


Growing 150-bushel corn 
on rebuilt farmland 

by Bob Dunaway 

"THERE WERE ditches on my 
farm that I couldn't cross with 
anything. 

" My waterways were seeded to 
canarygrass and erosion was so 
bad that atrazine was washing 
off the cornfield above it and 
killing the canarygrass 

"But these problems have 
been solved by terracing. Plus, 
I'm growing 150 to 160-bushel 
corn on ground that, without 
terraces, shouldn't have been 
farmed at all." 

That strong support for ter­
races comes from Rex Troute, a 
Des Moines county, Iowa, farm­
er. 

But terracing wasn't 'froute 's 
decision alone. He had to de­
pend on his neighbor, Ed Breuer 
-and vice versa- before they 
could go ahead. 

Breuer had his problems, too. 
Ditches and wet spots forced him 
to go thru lots and cross a creek 
twice to get to some of the land 
he farms. 

Both farmers needed terraces. 
But Troute had to drain his 
land onto Breuer's, explains 
Ralph Dewey, Soil Conservation 

ervice district conservationist. 
And Breuer couldn't terrace un­
til Troute did . Otherwise, water 
rushing off Troute's land would 
have washed the terraces out. 

·'I probably could have ter­
raced and dumped the drainage 
water at Ed's fence ," says 
Troute. "But I wouldn't have 
been a very good fellow to have 
done it. It would have caused 
some real bad ditches on his 
land." 

It was a lot easier, and more 
neighborly, to work together. 

And thPy prove that neighbors 
can cooperate well to get bene­
fits for both. In fact , Troute is 
getting set to cooperate with an­
other neighbor on conservation 
work now. 

On Troute's land, there are 
55 acres of newly terraced and 
tiled land. They are fairly gentle 
sloping terraces that can be to­
tally farmed. Entire cost was 
about $3600. 

With ASCS pitching in with 
REAP assistance on half the 
cost, Troute pays only about 
$1800. That's less than $33 per 
acre. 

Of course, REAP assistance 
has been eliminated. But these 
farmers generally think the re­
sults would still justify the in­
vestment. 

About 24 acres of Breuer's 
farm has new terraces and tile. 
Total cost to him is about $2000, 
or $83 per acre. His land took 
more grading and more tile. But 
he figures this has added at 
least 3 acres of tillable land to 
his farm. 

Dewey figures It costs 25¢ to 
35¢ per foot to terrace if the 
slope is gentle enough that you 
can farm across the terraces. 
Figure 35¢ to 50¢ on steeper 
slopes where the backslope will 
be grassed. 

"I had the old style terraces 
before," explains Breuer. 'They 
drained the soil without a lot of 
erosion, but they were awfully 
mean to farm. 

"The convemence will be 
worth a lot," he adds. ''If you 
could plow 15 acres a day on 
those old terraces with point 
rows, you could plow 25 with 
these new ones. 

IT TOOK some extra figuring for Ralph Dewey (left), district con­
servationist with the SCS, when 2 farmers were involved in one 
project. But Rex Troute figures it paid off in higher yields, fewer 
problems farming, and less soil erosion. 

Wallaces Farmer January 27. 1973 

IT COST Ed Breuer about 2000 
to terrace and tile 24 acres on 
his Des Moines county, Iowa 
farm. But he picked up about 
3 extra farmable acres-more 
corn yield. Plus, he figures the 
new terraces let him plo\\ 25 
acres in the time it used to takt• 
to plow 15. 

"Point rows are costlv in 
terms of seed, fertilizer ht-rbi· 
cides, and insecticides, and vou 
don't get much out of them 
These new terraces should elim 
inate all of that." 

"Most of the terraces we 
build are 240 ft. apart," explam 
Dewey. "That works out well 
for 8-row planters in 20, 30, or 
40-in. rows. 

"Also, it's a short enough span 
that water can't build up much 
speed," he adds. 

" In a normal year, we were 
probably losing 5 to 8 ton• of 
soil per acre," estimates Troute. 
"And that was winding up on 
someone else's farm or in the 
river. 

"Now I figure erosion isn't 
taking more than one-half to one 
ton per acre and it's staying on 
my farm. The terraces hold it ," 
he adds. "I'm also keeping the 
fertilizer and chemicals I pay for 
on my farm. " 

Finally, Troute finds terraces 
eliminattl wet spots. "We had 
way above average moisture and 
rainfall with a few heavy rains, 
and haven't had wet spots any­
where this year," he explains. 
"When we had waterways before 
the terraces, we had spots near 
the waterways that wotildn't dry 
up until August." 

One of the big advantages 
these farmers found was that the 
terracing work could be done 
during the summer on land that 
was diverted acres. It didn't in­
terfere with their normal crop­
ping pattern. 

Breuer sums it up nicely: "I 
hate to see soil washing off." 

"And when you start looking 
at soil loss regulations, conserva­
tion is going to become more of 
a neighborhood thing," con­
cludes Dewey. 
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Resource development 
group contemplated 

ByBOB OGARD 
· RC&D is another mouthful of alpha­

bet soup to Bob Dowling and a recipe 
tor solid food for thought to Ralph De­
wey 

Resource Conservation and Devel­
opment projects are conceived by local 
and area groups and carried out with 
the help of U .. Department of Agri­
l'ulture offices under leadership of the 

oil Conservation ervice 
Dowling, Lee county extens1on di­

re~Foi'. ISO 't agamst the COncept but 
says he and the publil' generally aTe 
contused by the plethora of planning 
and advisory groups[He favors giving· 
tbf regjanol planning groups responsi­
bilitY for RC&D. it such an organiza­
Tivn 1s started in southeast Iowa 

Th-u·r·' <Pt'.< n rllf{l'rt•nce. ff e ·., 
tll.\trlrl ron~urt·ntloniH 1r11h lo.iC ' 

'' rlnt•.< fldon If t>ber. Fnir(1Pld, 
,,.n con.,r'n·rJtioni."it. Tlwv pOinted 
uut at a 1-rount\' mr•Ptrng lwrP In I 

"''''~ tlltlt • '('\ l1t1< til l' rr•,pon"· 
bill/\ . 

And !\like Dunn of Keokuk outh-
esst Iowa RegiOnal Planning Commi~­
ion executive director. said the Area 

16 organization he serves is connected 
with the Department of Housmg and 
Urban Affairs. Thi~ gives the group an 
u.rban orientation, he added, while 
llC & D is directed more toward land 
t!se and resource conservation. 

Uih Dunn fltlon II r·bt·r 

Weber . a1d that. while there are 
some USDA funds tor certain projects, 
the united efforts ot decision maker' 
and local people make things go 

He cited A functioning RC&D organ­
ization m Iowa, Upper Explorerland 
This area includes Howurd, Winne 
shiek, Allamakee, Favette and <'!ny­
lon counties. Economic growth is the 
goal of this group . Timb.er and saw­
mills have been developed, a: have 
feede r calf operatiOns and tourism 
w1th its controlled land use reqmre 
ment 

"R(;&U programs are open-end 
You can add projects and chan~e em­
phases as the years go by." Weber 
stated. He observed that Area 16 -
Des Moines, Henry. Lee and Louisa 
countie - fall mto a "nire compact 
area" that has many <Ommon needs 
and advanta2es. 

FIRST PAYMENT of state cost sharing funds for an erosion control project in 
Des Moines county went to Joseph T Beckman, Sperry Rt 1. Beckman. who con· 
structed a dam and diversion structure 10 connection w1th a pasture renovation 
project. said bottomland llooding last spring caused damage that only permanent 
improvements could rectify The work performed was part of the conservation 
plan worked out for h1s farm by the So1l Conservation Service office here Dorothy 
Davis. state cl erk in the SCS off1ce. has the check ready for Beckman as he Signs 

the claim 

flirh \fun.,tt·r 

'f ,,.,.f tJwt 11 or/ .\Urt ('Y i'i a 
f1HI."il I('( f ouno· ~~ dont·. nf'( 

\fniiii'S 1 rllf'rlult·tl In lu mapJH'd 
111 Jl);"j, J/,·nn in }fJi6 and l.oui!'ll 

In / 1Ji 11," II r J,.., twto·tl Onr· I IIIII/{ 

on•a J!fOIIf'' nm do u to ru·r,•h•rrJif' 

sud "llrl'f"'\S, lrt* md. 

Board• <>f super\'isors and regional 
plan commis ions are \'ital to these 
programs as are the RD groups which 
mclurle SCS, ASC', extension service 
ond other go\'ernmental agencie ·. 
State emplo) ment and welfare otli-
iah llil t: Uceu ~~ CliO:l) t .. ab!c l.11 

projects in this area, Dewey obser\·ed. 

The projects already initiated m Des 
:\loine> countv which an RC&D group 
could enhance include clearing ('Ut 
junked cars and de\'elopment of a new 
fairgrounds .. Jim Hodges, 9es :\1oines 
county exten ion director, said South­
eastern Commumty college and the 
De>< Moines County Fair Board are 
contemplutmg n cooperative plan un­
der which 11 multi-purpose building 
could be built with fair funds on col 
lege land. 

"The colle~:e h s l.md and the lair 
board ha. over fi25.000, so tbi> could 
amuunt t<> d 1 m1lliofl project at far 
le s !'OS! than that," Hodges said. 
Henr\' countY fair board members aid 
there has be~n talk o\'er the years of a 
multi-county t"ir and tht still might 
be done, but everybody wdnts the fair 
grounds in his county. 



Savings in fuel possible 
·with conservat ion ti II age 

"Agricultural economists do ~ot 
show dramatic savings in reducmg 
crop costs by minimum tillage, but the 
savings in fuel 
costs may add up r 
to substantial 
money in the pock-
et for farmers," 
district con­
servationist Ralph 
E. Dewey of Bur· 
lington claims. 

A recent meeting 
with area farmers 
pointed to the high 
cost of production 
($1.48 per bushel Rn/p/1 ll<•l<'eY 
for corn). Of the expenses going into 
this crop, only about II cents were ac­
counted to tillage operations. This in­
cluded the usual dozen trips for plow 
ing, harrowing, disking, etc. Econo­
mists indicated that substantial re­
duction of this expense was a very mi­
nor saving. 

"Bur the"' figure< ar<' ba<ed on 
pre-<hortn/{• of ll"·' prire•." lleu:n 

ab.'t'ri'P.~. "Jr e ma) be loohw~ fo n 
doublin!l of that 111p11 1 figurt• n• 
fufll price.~ ndl'nncr. •• 

"The probable shortage of fuel 
makes reduced tillage an even greater 
prospect," the conservationist conbn· 
ued. "It will be better to plan _on fewer 
tillage or•rations on the entire crop­
land th"n to be forced to abandon 
some good acres because of lack of 

fuel" 
"This is a year to examine very care­

fully which ~cres wilt bring the highest 
crop yield," Dewey went on "PI~wing 
old diverted acres may seem hke a 
good idea in the demand for higher 
production, but if this means tradang 
rough, low-producing o_cr~s for th~ 
proven high .~rofit acres, tt JUSt doesn t 
make sense. 

"Before tearing into that old grass­
land to make a quick buck from this 
years open program, consider the haz­
ards." Dewey concludes. "You may 
lose production from better cropland. 
And in the end you may lose that extra 
profit you thought you had." 

~ ;t, I '17!-f 
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Soil district 
vote Feb . 18 

Rex TMute, chairman of the De• 
Moines county soil conservation dis­
trict, has decided he won't seek a new 
6-year term on the commission 

Two 6-year terms are to be filled m 
the annual election to be held from 
10:~0 a m. to 2 p.m. Monday, Feh. 18 
at Memorial auditorium 

There are four candidates: Ray Pill 
m~. Mediapolis. who was appoi,;ted to 
succeed the late S. S Barton: Jack .Ja­
cobs, 1620 S Main; Charles Matsrh, 
Rt. I. and Joe Berkman. perry 
Runnin~ for a 2-year term are Wil­

liam Vierling. Mediapolis. incumbent, 
and Wayne Carter, Mornin~ un. 

Eli~ible voters who will be out ot the 
count v the day of the elec~on rna~· ap­
ply m person or in writing to the coun­
ty auditor for absentee ballot. Each 
applicant must state h,. or her name 
and address. 

DEPARTMENT OF 
SOIL CONSERVATION 

STATE OF IOWA 
Notice of election of commlulonlr~ tor 

the Des Moines County Soli Conuor..,atlon 
district. encompaulno lands lying In the 
county of Des Moines In the State of Iowa 

To ell qualified electors residing wlrhln 
lht On Moines Cout1ty Soli ConserYatlon 
District 

Nollce Is hereby given ttlet on the lith 
day of February. 1974_ between the hours 
of 10 JO AM and 2 00 P.M en election 
will be held for the election of commlnlon· 
ers for thf' Of\ Moines Co•Jnty Soli Con· 
servatlon OISirlct 

Polling places lor tne tiKI1on are as fol· 
lOWS 

Memor18l Auditorium Burlington Iowa 
Eligible Yoters residing wltt'hn the dis 

trlct shall cast their ballots at one of the 
POlling placn Eligible YOter1 wtlo will be 
ebnnl from the district on the day of elec 
lion. may apply In J)frson. or in wrlf1ng. to 
the County Auditor at Burlington, Iowa 
tor 'Absentee Bailors Each applicant 
ror an absentee ballot shell state his name 
and addreu when application for IUCh bat 
tot is made 

DEPARTMENT OF SOIL CON 
SERVATION 

By Donald L Johnson 
Chairman. State Soli C;.nser..,ation 
Cornmlltee 
0Ppanment of Soli CDrlttrYaflon 

Feb 6 13. 14 21 

LEGALS 

DEPARTMENT OF 
S'::>IL CONSERVATION 

STATE OF :::.W4 
Notice of tltcflon -,r C0'1'1mlntontr 1 r r 

the Des Molnes County S Conurvall 
district encompaulng lands ty no 1n ,,.. 
county of Des Motnt.~o In tt~e State ,. Na 

To all quelitied ele-ele rs rts "l 9 wtlf" n 
the De.!. Moines C unty S~d "" vat n 
District 

NOIIte I! ,ertby QIWel"' •hat lht 'llh 
day'"' F~brvary 1974 bttwe•- the 1 
of 10 30 AM ond 'Z 00 P" an e e • 
will be held for the el~,.~~ ., f -nm 
~rs for the Des Mont! .... ,,,. <" 11 r , 
strYat~on Oi~lritl 

Pollino ptaces for thf' elt ·It-­
lOw! 

Memorial Auditonum Burll' ll' wwa 
Eligible' voters residing * lhl 11 e au 

lrlct shall ca.1.1 their bellots at ne It 
polling place.!. Eligible voters who w 11 ~ 
absent from the dlslr!C" t )n the g., 1 rl 
tlbn, may apply In ptorson or n .,., I ling r 
the Count; Aud1tor at Burtt~ljlto" ow 
for Ab!entee Ba.Jiots EacP'I epplu.:e 1 
lor an ab!enr~ ballot sP'Iall S'ale ~ 1 , 1 mto 
and address when a:tpllc.h?n f r hJ ~ 
IOI1S made 

SER~AET7;:TMENT OF I)O l C ~~ 
By Donald L John10n 
Chairman, Sta/(11)~11 C'l""sl!~vah 
Commluee 
D•cartmenr or Soil Conser 

Feb 6 13 u-21 

Des Moines SCS 
holds election 

The_ Des Moines county soil cnn­
se~~hon di~trict election Monday sa\\ 
Walha~- Vierling, Joe Beckman· and 
RayP•lhng elected as commissione" 

Vaerhng, Mediapoli~ will er\'e. a 
2-year term._ Beckman, Sperry, and 
Palhng, Medaapolis, start 6-year terms 
With the reorganizations! meet ina Feb 
27. " ,, 

Holdover commissioners are Dwight' 
~tucker, ew London and Carl 
Shumaker, Danville. 



Elect Soil 
Conservation 
Commissioners 

Results or the Soli Conservation 
Service election for . District 
Commissioners held February 18 

were: 

For commissioner for a two 
year term: BUI Vierling. Wayne 
carter was also running for this 
position. 

For commissioner for a six year 
term: Joe Beckman and Ray Pill­
ing. Jack Jacobs and Charles 
M atsch were also running for this 
position. 

Commissioners will take over 
at the February 27 meeting of 
the Soli Conservation Service. 

Fuel Savings In 
Minimum Tillage 
"Agricultural economists do not 

show dramatic savings In 
reducing crop costs by minimum 
tillage, but the savings In fuel 
costs may add up to substantial 
money In the pocket tor 
farmers," district conservation­
Ist Ralph E. Dewey or Burlington 
clalms. 

A recent meeting with area 
farmers pointed to the high cost 
ot production ($1.48 per bushel 
tor corn). Of the expenses going 
Into this crop, only about eleven 
cents ($0.11) was accounted to 
tillage operations. This Included 
the usual dozen trips tor plowing, 
harrowing, dlsking, etc. Econo­
mists Indicated thai substantial 
reduction of this expense was a 
very minor savtog. 

"But these figures are based on 
pre-shortage ot gas prices," 
Dewey observes. "We may be 
looking to a doubling of that In­
put figure as fuel prices ad­
vance.'' 
"The probable shortage of fuel 

makes reduced tillage an even 
greater prospect,• • the conserva­
tionist conttoued. "It will be bet­
ter to plan on tewer tillage oper­
ations on the entire cropland 
than to be forced to abandon 
some good acres because of lack 
ot fuel." 

This Is a year to examine very 
carefully which acres will bring 

~ 
the highest crop yield," Dewey 
went on. "Plowing old diverted 
acres may seem like a good Idea 
In the demand tor higher pro­
duction, but It this means trading 
rough, low-producing acrPs for 
the proven high profit acres, It 
just doesn•t make sense." 

"Before tearing Into that old 
grassland to make a quick buck 
from this year•s open program, 
consider the hazards,'' Dewey 
concludes. "You may lose 
production from better cropland. 
And In the end you may lose that 
extra profit you thought you had.'' 

1974 Cropping 
Program 

Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz 
has announced a 1974 cropping 
program to Increase production 
and at the sam·e time encourage 
protection ot our soli resource. 

Tlte toea! point or the "Pro­
duction with Protection" pro­
gram In Des Moines County will 
be aimed at controlling erosion 
on sloping lands, according to 
district conservationist Ralph E. 
Dewey or the U. s. Soli Con­
servation Service In Burlington. 

"We know that about 50 to 70 
percent of the acres diverted to 
grassland In the 1973 reed grain 
program Is scheduled for plow­
log In 1974," Dewey stated. 
"Likely a big portion of this l1as 
been committed already by fall 
plowing. A major concern of the 
soU conservation district this 
year is the prevention of erosion 
on these acres." 

studies Indicate that costs of 
producing a crop on highly 
erosive land may Increase as 
much as 18 to 33 dollars per 
acre, due to Increased time In 
llllage operations, This Indicates 
a need to either reduce tillage 
operations to a minimum or to 
eliminate cropping of rough 
acres. 
''In Des Moines County, the 

estimated soU loss lncreade from 
plowing the new acres Is about 
13,000 tons of soU," Dewey ex­
plained. "Plant food losses from 
this soU, plus the cost of re­
moving Its sediment Is nearly 
enough to offset the production 
expected." 

Local farmers are being urged 
to "think twice" before plowing 
every acre In 1974, and to check 
with the soU conservation district 
otflce for planning assistance. 
If the land must be cropped, 
every effort to protect It from 
e.roslon should be used. 

Cost Sharing 
Available To 
Farmers 

Cost sharing Is available to con­
servation farmers as never 
before, the Des Moines County 
Soli Conservation District an­
nounced. Chairman Rex Troute of 
Burlington states that no less than 
three cost sharing programs wUI 
be offered to cooperating farmers 
In !974. 

"The newest cost-share pro­
gram Is the one offered by the 
Stale of Iow'a through soli con­
servation districts,'' Troute ex­
plains. "This offers a 50 percent 
payment tor such erosion control 
practices as terracing, erosion 
control dams and waterways. 
The program was begun In 1973 
as a partial replacement tor the 
abandoned federal REAP pro­
gram." 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION EDUCATION 
COUNCU.. ... 

The ECEC began its year last 
fall in a meeting well bolstered 
by a dozen teacbers who had 
attended Iowa Teacbera Con­
servation camp here during the 
past summer. The group Is 
dedicated to developing a good 
program of conservation 
education for students 
throughout Des Moines County. 

Chairman of the ECEC is 
Mark Volkmann, science in­
structor at West Burlington 
Arnold High School , who 
replaced Sherman Lundy of 
BHS. Both men have been qulte 
active in ECEC functions during 
the past three years of Ita 
existence. 

Several local teachers at­
tended a follow-up workshop, 
where the highlight of the 
educational effort was to ex­
tabllab outdoor clasarooms for 
students to observe our 
resources at first band. 

Do we have a sufficient 
number of outdoor laboratories, 
nature study areas, nature traila 
- whatever you'd want to call 
them? If this is the en­
vironmental age, then surely no 
school system Is complete 
without adequate outdoor study 
areas. 

/:;J.t,.V 1J f -<'vni'l)(,. lr".v 
.:IJ.-_L!, I Cf 71 

"Much of the funding for the 1974 
fiscal year has already been 
used," Troute goes on, "How­
ever, new funds will be avail­
able In July to help on fall field 
work." 

The Rural Environmental As­
sistance Program (REAP) han­
dled by the Agricultural Stabili­
zation and Conservation Service 
(ASCS) has been reinstated tor 
1974 with a reduced schedule or 
practices and less funding. This 
should encourage more farmers 
to complete their conservation 
work, the district hopes. 

"The third, and newest, cost­
share concept Is RECP (Rural 
Environmental Conservation 
Program)," Troute continued, 

"Thls Is a long term program, 
lying conservation cost-sharing 
to a sound conservation resource 
plan.•• 

For several years a similar 
program has been used In the 
Great Plains states. A farmer 

eve lops a conservation plan with 
he soli conservation district, 

scheduling his application of ero­
sion control practices over 
a number of years. He can then 
sign a multi-year contract with 
ASCS for cost sharing to get the 
enUre job completed. This Is es­
sentially the RECP. 
"We are surely hoping for many 

farmers to take advantage of 
these cost-sharing helps to pro­
tect their lands as they put more 

acres under the plow In 1974," 
Troute concluded." Planning help 
Is available through our district 
office ln the Federal Bulldlng In 
Burlington." 

I can't help but be reminded of 
the 42-acre plot of land, with its 
10-acre lake, that was once 
occupied by Chapter 44 of the 
lzaa:&: Walton League. What is 
really to become of this par­
ticular piece of property? Do you 
agree that it has the potential for 
being just one of the good things 
the dedicated members of the 
ECEC are trying to accomplish? 

Help the teachers to help the 
students - you'll actually be 
helping yoursell. 

rTHE DES MOINES COUNTYi 
SOIL CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT ... 

The five-member board of 
district commissioners meels 
regularly the fourth Wednesday 
evening of each month. The 

district office is Room 218 of the 
Federal Bul1dlng In Burlington. 

The meetings are open to the 
public and you are Invited to 
attend. The commissioners 
represent ALL land users in Des 
Moines County and feel that 
EVERYONE has a vested In­
terest in how the land is used. 

Your interest is being sought 
by the district and I'd like to 
quote from their newsletter, 
FOR THE LAND'S SAKE: 

"As we move into an era of 
working with cities and towns, 
district advice will be sought on 
land use ordinances. We'll be 
better able to give good advice if 
we. know the problems of the 
people. 

"So join us when you can. Our 
decisions may well affect your 
life and future." 



Set· R C&D deadline, 
seek group members 
ly lOll SOGARD 
Hawk Eye Form Editor 

A Sept. 15 deadline has been slit for 
submission of an Area 16 plan for a 
Resource Conservation and 
Development (RC&D) group. 

Representative of the counties 
involved met in the oil Conservation 
Service office here to tackle the project 
that has been simmenng on the back 
burner since January. 

They are Merle Kelly, chairman of 
the Des Moines county board of 
supervisors; im wkins of Lee 
county, chairman of the outheast 
Iowa regional soil commission! and 
Leland McCosh, Winfield mayor, all 
of whom also serve on the Southeast 
Iowa Regional Planning commis~ion. 

Also on hand were Ralph Dewey, 
district conservationist; Mike Dunn, 
regional planner, and Jim Hodges, 
extension director. 

They have been seeking members 
for a proposed 24-person steering 
committee, six each from Henry, Lee, 
Louisa and Des Moines counties. 
Nominees may be submitted to Dewey 
by July l. They will be asked to attend 
a familiarization meeting at 7 p.m. 
July 3, in Room 211 of the Federal 
Building here. 

There's already an RC&D project in 
Iowa , Upper Explorerland in the 
northeast part of the state, and other 
states have many such area plans on 
file, awaiting Agriculture De t 
approval m Washington. 

