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The bes Moines County Soil Congervation Uistriet has enjoyed & good year.
We may be a little optimistio but we feel that the tide has begun to roll in.
After a couple of yoars when progress seemed slow and interest rather low, we
believe that the program of the distriet is getting & good foothold and will ,ff}f 4
move ahead more rapidly. The number of inquiries sad the general interest in “/
ﬁtnmntmu“mhnummnthhhu. y

The district working with w mm. smm- and business oamm has
carried on & Lroad sducationsl mm thu -w oﬂ‘ last Jnmurywhht
conservation short course for fifty farm leaders in the county. This wes & *
two-day event, starting at 10 a.m. and earrying thru to 3:30. Technical ub-\;e G
oot mberial was presented by spleyses of Whe Soil Gomservation Serviee with
pointed discussion from the audience. We believe that this short course fur~
nished the stimulus for other events of the year. A lerge percentage of the
group attending indieated & desire to see some of the conservation messures in
operation, 80 the distriet working with the extenmsion director, s et up & tour
in Juns. Although there was a serious dowm powr of rain for sn hour just after
the tour started, the group sat in their cars in a ueadow and after the rain,
earried on and completed the inapection, hampered only slightly by the mud and
water.

Probably she major ovent of the year wes o demenstration and rield day
held om the farms of John Blaul, Kemneth iedfern snd Plon Oberman. Here in {;,;f_e,,,wé’
one day we demonstrated most of the oonservation mensures that could be .M«
et that time of yesr. This included construction of diversions and terraces

using fowr different kinds of equipment, filling gullies end building watere
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oounu. with heavy equipment end with regular farm equipment an old bluegrass
pasture was prepared for reseeding. Also demonstrated was the spraylag of weeds
and shrubs in pesture clearing. A contowr plowing contest was held as apart of
the day's activitiess There were observational plots of wurious forage plants
and areas of pastwre renovation, sowe new and others of verious ages to demone
strate the value of improved blusgrass pasture. although it wes necessary to
postpone the event & day becsuse of rain, there was an atiendance of approxima-
wely 4,000 people. This rield day was held in cooperation with the Loulsa County
8041 Conservation District who together with the Burlington Hawk-Eye Gazette

wore the co-spongsorse Much oredit must go to this newspaper, leocal conbtrastors,
equipment dealers, bankers, merchants, Extension Servioce, 8;11 Conservation
Service and the ferm bureau ladies for helping with the arrangements.

Angt her msjor event of the mst year was the Soil Conservation snd Farm
Institute sponsored by the Burlington Chamber of Commerce. At this event the
Chember of Commeree munounced the wimners of the traditional 10-sere sorn yield
snd solil conservation contests with a dinser for contestants and an agricultural
program for farmerse The district appreciates the contribution of the Burling-

iﬁ Chanber of Commeres.

de want %o acknowledge the cocoperation of the farm buresu, Extension
Service and looal AAk. Demonstration meotings were held with AAA committesmen
and ss a result, additionsl contouring wes established to neighboring termers.

The veterans' olass has spent considerable time studying soll conserwvstion
and proper lond use. Mr. pedfern, one of the comuissioners, has taken the re-
sponeibility of this class for three months and this good work should be in-
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The So0il Congervation Service has provided a farm planner and an ald
during the year along with other technleal help msking surveyse

The Extension Virector has devoted considerable time both as seeretary
for the diastriet and in direeting the various educationsl programs.

| Demonstrational forsge plots were seeded during the year, one on the farm
~ of Plon Obsrman and the other on farm of ,lbert Bentley. Alse, a seeding of
alta fescue was made on the ferm of Leland Bosarth which didn't do very well
but we hepe for a better season next year.

Walter syre, County ixtension Director, carried on a definite program of
showing soil conservation films during the winter gnd spring months. le used ' } "
them on perhaps 15 %o 20 special progrmms. After the conservation field day,
colored slides of the event were shown to several groups of people.

The commissioners have uade plans for another conservation short course
next month, this one to have Extension specislists as feculty. The general
plan used last yesr will be followed.

Rural schools sre showing inercesed interest as a result of the s tandard: /.-
courses. Hewspaper publicity has been sxcellent with coverage of all major
svents. The loeal radio station, K.B.UsRe is very ocooperative and has helped
to tell our storye.

An indicetion of how some people are taking hold is illustrated in the
following stories. Mr. John W. Smith of Yarmouth won first prige in the Chamber
of Comme ree conteat. He operstes 570 acres of very good land owned by C. J. Arts.
During the year these two put into operstion many of the accepted conservation
practices applicesble to this area. The soll was tested for fertiliser and lime

noeds - 670 tons of limestone and 150 tons of roeck phosphate were applied.
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They built two drop inlets with earth fills. They sloped in some gullies and
reshapéd more than & half mile of watvercoursese They successfully rencvated
20 sores of old pasture and contoured all row erops on sloping fields snd left
good waterways. They laid 3,000 feet of drain tile. They adopted a rotation
with two years of meedow, using slfalfa~brome mixture. This seems to be an
sll-around complete conservation farm plan. Mr. Arts who is well along u'm
seventies is keenly interested im two things - making a dollar and bullding up
farm land. ls thinks he has found both in the conservetion way of farming. At
his age he says he gan't waste too auch time.

