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find breaks have 
1any advantages 
Val Gerdes, Soli Conservationist 

1ish I had eo.·f'n a mckle for e~t-ry lime a farml'l' or 
wlCe has told mt-, " We need more trees in this area, Lbe 
JUSt biOWii all the time." It seems typical that tht"Se 
e complain very well, yet seldom try to remedy the 
ion by plantnlg trees. 

! best way to reduce the wmd around your (arm or home 
~!ant and maintain a good wmdbreak. A w1ndbre4k is 
of total farm management plan 1 he Hardin Soil 
•rvation District and the Soil Conservation Service are 
~ed in helping Iannen and landowners deH'Iap 
rvation plans that work for you. Wind eros1on control is 

---v---· benefit of a windbreak, howe~er,thtre can be man)' 
benefits. 

NT"nvf' of trees and shurbs can reduce stre;.s on livestock 
eo pens, cut down on heeling costa and reduce the 
nt of snow that piles up m the yards. In a storm, the 
(e seeks protection there This is unportant to fo;~~ and 
ant populations. 

summer, well placed trees are the most efflc1ent atr 
Again, both livestock and familes can benefit 

the shade and protection of your windbreak. 
fields are worked and the dllit starts to blow, a 

reak is a real treat, no dust on clean clothes and cars, 
.unage to paint, sidings and machinery. All t.bJ.s adds 

~ 'l'lon~ey and time that is saved 
.nk spring and fall are my favonte seasons to enjoy 
reaks With proper selectloru. of the type!' of trt.-es, 
can be beautiful displays of spring blooms and fall 

Wild black cherry, aspen. hard maple. oaks lindens 
variety or shrubs can be oombmed 10 almost any 

"In reak With the new varieties of bush cherries , plums, 
and l 'leJ' frwts. an additional harvest al fruits and nuts could 
be if ilable in a well managed wmdbreak. 

wt more people seeking to reduce heatin~t costs, firewood 
ma)f_ soon be a premium commodity A windbreak 
comf 1atlon woodlot may be your answer, with good 
plali 1g and management thi.l can be accompllsbed Fast 
gro~ g. species like poplar, willow, and silver maple are 
m•'t wtth green ash, hard maple and oaks Timber 
p tion may be another way to use an odd area. Walnut 
aud tck cherry are considered for this purpose. 

..,. e are a variety of combinations of trees and shrubs 
a~ •il >le. Please consider your purpose, the effect you want 
01 J t ·soil types The ASCS will aid you infmancmg of your 
wu, eak and the Soil Conservation Service will help you 
pi n, 'W' windbreak as part of your total conservation plan 
Nc ."f' the time to be planmng for plantmg your windbreak 
th • ;ng Remember the best time to plnnt a tree was 20 
ye rt1go 
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by Gary D. Walters, chairman, Hardin S.C.D. 

Due to Ideal weather conditions, con 
struction on permanent structures made great 
headway during 1980. We allocated over 
$50,000.00 for terraces and other structures, but 
could have used more funds because some 
projects were sbort of the 50% cost share allowed 
by the Hardin County Soil ConservaUon District 

During the fall we saw an Increase of 
conservation tillage on com stubble in Hardin 
County. Many soybean fields were not tilled and 
others had only an anhydrous application on 
them. Far too many field• that were In soybeans 
were disked, chisel plowed. and mold board 
plowed The resulting wind erolson Is hor· 
rendous, amounting to thou.'l&nds or tons of 
topsoil lost forever Clean mold-board plowed 
com stubble fields have Incurred serious losses 
oC top!\OU by wind erosion. also 

between adjoining landowners, but we can be 
called upon to see that the damage Is remedied. 

