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I OW. DISTRICT f5S 

Second Annual Reoort 

0 1946 

IHTRODUCfiO!J 

!he calendar -7-;~r of 1946 has added -twelve months of life to the 
District and eight months of technical assistance to farmers witb.in the 
District. 

·ork Unit Conservationist .Ralph H. Bush reported for duty . on Mt:a 1 and 
·Aide lbwa.rd K. Va tkins on Jul7 1. The arrival. of S.C. s. personnel. of course, 
added one and two more man-power capacitJ to 811Y conservation program 'that the · 
s.c.s. D1_s-triet Conservationist and the Extension Service staff had been able 
to execute p reViou.sl7. 

Work groups that had been organi~ed for several mo.nthe waited very 
patiently for planning •mea. When that serrte.e became available group 

embers responded splendidly to requests for them to do some personal plaDn1ng 
and to sue;?!estions for further improvement in t heir farm ope?atioll, p rog·rams. 

DIS!RIC'.P DEVELOPMENT 

Work group No. 7 in Lenox and No. I in Honey Creek townships have been 
formed during t he year. Bo. 7 eontaine 19 f'arms with 3094 acree. No 8 contains 
10 farme with 1580 acres. 

Onl7 two new groups in one year may seem very small expansion. However, 
the six groups . with which this District year began are more than either the 
soil sur~eyor or the unit conservationist could cover. It was considered 
inadvisable to have very many more 'fOrk group s unservice~ and idly wa.i tine. 

The end of the year found the District 'With 8 work groups. well distributed 
in the county, containing 115 farma totaling 20987 acres. As the planning 
program developed farm ow.nere near established districts ask ed to have their 
farms 1nclude4. It has been possible to do tba.t for most of the requests. 

In Group 1 Von Jones was forced to withdraw because his landlord vouldn 1 

cooperate. In Group 4 Lowell Churchill chose to discontinue ,his association 
w1 th the District program. 

Soil survey has been completed, or very nearly so, on 70 farms in Group 
1,2,3,4 and 8. That leaYee 45 farms in Groups 5, 6 and 1 yet untouched. 

A.COO TS 

Between January 1 end Ma7 6, when Unit Conservationist Bush began work, 
District Conservationist W.J.~. Boatman assisted the county extension director 
with a demonstration :prograJn supplemented with se.rviee vi si ta to other farma. 
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Contour lining demonstrations were hela. o 
in Dayton,. Paul Miller and Fred Gingerieh ln Gr 
L. J. Michalek in Honey Creek, Clark e. Blnrich 
c. D. Rumple in Pilot, Mervin lii~bee in Sumner 
Imhoff in bo::v. 

farms of Paul Kelle7 
• White Sister• in Hilton. 

in Lincoln, Harry Haaek and 
d Geor~e Schindler and Orle 

Service vistte were made to the fa. 
Ed L. Swartzendruber, Chaa. Hannon 
in Hilton; Morse Bros. in Pilot; Fr 

trick in ftllmore; 
nd Johnston in Greene; Earl Wh1 t 

Ja.eob! in Sumner and S.D. Blythe 
Troy • 

. In March District Conservationist :Boat 
6 on prelimina.riea for gr-oup aeti vatioa. Maps for. only Group 1 
but they were .used in e.ll the meetings to illustrate _ what 

.; would eventually have for hie own tara • 

-
. 

In tabulated form the work done mq h summarized after this fAshion: 

umber of N ork Gro·upa 
·umber of farm11 ia groups 

fotal aerea in those farm• 
·eet1ngs held 

Commissioners 11 
Stoup interest 12 
Group planning 
Other _ 
11m'ber of widespread contacte 

(non-cooperator) 
ewa articles writte 

(County. Extension Dil"'eetor ha 
additional soil eons•rratl 

stories in papers) 
onths planner present 

ber of plans coJill)leted (In Gro 
3.4~ 

bar of acres in thos 

COOPERATIO 

1, 

115 
20987 

31 

lJS 
1 

8 

3' 
589 

The County Superintendent o~ Schools .. Miss Cl,eone !-!iller, is veey 
mt1eh interested in soil conservation and she has projected tha t interest 
into a e ourse of stud7 on conservation in the rural schools. 

