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A CHRONICLE OR A REALISTIC PICTURE IN WORDS~CP THE CRI.IN
FOUEDING AND EARLY HISTORY OF THE DES MOINES' WOMERS' CLUB.
MARCH, 31, 1 2.0.
When an editor in search of news, jends out a cubdb he says "don't come
back until¥ you get a story", 80 hief told me to stop at nothing,

f£ind out gll you can and as Edna Fegper would say, "1 stuck my
repertorial pencil through my "Psyche" and fared forth sme six or
eight weeks ago, “irst to the Historical Bldg., to read the daily
pape~s of October 16&5, then to the Club Custecdian for the Secre-
tarys books. As 1 pressed my club nose closer and closer, further
and further into the past I founi that if 1 painted a picture, in
words of the early years of your club so that vou might visualize
81l its, saepirations, hopes, failures, and successes, 1l must tell
"Tgles out of School” give away clvb secrets, but surely that is
permissible here, right in the bosow of our own family. As I recall
the volumes and newspapers 1 have browsed over and tone women I have
interviewed, 1 am remirnded of the Bureau of War Risks and the in-
formation they are %fllecting. I read that the Bureau occupies ten
acres cf flror spae é?ﬁ'small ferm. If the materisl 1 mve gathered
were placed erd to end, as is the present day method of the statistician
jt would cover twice that space., and t o go further with the comparison
when the information I sought was precise, it was often not precilse
enough, like ore John J. 0'Brien in the Buiégz.:ho wished to indentify
himself, Instead of giving his certificate , 8imply wrote
"]l am the John J. O'Brien whose wife was kary A., this helped a little,
for there were only 175 John J. O'Briens on the list snd only £0 of
them had wives nsmed Mary A., likewise in choosing which volume to
consult I have frequently "run down" anf adopted resolution only to
find it withdrawn- A contract duly signed only to find it abandoned
in a later volume, 80 1 warn you,as my story progresses, you may
note some discrepancies becmase 1f one women told me it was white
ing anothe~ assured me it was black, 1 was forced to put it half way
etween.

Pi{rst, the background of the picture,-ﬁ%*haps a few of you can
stretch your menories way back to the time of Charles Dickens’
visit to America, in 1€863--% dinner was given in his horor at the
013 Aster-House to which women were not asked. This was an
affrontthey resented and Jennie June Croly soon afte~ this issued
a call and "Sorosds Sisters" was organized--Alice Cary being the
£frst president.

- The "New England Womgns Club" wus the first womarns organizstion

to be called a club--still in existence. A few years sfter Sorosds,
came the organization known as the "Association for the advsncement '
of Women"--A few of the intellectual women of the country dared to \
align themselves with this pody. MMrs. Mary A. Livermore was first N
Pres., Lucy Stone, Mrs. Howe, Loulise Alcott, Abbie May, lirs Wedcott N
and many other noted women were among its members. Tne lith ocongres
October of 1666, was held in the [apital City upon invitation mf

of Iowa's six members. These were, Kesdames Billington, Orwig, Hunting
Callanan, Dr. Cleaves, & McCowmn. During this congress HMills Wright
und Durley Joined the ranks. Whut a great event that was for Des
floines and for the whole State of Iowa. After one of tne inspiring
sessions a few women collected in the organ loff of 01d Plymouth to
discuss having a c¢lub. Dr. Cleaves invited them to her house for the
l4th to further discuss it. Her guest lMrs. Wolcott of Boston would
remain over in order to
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assist them. TLouise Alecott was expected,and Mrs. Orwig planned a
wonderful reception in Lincoln Blug., for all children of the
City so they might shake hands wich their beloved author of Little
Men and Little Women. She failed to come Z;%uizzi:LWaa the
disappointment of the little folks.\\The S. of these
programs created a desire to study tte conditi~-ns and needs of
women and set them to thinking, as nothing had ever done before.