Dunn said there's about a 211>-year 
backup at the USDA, but it is hoped 
that the southeast Iowa project can be 
ramm ed through with help from 
friends who have acce<s to Secretary 
Butz. 

The regional plan group and RC&D 
can help each other, Dunn said, 
although they are organized for 
different purposes . The planners 
operate with help of HUD, dealing 
pnncipally with towns and cities, 
while RC&D is directed toward land 
use and resource conservation, under 
lead~rship of SC . 

The organizers plan to have a 
supervisor and a soils commissioner 
from each of the four counties on the 
steering committee, as well as 
concerned citizens. 

RC&D projects are locally-directed 
by boards from four or five counties 

and are de igned to take better care of 
natural resources while improving the 
areas' economy. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
ts authorized under the Food and 
Agriculture Act oi 1962 to provide 
local groups technical and financial 
help. 

Dewey said a standard >Oil survey is 
a vital part of RC&D projects. Lee 
county has completed its survey and 
Des Moines county is scheduled for 
1976-78, Henry county 1977-80 and 
Louisa 1979-82. 

"If we could get the counties to 
speed this schedule up, we could have 
a single correlated report and the 
information would be available area­
wide at a much earlier date," Dewey 
said 

Des Moines county's share will be 
37,500, including $5,500 from the 

IAAP; Henry county will pay 48,000 
and Louisa county $60,000 the larger 
figures allowing for continuing 
tn!lation. Matching amounts are 
contributed by state and federal 
governments. 

Dewey said state and federal money 
is committed, so any speedup would 
entail extra local expense for Henry 
and Louisa counties. " It would be les. 
costly, though, to do all three counties 
at once," he added. 

Soil's slipping away 
Todav marks the mid-point of 

Resource Conservation Week. April 
2R-:VIa~ -1. as declared by Gov Robert 
0. Ra~· . 

The occa,ion wa' noted by Bill 
\'ierlin~ of Media!f!lio;, chairman. ot 
the De' 1\.loines countv soil dtstnct, 
who commented: 

·'Soil i' the m ·t basic ot our vital 
natural re~our.·e~. yet we lose an 
average ol 13 t•ns per year from each 
acre of cruphnd in Iowa. Thi' is 
t•nnu~h nil (me·th~rd of a billion tons) 
to build ,, 1 \cle path 'ix feet wide 

and a foot deep from 'here to the 
moon ." 

\·ierling aJgo ob~erved that Iowa 
farmers have been called upon to 
"produce more in '74" but said future 
production i. bound to suffer unless 
the producttve topsoil is protected 
trom ero~ion 

Only about one-thlTd of Iowa' 
cropland is adequately protected from 
erosion \'ierlin~t said oil 
umservatton offices are in Room 21 ol 
the fed~ral building here. 

This Week 
Chosen For 
Conservation 

In declaring the week of April 
28-May 4 as Resource Con­
servation Week, Governor Ray 
pointed to soil conservation 
districts to lead the way in 
stopping the tremendous waste 
of our environment. 

"Soil is the most baste ot our 
vital natural resources, yet we 
lose an average of 13 tons per 
year from each acre of cropland 
in Iowa," said Des Moines soil 
district chairman Bill Vierling of 
Mediapolis, "and this is enough 
soil (one-third of a billion tonal 
to build a bicycle path six feet 
wide and a foot deep from here 
to the moon." 

" Iowa 's farmers have been 
called upon to produce more In 
'74," Vierling added , "but unleu 
we protect the productive topeoU 
from erosion, our future 
production Ia bound to suffer " 
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Soil Stewardship 

Week To Begin 

"A Different Place" is the 
theme set for SoU stewardship 
Week, May 19-26, 1974. ac­
cording to soil district chairman 
Bill Vierling of Mediapolis 

Set In the spring, when the 
earth is In full bloom, thiJ 
special observance has for many 
years been used as a time of 
"understanding" that man is 
merely the user of the soU and 
not truly the owner 

"Between the two Sundays of 
Soil Stewardship Week, many of 
our churches have dedicated 
their services to the recorgnltlon 
of the tillers of the soil who have 
used that resource wisely," 
Vi~rllng stated. "Our dl~trlct 
has a11ain provided the churches 
of Des Moines County with m 
formation to aid In the we" -h>ng 
eel bration " 

The 1974 soil stewardship 
booklet focuses on the new nd 
different facets of liie that we 
face today--limited gasoline, 
shortages of certaln foods. car 
pools, higher costs, etc. It asks. 
"Are we up etting the balance of 
natural thJngs in God's creation 
to such a point that we risk a 
devastating environmental 
acCJdent•" 

"Soil Stewardship speaks to 
the ecologists and en­
vtrorunentalista as well as to 
those who would wute our 
resources," VIerling claims 

'The soil is a non-renewable 
exercise our stewardship of the 
l~d will in a great way deter­
mUle how lona that llfe may 
continue," VIerling concluded. 



First attempt for conservation funds 

Seeks long-term funding 
l:ly 1:101:1 'OGARD 

l'he lirst long-term agreement for 
IJes Moines county under the 1974 
lederal cost-sharin~: con~ervation 
pru~:ram has been sought by Eric 
~la"ner of Mediapolis. 

The agreement depend upon 
lurther assurance of federal funds, 
"nee LTA program have a m1mmum 
durallon ol three years First -year 
request "for 1,750 and only 3,800 i 
ttva1lable 

V Deane Thornton, ASC county 
~xet·utive officer, aid 917 50 would 
httve to he allocated and there is sdme 
111dication it may be forthcoming 
\Iessner's plan with the oil 
Conservation district calls for a pond 
.md waterway this year. terracing and 
llhnl( lor most of the succeeding year·. 

·1 he total work would co t 20,000 if 
1 he project extends to 1981 , as now IS 

contemplated and the A. C would pay 

Soil Stewardship 
Week, May 19-26 

"A Dllferent Place" Is the 
theme set for SoU Stewardship 
Week, May 19 - 26, 1974, ac­
cording to soU district chairman 
BUI VIerling of Mediapolis. 
Set In the spring, when the earth 

Is In full bloom, this special 
observance has tor many years 
been used as a time of "under­
standing" that mao Is merely tbe 
user or the soU and not trulY 
the owner. 

"Between the two Sundays of 
Soli Stewardship Week, many of 
the churches have dedicated their 
services to the recognition orthe 
tillers or the soli who have used 
that resource wisely," VIerling 
stated. "Our district has again 
provided the churches of Des 
Moines County with Information 
to aid In the week-long celebra­
tlon.'' 

The 1974 sollstewardshlpbook­
tet focuses on the new and dll­
rerent facets or 11le that we face 
today - limited gasoline, short­
ages or certain foods, car pools, 
higher costs, etc. It asks, "Are 
we upsetting the balance of nat­
ural things In God's creation to 
such a point that we risk a de­
vastating environmental ac­
cident?" 

"Soli Stewardship speaks to the 
ecologists and environmentalists 
as well as to those who would 
waste our resources ," VIerling 
claims. 
"The soU Is a non-renewable 

resource, given to us to sus­
tain tile. The way we exercise 
our stewardship or the land will 
In a great way determine how 
long that tile may continue," 
v lerllng concluded. 

10,000. L TA i expected to get more 
emphasis in the future . ow, the 
largest part of the Rural 
Environmental Con ervation Program 
(RECP) 22,000 for this county, is for 
one year only. However, it authorizes 
only long-term erosion control 
practices. 

ext in line is It six-year $6,117.50 
program for Clyde Scherer, Burlington 
Rt I. It also call for terracing. 

The difference between past 
conservation programs and the L TA 
prOJects is that both government and 
land owner agree to complete an on­
gOing program under the latter . 

Emphasizing conservation this week 
are those who observe oil 
' tewardship Week , today through 

May 26. Theme of the nationwide 
observance 1s "A Different Place", 
which points out how the many 
changes now occurring in the country 

affect the continumg respons1bihty to 
be good stewards of the land. 

Bill Vierling of Mediapolis, soil 
district chai rman , said: "Between the 
two 'unday of oil tewardship 
Week , many of our churches have 
dedicated the1r services to the 
recognition of the tillers of the soil who 
have used that resource wisely ." 

The pistrict provided churches of 
the county with information to aid m 
the celebration . The booklet this year 
focuses on the facts of life today -
limited ga oline, shortage of certain 
foods. car pools, higher costs and 
imilar trials. 

Last week, Henderson county 
ministers and their families were 
gue ts at the ASC building in 

tronghurst, Ill. They heard Dick 
Herm, soil conservationist from 
Peoria , explain the emphases of 
sho rtages to be su rmounted , 
environmental pollution and the 
growing concern over land use. 

More than 2,000 bulletins and 
litanies for churches were di tributed 
at the Monday meeting. Members of 
the county soil steward hip committee 
are Vernon Thorell, Henry Marshall, 
Robert Smith and Kendall Tippert . 

In Van Buren county, a breakfast 
and conservation tour for all of the 
clergy in the district is planned for I 
Tuesday The breakfast will be served 
at Hotel Manning in Keosauqua. 

I 

WILDLIFE DISPLAY in the Soil Conservation office is the attracti~lnd for MMrs .. 
· h 1 d her three chr ren. rs 

Susan Baldwm. third grade teacher at P;.rkrn~e:~h:~ ~:~he year She says the key 
Baldwrn has been named Iowa Conserva ron 
to teachrng is to make learning na!Ural. Story on Page 3 

fHu- /Jn a~ f. J 
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d . " "Friend of E ucatr,on 

chosen by WBEA 

Ralph Dewey • West 
Burlington, was chosen "Friend 
of Education" by the West 
Burlington Education 
Association. Mr. Dewey was 
nominated because of bla ex· 
tensive work in community 
educo lion He is district soU 
conservotiomst for Des Moines 
County, he is sel:rctary of the 
Environments. Conservation 
Education Council which 
sponsors several teacher's 
worksnops. member of Kiwanis 
and started Pollution Control 
Council which works with the 
Burlington Ecology Club. Also 

Mr Dewey bas helped the Girl 
Scouts set up nature trails for 
Girl scout Camp and bas worked 
oo many other various com· 
mittees to aid teachers and 
sutdents in the four years be has 
lived in west Burlington 

A letter was written to t~ Iowa 
State Education Association by 
Mark Volkman, tcache~ from 
WBAHS, describmg the mterest 
Mr. Dewey bas taken In ~c hx:al 
schools. A state "Fncnd of 
Education" will then be chosen 
from letters received from Iowa 
schools having a "Friend of 
Education." 

Learning of nature 
naturally her goal 

Mrs. Susan Baldwin, th1rd grade 
teacher at Perkins Elementary school, 
has been named Iowa Conservation 
Teacher of the Year. 

William Vierling, Des Moines 
County oil Conservation district 
rhairman, sa1d the Burlington teacher 
will represent Iowa in regional and 
national judging. 

The award program, recognizing 
outstanding teaching in the Jield of 
environmental conservation, was 
established by the ational A n. of 
Conservation Districts ( ADC) and 
the Allis Chalmers Co. 

This is the first year for this 
recognition, although a similar award 
has been sponsored statewide by the 
Iowa soil districts and the Farm and 
Home Register. Vierling said Mrs 
Baldwin also will be entered in the 
awards program . 

"Soil districts enter their 
outstanding teachers who have been 
teaching conservation to the 
youngsters in our schools," Vierling 
said. "Mrs. Baldwin has been very 
active for nearly two years in our 
environmental conservation education 
council and is vice chairman at this 
time." 

The contest entry lists many ways in 
which Mrs. Baldwin has helped 

her students to better understand 
nature and the relationship of plants 
and animals to the soil, Vierling 
stated. Her cla•sroom was extended to 
the outdoors long before this became 
the "acceptable" way of instruction, 
he added 

Under her guidance, Perkms third­
graders have catalogued the trees in 
the school neighborhood Each 
youngster has "adopted" a tree to 
observe. 

"Through their learning how natural 
things live together, tudents can 
begin to learn what lifP itself is all 
about," Mrs. Baldwin said. "When 
learning comes naturally, it becomes 
meaningful." 

The statewide honoree has attended 
many seminars and conferences m 
environmental education and has 
pioneered this type ot education in the 
Burlington area. 

Mr . Baldwin and her husband, 
Juhn, live at 2908 \loody Lane. He is a 
pilot for Remmers-l'omkins Flight 

ervice. They ha\'l• three children, 
Deborah, 8; David, 6; and Diana, 4. 
The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
V. Jaeger, 2101 \'ogt, she is a graduate 
of Burlington Community rollegP and 
the Umversity of Iowa. 

"" ' '-" ,1. • ,, A/ 

Mark Simmons 
SCS worker 
likes theater 

The new part timer at the Des 
r,;oines county oil Conservation 

ervice office is the son of an 
engineenng technician with the , CS 
but he doesn't want to follow in Dad's 
fO<;tsteps. 

of--L '-//cw1 t ~r 
-tvYl..v .:z...< 1 {(/ 71 

Mark immons prefers the theater 
and he's looking forward to gettmg 
involved "ith the Players Workshop 
here. He plan. to attend outheast 
Community college here next fall 
while working up to 20 houl'>! a week 
with CS. 

" I want to major m English and 
theater After I graduate here , 1 plan 
to transfer to Iowa Wesleyan college or 
th~ UniveMity of · orthern Iowa," he 
Said. 

Mark, 17, is the son of Mr. and Mrs . 
ta~ immon of Fairfield, where 

Dads with the area C 'office 
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Named Iowa 

Conservation 

Teacher Of Year 
Mrs. Susan Baldwin, third grade 

teacher at Perkins Elementary 
School In Burlington has been 
named the Iowa Conservation 
Teacher of the year, the Des 
Moines County SoU Conserva­
tion Dlstrlcl announced today. 

District chairman William 
VIerling of Mediapolis says that 
the state judging committee In 
the nationwide awards program 
has chosen Mrs. Baldwin to rep­
resent Iowa In regional and nat­
Ional judging. The award pro­
cram, recognizing outstanding 
teaching In the field of environ­
mental conservation was es­
tablished by the National As­
sociation of Conservation Dis­
tricts (NACD) and the Allis­
Chalmers Company. This Is the 
first year tor such recognition. 
"Soli districts enter their out­

standing teachers, who have been 
teaching conservation to the 
yoWlgste rs In our schools," 
VIerling explained. "Mrs. Bald­
win has been very active for 
nearly two years In our envlron­
m~ntal conservation education 
council and ts acting as vice 
chairman at thts time." 

The contest entry lists the many 
ways In which this teacher has 
helped bring her students to a 
b~tter Wlderstandlng of nature 
and the relation of plants and 
animals to the soli. Her class­
room has extended to the out­
doors long before this became 
the "acceptable" way of 
Instruction. 

With thP guidance of Mrs. Bald­
win, Perkins third graders have 
catalogued the trees In the school 
neighborhood. Each yoWJgster 
has adopted a tree to obsetve. 
"Through their learning how nat­
ural things live together, students 
can begin to learn what lite It­
self Is all about," Mrs. Baldwin 
stated. "When learning comes 
naturally, It becomes meaning­
ful." 

Mrs. Baldwin has attended ma:ly 
seminars and conferences In en­
vironmental education and has 
pioneered this type of erucatlon 
In the Burlington area. In 1973 
she attended the Iowa Teachers 
Conservation Camp, held at that 
time In Burlington. She has been 
Instrumental In bringing environ­
mental teacher tralnlng to the 
area to help c.ther Instructors as 
well. 
"We are pleased to have Mrs. 

Baldwin as our entry In this 
nationwide recognition pro­
gram," VIerling concluded. "She 
Is also our entry In the annual 
teacher awards program of the 
Iowa soli districts and the Farm 
and Home Register." 

Jack Jacobs 

Soil commissioner 
vacancy is filled 

A new commissioner for the Des 
Moines county soil conservation 
district was appointed at last week's 
commtssion meeting. 

He is Jack Jacobs, 44, of 1621 S. 
Main, who was a technician with the 
Soil Conservation ervice office here 
for 13 years. Jacobs was with SCS at 
Fairfield for two years, th~n in the 
office here from February of 1953 to 
August of 1966. 

Jacobs, an agent for Bankers Life of 
Des Moines, succeeds Carl humaker 
of Danville, who resigned because of 
his other commitments. 

"Carl has been a good man on the 
board, but he can see that our 
workload is going to increase," said 
Bill Vierling, chairman of the 
commission . 

He expressed pleasure at finding 
Jacobs to fill the volunteer position 
because of Jacobs' experience and also 
because, as a city dweller, he can 
assist the work of the district .. s it 
takes on urban responsibilities. 

The new commissioner retliins his 
rural connections, though. 

Jacobs and his son, 10-year-old 
Scott, operate the parental farm near 
Fairfield. The 80-acre place has such 
conservation practices as contour 
cropping and diversions . "There's 
some pasture, a little corn and beans," 
Jacobs said. 

He and his wife, the former Betty 
Crile of Fairfield, have a daughter, 
Laura , 13, as well as son Scott. Mrs. 
Jacobs teaches fifth grade at orth 
Hill school. 

Area resource unit 
meets here tonight 

Members of the Southeast Iowa 
Regional Planning Commission, the 
Soil Conservation Service and the 
Iowa Extension Service have been 
working on the formation of a resource 
conservation and development 
program for Region 16, including Des 
Moines , Henry, Lee and LoUisa 
counties 

An organization committee (Jim 
Hawkins, rural Argyle, Merle Kelly, 
Burlington and Leland McCosh , 
Winfield) has named a 24-member 
steering committee with six members 
from each of the counties. 

The steering committee will meet at 
7:30 p.m. tonight in Room 211 of the 
Federal Building in Burlington to 
explain the development program 
The public is urged to attend. 



Project Organized 

An informational meeting for 
persons in Southeast Iowa Area 
XVI was held Tuesday at the 
Federal Building, Burlington to 
explain how our natu~al 
resources can be developed 
more effectively. 

A Resource Conservation and 
Development Project (RC&D) is 
being organized in Southeast 
Io~a Area XVI comprising Des 
Momes, Henry, Louisa and Lee 
Counties. 
~ponsored by the county wide 

so1l conservation districts 
county boards of supervisor~ 
an~ others, this project is 
des1gned to help with future 
planning and development of the 
natural and human resources of 
the area . 
l!:dim Hawlu~, chairman of Lee 

unty SOil •strict, and tem­
porary project council chairman 
asserts that this project will be 
one of the most important fac­
tors in accelerating the proper 
development of land in its many 
uses in the four county area . "As 
a present member of the Area 
XVI _Regional Planning Com­
miSSion , I can assure that 
regional planni11g and RC&D 
programs compliment each 
other and really need each 
other," Hawk.ms staled. 

. Mike Dunn , regional planning 
director , echoed Hawkins 
statement in claiming, "RC&D 
~ill be able to act as a strong 
r1ght arm of regional planning 
and to put into action the plans 
involving natural resources " 

In developing the areawide 
RC&D project , local county 
councils have been set up to get 
grass roots input. The Des 
Moines County RC&D Council 
met Tuesday to lay plans for 
preparing an application for 
federal assistance . 

County chairman Mrs . Olive 
Sullivan of Burlington states, 
"This program is a new concept 
to all of us and we are anxious to 
meet with interested groups who 
wish to know more about the 
project. " During the next 
several weeks , council members 
will be contacting local 
organizations to tell about 
Resource Conservation and 
Development and to urge local 
endorsement of the program. 

"The council is also searching 
for possible projects to be 
considered and developed," 
Mrs. Sullivan continued. "We 
know there is a great need for 
wiser use of our resources and 
that many persons and groups 
have had pet projects, sim­
mering in their minds and 
waiting to be done . We would 
Uke to hear about them." 

Local council members in­
clude Milton Distethorst, farmer 
near Burlington; Ray PiiJlng of 
Mediapolis, a commiaaloner of 
the soil conservation district; 
local engineer and businesamao 
Sherman Smith ; Jam~ 
Settles. director of t.be OouDty 

Conservation Board; M rle 
Kelly • a county supervisor and 
Mrs. Olive Sullivan representing 
the League of Women Voters and 
others in the county. 

Resource Conservation and 
De_velopment is a program to 
gwde local people with land use 
and development problems to 
the expertise needed tv plan and 
develop their projedts. It ia 
funded by the u.s. Department 
?f ~!culture, but is open-ended 
m •ts offer of service to all 
people. 

Being a multi-eounty program 
RC&D is able to assist on m 
programs crossing county 1~ 
and to provide assistance by the 
experts from all available 
sources. 
"~CloD is an action program 

holding a great deal of promise 
for the future or our area .. Mrs 
Sulli~an concluded. "And,we ar~ 
seeking grass roots thinking to 
assure its success ... 

Town Council 
Proceedings 
Special Meeting 7-9-74 called to 

order by mayor pro-tem Siefken 
with all members present. Re­
marks made about Items used to 
block streets. Eighteen citizens 
present to discuss law enforce­
ment. Sheriff Glick reminded to 
ticket violators. Asked Sheriff 
to keep a closer watch on any­
one putting things In the street 
that would be hazardous to people. 
Put stop signs on both sides of 
roll out stop signs at swimming 
pool. NO PARKING sign to be put 
at southeast corner of swimming 
pool lot. Adjourned. 

Town Council met In regular 
sessl Jn 8-1-74 absent Nelson. 
Have Mannall present to dis­
cuss additional street work to 
be done. Motion carried to pur­
chase 15 ton jack. Lofgren pres­
ent on Recreation Program. Stout 
granted 90 day temporary trailer 
parking permit to be used as a 
bathroom while remodeling 
home. G)OIIlled building permit 
to Slout. {R. PUling and B. VIerl­
Ing present to request town•s en­
dorsement of Resource Con­
servation and Development Pro­
Ject.) John Holsleen present to 
reqtfest annexation. Council felt 
If Holsleen would pay for 
sewer under pavementtheywould 
annex. Council would not set pre­
cedent by allowing John to 
book on to water while not 
In the city limits. Glick, Johnson 
and another deputy present to go 
over July citations. Twenty three 
stop sign violations, 3 speed­
log, and many smaller charges. 
Motion to contribute $500.00 to­
ward purchase of speed analyzer 
for the county carried; 3 to I, 
If Danville would agree to do the 
same. Town to update their or­
dinances as soon as pos­
sible. Minutes and warrants ap­
proved. Frowofelters letters tab­
led until further notice. Board of 
adjustment to handle Wilson 
building perm!! for apartment 
house on corner of Main and 
Park. WUlls Baldwin, Jr. hired 
by council to replace Wilson 
~VIll start 8-12-74. council re~ 
Jecled bid for school crossing 
lights In hopes of obtaining other 
bids. 
Following warrants approved: Geode 

Wonderland 
S•eking Approval 

~roup's application for approval 
to the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) ts Septem­
ber 5, according to Ray PUling 
of rural Mediapolis, a member 
of the county RC&D board. He 
said the group Is hurrying to get 
the appltcatlon In to the USDA 
because appltcallons are on!; 
considered In the fall. ••we hope 
to save a year by getting this 
In right away," he said. Even 
then, PUling estimated II wUl 
take one to three years before 
the Geode Wonderland becomes 
an oUiclal realtty. 

!rfc4~r ~, t lt.cv 

"As f n. .._{_o . .J- t: ~ , c; 7 '-~ !!embers of a group that wants 
to improve resource conser­
vation and development met In 
Burlington last night to finalize 
the group's charter application. 
The group's official name Is 

Geode Wonderland Resource 
Conservation and Development 
(RC & D) group. It Includes rep­
resentatives from Des Moines, 
Henry, Lee and Louisa counties 
who want to make some changes 
In the area's use of natural re­
sources. 
Target date for sending the 

"Project measures" - specUic 
projects the RC&D council wants 
to do In this area - "can be 
done before we get approval," 
PUling said, "as long as the 
projects are locally fUnded and 
sponsored." After approval the 
RC&D group wUI be able ~ get 
federal funds from the SoU Con­
servation Corrmls , lon, the De­
partment of Health, Education and 
Welfare and other federal 
agencies. 

ar as I know," PUling 
said, ••we're the only ones In 
Iowa right now that have sub­
milled an application. And, since 
there's only so much money 
available for RC&D projects In 
the state, we may be able to 
get all of that." 

There are three RC&D project 
areas operating In Iowa now· 
probably the most well-known I~ 
the Rathbun RC&D whl h d 
veloped Lake Rath~n, br~ e­
a recreational facUlty a d glng 
Industry to the area. n more 

Subjects RC&D cowa get In­
;;~ ved with, PUling said, Include 

e-plantlng, sew-.ge disposal 
soU erosion, road-side dltche; 
and sealing ott abandoned wells 

When presented a slide sh • 
about RC& ow D to the Mediapolis 
town council earlier this month 
~rob! em they seemed concerned 

th, according to PUling 
SOlid 1 , was 

was e disposal. " This Is 
a problem throughout the f 
county area " he said our-
Th ' . 

to e reason Pilling went to the 
wn councu was to get Its 

dorsement or the RC&D ~n-
for this area. The council ea Its gave 

approval, which should bel 
the Geode Wonderland et P 
proval from the USDA. g ap-



MEDIAPOLIS NEW ERA 

CONSERVATION GROUP 
In Henry County. Des Moines County Is part of a 

newly-organized Resource Con­
se rvatlon and Development pro­
ject (RC&D) that Includes the 
four-county Area 16 region of Des 
Moines, Henry, Lee and Louisa 
countle~. 

