Water project needs help
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Volunteer training session set at Kennedy Park

By BILL SHEA
Messenger staff writer

Volunteers of all ages who
love nature are wanted for a
water quality testing project in
Webster County.

The county’s Soil and Water
Conservation District will train
everyday citizens in basic wa-
ter testing as part of an effort to
protect Brushy Creek Lake
from pollution.

The training will be held
Sept. 8-9 in the shelter house
at John F. Kennedy Memorial
Park north of Fort Dodge on
county Road P-56.

“If you’re interested in the
outdoors, if you’re interested
in what’s happening in the
lakes and streams around you,
than I'd encourage you to at-
tend,”’ said T.J. Lynn, the
Brushy Creek Watershed Pro-
ject coordinator.

Lynn said no specialized ed-
ucation is needed to participate
in the upcoming training.

The training is called a Lev-
el 1 IOWATER workshop.

The first part will be held
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Sept. 8.
The second phase will be from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 9.

Lynn said the first phase
will be an indoor class. During
the second phase, he said, vol-
unteers will go outside to learn
how to collect water samples.
The workshop will teach the
basics of water quality, how to
collect data and how to inter-
pret that data.

The cost of the training is
$25 per person, which covers
program fees, meals and test-
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T.J. LYNN, left, and Tracy Anderson record some data af-“
ter completmg a water test. Lynn is the Brushy Creek Wa-2
tershed Project coordinator; Anderson works for the Web-
ster County Soil and Water Conservation District. During a.
Sept. 8-9 workshop, volunteers will be trained to take water™
samples and record data using techniques similar to what

Lynn and Anderson are demonstrating.

How to help
To register for the water
test training, call T.J. Lynn at
573-4411 or visit
www.|IOWATER.net

ing equipment.

The workshop is limited to
30 people. Lynn said interest-
ed people should respond as
soon as possible to reserve
their spot in the workshop.

To register, call Lynn at
573-4411 or visit
www.JOWATER net.
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The Webster County Soil#
and Water Conservation Dis="
trict is continuing to work withris
a three-year grant that pays fors
conservation practices and ed-1
ucation activities in the Brushy
Creek Watershed. IOWATER
is one part of the initiative(x
IOWATER is a statewide pro-
gram developed to train volun- 3
teers to conduct water quality: j
testing in Towa’s lakes, rivers; ‘;
and streams.
4
Contact Bill Shea at (515) 573-;,,
2141 or bshea@messen-
gernews.net



