
Siouie  Streo[m
Comral,  Related  Problems I
Aired  at
-BY  JULIE  GcODSONi

Jeumdl Sfo« Wrlfer
I.DA    GROVE,    Ia.    -

Pros    and    cons    Of    possi-
ble flood control and related
water problems on the Little`Sioux   river   and   its   tribu-
taries  were  aired  at  a  pub-
lic  hearing  conducted  here
Monday by the United States
army  corps  Of  engineers. ,

Principal   argurients,  pre-
sented centered on decent ef-
forts Of the   Iowa  state` con-
servation  commis s i o n,  its`branch organiza t i o n s and

other  interested  a o n serva-
tionists  to  prevent  straight-
ening of the I chanriel because
it would destroy wildlife re-
sources.  .

Numerous      individuals,
however,  expressed. t h e i r
personal  desires  or  that  of
the  organizations  they. rep-
resented  to  fonget  the  fish
and   game   aspects   Of   the
project  and  concentrate  on
the fa.rmlands  involved.

Just  last  week  the;  Iowa
conservat i o n    commission
adopted  a  resolution  calling
on the army engineers to re-
ject  any  flood 'control  plans
which  call  for. "channeling"
the  Little Sioux river or its/'
tributaries in n a r t h w e s I
Iowa.

Such  charmel  straight-
ening provides  only ``in-
effectual  flood  control''
while ruining I lshing and .
recreation along the riv- .
ers,  the  commission  be-
lieves.
The  group  also  waged` a

similar battle with the corps
a g a i n s t the proposed Big
Sioux river channel straight-
ening  above  Sioux  City.

An  estimated  250'  persons
from a dozen Iowa commun-
ities  attended  the   congres-
sionally.  authorized   session
which was chairmaned by Lt.
col. Harold J. st. clair, oma-`L

kaaydoirstric|tbe:tfTg.eE#3ee:i
Ida    Grove   was   honorary
chairman and introduced the

Ida  Grove
views 'oif all interests relative
to   the    study   .findings    in
framin'§ recommendations.

``The§e views also will
b®  made  a  part  of  my
.report. . The  transmitted
report  will  be  officially

ii:::He:gt:c::::n¥i:::
governors  Of  Iowa  a'nd
Minnesota.  If the report
findings  and  recommen-
dations are concurred in
by the chief of engiheers,
and  assuming. a  project
is recommended,. the re-
port will be submitted to
Congress  for pro,ject  au-
thorization  .and   if  tn®
project    is    authorized,
funds  will  be  `requested
for  construction.

®

eo[run
that it might take three
years  to  complete   the
investigation.

Apprehension over any
proposed   d e velopment
resulting   in   straighten- I  ,(
ing  Of  the  stream  was
voiced  by  Earl G. Rose  `'.
of   t h e  Iowa  conseiva-

colonel and his party.
Monday's hearing  marked

the  first  time  Col.  St.  Clair.
had'   presided   at   such   an
event   since   replacing   Col.
Ht  G.  Woedbury, jr., fomier
Omaha district engineer who
was   transferred   to'` Korea
early last month.

No  Definite  plan
The  army engineers came

to Ida Grove with no definite
proposal  to  make.  nor  any
plan or project to describe.

Cotl  St.  Clair  prefaced  his
remarks by saying,  "We are
h?re tod.ay in order thtat you
may tell us  about the ideas
yo.u  have  and  the  improve-
ments needed  to  solve  your
problems.I The flow of infer-
nation at this hearing is es-
sentially one  way,  from you`.'      to  us.  This  is  your  meeting

and I am your moderator."
Before calling for comment

from  the  floor,  the  colonel'''..    al.so  asked  for  a  frank  and

full expression of views Of all
interested   parties   stressing
that "based on the informa-
tion presented here,  we will
make our' investigations  and

`.  `  prep.are  and  submit. our  re-
port."During the  eou.rse  of our
Investigation we will ` co--ordi-
mate  our  studies  with  state
and  federal  a`gehcies,  other
organizations,  and  most -im-
portant,  with you,  the  local
people that would be directly
affected by any potential pro-
grams  that  are  developed,"'~        Col.  St.  Clair  declared.    .

