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Con.\er\arion Our Purpo<.e. Our Pa"ion. 
The purpose and pa'-<ion for conservation L< shared among many. IL j; -.hare<! betm:en NRCS 
employee' and partlm "'ho t.!lp P'OJ'Ie oclp the land And tl i< «hared by the lardowrtel' with 
whom we worlc Our pa'>ton IS manife-<ted through the benefit, derived fmm stc"rud.lhtp of 
private lan(i\-benefil.'; we al l enjoy. 'uch ru. cleaner water and air, improved 10il; ax! abundant 
wiltllife habtlal 
Learn about our \lone;, the \tOn"' of con;ervation made po;stble through a ;hared 
ptll]JOI<!. a ,hanxJ J"l'-StOn and a 'haned comnuura:ntto comcrvaoon. USDA 
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Tama County Soil and Water 2009 

Challenges bring opportunities 
llyJames Gillespie 

Bureau Chler 

Well. whal can we say aboul whal hap­
pened thiS pa!.t year? Who would ha\'e gu~~ed 
we would ha\'C had the weather we aU expen­
enced, !he damage 11 caused and how 11 
1mpacted both rural and urron areas" 

We saw rKord ~ooow£aiJ m pans ol nonh 
~~ Iowa and heavy nunfa11\ aero$\ mo\1 of 
the stale all summer. Thi~ Wa\ the fourth 
weuest year on record m I 35 yea.t"i of record­
keepmg. All but one county was declared u 
d1Sas1er area by tnher the Governor of Iowa or 
the Preside.1t of the United Stato 

Damage.~ 10 cono;crva110n proctu.:es totaled 
over $40 mtlhon dollars. 2.284,000 acres suf 
fered ero~1on of 20 tons per acre or more, and 
there were 636,000 acres of bouomland scour-

and Land Stewardship. and our conservatiOn 
pannero are comm1tted ro bu1ldmg a "Culture 
of ConscrvalJon" across lhe state. We all netd 
to consider our ''footpnnt" on the Iowa land­
\Capt. Evaluate the land use for current and 
future needs and wants. There i ~ a reason a 
Ooodplam is called a floodplain: 11 is prooe to 
flooding. We mU\I all manage the land ll\ con­
shtcndy as pos$1blc to 1l$ na1urol capahllJlu~~ 
We cannot eltpect the land to produce more 
than 11 ts rea~onably able to nor ~hould 11 be 
u\Cd m way' that do not mamw.in \Oil quality 
and provide conservation benefits. Consider 
your ··hydrologtc footpnnl''· what happen~ to 
lhe rainfall that lands on your property? We 
~hould try to ab~orb as much as possible 10 l____.,~~llfili!!.tJ 
slow runoff 10 minimize flocxhng and improve 

"a~~~~;':ourlocatsoilandwatcrconserva- Crop fields: Repairing flood damage 
mg. Numerous SIIC\ ~uffercd tnfranruclure 
d:unage and home~ and busin~se\ were flood­
ed A 101 of the~e damage~ are \Iii! out !here 
and are 1n need of fi nancial and technical 
TbOIJrces to help repair and restore 

110n d1s1nct 10 d1scu~s !he~ thallenges and Hy Che.1er Worden rotmded. and~ lhr:m dov.TIIO 

take advan~e of opponuniueo; to reduce lhese Truna Count) Soil make 1he total width of the 
he\ for the 1 ery ftnt ume Ia.!. I 
p:ar havt: d ..:ouple options to 
consider. Completely fill 11m and 
plant through 11 like normal 
M<tlc.wrt)OUI1Jt.lghuplhesde 
""'all.\oftheruUylxfmftlhngiL 
AnotM oplKll1 would be.' 10 till1t 
to make 11 mon: rounded and 
cttherplant through or seed ilat 
lc<bl 20 ft wide (l,JI' a couple of 
~)'eat"aodthenlakeitOUI 
agam An oplion that I do not 
th1nk ~hould he u\Cd i) to jus1 
l~ve 11 alone and let it become a 
"v'· ~haped gull)' and plant 
.lrOUnd 1Lit willonl)' gd\\'OI">t' 
and then )'00 will defmilely nctd 
a~willc.'tWay'iOOOCrrathtr 
than later. 

As a commuml)'. rural and urhan. we need 
10 thmk aboul our actiOn\ and then con~­
quences The Iowa Ocpanment nf Agricuhurc 

~=~·:;~~;~:,~~2~,~:~:.:E~~~~: ~;:~~=·:.T::m :~:;~;;~:~~;~~~ 
a ·•Culture of Con!i.trvauon" that wtll sustam tn:-thirdofthecount)· youpmb- '>CC:d~ this will need tO he done 
U\ '".the future. Thank you for "hal you do ably5UStllocdalolofrilb(~mall e\'entual1y.cven 1f youtrya1Cm-
and what you can do! gu\11(....., down hill~~) and water- porruy fu:. 

Union Grove Lake 
Watershed Project 

way washing la~t wmmcr. I sa" A tougher dedsioo is what to 

the \oi.'ON damage I tem!mbcr m do 01bout the one gully thai 
se~eral f~ekb bst fall It renund- wa!.hed where )'01.1 ha\·e not had 
t.d me of pictw"es I o;a" m college a gras!Cd walc!rway before. Use 
about damage m soothem Iowa my suggcstlOI'IS ao; a second opur­
'" the 20's & 30\. The heavy 100 and maybe, II w11T help you 
rains m 1993 came wh1le lhe decide wfuch option 10 use. For 

Many of o~ m and around 
Un10n Gro\·e lake Water­
~hed sal up and took not1ce 
when the lake wa<> placed on 
the stale'~ "1mpatred water( 
lis!·· From that concern, the 
Union Grove LaLc Water· 
\bed Project was born 

Water bod1es \\'ilhin the 
State are placed on !he 
"lmpautd" list when they no 
longer meet thelf designated 
purpo)es du~: to Waler quali­
ty. Un1on Grove's impat r­
menl~ mclude algae. pH, 
bacteria. and turbidll)' (clari­
ty). 