Begun 1n 1945. it has been enlarged in 1946. 
was originally planned by a group of the most eonser-va.tio:n 
in conferen·oe with the superintendent. It vas ·designed 
pet"iod. but the better tltaehers supplemented the outlin 
extend the time spent on conser-vation, even to as much 
some schools. 
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h aehool. · in addition to- lesson outlines. hae- in its libra.17 several 
reference books on soil eonservatioD. Simple demonstrationg on such eoneerva­
tioJl factors as the growth of plants in different k1Dds of soils and the aetioa 
of water poured or sprinkled o• little· mounds of dirt were performed. Field 
trips were made for observation. sometimes to a contour lini~ demonstration 1n 
the eommunity. Into. school programs a ttended bJr. 'Parents were f'requent17 injected 
soil conservation -numbers. -

!hough not much has been done· 
conservation c-ommiss1oa,.- tha t is in pr 
is anxious to have a ~art in 

rengo 

In order to get the ma.xi.mw a.moun t o'f soil conserva.tio n Iowa County-
farms the District Oom.mi ssionera deeide-d that 1I'.Or:e c 11 s.hed b7 workln 

th gro11ps than individuallT • . · 

The County Extension Director has been quit 
pertaining to soil conservation and has t 
group-s of from~ to 20 farmers in _district-

J.t the 
oil treatm 

At the fi meeting they are t 

.. 

Group application will follow group plann1n 

et1ve in educational wor.k 
responsibilfty- for setti-ng up 
there is· aufficient interest. 

first meeting 1 
lan_downers and 

ie!ll a :petition 

ion prev.en-tion-l)re.etlces and 

heir own f, 
is worked out 

r to ·y-ear 

e 

soils technician to aecompli:sh more actual soil conservatio 
done by individual contaet.a. 
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!he -program for 1947, when s:c. w .• 

time. is considerably larger than in ·1 

In· ta.bul 

~ 

--

Informati 

Conse 

Rel 

T 
limit of 
oft 
if noth1n.!?. e 

D""ta: J , 

·orm the objeeti inelude th 

.te of 

occurrence. 

o. 55 Commi 

r'7 lJ, 1947 

1 will be available thro~h t tire 

1 tema: 

9 
107 

75 
5 

50 

)0 ' 

8 
4 

15, 

·ing• 

three .or the present 
the.t lack ot soil maps. 
that those who are 
tak.e the rleceesar.r steps 
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IOWA COUNTY SOIL C<ESERVATION DISTRICT -If 55 

Third Annual Report 
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Though another calendar year ha dad to the life of tho district, 

ocomplishments have been curtailed by reason of tlw loss of Aid Howard 

K· at kin on July 1, 1947. through Con£ressional' retrenchment: 
.. ., 

Therefore, ·•. • t:.t. 
' )'II-" '~/ II 

th District ha had twelve onth of f 

months of aid's ti Of necessity t 

I .. 
planner.! s time but only 

"'. amount of 

~ .. - ~ 

ervice render 

than the District Commdssioner desired. ·· t"' .-.;~ ~-' •• 
•. ,.,. l ,.,.-
., . - }} . I If 

y 

Acknowledgement i de or and appreciation extended for ssis tano 
~ 

~... J. •, • .;., 

' . ~ 
~n .. 

•• l 

•. ·· .... 
rt~ ~ • .,. . 

·"'· ... ' 
'"'•· 

given th soil conservation program-by noies , corporation 
(. ,. ~. 

nd indi vid- .: • • \ ~ . .:.· 
~ •• _.a. 

( II ,. 1'.1 
\. 

0 attempt .. is mad uals within and near the county. 

list but among ~hose ho ha 
"'..) ' • 111 

cooperated are the 

complete ..... ., 
- "" 3~- • ... .. ~. • I . ~-:- ~ .. , : I •- · ; 

!fit!£ - _"C:l I ... _· · I 

, Extension~··:·q 1 ... ~~~/ •';.,. ~~~ • : ,- .. ,, ~ 

t. 

service, ban rs. far.m machin~ry d ler and . othi r's • . 
.. 

' .: ~ •. -
• 

- ,- ~. . ~ . . 
!'J I' 'V .. -1/J 

1 ' l .. 
The di stri ot has expanded through the aqdi tion of work group No. 9 

... 
sumner and Hilton, 10 in York.- 11 in Greene,' '\12 cont"airifug th 

socEty, and 13 in English and Pilot • • These gr~ups}to~al 46 fa 

ores in the the 2.4868 AlUWJ.a S ooiety trac~.· ~· 

~· ... . ' 

·t'! •. } •''• 

...... 
. . ' ) 

Thro u~h news pa. per at-ti o 1 • ting ith oivio gro'u 
I .. 

training o la and through contour pidwing cont .. 
I .. 

tian district in th and field day, th xisteno of B. soil o 

has been emphasized to the public. ~ . ... . ...... ' ~ ' ~ , ... , 
leotion of commissioners Vias held at a·· oublic 'tme ~ti 

... 

