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CRtObltt $1oH Wrltorl 

BLOOMFIELD, lA. - The 
water shortage is serious 

on hundreds p=--• 
of farms 
t h r o u ghoul 
sou tbern 
Iowa - par­
ticularly in south cen­
tral and southi!<!Stem areas 
-with weUs and ponds dry-

on HunclreJs of 5buthem Iowa 
ltci<illY severe here. 
wa~ s h o r I a g e is 

on ill. r y fall 
,. ...... r · la ustom~ry 
WilDt. de of subiiiJ" 

mo&ur• and little 
pr!'I .. Valilln in Jlle Corm or 
sno~ this winter. 

The SCS emplo)·es agreed 
that it wiU take a lot of snow 
or rain to get water Jlowlng 
into wells, restore s~ re­
serves and provl41o( W,!lf' 
needed for gQPd crjji. Ylllt&' 
io 1964. 4 • 

"We hope for a lot of early 
spring ~;ain$," said Ford 
" A lot of farll)ers are hauling 
water from~Osceola. FQHr 
have lnstaUe tanks <lp ~lr 
true~ £nd, doing cu m 
hw,Willf .'. • "-
~.said theJJfi.'ater'~qi"'so 

lol !i fl<!nds la!;t7au {~wn to 
three or four feet}, thl.l ~ny 
frqre dry later on. A lot of 
fisll perished. Even the larger 
ponds have water levels quite 
low, he said. 

Arnold said many poii&U in 
Davis Coun~ .are quite low 
or dry and tbat there if little 
or no water In the 60 farm 
ponds bllilt io Davis Coun(1 
)asl )Car. He said Ui S. 
cost-sbar~ !fUght on 41 re­
quests noWipelidi.ng. 

Farmers want bigger J>90dS 
bUilt. Arnold said, ~~t 
will have a largec wa~ 
ply. to ~arry tbem through 
dry periods. 

Gene Duffi~ld. Bloomfield. 

I has been tiauling water to 
farms within a 20-mile radius. 
He charges $6.50 for .1.500 
gallons on a &-mile hauL-

"Wbat malce1 It worr.e is 
th11t many farmers have a 
lot of livejiDck up around the 
buildings ~here it is easier 
to ,care"~ll them," he said. 
"Thi$ requires a la.-ge vol­
ume of .. at~r from wells." 

Arnold said precipitation in 
Blooinfield t o t a I e d 25.2-t 
inches last year. almost 9 
inches Wlow normal, and 
there also had been a dt­
ficiency of about 4 inches the 
year before. 

"U it stays this way an­
other month," he said, " there • 
should be quite an il}_crease 
m the percentage of cfopland 
farmers divert to grass under 
the feed grain program." 

WU;,UA.'l BYERS, Davis 
County extension direc­

tor, said 1963 was the second 
driest in 29 years in Davis 
County and that 1964 is con­
tinuing the dry trend 

He said normally there is 
8 to 10 inches of moisture m 
the top 5 feet of soil in the 
spring, but now there is only 
an i n c h or less and that's 
near the surface. 

" Even with 5 inches of sub­
soil moisnre," he said, "11 e 
would have to have an almost 
perfect moisture distribution 
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Arnold slands bllicle an upturned boat at the former 11;ater lnel ill a pond a~r 
-lfeld. Water level is about. e.~ below the 5pUlway 

~,J daring lbe groq 
~n to prod~ com yields 
of.hJp 180 ~ peecre." nre watir'-~ persists 

r~;u;; 
it wa§ 

plan[ 
l ie said 

miiU6n gillons of 'w!iter to 
farmers in 1963. Sales in­
ct'ia~ed darin& the fall and 
lfinter. Water haulers pay 
$1.50 per 1 1,000 gallons and 
deliver to f~rm~d small 
towns over fA Padius. 
Campb~l s81d 3 w~r 

sales to farmers catd rural 
areas ou~de Pp~ P1J. 
ceeded • 2,0'lW,llOO gaf!On!' 
m~rought year of 1953. 
.;!~"'raid the City of Prince-

ton was faced wilh a water 
shortage Itself last summel' 
1'<hen at one time the w11ter 
tower could not be filled . 
tl" acWdional well, put into 
use ln~ly. solved the prob­
lem. 


