
ANNUAL REP • • • • 
~~Mills County Soil Conservation District~~ 

FORWARD 

In looking back over the activities and accomplilhmenls for die 

~~: :::,on~·cJl ~e~r•~:~a't!oi:~~le~t~~ O:.:n~pl:e:~~. ': 
Only through tbe help and support of everyone can we earry 

out a succe!Sful program. 

do not mean farmers alone. The So1l Coruervation Di.!tricts are. no 
longer able lo restrict their 1ct.ivkies to the farms Each year brmp 

We would hke to say ''THANK YOU" for the exCC'IIent coopera­
tion ot the churches and schools of the county_ Also to th e: Mills Co. 

~~d c~~u:. ~:oJ!~~:!t !!!~dfm:~~~~~e~n clu::'~d ~~~~ ~af;:~o:e~~eco':t·se~a~~ ~~k;a~: :arv!~; ~~d~gr~~~~~~ 
~reas and rt'Creational at1'1 development 

C\enwood Opinion-1ribunr. thr Mills County Board o! Superv•sors, tbe 

!"n°d~g~~~~n;h~h!ad!~at:rv~~~hcl~fb~!~d t i:!nfn ~~~~n~n~i;i:~ Elth year new problems develop in the field of conserVIl\011 
In tum , the role of Soli Coruervat1on Districts has expanded lo J!!Cc:t out a succe:.ssful Soil and Water Conservation Program 

~3u~~:~":ifse~~ ~~~~~~: c!~d~i:n~: ~o~d~~:r ~e~~~eect~gr:O~~ 
~nlrolllng erosion and pollution resulting from new .construction on 
highways in cities and towns., from feedl ot and chenucal wastes and 
from Industry and urban areas. 

1970 Mills Co. Soil Conservation District 
This annual report covers 12 months, June 30, 1969 

to June 30, 1970 of Soil and Water Conservation activities 
for the DistricL 

Ldt to rltbt: Harold 'hdldt. WWJam Staey, Albert Wasbbura, Myroa 
Joan, Carl Gl"H.D. Staadl..u.&: AsaU&aat Commlulone:n RO(« Jacksoa a.ad 
Gl~· Stell 

U.S.D.A. Soil Consenation Service Personnel 

Robert D. Loudon -------------District Conservationist 
L. Preston Grissom ________ _______ Soil Conservationist 
Leo M. VanFosson ________ Soil Conservation Technician 
Gerald I. Bower _________ Soil Conservation Technician 

State Personnel 

Geraldine Pavkov -------------------------------Clerk 
Ruth Stevens -----------------------------------Clerk 

Area Soil Conservation Service Personnel Assisting 
E. 0. Aust _______________________ Area Conservationist 
Richard Birchmier ---------------------Area Engineer 
Lewis Clark ----------------------Area Soil Scientist 
Margaret Haley --------------------------Area Clerk 
Blanche Oline -----------------------------Area Clerk 

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES 
-Annual lolaJntenance: lnsp(ctiun wu held on Pony CrHk Watershed 

-Conservation Work Boob ""~"' ordered for all ltiU1 County Sc.hooU. 

- Mllla County chan&e:d to a ~ Commluion~r Board. Rt-~lected was Albert 
Washburn. New Commiuione:n e:lerte:d were: Harold Tackett and Wil­
liam Stacy, Roger Jacluon was appointed Assistant Commissioner 

-Bids we:no let for Site: 21. Part 7, Pony Cre:ek Watershed Howard Sonon· 
sen, Sorensen Conatructlon ot Underwood wu the low bidder 

-State Aid Edward Sands left for a two year tour with the U. S Marines 

-Annual report printed in the Malvern Leader and the Glenwood Opinion­
Tribune. 