RC&D Is a locally-Initiated, fed­
erally assisted program 
that tries to direct and assist 
the use of an area's natural re• 
sources. 
II first came Into being In 1962 

and Is under the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and the SoU Con­
servation Service (SCS). 

a solid waste land!Ul program, 
a rural water program and In­
creased private business In the 
area. 

Projects In other parts of the 
United States have Involved thipes 
like erosion and fl<'od control, 
Irrigation, water supplles and 
development of resources such as 
Umber or stone quarries to spur 
private enterprise and local em­
ployment. 

Each county In Area 16 has a 
six-member steering committee 
to decide the area's resource 
priorities, 

Members of the steering com­
m I !tee for Des Moines County 
are: Mtlt Dlstelhorst, a farm­
er near Burlington; Ray PUling 
of Mediapolis, a commissioner 
of the soU conservalton service; 
local engineer and businessman 
Sherman Smith; Jim Settles, dir­
ector of the County Conservation 
Board; county supervisor Merle 
Kelly; and Ollve Sull1van, rep­
resenting the League of Women 
Voters. 

source conservation or develop­
ment In this county and In Area 
16. "We know there Is a great 
need for wiser use of our re­
sources," Mrs. Sullivan said. 
••Many persons and groups have 
had pet projects simmering In 
their mlnds and walling to be 
done. We would like to bear about 
them." 

Ralph Dewey of the county scs 
ottlce, who described himsel! as 
a "ramrod" for the local group, 
said there are "probably a 
hundred Ideas•• that dltferent 
people In the county have to 
Improve natural resource use. He 
advised them to "bring them up 
to the local councu." 

There are a large number of 
RC&D areas throughout the coun­
try. 

Commlttet! members were 
selected by an organization com­
mittee consisting of Merle Kelly 
of Burlington, Jim .Hawkins of 
rural Argyle 4il Lee ColDlty 
and Leland McCosh of Wtntleld 

Mrs. SulUvan was chosen chair­
person for the county group, 
whose first meeting was the first 
week In July. 

A prime example In Iowa Is the 
Rathbun Lake RC&D. This untt 
bas developed the Rathbun Lake, 

The group• s aim, as a steering 
committee, Is to find out what 
Interested organizations and ln­
dl vtduals see as needs for re-

As Ideas are brought to the 
county six-member steering 
committee, Dewey explained, that 

SEEKS INPUT 
committee decides their merit 
'Uld then refers the good ones 
t. the Area 16 RC&D councU. 

The project council members 
are from the four-county area, 
but theY're not necessarily the 

arne people as are on the local 
stPerlng committees, said Dew­
ey Jim Hawkins, chalrmanofthe 
i ,.,. County Soli District, Is tem­
porary council chairman. 

The project councU, whose first 
organizational meeting wm be on 
Wednesday, August 7 at 7:30p.m. 
·' the Federal Building In Burl­
,n~on, Is where specific pro­
Jects are actually begun. 

once that group Is organized 
and receives approval from the 
Department of Agriculture, It 
w1Jl be assigned a coordinator. 
Dewey sald that the coq,rdlnator 

will probably be a conservation­
lsi from the SCS. 

Then the four-county councU, 
with the help of Its coordinator, 
will plan specific projects, coor­
dinating federal, state and 
local agencies and funding 
sources. 

RC&D Itself has some funds 
available to It, Dewey said, but 
"generally the money for pro­
ject measures wUI come from 
other sources." 

Dewey mentioned as an example 
of a possible RC&D project mea­
sure a drainage system tor the 
area near DanvUle. There's cur­
rently a problem of run-off after 
rains flooding the town there. II 
would be possible :or RC&D 
pPople to alleviate this situation 
by using pE'rsonnel funds 

available under the office 
of Housing and Urban Develop­
ment, the federal watershed 
law and other sources. 

An RC!<D project for this area 
has beEn In the planning stage 
for abod three years, according 
to Dewey. 

He saJd that, two and a half 
years 1go, he presented tntor­
matlon lbout RC&D to the since­
disbanded CAMPS group 
Coordtrated Area Manpower 
Pl anni~ Services. This was a 
group nade up of people from 
slx agetcles ln Area 16, agencies 
Ilk• thE Ofttoe of Economic Op­
portunl y, Southeastern Com­
munltyCollege and SCS. 
With DeweY's help, the IdE> a 

grew from there. 
TherE's also more cooperation 

owners of vehicles accountable for any 
parking tickets the vehicles collect. 

1 r • Approved a resolution calling for 
I full city cooperation in and 

endorsement of a Resource 
Conservation and Development 
Program in Southeast Iowa . 

• ~ ... l-.1-~ ...... .. ; ........ ,....., o .. o,noat hv 

between the four countles1notber 
areas, Dewey said. The state­
sponsored Southeast Iowa Reg­
tonal Planning Commission bas 
come Into existence and the SCS 
district has become organized, 
both In the four-county area. And, 
he added, the boards of super­
visors ln the four counttes are 
cooperailng with each other more 
now than they did three years 
ago. 
Leaders or both the RC&D pro­

ject and the Regional Planning 
Commission see the two agencies 
as working hand-In-hand. 
RC&D, with Its concern for nat­

ural resource use, w111 probably 
work mostly In rural areas, while 
Regional Planning w111 con­
centrate more on urban areas, 
Dewey said. 

There are some Individuals who 
are members of both the RC&D 
council and the Regional Planning 
Commission, portendlnc close 
communication between the two 
agencies. 

Merle Kelly Is connected with 
both groups as Is Jlm Hawldu, 
who commented, "As a present 
member of the Area 16 Rectonal 
Planning Commission, I can as­
sure that regional plannlnc and 
RC&D programs compliment 
each other and really need each 
other." 



MAPPING THE JOB of the SCS office for the coming week is Ralph Dewey, 
district conservationist. and on the rece~ vmg end of tho briefing is Larry Hunt. new 
sorl conservationrst. 

New soil conservationist 
There' a new tramee in the Des 

Moines county oil Con. ervation 
ervice office. Lowrance P Hunt, 26, 

of Farmington, Mo., i• learninr the 
occupation of <oil con ervation . 

Hunt i a May graduate of the 
University of Missouri, Columbia, 
where his major was fi hing and 
wildlife con~ervation . He said he's 
fond of fi hing, hunting and trapping, 
which isn't unusual for anyone from 
hi~ home town in the foothills of the 
Ozarka. Farmington ra about 90 mil 

south of t . Lour~ . 

The po ition was held until last 
Januarv bv \\'inston Cooper, now 
agron~mi~t at the Iowa Army 
Ammunition P:ant 

Hunt •ard there weren't an) open· 
in~ 10 \1i ouri .'C. office , but that 
doe n't concern him "I like 11 better 
up here, anyway," he a rd . 

Larry, a he prefen~ to be called, and 
hr wife, .Judv , li'e at \fiddletown . 
They have a 4: ·ear -old on, I.ance. 

L /<_,~~ ~~<_ 

F1, t7'!J/ 

Area XVI RC&D meets 
Glen Black, assrstant slate 

conser.·ationi t , wrll be in Burlington 
Aug 7 to meet with the nedghng 
R e ource Con ervatioo and 
Development council. He also plans to 
be in Lee county Tuesday. 

The RC'&D council is scheduled to 
meet at 7:30p.m . next Wednesday in 
Room 211 of the Burlington Federal 
Bldg to complete formalitie. of 
organization Area 16, includmg J?e• 
Moines Lee Henry and Loursa 
count res, i the council's bailiwick .. 

Ralph Dewey, dr trrct 
con ervationi t with the oil 
Conservation Service, . aid county 
councils have been .at up to broaden 
the ba~e of •upport for the council. 
T he Des Moines tounty RCE:D group 
ha elected as it. chairman, Mrs. Olive 

ullivan, Hunt road. 
Mrs. ullivan said, "Thi~ program 

is a new concept to all of u. and we are 
anxious to meet with intere-ted group 
who wi•h to know more about the 
project " Durrng the next . everal 
weeks , council member. will be 
contacting local organization- to tell 

about the work d the rouncrl and to 
•eek local endorsement ot the 
program 

Re•ource Con ervatron and 
Development i a program to guide 
local people with land u e and 
development problem to the experll~e 
needed to plan and develop their 
project< . It i funded by the .s 
Department of Agriculture , but 1 

open-ended in it offer of •en·ice to all 
people, l\1r . Sullivan pointed out 

Other county council charrmen are 
Leland \1cCo h , Winfield mayor , 
Henry count\·; .Jim Hawkin , Argyle, 
Lee .county·, and Robert Fult~n . 
Columbu• .Junctro~. Loui•a county. 

Hawkm• is temporary chairman of 
the area council. Roth he and McCo h 
also are members of the Area X\"1 
Regrnnal Planning Com mi. ion. "I can 
as~ure that regional plannmg and the 
RC &D program• complement each 
other," Hawkm .. tated . 

Henry countv councrl met l\londav 
night and elected .lack Cowen ot Mt . 
Plen<ant a vrre chairman and .fohn 



Resource project 

presented to council 

Ralph Oewey, U.S. Dep~~rt­
ment of Agriculture, SoU Con­
servation Service gave a slide 
presentation Monday night at 
the regular meeting of the West 
Burlington city council . In­
formation was given abou t 
Resource Conservation and 
Development projects . The 
project is to help people take 
better care of their natural 
resources and, at the same time 
Improve their community's 
conomy Dewey citied the 

number one problem in the 

policy effective Sept. 1, sent a 
Jetter to resident to cut weeds 
because they are nuisance ; 

Minutes approved for council, 
park commission aod planning 
and zoning commission 
meetings ; new sidewalk to be 
laid at corner of Glascow and 
Broadway ; motion to buy new 
slurrywa gon ; vacation ap­
proved for city employee 
adjournment. 

Soil, water conservation urrounding orca is soil erosion. 
0111 r problems presented were 
pu tures growing bock into 
l1mber, no protection for stream 
banks, unsatisfactory landuse, 
dirt sliding Into ditches and the 
ontrolllng of landfills. 

De" ey asked the council for 
a l<'tler of backing for the 
prOJ ct 

week observed Sept. 8- 1 5 
The council agreed to have the 

c ty attorney draw up an 
agreement with Don CampbeU 
to tile a dispute over water 
mains and turnouts on West 
Burlington Avenue and Van 
W Iss 

The council also adopted a 
resolution of necessity for the 
Pennington Street project. A 
pubhc hearing was set for Sept 
9, 7 p.m in the council cham­
bers, City Hall. 

The October 8 date for voting 
on the bus Issue was delayed for 
discu&alon until the ne xt 
regularly scheduled council 
m ting Wording for the issue 
on the ballot was also discussed 

A report submitted to the 
council s tated the plans for the 
Kwimming pool were completed _ 
but all specifications hadn't been 
finished. 

In other action the council 
accepted fire safety reports for 
LaVelne Trailer Sales and 
Fuilerton Lumber Co .. accepted 
building imspector's report for 
July ; adopted resolution for 
ordinance 280 ; tabled 534 
freeway project; adopted 
chanaea In council-employee 

Iowa Gov . Robert Ray has 
proclaimed Sept. 8-15 as Soil and 
Water Conservation week. 

The governor ' s proclamation 
emphasized orderly development and 
wise use of Iowa land and water 
resource as essential to maintain and 
enhance rural and urban standards of 
living, and to maintain an adequate 
food supply for the people of all 
nations. 

He suggested environmental 
protecticn and improvement benefits 
all Iowans, and urged all citizens to 
participate in soil and water 
conservation programs or lend 
assistance to those conducting these 
programs. 

This spring Iowa experienced its 
greatest soil erosion in 25 years, 
reminds Min Amemiya, extension 
a~:fonomiRt at Iowa State university . 

Iowa Soil 
r· 11 +- Conservation 
~~ w.. '1r:f ~ \.. c.:n .£ ,,_, ... [ 

'-IJ- 1_ ( '-4.'. o Week Sept. 8-15 
1'111 Soli Conservation Week In Iowa 

has been scheduled for Septem­
ber 8 - 15 this year as pro­
claimed by Governor Robert D. 
Ray. Local celebration of the 
event In Des Moines county cen­
ters around the continuing ef­
fort to stop erosion where the 
raindrops fall according to soli 
district chairman William VIerl­
Ing of Mediapolis. 
"The combination of too much 

or too little rainfall has been 
rough on agriculture In 1974," 
VIerling stated, "But we can be 
sure that the conservation farm­
ers have fared the best of the 
lot.•• 

Soil and weather conditions were ideal 
for this to happen. He observed that 
more people became acutely aware of 
damages resulting from improper land 
use practices. 

Soil erosion prevention continues to 
be an important task of farm 
operators. Amemiya encourages 
farmers to select land use practices 
that will reduce soil and water 
movement. 

On row crop land, he advocates such 
soil and water conservation practices 
as contour farming , strip cropping, 
grassed waterways , diversions, 
terraces, and conservation tillagp 
systems that leave soil surfaces rough 
and protected with plant residues. On 
sloping land considered too steep for 
continuous row crops, the agronomist 
enrourages crop rotations or 

More recently the commis­
sioners of tbe soU district have 
helped spearhead the organ­
Ization of a multi- county Re­
source Conservation and Dev­
elopment project (RC&D) In 
southeast Iowa. 
"This RC and D will be pool­

Ing the conservation efforts of 
four districts In the area to give 
more and better services to the 
people needing conservation 
help," VIerling continued. 

"Meanwhile construction of 
ponds and terraces to help halt 
the now of slit to our streams 
has been gotng on at full speed," 
the chaJrman concludes. "Ap­
plication of conservation plans to 
the land to protect and Improve 
our agriculture ts what Its all 
about." 

conversion to permanent grass or 
grass-legume cover. 

Soil movement by wind also can be 
a problem, especially on flat land . 
Amemiya suggests cropping and 
tillage systems that leave the surface 
rough and protected with a mulch of 
plant residue to reduce soil movement 
by wind . 

Soil erosion by water and wind can 
also occur on land disturbed for non­
agricultural uses. The same principles 
for controlling erosion on farm land 
also apply in such instances. 

"If Iowa is to maintain its 
agricultural heritage and leadership, it 
can do so only by protecting its most 
valuable resource, the soil, from 
unnecessary degradation and loss. It is 
obvious that more emphasis must be 
devoted to this endeavor," Amemiya 
said . 

"Farmers who have controlled 
their soU losses with terracing 
and crop rolatlons were the best 
prepared for the heavy ralns of 
early spring," the chairman went 
on, uand these same people were 
more likely to have conserved 
that extra Inch or two of subsoU 
moisture that was needed In the 
dry spell." 

Des Moines county soli district 
has been a leader through the 
years In erosion control in south­
east Iowa. VIerling points also to 
the districts successes In the 
field of environmental conserva-
• ion education. 
uour environmental conser­

vation education council Is In Its 
fifth year of service to teachers 
and students of the area," VIerl­
Ing explained. "Probably our 
greatest accomplishment has 
been sponsoring the Iowa Teach­
ers Conservation Camp In Burl­
Ington last year. More than 30 
local teachers benefitted from 
this experience." 



Attend State 
Soil Conservation 
Meeting 
Ray Pilling, Mediapolis and Jos­

eph T. Beckman, Sperry, both 
District Commissioners In Des 
Moines County SoU Conservation 
Dis trict, were among the more 
than 500 people attending a state 
meeting In Fort Dodge September 
8-10, A new record was set for 
attendance at the 28th Annual 
Confer ence for SoU Conserva­
tion District Commissioners of 
Iowa. Mrs. Beckman and Mr s. 
Dorthy DaVIs, office clerks, also 
attended the conference. 

Mrs . Susan Baldwin, Burlington, 
conse rvation teacher of the year 
award winner, spoke during the 
educational division of the pro­
gram. They discussed what a 
teacher Interested In conser­
vation expecls from the conser­
vation District Commissioners. 
Des Moines County district 

commissioners prese~ted a re­
solution to the State Association 
of the Conservation Education 
Committee that has already been 
adopted by their district. They 

asked that the State Association' 
evaluate several teachers train­
Ing courses In conservation. In 
this way, both the teacher s and the 
conservation officers will know 
which courses offer the best In 
conservation training, 
David Unger, Executive Sec­

retary of the N a tiona! Associa­
tion of Conservation Dlstrlcls 
praised Iowa as one of the most 
progressive s tates In soU con­
servation work. He told the group 
their work would be more chal­
lenging In the next 10 years, as 
they would become more Involv­
ed In surface mine reclamation 
sediment control, agrlculturai 
runou pollution and land use 
planning. 

He cited the need for districts 
to get more technical assistance 
by r ebuUdlng the corps of SoU 
Conservation Service pe rsonnel. 
He also said the soUs Informa­
tion and other r esource material 
avaUable from Districts Inevi­
tably wUI Involve them In land 
use planning, 

Assis tant Secretar y of lnlorlor 
John Kyl brought commlssl<>r•ers 
up to date on the Mined- Land 
Reclamation Act now In confer­
ence In Congress . The bill would 
establish a nationwide program 
to prevent adver se eUects to so­
ciety from coal mining oper a­
tions and would Involve local 
dlstrlcls and agencies In Imple­
mentations , 

Kyl said there Is not enough 
money being spent on conser­
vation or enough Inter est In ta­
king car e of soli and water re­
sources . 

---------- ----- ---- -

Top teacher once 
'hated science 

I 

By BOB SOGARD 
Les than two years ago, Susan 

B~ldwin "hated science." She said, 
" o creepy, crawly things for me. But 
I changed my tune and I found gloves 
helpful in handling them." 

Today. the third grade teacher at 
Perkins school is the elementary 
school division Iowa Conservation 
Teacher of the Year The soil 
conservation district of the state and 
the Farm and Home Register help 
conduct the program. 

Last .June, she was named 
conservation teacher of the year in 
competition "ponsored by the 

ational Assn. of Conservation 
Districts and the Allis Chalmers Co. 
Her name was entered 10 Upper 
Mississippi region competition. 

Chiefly responsible for the about­
face for the science-hater was Ben 
Clausen hiologv instructor at 

Photo on Page 3 
Unive"ity uf urthern luwa He was 
director of the Iowa TeachHs 
Conservation Camp that was held here 
m .July of 1973 

Mrs. Baldwin hecame involved m 
the Environmental Conservation 
Educational council here and has 
helped conduct in-service conservation 
training for Burlin~ton teachers. he 
and ,Jo Rabe, first grade teacher at 
Black Hawk school, gave a 
presentation at the Iowa Conservation 
Education workshop in eptember at 
Camp Ewalu near trawberry Point. 
Also taking part were Bev Lundy, 
Corse school; Betsy Pollock, .James 
Madison : and Pat Mayle, Black 
Hawk. 

The honored teacher has seen rapid 
growth in conservation teaching the 
past couple of years. "There are 35 or 
~0 teachers who are really interested 
and they come up with ~ lot of new 
ideas," she said 

The instrurtion. making use of field 

trips as well as classroom projects, is 
time-consuming but worthwhile, Mrs. 
Baldwin said She credits Sherm 
Lundy and Mrs. Ruth Mertens with 
pioneering con~ervation teachi ng in 
Des Moines county. 

"The school administration has 
been very helpful, giving us time off to 
go to Ewalu and Spring Brook (state 
park near Guthrie Center)," she said 

Her class recently concluded a 
butterfly unit and one of the pupils 
was moved to versify. Jane Lohmann 
wrote: 

GeollCia wu om.t a caterpilltr 
CrawhnK a monK the lea~¥tl. 
Now ehe will M a butterfly 
FlyinK up an the trtn. 
Now you see ~he i• ft Monarch 
Pretty u can be 

The class took the 'Monarch outside 
while th~ air was still warm, so it could 
get accustomed to the weather and 
survive Their swallowtail butterfly 
the class learned, would lay eggs and 
die. 

On the1r field trip around tlie hool 
neighborhood, the youngster~ collected 
seeds, nuts, leaves and sand to use in 
making soil. They examined buds left 
after leaves dropped; one pupd 
announced that the buds will "hatch 
out" next spring. One bush across 
Dodge street from the school is a 
mystery variety the clas will be able 
to identify early next spring. A boy, 
noting the large buds, called it a 
"Budwe1ser" bush. 

Paper recycling is popular at the 
school and the large receptacle on the 
parking is quickly filled 'to 
overflowing 

And the teacher no longer needs 
gloves to handle the creepy, crawly 
things . 

Mr . BaldWin and her husband, 
.John, live at 2908 Moody Lane. He's a 
pilot for Remmers-Tomkins Flight 

ervice They have three children 
Deborah, 8; Dav1d, 6, and Diana, 4: 
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ch ules V .Jaeger 2101 Vogt 

Danville Man 
Wins 

The farm of Don Nelson north 
of Danville was entered as the 
only district entry m the farmer 
section of the Register and 
Tnbune contest this year Don 
has pretty well completed 
necessary conservation work on 
the place by mst.alling terraces, 
waterways, a pond , and nearly a 
quarter section of pasture 
renovation Known as a highly 
erosiVe farm, !his place has 
t.aken on a new and encouraRing 
look, with the work thatNelson 
has done. His entry placed first 
'" the new coopera tor division or 
the contest or southeast Iowa 

~ -~ Yrt tl < l~ I (] {)-U 'r\."% 
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IOWA FAR 

Name regional winners in soil 
conservation contest 

Rf':! nndl \\11111£>f~ \\rrt' 
n.tlllrrl ."aturrla,· m thP farm· 
rr src inn of thr ~~~i4 ln\\a 
!'-tnt I Con~f:'ln alwn .\dllt:\ e· 
mrnt \\\ arrl' T'rn~ram. 

Thl" ('ntllr't l"i ~JUIII,urrcl hv 
Tho• llo·s .\lntnr' H"~"lro ;oml 
Tnhunr ancl In\\ .t FallllHIJ.:' m 
(·nnrwrillum '' tl h ~,., f·ral c·11n· 
~rntiltnn and <.·duri-ttlnn 
a.crnru"'· 

Thr prnco am is rlo•<kowrl In 
J,:t\f' l"f:l('IH.::nttinn tn thu'P 
lr~nrln\\ner<.> anct farmc·rs 
clnml: an nut tandong Jnb of 
cnn,<'rnn;.::: 'otl anrt ''atrr. 

Thrrr tnp farm< \\ rrr ~,_ 

kr•rrl on raeh nl .·o · rrgoon< 
and twn farms in rado nl 
thn·r fl'!:;inns Thl'Y r-rpr<.•,rnt 
(1\\ nrr-nprratrd or lanuly.np· 
rratrrl farms (rllltsllln I); 
landlnrd·trnant farm' (<II\ I· 

11111 :!); anct tfw,e nprraiPtl 
1n farmers who arC> nrw , .• ,. 
lllll'ratn" \lith the l S. Sonl 
t unsc·n.atwn S.rn ic·r. 

In thP l;tltrr oltn inn thr 
Ltrll'S 1113\' hr c·tltwr 11\\IH'I' 

nJ l'ratL'rl no• larmrd h) land· 
}orrl tt·n.1n• 

rho• hoTr "onnrrs in r.1eh 
rlt\1 10n arr nnw •n ennh 
Jl('lltrnn fnr a \\l'f'P 1akpc; 
a11 uri. Tl•r '" p t '"' II In­
ncr , a total n! none, \\ ol' tlorn 
rnJprte l<'r tne ~m.!:ll' ::;t,ttc 
a\\ •rrl 

,\11 or the rr lonal and 

""'"l''t.okes 11 mners 11 til be 
hnnnrl'rl thos fall at han~urts 
to he •·h,.olulrd in the home 
~tlll c·nn l'nalinn eli lnct 
(o nunti<'') u! the ""'"Jlstakes 
\\ lllllf'f<.;, 

Ho·~:onnal 11 innrr< \1 ill re. 
('1'1\t' harnmC'IPrs, anct '\\N'p~ 
st.tkt·s \\II1Tli'I"S \\JI\ l"('lTI\C 

\\at~·lu·~. Thr son~lt· state 
111nlwr \\Ill ro•cri\ r a plaque. 

Ho·~"""ol \\lnowrs on the 
(lllhitl' aurl IIOfodllal 'l'h<Jol· 
tradwr '<'l'ltnll n! thr coutr>t 
\1111 lw annnunn•d latt•r. 