"If necessary, public meet-
lngs at the conclusion .of the
investigation,   will    be    ar-
ranged in order to inform the

"This  means  simply  that
project    authorization    and
funds for construction are a
responsibility of the congress
while the corps of engineers'
responsibilities  are  those  of
a technical consultant to the
congress,"   stated   Col.    St.
Clair.

The    colonel    noted    that
nearly 20 years had  elapsed
since .the ihitial `studies we,re
made on the flood Problems
of the entire Little Sioux riv-
er  basin..  .The  final  compre-
hensive  report;  published  in
1948  as  house  document 275,
concluded that while the en-
tire  basin  was  subject  to
•flooding, . the   flood   hazard
was most severe ,in the  low-t
er basin, within the Missouri
river  flood plain.;  that  flood
con.trol  in  the .basin  above
the -Missouri  flood `plain,  by
measures under the jurisdic-
tion Of the departm`ent of the
army,  w.as, impracticable  or
economically   unfeasibly   at
that   time,   but   that   flood
damages  in the  area  sh`ould
be `appreciably reduced after
inauguration  by  the  depart-
ment  of   agriculture   of   its
approved  program  for  soil-
erosion  Prevention  and  run-
off  and lwater  flow  retarda-
tion;   and  that  in  the  same
Missouri  flood  plain  area  a
project  for  flood  control  by
means  of  channel  improve-
meuts,  levees  and appurten-
ant  works,  was  practicable,
desirable   and   economically
justified, and should be con-
structed.

Col.   St.   Cliair   also    re-`'viewed the congressional au-

thorized  remedial   program
for  abating   damages  from
floods,  surface  soil  erosion,
and    major    gullying    by
means of treatment of farm-
lands  and  building  of  struc-
tures  to  control  majo.r  gul-,
lies  ,in  the  portion   of  the
Little Sioux river watershed
lying  below   Osceola   .and
Clay counties, and above the
Missouri   river   flood ~ pl'ain.

`  Will Confine  Study
"Since    installation    Of

measures    for    control    of
I I o a a  flows  on  the  Little
Sioux  river  and  its   tribu-
taries  cro.ssing  the  Missouri
river  flood  plain  is  almost
complete,  our  present  stud-
ies  will  be  confined  to  the
flood    problem    are'as    up-
stream  Of  the  existing  pro.j-
ect,   and  will  reflect   the
changed needs and demands
for project development, and
.wil`1  have  the  advan-tage.

``Inasmuch  as  the  re-

quest .for  the   restudy
orginated  with landown-
ers  in  th.a  flood  area
along the  West  Fork  of
the  Little  Sioux river in
Woodb.ury  , county    and
with  the  citizens  Of  Ida
Grove,     primary    con-
sideratlon  will  be  given
to  the   possibilities   for
providing  protection  tor+I -----. I--~ ,,    ~-,      C!t

t i o n  commission,  who
no.ted    that   the    Little

`  Sioux  ``is   an -iqubortant
•   fishing  stream."

He   also   stated   his   be-
lief  that  any  flood, controil
work should. begiri upstream
even in Minnesota and urged
that  various   mafsh ` areas
and  lakes  along  the  Little
Sioux  be  protected.

Mayor  Al.bert  Bird  Of  ,Ida
Grove, countered the opposi-
tion to channel straightening
saying,  "If it  is  possible to
control flooding in Ida Grove
we certainly are in favor Of
it.„

The    mayor   vividly    de-
scribed  early  floods  in  his
towin  and  in  particular  the
flood  Of  1914  when rescuers,
he said, had to lash victims
together to keep them  from
floating  away.

C o rrectiamville  farm.
er,  Lee  Smith,  took  is-
sue  with  the  conserva-
tion   head.   saying   ``1
doubt  that  the  two  or
three   dollars   ch arged
I o r  `fishing  licenses   is
worth  the  price  Of  the
com   that  'is   knocked
down ty floods."
Another _farmei,    a.    C.

Rasmussenlof   Ida   Grove
suggested,  "We will have to
work  from  all  sides  .  .  .
dainming and diking as well
as  soil  conservation."