-Albert Washburn re:~le:cted Chalnnan for the District Commiu ionrrs 

-Robert Loudon. Myron Jones and Gerrie Pavkov attended the 23rd Annual 
Confe:nonce for SoU Conservation District Commiuioners in Des Moines 

-Clerk attended News Wnting dinic in Crelton 

-Robert Loudon took part in "Ca!"ffr Day" at the Nistma Valley Scbool 

-Oik~~~g~= ;:;.::~ ~:P=d~~':: ~i:u8i'.,! ; 3~~ :~: 
$1~.00 to Betty Wilson and 4th prue $10 00 to Reta Rowe 

- Projert Agreements for Part I and Part II , Pony Creek were sicned 

•- District paid $110 NACO dues 

- E. 0. Aust enteced on duty as Area Consrrvatlonlst In Sbenandoah. 

-Trees planted at Nl.shna Valley School to form an outdoor classroom. 

-Conservation Work Books v.ere: ordered for the 70.71 School year. 

-Geraldine Pavkov, Clerk nosigned 

-Two young people sent to +H Conservation Cam p at Madrid 

- Tuition approved for Corinne Boldra to attend Springbrook Teachers Camp, 

- Rutb Stevens assumed duties u Clerk II for the District. 

Mills County Agricultural 
Stabilization And Conservation Service 

The Mills County Agricultural Stabl\iution and Conservation Commit· 
tee is responsible for the adml nl.stntlon of the Agricultural Conservation 
Program (ACP) in Mills County 

The rost sharing money madr available to our county for the past year, 
was used to help farmers perform conservation practices on their farms. 
Some: or the practices carried out werr le~el. bench cut and fill , diversion 
and basin terraces, sod waterways and structures_ The eost sharing paid to 
farmers amounted to approximately ~'!L of the cost of the work done:. This 
was a change from thr pre\·ious yen wben wr were able to pay a highrr per­
cent of the CQSt of the work Also, In 1968, the contractors wen- rrquired to 
su bmit bids on the v.ork lo be done: 

We in ASCS are proud to be part of a team, with SCS, in completing 
these long lart\ng conservation practit't's which are 1 benrf1t to our county 
as a whole, as well as the: individual farmer 

The members of thr Mills CouDty ASCS Committee an-: Vern Sell, 
Chainnan ; Rew Burg01n, Vice-Ctua.irmlll , Guy G. Grindle. Jr .. Membe:r; lbe 
~:a!'b·~~ ~~f:s"' ' M Bower lllld the Ctrrk in charge: of the ACP 

Farmers Home Administration 
The Farmers Horne Admln\stratJon, an agency of the United Statcs 

:f:~~:~la~f c~~~eu;!!!~l!s a~~~~ot!~a~plpcop~e w~~~:'':,bj~~:v:S~~~ 
Farmers Home: Administration Is to rtrrngt~rn family farms and rural com· 
munities and tn reduce rural poverty. 

Some of the diHere:nt loans wbleh we have at present are Farm Oper­
ating. Farm Ownership, SoU and Wall!r Conservation, Emergency Operatang, 
Water and Waste Disposal loans and llltlllts, and Rural Hous ing loans. The 

~fl!s!"ih~~~~~ ~~f~~~gnuvt~it~~:! •r,~'m:r ~d~Fn~r!tf:~sm~~! 

~~E~r=~:~f~!~~-~y£r;~!t::~~d~~:st!t :~h~~:~i~: ~~:~ 

County Extension Service 

today. RWhue:~C:r f~ ~eS:~'U:re ~!l:rDd Th ~~~se~n:C~~1~io~S~C:U~Y h~: 
~r~~i~~~=te~1::1)u~~er:•!i~~b~:r wr!!~~~~pt':'~J~1~i:n~ 
proje:ct for urban and rural people to •orll on together. A proper soil con-

~a~:~e/'\hatc~~~P ~~i'!!;'Jn ,:;~~ o?~~~~n:r ~~t~~e~ well as quantity. 

