
iE®t,S¢ffrs,

!``      r`.,      `..

i

iferdi

i.H£     !v!AN.   gEHjN.fa'  .I-'H`£.'`  ,\iA.f:j.:'.""
I

B£HIN'D   i+lE.      F'/..{:jw

(,%T-\`  .•,,-i. `.

r                            .   .   `J;.-*J
`  ::,--==ji=-¥jfii¥j=:`:` -:;\r-I:i-

.--`.````.``..-..`EE

_._/

REi5trl.ff

- '.-T.'`Th
'  '`'- i.,.. f+`.-..._

--LLLL-

-_----,**---.----=-i-~`~''-



!`     i``*i,'

qlne passes  on and with it  a depletion of
the hums  content  of our  soil*   Depletion
of  n.ot  only rfumLs  matter  by  growing of  crops
art  selling plant. food  throuch fapin pr.o`ducts}
fat  also by erosion,    Erosion which is  caused
bar up  and down hill  farming.  insufficient  grasses
and legumes  in  the rotation  end lack  of  o¢-
operation with lfother RTature  ln general.

Because  economic  forces  demand hidr production
on a long tine pull,  we  need  to  take  advantage
of what Mother Nature  taucht us,  pins  available
research information and  the will  to keep  our
top  soil  at  hop.e  along whSh lxprovlng soil  tilth®
So  letis  make' 1955  a banner  year with proper
rotat`ions  and protect  oui yields fch  future years.

me  Soil,  our nationts  greatest natural  resource, '
must  be .proteoted¢

IfAccuse  not Nat.ure i she hath done her part i
•.  do  thou .thine`'f t
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For  the. nluth oonseoutive year,  we,  the  Oomissloners

of  the  Cedar  County Soil  Conservation District,,  report  to
the people  and assisting agencies  on  the  conservation proi
gross  of  the past year.                                               \

Eifforts  expended by various  agencies  ln soil  Conservation
work are  coordinabed ty  the District. for  real pr6gre§s  in
effective  conservation of  our  soil  and water.

We  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  che P.M.A.,  ELenslon
Service.  all Vocational  agrioultrre  depar€nent8,  school
teachers,  and  st}hools who  tack part  ln  the  scfapbock .contesti
eapeclally M±+  Gill,  Oou.nty  Superintendent  of  Schools.  for
his untiring efforts  ln promoting conservation ln all  schools
ln the  county,  and all  other  groups  or  lndivlduals who have
worked with the District.

We  especially want  to  thank the  feed aha  seed dealers `
who provided door prizes  for  the  anmal  meeting last year  and
all  the  ixplement  dealers who  tock part  in  the Forage Field
I)a3r  at  the  Ealph Gaul  farnL.

HIGHIIGHgs

The  armual  meeting which was held  ln lfarch was well  attendL
ed.    Burns  Bryam  of  the  Eastern  Iowa Artificial  Breeders
Association,  was  the principal  speaker.    His  talk was  both     .
educational  and  interesting.    The  ladies  especially appreelati
ed  seeing the  slides  taken ty Mr.  Bryan while  ln Hawaii.

The  Cedar  County  Soil  Conservation District  again  sponsor.ed
a  scra;phock  contest  for  the  Cedar  County  School  p\xpils  in
grades  5 to  8  inclusive.    mere were  50  entrants.    The  average
quality of  these books was  far  superior  to  that  of past' years.
Mb.  Wertzbaugher  awarded  the  prizes  at  the  County Eighth
Grade  Comencement  exercises.

The  second  county wide  air  tour  was  sponsofed  in Aiigust.
Twenty-nine  took  this  tour.

Robert Kelly was  awarded a certificate  for his work ln
promoting soil  conservation  in  Cedar  County.

The  commissioners  held  tweleve  monthly meetings  to  carry
out  the I)istrictls  thisiness  and other activities.

A Forage  Field Day was held  on  the  Ralpb Gaul  farm.
Apprexlmately 500 people  attended. throughout  the  day.



solL  OORTSEEv.onion FIABM plrmltG
Don tellians,  WUG

Itlrlng the past year  73 farmers  slgred requests  for  asg±stL
Once,  and  fatrm plans were worked  out  with  53  farmers.    A total
of  501  farmet.s  we,re  given assistance  with  their  ccmservation
problems.    The District  now has  414  cooperators  and 237  coxplete
farm plans.

