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The  first  official meeting  of  the  Davis  County  Soil  Commissioners was  held
September ¢9,  19th.    The  first  commissioners  chosen  to  represent the  district
were  P.  W.  Spilman,  Chairman  and  Fred Melvin  and  Dale  Blackwell,  Secretary
and  Treasurer.

Since  that  time  the  district has  developed into  a well organiaed,  progressive
di`strict.    Fred Melvin  served  as  a  commissioner until  his  death,  May  3i  1951.
At  that  time  Harold  Baughman was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of
Mr.  Melvin®    Harold  Baughman  is  still  serving  as  a  cormission®r  in  1963®
Pearl  SpilmaLn  retired  as  comrriissioner  in  September  1958  and  Clay  Barnett
was  elected  to  serve  and  is  serving  at  the  present  time  as  Chairman  of  the
board.    Dale  Blackwell  retil.ed  as  a commissioner  in September  1962  but  still
remains  treasurer  of  the  district®    Sam Botts,  Jr.  was  elected  in 1962
to  serve  a  6  year  term which  he  is  doing at  the  present  time.

ass  since  organization  of  the  district we  have  had  3  ITren  serve
Conservationistls.    They mere  lt31and Mccord  who  served  fran

April  19h5  until June  195h when he  resigned  to  take  a position  in  foreign
wor.k.    Clay  C.  BaLrrsett  replaced Mr.  Mccord  in  October  195h  and  served  this
district until  he  retired  from the  Soil  Conservation  Service  in  October  195'8®
Verle  M.  Arnold  came  to  this  district  in  November  1958  and  is  serving
at the  present  time.

Through  the  years  there  have  been  a number  of  office  clerks  hired  for  our
district  office.    They are  as  follows:

:g#::i:ys£:hn::ezp£::::#ein#:Lve¥%8:I:t£Li;3±)ApriLL950)
Rovena  MCMains   (July  1951  until  Sept  1951)
Mrs.  Virginia  Pirmell  (Ocb.1951 until  February  1952)
Donna  Dunlaw  (February  1932  until  May  1952)
Elatne  Bowling  (May  1952  until  Febrmar.y  1953)
Joan  Huffhan  (March  1953  until  May  1953)
Shirley  Iiorton  (July  1,  1953  and  resigned  as  Mrs.  Shirley  Candy

July  31,  195h)
Loretta  Jarvrfu3   (Aug8Bt  2,  195h  and  resigned  as  Mrs.  Loretta  Angapurger

christine  Botts  tE::±|L5,LZ$3j  until present  time )

The  first  Annual Meet,ing  was  held  November  29,  1951  and  each .year  since  then
an  annual  meeting  has  been  held.    The  first  contour plowlng  contest  was  held
in this  county  September  22,  19h7  on  the  Leslie  Bates  farm.    Our  district
joined  the  Iowa  Association  of Soil  Conservation  Districts  first  in
november  19h7.    Contour.ing  demonstrations  were  held  on  the  Charles  Mathews
farm operated by Ed Johnson on March  22,  19h8®    inEli-rrfflthecerrmissfaaners~±fRET€hambe.r®£rfeermerceritrREIl
hoLrThrerfe5FSHHrT±tT.organjrzafforh



As the work load became greater in our district more help was needed to 
help in the layout work . Since the beginning of the district the follo~dng 
men have served as technical aids: 

ight Keeler p 

Jack Chamberlain-
Charles Gandy 
Lester Veatch 

Burdette Stamps­
Harvey Clover ~ 
George Smith 
Eugene Francis _ 
Larry Harper --LaVerne Weilbrenner · . ~ 

Teddy Dixon ·- ~~~ 
At the present time Eugene '\is working full time as Conservation Aid and 
Teddy Dixon is working as part- time conservation aid 

n the spring of 1954 the District Commissioners voted to sponsor scholar­
ships for teachers to attend Conservation Camp at Spring Brook Park. The 
following teachers have been given these scholarships through the years 
until the present time: 

Glenice McCullough"" 
Dort~a P~.fir.l Evans,.. 
Mrs . ~:' ft.t' {}lasgow,.. 
Mrs . Davis Hughes 