During Uli!O, we saw the State Conservation 
<Ammisslon NH:Iasslfy Upper Pine Lnke as 
under 100 acres, thus outlawing outboard 
motors Many farmers have built terraces in the 
Pine Lake Watershed, while othert have done 
nothing during the last 20 years Many o{ the 
original terraces, have not been maintained 
properly and have little or no water storing 
capacity. Some fanners in the Pine Lake 
Watershed, continue to mold-board plow the 
fragile FayeUe soib., which contribute to sedl· 
mentation o{ both P1ne Lakes. We find this 
intolerable! I We will be working more closely 
w1th the State Soil <Anservation Commi.~slon to 
identily these acres with excessive soU erosion I 
With Iowa cost ~hare at 751\ in the Pine Lake 
Watershed, it seems to us that, anyone, that 
belleves In the future of agriculture and the 
beauty recreational value of Pine Lake State 
Park, should be able to do his share I 

We urge aU citJZeD!t ol Hardin County to wnte 
and talk to your State and Federal Legislators , 
requesting that they support soil and water 
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The Iowa Soil %000 Law was pa~;.~ed In 1980, 
which, If funds ore available. will put more 
conservation on the land Tht law tnablt!l> the 
SCD's to Issue a conservation plan and folder for 
e~ery rarm by lbt year lfi8S. It IS hope-d that by 
1990, aU fanners will have begun soil con.serva· 
tion practices on their land 1£ they have not 
begun, the SCD Commi"sionen .,.,;u determine if 
farms are losing more than s tons of topsoil per 
acre Then. if the !IOU low is 10 e~tcr:s.< of s tons 
per acre, tht- fanner will be notified that he must 
comply to the soil loss limit After 3 yea.-,. 1993 
tf the fanner Is In violation, then mandatory 

con>ervation fundmg for COil share, re!!earch, SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE 
and work forces PERSO"'INEL - Front row. left to right Val 

We invtte your dona bona for our con~>ervat1on Gerdes, Soli ConservaUonllt, Stev~ Manternach, 
club membenlnp, so that Wl' may contmue our District Conaervatlonlst and .,tellnda 

Schwarck. Clrrk. Back row left to right : Fred 
Rosrnkrnns, Conservation Alde (part-dme] and 
Earnest Uoffa, Engineering Alde 

educational maleri '~ to school~. our bank 

action will be filed agalllltt him. 
displays, our booth at the Hardin <Aunty Fair, 
and our ~pe«h conte.1t Financial Report 

(July 1, 1979 - June 30, 1980) 
Presently. the commlc;sionen can act If 

siltation is damaging others 10 the county. We 
would prefer, that acuon could be handled 

Lt..'T'SALLMAKESOIL EROSION SOCIALLY 
UNACCF.PTABLEI' 

-------------------------
MEMBERSHIP CARD 

HARDIN DISTRICT 

SOil CON~ERVATION ClUB 

~ . ·lpt Cord 

Hardrn District 

Soil Conse,..,ation Club 

N m .. 

Address 

Amount $ 

Name -----------------------------------
R•tum to: 

Hordrn Sool Consl'rvntoon Dostrlct 

Hordm So1l Con~. Drstrict 
Post Olfoce Buoldlng 
Eldora, lowo 'i06?7 

Stanle) and Neu GranlOl' hue ~on tht lzaak 
Walton Leagu.- Windbreak Awllrd ln Hardin 
County. Plc:turtd b thtlr wlndbruk, louted In 
Section 3 or Plruant Township. WlndbrtakJ are 

a ~ery Important part or a farm eoe'l() saving 
program. A w~ll planotd windbreak can rtduc~ 
... tnd Hloclt) up IAI 75~ and rtducr )OUT ~no~ 
drlfUnR problem. 

Trees and shrubs vital 
to conservation effort 
by Val Gerdes, Soli Conservatlonallst 

Like our -;oil. trees are a VItal re»oui'CII ThPir 
uses and value are as varied as the different 
~pecies . They are a source of' wood. wood 
products paper, fuel, nnd beauty 

The Hardin Soli CollltervaUon Dtstnct, wtth 
other Distrtcts and the Soil Conservation Serv1ce 
<SCS> are Interested In trt.-es and shrubs for 
control o{ erosion and wildlife habitat. 