What good does the A.A.W. do?%as no longer difficult to answer.
October 14th found twenty women gathered at the home of Dr. Cleaves
on High Street, eager to be a part of the new organization. T:ey
orgenized by electing three officers and decided that only the A.A.7.
members should be called charter members. The dues were placed at -
$1°00. Tuesday feom & to 4 chosen as elub day. Twelve women were
appointed to act as directors. Privilege was given each one present
to ask a friend to join. They discussed establishing Coffee houses
as their first work. October 27th club day found only eight women
present, not one of whom is pow in the City. At this meeting the
pame was chosen. The constiT@tion of the New Century Club of
Philadelphis was taken as u model end the committees of the New
England club of Boston were adopted)aa follows: Art and
Litersture,Work, Education end discussion. A fund of §350.00

was reported from the sale of tickets to the congress just closed.

At the third meeting Mrs. Patchin read a paper on Art & Literature,
the first ever reesd before the club. It was received with great
interest and enthusissm by the 16 members present. The President
anpounced st this meeting that she was having difficulty in finding
chairmen for the committees. No one was willing to ussume res-
ponsibility, also only six members had paid their dues. After this
sstonishing staiement Mrs. Callanan moved that the six charter
members be asked to come to the next meeting and make an effort to
see all of those who had not pald and try to lesrn if possible, just
who intend to be members of this club. Nine more dollars came in
that day.

At the Pourth meeting a member was to read a paper on Womdn's
Dress, but she fajled to appear. The time was filled by each
member giving her idea of the meaning-of the committees "Work"

and "Discussion". What are the duties of these committees? - Some
one suggested she would write to Abbie May of Boston and find out.
In lookihg through the Nov. Daily News of 18tE5 I found a copy of
her letter in reply. I wish I could give it all to you, it was

so gquaint and interesting and kindly, she said. "You should study
the different kinds of work in which women are engaged and the
conditions in which they are doing their work.

"Discussion"-The committee i8 not expected to do the discussing but
to choose the subject and appoint the members to prepare and be sure
to hear both sides of & question, get the other side, always, she
saidpﬁﬂhen, she said,'our club has one feature that I cannot

refrain from tellin: you ubout, Qour meetings are free from gossip
and she closed with this greeting."All Hail to our sister-work

center in Des Moines, may it live long and prosper.”

At the next meeting Mrs. Orwig read a paper on Domestic service and
there was a topic on which every woman had ideas, and wanted to
snare them. During the year the club petitioned Legislature to
pess a bill making the selling of tobacco to minors an offense.
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nA news Boys benefit was talked of. A resolution was/made declaring
that "great injury ie done the young by too much society." A
committee was appointed to consider starting a Womans exghange.

A paper oY\ sanitation, a very scholarly discourse, was given with
only six members present. All meetings were held in homes. Year

closed with 34 members.

The second year the club day was changed to Wednesday and warious
places were tried out. AD offer from a woman lecturer was given

this reply, Resolved "that the Club deems i more importance

that the talent of its members be developed that outside

lectures however excelleht, be employed” A resolution was sent to

the Board of Education recommending that Industrial training be e

put into the schools. A psaper on reform and morality of dress \633
\V §

wus given, one on Christisn Science,one on Woman in Politics, ‘

“§wo new Committees were added, social 3%9 miscellaneous. oY
T g Goroc Lt ey M ' A €S W

A Critic was appointed for each meetind sid curerent events wereKV/

introduced. Eleven new members were added this year.

The thivd year opened with a prospect for a club home. 4 member of the
building Committee of the Y.M.C.A. presented their pluns with a re-
quest for the support of the club. A committee was appointed for
consultation and later club dedided to give no financlal aid @8 a

club, but individually, to do as much as possible to further the project.
A rd%olution was offered that the club constitution be read once in
three months in open meeting. A petition was sent the 1egaslatvhl*to
estublish a stute Bonard of Charities. At tnis time a very good

friend of the club who was not at all interested in the Y.N.C.A.
project, was solicited for s contribution for the Rldg. fund. He
refused it and said he would give a thousand dollars to the Womans'
Club to aid them in establishing an art collection cut no conditions
were placed on that gift. j$&u&ﬁuvﬁ’iw.ﬂﬂ}”xV’ﬂd A Gt Rl