Noah Schrock of Huron Township went to work on a piece of poor pasture
lsnd which had once been u oropped field. Loss of topsoil and gullies on the
long, steep slopes had caused its sbandomment. All he hed to start with was a
poor stand of grass on a badly epoded field. Hs established grassed waterways
on the first year, bulldoszed in the gullies, built three terraces along the top
of the slope and plauted the field to corm on the contours Incidentally, im this
good corn yesr, Mr. Schrock got a yleld of about 65 bushels to the acre.i five
inch rein on the night of July Lth caused very little, soil movement. Vater ranm
clear in the %errsce outlets. lo corn was washed oute Terraces and contouring
did the job on a field that ordinarily would be considered too steep to farme
Hr. gohrock was 80 successful that he has purchssed another worm out pasture
farm which he expeocts to work on. He figures he oun make & good thing of ite

Recently we stopped along the road %o talk with Jack Pilling of Yellow
Spring Townghipe He said, "I suppose you notioed that I plowed those fields on
the contoure. Elmer Hesmer halped me lay them out. We got slong all right. After

all, contouring is just using common sense™.
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Here are soms comments relative to the conservation field day. We have

e,

talked %o & great many people who attended our field day and the remarks most
often made are that "it was just big enough so that one could see all and could
sorta fit some of the jobs into kis own particulsar problems”. The proof of
this is that several in the neighborhood sre filling in their gullies exmctly
the way it was dons on the field day and we think there are others thet we
haven't seen who are doing the same thing. Also there seems to be a great deal
of interest in pesture improvement work. We have besn & sked many times concerue
ing this type of work.

Another thing that comes wp very frequently is that a good many are watoh-
ing how the work we did that day proves out. That is typieal of all us nmh -
we would like to see the other guy try it and if it works out, we get inverested
and want to try ite. While this method doesn't swamp us with work, it does prove
we are going the right way and in time it will show good results.

One farmer who attended our field day, made the remerk that he would run
anyone off the place who built any o;‘ those new fangled terraces on this place.
Well, when he got home he talked 1% over with his boys and began to think of
his owm land - how it wae getting eway and he wasn't doing anything about it.
Then his ressoning changed, changed to the point that before the ground froze
this fall he hed constructed a good many hundred feet of terraces and is anxious
to do moree

isst spring & day was spent in treining AiA commltbesmen how to lay out
contour lines. One of the flelds on which contouring was done was a li~acre
field on the lester Hamilton farm in Pleasant Grove Township. This field was
& rolling piece of land with an average 8% slope of timber land with most of the
topsoil sroded off the steeper slopes. After harvest, lir. Hamilton reported that
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the field made an aversge of U5 bushwls per scre with no noticeable loss of
soil. He stated that he hadn't expected the field to ever make more than 50
bushels to the sere. The field was broken out of & clover timothy sod this
spring. He says that frcn now on he is going to either contour or terrace all
of his farm land. Mr. Hamilton is now in the process of getting his neighbors
interested, as he was the first one in doing any conservation work in this
n.ot.ghlm‘hood.

Hespectfully submitted,

Des Molnes County Soil Conservad on Distriet

(nz John L. Blaul
. s Chairmmn
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80il Conservation District

ANNUAL REPORT OF EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Les soines County
DISTRICT

Burlington

lowe

(Name) (Headquarters of Dist. Gov. Body)(3tate)
Period_____ﬁ!:_}___ 1‘}’&; to DPees 31 1‘3_)!

This To
ACTIVITY Year Date
Number 1% »

Educatignal Meetings shendasos | WD 1548
Number 1 5

foury Attendance | 130 191

* Number B 13 iy

Demonstrations o T 4000 L1528
: % 3 . Number e "?
Leader Tra;nlng Meetings Attsnéance 72 72
Exhibits Number " A
Radio Talks Number 10 18
News Articles Jumber 60 150
Commissioners' Meotings Bumber 12 33

N rvation plens = T2 on
. Conservation surveys on

e

12;571 aar;;

~# Flold day was in cooperation with Lowisa County SCDe
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Copies of 1948 Annual Report sent tos

Cs W. Moody, Editor, Burlington Hawk-eye Gazette

Honorable Thomas E. Martin, House of Representatives, Washington 25, BC.
llonerable W. Ne. Skourup, State House, Des loines

Honorable Carl Hoschek, State House, Les *oines

Honorable Yuy Gillette, U. S. Senate, Washinggon 25, D.C.

Honorable Bourke Hickenlooper, U. 8. Senate, Washington 25, D.C.



