­
tary conservatiOn program that bas 
mvolved more than 2 million far­
mers ranChers, and other land 
users. 

721 partiCipate 

721 farms partiCipated in the 1983 
Acreage Reduction Programs and 
PIK program. This program idled 
approximately 32,649 acres of 
cropland that was protected from 
serious wind and water erosion dur­
IOg the 1983 growing season. 

CART INVENTED IN 1937-
The shopping cart, invented In 

1937 in Oklahoma City , is today the 
most w1dely used four-wheel 
vehiCle-except for autos 

FLIES VERY PROLIFIC-
If a pair of houseflies mated today 

and thetr descendants all lived and 
reproduced normally, their offspr­
IOg would cover the Earth several 
feet. four deep, four months from 
now 

Tim's Bumper to Bumper 
makes Hydraulic Hose 

They have 1n stock bulk hose and hose ends. 

BUMPER 
TO 
BUMPER. 
Auto Parts Specialists 

West Side 
Bloomfield 

Square 

--· Aeplel illh The Earth And It'll~ Wil Be Ours 

PRACTICE COIISERV ... I IO~N 
FAI{;fJJTUAL msurance 

Appanoose Davis Mutual Insurance 
Association 

I. Clifford Foster, Agent 
South Side Square 664-2395 Bloomfield 
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How soil survey 
will benefit you 

By Gary Undgreo, 
SCS Son Scientist 

" How will this soil survey benefit 
me?" " How will this soil survey be 
used?" When soil scientists are ideo· 
tifying the types of soil on farms, 
these questions are asked by far· 
mers. The answer is not a simple 
one. There are many different uses 
of the soil survey and the different 
needs of farmers and other land 
users. Some of the main uses and 
benefits of the soil survey follow. 

Farmers use the survey to assist 
in collecting soil samples for more 
accurate soil tests In determining 
fertilizer, Jim10g and herbicide 
recommendations. lt will sbow 
areas where crops are likely to be 
flooded, ponded, or droughty due to 
being too sandy The survey gives 
estimated y1elds of corn, soybeans, 
hay and pasture for each type so that 
a land valuation for purchase or an 
amount of cash r ent can be 
estimated 

So•l Conservationists and farmers 
use the survey 10 plannmg conserva· 
tion measures such as terracing. 

contounng, ponds , gra ssed 
waterways and determining the best 
su1ted US<! of the land, such as row 
crops, hay. pasture, wildlife and 
woodland 

Res•denllal developers and 
homeowners can be provided Infor­
mation from the soil survey to deter­
mine soil related hazards or limita­
tions that affect homesites. These 
are stability of foundations, depth of 
water table, natural internal 
drainage and flooding potential. 

The soil survey will provide loCal 
units of government inlormation to 
determine where prime agricultural 
land lies and whether it should be 
used for development. lt will show 
SUitable sites for sanitary landfills 
and sewage lagoons. Information 
supplied by the soil map of the soil 
survey 1s very usefuJ in tax assess­
ment and land evaluation The sur· 
vey prov•des a fair and equitable 
basis on which to evaluate farms 
Smce one soil type is the same 
wherever it is mapped, a value can 
be ass1gned to that soil type, and 
thus the land valuation will be un­
Iform throughout the county 

ICC provides many 

services for Iowa 
The Iowa Conservation Commis­

sion is the state agency tha t 
prov1des parks, lakes, recreation 
areas, wildlife areas, forests, 
natu r al areas , and cultural 
preserves ICC programs include the 
research and management of our 
fish , wlldhfe, forest resources, 
lakes, streams and other unique 
natural features . 