Union Gro\·e 1sn't JU~I a 
state-o\ol.ntd lake. II is a 
re~ource of Tama and Mar· 
shall Counue~ and has eco­
nomic impact on 1hc ~ur­
roundlng commun ities of 

Garwin, Gladbrook, and !he lake An cducalion pro- cropswcrelali,bUIIa.tyearthc) thosedra\lo~ltu!havewashedm 
Greco " loumain Lake use gram for Un1on Grove's came when CfOP'i were other DO( piL\t )'CalS and were about read)' 
m 2006 alone \ol.3\ estJmaled landowners, farm operators. emerged, or not yet planted fer a grassed wau:rway anyv.<ty, I 
at 111.000. and rural and lakeside re~1- Bocau5e of the wee spnng. man)' thmk a new gnMed walerway 

The lake I\ also an indica- dents is al\O ongomg. fam1ers tilled soybean ground. wou ld be your best solution 
tor oflhehealthofthenatur- What can )'OU do? Gel whennomullyalolof 1tWa<ioo- The<;cmaybedraw,uphillfrom 
al communny \oi.C li"'e m and mvolved by learntng more. ullcdmprevll.)tbyears. the pn=sent gJ1b.'led waterway. A 
a refl~lion of our res1dent1al volunteering and making Grassed Waterways are lhe )((of gruscd watcrn-ay<; ha\-e 10 
and agricultural l:1nd uc;e changes on your land. Wvrk- easte.\l practiCe' to n.'pair. 'l'bere bl!o.tended Q'o·er tune. 1...as1 year 
That's why 11'' tmponant for ing logethcr, we can heal are only two thmg) you can do u JUSI happened m 11 ~hon time 
ustocometogetherandhclp UmonGroveLale. WlthawalCtWllythatha.~gullio pcnod. You might rum the 

The Union Gro\·e Lake The projecl ts a coopera- down each side. A OO.:·year tan- waterway below if you don'! 
Watcn.hed Project will be tlvedfortoftheTamaS01!& porary6xnughtbctoullthesidc conlrolwashmgnearthetop 
conducted over the neltt three Waler Con~cl'\'ai!On D1s1nct. gull~ make them a lmle more TheN: drnw' that fonncd gul· 
years. A water mon!loring the local off1ce of US DA'~ · 
plan is developed 10 bcuer Natural Resource~ Con~rva-
determine where pollulant~ lion Sen•ice, the Iowa 

Hopefully 2009 woll be a bei­
IL'f)earTl)·tooo--till~mtO 
)())'bean ~le lf at all possible 
Yoo canl\01: conlrOI Ill.' \l;eathcr. 
but )'OU can comrol the dlllOUill 
of tillage you do. Remember that 
~011 is a \'ery valuable natural 
re~rt:l! and \8\'lng it b~ using 
good conservation metha<h i~ 
lffi!XJftlnl 

are commg from 1n Ule area Department of Ag ricullure 
The prOJCCt also mdude~ and Land Stewardsh ip. the 

u~me ~oil and water conser· Iowa Departmem of Natural 
va11;n practtces on the wa1er- Resources, and the U.S 
~hed's agucu\tural land to Environmenlal Pro te clion 
help 1mprove runoff emering Agcnc)' 

Time to plan for a new windbreak 
~ By Cliff Foster 

New Wetlands Brochure 
Wbf.'o 1he wmter weather comes lo a 

close il mly be bme 10 plan for a ney, wind­
break or simp!)' reoovate an elli~ung wind­
break. A wtll p/onned wmrll:n'e01l will n01 
only help· ~ low the wind. they abo prolcct 
~il. conserve energy. Control 'now df.'posl­
tion. provide sheller from wind for li\'C$IOCk. 
tmprove aestbeUC\, and Will provide w1Idhfe 
habital. With !he increa~ing energy cosls, 
creating more efficient windbreaks become 
more valuable m helping to decrease energy 
consumpuon The mveslment each lndivid­
uaJ make~ m a windbreak will normally be 
rclumed many t1mes over in 30 yean m sa\·· 
mgS m fuel cos~. wear on 'tructures, health 
of livestock, and mcreased values to the 
environment as a whole. 

for one row of comferou s tree ~. usually 
m~talled on the windward stde The vari· 
e11es of conife rous trees and deciduous 
tree</shru~ m detemuned b) an evaluJ.tion 
of IJ:Ie soil type\ in the area to Ill' pldlltcd 
l'ht: south/e:t)t \tdt!A are con•1dered fie ld 
windbreak areas. treatment c11Uid con~"' ol 
smgle row planungs 

ByCiintMille.r 
Soil Conservationi5t 

A recent new addi lion to 
the office brochure rack 1<; the 
publication Wetland.~ and Con­
.o.ervation Compliance - Whru 
Every Iowa Farmer Needs to 
Know. 

Th1s brochure is a quick 
reference 10 ramlh.Uile you 
wnh USDA wetland 'compli­
BOCe proVISIODS 

drnmed. d!Mged. filled or lev- •What type~ of wetland\ 
eled land 10 order to farm 11 could be present on Ill)' prop­
without a wetland dctennma- erty? 
110n. you could be 111 violauon And remembe r, wetland 
of !he Conservation Comph- de1enmnauon~ compleled prior 
ance prov"1ons of the Fann to July 3. 1996, are 001 consid­
Bill and may be mehg~ble for ered •·certified" , and therefore 
USDA benefits may no longer be vabd drn.' 10 

Th1s means you could loor.e changes in the Fan11 Bill 
or C\'Cn have to p.ay back pre- If you ha.\·e or are planning 
vious fam1 payment!. includmg to cootluct one or more of~ 
DCP. Price Suj'lport Loans and common farming aC11vit1es, 
LOP~. CRP rental payment!>, you ~hould SlOp 1010 our office 
and diSaSter payments. and pick up a copy of Wetlands 

Questions and Consen·atiOII Comp/im!Ct 
Some of the quesuons that · What Every /()1\Q Farmer 

tlus brochure an~wers mclude Nttds to KnOll'. 
<an I clear lr«<- from a wet-
land area? 

