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Mighty water leaves its mark on farmers' fields 
By BILL SLAKEY 
Courier Staff Writer 
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repairs across the country. Farmers 
must pay for roughly one-third of 
such repairs, while the federal money 
will cover the remainder, according 
to Tom Grau, Iowa ASCS executive 
director. 

Grau said he hopes banks would 
make it possible for farmers to make 
repairs this year, even though farm 
profits are likely to be small given 
late planting dates and cool weather. 

"I would hope the lenders would 
work with (farmers)," Grau said. 
"You're talking about damage to 
their means of production out there." 

Even if money is available, weath­
er may cause more problems, accord­
ing to John Miller, who farms near 
Cedar Falls.' New grass crops must 
be planted soon in damaged water­
ways to provide any protection 
through the winter and next spring, 
Miller said. 

"One of the problems is it dries on 
the surface but below it's still very 
wet," Miller said. "If we don't get it 
in the next few weeks, we'll really 
have trouble." 

Most observers agreed that the 
damage would have been worse this 
spring without the recent popularity 
of conservation tillage practices. 

"We had some bad erosion, but 
without the big increase in ridge till 

and no till, it would have been a lot 
worse," Webster said. 

Miller added that the heavy rain 
this year shows the limits of conser­
vation tillage and the need for well­
established terraces · and waterways to 
control heavy runoff. 

"A year like this certainly shows 
that you niay be able to -hold down 
your siltation to permissible; limits 
(with conservation tillage), but you 
won't be able to handle the volume 
of water," he said. 

This year also illustrates the down­
side of no-till, which tends to keep 
more moisture near the roots of 
plants than conventional tillage, 
according to Waterloo farmer Jim 
Sage. But Sage said farmers should 
take a look at the benefits in a bad 
year before abandoning no-till alto­
gether. • 

"This year may discourage som¢ 
people, but we need to think over the 
lifetime of farming," Sage said. "If 
you're not losing that soil, you're 
gaining over the long run." 
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Rain water· burst through a 5-foot high fencerow this 
spring to cut a 25-foot-wide drainage scar through 
the Hudson corn field of Garry, left, and Don Dufel. 
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