In the fourth year the club was limited to 1CO and a by law passed
thet "A taste for good literature be the necessary equipment for
applicants. A paper on H George and his (: theory was
given. I refer to the topics of the club pepers to indicate

the mentsl caliber of the early membership. The club was transformed
into a Stock Co., §3°00 per share limited to 1000 shures. At the end
of this year the Treasuraor was instructedi to make a judicious interest
bearing irvestment of the $100.00 in the treasury. Stanley the
African explorer, waskhot hers to lecture,by the club. A4bout t:de
time a contract was made withiY.x.C.A. o vede Ag7occupy the fifth
floor of the new bldg. On april 23 a called meeting was held to
discuss buying some works of Art fotr the new club rooms, At the
suggestion of President Windsor. Also each member was asked to
contribute u cup plate and spoon, Tables and chairs were bought

at an expense of $24.00. Mrs. Conger made the first gift to the
club, two art windows which were placed in the rooms. The meetings
thru September, Octcber and November were held in "our Club rooms
near the sky, as secretary Risser put it, with no elevator and in
guch an unfirished condition, that they seemed entirely inadequate.

A Public recepticn was given there on the opening of the new Bldg.
The chief topic of discussion at the board meetings, was the

contract with the Y.M.C.A., and the remainder of the year, meetings
were held in Church parlore. The lack of funds scemed a grest
draw-back and®this time who should come to the rescue, Who? but that

versatile "all round" clup woman, Mrs. Hillis, whom we 8till have
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with us, alwsys willing to do whatever she is ssked.,,she proposed
to give an Autho+'s Cernival, she was appointed chairmsn of a
Committee and she engineered the first entertainment glven by the
club to raise money. The result was §697.00 added to the treasury.
Great dissatisfaction was felt with the Y.M.C.A. management, as
they evidently tried to monopolize some of our quarters. An in-
dignstion meeting was held and a rescluticn passed to take whatever
eteps seemed necessary to preserve,inviolate our rights. Later they
decided to close off the stairway by injunctioni Then the Y.M.C.A.
Board offered a ten year lease of theilr suditorium and parlor

free of expense, if the the club would relinguish all cluims to

the fifth floor. This was declined.

PR )

The sixth year opened with ariLiving JUWATV‘:§ or Literature that
endures, by Mrs. Blllington, 'which was received with great enthus-

lasm. Also an able pgper was given on Theosophy, by Krs. Stewart
Goodrill which brot, forth animated discussion. This year Mrs. S.A.
Robertson opened her home and invited the club to hear a talk on -
Russla and her her needs, by Miss Alice French, This resulted in the
giving of charity o.Ball for the bedefit of the Russian relief

fund. On September 27, 1633 Mrs. Clapp in her inaugural adiress made
the first public mention of art as the object of the club she appealed
to the members "to bear in mind that the establishment of an Art Y
collection and a place in which to exhibit pictures is the object S
of this club". Thrse years lster during Mrs. Peters administration,, \ '
12 years after the organization, the articles of incorporation wereg\™
amended and the words*Benevol ent purposes“inserted, this &Efgntoeg 8 \!
AN of interpretations. Many lively Jisbﬂssions were held

in the privacy of the Board meetings. Is a free art gallery a
benevolence? Yes! of the highest type sal ome, but the more
practicgl minded members who longed to ¥ e nunery and clothe the
naked said it is far ery from Art to Philaﬂ%hvopyll

ﬂAt the Presidents house a social me=2ting was held in the form of &
progressive conversation "the topics being placed on the tables

after the gueste were seated in order to have the talk strictly
fnpromptu. It was said that 8peech flowed freely from the t ongues of
those club women proving thet nine years more or less of club
discipline had been / sa7i.,e. y .