The mmtmum requirement\ for wind­
breaks for REAP (Resource Enhancement 
and Prot~uon) funding is for three rows of 
comferous tree\ on the north and/ or wen 
~ides of areas to be protected. One row of 
den.;e dec1duou~ shrubs may be substituled 

Cost-sh:ut' t ~ availabk for "mdbreak~ 
If mtereskd conlacttM local NRCS (Natur· 
aT Resource Conservauon Service! office at 
(641) 484-2701 ex1. 3 to inquire abou t 
funds. 

There are add1t10nal poSSibilities for 
fundmg for shelletbelts. The~ planting~ 

somellmes reqUite greater than the thrtt ro\.\ 
mmimum 10 be plamed or may ha\'e other 
rcquiremeo'ts 10 be met 

Addllmnal fundmg source\ could be 
from lhe DNR's (Iowa Department of N;uur­
al Re..ources) Rick Trine Wildlife Biologisl 
at (641) 752-5521. The FSA fFarm Senoice 
Agency) office ha.\ an option through CRP 
(Conservation Re.scnoe Program) for shelter· 
belts. contact ati641) 484-2701 tltt. 2. 

Allhough !he lerm "we t­
land" bnngs 10 mmd are35 of 
shallow waler. callalls. and 
land1ng ducks, mosl of our 
wetlands are forested wetlandY., 
cropped wetlancb or wet mead­
ows and prairies that only hold 
surface watei tempo-rarily 

So why be concerned about 
Wetlands and Conservation 
Compliance? If you have 
removed woody vege1at1on, 

•Can 1 install ~ubsurface 
drain ule or ~urface drainage 
dllches on an cx1stmg crop 
field" 

Low interest loans 
•Arc old creek channels 

"et.lands? 
The Iowa Department of 

Agriculture & land Sleward­
ship (IDA LS) offers a vari-

rliifliiiiii~iiijliiiiiiiiiiiil ely of programs designed 10 ma1ntam and tmprove wa1er 
quahty in Iowa Two IDALS 
low-interesl loans are offered 

@TIRIITOAII 

Tire Service Since 1956 
105 State- P.O. Box 15, Tama,lowa 52339 

1-800-447-3202 • 641-484-3202 

Goodyear. As American As Farming. 

through part1cipatmg lenders 

to Iowa landowner.; watch These prOJeCtS may 
The LoeB! Water Pro1ec- mclude compos tmg facili­

tion Program (LWPP) rna)' t1es. contour buffer stnps, 
be used for proJeC t ~ lo con- field border~. fteld w~nd~ 
no! the runoff of sedtment, breaks, filter \trip\, riparian 
nutrients. pesticides and fore3l buffen, terraces. grade 
other nonpomt source poilu- stab lii 'lallon structures. 
1ants from entering Iowa gras~ed waterway~ or other 

prJctices thai arc \hown to 
improve or protect wate{ 
quality 

The Liveslock Water 
Qual ity Program (LWQ> 1s 
a\·ailable for prOJects to pre­
vent, mmim12e or eliminate 
nonpoint source pollution of 
Iowa's rivers and ~!reams 
from animal feeding opera­
tions 1nclud1ng lagoons. 

manure manllgement ~true­
lures, equipment. vegetauve 
lilten and the development 
of manure management 
plam ASSistance I\ limllt:d 
1o existing fac1liues for ani­
mal feeding operauon~ wilh 
l e~s than 1,000 total <1n1mal 
unit capaci1y (AUC) 

Prior 10 recetvmg a loan. 
the landowner mu~l receive 
proJect approval from the 
local Soil & Wat~r Conser­
valion Dmrict. For more 
mformallon about either loan 
progn~m, contacl the Taroa 
Soil & Water Con,.ervation 
D1~tnct a1 Con~rvation Dis· 
triet at 6411484-2702. eltl. 3 

Opening grain pri ces on Friday, Mareb 6, l009: 
Heartl and Co-op, Traer, corn .S3AO. bean.o. S8.29: 
Tama Benton Co-op, Dy~arl, corn $3.36, bean~ $8.21~ 
Werner's Grain .and Feed. Tama. corn $3.)6. beans 
$8.29 

Tama/Grundy 
Thomas Company Benda Ag Service Kenkel Law Office Publishing 

Tama - 641-484-3240 Elberon- 641-489-2946 Toledo - 641-484-8899 
Tamu- 641-484-2841 

Scharnweber Water Dolezal Farm Supply Iowa ~tep and Tank 
Sand Hill Auto 

Conditioning Salvage 
Toledo-641--184-4606 Toledo- 641-484-8265 

Tama 641--184-2057 Toledo-641--184-3923 
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Union Grove Lake Project: 
Assessment of Deer Creek 

Melody Oro 
Union Gro\·t Lake 
Watershed l'roject 

Coordinator 

A matn purpO\e ol the 
Umon Grove Lake WaleNhed 
Project i ~ to targe1 pnonty 
J.J't.lS 10 Whlth tO fOCU\ COil· 
serv1110n cffom. h01h on the 
land and along the w;ner· 
\bed'~ \lrtJm comdol\ One 
tool uud to 'ur~ey ~trum 
health a a GIS/GPS-ba,cd 
asseHment called RASCAL 
CRa.pad A\\c:\\ment of Stn.:arn 
Condnaon\ Alon~ Length) 

Begun m No~·embcr :!007. 
the RASCAL for 4J m1le' of 
Deer Creel and two of II\ 

maJOr tnbutant!\ wa.\ complet· 
ed m Apnl ZOOM The as'>tn· 
ment collected data on 24 daf· 
ferent puamctc" ~uch a.s 
streambed ~Ub\!fiUt!, stream· 
bank Mabilny, channel pat· 
tern, riffle and pool frequency, 
and adJacent land CP~er and 
li.~C 

lnchvuJually. each parame­
ter reveal\ a great deal about 
the water quality of a \treaffi 

CollectJ~ely, the re~ult\ can 
make 11 poHJblr to ~ee pat· 
terns JD lhc data and 1denufy 
no1 only problem\ but also 
ld;el)Ci!U~\ 

Deer Credo J RASCAL 
rt\·ealed th.at n..-arJ) all of tht 
4 3 corndor mile~ \lUdiC\ 
would bendi1 !tum the m.)l.ll· 
lauon of npanan gru\ed fll. 
~n. 