The prn~ram, \1 h1ch IS nnw 
ill Jto;, l\H'Illy~<.;.('CUIHi )'C'ar, iS 

uurll'r tlw cn·din~·unn of \1'11-
snn '1'. ~loon, qate cnn~ 
~rr\atwm't for the ~( S, anti 
\\ ol'oam II. t.rronrr, dorrctnr 
of 1 he In\\ a flppartmcnt of 
SuJII nrl..,f'f\o-tllnn. 

I· olin\\ IIH! arc the rr~:innal 
11 tnllL'I s in the three dll'l· 
~~nn ..... 

1!11 '"" I. l.a\ rrne Grell, 
1\ '"hl.o 

lhll'"'ll ~ \'rrl Krhrhrn:, 
I' \Ia ·, O\\nrr; .11m \\omls, 
Km..: l1 \' npt·r.ttnr 

1!11 '' "'' ·t Rwharrl F. Pe· 
trr on, I rrtt'lHHI\ Ill"~ 

Ill·(;(()\ ~. north ·tcntral , 
,, ...... t 

IJ111 m 1. J)rnton ;\I~ rrs, 

llumholrlt; .Jnhn ~r,·ers, 
llarrh·; \Irs .. Jurhth .lnhnsnn, 
1\lrmme, O\\ncr~; John 
~l)t'rs, Hardy, nprratno·. 

lll\'1'11111 ~ l.t•nnarrl Han· 
"'n, llwkrns, mmrr; llarnlr! 
and .\rthur llansrn, OPL'ra· 
tors. 

1>1\'i<inn ~. T.awrrnre R. 
Kt'"'· .\h.:nna. m1nrr; nand 
ll<'fl\', \\est RL•nrl, npPratnr. 

RFf;J()\ 3, · nooth·crntral, 
rast 

IJII·o,onn I Terry I. Thomp· 
~nn I• nrrst City. 

1111 osonn 3. \\'olliam .T. Lar­
~nn, l.ns .\ngrlrs, !'ahl .. own­
rr; Hogrr :\oel ·nn, Fnrrst 
CHI', nprrator; Calvin Sorrn· 
snn Rntt, mana~:rr. 

l>tnsinn 3. 11 an ·oclck, 
llamptnn. 

RLWOI\ I, norlh.::.r..:.a'.::.t ___ _ 

Dil'isonn I. Oncn G. Lolls· 
garrl, J·:l~on. 

ll11 "'"" ~. \!iln .Tarnhia, 
Pn,l\ llh'. fl\\fWr: n~r.d anrl 
Pa1od \nrlLr nn, Pnstnllr, 
oprralor. 

1l111'"'n 3. )(crrill Jacobs, 
\\auknn. 

Rl.f,JO\ :,, \\r-t·crntral 

Di1·isinn 1. Har1ey L. Jen· 
en, Exora. 

Dil·i~ion 3. Harold Clilhr, 
Cnunttl Bluer , O\\nrr, .lark 
Hrstrr, Honry Crrt·k, opera­
tor. 

fli\'isinn 3. Charles Craw· 
!orr!, t1rh11r. 

-----
REGJO'- 6. crntral 

Di\isinn I. l.t•strr \'os, .\1· 
innna. o\\ ner; l.rstt•o· and 
llnnald \'us, \ltnnna, opera·· 
tors. 

ll11ision 3 .. \lhrrt Rnllhor· 
lrr, l\o\\lnn. O\\nrr; Harnld 
'focrl)e '\r11 ton, operator. 

REGtn\ 7, ra•t·ttntral 

Di\'i,oon I. Dennis D. Bcr­
grr, \\'rllman. 

l>i\'isinn 2. Grnrge !'in· 
pnulns, \\'olton, 0\lner; Ed 
Daulrlclt, Tipton, oprratnr. 

Dil'isonn 3. Andrew llor ·t, 
llluscatlne. 

REGIO\ ~. south\\r'l 

Di\'isinn I. LrRoy \\'onklcr, 
Crc,,tnn. 

llllt'inn 2. Fltnn .\nclrrsnn, • 
l "'''• ""orr; Dale \\ alltn, 
l "'' operatt•r. 

RH.IO\ q, southrasl 

Ili1 i ·ion 1. :\or man Got!, 
Ollir. 

Divi. !on 1. Donald B. Nel­
son, Dam 1llc. 

Ray approves 
'Wonderland' 

Four Hawk Eyeland v1sitors to Des 
MooJies Monday witnessed Gov 
Robert Ray givmg his approval to th~ 
Geode Wonderland Resource and 
Development project 

Approval of the RC&D proJect will 
make federal money and personnel 
available through C , Farmers Home 
administra•ion and other U DA 
offices to carry out programs 
developed in the 4·county area. Other 
projects would be developed with local 
funds. 

They were Jim Hawkins , project 
councol chairman, Lee county; Ralph 
Dewey, Des_ Moines county; Mrs. 
Norma Jennmgs, Louisa county, and 
Leland "vfcCosh, Henry county. Also 
on hand was Mike Dunn, director of 
the outheast Iowa Regional.Planning 
commlssoon, who "'as on the capital 
coty for another meeting. 

The application carrying Ray 's 
endorsement was handed to Wilson 
Mo.on, state conservationist with the 
Sool Conservation Service, for 
tra~smottal to the U.S. Secretary of 
Agnculture through the CS service. 

Moon told the delegation that he 
ant1c1pates the application will be 
approved sometime during the next 
fiscal year 

Projects contemplated to date 
include area·wide soil conservation 
efforts, rural·urban water systems, 
ewage disposal, health facilities, and 

recreation projects such as bike trails 
Dewey said the Des Moines county 

RC&D council will hold a breakfast 
meeting at 7:30 a.m Wednesday at 
Burlin~on's Holiday Inn 
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inning teachers named 
in soil conservation contest 

Thirtrrn Tnwa tra!·hers 
\\<'rP namrrl Saturday as re· 
gional \llnnrr In tht· trarher 
>rttwn nf the iowa Soil Con­
ser,. attn n Ach 1 ere men t 
o\wards Program. 

The \\inm·rs, who will nnw 
cnmt•etc fnr state titles, were 
ann<Htnt'<'<l hv the contest co­
cha:rnwn, li'ilson T. ~loon, 
st tie t'ons<•rvationist for the 

.S. Soil Conservation Serv­
ke, and 1\'ilham II. Greiner, 
<ltn·<·tnr of the Iowa lJrpart· 
Jtll'nl nf Snil Ctms<'r\'ation. 

Srlrttinn was based on the 
l<·aelwrs' effectiveness in cnn­
!->t•rvatwn <'riUt'atJOn; organ· 
i:tn~ ftdd tnps; creattng an 
3\\,lrt'llt'"S Of l'fii1SCr\'alinn 
prnhh·ms at the local, state 
anrl nattnnal lcrrls; and moti. 
\'atmg students to promote 
cnnsenatton of natural re­

·smtr<·t·"'· 
Thr program Is sponsored 

hy The Oes ~Joines Register 
and Tribune in cooperation 
\11th state and federal con­
serration and educatton 
agrnf'l<'"i. 

Teathrrs from ~2 soil con­
servation dtstrtcts (cnunttes) 
entered the contest - \1 htth 
is open to both parochial and 
pubhc school teachers. 

Tltt• tmelwr scctton of the 
cnntrst tnnststrrl of two dt\ i­
<tons: (I) kindergarten 
tltrnut:h rtghth erade, anrl 
(2) gr,ult•s !1-1'!. Some regions 
had nnlv nne \\lniiC'r. 

Hn:u;nal wmners In the 
farm•·r '<·ttinn of the conte t 
\\l'ff" .111111111JlCPrt )il"\l Wt?rk, 

Fnlltm 1111: arr the wmning 
lrathrrs hstrd by rrg10n anrl 
rltviston. R<'~ton one had no 
\\ innrr Uti. year. 
RbGIO'I 2, north-central, 
""I hall 

Trachrr K-8 - Annette 
Ko uha, Rnlfe Communtty 
:;chon!, Rolfe. 

Teacher 9-12- Ow•n 
I'rtma\'era, Jr , Spml Lake, 
~ltlfnrrl Cnmmunoty Ht~;h 
Schon!, :\Itllord. 
Rf:C,IO"' 3, norlh ·ctnlral, 
ta\l half 

1 e.,,·her K·8 - Mr~. 'tau­
rine :\loorr, St. Ans~:ar, St. 
An•ear Community School, 
Carpenter Elementary, Car­
penter. 

Teacher 9-1~ - Dennis .J. 
I.rttow, lnwa Falls Commu­
mtv Sdlllnl, Iowa Falls. 
Rt:C;IO' I, northrast 

'J <·adtt·r K-~ - \Irs. aowv 
l.rphat t, !"t·rl>r Falls, Blad; 
H;ll\k ~-l<~uentary, 1\,llc.,nu. 

OWEN 
PR IMA.Vt:RA 

NANCY 
GEPHART 

JEANETTE 
RUPRECHT 

ANNETT&. 
KOU&A 

LEONA 
8POWN 

ROGER 
ADOLPHSON 

RFGTO'\ ;, \\t\t-rrnlral 
Tra<·hrr K-~ - \1 <. l.eoua 

Rro\\n, .lrwell, 1:. :ra Ele· 
Jlll•ntan·. F\lra. 

RFGIO"' 6, rrnlral 
l'radwr 1\-R - :\Iurirl \. 

• H'hnlsnn Wt•q l>C's .MomPs, 
.lrnsrn Elt·mrntary, l. rban­
dalc. 

l'ea•·hrr n-1~ - .Tim R. El­
kin, Ogden Htr;h School, Og-

::n;;tO'\ 7, cast central r 
Teacher K·S - Jeanette 

Ruprecht, Clarenc•·LO\\den 
:\ltrldlc S<·honl, i.O\Hten. 

Teacher 9·12- Roeer 
.\dolph on. :\Johne, fll.. Dav­
enport II est Hlr;h :;chool, 
Davenport. 

RF.GIO"' 8. sout h\\tst 
Teacher K-8- ~Irs \rnolrl 

(Lout r) Ke"l•r. Ooagonal 
Communtt)· Sehoul, Dtagunal. 

RH.IO'I/ 9, soul hrast 
Te.•thrr K 8 - Susan 

Flatnr Ralrlwin, I'crktns 
~t·hnnl, Rurl1n.ctnn 

Tr;u·lll'r 9·1:.! _..., C:rnrcr , .. 
i·o ••11thnl, <'r•"len oile llt~,;h 
St·hout, l<·nlt \tile. 

JIM R. 
EL"IN 

LOUISE 
KESSLER 

MURIEL A, 
NICHOLSO N 

GFORC.F V, 
FREIDHOF 

~U\AN 
BALDWIN 

Son Judging team from left, Mlke Belknap, JeU Burgus, Rusty Tyn­
er and Mike Abel, 

FFA Wins Soil Judging 
The sophomore class son 

judging team won It all at the 
recent S. E. Iowa Contest. 
Three Individual trophies are 

awarded and one team trophy. 
Wlnnlng lndlv1duals were Jeff 
Burgus, first, Mike Belknap, sec­
ond and Mike Abel, third. Of 
course with the three top Indivi­
duals, the team won the team 

trophy· Otber schools partici­
pating were (In order of places) 
Central of Argyle, Ft . Madison, 
Wapello, Winfield, Mt. Pleasant 
and Columbus, 
This years contest was held on 

the Olln Jennings farm between 
Wlntteld and Columbus Jet. The 
judging Involves three soU sit~~ 
and a written exam, 



Geode Wonderland 
endorsement Monday 

By BOB SOGARD 
Geode Wonderland, newly named 

and ready fer action, will be endorsed 
by Gov. Robert D. Ray on Monday as 
a Resource Conservation and 
Development (RC&D) organization. 

All four counties of the southeast 
Iowa group will be represented when 
the project application is hand-carried 
to Des Moines for the governor's okay. 

The 41-page report already has been 
approved by the Office of Planning 
and Programming. After endorsement 
by Ray, it will be given to the oil 
Conservation ervice Des Moines 
office, then forwarded to SCS in 
Washington for consideration. 

It could take a year or more before 
the Secretary of Agriculture approves 
the plan. Then the CS would send an 
administrator to here to help 
governments and organizations 
establish programs to protect and 
develop natural resources in Des 
Moines , Henry , Lee and Louisa 
counties. 

Jim Hawkins , project council 
chairman, will lead the delegation to 
Des Moines. Hawkin is chairman of 
the Lee county soil conservation 
district. 

Others expected to attend are 
Leland McCosh, Winfield mayor, for 
Henry county; Olin Jennings, Louisa 

county soil con ervation district 
chairman, or his wife, Norma· Ralph 
Dewey, Des Moines county district 
conservation1st; Merle Kelly , Des 
Moines county supervisors chairman; 
and Mike Dunn, director of the 
Southeast Iowa Regional Planning 
commission. 

The application includes a 
description of the 1.1-million-acre 
area , soil descriptions, population 
study, employment and income 
figures , socio-economic information, 
problems of the area, objectives and 
benefits anticipated as the result of 
the project, environmental 
considerations, local participation and 
sponsor listings, constitution and by­
laws. 

The geode, official state rock of 
Iowa, was selected as a symbol in part 
because of the concentration of 
deposits in this area. The application 
report states: "The crysta lline beauty 
held within the geode relates to the 
undeveloped beauty to be found in the 
timbered hills rich farmland and 
broad rivers of the area . 

"And, as the potential beauty of the 
geode is held within its globelike 
confines, so the potential development 
of Geode Wonderland lie within this 
RC&D project." 

This is the third RC&D council to 
be formed in Iowa. 

GEODE WONDERLAND Resource Conservation and Development prOject ap­
plication is endorsed by Gov Robert Ray Representing Henry, Lee. Louisa and Des 
Mo~nes counties in the governor"s office Monday were. from left. Ralph Dewey. 
Burlington. district conservationist; Leland McCosh. Winfield mayor; Mike Dunn. 
Keokuk. director of the Southeast Iowa Regional Planning commission; Mrs. Olin 
Jenmngs. Columbus Junction. project secretary. and Jim Hawkins. Argyle. Geode 
Wonderland project chairman. 



BUTIERFLY BUSH. a resting place for one of the classroom Monarchs. is 
headquarters for the third graders of Mrs Susan Baldwin. who points out a fea­
ture of the Perkins school outdoor classroom Onlookers mclude Mrs. Carol Krekel. 
teacher's aide. The youngsters have been stockpiling nature trophies they w1ll be 
using in environmental stud1es through the coming wmter Mrs Baldwm IS the 
elementary school division Iowa Conservation Teacher of the Year 

f(-~u, 1/a,_~4~J. ~~· 
~~,_t.-lh't. lr; ;q 11 

PERKINS SCHOOL has a strong conservation education program. under the 
leadership of Susan Baldwm. Iowa Conservation Teacher of the Year One of the 
proJects IS th1s paper recycling receptacle which 1s qu1ckly filled to overflowin b 
enthusiastic youngsters g y 

.. -~ . .,; ..... ..:.-.·· ....... ~':.. ·-



Top conservation award 
1 

goes to family farm at El 
1!1.1 ~I \1 I \\ Rll I R 

\l.ttl' "tnnt·r" 1n tht 1!1', I 
}H\\ a Sn1l { nn't'r\ a linn 
\tllll'\f'fiH'nl ,,,, arrts Prn· 

J,:r;nn \H'Tl' .<-tnmnlnt·t•d Salur~ 

d ·\ lJ\ rnntrst <'n-chalrnwn, 
\\11 nn :\lnnn. slatE' rnn 
c· \.tiiUnl't fnl· lhr L S. Snll 

ton f'r\.tlwn Srn.l'r (SCS), 
rd \\ 1l11am (;rt~m••r, citn•t·tnr 

uf the ln\\d llt•parl.mrnt u( 

uti '- )1\Sf'r\tltlnn 

II onnrr or the farmrr '''C· 
t Ill or tht• conlt•st IS On('O 
(, I nflsg.ml •I I· h:on 

lfl 1hr> tr;.tdwr 'f1l'ltnn lhP 
Ill 111\ ISIUO I kllldt•r· 

hrnu~:h roghlh 
, 1 ~usan Raldwm, 
'f 1•" lt•al'hrr at PPr· 
hnol m R11rhnglnn. 
1nn I \\lnnt•r, nmth 

I 1 1th "fclfif'S, IS llrn· 
I n l\\ I \ u-ag tea< hrr 

111 ln\\a I·'alls CnmmunJiy 
Schnnh 

.Ju ... t 11\1'1' Ifill f;u·m~ \\rrr 

('llll'rf'Ct 111 thr 'talt'\\Hie 
Ltrmr. t·nnlt•..,t hut I .nf:,. 
g.tnl ' .,~q·anc• f.trm a(TU111U 
laird t • hH!'lw~t t·nn,t·natton 
Sl"Urt' - il'\fi flU( 0[ 3 )HI"' thiC 
~1111 pnonl,. 

Tlw pro~:rarn is spon,orrd 
h\' Thr llt•s ~loom•s Rfl:l>lfr 
and Tnhurw and '"' rral cnn 
S('f\ attnn and rducatwn 
ar:(•nt·tt· 

l'hrrr are lhrer farm di\ i­
swn ... m thr conte.,t - m\nrr­
nprratnr"i , tn \\htrh l.nfhgard 
t-nh·rN1 landlorcl -tt·nanh, 
and nr',\ co-op( ratnr\ \\11 h 
llw S('S 

f.nflsgard had earhrr hren 
namPrl "mnf'r 111 t·nunl\, rr 
gonnal and s\\Pep l<~kPS •·nm-

IH'Itttnu 111 tl11· 11 -rnunly rf'­
CIIlll Ill nnrl)lf',p;,( )O\\ii 

Lnflo.;;!ard '\ f<lrm ha'\ 111 
arn·s 10 nnp' 6:1 111 rwrma · 
rwnt pastun•, am1 ..JR tn \\nncl~ 

Janel Ftfty <H'rl'' 1s tt'rr~n·"cl 
and strip trnpp!'d "hoh• .m­
other 61 aorrs " lrrran<l and 
contour farmrd. 

Lofh~:ard has ~1.000 fret nf 
crupland t<·rrans, 51!11 frrl nf 
dt\ rrs10n tcrracts, 4 arn·s uf 
snd \\alrr\\ays ~nd I,61KI fr<·l 
nf drama~r lrlr 

or lht• 65 acn•s nr prrma. 
nent pa,tur£> , :!0 at·n•s has 
bt•t•n rrnm·atrd to a btrdsfnol 
lrrfml-gra'' nmture 

Thr farm has l\\ n ponds fnr 
h\rsln"k \\alt·r, \\lldhh• haho-

\1-l'lo"I'RS 

( mllumnl rm paqr 2·1·~ 

Photo h)· GI'ORGF CFOII \ 

On<·n 1 nfhl!:trrl and hi• "ifc S1hia J!rf plrnh nr h•·lu nr 
llll'ir pritl'\\i nninc f<\rm from flu•ir l·hilfln·n. I· rum fronl It 
hal·k the~ a rc Sara, 5; Vl.1n , X; .J.mc JC) , f.j,,~, Jf1; nn• 
Hradl•·,·, 17. 

DENNIS 
LE..,.TOW 

SU~AN 
BALDWIN 

WI,NER ------:::-~­
-C'nut ll~f'<f Jrnrn p<lfJC J-F 

lat . anrl gullr rontrol Lorts­
garol h<t< alsn huoll one pope 
nutlrt rrnstnn tnntrnl dam to 
stahtlize a major \\atrrway. 

He makt•. hll "u t• n[ lh~ 
\\'lndland art•a .ts \\r'll nnd 
rnana,.:t• · It ln ('llt'nura~r h1;:::h 
tunht•r pnuhu·tJnn Ilt• har 
\'l'sts markl'lahh· ttmh<·r ut 
Stll'h a wa:o.· tn IIH'ff'a l' lhr 
fi'J,:'fll\\ lh nf dt•S)I'l•d lll'C SJll'• 

'H'S , 

~c·s points out that T.nfl<· 
~arrl 'has t·nnlph·lrcl all nf lhP 
praC'lH't'S J"('("IIPJI11f'Tiflt•d fur 
hts farm hy the cnnst•natlnn 
orgamzatton. 

Rrsod<·' raos1ng 113 arrt•< of 
crops, the' fam ly. prnrltH·t·s 
;nn hngs yrarly anc1 mam­
aons a 45-hra<l hl'rf •·nw 

hrrd 1 he J.nfls:.;ards ha\c 
file "hildrrn lu hrlp out wllh 
fcum lahnr. 

'I ht•)" arr .Jane, 19; Rracll<·y, 
17; l.osa, 16, ~lary, 8, ;orul 
Sara, 5. 

lh'nmo.; J.rttow, tt'aehc•r wtn­
'l<'r m !!raclrs Q.J:!. l'li a strnn~ 
lwlir\ t·r in lrarmnl! hy dumc. 

lit> has tauJ,!'hl \nt'atiunal 
a~1 J<•ulture fnr tn yr·ar.,; arul 
nvrr thr pa..,l h\n yc•ars hws 
ha<l a Inial nf ~l stucknl 111 
run r•nat 1111 nf ll<Jtur.tl rl"­
-.;n\lr('P l'hJs ~ t'ar ;tlnnf' he 
h"' li8 slud<•nls 111 lht rlass. 

4.5-acre Classroom 
lh<• stucl•·nls dnn l lr.orn 

ju l by "t11111: 111 lht• d.tss­
rnnm, n·arlln~ honk\ and lls­
lf'ntni! tn lt•rtnn•:-i. Ont• nf 
thrtr pnmary rf',JHHl~llultiJC's 
h mamtauung lht• ln\\a I· ails 
~dwul's ·1 5-aC'rr t·nnsl'n.tllun 
nutrlunr da,sronm ancl the ~~~~ 
;t{"fl' '-rhnnl griiUIId 

'ftu•y'\l• I•I.IIIINI 2511 ll"f'C''i in 
tlw tnn"'"l'n a tum Clff'il alnrw 

But JIITiioiJIS lht• IJI~~··sl 
<'nnser\'atllln prnjl'l'l thl'Y 
haH· unch:rlakl·n \\Ot" the .rr­
\tymg, lrn·llnJ:, and st·tdlllJ.: 
11f the ~dmnl ~rounds tn )Jrt .. 

n·nt arul L'nnlrnl t•rostnn 
As (1<11'1 of lhal pn>)t'l'l lht•\" 

hdp<'d a cnnlra•·tnr lJUIId 5110 
ft•rt nf t('rr~tl'l'~ 

Sears· Hoebuck lwlprd them 
out fmanroally wolh another 
grant prn]t•et. 

In Aprrl nf 1973 th~ clas~ 
planlt•d a .11HI-fnol \\llldbrr.ok 
to help prnt<•ct the sdwnl 
s,:ronnds (rum '' mtt·r wr.1thrr 
and thus cnn(;rr\'r furl. ~rars 
hrlprd fnnt the tn•l for lhP 
plantin.L! nf 2:!0 trrr~ and 
'hruhs lo form the wmd­
break. 

!'o :1<10prrt gnr'\ unrn\'rr~l 

in Lrtlnw's das~l''\ nn c·nn• 
~wn.ttinn. lf,• f•mph.t Ill'S 

that t'\r'l')'lhm~: ahnut llw 
I.1nrl is preunu and mu. l Ill' 
Jll"l'~l'f\'l'd - ml, \\,dl'r, ;ur, 
plants, !nr,.,l, - and all tlw 
uohaholants. • 

Rrc<·ntl)' LPltow '"n·r<l as 
chairman of .a rurril'nlmn 
cmnmttlec for thP lm\a llt·· 
parlm<·nl nl Puhhc lnslnoc­
IH>n Clll'fl \\hlrh nuthnrd 
('OIIrrrs nn t ·nnc;rrr<illftn u{ 

natut al rr 011n·cs 1 he 4ft­
page hnnklf'l h.tll:j herlt l•n• to 
~6<1 chonls tnd l2 lole Pl'l~. 

SuSln Bal~win, !rather 
winnrr on the K-~ f.; adrs dJn· 
ston, IH'IIf•\"£>5 that l10ll· 

~(') \~ttnn has a r· u.:e lll the 
tC.tthlng nf Ul} '-fllJl C. • 

''1-~n\ arnnmrntal n11W'ltiutt 
shoulrt nut hr. a sfparaiP c1 
1111• Jn the 'u rorula hal lr 
•lor .1\ . She l<'"' h<·< <II IU 
J• l arra 111 the I lure• gr •d•·. 
rmcl h<t<CO ht.·t·n a tl'a<. lu: r r )[' 
l\\fl\(';!1· . 

~lr s Bald\\ in giH· lll'r ·lr' 
dotss ao.; an I'X.!Illplc of \\hat 
~""'' lalkonr: ahmll. 

