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Thank You

USDA-NRCS Volunteers:
Katie Rutledge Karen Niebuhr

Colleen Putnam John Frieden

A HUGE thank you goes out to our
contributors: past, present and future.
Without you, our community, educa-
tional activities and awards would not
be possible.
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“There can be no greater issue than that of
conservation in this country.”
—Theodore Roosevelt

Gullies and Ephemeral Erosion

Do you have a gully or ditch that just keep getting deeper or wider? Or, maybe a water-
way that has an erosion problem down each side of it? You may need a tile outlet ter-
race or basin to control that upland erosion, while the gully may need an impoundment
structure, or pond to help stabilize it.

There is cost share and technical assistance available from the Monroe County Soil and
Water Conservation District to help provide altematives for these issues. The Monroe
County Soil and Water Conservation District receives money from the State of lowa to
fund up to 50% of the estimated cost or actual cost whichever is lower. Currently, there
is a cap of $5,000 cost share reimbursement per project.

There are also no-interest loans and low interest loans availa-
e ple through the Soil District to help cover projects. The no-
_ interest loan cannot be used alongside cost share. The maxi-
| mum loan amount is $10,000 payable over ten years. The low-
& interest loan can be utilized with cost share funds, or used by
itself to assist in the installation of a project. The maximum
amount for that can be borrowed is $50,000. All projects must
meet Natural Resources Conservation Service specifications to receive the assistance.

A soil conservation technician can visit the property to evaluate the problem and provide
one or more alternatives to solve the soil erosion, or water quality issue.
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Discover the Advantages of Cover

If you are looking to increase the productivity of your ground consider COVER CROPS.
Cover crops are typically planted in the fall after the harvest of another crop. Using cov-
er crops in between normal cropping seasons can help to reduce soil erosion, limit nitro-
gen leaching, suppress weeds and increase the soil organic matter. The benefits of the
off season crops will: Improve soil health by leaving organic material to decompose, im-
prove water infiltration by reducing soil compaction, improve water retention by protect-
ing the soil from the effects of wind and sun, improve nutrient recycling by retaining ferti-
lizers and releasing it back in to soil and provide additional grazing and haying opportu-
nities

There are several funding sources for producers who wish to enhance their productivity
with cover crops. If you are interested in leaming about more benefits and cropping op-
tions, contact the office.

Marvin Wirtjes
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:DON’T FORGET
:TO STOP IN THE
:FSA OFFICE

'MAY 20 -
.JUNE 14

:TO SIGN UP FOR
:CRP THIS YEAR! :

: CRP Nesting Season: *

:May 15 -
:August 1 :
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Miller Creek Watershed Project

In 2010, the lowa Watershed Im-
provement Review Board (WIRB)
awarded a grant of $255,300 over a
three year period to help landowners
in the Miller Creek Watershed ad-
dress the issue of soil erosion and
pollutants entering the stream.

Monroe County's SWCD & NRCS
became concerned when Miller
Creek had been listed on our state’s
303d Impaired Waters List. The list
represents lakes and streams not
meeting our state’s standard to sup-
port aquatic life. The creek's impair-
ment was determined to be from ex-
cessive sediment and nutrient deliv-
ery into the stream from upland run-
off. This created elevated water tem-
peratures, increased algae growth

and low dissolved oxygen levels. The
results have had a devastating im-
pact.

with NRCS submitted a request for

an extension for an additional year,

which was approved! We will be able
to continue our conser-

The District vation efforts this spring
then estab- with no hesitation.
lished several

conservation “We have either met or If you are a landowner
goals they in the Miller Creek Wa-
wanted to exceeded most of the goals | iershed and are interest-
meet within that were planned.” ed in establishing con-
the three year servation practices,
period to help please contact Linda

reverse these

effects and

have been successful! We have ei-
ther met or exceeded most of the
goals that were planned. With the
amount of interest landowners still
had last December, the SWCD along

Shumate, Project Coor-
dinator, at the office for
more information.

Through the NRCS and EQIP, we
can help you improve wildlife habitat
on your property through various

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

EQIP is a voluntary conservation pro-
gram we administer through the
NRCS that provides financial and
technical assistance to agricultural
producers through contracts up to a
maximum term of ten years. Through
these contracts, the program pro-
motes agricultural production and
environmental quality by allowing
opportunities to improve soil, water,
plant, animal, air and other related

resources.

Applications can be
made at anytime.
Ranking and con-
tracts are developed
from November
through March. A
wide range of practices are covered

including terraces, structures, grazing

systems, water supplies and conver-

| sion of open feedlots to con-
 finements. Monroe County
' has allocated $106,200 for

1 2013 EQIP funds.

| Stop into the office or give us
a call to talk more in depth
about EQIP and what the pro-
gram can offer you.

Wildlife Enhancement Opportunities Available

practices. Some practices include:
timber edge-feathering, green
browse establishment, forest stand
improvement, prescribed burning and
tree and hedgerow establishments.

Timber edge-feathering is a practice
which creates a gradual edge be-
tween cropland and forestiand to pro-
vide food and shelter for wild turkeys,
whitetail deer and especially upland
birds such as pheasants and quail.
Green browse establishment is ac-
complished by planting plants inten-
tionally to attract wildlife, Multiple
types of wildlife will utilize these fields
to bed, brood and eat. Forest stand
improvement is the regeneration of

forest to improve or sustain timber
production. Prescribed burning is to
promote desired vegetation to
achieve your wildlife goals and objec-
tives. We can assist you with tips and
suggestions in your burn plan. Tree
and hedgerow establishments are
plantings of a combination of hard-
wood or conifer species to suit the
type of wildlife you want.

In Monroe County, during the year of
2012, we obligated $57,773 for wild-
life and forestry programs on 346
acres. There are many other practic-
es within the programs with which we
can assist and help guide you
through.

For more information, please contact
Stacy Wickman at (641) 932-5144

Upcoming Events

April 28 through May 5, join in on
the fun of lowa's 72nd Soil and Water
Conservation Week! The theme for
this year is “Where Does Your Water
Shed?”

lowa lakes, rivers and streams are
valuable to lowans and the state's
economy. In fact, 6 out of 10 resi-
dents visit these different water areas
each year, generating 1.6 billion dol-
lars of revenue for the state,

According to lowa Agriculture, lowa
has over 600,000 acres in the CRP
buffer initiative and more than 60 ac-
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tive watershed and water quality pro-
jects. In Monroe County, we have
helped install more than 1,700 acres
of CRP on 65 different contracts over
the past year alone.

Visit “The Highway Restaurant” on
Highway 34 in Albia, April 28-May
5 for a free activity placemat on
watersheds! If you'd like to leam
more, please stop into our office.

April 177—SWCD will sponsor “Trees
for 3's” (an activity we provide to third
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grade students to teach them the
importance and impact trees and
conservation have on our environ-
ment.)

May 2—Farm Bureau Agriculture
Day. A day in which we assist in giv-
ing presentations to third grade stu-
dents to explain soil erosion and wa-
ter quality issues using an Envi-
roscape Model.
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