Two   special   reports   on,
flood  situations  in 'the  Little
Sioux  basin  were  presented
to  Col.  St.  Clair  during  the
hearing.  One  conc'eming the
Ida  Grove's  devastation  to-
taling  S132,895  proprety  'loss
and other damage iri late Au-
gust Of 1962 was prepared by
J..V.  Heffron,   chairman  Of
the .city's  flood  control  com-
mitte e.                             ,

Cherokee business mien af-
fected    by   recent   flooding
along  the  Little  Sioux  also
gave   the   engineers   a   1963
supplement.  Les  Licklider of
Cherokee also spoke in favor
Of using good  sot I  conserva-
tion  measures  .to  keep  the
floo.d coritrol stage down. He
said  th.e.24-foot  level  in  1963

twoavisn\tE:dh£::%S:i:fstheh°i:s:
60 years.

E.  J.  Greskowak,
~ mayor  of  Mapleton,  ad-
dressed the meeting both
as  a  city  official  and  a
farmer.  He  cited  corps
help in trying to save the
Mapleton  airport  during
recent  flooding  by  sug-  .
gesting  car bodies  being
put along the river bank,
but added that even they
had  been  carried , away.
He   said   he   had   .spent
$5,000    for    diking    pur-
poses,  but  only  recently
the  river  still  cut  away
an  acre  or  more  olf  his
land.
Kenneth  `\Camey    of    Ida

Grove,  c..hairman  of  the  Ida
county board of supervisors,
presented  still  another  pro-
posal for flood control in the
Ida  Grove  area  where  the
Maple   `riv.er    and    Odebolt
creek  are  a  prominent part
of the Little Sioux river bas-
in.

Asks lmpoundment Area

toHeb::L%ue:tnedjtfaep::ftnme:::•area  creating  a  large 'lake
in  Ida  county  on  the 'Maple
river   since   "this   in   itsel.I

benefit of providing a much
needed  recreational  area  in
this'location."

Mr.` Camey sug\gested  se.c-
tions   13   and   24   of   Logan
township in Ida county, riorth
of `the county seat. He added

#::t::nt::rf.o:osuopnerrveics:f:
as  supporting the  state` con-
servation  commission ' policy
of opposing  stre`am  straight-
ening  and  wi'l.dl`ife  and  rec-
reational  area destruction.  `

Others   opposing   any
.change 'in the river inc`luded
Robert  Wiltse,  secretary, Of
the    Correctionville    Catfish
club,  'composed  of  320  memJ<
bers`;. Harry  W.  Heritage  of
Correctionville,  chairman  Of
the Woodbury county conser-
vation  board;  Mayor.Claire,
Ferguson`  .of   Sioux   Rapids,`
Ia.,  representing  th?  t o w n'
council, Sioux Rapids Chain-
ber  Of Commerce  and other
local organizations deeply in-
terested  in  c o n s e rvation;
Mirs.  Muriel  M i n g I i n a s,
chairman Of the  Sac .county
conservation  `bcard  land  W..
L.  Sanford,  presid.ent  of the
Sac  County  S p o i i s men's
club.

0. . E.  Wamock,  presi-.
dent    of    the    United   .
chapter lzaac W a' I i o n
league  o£  Sac,  8 u\e n a
Vista  and  C'h e r o k e\e  .
counties tuned in a pre-.
pared:  statement   noting
that his group by resolu-
tion  supported  the  Iowa
conservation commission.
on  this  matter  and  de-
sired  it  be  known  that
the   group's   position  .is
identical   to   Mr.   Rose,
superintendent  df  I i s h
and  game  for  the  com-.
mission  who  a p p eared
earlier. Monday.  at  I d a
Grove.
Mr.   Warnock,  said   his

group  further  feels  that  "it
is  of the  utmost  importance
toi  maintain  the  Little. Sioux
as   a   recreation   area   andr`straightening  Of  the  Stream

would  destroy it  as  a  f.i sh,,
habitat  and  would  eliminate`,
wooded   areas   which  occur)
along  meandering  bahks.' "