In 1694 Miss Eli,abetﬁw&atthews introduced the subject of child

study a comparatively new science, telling of the fivst mental

teste 10 be made upon children entering school. Socislism was a much
discussed topic as Kellys army was mxrching down dpon us from the west.
Everybodys mind amd heart were taxed to the utmost to keep ssne and
reasonable. We occupied five different rooms during this year and
closed with 157 members.

In October, 1£95 we celebrated our tenth anniversary, by asking our
husbands to an evening program. It was a gala affair. Our beloved
and gracious president, Mrs. A.B. Cummins had charge of the p rogram
which we all thought at that time was very brilliant. This prty
wag held at our eirecle Hall wh;ch was our temporary home. Behold it
now, How are the Lighty fallen" '

, /

\LAnother memorable occasion of this year was the me<ting of the
State Pederation of Womens' Clubs, the Pres. of t he Gengral Federation
Xy o laltalit
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‘veing with us for all of the meetings and our c%pb gave a banquet

in her honor. Three Hundred wonen sat at that /~’v=~3< board in Hotel
Savery- presided over at that time by dear Nrse./W.L. Brown, After itw
was over the fault finders, the critics, who said it could not be’ g
done were forever silenced as they heard of the brilliant program.)
of toasts, filled with wit and wisdom, humor and psasthos. /Since that
day a woman's banguet is noilonger a novelty. A deamatic Committee
was added to the 1list this year and the first entertainment they

gave was a decided success and a great surprise that the club really
had so much histrionic talent. The largest attendance of the year
was recorded on that day. The secretarys annusl report showed that
she had been present at every meeting of both club and board during
the year which statement was agplauded but still greater applause

" came when Mrs. Kennedy rose and said she had not mis%gg a meeting .

[In 1696 the first ohtertaimmmmt committee was appointed, Windsor,
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Clapp and Reichard. Thelr first attemppt was a series of three
lectures By WM. Hamilton Gibson a most delightful writer and an
entertaining spesker. It was a financial faillure resulting in a
deficit of §95.00 but a great intellectual treat and I would call

it a benevolence as we were creating public sentiment, educating

the people to take interest in the higher thingiof 1ife. The first
picture was bought. The Dgneing Girl by BSaldwig a local artist, he
later suggested™® Fantasy" as & bpetter title;fﬁm paid the munificent
sum of §20.CC for it. TLater we bought three_ L Pictures and they
were gl]l hung in the new library building as we were holding our
meetings in church parlors. Club colors were chosen, current topics
were dropped as a member suggested we were all too well read, too
well informed to listen to a ;i .4 :<«ji of daily news at the club.
The Committees were re-named and club dues raised from 2 to 5 dollars.
1 think it was here that the musiciuns of the club felt the need of
a piano and Mrs Edith Parsons stood at the Ball Park Gate and sold
tickets for z Com. to sturt & pisno fund, She turned over $33.00 which
the Board accepted but¢v:. ™ ., . - | it to anothe~ fund,they said,
what do we want of & plano, and where would we put it if we had one?
We had a lecture from Hon. John A. Kasson putting §47.00 into the
treasury, a paper on Ideal Municipsl Government was given, a re-
solution offered by Mrs. Hillis was sent to the legislat .
appealing for a compulsory educaticn law. Mrs. Rover spoke befor
the club and the Rev. Father Nugent. '

. ?
‘fLhis year marks the first move to beautify the river front a

petition was{gsent to tne council asking them to take steps t o0 secure

the lsnd.ewerfirst fete day was held in a city park and thfd proceeds
divided between the Home for the Aged and a River Front park fund.