It ai\O shuwed 'egmenh 
along Deer Cred.' ~ moun 

channel wath numerous kruclc­
poinu. s1gn1ficant channel 
degradation. and severe 
streambank erosion Upon 
looking a1 historical aerial 
photograph.s, these degraded 
~tream segments also cone­
\pond with ~ecuons of Drer 
Creek wh1ch ba,·e undergone 
~agnlfican t artaficial channel· 
IUIIOn, bolh rrcent and 
dtcaJe' ago. 

Stmghtc-mng 3 sueam rna) 
maLe che .ldJaccnt fumland 
more f11mable. but 11 also 
~honens the 0\eral) length or 
tht Hrum. Thu 1ncrea~es 
bolh the \treambed dope and 
the now velOCity 'ilo'ilhln the 
dunnel. A~ the O\·erl'a1ls con­
tinUe tO CUI down 1n10 the 
~treambed. adJOlnmg stream­
bank-. erode, become unstable, 
and e\'emually slough m1o the 
\trtam 

C'ou ld creek straightening 
be a contnbuung fac1or to cor­
ridor and lake deterioration? 
No one will e\'er know for 
~ure. but the correlation is 
~ery hLel) 

Wnh the ProJect's limned 
resources, ulllitin!! the RAS­
CAL ~~ amponam so thai COO· 
sen·a11on efforts can be 
focu~ m kc)' areas and h.ne 
greater water qualil)!mp•ct 
on Deer Creek and on Un1on 
Grovel..ake. 

To the land owners and 
openton -.ho allo"ed me 
acctH to thear pro~r11e\ an 
order 10 complete the RAS­
CAL Tbank you for your 
cooprrauon' 

nw Tama So11 .ll\d \\ Jltr 
Con~cn.llion Outuct 
(SWCDI and the ('on\cna· 
uon 01\tncn of hv·••a 1CDO 
are conductmg a Scholnr~h•p 
Conte,!. The \t'holanhLP' Will 
be prC\CO!Cd 10 hiWII high 
~hool ~cniof\ to be u\cd for 
thc1r ru,l )'I!M of cdOCiiUntl at 

1hc: l·olkge le\·cl \\hlk purc.u. 
mg rrograna of \tudy In .ul)' 

field of a(!nculture or natunl l-;,<a-:!1• reW\lf(('\ a.; The o,,,ft\;, ...,,u be .~ ..... am 
Iowa Financial ~~~.:0-.e~::ar-~~~~ ~ 

Incenti~es Program ~·~·~.::.;'~1~,1':;~~ 
lo, .. Flnanc:iall~ P"tognm,(CO'it Share) 
Expe~ (C0\1 ~hart ~l nl\ olllJ.IOJ lurub obhgalt:dl 
REAPpra.;uc:e· 0 
REAP fo~.)ll) 1,607 61 
Voluntary 20.94\12 
IIIC'Omt (unoblJg.tted furdl 
REAPprocuccs 6.97811 
REAP fore~try ~-\2 14 
Voluntary 32,119.50 
DIStnetOpe:rouonsFund 
(Re1mbunemc:n~ from State for 
comnm\aoner and ortict upen I 

Income: 
Allocaoonsrecen·ed 

E."penses 
Commi,~aoner maleage 
P~ugt 
OffJCt ~uppbe1. 

~.1!.1 111 

t11-1Q 

Pnnung and pnnted maJrn1} ~ 00 
Meelln!! Expcnst\ & duo ~ 023 ISO 
ToW exp:n~' 4.~ ~6 

Exce-.\ \ptnl from 
rt\oh·ang fund 

~hap a..., ard ..., 111 be 10 the 
amount of $200. The f1nt 
pl.t~.:c ,~hol:mh1p wmncr '"II 
then have then apphcatJOn 
fc-rwarded on to COl (Llr \llltc: 
Jcvdcon\lckr1.tmn 

Thrtt \Cholar\htps Will ~ 
awarded at the \!lilt \eYe! m 
the amounl\ of S I ,800. 
$1,200. and SI.OOO Regional 
wmncn from the other "" 
re[!iom who do not receive a 
5tate .mard w1ll each rcce!~l' 
$300. The lmt, \rcond and 
thnd place award~ will be 
pa.~d d!rt~.;tl)' to the \Chool ol 
ch01ce m two ID\tallmem\, 
btgiMtnf w1lh lhe lir,t term 
of attendance and 111 nud-tcrm 
or \emc,tcr 11K ~100 award' 
will be p3.id 1.hn:lll)' to the ~tu· 

"'"" All apphc;atJOn~ muit bt 
t~ ped or completed v.uh a 
word procc~wr Appht'l.twm 
arc 10 b<- 'ubmincd to )'OUr 
local 1011 and water ccm-.erva­
uon di\tncl olliee 10 lhr coon· 
t) 10 wh~th )"OU !l~e Thr 
COUnl)'/di~tmt Will \CicCI an 

fi • • apphcat10n and forward 11 to Cost-sharefiunds available or conservation practices ,,, '"' "'g'""''"""'"' 
who will 1n turn ~elect .ln 

the CRP contmuous tignup gcncrally\0 to 15 )Can apphcauon and forward 11 to 
mclude: sraned waterwayl. h11 more mformauon on CD I. whue a Judg1ng I~.: am 
contour buffer stup1, filter CRP cunto~ct the !·arm Scr- w-111 make the rwal -.ei!XI!On\ 
stnps along water bod1es .uKl ~, .... Ag.cn'-) at 6J 1-48-t The appl1cilt1on 1' due tp 
wetland\, nuuganal p;nture· ~101. 

