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2 liVES ARE LOST IN 
FALL OF AIRPLANE 

W. 'f. EVANS OF BEA.'\1AIN IS 
lULLED ALMOST INSTANTLY 

William Evans of Beaman (<Uld H:arl 
Lorenzen of Marshalltown Killed 
When Airplzne Gc3s Out of Control 
art!l Drops Several Hun<lred Feet 
Into Plowe<l field-Controls of Dual· 
Controlled M~hine Believed Frozen 

A hor·riiJle :airPlane crash took place 
on the \V. T. Evans :tlarm south east of. 
l3emran last Saturday at ~tbout 10 :30 
o'dock that :brought realdwtion to 
everyone that life •is an tmcertainty. 
'l'he two ipassengers, W; T. Evans, of 
Beaman, and Karl Lorenzen, of :M:ar~h­
alltown, were fatally injured. W. T. 
Evans tUed ulmost instantly, wihile Lor­
enzen lingered until 10 o'clock Sun:­
tlay morndng, 

'l'fie two were riding 1n a shLp owned 
iJy Walter Lorezen, IIJrother of the dend 
;pilot, and ~had taken oftf, sailed over 
Beaman and were returning to the 
field where they took o:llf, when somE>· 
tbing hhppened, just what happened, 
Wiill never be known, 1lmt the oerash took 
vlnce while the shd!P was •banked into 
the .gale that resulted in a tail-spin. 
. The .sMp was ibetween 500 and .700 
:feet !from the ground when eye witmess­
es v•iewed the pe~!Jl1ar antic':! o:f ·the 
shdp. Stories t'ii!lt Evans had ~eeil 
;piLotrlng the ship <!annot lb.e verified, 1 

although residents claim· that Evans 
had made arrangements for lessons 
and wns tltlking his first instructions 
when the accident oecured. 

It was apParent from the eonversa· 
tion Lorenzen had had w.ith other~ 

that he considered Evans a p'i:ospect fol' 
tlie purchlase of a plane,,. but Mrs. 
Evans said tliat her husi.Jan'd had told 
u1er he. did not'. contemplate 'buying ll 
plane nor clicl he feel competent to 
undertake the control of· an airshiP, 
alth.o he Had served 1\vith the· !Lirplane 
divJsion of the army dudrig; the Wot'Ul 
war. buj: lla~l g.o~te no funther than 
ground ·instruction. 

took a il'light lfclda.y a.fter­
i t is srui<l :and 
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The ·fe\Y who witne$sed the 
tlwlieve the plane was banked 
Wlincl inst<!ad of away from it as a 
Iancl:ing was att~rnpted on. the Evnnci 
fnnn and the statements that Evan~ 
was guiding the plane at the time 01' 

the a·ccldent may :be founded soleh·. 
the fact that those first to the crtimp-~ 
lPtl sh•ip claimed to have found Eyans' 
]J;\ll(ls ·grip~lc<l big!Jti~V' to the .. control 
in the formard cockpit. 

The plam' was a clunl-cimtroll<'d 
maehine and iE it is trne that T<lva!'ts 
was piloting. or th:a t he gnipPecl tlw 
control to pn•Yent Lorenzen from mn·lr­
ing a s\tfc landing, !Jhe controls ml!.;ht 
easily lHnc •been frozen and no effort 
of lhe man actually piloting the plane 
could ha1·e resulted in a safe landing. 

twice .after he 1md been tal;:en from 
the seat. 

According 
the hands o! !both. men were on 
t1mtl oontrols nnd thds led to the helief 
th.at h~ l.la'a ibeen iroZP.n. 

Dr .• R, .T. ~pJn.i, .of C-o~rad, wa:; 
called aml reach$· the Evans ho:me 
wibhdn fifteen:, mfu.utes rufter the ac­
cident. ,;The lbod~. of Evans wus re­
moved to the ~~l~'l:alider undertaking 
parflor .. he~e. ·. ' 

Wri!Lirun Thoma~ Evans was 
April 8th., lSnS;; at Beaman, Iowa. 
wliere he sPent tJie greater part of his 
Jife. and (!lied ~r~ 25bh., 1929, at the 

~f 36 years, 1 month and 17 days. 
tl1e oldest son of :P·hillip 

H.' Evans. In his 'l'he story of some of those who 
cJiaimed to have '\Vitnessed the accident 
wns j:hat the motor seemed to fltAR 
su~lclenly a.pd the machline went into~~===;~~~~~~~-~~-·~ 
a 6tpdn to drop ra11id:ly to earth. II 