Dr• G. M. Browning, SCS, was th 

the six year term to succeed R.G. OWen 

-<Ill' • ... 
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orse. resigned, were Edward ' t 
.I the four year term to rep lace .Earl 

.. .. ,. .... ~ . ., 
I" - ~ Kinsey and owen Tompkin R. G. OWen and Ed Ki~ey re elected for th ... ,. 

ix and four year ter.ms respectively. ·~ 

In the re-organization of co.mmissionero, sbach s re -elected 

chairman, Zentmire, secretary, and at later date, Kinsey s chosen t ·o 

serve as treasurer. • . .: 

Farm plans were completed on 45 more farms this year, bringing th 

total in the district to 75. As the soil survey s completed and th p 

ecame available for new ~roupe, Farm Planner Bush held eries of eting ... ' 

usually three, vd th membero of the Group. Explained re. the maps, the 
)_ . 

soil types and their cape.bili ties and ch cooperator was asked to draft 

soi 1 management progr sui table for his farm.· As the individual 
~ . 

planning process developed, -the operators• proposals war tudied and 

desirable changes recommended. Under a system of this kind the coo~rator 
~ 

feels that he has had a gr t ·deal to d~ith detennining his program, usually 

not realizing how much has been led to right oonolusionD. J_ •• 

Technical help has worked la.r gely with groups. An exception is th 

farm of Carl Lester in Lincoln township. Lester needed and wanted a con- ., 

serva.tion program established on his far and ,n effort was · made to form 
t 

a work group in that community. !he effort didn't "take" so the cam- · 

missioners instructed the f planner to continue 1 th the Utster farm. 

demonstration farm in that community., 

Beginni~.g on the last day of rch and continuing through April 18 

a series of ~~ contour lining demonstration re held in all townships 
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:1 xcept Honey / cr~ek. Iowa. Lincoln and Troy. Handling these demonstraticna 
'f .... -· 

I , 

.I 
were the di~trict commissioners, SCS technicians, AAA personnel, the FHA 
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suoervisor and the county oxtensian director. · Later an when "' .-. 

service to t hose cooperators who wanted help with contour linilJg. the . requests .• .. 1: 
> I 

were habdled by AAA .con:ani tteEnnen , SCS technicians ' · distriot c ommissioner . .. .. 
and the ocunty extension director. served in this w. war 146£' rs 

for whom contour line id an 3673 acres . Additional .servioye of 
-

un~ volum· as given by experienced farmer nswering neighbors ""requests 

for help. 
..: 

reparation for thi serie of d stration d rvio 

.. _. 

visits .... .. . 
one day training school in the oounty at which District Ccnservationiat 

H. Roward Oak served as instructor.· ·~· 

District commissioners in Keokuk, Johnson , shington, and I ow: 

counties met quarterly 1·or program in. the field of soil conservation . 

out of these meetings grew the 4-county contour plowin£ contest and field 

•' 

!'-

.~ 

day on the River Ranoh far of A. C. Ginge rich just outh of North Engl ish:. 

lowing c c. ntestants w~ re limited to two per county. Thai r nmnes , the 

days program, lists of contributor o011tained in the attached 
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descriptive copy of th vent . Plae won by each contestant is ·recorded .. 
•f· .. , . "it. 

ith his ne.m, A f i uanc:tf\1 statement for t he event is also attached. 

The day was splendid for the oooasion but the unusually l itht rainfall 

de plowing very di ffioult. · 
.,. 

o acknowledge tre ir sistance 8lld to further A-cquaint them lfith th 

~ ... · r 
' 

.• 6-."' 
• I 

. ... t 
} 

J • 

l .. 
conservation needs and practices. the commissioners have given'· each f I -..., t 

contributor to the plowing oont 
I 

oonaervati~ m8gazine. 

.., ........ ... 

t pre wn fund 

.~ I 

ubsorlption to 

... 
J •• . ..., 

- ... 