As was emphasized by Governor Ray's 1980 
Plant lown Program Iowa's woodlands are 
dwindling at a very rapid rate Iowa had 7 
million acres or woodlands in the late 1800's 
which has been reduced to 1.5 acrts in the late 
1970's 

Consider on a more local scnle, the number of 
farm woodlots and windbreaks that have been 
cleared In your neighborhood How many acres 
of timber have been changed to pastures, field 
housing developments. or roads 

The SCS and the Hardm Soil Conservation 

DIStl'lct work with landowners and formers to 
manage woodlands In the best way possible. 
Often. Iarmer> 'Aith Special manag~ment or 
dlsea.~~ problems. are rt'ferred to the Di,o,trict 
Forest~r 

Tht- SCS provides assistance for farmers on 
planmng windbreaks and wildlife habitat as part 
of a total conservation plan ror the farm 
Wirtdbreaks are u'ed both around farmsteads 
and livestock units, and around fields and 
orchards where topsoil and tender crops need 
protecUon rrom cold and draughty winds or 
storm~ 

Wildlife areas an: USed In odd areas such as 
nlong deserted railroad right of ways, or areas of 
non-farmable land The main reason for 
providing wildlife habitat are to increase and 
protect desirable wildlife such as pheasants, 
partridge, fox and squirrels. 
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t"td up ~lth ~lnd and water erwlon• Did you ~ver ~ant to try n~tUl, but never had the 
right phant~r· H there 1, enough lntert'it, the Hardin SCO 'A Ill make arrangements for )OU 

to rent a n~llll planter Fill out lh~ follo~lng coupon and mall to the Soli Conservation 
Olctrlct Ortlct, P .O Box 108, Eldon. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
N»~-------------------------------------
AD~s ________________________ ~-------

NUMBER OF ACRES YOU 1r~ISH TO TRY NO-TILL ON. __ _ 
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CROP TO J3F PLANTED 1 , 

I I £ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Wind erosion Is u~ere In llardln County. This 
field ln the southeast ~. of section 12 In Eldora 
To"n~hlp will los~ an uerage of 10 ton ptr ac:r~ 
prr year Fall plo~lng causes wind ~roslon . 

Sc~nes like this can occur nery year and will 
continue to otcur eH'r) yeor untll action Is taken 
to \lop it. Will lbls action come In lbe form or 
lo"~ or ,,m farmen. wake up and take action 
before it Is too late? 

Ag Supply Service McDowell & Sons Contractors 
" Be Sure of Your Har vest " 

Hoffman Seed 
Farms,lnc. 

FEEDS 

Vern Greimann Eldora 

@ . 
PIONEER~ ,., .... 

SFFOS 

Crosley Farm Store 
PHONE 858-MlS 
E}JJ>ORA, IOWA 50U7 

eR~Istorod trldomariC ot 
Plon11r HI·Bred lntorn•llon•o, 
Inc., o. ~nes. low• 

PIONEER BRANU 
Seed Com-Soybean Seed-Sorghums-AUoUa­
Grass Seed Mlxes 

Til ing, Int akes and Terr ace Work 

Ackley, Iowa Ph. 847-3231 or 847-2978 

Shore Construction Co. 
Eldora, Iow a 

858-3923 858-3909 858-5209 

R.R. 1, Iowa Falls, Ia. [515] 855-4330 

RR 2 INOIA'<OLA. IOWA 60125 
HOME PHONE (515) 881-3578 

L. J. "JACK" WADLE 
SA~ES flEPIIESENTATl\IE 

CLINTON CUlVERT CO., INC. 
P.O. BOX387 
CLINTON, IOWA SZ732 

2050 HARRISON DRIVE 
PHONE [319)242-6864 
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