RYen had the plane been at 700 ft., (•·•( "''""o 
the maximum hieght fb.:ecl by those who two years. 
111itucssec1 the accident, it would lmve state Colleg~ fl:t 
n>een impos.·sdible for it to ]laye 'been Ames,· where lie ·@rachiated in 192:1., 
"straightened out" after .going into .. a During. these ye'itrs he joined the 
spin. 'l'he height for and 'was a ~adet in· the flying 
becomes .. neeesary to school at· Kely Fdel~~;TexRS; 
a plane, is usually Jlixed On ·March 31st:, .-1923-;he -w.as mar-
nltho some contend the plane l'ied to Harrliet W.ilkirison, of A.mes, 
righted at 1,[\00 feet. Iowa, mul located· on n.: ·farm near 

Whatever the caqse, 'ryhej:her d11e tQ Beaman where he lived until J:tis death. 
banking into the wind to cause the He leaves oiJesideS. ·his dee<pls be­
plane to sPin, or failure of the motor, reaved w.ife, his aged father, one sis· 
the ship neYer eame out of the spin ter, l\Irs. &t.rnh Neff, and one brother, 
:IJut fell repiclly to the plowed gronnd Charles lvf.; both Tesiding wibh their 
Jn n corn ,field not more than a qtiar- t~er near Beaman, tbesides numerous 
tar of a mile south of the home of o_ther relatives and ;friends. 
l£.vans. Mr. Evans was a. member~ of 

'l'he -Plmw nosed into the soft earth Delta U 'fratemdty, at Iowa State, Col­
the. propellor shaft angling in ·up to lege; a .member•s of.: Rolr\an·: Lotlge, A. 
the axle, the lower part of the shaft iF. and A. \l\-1., of Conrad, was the first 
being broken. commander of the Wootherman-Walt-

'l'he wheels sank into the ground er post of the Amenkan LegJon, No. 
to bhe axle, the left wheellbuckling·in. 13i; at Beaman; anci .for 5 years he 

:j.~ods supporting the wings are for has i:Jeen president of the Beaman Ele.­
tllc most part of a saw steel, capable vator ComPany. Hi& loss ds keenly 
of lbending .greatly without 'breaking. :felt in the entire community to whicit 
.:\Iidway of the lbocly of the Plane the was making such a significa~t con-
lfl<amework •IJucklecl somewhat and the tributiou. ' · 
coYering canvas w\:ls torn. ---Funeral servces Vtere. held.·· at c.the 

Men near by rushed to the. scene and · ao~lth' e~·~t of Be~'!}iaij~~t 2/~lpo.i~ 
Lorenzen · was taken from the rt>n r .•.. c:u•~"'-''"J' · !Lftei·noon, , . SernCef.l. conduet­
cook:pit rw!ithont. great dtff!cnlf;v. Rev .. s(;Jimidt. !;-ite~'~ent in .the 

. , , •• •I • •• 
EvmlS, whq was believed the pilot· on cemetecy ... ''.Dhe pall· bearers 
the fatal trd.p, because he was in the iMoMartin; ··Don .M'C!Martlu, 
forward seat, had fallen forward and King,· Oha.rles Wohorrall, Geo. 
his 'body was remov~d with diffllttlty~ Simm<l and Vern MaC11ure. 
j;Ie is said to have breathe\1 Harry Karl Lorenzen was ·IJorn in 

, • , , . ', ,'r'' , , . 

this city, Sept. 6, 1899, a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. N. Lorenzen, !206 South Four. 
th ·avenue. ·He had lived in Marshall-

, He has. i)een interested in ad·r navi­
gation rfoi· severul years .and is said to 
ha;ve obeen cr!lclitecl w!ith. 2f19 hours of. 
aetnlal . flying.. · ·· . , 

In· addlitJion to 'hds pa{·ent~ :.be is stll'· 
vived by :four brotliers ·lind' three ;:)s­
ters. The latter. :a:re ·:Ewald;· WaJtt!V 
and ·:Manie LorenZ(lll, of th.is city; i\Il's. 
Rudo'lph l{rans, G1iand Meadow, ;\finn,; 
Mrs. La•rs .Holmouist. six· miles north 