The Extension +H Committee wisbes to thank the: Soil Commissioners 
for their support of conservation wort.sbop delegates. The rncouragement 
gh·en the youth Is appreciated 

Conse:~t~o~~~i: ~d~~cfe;!ft ~~a~~ ~~t;,~o~~~ ~e P~~ 
~~'r:;u:g!ullt~~~e~~!';s:!e:':oJ" .!'~ll!a~::'n!>lil a!! ~f ~n;\~~tyan~ 
tbe: tutu~ 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
The Mllls County Dlstrict is maR appredatlve o! lbe financial assiJtanoe 
fumisbed by the State Soil CODRrvatioa Committee to further Soil Con!er­
vation in the County. 

I·M BUDGET 

Alloc:atioo 7-1~ -------------··-·-- ----------------------' !KlO.OO 
Expenditures 

Mileqe ·---------------·------- _______ $ 8.'15 
Office Supplies -----------------· ------------ 88.~ 
Pranting ---------- ·-------------····----- 98.00 
Coolest PrU.es --------------------- --- ------- ~.00 
Office Expense: ---------- ____ ·-·····-------- 245.12 
Me:et.ing Expenst~ ·-···----- ----- --~---- ~------- 8.14 

BaJance on hand 7-1·70 --------- ---·-···------------------$ 1.14 

Z..M BUDGET 

Allocation --------·-· --------···--------···-···--------- -S4.414.00 
Clerk Salary ------------------·-·-··-···- ------$4,~01 

Balance on hand 7-1-70 --··· --·· ·--·-·-·---~ -~------ ~------$ 63.99 

SUMMARY OF WORK 
New Co-operators ------------------------ No. 15 
Co-operator Contacts --------------------- No. 259 
Basic Plans ------------------------------- No. 43 
Plans Revised --------------------------- No. 12 
Diversions ------ -------------------------- Ft. 1,850 
Drainage Ditch ---------------------------- Ft. 19,530 
Waterways ------------------------------ Ac. 15.4 
Basin Terraces -------------------------- Ft. 7,060 
Level Terraces ---------------------------- Ft. 47,510 
Parallel Terraces -------------------------- Ft. 153,425 
Tile ------------------------------------- Ft. 28,501 
Land adequately treated ------------------- Ac. 6,376 
Consultive Services ----------------------- No. 26 
ACP referrals serviced -------------------- No. 111 
News Stories ----------------------------- No. 16 
Meetings Attended ------------------------ No. 63 

Albert Washburn, Chairman 
Myron Jones 
Carl Gnoen 
Bill Stacy 
Harold Tackett 

Tree Planting 
At Nishna Valley School 

Stnd~U at Nlsh.na Valley 54-bool at Hastl.np. loon, are plctnred. here 
ldtinJ out one ol the: more than 100 d.Uferent trees plaDt.ed for the se:bool'1 
new arboretum. Sclenee and agricultlll"t studenll under tbe ruld.ance o1 
Mills County SoU Coase:rvatloa District. CoaservatiOilbt Robert D. Loud.oa 
ud 1dence kaC'ber Rlebard Moll(ID bn-e planted 37 varieties tbll sprill.J. 
Piau eal.l IIW C'(MIIplec.lon (D the: Sprinl" ol 1971. 

WAUBONSIE CREEK WATERSHED 
The: work plan for Waubonsie: Creek Watershed was pnopare:d in August 

1967 11te watershed is located in Southwestern Mills County and Northwest 
Fremont County. Total acreage within lbe: watersbed is 29,510 acres. Tbe 
work plan calls for the installation of 32 grade: .subiliution structurrs of 
which 28 will be located in Mills County and 4 wiU be in Fremont County. 
Sixty-five per tc!nt of the: landowners witbin the watershed bave aicned a peti· 
lion to form Waubonsie Cnork Watersbed Sub-District. The MiUs County Dis­
trict Commlssionrrs an- prrsently baving a t1tle: seardl made and the sub­
district w11l be formrd In the very near future:. 

