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The local Soil Conservation 
Di!\riQti~ pre<Ucling an increas­
ing' us~ of tile ~n Davis county 
fa,rfn land. . . 

Tile i~ commpn *bn .rlcl~er land 
to the ~aorth, lfu1 its application 
to pooi·er s.Us of southern Iowa 
has been infPequent. 

Altho~gh tl$re have been 
a £ew smaller tile jobs in 
the county, Donald Al­
theide, fa rmer of 10 miles 
southeast of, Bloomfield, is 
pioneeriJtg what's thought to 
b e the "'"biggest system in 
existence in Davis county. 

Contractor Russell Pence of 
Keota, ,delayed last week by wet 
weather, finished the tiling JOb 
yeste\·day on Altheide's farm, 
layin~ 5 miles of tile beneath 
39 aetas of Big Wyacondah bot- · 
tomland. 
. Althe1de ha'f\fl't had any con-' 
si~tent success with ratsmg 
crops on the lenda. which drained 
poorly. He hopes now he can 
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farm the land?. every year. 
Verle Arnold, work unit con­

servationist with the SCS, sai<i 
the theory behind tiling ~ to 
lower the water table, 'iVing 
plant roots "more feeding rrrnge" 
before th,ey nit free water. 

~
work properly, 
be able to get 

into 1eld sooner in 

1 the spring, too. 

Government cost-sharing is 
available for tiling, with feder­
al funds picking up 40 to 50 per 
cent of the blll, including tile-. 
and labor. -The aver"ge tile job wpuld 
t un about $!20 an acre, Ar~old 
said. If the fEld¥.al -gove~~ent 
paid. half th~ cist;. it would~ave 
the farmer a eg~ ~f $60 al'tacre. 

In • Davis county, tiling work 
would probably be confined to 
bottomland, said"' Arnold, al­
though not all bottomland would 
profit from tiling. Some soil is 
too hea\'y to ~ake tiling pay. 
'tsoil sample ho~e's were~pu~hed 
all over Althetd~s 39 acres to 
determine soil suitability for 
tiling. 

Arnold s'aid all major 
creeks have botfomland thai 
could probably :Benefit from 
tiling- inclv4i.ll6 Fox, Soap, 
Fabius, Big' ,~acondah. of 

ThiS spring, a tiling s_y::;ff!m 
that is "fairly complel," -ac­
cording to arnold, was finisped 
on the Ralph Baker farrn ~m!!es 
west of tQwn. Around 1 ~ '3cres 
were inVOlved, located on t11e 
Btg W) aeon~. Wayne Proctor 
farms the 1ctttar · r 

Altheid.e':s p:r;ojec.:t. nQ>\vever. is 
the larf!Pl't to be engineered by 
the SCS umt here. 