-= ·, .. .,.' : .. ~. 

t ,.,;, 
- .. 

o;.J'' ••. 'J. ... ') 
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unique oontaat 
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~' ' " tration 

iven in the fall. ionor ' Kins lso instructs.'t: a class in th 
' . ' - ' . ... .. - ~ -. 'Jo I • -' 

veterans. f He" ... e.nd institutional-on-the-farm .training course .for "nifli t 
• ,\ I, :• ~[I 

rm Planner Bush arranged the demonstration on tb fe.rm"or ane of :;the.~ . . 
etarans enrolled. result of the interest diapl 

t. .. • ·. 
1 • • -- f 

for veteran: students a ~contest in 'ji}:lioh ee.oh".ton ,. .... ,., ,,- . -~ ' 
tion, Kinsey has ._. 

~ , . 

A 
''(' 

... ! 
I'( 

~ 

... ·- . .,..,. . 
"'· ·~ . . ·' 

A ~ ~ -. 
fter it will provide"\.,.: ... :~\' r .- ,-, ... 

.. - ,. 
ntering heal 

• • ..... , ,.e:;j ·.tt ._f - ll ~ i 

•. '. J • . «. :- 'II 

,... J ' '~ ,1>- 4 4 ~ contrasting information to the judge~ .-
~4 

•;;.. 

--
A prize 1 ist is_ being arranged ·so that ch entrant',twi l l 'receiv· .. ' 

-· ... l r· It ,_ "" 

somethine:. top award is · a purebred rilt. Oth~rs are supplem*ntal 
-1~ 

rioal feeds and oash. 
.. .... 

. . t; Sy- ·,.. 
• 11 

ore than 45 veterans have filed their entries in the contest. . .... 
--1 

.,.. 
~ ...... 

The in vi to. ti on to reoei v· quantity of Fischer bromegrass seed 
I a 

or vari 
' " from contamination ·,· · ' ,: cepted, but · no ~ field f~ 

.,~· 

and othe rwis suitabl 
. .: . ' ';_ 

could be found. · · · " 
'1 

I• • I 
~~ 

-r· ·~ . ~ :;{'­
~ ~3 ~ 

Cooperation of contractors with dirt movin chiner! is being '- . .. l . • ·.! • • .) 
t • .. ~. 

sought. Favorabl res pons ha: been received but no agreements · are · '(l' 
. /"" • • • . J l • \ " 

,.;--

yet signed. til di tohe;·s and s~vere.l bulldozers 1e.nd ii-:'·. 'L • •• .... 

big blades for irhose us greements 
• J ... -, - ·''- ... ..., ... ~ • 

Y be ~ arranged... .; · ~.Js.~ "'. j~r. ·'... "~
1

'" 
-~ . ' 

• ~ <IJ • .. ...... '1 

tins! of district J - • This district v 

commissioners, a.t th ississippi Vall oonferenc 
_,) .. , .. 
for .co~ssianers and .... .. 
It oaoh ~v~nt1 .... :~ r • . ~i' ~ ~ '_ •• ·~ 

·' ' ' ~ l . •' •' '4t • r t 
Ji"' I ... -., a ' '*'"'' ~ .Joll • ! 

' I '"' ... • "' •.:._ ·,.. ,. rf I. ~ 
: "' • ~~· ~~... . . .... i 

I 

m the aronautics -cy• 
~., 

conservation '.air ' tour. 
~ - ~ ... -.. 

representative. .,. 

,. I 

Commissioner Kinsey 

District. No• 55 has filed it entry i.~ th Goodyear soil conservation :: "<-.,_ ,, ... ! 

-.... i ... ·~:· ,.,·) -
'• . .... ~:., ·~ ~ ... , ... 

In the 3 tables presented next are . stat~ st ical sUJIIII9.ry State~en~s.· '• £.;~_-.. ·. ~, ~ · ~ · ~ .,.:wt.• .. f --..-
of 1947 goals and accomplishments ·~nd ~'f ~i94B goalS .• · .