He urged that should the`re
be   flood   control   measures'
taken, to be accomplished by

tuhpas:r::c:Lerdaat:dmin:of-fr.at`her
Cites Levee Work  ,

Roy   Swain,   Chairman   of
the Monona county board of I`supervisors,    in    his    state-
ment, .cited  the  Little  Sioux,
channel levee alternation and
improvements  dthe  by  the
Corps and (known as Plan 0),
to  protect  land  in,  Ha-rrison
and Monona couuties  at and'
completed the esti_niated cost
Of Sl8,000.  A,s  spokesman for
the board;.the felt the one evi-
dent  weakness   was  in  the
Wopdbury  - 'Monona  county
area  along! drainage  district
number  2   (West   Fork)   as
witnessed    in    the    Hornick\`
fioeding  back  in  1962.

Elvin  E.  Leonard,  spokes-I
man fo!r`th6 Ida county board
of   supervisors,   stated   thatL
flooding  on  the  Map.1e  river
has  been a  sorirce of consid.--
erable  damage  to, Ida , coun-.
ty bridges  and that planning
Of ` permanent structures  has
been    delayed`    subject    to
when, \where  and  howl  con-
trot  measvires  will
tuted.   The  board,
f eels  that   effective'  control
mcasurers upstrelang  will ' re-
sult   in   materially   shorter
bridge 'structur,es  than  now
required.



Th.a STou-x Cit`y Journal Farm .W®ekfy,`M`on., Sepi .26, '1966

udges Use plane to View Conservation Work on Farms

Journal   Photos  bv  Marc  Cbx
From  the  air you  can  see  the  whole  farm-every  field,

every  guny  and  sign  of  erosion,  every  nght  spot  of  soil.
Men who  are dolng the Area judging in the Sioux City  Pxp-
gram  for  Permanent  Agriculture  soil  Conservation  program

..i                                    -3            ..I    ,..,    :`F    t`,,:-`-..     >.-ir.'.;`.4`,;      `   -.5itr,

this year used  alxplanes to  speedily  and efficiently compare       farms in Ida County as picked by earlier fudging teams. The
Iowa farms. This is the Otto Dose farm, operated by LeRoy    -  farfustead  lies  `in  relatively  flat .land,  but  note  the  large
Dose,  Ida  Grove,  Iowa,  as  lt  appeared  last  week  to judges       anount of terracing and `contouring of the steep slopes up to
circling lt.  The  Dose  farm  is  one  Of  three  top  apnservation       the tree-covered ridge.

Two days Of flying completed the judging

gr:gfa=oFi3e==el:.:eAnieirc?hd|=eTeiv#:E.
sponsored by The Siour City Journal and

City Chamber of Commerce. AI Moen,

Area  Couservationlst,  SCS,  Ft.  Dodge;   and
ferry   Hollander,   engineer,   SCS,,,  Spencer,
Ioiva; look +over a map Of northwest Iowa at
the  Cherokee  airport  to  prepare  their ffight
plans.

They're ready to` go+Moen `(the pilot) and
Hollander,   in  `tbeir   Piper, Commanche,`  to
view from' the  air the soft and conservation
work Of --topnotch farmers  in  Ida,  Cberokee,
Buene  Vista,  Po€ahontas  and  Sac  Counties.

Cruising  at  loo  in.p.h.  the  Job  took  only  a
couple  of  hours.  The ,winning  farms  were
judged  on  the  amoi]nt . an-d  completeness  of
the soil and. water-saving work and the qual-
lty Of the conservation practices.



.   -I_-*F____  _
_

I

ERE

'.-.:,.:.:,iErl1'1)I•,I.`"J(I



EEEi
EEiii-

..-_-r_¥11

tA

H
---- ae  =

    ------------ L
  I: -----, : -------.---,- :  .--.--.-i=

1  --_ ,.__



'.

.     -,    i,   n,     ,     i

--.. ~
;.i:+

:,:..`-:,i.i.:--`-,   .

*~
¢

i
,

t
.
i
+

y
fy

',``+
`       `

!`,+

E
E

=
`--.+

,         -`

i

]``'i.