Co~t-\hare money" a~aJI· 
ahk for agru.:ullurallandow-n­
er~ nnd farm operaton 111 
Tama \ounty luokmp to add 
CCf1aiD COfl\Cr\'atJon JlrJCiile\ 
to theu farm mana~ement 
syuem,, Rate\ .It( up 10 so" 
for 1~ enurt ~ount)' , and up 
to 7S% 11 the IJnd 1 loc•led 
'"the limon Grou• ".teet· 
•h<d 

Curtentl) the l'n1on 
Gro~e la\e Wlttr\hed f"ro· 
Jtd h.t' fundmg appro,ed tor 
letTacu, grUkd watei'\U)\, 
fen'IO~ Ua\C\IIX~ etdu,JonJ, 
•trum corndor protcctmn. 
\treamhank te\IPr.ltlon. Jnd 
water/\edament control 
ha\ln\. How-c~er ... -o~Hhare 
ma) aho be ohta10cd for 
numemu\ othl'r cun,crvatlon 

pract1ces such as contour 
stripcroppmg. grade slabi· 
lltataon ~lt u ct ures, and 
pomh For mo~ mformauon, 
contact PrOJect Coord1nator 
Melody Bro at6411484·2702. 
ut.l20. 

Certaan other pracuces 
may quahf)' for Constrvat1ot1 
Re,erve Program ICRPI 
pracucu hke contour buffer 
\lnp\, filleT ~tops. wetland 
rt\t"rauon. and qOl.il habiUII 
The Conservataon Rtsen.-e 
Program ofreu means for 
rural hndowners 10 not onl) 
reduce so1l ero~10n. but to 
also reduce sediment 1n lakes 
and ~treams. 1mprove water 
quallt)'. and rohance w1ldlife 
habitat. 

Pntcticc~a~ailable throu(!h 

land waldhre-~~o·ellandhabatat 
buffeu. quaal buffers. held 
wmdbn:U.s. 'hellerbelts, hv 
an,: '"o"' fencu . np.anan 
but/en, h~llov. water ;uu., 
wetland re IOI'IIinfl. larm.t 
wetland\, and hollnmi.Jnd 
um~r e\Llbhdunc:nl 

There as 50'\ c05Hh.ate 
for the ID\tallauon of mo~t 
CRP ~u,es. with an ;ad(h­
lional ~ fl'r-3..111.e irk:cOII~e 
Pa}mtnt 1f ,n·aalable Rental 
tale' ~ar) accordmg to the 
Soil l)pe\ lnYOht=d. V.J!h 
annual rental paymcnb made 
for the life of each contract. 

Detailed Iowa soils infonnation now online 
De~ Mome~ Fmdmg ~1ts site development, sanitar)' 

mfonnauon fOr more than half facahues. and other purpose!i 
of Iowa·\ COUOtJe\ 1~ JU~I 3 art: aho avaJiable 

survry manu.scnpts onlme lie 
also hopes ~oal \Urvey manu­
scnpls wall rtach a broader 
aud1ence "Uomebu1ldta. 
ro:nmunuy plannm. haghuy 
departments. cngmeer.. una-

tlh· TiUtla SWCD by Febru;uy 
28. 2009. The application ~~ 
available online at 
hup ·lfwww.cdiowa.org/award 
~ html If you have ques­
tion~. or would hke a paper 
copy of rhe application, plea..e 
e111l or \lOp by the offict• at 
102 W HWY 30 an Toledo. 
b41--UW-270~ext 3. 
La~l \' ear'c; Schola~hi p 

\\iinne~ 

lc".e Kbdi\'0, ~on of Tom 
and Carol Kladn·o o( Traer 
w il.) ~>de.: ted ~ the ru-st platt 
wmner for la.\ t )car·~ scholar­
\hlp.award Jrv.c a\agrnduate 
of Sonh Tacna County Com· 
munll)' Hagh s,hool. and is 
current!) aucndmg Hawkeye 
C(lnunllmt)' College. He plan~ 
on t~'temng to Iowa Stale 
Uni\·m1ty, and h1s goal i\ 10 
hccome a waldlife biologi\t 
Je\\e w-a\ the rcc1p1ent of a 
SJOO \Cholar~hip from the 
01\tnct 

Joel Paustian, son of Don 
and Marlene Pau,tian of Tole­
do. wa\ ~elected as a scholar· 
\hip wanner for la~t )'car's 
conte\t Joel is. a graduate of 
South Tama County High 
School. and is current!} 
attendmg Klfkwood Commu­
mty College. Joel hopes to 
become an Agricultural Tech­
nician Hewa.<.therecrpientof 
a $200 ~cbolar~h1p from the 
01\mc1 

Oan~el Poduska. son oJ 
Jame\ and Rebecca Poduska 
ol Chehea. wa~ ai'>O ~leeted 
a\ a \Cholarsh1p wiilnt:r for 
Ja.,t ycar·~contest Damel 1~ a 
graduate or South Tama 
County U1gh School, and cur­
rent!)· attend~ Hawke)·e Com­
mumty College. ill' hope~ to 
nne doy enter the firld of 
cnher agnculture manage· 
ment. or park\ and natuml 
re,ource\ Daniel was the 
reCipient of a $200 ~cholar· 
hlp fromtheDt~trict 

click awa)' Soil ~urvey manu- Make SuCJ.k, Iowa NRCS 
«npt\ walh ..oal\ data. map~. state ~11 sc•enust. says cus· 
daagram\, tablu and other tomer con,emence as the pn­
dewh illt au1lahle onhne for mar)' goal of havmg the soil 
52 of Iowa'~ 99 counlle\.,'" of 
Nov I 