The Commission also regulates 
hunting, fishing, boating, and other 
outdoor recreation activities and 
helps COOrdinate activities of the 
County Conservation Board 

The ICC has twelve District 
Foresters who furn1sh mformation 
free of Charge to landowners on tree 
plant1ng, management. har­
vesting marketing, and use of 
woodlands The Distnct Forester 
serving Wapello. Jefferson, Henry, 
Dav1s Van Buren, Mahaska , 
Keokuk and Washmgton counties is 
Bruce Plum, Box 568, Fairfield, 
Iowa 52556 Phone 472-2370 

The ICC also has twenty wddlif• 
management biologists who manage 

approximately 300,000 acres of 
public hunting areas and who also 
prov1de assistance to landowners In­
terested in developing wildlife 
hab1tat on private land. The 
biologists assigned to Wapello, 
Mahaska, Keokuk, Jefferson, Davis 
and Van Buren counties is Chuck 
Steffen. His office is located at 1309 
E . Mary, Ottumwa, Iowa Phone 
682-3552. 

The ICC employees responsible 
for enforcing hunting, fishing and 
trappmg laws and assisting landow­
ners with pond stockings and 
renovation are the Conservation Of­
ficers (formerly caJJed game war­
dens ). The Conservation Officer ser­
vmg Wapello and Davis counties is 
Dave Arp, R R 2, Ottumwa, Iowa 
Phone 682-2584 

REINDEER TRANSPLANTED-
Reindeer from Siberia were 

transplanted to Alaska in 1892 in an 
effort to provide Eskimos with a 
new food source. Today about 30,000 
remdeer live in Alaska 

"We Support Soil Conservation" 

Levelcrest 
Dozer Service 
Dozer - Elev. Scraper - Disc 

James M. Baughman 
Owner Operated 

"We Support Soil Conservation" 

Alllbortzld 

Sears Cltllot Mtrchut 
Charta Scott, owner 

Phone 664-2054 
South Side Bloomfield Sq. 

KNAPP DOZER 
SERVICE 

Ponds -Terraces­
Waterways-
Tiling - Backhoe wor 
Land clearing. 

All types of conservation work 

Call675-3&1 0 
929-3267 

Budgets 
Revolving Fund ( 1-1-83 - 12-31-83) 

Balance on hand January 1, 1983 . . . ..... ... . . . ..... .. 
INCOME 

NOW Interest 
Certificate Interest ...................... . 
F1ags 
State Comptroller ....................... .. 
No-till Planting 

EXPENSE 

. $100.63 
510.00 
73.00 

592 20 
3,793.90 

Office Supphes and Expense .. . . . . . . . . . . • . 582 98 
Meeting Expense .. . . . . . . . . . . ... . 249.99 
Camp Tu1tlon . . ............................... 94.25 
SCD Dues . . . ............... , ... 545.00 
No-till Expense .. . ....................... 2,810. 79 
Switch Grass Expense .............. . ... 678.95 
Soil Stewardship Material . . . . . . . . ........... 108.35 

.•. $2,068 00 

Balance on hand December 31, 1983 ... . . . .... . .................... $2,067.42 
1-M Budget 
(Fiscal 1983) 

Total AlloCation ...................................................... $1,736.61 
Commissioners Expense ............................. $1,037.16 
Office Supplies & Expense . .. .. . . .. . . . . . ........... 699.45 
Balance . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . 0.00 

Total Alloeahon . 

3-M Budget 
(Fiscal 1982) 

Total spent to mstall53 praCtiCes 
Plus Practices in Lake Wapello 

State Park Watershed (Special Lakes) . . . 
3-M Budget 
(Fiscal 1983) 

Total AlloCation . 
Total spent to mstall45 pract1ces 

3-M Budget 
(Fiscal 1984) 

Total Allocation ........•....... 
Total Installed to date - 24 Practices ....................... . 
PractiCes approved, but not completed- 18 ........ , • ....... 
Balance reserved for praCtiCes ................ . 
Balance for No-till Planting .............. . 