I,ti

L



E
E

E
E

E
E

E
E



A  mclp of the Bitter Creek watershed wc]s placed  in the Holstein  State_     ..__   r-___-'' ,..--   11+.,1®151'1   JTqTe
Bclnk ,Friday.  Shown with  the map,  from the  left,  Elvie  Dreeszen,  comm-
ittee  mem'beH  Amie Putensen,  chairman,  Ida  County  Soil   Distn.ct
Commission; Vernon  Stamp,  secretary;  Chrl  Huth, ir.,  chairman;
Clarence Dau,  treasurer; Norton Obrecht,  president, Holstein
State Bdnk; and Donald  Kaufman,  work  unit consultant.

Picture  of
Wqlershed

The Bitter Creek Sub-watershed
Committee, consisting of Carl Huth,.
Jr., Chairman; Joe Grell, Vice Chair-
man; Vernon Stamp, Secretary;
Clarence Dau, Treasurer; and Elvie
Dreeszen, member, unvieled an aer-
ial photograph of Bitter Creek Sub-
watershed for .public viewing Friday
March 1, .at the Holstein State Bank.

The 3' x 6' photo of the water-
shed area, located two miles north
and fourmileswest of Holstein,      .`
will remain in the bank two weeks.
The map.shows the farms involved,
the conservation work completed, -
and areas still needing work.

Organized in Januarv 1966. Bit-
ten Creek Sub-watershed is a part of
the Little Sioux Flood Prevention
Project, located in portions.of
Griggs and Douglas townships of
Ida county and Union township of
Woodbury county. Seventy-six indi-
vidual farms contributed to form
the 10,751 acre sub-watershed.

In June of 1967, Bitter Creek
S`ub-watershed Committee applied
and received a "work plan" priori-
ty from the Little Sioux Works
Co.`mmittee. To meet the require-
ments of this priority, watershed
needed (a) 50% of I,he land signed
under a 'cooperative agreement with
the Soil Conservation District and
(b) a sizable portion of the conser-
vation practices (land treatment)
applied.

In Octo,ber, due to a more rapid .I
devel_opment on several laterals,
Bitter Creek Sub-watershed was di-
vided into two parts. The lower seg-
ment (part 1) consisted of 6503
acres and the upper segment (pert
2) consisted of 4248 acres. Then
the Bitter Creek Sub-watershed
Committee applied and received a
"construction" priority on the part
1 from the Little Sioux Works Com-
mittee.

The requirements for this prior-
ity are (a) 759ro of the land under a
cooperative agreement, (b) 75% of•-the land treatment `applied or sched-

uled to be applied. Part 2 still re-
mains under "work plan" priority.
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DON KAUI'MANN- new hec[d County Conservc[tion-
ist for Ida County.

Don Kau±manm Appointed  IIead   ,
`01* G'ounly  ConservalEom  DEslEicl

Doin   Kaunffman   is   tlhe   new
hard. icounty       `Con,servationis.t
fior Idta  Ciounty.  He icomes to Ida
Gr,ove  from  Und'erw'ood,   Iowa.

Don  is  `a  1956  g,Iladu.ate  'Of  IoT
wa   ,S\tat'e   Univefs.ijty.    For   six
years  .he  thug(hi   ag.r,icul!ture   in
Iorwa :sohools.  He  jointed  the  So'il
Conserva'tion  Service  wi'hi.1e  hiv-

`plioyed   in   Council   Bluffs.

Don's   faimily   consists   of   his
wife,    WaLnda;    and`   two    sons,
a`ges  fiive, and  nine..  T'he  family
will  ,remia'in \in  Underwood  un-
til  s.ahool  is  out.

Kie,n  Burnett  wil.I  n`ow  s`pec-
i`al'ize   bn   `£arm   planning   w`i.th

i.ng  in.  Co]o.   He   w,as   last   em-.     fa.rmers.
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DIG  THAT  CRAZY YARDSTICK-  Soil  Ccms`ervchion-
i.st  Don  Goodehow  shows  where  the  wc[iter  level  should
be at I.he dam at Moorehec[d Pc[rk.    The wcker chould be
up  cmother thELeen ±eet`.
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Mrs   Virginia   Boggs

Mrs. Boggs To
Iowa Tec[cher's
ConservCition Ccmp
•Mrs -Virginia   Boggs,   Arthur,,

will  attend  Iowa  Teachers  Con-  {
set.vatiori`  Camp,       Springbrook.,''
State Park near Guthrie Center.,
July   114th  `to   August   3rd.   The

'         ,            '     ;+        L`.      ,.           I.              ,                y.         \I.-:i=::i.+==_,`..::::i.:'.i:i::i,i::::..i::==

Ida   County   Soil   Conservation
District  provided  the  tuition  to
help   defray  her  expenses.   She
will study Biology, which stress-
es  rocks  and  mmerals„  soi.i  and
land' man.agement      and  water
coiiservatioh.