A major portion of the upland treatment has been accomplished within 
the watershed boundaries. The upland treatment practices Installed by the 
local landownrrs are terraces, both broad base and seeded back slope. basin 
terraces, gras.sed waterways and structures. 

Thrre hu been a general shirt in land use during the put few years. 
The major shift being cropland seeded for use as pasture and hayland Bee! 
cow numbers have incnoascd In this general area due: to the cropland shift. 

The: Mills County Board ot Supervisors are co-sponsors of the: water· 

!~f1d J~f!~ e~ls~!~s b~~~~ ~~bu~d~~~ o~~~t';~~~~;r!.tfi.'~n~d ;:~~ 
effort between Mills County and the Soli Conservation Service 

There are 1-4--4 farms in the Mills County portion of thr wate:rshed.. It is 
plannrd lo let a contract for construction ot two Grade StabUlution Struc­
turrs duriDI the fall or 1970. However, actual construction may not brgin 
until 1971 

Crisis In The Countryside 
By D. IL WUllams whlle he was Ad.mlnlsVator ol the 

SoU Coaservatlon Service 
Toda,y, there is indeed 1 "erisis in tbe countryside" - or rather, two 

aises. One is the continued wastage of the: land through erosion .and UD· 
~:bf:r C:':om~~er1~!u~eco=~a~~~an·s partial SUCC'tSS. This Is the 

Wby this complacency? Perhaps it is because the need for increased 
con.trrvation measures does not immediately strike: the eye:. The super· 
markets are full-today_ The: dust may not be: blowing-today_ And so we 
concern ourselves with the big headlinrs--wars, space, missiles, murders! 

The1e are serious matters indeed. But, we lose more: of our land e:vrry 
~ar to silent erosion than we have ever lost, or shall ever lose, to a foreign 
foe. Wbere Is the battle cry for lbls? 

What happens lo the: eroding lands in Mis.souri and Montana affects 
us more d~\y than our landing on the moon. Where an- the pleaders for 
this? And-no matter what v.·e:apons of the: futuno we de:ve:lop.-the mMt 
modern army in the world atilT travels on its stomach, still depends on the 
bountiful earth we take for granted. 

Do not misundrrstand me. Our activities around the v.orld, and out 
of it.. are vel')' necessary But I wil l firmly believe: to the end of my Ufe that 
there is NO work more important, now or for the: future . than con.te:~ 
and enriehing our own land, the: bu1s for our hfe, our living, our national 
wealth. 

Yet, we lose rach year, through rrosion and other fonns of prevent· 

:~e t~~b~~~d~:~e:S:-~r:~! ~J~:;-~1rS~t~f!~·~~do( TI:! ~dr;:~ 
ev~l')' ~ da,y1 for highways, factories. housing and so on Our rivers coD· 

~~~~!~t:!d/~~~~:}~i:F~:::~!:-!s:;~:h w~te:!u~ur!.!a ~~p=~ 
Yes., our supennarket.s are: still full . Our t ime hu not run out. But, 

quite literally, the: sins of our fore-fath ers are being vis1tt'd upon us. We 
cannot afford to be as wasteful m the: futuno, if we: de:sirr our cbildnon's 
childnon to inhe:r1t an a!nue:nt America We must plan more: intrnsh·eJy, 

f:r~o~~d~~r· !t'.~ ~~~~:r~lyru~n~:ri~~s'Jr':!: S:i~ t~,:!~aTe~ 
We call our land "God's country." and it Is. Let us clearly acknowl· 

~i,'"st'!~~~.~ J~e \0hek'~tC:a;:es~~s~"::.Stbh~e~!~dofa~~h:e~pl~ ~~~h~C: 
conser\'atlon Job Is far from done. Thirty Pf'rC'ent of our land 1s being prop­
erly treated What about the 70 pereent? 