...£di th Gibson ,to 

Mrs. Icil Parks -r 
Kei t.h Lagle 
('~"" ~ \)6 

Si ce 1956 a nQueen of the Furrow" (later changed to "Queen of Conservation•) 
has been chosen each year in Davis County. The inner and runner-up have 
competed. in a regional contest each year and from the regional nn rs a 
state "Queen of Conservation" is chosen. In 196~ our queen was chosen as 
the regional queen and thus competed in the state contest . The list of 
queens and runners-up follows : 

1956 
Donna Payne - Queen 
Velma Biles - Runnerup 

1957 
Susan Stoker - Queen 
Karen McMains - Runnerup 

1958 
Jane Ann Whirrett - Queen 
Karen Ellenberger - Runnerup 

1959 
Barbara Johnston - Queen. 
Sandra Forsythe - Runnerup 

1960 
LaVera Smith - Queen 
Carolyn Sullivan - Runnerup 

1961 
Diane Miller - Queen 
Linda Harris - Runnerup 

Held at Pulaski Centenni Program 

Held at Drakesville Reunion 

Held at Drakesville Reunion 

Held at Drakesville Reunion 

Held at Drakesville Reunion 

Held at Drakesville Reunion 



1962 
Kay Clyman - Queen 
Barbara Allen - Runnerup Held at Drakesville Reunion 

*Regiontl Queen of Conservation in 1962 Wo"~(D_1.11k - ar1._1,Lil.d- ·J (.LLMJ t-~Ct---~ -1, 
~~ . 14~~. "~ ff:.~~ ~1~~ cJ-'ttft. [O\hO-k~~CL{[Li5t1~ ~~o4 
MKr~~57~r"1n~~~~ andctalHng · th farmers in the ~ 
Big Wyacondah Watershed area, the Commissioners approved and sent the · 
Watershed Application to the State Soil Conservation Committee . This 
was accepted for a work plan agreement, April 25 , 1962. Several special 
meetings have been held in regard to the work and planning needed before 
construction of the Big Wyacondah Watershed. Meetings were held Dec . 10, 
1962;; March 25 , 1963; and June 28 , 1963. The March 1963 meeting was held 
with the Davis County Board of Supervisors and ~t themeeting it was 
agreed that the SuperVisors will levy a ~ mill when needed for maintenance 
o the structures built on any watershed developed in this county. The 
Jttne 1963 meeting was called to explain the operation and maintenance 
of the Big Wyacondah Watershed and the two sponsoring groups--Davis County 
Board of Supervisors and Davis County Soil Conservation District--signed 
the "Operation and Maintenance Agreement for the Big Wyacondah atershed11 • 

A 11 Project agreement for Part II of the Big yacondah Watershed was also 
signed by the sponsoring groups . 

The Application for Assistance for both the orth Wyacondah Watershed 
ru1d Carter Creek Wate shed ere submitted to the State Soil Conservation 
Committee for Approval June 6, 1963. 

The Des Moines Register and Tr'bune has sponsored a contest each year 
since 1953 whereby Farmer Cooperators may be honored or outstanding 
work in connection with conserving the soils on t heir own farms . inners 
from the Davis District

1
through the years are as fo lo1s: ~Ae la c &tJ Bic,ane .-e,/d 

(l/ew. pfle.-\"5 ha.ve · {~~e,l'l"t&d' jllq\aved- p lt~tq()e. +o ettc..-h d ts+ ¥• t- W i n ne\,"" 5 tn C~ 
+ "'-se- 1/'tQ~ VIA I'YI o "'' '"'4. +-Q. d , V1 1 ~·s 3 o 19 3 . I ~ 

I Konrad Gottesche (t) 
II Glen Lanman - Mrs • J . W. Lanman 
IIICleo Rinkenber ger 

1954 
I Dewey Harper (~J 
II Robert Singley - Mrs . Myrtle Singley (* 
III Wendell Nicklin 

1955 
I Cargile Bollman (.J-) 
II Gene Hof man - Dr . Edwards 
III Glen o. Smith 
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