Mrs  Boggs  has  taLught  in  the
Arthur   grade    school       `for   `2L2
years.   At   the  -bresent       she.  i.s
teaching kindergarten and vocal
music.

She earned a bachelor.'s degree
in    education    a..ncl    psychology
from  `Buena  Vista   Collega   aind
has acquired a sem'ester cf grad-:
uate   credits   from   Drake   Uni-I-`
versity...-i..,{!
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TAKE PLANE RIDE- Several fomiliets   Of the .Gront-Hc[ye5 Special Wqtershed Pro-
ect` are shown nexit. to the pl`¢ne thc[It carried  them over  the  special projtect for \an  c[eridl
riow Of the  completed work. ,  V&c  Lunzman,  standing  on  the  plane,  provided .the-rides
pthe families.
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Sialloned

Bob  Bo`vi,en
'WEns  Sail ^  '

Fc[rm Awc[£d
I.ast   week      an   honor   was

awarded  to  ,Mr  Robert  Bowen
who   op;eratg`s       a:  farin   Of  260
acres  north  of  Ida  Grove.  He
received  a  number  one  rating
on  his   soil  conservation  prac-
tices.   Mr  Bowen   is   using   the
`strip  crop  p?et.hod  in  his  fields.

goen:i=::'ntg£3oatnhesf:]¥t£::¥aFte°r:
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Date of tssue ~.__.___~___±S±:±H=__25_..__a_S_

scni 6gr _D_Qnald__G.,. __Kau-ffran__

S[atfonedai..I.da._9.I.Qy.eL®...I.9.Ha...

Mrs. Boggs At
frornervatinn enp
For Teachers
£je¥r££E¥:go:n¥grn:d:£tn%snfc:af£¥a::

_  &Prrifengcb:::ekr.State Park near Gu-
The camp is 'sponsored jointly

:y:§F::|no?a::ea?of!e::iTto:fg:oF-.

:Etri:s:e:#tp|Eb:Tgcit!Pa::Ee:;g,pon-.

.  servation in general.

io#:Sd:r°fe8:£ne€sapr3in°X£Eately

i:a.:ngic:rfethg!!.f::rtde#:e:iTii¥:ic,3i-:;
in its 19th summer.

!|h:Tge.opip:t;:eili|;ari:£#nff::.#ecee week sessions the~p,artici-

£Et:t¥i±;L#ootr:Viol:¥:g :tpupdryo-

munrty school.



I    2+hep' S.ioux
City`.`Jou`rnal  _Farm W;ekly, Mon„h.,f  Ma'y  `1`3,   1'9`68

®'e e Field

The. George .Hoffman `Jr.  farm  near  Ida  Grove,  Iowa,
was  a busy place  last  week when -6,000  people  att?nded  the
Quad-State  Minimum  Tillage  Field  Day.  Modern field .prep-
Oration  and  planting,  utilizing  minimum  tillage  machines,
was  demonstrated  by  25. different  machines.  The  field  dray
was  cooperatively   sponso_red  by   the   Ida,. County,  Agriqu|-
tura! Council, the  County Expension service, Iowa State Urn-
versity,  radio  station  WNAX  and  the  Ida  Grove  Jaycees.
Seed com,  fuel,  herbicides and  ferti.lizers  were provided by

\     local  firms.-.The  Hoffman  minimum  tillage  demonstration
will be open for inspection.-throughout. the sumlner. The public
may `drive in and view the progress Of the com  tilled under
different  methods.  A  fall  field  day  will  be` held  at  harvest
Gme with various  types oi harvesting machines in use.
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