'l'hl' c·holrlrrn ",odnplrrl a 
•n f'' lh1s fl.! 'it ~r;u and rlrr\\" 
Jllt:lUn') of ho\\ Jl dti.lllgr·rt 

lhrnur:hout the season,, ln 
ll1<• rm·turrs t~<'Y indurl"d lh<• 
''t'rlllllllllnity nr lt\'101: thlll:::s" 
nn and .around thr trre -
hords, onst•cts, and other 
"olrlhfe - an<! lhr rnnrnn­
mrnl s rrrect on the loring 
thmg,_ · 

In annlhrr art proj{'('t, th~ 
rl.1ss rN.'I"i\"rrl prrm1sswn tu: 
palltt murals on a lHJard 
fr·nre ttrnuncl new cnnMrll('­
tonn at tht• Firs! :olalinna l 
Bank. 'l'hr murals sho\\r<l llu· 
t·nrnmlrnlty lh<' unpnrlancf' n( 
lht• land and a"o how ompor· 
l.llll ll IS tn }Jfl'Sf'r\ e it. 

0\l'r 7n stulirnts frmn n'l 
grad{'s look part on !Ius prnJ­
(•t·t. 

Build 'Miniworld' 
In the srhnol, the stuclrn ls 

marlr use of an unu~t·rl 
trophy t'ase to h111ld rlispla\'s 
tn shnw nthrr studPnls thr 
unpnrtauce of ronsrr\'alion 
and the rm ironm<·nt. 

rrrhaps one or lhrir most 
important dosplays on the 
<'a<e was thr construction of a 
''mmmnrld." 

'I he thord grader< put 
plants, h\ e onserts, spodrrs, 
and olhrr \\ oldhfe in lht· mon­
ownrld tn srr how lht·y cnuld 
all snn'J\ r tngrthrr 

\lrss R .• hh\ln saul fhr <In· 
tit nl~ lwc •• me qmtl' ups£>l nnr 
t1a\' \\ hr·n tlu·v '\<JW a 'llldrt 
I ;)lltl\! fill(' nf fhP hllltl'l"fiH'S. 
H11l tht•) tnnk Jt tn stndr. 

I ht'y "t·r f' t'\ r·n rnor fl sur­
"""'<! at lhr c·nrl nf lhr •·x 
pt·rmwnl tn rtnrl nnl\' l\\n )J\·~ 

ong !hongs kfl on lhr• d"pla\· 
c:a P - a gra-s,hnppl·r and a 
lnad, 

In annlhrr po njr• t the dul· 

rlren t'nlll't·lt~l ~4 .11110 pnn oHis 
or paper fnr rt~·~,·long 

All nf thMie prnJPl'l" \\nrk 
tnl(t>lhrr In leach the third 
gratlt•rs thr trnpnrtant·<· nf 
c:nn~t·rYatwn, Mtss Bald\\ Ill 
!:<>CIY'\. 

Sht• lra\·rs nothinJ: out of 
tht• 11 scussJnns She talks 
01hnut fnnd rhams, fnnd l'Y­
t'll'\, farm SHrplusrs, rrnp t u· 
ta11on, l·ontnur rarnunc, rru· 
~1011 prrvrntJnn, lanti uc;f', 
hiograrlahle matrrials, floo<l 
plams anrl \\alrr hrd,, 

:>he talks ahoul sml, plan t•, 
pruplr, water and <Ur - an<! 

the pn siholol\• nf rhan~:rur:: 
)Jfrst\ )r'\ In ;t(lnw fnr Jm­
Jlfn\ rrnt.·nh In the en\ uon­
nwnt. 

l,n't all this a (ollie hc.t\Y
1 

fnr lhord-grarlrrs 1 :\nt a! all, 
~loss Bald\\ on sn~s. 

"In nmt• shnrt ~·rare;, my 
'"'' and cu·Js \\oil hr nf \nl­
ltl~ agt• • .... hro :trirl , "and \\Ill 
}HH ,. a strnnE: \ niCP tn lhP 
,·nnsrt v;~llnn prattlcC's o( our 
liii11111Unlty." 

She's c!oonJ: h•o· P"rt nnw to 
see thai thrv \\JI' h• wrll·lfl· 
former! \\hen thai tlme 
l'Oin<''\, 



Many farmers ignore 
danger of soil loss 

bedding, "big hule' f<•ed, nnd other 
uses Wt• know mom· people are phort 
on hny, hut tnkHig uway that 
proterttnn for the soil opens the door 
for the same kand ol snal IQSIIP we had 
thi• year," ;\loon warn••d 

Th<· disostrnu' nil lo!U'PS tills In t 
>pring orr still fr<·sh an t h<· minds nf 
most Iowan. , but mnm· ur<• plunging 
into anothrr crop y<•ar doang th<· snmr 
ahings that mode In I ~pring ~ snil 
lns!-es the worst in 2a y~nrs, urcordang 
tn \\'ilson :\lnnn, toto rnn•<·n·ohnnast 
lor the l SDA Snil 'C'nnorrvatwn 

• 'rrvlcf• 
"\\'<• ,p(' muny fnrmt·l"' foil plo\\1111( 

end removing corn talks r r alegr 

r-----------------------
the 

By 
Bob 

Sogard 
Ag 
bag 

r;usan Baldwin had a ro~ent 
thought •he expressrd at last week's 
land u e 'eminnr Iowa's out tanding 
elementary school con ervation 
teacher commented: 

"In nine . hort years, my lthird 
grade) boy> nnd girls will he ol voting 
eKe, and will have a strong voice in 
th(" con!oioervation prarllces ot our 
commumty." 

Despite the best elforts ol ml 
cons("rvationistc; and progre..;rnve 
farmers, in the past generation le« 
then 30 prr cent nf the tillable land 
ha. been adequately treated to pre· 
vent runotf of chemicals, ferttlizer and 

topsoil 
Federal and tate proponent of 

land u. e legislatiOn are gomg to 
prevail, with the support of a 
. uh tantial portion of the elN tnrnte. 
Landowners are beginnin~t to rerognile 
that }oral initiative i!'. nece?.~ary to 
maintain maximum control O\'er their 

holtlings 
\ 'orations! agriculture teacher- and 

other educators such as \.Irs. Baldwin 
are a powerful influence on the people 
who are going to intensify the push tor 
protection ol the land 

Dennis .J. Lettnw, vo-ag teacher at 
lnwa Foils, is such a person. He's the 
high •rhonl teacher nf the veor His 
rlass planted 2f>O trees on th~ 4.5-ncre 
outdoo r classroom they ha,·• 
develc!ped. They also leveled, seeded 
and helped maintain the 20 ·acre 
rhonl grounds 

As .Irs. Baldwin told snit 

commu;< cnenat their onnu I meet ng 
at Ft . Dodge In t eptemher 

"I fort•re the part of the oal 
ron t>rvation d tr1ct comm1 wncr 
and an partarular tl-~ edurnttnn 
romm,ttre 8 hem~ \ito~ m prov1d10g 
quulit\ education that lh<• tenrhen; of 
ln\\8 want and the hoy and g·rl r:f 
lo\\n need to help cnnserv•• and 
pre-en·e our world 

"At the rer£"nt ~h:lwe t C1 \Crn~ r 
conference. \\arid lnmt>e \\0 

predtcled a• well as a cr•nttnutng 
energ,· cri-ts TrochHs are the 
corner-tone tn help in the ol,ving of 
the e problem•. Hut the\' cannot he)p 
solve the prnhlem• by changang the 
attatudr' of the hov and girl• they 
teach unle•• thev thernsdve hnv~ 
background. u:->der,tanding nnrl 
attitudinal changes 1 hi run ht· 
achieved in quality teacher educatann 
coec;.~ion~.· ~ 

~mml§?:UPDC~ an o ers t rou~hout 
the 'tate who are pu•hing 
envtronmental education l 'ltamatelv 
it rnuld he a more elterllve appron~h 
than simply Irving to rondnce 
individual farm<·rs to m~tall ('fo~inn 

control practice .. . 

Award5 night Nov. 23 
KEOSAl ()l A Thr nnnunl \on 

Buren rounty ·I · H award• m~hl wall Ill' 
held Saturday, "lnv 2~ in 1 he Roher! 
Memnnal building 

"Corn talks, h<'nn talh and olh r 
re•tdne aren't wa ted when they're lt!t 
on the ground , o anmt• advertisement 
would have you believe," \loon sn 
"The talks arc orgnmc molter and 
orgnnl! • mnltrr 1 the hft• of the sml 
Ycu won't gt'l produruvity without 
orgnntc matl••r in the otl " 

.Jnhn \lndclv, grnnomtst lor sr . Ill 
lo\\o, joim•d in \ln<:•n'• hnrw t tame 
warntn~ to farmer ' Or~antc mat er 
nnd top sotl are more amportllnt "' 
drou~ht p£'nod 11nd "hrn fertilizer 1 

not rc rhh n oalahle " \laddy md 
"lt tak rn •re than futtlazrr n w 

vartrt aes ond lorgP ~LRrhmery t gr 
a bumper rrop" he added "lla~h 
h•\'el of orgomc matter an• e ntaal 
fc.r hagh ·ae1cl In thear pwh tot. a oil 
the cr">p produced, mttM\' people, 
tnrludm~ orne ngraculturnl lenders 
haw forgotten the baste fundament I 
ol sntl huilding and pr"lducta\tty 
I.ea,·ing aclC<lunte rrop r adue < 1'1 lite 
~round not only tnrn 11 es orgnrf 
matlrr," :\ladri\' oy , "hut at c 1'1 a 
reduce oal I es hv "alu e ton 'P 
to • p~: cent. and entireh· stnp wttrl 

I On 

While we done d more produrta 
we mu t also pr tert onr Iowa tops 
orne >f the '"'rid' be 1," ~h><'n odd 
"It' not und Judgment to .toe all 
cr p re adu for n hort term l!ftlll 

and get a hag I in th long run ' 



LAND USE SEMINAR participant Or R J Cowles. center. 
e~amtnes a repo rt of the "neutral observer" group in a simu 
lated heartng on a community problem at Burlington h1gh 
•chool last week Susan Baldwtn, left rear. is the leader of the 

Soil award 
• program IS 

Thursday 
Gbode Wonderland, a new Resource 

Conservation and Development 
organization, will be explained by Jim 
Hawkin• at the annual awards 
banquet of the Des Moines County 
oil district Thur.~day night. 
Hawkins, chairman of the RC&D 

council, is an Argyle farmer and a lso is 
chai rman of the Lee county soil 
dist rict The banquet will be held at 
6:00 p m at t Mary church, 
Dodgeville. 

pecial guest for the event will be 
Fred Higgenbottom . assistant di rector 
of the Iowa Department of Soil 
Conserva t ion 

Friends of natural resou rces 
conservation to be honored include 

usan Baldwin, Iowa Conservation 
Teacher of the Year, Mark Volkman, 
d istrict conservation hig h school 
teacher winne r , a nd Don elson , 
Danville farmer who was regional 
winner in the new cooperator diviston 
of the state competition cosponsored 
by the soil conservation di tricts of the 
state and the Des Moine• Register. 

:VIrs Baldwin teaches third grade at 
Perkins school. She was cited in the 
elementary chool division . Volkman, 
a Burlington high school teacher, tS 
chairma n of t he Environ mental 
Conservation Education council here . 

• elson has installed many soil 
conservat ion practices on his land and 
a lso on land he leases inside the Iowa 
Army Ammunition Plant reservation. 
His recognition Thur ·day will be fo r 
work he ha done in the pa. t yea r on a 
qu a r er-sec t ion of land north of 
Danvi lie tha t he pure tased . . 

"environmentalists" and prepares to answer Cowles' question 
There were about 60 partiCipa nts tn the semtnar who showed 
then concern over proper land use in the city as well as on 
the fa rm 

Geode 
Wonderland 
.RCD Proiects 

The newly organized Geode 
Wonderland Resource Conser­
vation and Development Project 
(RC&D) tor the four counties of 
Southeast Iowa met at Wapello, 
Wednesday evening and adopted 
an application form to be used 
by persons or groups seeking 
help for project measures. 

Chairman Jim Hawkins, Argyle, 
announced that the oU!clal ap­
plication for federal assistance 
had been forwarded to the Wash­
Ington office of the SoU Conser­
vation Service by State Conser­
vationist WUson T. Moon of Des 
Moines . A delegation from the 
southeast Iowa project had hand 
delivered the application to Moon 
on October 14, after receiving the 
endorsement of Governor Robert 
D. Ray. 
Hawkins pointed out the Import­

ance of receiving Project Mea­
sure Proposals on the new!;aa'­
opted form, while awaltlng fed­
eral approval on the project. 

,. A project measure may be any 
natural resource related mea­
sure that wUI further the develop­
ment of the resources of 
the area," Hawkins related. "We 
have already received several 
Inquiries from tndlvtduals and of­
ficials regarding development of 
better public water supplies and 
recreational Improvements." 
,. The project committee for 

tourism and recreation has been 
active the past two months to 
ldenttfy and coordinate area act­
Ivities atmed at Bicentennial 
celebration," Hawkins went on. 
"Miss HelenVIrdunofMt. Pleas­
ant Is our chairman for this group 
and we will be referring Ideas 
tor development of bike trails 
and camp facUlties to her com­
m 1 ttee for review." 

Area conservationist Eldon 
Weber of Fairfield urged that 
county RC&D councils get busy 
locating possible project mea­
sures In order to be ready to 
develop the master project plan 
when federal approval comes. 
Weber also stressed the need 
tor project measure proposals to 
e mphaslze community develop­
men! and enrlcbment. 

Project Measure ;>roposal 
forms are avai lable now In the 
soli conservation district oUlces 
In Des Moines, Henry, Lee and 
Louisa Counties. Citizens or 
sponsoring groups who feel !hey 
have legitimate proposals for 
resource development within the 
area are urged to contact their 
local soU districts for further 
Information. 

H aw'<lns concluded by pointing 
out that Information programs 
and brochures are available' 
through these same otrlces tor 
groups who are anxious to learn 
more about Geode Wonderland 
RC&D . 

Assistance In completing pro­
posal applications can be obtain­
ed from district conservationists 
Steve Probst at Donnellson, Leo 
Turley at Mt. Pleasant, Harry 
Bryan! at Wapello and Ralph Dew­
ey at Burlington. 
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Geode Wonderland REC&D 
Clears Approval Hurdles 

/ 

Region XVI Regional Planning 
Commission. Elected cha1rman 
was Jim Hawkins of Argyle, 
commissioner in the Lee County 
Soil Conservation District and 
Regional Planning Commission 
member, Ralph Dewey, Des 
Momes County Soil Conservation 
District Conservationist is 
coordinating the effort. 

Following the October 4 ap­
proval of the Geode Wonderland 
RC&D by the State Soil Con· 
servation Committee, a 
delegation hand delivered the 
application to Governor Ray f?r 
his signature. Signed copy tn 
hand , the delegation then met 
with Wilson T Moon, State 
Conservationist for the U. S. Soil 
Conservation Service, who will 
forward it along with his com­
ments to Washington, D. C 

An application for the creation 
of a Resource Conservation and 
Development (RC&Dl project 
encompassing four southeastern 
Iowa counties has received ap­
proval by Governor Robert Ray . 
The Geode Wonderland RC&D, 
as the project will be known, 
includes Des Moines, Henry, Lee 
and Louisa Counties. The com­
bined populations total 118,000 

people and involves an area of 
1,135,360 acres. 

The Geode Wonderland RC&D 
was organized officially on 
August 7, 1974, when a con­
stitution and bylaws were 
adopted and officers were 
elected. Member organizations 
include the four soil conservation 
districts, boards of supervisors 
for the four counties, and the 

The Geode Wonderland RC&D 
project will be the fourth such 
project in Iowa. Now in operation 
are the following : the Sounthern 
Iowa RC&D, which includes the 
seven counties of Adams, Union, 
Adair, Clarke, Taylor, Ringgold, 
and Decatur, the Chariton Valley 
RC&D, four counties in size in­
cluding Lucas, Monroe , Ap­
panoose, and Wayne; and the 
Upper Explorerland RC&D with 
Allamakee, Winneshiek, 
Howard, Fayette, and Clayton 
Counties. 

Meeting of Soil 
Conservation Board 

The 4 county Soil District 
commissioners met on December 
5 a.t the Holiday 1 nn in 
Burhngton, representing Louisa 
Des .Moines! Lee and Henry 
counties. Th1rty people were in 
attendanc": including the 
repr~entattves of the regional 
planntng commission. 
~hree Des Moines county 

legislators were also present at 
the meeting, Bill Monroe, Clay 
Spear and Senator Milller. A land 
use policy was adopted by the 
group and presented to the 
legislators The bill is prepared 
and will be presented to the Iowa 
senate again, already having 
been passed by the house. If the 
measu~e .is passed a Land Use 
Commt<-•lon will be set up to 
draw up policies for the county 
consisting of peopl~ 
knowledgable of the county's 
problems. 

State appropriations in 
southeast Iowa for soil and water 
conservation were also 
d1scussed. Total appropriations 
tn Des Moines county amounted 
to $14,650.00 . 

. 'tandard so1l urveys were 
d1scussed . meaning a complete 
tnventory of soils and land use 
capabihty for every acre of the 
county H is beheved that such 
tnformat1on IS v1tal to urban and 
rural planners to assure proper 
pla~nmg and protection for 
contmued use of the land Lee 
county has recenUy completed its 
urvey, Des Moines county is 

scheduled to start in 1975, Henrv 
~~nty tn 1977 and Lousa about 

The board also brought up ttte 
fact that we are in desperate 
need of a strong and sound 
program of environmeotal and 
conservation education in Iowa to 
create a more intelligent and 
informed citizenry that must 
tackle the conservation problems 
of the future. A bill has been 
.developed in consultation with a 
su!H:ommittee appointed by the 
P .overnor to help decide the 

1d1rec~10n of environmental 
.!JUrsUils. 
; A sl.ide series was presented to 
explatn how the RC&D functioo1s 

~sa coordinator of an open endE'd 
plan of development that will 
eventually make "Geode Won­
derland" a better place to work 
hve and play. ' 



RC&D 
To Meet Tonight 

The Geode Wonderland RC & D 
wHI meet tonight at 7·30 at the 
Federal Building, Room 230. It is 
expected that two requesiS will 
be presented to the committee, 
one to locate and seal abandoned 
wells as a safety measure, and 
one request that hiking and 
bicycle trails be located 
throughout the four county area. 

1\!r Ralph Dewey, Soil Con­
servation Director for Des 
Moines County suggesiS that if 
you have a request or suggestion 
lor the County RC&D Council, 
that you stop in at his office in the 
Federal Buildmg and pick up the 
proper forms to complete 

No projeciS can be officially 
begun until approval of the Geode 
Wonderland is received from the 
officials in Washington, which 
mdy be some time However, 
they woul<l like to get as many 
projeciS orga:u ~ ~ ~nd ready for 
development a. soon a, po! .ible, 
in the meantime 

Bargain price 
on soil survey 

Des Momes county's conference 
board and soil conservation district 
nailed down a bargain price on a 
county-wide standard soil survey four 
years ago. 

Thi s was the cumment of Ralph 
Dewey . distnct conservatiOnist, when 
the conference board approved 
participation in the soil mapping 
program Wednesday night. 

The conference board agreed in 1971 
to put Des Moines county on the list of 
Iowa counties jointly fundin g che 
program with the state and federal 
governments. The cost to the county 
then was set at $31,500 over a three­
year span. The same price applies 
under the agreement approved by the 
conference board Wednesday 

Dewey explained that the Iowa 
Army Ammunition Plant also agreed 
to participate in the survey, which 
helped to hold down costs . The 
t975-76 budget for the assessor's office 
provides for payment of $10,500 to the 
Iowa tate university experiment 
station, which handles the local and 
federal funds and provides technical 
help. 

"Henry county is going to have to 
pay about $100,000," Dewey said , and 
Louisa county even more. They were 
later than Des Moines county in 
agreeing to a survey 

urvey costs now are running 

dfl;_,_ tftv.,.M ~ 
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12,000 to $14 ,000 per township. The 
CS picks up the difference. 
.!1m Seaholm of Fairfield, soil 

scientist with the SCS, said the survey 
will provide a sound basis for 
eqmtable a ·se sment of land. He said 
that 125 to 150 different soil types or 
" mapping units" will be designated in 
the final report. 

The job will entail nine man-years 
of worl-, with two men likely to work 
each of the next three years and three 
men winding it up in 1978. 

"Mel Brown of Vinton, who is just 
completing the Benton wunty urvey, 
will be down here next month and 
Bennie (']ark, now at Algona, also will 
be here this spring," eaholm added 
There have been 21 county reports 
published and 26 other counties 
mapped ; 17 are m progress, 21 
(including Des Moines county) 
scheduled and 14 left to be committed. 

Assessor Paul Rynell said the state 
revenue department is pressing to 
have all the counties mapped. He 
recommended that the work be 
confirmed. He expects the results will 
be as vaulable to engineers, farmers, 
planners, communities and realtors as 
to his own office. 

The budgeted money goes into a 
>pec1nl fund that can't be touched for 
as essment office operations . Rynell 
added 

After th• board unanimously 
approv•d the >urvey, attorney Thomas 
J Dailey commented: 

" I'd like to say, on behalf of many 
hundreds of farmers , we commend you 
for moving forward. This scientific 
study will be beneficial to all 
citizens of Des Moines county. It is one 
of the most progressive things you can 
do." 

u 7/... .... ~f. rr­
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ErOsion Potential 
High In Iowa 
This Year 

The stage is set for another 
year of- sever.a soil erosion in 
Iowa, says Wilson Moon, State 
Conservationist for the USDA 
Soil Conservation Service. 
January planting intentions of 
farmers indicate an aU-time 
record of corn acreage thiS 
spring, a nd a near-high for 
soybeans Together, the 
comgined 20.4 million acres of 
rowcrop will mean that more soil 
will be potentially erosive than 
ever before. 

Adding to this fact that many 
farmers removed crop residues 
last faU for feed ," Moon says, 
"you can see we've got the 
potential for another serious 
sib.Jation." 

Erosion last year was the worst 
it had been in 25 years. About 4'h 
milhon acres suffered severe 
erosion (more than 10 tons per 
acre> Soil losses of 40-50 tons per 
acre were not uncommon, and 
losses reached as high as 200 tons 
per acre on some fields. 

" In this effort for more 
production, we've got to keep in 
mind the critical need to take 

Plan survey 
of abandoned 
autos, wells 

A survey questionnaire of the 
number of abandoned automobile and 
wells in the county may be conducted 
by the county a. sesser's office, the 
Env~ronmental Pollution Control 
council said Tuesday. 

The questionnaire would ask countv 
landowner. about the location and 
number of any abandoned wells or 
automobiles and if thev would allow 
cleanup. -

The ·.veils are mainly old farm wells 
which ue a source of pollution to 
underground water supplies and a 
safety hazard. The automobile, would 
be crushed and the steel recycled . 

herm Smith, council president, 
announced the completion of " 
procedural draft for the Family 'T'ree 
P~gram. Under the program, f~milie 
may buy seedlings to be planted in the 
Crapo park arboretum under the 
direction of city parks. Threes could 
be planted a\ the child's birth with a 
family plaque or in memorial to a 
deceased relative, standin~t. as mith 
said, as '"something tangible " 

District consenationist Ralph 
Dewey said Hillsboro and alem have 
submitted an applicatiOn to the 
Resource Conser\'ation and 
Development committee to inve<tigate 
the possibility of a surface water 
supply. The supply would include a 
100-acre lake and a 500 acre 
watershed. The multipurpo.;e program 
would include erosion control , a 
•ggoon, recreations) attractions and a 
rural water supply sy tern. The two 
towns are also studying the po sibilitv 
of a $200,000 weiJ.;ystem . . 

care oi the soil, " Moon warns. It 
takes nature about 200 years to 

I 

replace an inch of topsoil. In an 
average year, erosion on much of 
low's land is 13 tons per acre · 

t 'a about an inch of topsoil 
Y 12 years. 
'1at means we can't have 
ned production in the years 
me without conservation 
ces on cropland," Moon 
out. He says terraces and 

rvation (minimum) tillage 
o conservation practices to 

!er. Farmers that haven't 
ly removed crop residues 

could begin this year by leaving 
last year's com or bean stalks on 
top of the ground rather than 
plowing them under, Moon says. 

Terraces could work with 
reduced tillage operations to cut 
soil losses to well below soil loss 
limits allowed in Iowa. 

LimiiS, generally from 3-5 tons 
per acre average annual soil loss, 
have been set by individual soil 
conservation districts The 
dlst riciS can offer help to far­
mers in controlling erosion on 
their enltre farm, Moon says. 



USDA office merger plan 
By BOB SOGARD 
Hawk Eye Farm Editor 

County offices serving land owners 
who participate in fede ral farm 
programs are in a turmoil these days, 
with work forces being slashed and 
mergers in the wind 

Co-location of offices in a single 
building, the "one-stop service center" 
concept announced in 1973, is a 
laudable goal, most county-level 
employes agree The argument 
concerns vague or little-known plans 
to consolidate many county offices 
into reg1onal centers. 