See SOl LS, pag~ 4 _ ~ PIONEER PIONEER HI·BRED 
.~AOUPOHTCOUP>,,: INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

The Sod Surve) DJ~I\JOn 
of the USDA's Natural 
Re\ource\ C'on~~.:n:allon Scr· 
VICe (NRCS) recently placed 
the manu~cupt\ onhne at 
hupJ/wJis.usda.gov/\Uf\ey/Cin 
hne_surve)'sliowa/ Before. 
thu 10formation wu only 
a~a1 lable m hard copy or on 
compact d1\c from your local 
USDA Service Center 

Soil \Ur~ey manu\cnph 
conlllm de1111llld mfonnal•on 
about e~cry W1l an the county 
- anclud1ng soa l formation, 
ptopertle\, cl~\lfi~atmn, total 
acte\ .• md mtcrprttilllon~ and 
\Uitabllatylorea..h\OJI 

The mterpretatJOn\ and 
\U!tahlilly \Cl.llnn '"lJse I1Jd 
Management ol the Soah' 
adenufies lhe hmat.\tJons lh.u 
affCCI Sptclfi( U\C\ ;md 10d1 
Cite the \(\COl) of !ho-.e 1Jm1 
tauon~. Fot uample. 1 recre­
auonal planner m llumboldt 
County de,agntng a htkiDI 
llllil could luCIL up the: wal~ m 
a propthed localiCin to \ee af 
they were \Uitable for h1kmg 
Ratmg.~ are both wwtcn and 
numcncal. ba\ed on soal lea 

F'l'tdl'll..kh!Denoakt~. n lllrl'lw• 
asnn.nrra 'l'f~*ftmsW~~~~nnn 
IWI-...IIQI1al.re45--$qrei'II5DSe'wsllll:fW8art .... rt 
~W#-sltJnj[ll!atrm5-.-tftDinftftn!l~ •• 
hre.Jm(llm•n:tn.•""·-111111 
raa~,..rurt-...;Uh~M~..,II.Mutt.e ,..,IU"tter ... ..thtf-tldr~ 
•atttt,c~.~lfn!lll'l"mmi'B*'Stf"., 
lbllrft;ltGrtbU!IN! JoHNDEERE 

:~~~~·,:u~~ t~t ~~~~~~ ~!~~: f----------------4 
and ~usceptah1hty to noodmg 
So il \Uitab dlt \1 rat•OH\ are 
a~allable lor other rcocreataonal 
acu~aties, too, mdudmg play· 
g round~. camp1ng Jrea\, off· 
roaJ ffiOIOIC)'de lnl.il~ tnd gUlf 

rauw.y, ~··UI!IIIIil!l!l!II!IEII!I··~ Sunab1hl)' ratmg' fM"r.:ror-
land. pa\tureland. wildhle 
habitat. tree planung. buald1ng 

~~------------~ 

404 S. County Road • Toledo, lA 52342 

we salute the Tama county 
soil & water conservation District 

and the conservation efforts of the 
landowners in Tama county 

PWA Poweshiek 
Water 
Association 
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Soil and Water Conservation 
District Commissioners 

Ry Jan Wobeler uce\ 

The Tam:~ Soil and Water 
Conservation D1stnct Com· 
missioner.. are elected ofri­
ctal\ that meet once a month 
.u•d v.o1l w1th ~ Fann Sn· 
vtce Agency and Natural 
Resource' Con~ervauon Scr­
vtce to be a voice for both lhe 
fannen; and !he land 

The commissioners 
encourage conservatiOn 
awareness by holding outdoor 
tlasnooms at Otter Creek 
Park e"cry May for area 5th 
grade students 

Thts workshop mcludes 
\tssions on wildhfe, water 
quaht)', erosion, fish and 
many ~r toplCS. 

The SWCD also gives 
scholarships to county seniors 
headmg 1010 related areas of 
~tudy 

The SWCD CommiSSIOn· 
~rs art hone~t and hardy,ork· 
mg wuh a passion for ketpmg 
our lands healthy for )"ears to 
come I am proud to b~ a 

The comm•u•oners are all 
rommllted to helptng present 
our soils, farms and natural 
resources for future genera­
tiOn\ They review contract~ 
wnh farmers and landowner$ 
for practices to protect the 
lands ~uch as CRP. watcr­
wa)·S, terraces, ponds and 
many olher conservation prac:- member of tlus team. t,llllUJi~&l;.~ 

CRPNews 
Thert has been a welcome change in the Conservation 

Reserve Program thu fall. Due to the increase in land values 
and rental rates, the CRP rental rates have been revised 
upward lgain. The soil types With a com suitability rating 
(CSR) bet.,.,.een 0-60 went up an average of $22.16 per 
acre. Soil types with a CSR rating from 60- 100 went up an 
a'·erage of 532.00 per acrt I ha'<e worked up se\'eral filter 
stnp applications lately that are paying in the $250 1 acre 
range. The on1y exception IS the margmal pasture rental rate, 
it was not changed llus will only penain to aJI new apph· 
cations on1y. This change should help the CRP program stay 
competitive in the future for Tama County 

Another rteent de\·elopmentm the continuous CRP pro-­
gram is the addluon of anot.ber new practice which staned m 
Ma) 'I1It ntw practice, State Acru for Wildlife Enh:lDCe· 
menttSAFE) was a huge success th1~ )"Car. It is also know as 

Gatnmg Ground for Wildlife. The purpose: of this pracuce •s 
to mcre:l.St populallons of nng·necked pheasants, dickcissel, 
bobolink. and eastern meadowlark. II allows landowners to 
seed down large areas of cropland to nauve grasses. Enroll­
ment IS limited to 10 acre m1n1mum habitat blocks. It has 
been linllled to cer1ain targeted areas in the county, and 
throughout the \tate. This ~•gn·up was hmlled to on1y 19,700 
acres on a "'fli"St come- fir!! serve" basiS. Unfonunately the 
total acre allocation was uStd up th1s )"eat We art hoping tO 
ha~·e tlus practice available agam m the future 

Pie~ feel free to g:we us a call. or stop m If you have 
any quesuons regarding these top1c~ or any other co~ms 
you may have on )'Our farm Thank you 

HEL (HIGHLY ERODffiLE lAND) . 
VIOLATIONS WILL COST YOU 

$$$$ 

New prov1qons tmplemem«i wnh the passmg of lhe 
Farm B1ll Act of 2008 made Stgnilicant changes to the 
level of pcnalues lhat are as~e~sed agamst producers found 
wilh IIEL v1olauons!! 