Accompllshmeots 
(Fiscal 1983) 

.. $64,151.00 
. $64,15100 

$18,!m 28 

$55,068.43 
$55,068.43 

$80,973 00 
$41,770.70 
$31,640.67 

. $904.63 
$6,727 00 

New Cooperators . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 Number 
Farmers Contacted . . • . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . 355 Number 
Farmers Applymg Practices ........... . ...... . ................. 114 Number 
Conservation Planning . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,599 Acres 
Structures & Ponds . .. .. .. .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . . . . .. • . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 21 Number 
Terraces . .. . . . . . . . .. . .................... . ........... 93,205 Feet 
Water & Sed1ment Control Basin ..................................... 8,208 Feet 
Contours .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . ...................................... 311 Acres 
Grassed Waterways . .. ............................................. 3.4 Acres 
Wildlife Areas .. . .. . . .. . . . . ................................... 40 Acres 
Cropland Benefited .. .. . . . . . . .. ....... . ...................... 4,795 Acres 
Cropland Adequately Protected .................................. 3,794 Acres 
Soil Survey Completed . . ............................... 25,151 Acres 

Subscribe to us & keep up 

on the local farming situation. 

The Bloomfield Newspapers 

"We Support Soil Conservation" 

THE RELIABLE 
CULVERT CO. 

All Sizes 
Metal Pipe and Fittings 

Steel or Aluminum 
Plain - Caulked Seam -

Asphalt Coated 
Everything for Your 
Conservation Needs 

Contact Us For Quick Delivery 

Centerville, Iowa P.O. Box 95 Telephone 856-8081 

With p&nc:hase ol a new 
6060or6080 

IWDor FWD b•1olt 
It's one of the year's best bar­
gamst You get a free QUtck-a"ach 
Model 460 loader, less bucket 
Plus. a cash rebate Use part of 
the rebate to buy the bucKet that 
meets your needs- do what you 
want wtth money le ft over Loader 
1ncludes boom. hydraulics. all 
attachmg parts 

Get a Model 450 loader, 
less bucket, free when 

you buy a 61401 
Both offers 1n he u of specta l 
financtng 1n e ffect for hmlled 
hme only Sto p 1n today' 
Alhs<:hllmers reHF\I&S the nghlto tUer 
or Withdraw programs •t1ts optiiOfl 

WE PROTECT YOUR 

PEACE 
·OF· 

MIND 

New 3-year/3000 hour engine 
and power train warranty 

Now you've got more reason than ever to go Allls-Chalmersl New 
3-year/ 3000 hour warranty protection covers major engine and 
power train components for any new current production tractor of 
15 or more PTO horsepower, purchased In 1984. And of course 
you still get one-year warranty protection covering all other tractor 
components normally warranted by A-C. 

And here's more good news: A new low-cost Peace of Mind 
Warranty Extension Plan! It extends your 1-year full coverage to 3 
years/3000 hours-covers everything from turbocharger to 
radiator to injection pump, compressor., steerln~ cylinders .. all 
components that are covered In the orig inal 1-year period 

Alhs·Chalmera reserves the right to alter or Withdraw program 
at lis opt•on W1thout notice 

A ~~ 
~' AWS· CHALMERS 

Old Highway 2 & 63 

Burton Implement, Inc. 
Mike and Pa'll 

664-2339 Bloomfield 

\ 
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Soil conservation 

efforts at peak 
By James B. GuUiford, Director 

Iowa Department of 
Soli Conservation 

Efforts op the part of Iowa '5 soil 
conservation distncts, and the state 
and federal soil conservation agen· 
Cies that support them, have never 
been greater Yet, erosion persists 
as much today as in the past More 
than two-thirds of our state's 
cropland is erodang at a rate greater 
than the soil regenerates itself The 
reasons for this continuang erosion 
are both obvious and obscure. 
managerial as well as physiCal. 