The U Department of 
Agriculture, under administration 
policies being carried out by ecretary 
Earl L . Butz, is "getting the 
government out of agriculture" by 
eliminating subsidies designed to curb 
owr-planting, by freezing federal cost­
sharing funds for conservation 
pract1ces on farms, and by selling off 
government grain storage facilities. 

Latest such effort is President 
Ford's "all-peril " farm insurance, 
entirely financed by participating 
farmers and ranchers . The effect this 
plan would have on the Federal Crop 
Insurance Corp and its service is 
unclear 

J. Phil Campbell, under-secretary of 
agricultu re , said on a number of 
occasions that co-locaotion of offices 
won't result in layoffs or doing away 

with lines of authority or autonomy of 
offices. 

This doesn't mean that there won't 
be staff cutbacks in individu~l offices. 
The 100 Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation service offices in Iowa 
were hit with 103 job losses two years 
ago and currently are losing some 70 
more. Most counties are down to one 
office manager and two clerks. Only a 
few have bm site supervisors or other 
"outside'' help. 

Frances Wahl, who has worked in 
the A C office here for 12 years, 
left the last of January. Richard 
Osborn, Des loines county bin site 
inspector the past 20 years, faces a 
layoff next April, bringing the staff 
down to office manager V Deane 
Thornton and two clerks. 

Mrs. Virginia Seyb, in the Lee 
countv A C office at Donnellson 
more ihan 25 years, has retired . o has 
Meredith Bishop, in the ,Jefferson 
county office at Fairfield for 22 ·' 
years. 

Marlyn Madole, Henry count}!. 
A C office executive director, said 
that Dorothy Payne will retire in 
March after 25 yeaf" in federal service, 
including one vear with the rationing 
board 

Eugene (Mac) Pogue, manager of 
the Henderson county office at 
Stronghurst, said he and others are 
perturbed that work load studies of 

still alive 
recommended by the Iowa tate 
Administrative committee. The 
nearest one to Burlington is the 
. Jefferson county building at Fairfield. 
Another is the Davis county oflice at 
Bloomfield. 

Others will be designated by .July 1. 
Awtry said the national objective is to 
have 350 to 400 service cente r~ 
designated immediately and a total of 
1,000 by July 

Awtry said a reception area anu 
single phone number is the plan for 
each area office and the agencies will 
share equipment. Local committees 
are to handle administrative detail 
and come up with a fiscal plan to b£ 
approved by the state committef 
composed of administrators of each 
agency 

"These 20 offices will be set up and 
get a shakedown to provide experience 
for others," Awtry said 

There may be some nev: 
construction, he added 

Ron Goettsch, executive director of 
the A C. office at Fairfield, •aid he 

hasn't rereived guidelines yet which 
are to follow the state committee's 
advisory of Jan. 20 . 

The offices in the three-year-old 
building at Fairfield are ASC , CS, 
l;'mHA, conservation commission and 
biologist. There is space for cth•r 
offices. The Jefferson county extension 
service is located in downtown 
Fairfield. 

The Bloomfield facility houses 
offices of A C , C . FmHA and 
extension service. 

Other service centers already 
des1gnated, listed by city and county· 
Centerville, Appanoose; Greenfield 
Adair; Atlantic, Cass, Cherokee: 
Cherok~e; Estherville, Emmet; 
Jefferson, Greene; Algona, Kossut'. 
Chadton, Lucas; Creston, Union; 
Indianola, Warren; Dennison, 
C~awford; Elkader. Clayton; Charle~ 
C1ty, Floyd , Iowa City, Johnson 
Marion , Linn, Marshalltown: 
Marshall, Decorah, Winneshiek, and 

pencer Clay 
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9.l [,..~.,~.t. 'r.

1

t IJ, /'f 15"' 

the county offices don't take note of 
duties in making disaster payments. 
"Investigations, paperwork and 
payments took up to half of our time," 
he stated. 

Dale Awtry, Iowa A C e>.ecuti;e 
director. ,aid the state office is 
working toward one-stop stations on 
the county level, but that he hasn't 
received any further word on the 
announced goal of county offic' 
consolidation. 

Iowa's smaller counties have a> 
much of a workload as the busiest 
offices in some other tates, so we feel 
co-location of services is justified but 
merger may not be," Awtry added. 

The one-stop centers presumably 
would have one reception area and 
telephone number. Ofhces that might 
be in the centers could be A CS, soil 
conservation ( CS) , Farmers Home 
Administration (FmHA), Federal 
Crop Insurance Corp., extension 
service, Federal Land Bank, 
C'onser~ation commission, state 
forester, state biologist, etc. 

Des Moines county already has 
offices for ASCS, 'C . FmHA, and 
extension service in the federal 
buildmg, but they are scattered 
around the second floor Whether this 
arrangement would ~ satisfactory 
under present guidelines is doubtful 

County offices have been advised 
that 20 centers have been 



Record soil losses seen 
By RALPH DEWEY 
District Conservationist 

must bend every effort to PROTECT 
as they PRODUCE. 

The outlook of farmers planting 
record breaking acreages of corn and 
beans in 1975 brings warnings from 
soil conservationists of the high 
potential for ~ecord soil losses. 

Farme.-.. have been increasing the 
acreage of plowed land each year and 
eliminati'lg erosion control practices 
that protected land in the pa t 
Contour farming that controlled half 
of soil losses is about a thing of the 
past as huge modern equipment is 
designed for long •traight rows ." 

Alternatives listed 
"There are many up to date 

replacements for contour1ng and 
rotations, " Dewey said. "Modern 
conservation tillage methods with 
disk, chisel and other tillage machines 
prepare the land for cropping and at 
the same time leave a protective cover 
of crop residue to prevent erosion " 

The past two years of excess1ve 
rainfall has caused some of the 
greatest runoff in a quarter-century. 
• oils are loaded with water from 
winter rain &nd snow and are primed 
to erode rapidly in spring if not 
protected 

Trends toward livestock feeding in 
compact controlled areas has all but 
elimina~ed grassland on many farms. 
C'rop rotations leaving residues to 
cover the ground are almost non­
existent. 

"The reduced number of trips to get 
a crop started is a money conservation 
feature no! to be overlooked," Dewey 
added . Add to this the fsct that m•1ny 

farme.- took advantage of good 
')leather last fall to plow under 
protective crop residue, and we can 
count on millions of tons of soil erosion 
'"1975. 

ow the federal government 1s 
asking farmers to produce more crops 
than ever before. If farmers are to 
meet this challenge and maintain a 
soil to work with in the future, they 

Information and recommendations 
on how to produce more while 
protecting the land are available from 
the soil conservation district office in 
Burlington 

High Potential 
For Soil Loss 

The outlook of farmers plan­
ting record breaking acreages of 
corn and beans in 1975 brings 
warnings from sml con­
servationists of the high potential 
lor record soil losses. 

The past two years oi excessive 
rainfall has caused some of the 
greatest runoff in a quarter­
century. Soils are loaded with 
water from winter rain and snow 
and are primed to erode rapidly 
in spring if not protected 
'Add to this the fact that many 

farmers took advantage of good 
weather last fall to plow under 
protective crop residue, and we 
can count on millions of tons of 
·ml erosion in 1975," stated 
dhtr1ct conservationist Ralph E. 
Dewey of the US. Soil Con­
servation Service in Des Moines 
County 
"Farmers ha,ve been increasing 
the acreage of plowed land each 
year and elimmating erosion 
control practices that protected 
land 1n the past," Dewey 
cla1med "Contour farming that 
controlled half of soil losses is 
about a thing of the past as huge 
modern equipment is Gcsigned 

for long straight rows ." 
"Trends toward livestock 

feeding in compact controlled 
areas has all but elimmated 
grassland on many farms," the 
conservationist went on. "Crop 
rotations leaving residues to 
cover the ground are almost non­
existent" 

"Now the federal government 
is asking farmers to produce 
more crops than ever before," 
Dewey continued. " If farmers 
are to meet this challenge and 
maintam a soil to work with in 
the future, they must bend every 
effort to protect as they 
produce " 

"There are many up to date 
replacements for contouring and 
rotations," Dewey said. "Modern 
conservation tillage methods 
with disk, chisel and other tillage 
machines prepare the land for 
cropping and at the ~arne time 
leave a protective cover of crop 
residue to prevent erosion." 

"The reduced number of trips 
to get a crop started is a money 
conservation feature not to be 
overlooked," Dewey added. 

Information and recom ­
mendations on how to produce 
more while protecting the land 
are available from the soil 
conservation district office in 
Burlington. 

Erosion Potential 
High In Iowa 

Erooion last year was the 
worst it had been in 25 years. 
About 41h million acres suffered 
severe erosion (more than 10 
tons per acre) . Soil looses of 40-
50 tons per acre were not un­
common, and losses reached as 
high as 200 tons per acre on some 
fields . 

"In this effort for more 
production, we've I(Ot to keep in 
mind the critical need to take 
care of the soil," Moon warns. ll 
takes nature about 200 years to 
replace an inch of topsoil. In an 
average year, erosion on much 
of Iowa 's land is 13 tons per 
acre, that 's about an mch of 
topsoil every 12 years . 

RC & D To Meet 
Thursday 

A project named Pure Water 1 
will be discussed at the RC & D 
Thursday night at 7:30 p.m. in 
Room .230 of the Federal 
Building . The object of the 
project is to obtain water for the 
Hillsboro, Salem and Houghton 
area, which is in need of a new 
water supply. They are in­
vestigating the possibility of a 
surface water supply, such as a 
lake which can also be used as 
recreational facilities 

Other project measures will 
also be discussed 
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The stage is set for another 
year of severe soil erooion In 
Iowa, says Wilson Moon, State 
Conservationist for the USDA 
Soil Conservation Service. 
January plantinl( intentions of 
farmers indicate an all-time 
record of corn acreage this 
spring , and a near-high for 
soybeans. Together, the com­
bined 20.4 million acres of 
rowcrop will mean that more 
soil will be potentially erosive 
than ever before. 

"Adding to this the fact that 
many farmers removed crop 
residues last fall for feed," Moon 
says, "you can see we've got the 
potential for another serious 
situatiOn." 

Standard Soil 
Survey Will Begin 

Two soil scientists, Benny 
Clarks <~nd Melvin Brown, have 
moved into their office in the 
Federal Building to start work on 
the standard soil survey which 
will be taking place over the next 
four years m Des Moines County. 
Their purpose will be to map 
every acre of land in Des Moines 
County according to soil type. 
They will do this by takmg 
samples of earth from different 
spots all around the county. 

Their actual probing of the 
ground will not begin until the 
spring thaw takes place. 



Soil survey starts 
By BOB SOGARD 
Hawk Eye Farm Editor 

Digging up dirt is the job, not only 
of construction men , muckracking 
newspaper columnists and farmers, 
but also of two men getting settled for 
a four -year stay in Burlington. 

They are Melvin Brown and Bennie 
Clarks, soil mapping specialists with 
the Soil Conservation service, who will 
condu ct the Des Moines county 
standard soil survey. 

Brown, 39, survey party leader, and 
Clarks, 28, will work out of an office on 
the second floor of Burlington' federal 
building . When field conditions 
permit, they will begin probing tire 
soils of the county in a scientific study 
that will be valuable to farmers, 
construction people, realtors, 
government officials and, of course, 
soil conservationists. 

They are working with aerial maps 
of the county, indexing them for 
reference when the field work begins. 
They also will study previou soils 
information and talk with people who 
know the territory. 

Brown, who has been with the SCS 
since 1963, was survey party leader for 
the crew that completed soil mapping 
of Benton county last fall . He isn't 
through at Vinton, though, because for 

, the next year or more he will be 
working on the manuscript of the final 
report for Benton county. 

Clarks began his SCS work at Sioux 
City in 1969, served three years in the 
Marine Corps, and for the past two 
years has been working on the Ko suth 
county soil survey out of Algona. 
There's about three years' more work 
slated before that large county is 
complete!} mapped. 

The survey is a cooperative job that 
will cost Des Moines county $31,500, 
with the rmainder of the -estimated 
$175,000 project shared by the state, 
through the Iowa State Experiment 
station at Ames, and the federal 
gov e rnm ent , through the Soil 
Conservation service. 

Survey 263,000 acres 
There are 263,000 acres to be 

surveyed, including t he Iowa Army 
Ammunition plant, which will be cost­
shared by the army. Survey costs are 
running over $14,0CO per townshi p. 

Brown and Clarks will have help in 
soils interpretation and other work 
from Iowa State university soils 
specialist . 

The first year, they will describe as 
many types of soils as possible in the 
county . They will learn the 
engineering cha racteristics , soil 
permeability (valuable in septic tank 
construction) and suitability for crop 
production, among other information. 

Brown said land owners will benefi• 
from the survey and anyone buyin1 
property can get an idea of th 
productinn expected and managemen 
needed in running the farm. Peopl 
building houses can learn whether the 
site selected will mean a wet ba ement 
or po•e the danger of cracked 
foundation walls . 

ORIENTATION MEETING of soil mappers and local Soil 
Conservation service employes was held at the federal build­
ing here Tuesday. From left are Melvin Brown. survev party 
leader; Bennie Clarks, who will work with Brown; Ralph 

Dewey, district conservationist. and Larry Hunt. SCS trainee 
For the next lour years. Brown and Clarks are scheduled to 
conduct a detailed mapping and soils analysis program on the 
county's 263 000 acres 

" If we find linestone near the extension service will be in charge of 
surface, this al•o can be important 
information. Also , the district this phase. 
conservationist can determine 'l''ne final report takes a couple of 
drainage needs, tile system design and years to compile and publish after the 
whether problems might arise in soil mapping is done. . 
building a farm pond or lagoon " he The mappers' principal tool for soli 
added. ' ' study is a hand probe that takes a 

Loan companies and banks can - sample half an inch in diameter to a 
make more accurate appraisa ls of land : four-foot. depth . In some locations, a 
before extending credit. 1 he Iowa ~ower drill wtll ~o deeper. The probes 
H ighway cpmmi sion, county m some areas_ wtll be only a few fe~t 
engineer, health sanitarian and county 1part , dependtng on the number of sot! 
assessor also can use the information es. 
obtained in the survey. Brown, a native of Merrill near 

Regional planning council, the 
R esource Conse rvation and 
Developm e nt council and other 
planner gain valuable facts from the 
report , too, said Brown . Possible 
recreation sites, areas with a high 
water table and fl ood plains can be 
better described and possible landfill 
sites determined. 

Helpful to farmers 
Farmers will learn their corn 

suitability ratio , a standard that 
indicates how much grain can be 
grown on a specific field . Organic 
matter will be checked and this 

governs the most economical and safe 
use of herbicides as well 88 the need 
for expensive fertilizers. 

As each. area is_ mapper:!, normally 
by town htp, the tnformation will be 
~eported to the CS office here, where 
m_terested persons can visit during the 
wmter to get available information. 

There will be an interim report, soon 
after mapping is completed. Brown 
said approximately 100 copies will be 
placed in libraries and other location 
a~ound the county so that informatior, 
wtll be available while it's hot. The 

Sioux C'ity, graduated from Iowa State 
university in agronomy 

He served in the army as a medic, at 
Ft. .Jackson, S.C. and after his 
discharge went with the extension 
service for 21 ' years, working in Butler 
and Chickasaw counties. After joining 
SCS in 1963, he worked in Winterset, 
Charles City and then Vinton before 
coming here. He and his wife, 
Marilyn, have a daughter, Kara . They 
live at 706 Leffler, We t Burlington . 
Mel said he likes to "fool around" with 
photography. 

Louisiana native 
!'larks, a native of Delhi, La., is a 

~ !bG9 agriculture graduate of Southern 
university in Baton Rouge . He served 
in the Marines at Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., as commanding officer of a 
motor transp\)rt company. 

He was llischarged as a first 
lieutenant and now is 4 captain in the 
Iowa a tiona! Guard, having served as 
liaison officer of the 194th Artillery 
Battalion at Humboldt. 
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His wife, Linda, and son, Derrick 
Wayne, 3 1 '·are still in Algona while 
Clarks goes house hunting . He's a 
recent convert to the game of golf and 
is fond of reading. He's also looking for 
better weather . His first trip to 
Burlington was the Washington's 
birthday \veekend when the city 
suffered through rain, slush and a 
whole bunch of snow. · 



Satre Hodges 

l y LLOYD MAFFITT 
hould the American farmer try to 

feed the world? 
This and other questions involving 

morality, humanitarianism , 
economics, and politics occupied the 
attention of nearly three dozen 
farmers and agriculture experts for 
two hours at Peace Lutheran church of 
Prairie Grove Monday night. 

The discussion , led by farmer 
Leonard Lane, was fueled by a panel 
consisting of Lane; Pastor Roy Satre of 
the host church; James Hodges, Des 
Moines county extension director; and 
di trict conservationist Ralph Dewey. 

Opening the meeting, Lane asked 
for a •how of hands on the pros and 
cons of the proposed 10-per cent crop 
cutback; found sen timent about 
evenly divided Hodges raised the 
quest ion, "Is man capable of 
managing himself in a voluntary 
program, or must a cutback program 
be mandatory?" Lane commented 
that voluntary adherence to programs 
can't be counted on: "Look at the fuel 
situation ." Ronald Stigg& suggested 
that the high price of fertilizer will 
cause some cutback. 

Donald Beck said fertilizer is being 
sold on the black market and Dewey 
declared that some farmers have been 
"overdoing fertilizing." 

The conservationist said that 
cutting back should be done "in the 
way that wi11 best protect the land," 

Should we 
try to feed 
the world? 

and said it is better to cut back 20 per 
cent on m•rginal land, to obtain a 
10-per cent crop reduction, than 
cropping land that may not even 
return the anticipated cost ($240 an 
acre to produce) . 

Dewey called for reduced tillage and 
Arnold Wiemann said many farmers 
are already practicing it. Wiemann 
said he just returned from Honduras 
where , if the government feels a 

Related story. Page One 

farmer isn't doing a good job of 
farming, it takes his land and gives it 
to someone it feels will use it to better 
advantage. 

Talmage Mahaffy suggested that 
the cut be 10 per cent on 100 or fewer 
acres and 20 per cent above. 

Cletus Paull reported that by and 
large farmers who own their own farms 
and have little or no indebtedness on 
them are in favor of the cutback, while 
those who rent or are deeply in debt 
"want to go all -out for production." 

Donald Mathews and Eugene 
Schulte blamed the government for 
the farmers' plight - declining prices 
at a time of food shortages - and for 
the " feeling of frustration and 
indefiniteness among farmers.'' 

Mathews stated that one-fourth of 
Ameri~a's tot11l agricultural 
production is shipped abroad. 

Carl Miller wanted to know "why 
the Board of Trade sets the prices we 

Lane Dewey 

farmers get when every other producer 
sets his own prices. " His question 
triggered a discussion of the role of 
speculators in the market. 

Mathews said he thinks he favors "a 
totally open market." Lane charged 
that the government "is more or less 
regulating demand, fouling up the law 
of supply and demand." 

Hodges brought up the question of 
the responsibility of the Christian 
farmer toward the hungry of the world 
and this engendered discussion of 
whether it is humanitarian to feed 
countries that are doing little or 
nothing to control population growth: 
"You keep them alive for five years 
and then they starve anyway," 
someone put it. 

Dwight Stucker observed that many 
farmers want "to do the Christian 
thing and help" but are unsure of what 
to do. 

Hodges said it is better to send seed 
abroad than food, because the seed 
can stave off future famine. 

He said one way of combating world 
famine is to establish a world food 
bank, but "who would run it and how 
would it be managed?" 

Summing up, Satre said he felt no 
hard-and-fast decision were reached 
but that many thoughtful opinions 
had been aired. He then served coffee 
and cookies, and the thirty-odd men 
and one woman present fell to with a 
will . 

SOIL SURVEY UNDERWAY 
Farmers in Washington 

Township will be among the first 
in Des Moines County to have 
their land soil mapped under the 
recently started standard s~il 
survey , according to. Melvtn 
Brown, leader of the sml survey 

and condtt1on ot the land. The 
survey is being done by th~ U. ~ . 
Soil Conservation Serv1ce 1n 
cooperation with the Iowa Ex­
periment Station. 

During the next several weeks 
Brown and Clarks will be hiking 
the fields of Washington Town­
ship to pursue the study. "The 
reason for chosing this area for a 
start is the easy accessibility of 
many acres for early spring 
mapping," Brown went on. "As 
fields become planted and 
growing to crops, we will have to 
retreat to areas of pasture and 
woodland." 

party in Burlington. . . 
" This comprehensive tn­

ventory of soils of the. area will 
reqmre about four years of field 
work to complete," Brown 
stated. "Most of the time the 
survey party will consist of two 
soil scientists. Bennie Clarks w1ll 
be the other member ~f the 
team " 

Soil Scientists Mel Brown and Bennie Clarks review the tools of thei_r 
trade in preparation of the start of fieldwork for th~ standard sml 
survey of Des Moines County. Within a few weeks th1s survey party 
will begin mapping the land in Washington Township 

Basically, the soil surveyors 
will be visiting every farm and 
will physically cover every acre 
of land to determine the soil type 

The soil survey in Des Moines 
County is beillg financed by an 
agreement among federal, state 
and county governments. 
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Announcing First 
Acre Ceremony 

Des Moines County Soil Con· 
servation District mvates !he 
public to join them an o~ervang 
the mapping of the FIRST 
ACRE" of soil in thear . newly 
inaugurated standard soil sur· 

ve~~tween 1o a.m. and noon, 
Tuesday, April29, 1975, at P~~e 
Lutheran Church of Praarae 
Grove they will be holdang a 
s eci~l ceremony com· 
~emorating this event. A short 
program will explain the survey 
as we!l as to emphasaze Soal 
Stewardship Week. . 

The Standard Soil Survey wall 
map every acre of soil an Des 
Moines County during. the next 
four years. This will brmg to the 
land users for the firs t time t~ 
most up to dale inventory .o~ soil 
conditions possible. All callzens 
will benefit in many ways from 
the information this survey wall 
bring 

Dewey cited 
Ralph E Dewey, district 

consen•ationist for the oil 
Conservation ervice at Burlington, 
has received a Certificate of Merit 
award. 

The award was presented by 
Dewey's superv1 or, area 
con ervationi t Eldon Weber and was 
igned by Wilson T. Moon , state 

conservationi t. The certificate is 
presented to C employes who have 
shown exceptional job performance. 

Dewey has served as district 
con ervationist in the Burlington field 
office since .July of 1969. Through the 
Des Moines County Soil Conservation 
district, Dewey and his staff provide 
technical assistance to land owners 
and units of government. 

The C office is located in Room 
230 of the Federal Building here 

"First Acre" 
Des Moines County .soil 

Conservation District co~ally 
mvites you to join us an ob­
serving the mapping ~ the 
" FIRST ACRE " of soil an ou_r 
newly inaugurated s tandard soil 
survey. 

Between 10 a. m. and noon, 
Tuesday, April 29, at P~~e 
Lu theran Church of P~ame 
Grove, we will be holding a 
special ceremony com· 
memorating this event. A short 

program will explain the survey 
as well as to emphasize Soil 
Stewardship Week. 

The Standard Soil Survey will 
map every acre of soil in Des 
Moines County during the next 
four years. This will bring to the 
land users for the first time the 

most up to date inventory of soil 
conditions possible. We are sure 
that you and all other citizens 
will benefit in many ways from 
the infonnation this survey will 
brin2. 
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Nelson, Rev. Satre 
given certificates 

Danville farmer Donald ' elson and 
Pastor Roy atre of Peace Lutheran 
church at Prairie Grove were honored 
last week by the De Moines County 

oil Conservation di trict. 
In presenting certificates of 

appreciation to elson and atre, 
district conservationist Ralph E. 
Dewey of Burlington pointed out the 
contributions these men had made to 
the start of the standard oil survey in 
the county. The fir t acre or soil 
mapping was recently completed o.n 
the Nelson farm followang soal 
tewardship ceremonies at Peace 

church. 
District chairman William Vierling 

of Mediapolis emphasized the great 
value of public understanding of the 
soil survey program a it brings new 
knowledge to land u ers of the county 
He reported that soil specialists Mel 
Brown and Bennie Clark have 
completed surveying more than half of 
Washington township to elate . 
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Soil Surveyors 
In Washington 
Township 

Mapping has been .completed 
for seven or eight sectaons, out or 
36 in Washington townshap by the 
soil surveyors. They hope to I(Pt 
most or it ma pped before the 
crops are up, accordang to Mel 
Brown, soil survey pa rty chaef. 

After the crops are up the soal 
surveyors will have to turn to t~ 
pastures and woods for thear s~al 
sa mples to comple te !hear 
mapping procedures. All or Des 
Moanes county will eventua lly be 
mapped, but they are not certaan 
Nhach township wall be next. 