Pnor to the implementatiOn of these new farm bill 
chmges, producers y,ere allowed to rece1ve a good f1.1tb 
detc:rm1nation from the FSA Commillee, complete a 
rev1sed comer\"atJOn plan and no penalty was assessc:d 
unle~s u \US a sodbuster VIOiauoa., 

The FSA Comm1ttet wdl no longer be able to detennme 
Good Faith Relief for HEL violauons wuhout a SSSS · 
penalty bemg assessed The new rcgullmons mandate a 
mmimum penalty or $1000 be assessed; the ma:umum is 
SIO.OOO. These penalt•es w11l be olfset agamst any and all 

. USDA payments (OCP, CRP, etc.) earned by the producer 
for the program )'tar 

, All USDA benefits art lost by the producer 1f the FSA 
Commmee cannot detemune good fa1th 

With the e-.:cess nunfall and floodmg that occurred m 
the 200M crop year, there arc many fields w1th sheet and nil 
eros•on, and/or ephemeral gulhc~ present, Before applymg 
ANY TILLAGE on these fields, rev1ew and discuss your 
opuon~ w1lh the NRCS office. Once a HEL violation has 
bc..'Cn recorded by NRCS. II IS 100 late to COITCCI 11 for that 
pmgnam)eatl!!!! 

Question~ regardmg lh1~ nObCC: shaD be sub--
m1ttedto 

Tama County FSA Ofrice 
Tama Count)' JI,'R.CS Office 

102 Hwy 30 West 

Toledo, Iii 521-'2 

Phone «HI-484--2702 

l:_ii641484-S289 

102 Hwy 30 Wut 

Toledo. Ia 52342 

Water quality in Union Grove Lake watershed 
Melody A.C. Bro 

Union Gro,•e Lakt 
Wa tershed Coordinator 

Noth1ng ser,•es as a beuer barometer 
of our local environment's health than 
•ts y,ater quaht) That's y,hy the qual.t-
1)' of the water 10 and above Union 
Gro\le Lake \\JII be momtnred through­
out the thrc:c:·year life of the Union 
Grove: Lake Watershed Project. 

Water quality testing dunng the 
early months of the proJect will prov1de 
a baseline showmg Umon Grove's cur· 
rent conditiOns In thiS way, as conser­
vatiOn pracuces are applied dunng the 
hfe of the watershed proJect, progreH 
can be shown to.,.,ard the: project's ulll· 
mate goals or meeung the mtended use 
or the lake (recreation) and the lake's 
removal from Iowa's lmpaued Waters 
LIS I 

In early June 2008, ProJect Coord•· 
nator Melody Oro and ~everal volun· 
teers began sampling water at th.rte sHes 
along the center hne of the lale (shal· 
low, mid·depth, and mu.imum-depth) 

and at two stre;~m sHe\ north of the 
lake. The samples were tested on·site 
for dissolved oJ:ygen and water clanty 
They were then shipped to the Um,·mi· 
ty of Iowa Hyg1enic Lab (UHL) 1n 
Ankeny to be tested £or nitrogen and 
phosphorus content. In add•tiQn. the 
lake samples were also tested at UHL 
for chlorophyll. and thc tnbutary ~ 1te s 
were also tested for E. coh and solids. 

The results from the 2008 season's 
water qu:thty te ung are m. revealing 
se"era1 '"ery definite nends 

The five sampling \lies were 
each tested ten times from June through 
October All of the foiJoy,.mg compar· 
Jsons are made to s1m1lar waterbodlt.\ m 
lhe same ecoreginn of Iowa 

The stream sHes consi~tcnl.ly 
showed high levels of morgam~: mtro· 
gen (mtr.lte+mtnte). Nitrate and 111tnte 
are naturally occurnng, but conccntra· 
liOns can be elevated due to contamma· 
tion by fertilizers and human and ant· 
mal~~oaste 

These same location., aho 
exceeded Joy, a's water quality ~tan· 

dards for E. coli. a bacteria rndicallve or 
fecal contaminauon. The sample sue in 
the oorthean quadrant of the watershed 
surpas(ed standards m one sampling, 
wh1le the northwest quadrant's site 
exceeded \tandards four or the ten 

0'<erall. both tributary sites 
y,.ere relall'<ely lo"' m ammonia. phos· 
phate. organic mtrogen. and suspended 
solid~ 

Union Gro\'t Lalce's sampling 
~•tc:s y,ere high m ammoma, as well as 
nitr.He+nttnte, throughout the season 
Ammonlil u.n be tOJ:JC to both fis.b and 
aquatic macrom.,.ertebrate~. depc:odent 
upon pH and water temperature 

Chlorophyll a was te~ted at the 
lake's ~He' to appro"tmate the lake's 
total algal b1oma~\ These le'<~els in 
Un10n Grove Lake peai.ed m late Sep· 
temher and early October. with le'<eb 
throughout the 'amphng season ~•gnifi­
cantl) h1gh 

For information on water quality. 
contact M~lod) Bro at 6..tl/4g.a.:no2 
eJ>t 120 or at melod) brol'i!ia.u!.d.a go' 

Celebrate St. Patrick's Day and St. Joseph's Day with good food! 

STAR 

COOKING. 

MARILYN CmzcK 

March 17 IS St. Patrick's 
Day and March 19 ts St 
Jow:ph's Day. 