1i •·. 'f..:."'..': ~1:·· f'fi~;.· · -

·, 
contest. 
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r· ... ..,.. . v • :· .{r. • ~.,.· J ~~ ,~ ...... R.,.ill ._t ,..· :_-.... .... J• 

·- -· -~---- - ' . ~ • \ .. . it.,!:~' .!Jf ~. "'- ... rs __ ~ 



DISTRICT ACTIVITIES -
Goal Actual Attendance Goal 
1947 1947 1948 

Conservation Education 

1. General interest meeting 8 1 13 15 

2. News items 26 30 

3. Training s ch oo 1~ 4 2 19 1 

4. Demonstrations 15 16 835 20 

~ 5· Contour plowing contest 1 1 5000 1 

6. Tours 5 

1· starting practice meetings 
New groups ; 

Goal Actual Goal 
1947 1947 1948 

Farm Planning 

1. Groups to be organized 
for farm planning 9 5 5 

2. Number of applications 
f' or farm plans 107 6o 6o 

3. Number of farm plans to 
be written 50 45 45 

4. Number of e. ores to be 
mapped 12000 28196 10000 

5· Individual applications 
for farm plans l 12 

6. Farm planning meetings 
with neighborhood groups 8 12 



CTIVITIES 

Actual Attendance Goal 
1947 1947 1948 

1. Hold monthly :meetings 12 75 12 

2 . Hold 4 joint meetings with 
district commiasi aners in 
four districts 4 lOB 4 

3· Sign agreements with local 
oon tractors. 0 3 

4· Hold annual meeting with 
cooperators 1 37 1 

5· Conservation movies 7 490 6 

6. Meet with civic organizations 11 228 4 

1· New seed distributions 1 2 



C<ESERVATI 'NS PRACTICES -
1947 To date 
farm farm 1947 
plans plans Widespread 

1. Contourtng (acres) 2114 2114 4305 

2. Grassed Waterways (l.ft.) 57.529 57529 5500 

:;. New pasture established (acres ) 28 28 205 

4. Terracihg (teet} 2112 2112 o / 

5· '.rili.ng (ft.) 7411 7411 11.775 / 

6. Diversions (ft.) 75 75 1850 / -
1· strip cropping (acres) 25 25 6o / 

a. Fertilizer (acres) 570 570 420 ./ 
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In addition to the 1948 

the statements present goals for th comin ya~r~. 

·~ . 
ol.• ...... '· 

~":- :· J; 

s , 
• J 

, 4 1' i..tr~ 

,?."'..:4..,..._ ,.,. .... 
~ -';' ~ ... ,~ I 

eting with bankers of tha county is rtia lly e.rre.nged , ,l eomoletion 
• A 

to be accomplished in February . Beoaus_e their business brings ·them into ~::· 
& 

dvisory contact with many farmers , it B himly advisable to acquaint 

" 
them with the soil conservation program _planned by coop3ra.ting agenci 

... 
in the county . 

' .. 
orking agreements wi.th heavy machinery operators will be completed 

as quickly as possible. Requests from several farm.e.rs are now on fil 
<: 

for such servia~. 
J • 

... 

District No. 55 is in a 24 mile square county in whic~ towns oooup,y ~ 

only a small pDoportion of the land area . ·· A,._Pproximately 366, 000 e.ore s 

re available for soil conservation ' treatment of some eharaoter . 

Currently there were about 6500 acres oo*toured, 1090 acres under 

strip cropping practice: 12622 acres tiled in the dist~c~~ program and 
• 

25 miles of terraoe constructed~ 

. ... 

.... ,, !. 

, 

'I .... 

i 

" ... 

~. 

.:. 

... * ... 

New work groups will be set up as the time . ..,.see right to do it . 
~.·;.' ..,. ,. 

'\. • < l· ~ 
: .. ·~ J 

For.ming groups a long time ahead of wh oi 1 mappih:lg can be done t end- ' ~ 

to diaoourae:e further :rartioipation . Additional soil surveying· s ~r:rlo 

1 needed . .. .. l 
.··~ 

.• 

In fact a.ddi tional ' technical help fo.t ~planning i sorely .n ded . 

the present rate of progress it ~111 take 48 years . to bring all farm 

the district under pomplete conservation plan~ ~ ··~ .. ~fore the year 1996 

unchecked erosi en end other malmanagement !"ill have destroyed many 

fjlnns that can ill afford to lo~u . 

! 
I 

7 Additi~ of more trained pera~~el 
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Of course the a.ddi tiona 1 tim, ould call for additional pay; Another •• " t 

or~ day aaoh week would increase by approximately_~@nty 
,I~ 

.mount of urgently needed _sorvioe that could be given·. . .. 
-

I • ~ ... , 
~ . 

recommend this change. ~-; t ~ ... r 
:. 11114 ,... . .... -. .. 
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