The erosion problem we face is 
dynamic in nature due to the many 
forees that influences it Physical 
factors including slope steepness, 
slope length, and rainfall antensity 
govern the amount of erosion that 
occurs based on the amount of 
vegetative or resadue cover that 
protects the soil The balance of all 
these factors is the result of the 
agricultural management used by 
the farmer 

AgriCUltural management is more 
than choosing seed va ra ehes, 
planting dates equapment 
purchases, and other farm deci· 
SIOnS Jt should anCiude COnSCIOUS 
soil conservation decis•ons as well . 
As crop rotations are chosen, con· 
saderation should be gaven to the im­
pact that 10tensave row-cropp10g has 
on soil erosion As farm equapment 
as purchased. consideration should 
be given to adopting conservation 
tillage systems that hold down farm 
costs and save soli As fields are laid 
out for planting, consadera lion 
should be given to planting on the 
contour and leaving grassed 
headlands, waterways, and buffer 
strips. The cost of acres lost from 
crop production as not nearly so 
great as is the benefit of reduced 
erosion 

The Iowa farmer continues to be 
the best farm manager and crop 
producer 10 the world The manage­
ment skills that farmers have allow 
them to deal with erosion at the 
same tame that they produce crops 
Our soli conservation districts are 
committed to helping the farmer in 
thas regard 

Dastracts across Iowa have 10· 
atiated the Iowa Soil 2000 program 
and are beg10mng to contact their 
farmers through development and 
distrabution of conservation folders. 
These conservation folders contain 
anformation that describes both the 
nature of erosaon occurring on each 
farm and the production and yield 
consequences that sustained erosion 
causes The folders also offer alter· 
nataves to treat erosion and offer the 
services of the soil conservation dis· 
trict an developang conservation 
management systems to control ero­
saon In years to come, all farmers 
can expect to receive this informa· 
bon . 

The Department of Soil Conserva· 
lion, through soil conservation dis· 
tract , also continues to be committed 
to provide financial incentives to 
assast farmers who need permanent 
soal conservataon practices to solve 
thear erosion problems The Depart· 
ment 's cost-share program is funded 
at an all-tame hagh. and now is com­
plemented by a no-anterest loan 
program to assist low net worth far· 
mers Details of these programs can 
be rPCeived by contacting the Davis 
County Soli Conservation District of· 
fice 

As stated above, our efforts to ad· 
dress erosion problems are great. 
We look forward to 1984 as a 
milestone year toward initiating 
new and susta10ed ~fforts toward 
helping farmers meet their soil con· 
serva tion needs 

FmHA knows value 

of soil conservation 
The Farmers Home Administra· 

lion supports the work of the Soli 
Conservation Service an Davas 
County. Over the years, FmHA has 
noted that famalies who take care of 
the soil and are good stewards of the 
land make financial progress. 

On all Farmers Home Adm10istra· 
bon farm purchases we are en· 
couraging families to sign up as 
cooperators with the Soil Conserva­
tion Service DistriCt, to partiCipate 
in ASCS cost-share and use S.CS 
techniCal services to improve and 

SNAKES IN TEMPLE-
The exotic island of Penang in 

northern Malaysia as often referred 
to as the " Pearl of the Oraent. " In 
its perhaps unique Snake Temple 
poisonous snakes curl among the 
temple carvings crawl over the 
joss·stiCk stands and wrap them­
selves around branches of potted 
plants. Yet no visitor has allegedly 
ever been batten. ... ·- ·- ·-
• 

preserve their farms . It just makes 
good sense to use USDA programs 
that provade cost-share. technical 
servace, and long-term financing to 
amprove these farms 

Farmers Home Administration 
loans for soal conservation practices 
when other forms of Credit are not 
available These loans can be used 
for estabhsh10g permanent pasture, 
ponds. water control structures, 
terraces, grass waterways, basic 
land treatment including lime. fer­
tihzer. seedmg, fencing, wells and 
water supply systems for home and 
livestock use, and pollution control 
facalitaes for livestock wast.es. 

The interest rate on Soil and 
Water loans through Farmers ijome 
Adm10istration is 1()3(4% with a max· 
amum 40·year repayment period 
The Davas County Farmers Home 
Admanastrahon Committee deter­
mines ehgibihty Applications may 
be filed at the FmHA Office, 106 N 
Dodge Street, Bloomfield Ia , 52537 .. ... - ... ·- .,., 

Donald Kirby Tiling 
ADS Pipe 

'• ·- .... 