On March 17 the lnsh are 
Jomed by many 'honorary 
lnsh' people to celebrnte the 
wearing of the green. lney 
dnnk green beer, celebrate 
with parades and dance lhe 
lnShJig 

The green shamrock is a 
traditional ICOn of St. 
Patrick 's Day and nlany 
adopt the custom of weanng 
them on tlus special day 

On M.1rch 19 the Czechs 
are Jomed by many 'hon· 
orary Czechs' to celebrate 
the wearmg of the red. They 
dr111k red beer, celebrate 
with parade~ and dance the 
polka. 

A Czech pro\·erb • If 1t IS 
rucc on St. Joseph's Day. 11 
Will usuall)· be a good )·ear 
Another St. Joseph 's Day 
pro' erb · St. Joseph shakes 
h1s beard and see: Wmter's 
d1sappeared' 

Both the~ days offer pco. 
pie or ln sh and C7,ech 
descent a chance to share 
thc~rcultures 
Wi ~h •ng everyone a 

Happy St. Patnck's Day and 
a Happy St. Joseph's Day• 

Crockpot 
Corn Beef & 

Mint 
Chocolate 
Chip Pie 

2 C. wh1ppmg cream 
2 T. confcelloners' sugar 
2 C. cold milk 
I 1/2 tsp. peppermmt 

extmet 
S-6 drops green food col­

onng. optional 
2 (3.4-oz.) pkg. mstant 

varulla puddmg mix 
I C. rrumature senusweet 

chocolate! ch1p' 
I (9·ill.) pastry shell, 

baked 
In a ~mall mixmg bowl. 

heat cream and sugar unttl 
sort peak'l form. In a large 
m1xmg bowl, combme the 
nulk, extract and food color· 
lng 1f ~1red. Add pud.ilng 
nuxes; beat on low speed for 
2 mmutes or unullhick.encd. 
Fold m cream mixture and 
chocolate chip\, Pour mto 
pastry \hell Refngerate for 
3 hour~ or until set. Yield 
&-8'\Crvmgs 

Potato 
Dumplinl!:s 

Mint chocolate chip pie 

Almond 
Poppy Seed 

Bars 
3tgg\ 
2 1/4 C. ~ugar 
II/2C.m1lk 
I (' vegetable 011 
I l/2t~p. almond e!tlnlct 
I l/2t.sp. vn.mllac-.:tmct 
I 1/2 t'lp. butter flavonng 

or addlllonal '<~antlla elltract 
3 C. ull-purpoc;c nour 
4 112 t~p. poppy \eed\ 
I 112 bp. baling po~~oder 
I lfl.t~p. \aJt 
~ 
113 C buller or mar· 

ganr~e, mcltc.:d 
] C. confectioner-.· wgar 
3T m1lk 
In a mi~mg bowl. beat lhc 

eggs. sugar. milk. oil. 
e:\tr.lCI\ .snd butter flavor­
IDIIJ:. Combme the flour 

poppy .seeds. baking powder 
and uh; add to the egg m1x· 
ture and nu~ JUSt unlll com· 
butcd Spread into a grns.ed 
15"1110'"'1"' baking pan 
Bo\kc at 350 dcp-ee~ for 20 
mmutes or uoul a toothpick 
m\erted near the center 
comes ou1 clean. Cool on a 
Wlri.' rad •. In a m•xmg bowl, 
combme the fro!>ung mgre· 
d•cnt!>: heal until smooth 
fro~t har~ Yield~ approxi· 
mo~tclyS l/2doz.en. 

We hope you have fun 
Star...Coolong and e.illng' 

1£ )"OU ha\C a rec1pc: you 
would hkc to \harr: With our 
readet'i, plea\C ~ubm1t u to 
Mo~nlyn Chuck, m cart of 
the Dysat1 Rtporur, Nonh· 
trn Sun·Print, Rtinbtd 
Couritr, Tama Nrws·Hu­
ald, or Tratr Star-Ciipptr. 
We look forward to heanng 
from)'OO 

-\n,IH'f'> Tn Lhl \hd, 'f•uuk 

• p u ~c "K 1:.: H 0 • p. s • "R "o ''L 'Je 
'"o A z 0 E A R T• '"e A 0 s 
'w • A T 'H E R F 0 A ·~e c Cabbage 

Soi JS,frompag~3_________ 3 ca rrot'l, cu t into 3" 

tamms and golf course super· that map," he swd p•~;otatoe~. cut 1010 3" 

Boll and mash 61arge 
potaiOC\. When cool. add a 
scant 1/2 C. of fanna or 
cream of wheat and mix 
well. Allow to stand a httlc 
wh1le Add 3 eggs, well 
beouen, I tsp. sa lt and 
enough noor to form a ~~~If 
dough Turn out onto 
Ooured board, knead and 
form mto a long roll. Cut 
mto p1eces and sha~ 1nto 
dumphngs. Drop mto boll· 
me salted water and boil for 
20 nunutes. 

Ill ~i 
•• R 

0
A 

A s ~ • "• p A R K L E 
~y . •s I A L •• 

IDtt"ndents. will find the m£or· According to Sucik. mort p1eces 
m3tiOD valuable." says Suc1i. county mfonnauon will be 3-411>!.. com beefbmkd 
"'SOil \UI"\'C)"\ provide great continually added and updat· 2·3 medawn oruo~ quar 
1nfonnat10n for ~tudents and ed H you ln·e 10 a county tered 
teachen. too" \lilthout an online soil survey 1 head cabbolge, cut mto 

Suc1k says the abdl!)· to manuscrtpl, contact your small wedges 
pnnttndlvldual pages nght 11 local NRCS o£ftce for a 2 c water 
home or wori. IS aoother copy.Visu Comb1oe mgredJents m 
major benefit. http://offices.sc.egov usda crackpot Co\·er tightl y. 

··If you're only concerned govflocator/app1state=•a to Cook on h1gh 7-8 hours or 
about one or l'-'"0 sections or locate the NRCS office near· on low for 12 hours. 
land. ) ou orlly need to pnnt est you 
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