Awards, 
USDA honor 
to Simmons 

FAIRFIELD - tanle}· immons, a 
civil engineering technicaan with the 

oil Conservation service here, was in 
Wa ·hington , D.C last week to receive 
one of the highest awards of the U 
Department of Agriculture. 

He was one of 7 U DA employe 
among thousands aero s the nation to 
get the uperior en.·ice awerd and 
was cited for "exceptional leadership 
in promoting and helping establish 
high quality title outlet, parallel 
terrace sy tern. an southeast Iowa " 

Over the past four years, terrace 
construction has doubled an the 
17-county area that immons serves 
He 's worked with more than 130 
con ervation contractors to improve 
terrace systems and adapt them to 
varaous topographies, conducted 
terrace tours and taught adult 
education cia. ses He and his wife, 
Donna, have a daughter, ue, and 
three son , Mark, Phil and Billy. Mark 
is a part-tame employe in the 
Burlington SC ofhce. 



Annual RC & 0 
Meeting Tonight 

Dewey Receives 
Certificate Of Merit 

New Trainee 
At SCS Office 

Tonight, June 5, at 7:30 in room 
230 of the Federal Building, the 
Annual RC&D meeting will be 
held. 

Ralph E . Dewey, District 
Conservationist for tbe Soil 
Conservation Service at 
Burl!!'g~n, has received a 

Debra Brus is a new trainee ~t 
the Des Moines County S~tl 
Conservation Office 10 

Burlington, She succe~s Larry 
Hunt, who was in thatofhce for 11 

months. .
1 A tentative agenda includes 

revtew of by-laws for annual 
meeting, election of officers 
executive board, budget! or fiscal 
1976. annual plan of operations 
lor 1976, review of project 
measures, report of mformation 
anil education committee, status 
of Gl'Odc Wonderland 

Certified~ of .,;.,r[{ award. 
The award was presented to 

Dewey by his supervisor Area 
Conservationist Eldon Weber and 
was signed by Wilson T. Moon, 
the State Conservationist in 
Iowa. 

The Certificate of Merit is 
presented to SCS employees that 
have shown exceptional job 
performance. 

Hunt will now take the sot 
conservationist post at Louisa 
County , succeeding Harry 
Bryant. Buant . will become 
district commissiOner of Iowa 
County on July 21 

Miss Brus is a May graduate of 
Iowa State University, with a BS 
degree in agronomy. She is the 
first soil conservatJOmst m Iowa 
to try for a .. distrid con­
servationist pos1t10n wtth the 
SCS. Last summer she was a 
student trainee with a soil survey 
crew in Clinton. 
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Dewey has served as District 
Conservationist in the Burlington 
fie ld office since July of 1969. 
Through the Des Moines County 
Soil Conservation District , 
Dewey and his staff provide 
technical assistance to land 
owners and units of government. 

The SCS office is located in 
Room 230 of the Federal Building 
in Burlington. 

ood threat isn't from water 
By L 5 PE K 

DANVILLE - The federal 
gt' po•mnent will be guiltv of a "ripoff' 
that wtll eriuush damage Danville if 
a fl 1d hoznrd label is kept ;>n sections 

lu De . loine• county town 
1 hat rhnrge wus made Monday by 

Danville in•urance and real estate 
o ent Wuvne Wilson during an 
oft rnnon meeting at town hall here 

'leeting with Mayor James Banard 
onil other town officials were Ben 
devcnson R flood insurance specialist 
with the Kansas City office of t he 
Dept of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD); Bob Asmus, an 
oiile lrorn First District Rep . Ed 

ezvJnsky'o office: Bob Largent, 
representing Michael Baker, Jr., Inc ., 
a llurrisbuq(, Pa., engineering firm 
that collects flood data for HUD; and 
Ralph Dewey, Des Moines county Soil 
ConAervation Service director 

Hl'D has designated sections of 
I> nvtlle along a creek that runs 
through the town and drainage areas 
north nf the Burlington Northern 
railroail tracks as special flood hazard 
areas. About a half-dozen residences 
a:e in the flood areas. 

If the flood hazard designation is 
retained, property owners in the flood 
area will be unable to get federally 
insured loans of any kind - such as 
VA and FHA money - unless they 
buy flood insurance. That insurance 
wo~ 't be availahle unless the town 
council applies for it, and that's the 
rub . 

Banard emphasized that the council 
will act as the people want, but people 
here don't believe they are in danger of 
flooding . Burlington's riverfront floods 
out, which usually draws sightseers to 
watch th• parking meters sink, 
Banard said. 

"But Danville, Iowa? Nobody has 

ever brought their kids out here to see 
the water," Banard said. 

Wilson agreed that flood insurance 
is unneeded here. "There has never 
been one piece of property in town 
that has had water run in," he said, 
adding that he has seen 6-inch rains 
"back to back" that caused no 
flooding . 

HUD bases its flood hazard 
computations on a ?-inch rainfall in a 
24-hour period . Largent of the 
engineering firm said that with the 
sur rounding watershed that feeds 
water into Danville, the town could 
receive with a ?-inch rain 605 cubic 
feet per second of water while the 
town's largest culvert can handle only 
68 cubic feet per second. 

Barnard said the data was "full of 
holes, " because history has proven it 
false. 

But tevenson said floods are a 
reality. "It is not a question if you 
have a flood, it is when," he said. If 
the town refuses to apply for the 

insurance, Stevenson said, a flood 
victim could sue the town. 

There is no cost to the city to join, 
Stevenson said. "You don't know 
what will happen in the future, but by 
being in the program you will protect 
that area." 

Banard produced a letter dated in 
March, 1974, from Othie McMurray, 
director of the Iowa Natural Resources 
Council , that re commended that 
Danville be excluded from any flood 
hazard area. 

The letter was sent to HUD in 
Washington, Banard told Mezvinsky 
aide Asmus . He asked that the 
congressman fmd out what happened 
to the letter and why the state 
recommendation was overturned by 
HUD. 

Another concern, Banard said, is 
that if the flood hazard label sticks, 
property values in the hazard area and 
in neighboring areas will drop, 
lowering the town's tax base and 
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giving the town government less 
money to pay its bills. 

"Doesn't what the people say make 
any difference?" both Banard and 
town councilman Gene Thornburg 
asked . 

Stevenson said he was unaware of 
any town in the country asking that it 
be completely dropped from the flood 
insurance program. "You know one 
now. This one here," Banard replied . 

After the meeting, town officials 
took the guests on a walking tour, 
Banard said later. Size of the creek 
that runs through town "surprised" 
the officials, Banard said . 

SHADED AREAS shew sections of Danville that the fed­
eral government has desinated as flood hazard areas. US 34 

and the railroad tracks run diagonally at the north edge of 

/-;u_ #a. i..<-'-/.?. ~~ 
town at~he right on this map. "' 
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30-Day Extension 
Granted To Danville 

A 30day extension has been 
obtained for the Danville town 
council to determine U It wants 
to apply for federal flood In­
sur nee, following a meeting of 
town and HUD officials Monday 
afternoon in Danville. 

The extension moves the 
deadline for signing an ap­
plication to join the program 
from July 1 to August I, ac­
cording to Mayor Jim Banard. 
Meeting with the mayor and 
several Danville councilmen 
were Ben Stevenson, a flood 
insurance director from the 
Kansas City HUD (Dept. of 
H using ond 'Jrba n.>"'elop 
mentl office; Bob Lar gent, 
representing Michael Baker 
Associates, an engineering firm 
for HUD out of Harrisburg, Pa , 
Bob Asmus, an aide from Rep. 
Mezvlnlky's office ; and Des 
Moines county SoU Conservation 
Service dlr.ector Ralph Dewey. 

It was broutht out at the 
meeting that about a hall dozen 
structures were In the 
designated special flood hazard 
areas that HUD had recorded. 
and that the path oE the special 
are .. runs through the center of 

• ~n to the north edge west of US 
34. U the flood tag Is made ef­
fective , those property owners 
uffected will not be able to get 
federally insured 1011111 ( Fl:IA, 
VA, FDIC) without buying flood 
Insurance. 

Mayor Banard, aaytna hhat 
Danville n!lidents don't want 
the flood designation or thr 
insurance, argued that the' HUD 
map and Information waa not 
correct, since history proved 
that no floods have ever occured 
at Danville. "Nobody has ever 

Danville town offlclala and government repreaea&atlv• met 
Monday over flood bazard situation. Sbown taking break oatalde 
DanvUie town ball are: <L. to R.J Dick Rlwrda, Bob Aama, from 
Rep. Mezvlnally'a office, Mayor Jim Baaard, Bob Largent, gov't 
engineer, Jack Inghram, and Ed Jenaen. 

brought their klda out to see the 
water in Danville, like they do In 
Burlington when the parkin: 
meteno are covered In Memorial 
Auditorium parking lot, ' be 
added. Local insurance agent 
agreed the flood insurance was 
unneceaaary there. "Aa far as 
I'm concerned, this program Ia a 
government rip-off", added 
Wilson. He stated that Danville 
has experienced two slraJabt 
six-Inch rains with no flo.Jdlng 
resulted. But the HUD officW 
based his' flgurea on t.be "lOG­
year rainfall" , meaning a 7-incb 
rainfall In a 24 hour period. • 

Largent, of the Pennaylvanla 
engineering firm , said the 
computations were made 
through formulas and ftaurtng 

Ed Jenaea <center) 8N Jaell 
lagllram, Danville public warlla 
offlclata, are abOWD eae.ferrlal 
wltb federal offlelala Bob 
Largent <left) aatl Ilea 
&eve~~~aa <baell to 'eaaeral at 
DaavWe Moatlay. 

runoff of rain In watenbeclanu 
of the town. Ralph Dewey an­
swered a Banard queatioa by 
saying the only other flood pi'OIIe 
area of the county waa 
Burlington, and all agreed It wu 
neceaaary for that city. Tbe 
mayor and councilman Ga» 
Thornburg asked Steve1111011 If 
the "Die bad already been cut" 
on Danville, and the reply wu 
no, but the deelpaUon would 
hold until proven otherwile. 
"Don't the people have a uy to 
make any difference?", Tborn­
burg -aaked. 

Banard stated the town'a 
confusion over the matter, and 
summed It up by aaklng II "we 
are foolishly or wlaely aald.ni to 
be removed from the flood 
program? " That decision wu 
still left with the council, who 
received no promiae from 
Stevenson that the town would 
be dropped off the list. After the 
meeting , the group walked 
around the town, inspecting the 
creek In queaUon. The alze of It 

seemed to "be a surprtae to the 
officials " , said the mayor. 
Several town officials were 
doing surveying work and 
preparing other Input Tueaday 
to provide the federal govern­
ment with facts to change the 
verdict. 

The outcome Is yet unknown 
but may become apparent In ~ 
near future aa an excellent effort 
to illuuade the visiting officlala 
W&J made. 

Received Soil 
Conservation 
Honors 

Danville farmer Donald Nelson 
and Pastor Roy Satre of Peace 
Lutheran Church at Prairie 
Grove were honored Wednesday 
by the Des Moines County Soil 
Conservation District. 

In presenting certificates of 
appreciation to Nelson and Satre, 
district conservationist Ralph E. 
pewey of Burlington pointed out 
the contributions these men had 
made to the start of the standard 
soil survey in Des Moines County. 
The first acre of soil mapping 
was recently completed on the 
Nelson farm following soil 
stewardship ceremonies at 
Peace Church. 

District chairman William 
Vierling of Mediapolis em­
phasized the great value of public 
understanding of the soil survey 
program as H brings new 
knowledge to land users of the 
county. He reported that sur­
veyors Mel Brown and Bonnie 
Clarks have completed surveying 
more than half of Washington 
township to date 



Woman begins SCS job here 
By BOB SOGARD 
Hawk Eye Farm Editor 

• oil samples and fa1rway divot 
Debra Am digs them hoth 

, he I< the first soil con. ervatiomst in 
Iowa bucking for a district 
conservationist position with the oil 
Con ervation service Two or 
three otheN ure a year or two behind 
her. 

Bru<, pronounced as in Bruce, is a 
trainee in the Des :\1oines county C 
ofllre • he ucceeds LowTBnce (Larry) 
Hunt. 27, who has been in the office 
here for II month: and who will take 
the soil conserYationist post at the 
I ouisa county SC office in Wapello 
Au~ 1. Hunt w1ll . ucceed Harry 
Arynn t, who will become district 
ron ervationist ot Iowa county in 
Williamsburg on .July 21 

Brvant, another "graduate" of the 
Burlington office, was conservation 
te hnicmn here for five years and w~' 
named "1111 con ~rvat ioni t at \\'11."ello 

Cost-share 
soil-saving 
funds here 

Cost-shar~ funds for soil 
conservation practices have been 
released by the Des Moines county soil 
conservation di trict for use hy 
farmer. in the next six month 
William Vierling of Mediapolis, 
chairman of the district, announced 
that $7,000 has been made available 
by the State of Iowa to as ist area 
farmers in erosion control 

Vierling listed the following 
conservation practices as eligible 
under this cost -sharing program ; 

Terracing, erosion control dams, 
diversion,, gra"Sed waterways, tree 
planting, critical area planting, field 
windbreaks and pasture and hayland 
planting. 

To take part in this program, 
farmers must be cooperating with the ' 
soli con. ervntion district. In using the 
funds, priorities will be ha. ed on how 
well the practice satisfies a 
conservation need and fulfills part of 
an overall farm conservation plan. 

The sign-up period for this program 
starts immediately Vierling said. It 
will continue through Auv 15 "We 
anticipate more than enough requests 
to utilize available funds." he added 

"Who will receive assistance will not 
be decided until aft,r Aug. 15. so all 
requests will receive equal 
consideration. We hope to be granted 
additional funds later. but we must 
allocate this money first," Vierling 
said 

This allotment is for practices 
established before Dec 31 At that 
time, unused funds will become 
available for redistrioution 

Local farmers who have been 
anxious for this program are urged to 
apply as quickly as possible at the 
district office, Room 230 of the federal 
building here No mail or telephone 
applications may be accepted. 

I 

l.arn llunl 

where she wa. awarded a B degree in 
agronomy. "It eems like I've alway 
wanted to be in agronomy, at lea.<t 
ince we mm·ed to a tarm when I wa. 

15. 'she said. 
he'. a native of Blue Grass, a cott 

count~· community west of Davenport 
on tl, 61 Her parent. , Ted and Bev 
Brus, hve on their 20-acre farm ju. t 
outs de of Bl•1e Grass. Thev have an 
'llder daughter, Dianne. · 

attending Davenport We t hi h 
chool 

When she was accepted by the sr., 
she was scheduled for the :\Ia nn Cit\' 
office, then ioux Citv and fmalll 
officialdom decreed Burlington for her 
first post he live_ in an old, hnck 
apartment house at Fifth and Walnut 

in 1971 Later, he wa. named d1 trlct 
con. ervatmni t there 

Debra was a student trainee in 
Clinton count\" last ummer, working 
with a soil . urvey crew out of DeWitt. 
"It was hard work, especially slo~ging 
around muck~· oil to take samples." 
he said. 

'They said that (dis tnct 
consef\·at!Onist) Ralph Dewey' a good 
trainer" Brus reported "There' lot 
gomg on here, includmg the Resource 
Consen·ation and Development 
project and the tandard oil uf\·ev 
anq the land i. varied. It' a beautif~j 
part of the state ' 

Dewey will be acting di tnct 
consen·ationist for Louisa countv 
w hi I e Hunt is acting so i.l 
conservationist m the Wapello office. 

Hunt , who came here last August 
from Farmington is a 19i4 graduate of 
the University of :\1issouri Columbia. 
where he ma10rcd in fishmg and 
wildlife conservation He and his wife, 
.Jud)•, have a five.year·old son, Lance. 
The family will move from 
:\.liddletown to Wapello when he can 
arrange housing. • 

Brus started in horticulture, 

because "there weren't that man} 
women in agronomv " but then he 
decided to "jump i~ with both !Pet" 
~nd switched back to her first interest 

he likes this part of the !\1i si ipp1 
Valley and hopes that when she gets 
an office of her own, it's in eastern 
Iowa. 

The nP\\ uppomtee herP i Mnv 
grad ate nf Iowa ~t te mtvPr tv, 

At Iowa • tate, she sang in the a 
capella choir, wa active in pani. h 
club , Lut her mam extra-curricular 
interest was golf he played \;o. 3 
po ition on the women's teaM .. he 
al o playecl on the golf 'Nt• ~ e 

Will thi. deeply tanned blonde be 
the first em ale district consen·auomst 
in the ••ate? Don't bet again t it. 
Fore' r.la ·I play through? 

Vierhng reads a plan for "beneficial 
utihzauon of dredged materials" to 
Corps of Engineers offiCials 

Dredging 
material 
plan told 
By LLOYD M AFFITT 

A triple play has been proposed to 
the Corps of Engineers by Des Moines 
Countv Soil Conservation district 
According to Dist. Chairman William 
Vierling, the plan would (I) Provide a 
higher degree of ero'lon control along 
exposed levee sections; (2) Prevent 
current· and wave-action damage , 
and (3) Increa e the natural wildlife 
production potential of the area. It is a 
plan for the '"beneficiAl utilization of 
dredged materiaL 

7 ·1u.. 

Vierling pn 'lted the plan to the 
Corps with the 11d of a map showmg 
where the con•ervation district 
proposal calls for fill 

"Thi: propoMI is bemg made to the 
newly organi1ed Geode Wonderland 
Resource Conservation and 
Development Project, comprising Des 
Moines Henry, Lee, and Louisa 
counties in Iowa . Des Moines, Lee, 
and Louisa all have levee districts 
where this approach is feasible," 
Vierling asserted. 

The district chairman told the 
Corps, reading from the proposal 

"Several miles of the river, 
particularly immediately above locks 
and dams, the prole tive levee is 
constructed at the river's edge. 

"Uusually, these ~ites pose t he 
erosion problem of a wider river, where 
adveMe winds can pile up water to 
damaging heights, even though t he 
flood level is not at those heights. 
Protection and maintenance of these 
sites is costly, since it usually involves 
rip-rap to a considerable degree. 

" Other areas are somewhat 
protected from wave action by t rees 
and shrubs growing on extended ban ks 
or offshore islands. 

"Using dredged material from the 
channel. the shoreline would be 
extended about 100 feet into the river 
from the toe of the levee (on the west 
side above Lock and Dam 18) The 
land would be raised to a height of 
approximately live feet above normal 
pool elevation, Y.ith a slope at two per 
cent to retain a three-foot bank 100 
feet out 

"Basically, the fill would be sandy 
materiaL ome silt in the top layer is 
advisable to promote vegetable 
growth 

"Trees will be planted on the fill 
areas in a manr.er to protect the levee 
embankments dunng flood periods 

. Tree species ot relative!~· lo" 
commercial value will be used to 
prevent their being 'haf\·e ted. ' 



Erosion Confroll 
Assistance 

Cost-share funds for soil 
conservation prachces have been 
released by the Des Moines 
County soil conserva lion district 
for use by farmers m the next six 
months William Vierling of 
Mediapolis , chairman of the 
district, aMounced that seven 
thousand dollars has been made 
avatlable by the State of Iowa to 
assist area farmers in erosion 
control 

Vierling li>l~d Un! rollowmg 
conservation practtces as eligible 
under tlus co~t-sharing program 

Terracing, erosion control 
dams, dtversions , grassed 
waterways , tree planting, 
critical area planting , field 
windbreaks and pasture and 
hayland planting 

To take part in tlus program, 
farmers must be cooperating 
with the soil conservation 
district In using the funds, 
priortties will be based on how 
well the practice satisfies a 
conserva lion need and fulfills 
part of an overall farm con· 
servalton plan 

"Tt, sign-up period for this 
program starts immediately." 
Vierling stated "And will con­
tinue through August15, 1975. We 
anticipate more than enough 
requests to utilize available 
funds. 

Who will receive assistance 
will not be decided until after 
August 15, so all requests will 
receive equal consideration. We 
hope to be gran~ additional 
funds later, but we must allocate 
this money first." 

This allotment is for practices 
established before December 31, 
1975. At that time, unused funds 
will become available for 
redistributton . 

Local farmers who have been 
anxious for this program are 
urged to apply as quickly as 
possible at the district office 
Room 230, Federal Building: 
Burlington, Iowa. No mail or 
telephone applications may be 
accepted . Deadline for ap­
plication is August 15, 1975 

Conservation 
breakfast set 

The Des Moines county Resource 
Con~ervatoin and Develo~ment 
council and the Rural Development 
committee will meet 7:30a.m 
Wednesday at Holiday Inn to discuss 
the Iowa-Cedar conservancy district. 

Representatives of the sta te soil 
conservation committee will be there 
to describe the district and the place 
of the county groups in the work of the 
district. The Iowa-Cedar is the largest 
of the six conservancy districts in Iowa 
and the first for which a plan has been 
developed under the pioneer approach 
of the conservation law. 

The drainge area contains 7.6 
million acres of land an'd 
approximately one-third of the people 
living in the state . "This conservancy 
district also contains some of Iowa's 
most serious drainage, flood , erosion 
and sanitary problems," commented 
Carroll Hobson, member of tho state 
committee representing the district. 

Ralph Dewey, secretary of the RD 
committee, said \lte breakfast meeting 
is important to understanding of the 
part memoers can play in 
implementhg the law and protecting 
resources of this area 

Meeting With Ray 

And Department Heads 
Mtchael V Dunn, Executive 

Director of the Southeast lo•va 
Regional Planning Commtssion 
will host a meeting with 
Governor Robert D. Ray and 
Department Heads of vartous 
state agencies. The meeting will 
be held Thursday, October 16 
from 1:00 to 5:00 p m. at the 
Chapel Auditorium at Iowa 
Wesleyan College in Mount 
Pleasant, Iowa The purpose of 
the meeting is to allow units of 
local government and concerned 
cit11ens the opportunity to e 
press thetr views on the state's 
planning and delivery of ser 
vices 

Topics of conversation will 
mclude : Local corporation and 
industnal development, com­
munity development, water 
sewer and solid waste programs 
environmental problems 
transportation problems, sociai 
service planntng, elder v 
programs health program' 
education programs, youth 
programs, agricultural outlook, 
RC&D program. and watershed 
program 
The local units of government 

and the general public are cor· 
dially mvited by the Sout~east 
Iowa Reg10nal Plannmg tom­
mission to attend this meeting. 

Anyone wishmg to have (iirect 
input in the above subJects should 
contact J\lr :\lichael V Dunn, 
Executive Dtrector. Southeast 
Iowa Regtonal Planning Com­
mission, P .O. Box 971 Keokuk, 
Iowa 52632 Phone C319l-524 
mt 

Geode Wonderland 
Board Meeting , 
All county council members are I 

urged to attend an R C & D board 
meeting on October 2, 1975, 
8 p.m at Room 211, Federal 
Building, Burlington, Iowa 

Program will include a 
presentation Woodland Needs 
and outlook in Southeast Iowa by 
District Forester Stanley Tate of 
Wapello 

Any person concerned with the 
growing, harvest or use of forest 
products is urged to attend. U 
you know of such persons-bring 
them along. 

District 
Commissioners 
To Des Moines 

Annual Soil Dtstrict Com­
missioners Conference will be 
hetd in Des Moines on September 
8, 9, and 10. District Com­
missioners from Des Moines 
County are Bill Vierli ng, 
Mediapolis. Ray Pilli ng, 
Mediapolis, Joe Beckman, 
Sperry. Dwight Stucker, New 
London , and Jack Jacobs, 
Burlington. 

Principal speaker at the 
conference will be the new SCS 
administrator, Mel Davis, 
originally from the state of orth 
Dakota . George Bagley, of St. 
Joseph, La ., President of the 
National Association of Con­
servation Districts, will also be a 
key speaker. 

Dorothy Davis, District clerk, 
also will attend the conference to 
recetve training in cost-sharing 
and other new procedures. 

Conservation Award 
1\vo Burhngton teachers were 

named regional winners in the 
Iowa Conservation Awards 
Contest recently In the 
e lementary division . !\Irs 
Beverly Lundy, fifth grade 
teacher at Corse; and Mrs. Betsy 
Pollock, science teacher at 
James Madison Middle School, in 
the secondary division, were 
winners. 

They were named outstanding 
teachers in the Southeast Iowa 
r~ion . covering 12 counties 
Awaqls will be given this Friday 
and Saturday at Camp EWALU 
near Independence at an Iowa 
Consen·atton Educ1ltton 
Workshop 

The teachers will also be 
honored later by the Des Moines 
Soil Conservation Service, who 
sponsored them in the contest. 