Phone 642-3499 
Moulton 
-·- ·-

WILL THE NITROGEN 
YOU APPLY BE AVAILABLE 

TO PRODUCE THOSE 
BUSHELS? 

With regular nitroge n, )'OU can 1 be· ~ure 
Most "'trogen loss occur> on June and July 
Research has ond~eot<d that 20 to J():t ollh~ 
epP~n1trogen can be-lo~t•nonegood h, ln 
1he com crop ~s ow r hell 1ts n1trogen 41 
tassehng and s.lktng to produt• )1<1d 

Thats ,..h)' we r«ommend Slab•hzrd 
Nottog~n ko ..,.. nottogcn you con ~ptnd 

on It~ •mmotHie 1n the SOil hke P and K.. tt s 
not lost to thos-e "J)nng anO summer nuns 
W1th Sl.>b1hzed Nouogen. you con be sure tile 
pounds )Ou apply ore O>'OIIable lllrooghout 
the gro>Mng ~f"ason ll\'aLLable to produce 
fll4~rnum ~1eid'5 at he~ 

Come !toe'e us fot a fertilizer progmm you 
can dtP<'nd on all seo<oo loog 

KAISER 
AGRICULTURAL 

CHEMICALS 

Carl Clark, Manager 
Telephone 722-3293 

Drakesville, Iowa 

.. 

Agriculture 

agency 

personnel 

\.. 

r 

SOIL CONSERVATION COMMISSIONERs­
Members of the Davis County Soil Conservation 
District commissioners are (from left) Don 
Chickering, Phil Melvin, LaVern Weilbrenner, 

Bob Boatman and Wayne Birchmier. Don Her­
teen, Tim Hooper and C.l. Heady were not pre­
sent for the picture. 

SCS STAFF-Those making up the staff at the Davis County Soli 
Conservation Service office are (from left) Roger Fry, Fred 
Hainlin, Chris Botts (seated) and Julie Falcon. 

FmHA STAFF- Those providing the services of the Davis County 
Farmers Home Administration office are (from left): Front Row, 
Mary Ann Fisher, Mary Belle Davis and Brenda Comer. Back Row, 
Tony Putt, Doyle Schmitter and Jerry Mozingo. 

Farmers: It's time 
to flex your 
muscle and 

practice good, 
tough and 
economical 

soil 
conservation 

measures. 
An,Arnh .... , the soli you save could be 
yours or your son's or daughter's . . ... 
FDI~ 
Davis County 
Savings Bank 

Bloomfield 
Office In 
Moulton 

ASCS STAFF- Members of the Davis County ASCS office staff are 
(from left) Mary Jane Foster, Donna Hutchings, Deanna Herteen, 
Evelyn Humphries, Susan Moore and LuEtta Whlte. 

EXTENSIO~ SERVICE STAFF-The Davis County Extension Ser­
vice staff consists of (from left) Lana Minnick, Susan Hooper, 
Robert Musselman and Carolyn Pickrell. 

FmRA COMMITTEE- The Davis County Farmers Home Ad­
ministration Committee consists of (from left) Delbert Tarbell, Bob 
Boatman, Floyd Porter and Jerry Mozingo . 

John Deere's Mulch Tiller completes 
tall tillage Mulch Finisher follows 

up in the spring to prepare a 
planter-ready seedbed. 

Th1s 1s the era ot conservation tilla g e a nd 
John Deere otters you a true conse rvahon 
tillage team - lhe 712 Mulch Tiller a nd 722 
Mulch Ftnisher 

You can work nght behind the com bine With 
lhe Mulch Tiller to complete tall tillage Sizes 
from I I lo 21 teet Work d own to 1 1 inche s 
deep 

Follow up m spring With the Mulch Finisher 
and prepare a planter-ready seedbe d -
sizes from 12 lo 30 feet . Also Incorporates p re­
plan I chemicals See us today 

Bloomfield 
Machinery, Inc. 

Pho ne 664-1517 
Route 4 

Bloomfield 
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