We moved back to the Y.L.C.A. hold ing our club meetings in the
Auditorium gnd occupying parlors on an upper floor, hung our pictures
and in the eleventh year of our existernce felt that we resally had

& home. The street was so nbisy that our programs were often interrup-
ted and we were far from happy. The first Bgitation of the pure milk
question dates from a paper given by Mrs. E.H. Carter on

“1lk. Some people emilefl and said what can be said about milk thats
interesting. She showed us by giving us a paper that probably created
more interest and discussion than any other topic ever presented to the
club. Not only did Des Moirnes sit up and take notice, but fram

all over the state came requests to the author to "come and give

it to 953 clud”. Mrs Green read a papcr on the same day "The man
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of the house he has not outlived his usefulnesa™ and at the close
drank a toust to him in a glass of good pure milk. The appointment of
a state Dairy Commift{péYdhd the certainty of cleam milk on our
table wus dertasinlyaresult of tnis days psper. Then we had the
National suffrage convention und our club entertained the delegates
al a wonderful reception in our parlors, that day will long belmmuf%
remembered by those who nheard the entertaining talks from MiseDAnthony
Mrs. Avery, Mrs. Charlotte Perkins Stetson and others, ®feer
ﬁuwclub was represented on the program the opening night by Mrs.
Macomber. We had a lecture from Jane Adame this year which rouged
the philunthropic tendencies of the club to the highest degree.$his
and the talk by Charlotte Perkins Stetson gave us about the first
intimation,that we owéd duties to the worlds children"~caring for
your own does not mesn a good mothe~" was something of a shock to the
0ld fashloned home keeping devoted mother, but, said Jane Adams, "The
power to help others is the most divine of gifts" Her message was
eagerly received and the wave of altruism which was eweeping over the
country hit the club at a most vital time irn its existence.

I have intimated previously that we had two parties in the club, the
one desiring to give atd and financisl assistance to the ever
increasing needs of our eity, The other wishing to hold strictly
to Art, eliminating everything else. We heard recently in our
citiaenship school that the two great political parties were not so
far apart as they seemed. They slways differ on sane vital questions,
but they are always aiming at the same goal nsmely good legislati the
best for the general welfare of our people, so it seems, our club\ﬁu wo
parties, the one whose slogan is "All for Art" the other "Civic aild\and
improvement™, are aiming for the same high ideals., tnese questions
upon which we differ,always adjusting themselfes by the majority rule.
We have %%Q manydwo fdy buttle in Bourd meeting over the choice of &
picture 4w the disposition of certein funds, bul we have grown
end developed both individually and"clubly" and I often find myself
wighing that the spivrits of those Jdear depuarted women who first guve
us the vision, who showed us the way, Mrs lary A* Livermore, lrs.

} Howe, Miss Anthony,and all the others c aild revisit us or could know
in sane way of the fruits maturing from the seed they sowed forty
years ago. I wonder if you all resd Bryan's recent tribute. It was
8 besutiful thing to say about the new Status of Woman, He said,

"Just st this time when the most - . AR tnfluence ever known in
politicvs,i8 passing out,never to retury, Womnn enters and/adding

her conscience to the Judgment of man, hastens the triumﬁh of every
righteous cisuse-every cause that promotes the nutions welfave".

In lookirg back over the years.he wno runs may read that the Des
loires Womén's Club has been a great developing, educating,

faetor ip the lives of the Women of our town and thru them of the
families and the civie 11ife. As James B. Weever recently said
here,we have many won derful results, The compulsory Education Law,
Chilé Welfare, The Public PBlay ground, the River front beautiful,
the Boulevard System and others, thru our efforts many distinguished
men and women huave come to bring us greut messages along all lines
of advanced thought, too pany to name, and now as the two great
reforms, 5, Prohibition and suffrage, 80 nearly attained and for
wnich many of our noblest wom n have so lorg struggled, can we not,-ttl
this generation, get back offéh& support ¥W.J. Bryan in his latest
moral referm, The single standard of moral ty for the sexes, he says,
"The larger task will be to corredt the inequalities in the law and

put men and woman upon the same level in the mutter of purishment.
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As the punishmente enfOrced the law will increasingly influence
public sentiment, which tiu'a ‘heretofore made giafing discrimi-
nations between the sexes."

Education usually precedes the law. -3 We as a club can be a great

power here, in our own C g;in the*‘ay of molding public opinion.
Shall We do 1t?

M 5/‘”/”//2”