Those  of us who  believe  that  cr,nservatior.  is  essential  to
the well-being of  our  county undel'stand  the  lack  of  interest
on  the  part  of  some  farmers  who  so  -oadly  need  to  consetrve  their
soil.    It  hurts  to  see  sheet  and  gut.1y  erosion  on  §o  many fields
when we  have  the  ]mow how  to  conserve  both  our  soil  and water
resources.    Then when we  look back  only  si.T  or  seven years  and
take  stock  of  the  accomplishaents  of  these  fen years  and when
fatrmers  stop  into  the  office  adriost  daily wanting  to  start  a
conservation program on  their  farm  and  still  other  farmers
come  in and  tell tis  of  increased yields  fran  conservation practices
applied  to  their  land,  it  instills  a deep  sense  of pride for
herring had  a part  in a movement  so  vital  to  the  well~being of
our nation.

Remember  tfplan your  farm  and  farm your  plan."

ousm"Aplofty  ORT  RE  LAID
Clarenco Beyer,  Conservation lid

the  Soil  Conservation  Service has,  thaouch years,  furnished'trained personnel  to  assist  the  cooperators  of  the District  in
carrying out  their planning operations  and  conservation practices.

• the  excellent  cooperation received  from both  farmers  and
contractors  during the past year has  been  appreciated  ty both
the  technicians  and  th5  District  Oommi,ssioners.    Er.copt  for  this
cooperation  the  following could not  have  been accoxplished With-
out  addit±.ona,1  helps

AccOREI,ISHrms. Fen i954

Contouring,
Stripcropping
Pasture  Seeding
Drop  Inlet
Pond  Oonstructiofl
Tile .Drains
Drainage
Terraces
Waterway Bevel oprent
Fencing

3065  acres
166„
201„

5  (umber)
Ill

EL322l  I.  F.
626  acres
5®4  miles
26  acres

m85  rods



LooKING  IO  RE  FurmRE
Geo.  R.  Kiser,   aha.irman

lt  ls  our  goal  to  have  a  coxplete  soil  and water  cons.ervation
plan  on  each  farm  in  Cedar  County.    The District  owns  a  t€rrac.-.
irJg plow which  i§  rented  out  at  $1®50  per  hol]r.    We  ha;ve  a  large
amount  of  land  in the  courity  that  could profitably use  teri-aces,
or  as  some  of us  like  to  call  them  a permanent/ contour  line  that
has  been la;yed out  very  carefully using a  slape  of  one  half  to
One  percent  towatrd  the  natur.al  drainage.    Almost  half  of  the
terraces in the  county are parall.i.

EKmLENS IOIS  Sin-VI 0E

Hcaard A.  hamllton,  County Ekten81on Dlr®ctor,  has  acted  ae
Secretary  of  the District  and has  been  charged with the responsir
bility  of promoting the  edr*ational  phases  of  the  soil  conservar
tion program.    Fhis  has  been  done  through  soil  conservation
meetings,   SmithHHnghes  and  Gbl.  meetings,   tounship  meetings.
individral  contacts,  and publicity  in  the  local papers.    Some
P|f|ase  of  soil  conservation was  stressed a.t  practically all  the
educational  meetings .held  in  the  county during  the past. year®

Soil  conservation demonstrations  were  presented  ty  a number
of  the  4JH  Clubs.    The  Harmony Hnstlers' ~soil  conservation
demonstra,tion  from  Clarence  won  a. blue  ribbon  at  both  tne
County  and  State Fair.  Def±±Lfi,e p;-ogress  has  been  made  in
a,cbially  getting more  soil  conservation  on  the  land®    The  County
EKtension Director  would  like  to  suggest  that  the  S.C.S.  persormel
help  to  develop  soil  conservation  demonstrations  for  each  of
our  eleven  boyst  4LH  Clubs  for  1955.     These  demonstrations  can
be presented  at  township  meetings, .local  club  meetings,  and
county  meetings.    I  believe  that  the  4-H  demonstrations  would
be  a. Very  eff ective  means  of  educating  the  people  of  the  county
of  the  need  and value  of  soil  conserva,tion.    Throuch  these
demonstrations,  a  large  mmber  of  people  would  be  reached®
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Goo.  R.  Riser,  Cihairman,  Wilton  Juriction.  Iowa
trm`  W.  Wertzbeni8her,  West  Branch,   Iowa
James  S.  Smith.   Starmrood,   Iowa
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