Roundabouts 
Hawk Eyeland 

Soil survey moving 
!:loil surveying was begun this week 

n Pleasant Grove township. according 
t !elvin Brown, survey party chief 
h re 

Field work has been nearly 
mpleted in Washington township 

nd the Iowa Army Ammunition Plant 
rvotwn, Brown reported . He has 
n working with Bennie Clarks, Jr ., 

r • P past sh months, gathering soil 
ta tn De• ;'1.-foines county and 

t mpmg the information. 
r<•Rt of the survey is expected to 

d 175,000. The county will 
1 nbute 31,500 and the remainder 
II he paid by state and federal 
nue , mcluding the Army in the 

>' the IAAP ond the U.S. oil 
r ervation service (SC ). When 

mpleted, in about four years, every 
· f the county will have been 
d nd recorded 
•e m the Pleasant Grove area 

Assistant District 
Commissioners 

f\1 o new assistant district 
mnu smners for Des Momes 

l ou111> •>II C'onsen •a llon ervice 
I v been named to help handle 
II cunservaiJon educatiOn 
rrogr.om. 

. u .tn Rald\lm, third grade 
'eacher at Pet kins, and Jo Rabe 
hrst grade teacher a t Black' 
llm1 I .. wen· recPntly appomted 
b~ tho• distrtct commissioner 

The) recPntly attended an 
1 01~ on l'f' at ion r~ducation 
fnanctl at Luther for 4·11'er.<. 
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will be seeing the soil mappint: crew in 
SC trucks this fall Brown said that 
fall and springtime are about the only 
times to get a really good look at 
cropland soils. 

Information from this survey will be 
used in many ways in land use 
planning and development in yean to 
come Ralph Dewey, dist r ict 
conservationist, said prospective land 
buyers already have come into the 

C office to inquire about 
preliminary survey results i n 
Washington township, prior to farm 
auctions. 

Among the information tv be 
available when survey results are 
published is a corn suitability ratio, a 
standard that indicbtes how much 
grain can be grown on a given fi eld . 
Also to be determined are soil 
characteristics such AS permeability, 
load -bearing ability, etc 

OK local teachers 
as conservationists 

Burlington teachers Susan Baldwin 
and Jo Rabe have been confirmed as 
assistant district conservationists. 
Mrs. Baldwin teaches third grade at 
Perkins school; Mrs. Rabe is first 
)P'ade teacher at Black Hawk. 

They were named by the Des 
Moines county soil district 
commissioners and the appointments 
have beer. confirmed by the Iowa 
Department of oil Conservation. The 
teachers are in charge of the district's 
conservation education programs, 
u~ing the total environment as the 
cl •. s room. 

Part of their duties will involve 
republishing of an outdoor classroom 
and field guide for teachers in the 
county. This is a Resource 
Conservation and Development 
project measu re headed by Olive 
Sullivan, Rt. 1. When the guide is 
published, other counties and school 
systems will have use of the materials . 

Mrs. Baldwin and Mrs . Rabe were 
instructors last weekend at a two-day 
conservstion education workshop at 
the state 4-H camping center near 
Luther. They presented a session on 
environmental art and literature, 
representing the Burlington 
Community school district and the soil 
district . 

1/LL 1-.k t • ._ftt v-t-
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Pleasant Grove Next 
Site For Soil Survey 

Sot! surveymg will begin this 
"eek in Pleasant Grove Town­
slup according to !\!elvin Brown, 
survey party choef of Burlington 
Fio.>ld work has now been pretty 
wo.>ll completed in Washington 
Townshtp and the Iowa Army 
Ammumtion Plant the soil 
spectalist declared 

Brown and Bennie Clarks, Jr 
of Burlington have been 
gathering soil data and mapping 
t h i~o informa tion for the last six 
months m Des Mmnes County 
The urvey is co-sponsored and 
patd for mutually by Des \toines 
County, the State of Iowa and the 
U S Soil Conservation Servtce 
•SCS I When completed in about 
four yeat., every acre of the 
county wtll be mapped and 
recorded 

People in the Plea ant Grove 
ar~a "ill hP :eemg the soil 

mappmg crew m official SCS 
trucks during the fall months as 
th~y proceed 11 ith the survey 
Brown points out that fall and 
sprmgtime are about the on ly 
limes to get a really good look at 
cropland soils, wlule they are not 
covered with crops. 

Information from this survey 
will be used m many ways m land 
use planning and development m 
years to come 

The oil ( 1nservation St>cietv of 
Ar ••co Iowa chapter, awarded a 
plaque to CLETU .. PAULL. farm di -
rector of radio •ta­
tmn KBIJR. for ex· 
retlenre in report 
t.tg <oil and water 
conser\'atton news 
in thB broadcast 
medium at the an­
nual meet,ing held 
at Ames last week­
end 

ThP honor 
given e11ch vear o 
onlv onP person n 
thP <lute; tl was ( 1<·11~< Ptwll 
presented by Howard Hughes of Des 
Mmnes, a•sistant state c~nservationi•t 
and past president of the Iowa chap· 
ter Rolph Dewey, district con­
•ef\ationigt h re repre ented the urea 
at t ''lP ''" 

.... * 
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Paoli Receives 
onservation Award 
Cletus Paull, Farm Director of 

Radio KBUR, Burlington, Iowa, 
was awarded a plaque for ex­
cellence in reporting soil and 
water conservation news in the 
broadcast medium, at the annual 
meeting or the Soil Conservation 
Society of America Iowa 
Chapter, in Ames, Friday, Oc· 
tober 17 

This honor, given each yea r to 
only one person in the state was 
presented to Paull by 
Assistant State Conservationist 
Howard Hughes o£ Des Moines, 
past president o£ the Iowa 
Chapter Hughes described the 

many wa1 s Paull and his radio 
ta lion had supported the soil and 

water conservation effor t in 
southeast Iowa with publicity and 
cooperation 

District Conservationist Raiph 
E . Dewey of Burlington , a 
member of the Iowa Chapter 
represented the area at the 
Fnday meeting. 



Ecology teachers cited 
By BOB SOGARD 
Hawk Eye Farm Editor 

Farmers who call themselves 
stewards of the soil and friends of 
nature have some allies in the schools, 
thanks to a recent phenomenon - the 
conservation teacher. 

Everyone who ever pasted fall 
foliage in a scrapbook or collected 
butterflies a a class project recalls 
teachers who fostered appreciation of 
nature. The new breed also promotes 
understanding of nature, preservation 
of our resources and man 's role in his 
environment. 

Burlington, West Burlington and 
Middletown schools have been leaders 
in this movement for the past five 
years . Pioneers were Sheman f-undy, 
Burlington high school science teacher 
and long-time counselor to the BHS 
Ecology club, and Ruth Mertens, third 
grade teacher at Middletown. They 
were cited as southeas t Iowa ' s 
outstanding secondary and elementary 
school conservation teachers in 1971. 

Attend workshops 
A whole new "generation" of 

conservation teachers graduated from 
a three - week Iowa Teachers 
Conservation camp held here in the 
summer of 1973. These included Susan 
Baldwin, third grade teacher at Corse 
school , who was named Iowa 
Conservation Teacher of the Year in 
1974, and Mark Volkman, West 
Burlington high school science 
teacher, lil(e Baldwin , a regional 
winner last year. 

The outdoor classroom also was 
attended by Beverly Lundy, Sherm's 
wife and second grade teacher at Corse 
school, and !<;Iizabeth M . (Betsy) 
Pollock , James Madison Middle 
school social studies teacher. 

They are the l2-county regional 
winners this year in the aQnual 
competition co-sponsored by the Iowa 
Dept . of Soil Conservation , Soil 
Conservation Service Rnd the Iowa 
Farm Bureau Federation. 

They attended an Iowa 
Conservation Education workshop at 
Camp EW ALU near Strawberry Point 
last weekend and received their 
awards. 

What induces young women with 
children to teach all day, to take on 
extracurricular act)vities such as 
Saturday in the park experiences? 
Why do they take time off for trips to 
EW ALU or universities to qualify for 
even greater responsibilities? 

'Important' work 
Pollock said , "It's a lot of extra 

- I 

work , but I ' m interested in 
conservation and feel it's important. 
There's an ideal setting here (at James 
Madison next to Dankwardt park) and 
it seems logical to make the best use of 
it. And I like to be outside." 

The winning elementary teacher, 
Lundy added, "I enjoy environmental 
education." Both have been active in 
cleanup campaigns and 1 recycling 
efforts. Betsy promoted an aluminum 
can recycling project and Bev was 
credited by her principal as being 
instrumental in starting the Corse 
school paper recycling project. 

The aluminum sales by the James 
Madison students brought in about 
$100 last year and Betsy said they 
hope to double it this year to help 
develop the outdoor classroom in the 
wooded area behind the middle school. 

Work on the trails and wooded 
classroom has been done by Pollock, 
science teacher Don Dunn and their 
student volunteers, with the help of a 
state teacher incentive award that she 
won . The award brought a $1,500 
grant last spring. 

Her environmental studies class also 
plans to help develop a natural 
amphitheater back in the woods. 

Pollock credited Dunn with getting 
her involved in environmental 
education. "He attended an 8-week 
workshop at the University of Iowa 
and talked me into going too," she 
said. Both Bev and Betsy also were at 
EW ALU last year for traini'V:, as were 
Baldwin and Joan Rabe . 'l;he latter 
two assisted in a workshop this 
weekend at the state 4-H camp near 
Luther, held for teachers in central 
Iowa. 

Groduate studies 
Lundy is a graduat~ of Central 

Missouri S t ate university at 
Warrensburg, Mo . She is doing 
graduate work for a master's degree in 
environmental studies. She taught in 
summer children's camp for Project 
Assist 1974 and helped develop ahd 
staff a fifth grade overnight 
experience. She also gave a speech and 
demonstration at the sectional 
meeting of the Iowa Council of 
International Reading Assn . in 
Ottumwa in November of 1974. 

Corse has limited space, but Bev is 
helping to plan and develop an 
outdoor classroom near the school and 
has taken her classes to Perkins park 
on study tours . 

"I have -integrated conservation 
teachin~; in many subject &reas," she 
said. "We utilize local resource people 
whenever possible." Ralph Dewey, 
district conservationist : Keith 
Summerson, BHS science teacher; 
Randy Dodds' pet shop owner· Don 
Simonson. Iowa conservation o'fficer' 

ON THE TRAIL in the James Madi­
son outdoor classroom are Bev 
Lundy left. and Betsy Pollock. south­
east Iowa regional winners in Con­
servation Teachers of the Year com­
petition. 

and others including her husband have 
helped. 

Bev has helped coordinate the BHS 
Ecology club activities such 
as Earth Day, Walkathon, 
Community Cleanun, etc. 

She and her husband have two 
children, Paul, 14, and Carolyn, 7. 
They live on Summer Street road. 

Iowa graduate 
Betsy is a University of Iowa 

graduate in social studies education. 
She teaches seventh and eighth grade 
social studies classes , and also is 
working on a master ' s degree in 
environmental studies. 

She has attended workshops at U-I 
and the National Council for Social 
Studies at San Francisco, in 1973. 

Betsy said she integrates 
conservation instruction with her 
classes and also teaches a separate 
unit, an elective called Environmental 
Studies, for eighth graders. The latter 
concerns conservation of natural 
re s ources. Activities , movies, 
filmstrips and actual experiences with 
the outdoors are utilized to make the 
students aware of the environment. 
"Hopefully, too, they will foster an 
appreciation and understanding of the 
world around them," she said. 

She lives at 22 Mid Town Lane with 
her two sons, Steve, 12, and Mike, 8. • 

Teachers from Burlington continue 
to dominate regional conservation 
education awards. Credentials of Bev 
and Betsy are outstanding examples of 
why this is true 
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honored at the Des Moine County conservation programs: Clyde Scherer, Moines chapter is the large: i~ t~e 17ter~sted group can save a stream by 
Soil Conservation awards banquet Burlington; Joseph Beckman, Sperry; nation He said he joined the league c t;an~ng 1t. ~p, working in conjunction 
Thursday evening at hinar and Eric Massner and Kenneth becaus.e .. 1 want d t" t t Wit SOl conserv~tion and 

h 
w h both f M d" r e an avoca IOn 0 ge enVIronmental experts 

Cumberland Presbyterian c urch, e age, 0 . e _1apo IS. away from medicine and a hobby that . . · . 
Pleasant Grove. 01! co~servat1~mst Ralph Dewey would be good for the community... The p~ys1c1an _prescribed better 

They ore Alan Parrott, who farms 
near Danville; Rex Troute, who forms 
just south of Burlington; Beverly 
Lundy, who teaches second graae at 
Corse school, and Betsy Pollock, social 
studies instructor at James Madison 
m1ddle school. 

William Vierling , conservation 
district chairman, introduced farmers 

showed shdes, w1th commentary by con ervahon practices for his farmer-
Jack Jacob of Burlington, showing The league's purpose, Overt on audience. "There is no place in Iowa in 
the encroochment of "urban sprawl" stated, is the conservation of "soil, which it is safe to drink surface 
on farm land in the Burlington West water, woods, and wildlife," and he water," he warned, in part because of 
Burlingtro area. said it works closely with "our o. I farm pollution from soil erosion and 

Dr. R~ W. Overton, Des Moines, competitor, the Sierra Club, to farm chemicals. 
state dill!ctor of the lzaak Walton achieve tho e ends." 
League, iscussed its SOS (Save Our Overton told how the Des Moines 
Stream) and HUNT (Habitat chapter worked to save Des Moines' 
Urgent!) "'eoded Today) programs. Beaver creek and explamed how any 

"The lzaak Walton League i not 
against chemicals but it is against the 
improper, inappropriate use of 
chemicals," he declared. 

USDA Announces 1976 
Conservation Program 

Land Use Planning 
Discussed By Council 

At Tuesday night's meeting of 
the Des Moines County RC&D 
Council and the Area 16 Soil 
Conservation District Board, the 
major topic of discussion was the 
future of land use planning and 
policy in the four-county area. 

dinner agenda . She opened 
discussion by stating siltation has 
been bad in southeast Iowa , and 
we ra-e a danger of having " less 
than produrllve soil" 

The U.S Department of 
Agriculture IUSDAJ today an­
nounced an $85 million 1976 
Agricultural Conserva lion 
Program (ACPI designed to 
encourage the application of 
endurmg soil and waf.jir con­
'ervalion practicM on the 
nation's farms. T~objective is 
to obtain needed" conservation on 
farmlands beyond that which the 
farmer would accomplish with 
his own resources. 

The 1976 program will be ad­
mlmstered by the Agricultural 
~tabilization and Con ervalion 
Serv1ce through its farmer­
elected committee system and 
will offer both annual and long­
term conservation agreemen:s 
with farmers. It will share with 
farmers from 50 to 75 percent of 
the cost of carrying out approved 
sml, water and woodland con 
servation practices. Under long­
term agreements, cosl-sharing 
will be scheduled over a period of 
from 3 to 10 years. The 
agreements will be based on 
conservation farm plans ap­
proved by local soil conservation 
districts 

As was the case for the 197J 
ACP, authority to develop 
practices needed to solve con 
servation problems is delegated 
to each of USDA"s farmer-elected 
county Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation (ASCJ 
committees. All approved 
practices in ef£ect under the 1970 
natioral ACP are eligible. 

In carrying out the 1976 
program, state and county ASC 
committees are responsible for 
Identifying the critical farm 
con ervation problems in their 
re.;pective areas and developing 
and approving practices for cost­
sharing on a priority basis. 

The Soil Conservation Service 
will prov1de planning and 
technical a sistan e. Contracts 
involving woodlands also wi" ~et 
technical aid from the Fore.;t 
Service. The Extension Service 
w1ll assist with educationa l 
support. These three agencies 
provide program development 
and policy overview assistance 
through county, state a nd 
national program development 
groups. 

Local soil conservation 
districts also provide support 
through assistance with long­
term agreements and program 
development. 

Program details will be 
available from county ASC of­
tices 

Legislators Clay Spears, state 
representative from the 85th 
district, and Arnold Lindeen, 
representative from the 83rd 
district, attended the meeting 
along with various guests. 

Olive Sullivan, chairman of the 
RC&D Council, emceed the afier 

Bill Vierlmg, Des Moines 
County district commissioner, 
gave a slide presentation 
depicting urban sprawl in the 
Burlington-West Burlington 
area, showing a need for land use 
planning. 

Mike Dunn, Regional Planning 
Director, updated the audience 
on changes which have recently 
been made m the bill on land use 
planning, House File 505. 

Jim Hawkins, district com­
missioneer from Lee County, 
spoke on land use policy and soil 
districts. He pointed out the 
largest single pollutant is 
sediment. He said we need to 
" instill land ethi •· with our 
citizens, equipping the indh·idual 
with the capacity to define right 
from wrong" . Hawkins said we 
must " develop a land con­
science", staling a strong need 
for state land use policy. He feels 
the bill passed by the House on 
land use planning is "a positive 
bill". 

Mel Brown, soil scientist, in­
volved in the current Des Moines 
County soil survey gave an up­
date on the progress of the sur­
vey, of which about one--fourth is 
complete. 

From the environmental 
conservation education depart­
ment of the Department of Public 
Instruction , Duane Toomsen 
spoke on the educa lion of 
students and citizens. He feels 
Iowa is one of the leaders in 
environmental education. 
SCATE (S tudents Concerned 
About The Environment) was 
mentioned as a group through 
which students can find problems 
with the environment, and 
meracting through the 
democratic process, have their 
resvlutions heard. Toomsen said 
our survivial depends on how 
well we provide and plan en­
vironmental education for our 
citizens. 
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RALPH DEWI!.:\' 

"Friend of Education" 

chosen by WBEA 

Ralph Dewey, West 
Burlington, was chosen "Friend 
of Education" by the West 
Burlington Education 
Association. Mr. Dewev was 

Mr. Dewey has helped the Girl 
Scouts set up nature trails for 
Girl scout camp and has worked 
on many other various com­
mittees to aid teachers and 
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At West Burlington high 

Teachers, boar 

on settlem_ent 
At a West Burl.in(ton Arnold 

High Scbool board meetJni last 
Thursday night an asreement 
was reached between the board 
members and teachers. 
Negotiations have been golD& on 
for approximately five weeb. 

Two major Issues were 
teacher's base salary and the 
length of teacher's school day. 
School board members proposed 
$7850 and the WBEA (West 
Burlington Education 
Association) asked for $8100 for 
teacher's base salary. The 
board accepted a final proposal 
from the WBEA of $7900. This is 
approximately a 12.8 percent 
increase in salary from a $7150 
base this year. Reduction In 
sta ff ma kes this increase 
possible with two eJemenUiry 
teachers resigning and one 
contract not being renewed. 
Mrs. Robert Bohm, principal of 
the Middle School will Ulke over 

addtional duties 11 Harold Robb, 
principal of the elementary 
school. Robb's contract was not 
renewed for the 1974-75 school 
year. 

An extra 30 minute& wu 
added to the teacher's work day 
at the high school and an extra 15 
minutes were added to middle 
and elementary school teacher's 
day. Board members offered 
hours for teachers in all schools 
from 8 a .m. to 4:45 p.m . Set­
Uementwasagreedat8a .m . to4 
p.m . for high school teachers 
and 8 a .m . to 3:45 p.m. for 
teachers in middle and 
elementary schools. F ifteen 
minutes differenct! was allotted 
for middle and elementary 
teachers for duty lunch hours. 
These teachen have on the 
average duty lunch hours every 
three to eight days according to 
Superintendent James 
Huelakamp. 

Geode wonderland funded By USDA 

Geode Wonderland is alive and 
well . At the end of 1975, USDA 
Secretary Earl Butz announced 
the approval of funding to estab­
lish Geode Wonderland Resource 
Conservation and Development 
Project in the four southeast Iowa 
counties iu Area XVI. 

This action makes w~y for the 
Soil Conservation Servtce to ap­
point a project coordinator and set 
up the necessary office. F~r the 
present, the acting coordmator 

will be Eldon Weber, . SCS Are;. 
Conservationist at Fatrfield. E 
forts are being n:'ade to sec~ 
"oint housing wtth Are~ . 
JRe ional Planning Commtsst?n, 
sin~ both are area planmng 
agencies with compleme.ntary J\: 

ams. Each soil distnct o 
fas available a slide set prog~a~ 
describing Geode Wonder!an . st 
makes a good program of mtere 
to most groups. 



Area RC&D Proiect 

Approved By USDA 
Ge<XIe Wonderland is approved 

and ready to go to work for 
people of outheast Iowa, ac­
cording to announcement 
Monday by Ftrst District 
Congressman Ed Mezvinsky 

Representing Des Moines 
County RC&D Council are 
Chairwoman Olive Sullivan, 
county supervisor Merle Kelly, 
Sherman Smith and Milton 
Distelhorst of Burlington; James 

Geode Wonderland is the name 
of a new Resource Conservation 
and Development project 
covering Des Moines, Henry, Lee 
and Louisa Counties United 
States Department of 
Agriculture has been considering 
the application for assistance 
under this program which wa 
developed by people of the region 
a year ago. Project chairman, 
James Hawkins of Argyle, 
pointed out that over 70 such 
applications had been received 
by USDA for projects across the 
country. 

"The people of Southeast Iowa 
Area 16 have received a most 
valuable Christmas present," 
Hawkins stated "The RC&D 
project opens the door to federal 
technical and financial 
assistance for many pendin~ 
projects that local governments 
hove been unable to ac-
complish" ' 

During the past year of 
wailing, promoters of the project 
have been accepting project 
measure proposals in-order to be 
ready for action when the project 
became approved. Among these 
are erosion control measures 
protecting public facilili~s. 
roadside and treambank erosiOn 
control and public recreation 
developments 

"Officials of Geode Won­
derland will be meeting early in 
January to lay plans for progress 
in 1976," Hawkins added. "U .. 
Soil Conservation Service of­
ficials wtll be guiding our ac­
tivities as we gel underway " 

ettles , county conserva lion 
board of Sperry; and soil con­
servation district com­
mis ioner Ray Pilling from 
Mediapolis. 

11l ci.~'rl/~ )~,t l 
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Geode Wonderland 
Geode Wonderland RC&D is off to a 

running start , state officials of the 
U. Soil Conservation service said 
here Thursday and they credited 
members of the sponsoring groups 
with speeding up the normal

1
course of 

events 
The first push toward formation of 

the four-county organization was 
made here Jan. 15, 1974, in a meeting 
of state , regional ami county officials. 
l?~r;r. u11J urban private citizens were 
added to a steering committee and on 
Oct. 14 Gov. Robert Ray approved the 
application .• Just 14 months later, 
Agriculture Secretary Earl Butz 
approved the RC&D unit for federal 
funds . 

Rollin Swank, asst . state 
conservationist in ch1:trge of RC&D 
projects, said there were 60 
applications on file and Geode 
Wonderland's was one of the 10 
selected "That just didn't happen. 
You were organized and working," he 
stated. 

Members from Henry, Lee, Louisa 
and Des Moines county met at 
Holiday Inn Thursday. They heard 
Eldon Weber, area conservationist, 
make the official announcement that 
rli•trirt rnnRervationi•t R.Rinh newev 

Resource Conservation and 
Development project. 

"Ralph was selected by a 
nationwide panel and at least part of 
the decision on his appointment was 
because of his work to date and his 
familiarity with this area," Weber 
said. 

The coordinator, Weber said, must 
be an innovator, expediter, 
communicator, motivater, serve as an 
SCS staff man, understand sponsors' 
objectives and help coordinate all 
activities. "It helps if he can walk on 
water, too," he quipped. Dewey's 
appointment is effective Feb. 29. 

Willif\m Brune, state 
conservationist, decreed that Dewey's 
office will be in the Burlington area. 
Weber said the Southeast Iowa 
Regional Planning commission offices, 
now in Keokuk, may be moved. "They 
would like to be at least conveniently 
located with the RC&D office," Weber 
added. 

By April , the Geode Wonderland 
council should have completed a plan 
design, a guide for the planning 
process. Implementing the design 
normally would take another 18 
months and after that an ongoing 
maintenance project plan is to be in 

to running start 
Chuck Cchb, head of SCS state 

project planning, •tud it's up to the 
council to set priority on proJects. He 
said these should be the most sound 
projects with the greatest need 
because they will compete for limited 
fund with other projects . Much of 
Dewey's work will be finding sources of 
funds as well as meshing two required 
plans for each project. These are the 
economic plan -setting out costs and 
benefit~ - and the environmental 
quality plan. 

Cobb and other officials viewed 
Langwood 4-H camp near Grandv.iew 
and Franklin Township Lake site 

Geode Wonderland 
Gets Underway 

Geode Wonderland RC&D was 
approved for operations by the 
Secretary of Agriculture m late 
December. "We are now poised 
at the start of what can be one of 
the finest projects to help the 
citizens of Southeast Iowa Area 
XVI ," said James R. Hawkins, 
RC&D Chairman. 

Thursday, February 5, 1976, is 
a most important meeting for the 
leaders of this project. Starling 
at 10 a .m., at the Holiday Inn in 
Burlington, representatives of 
the state office of Soil Con­
servation ervice will help in 
understanding new techniques in 
resource development. The 
meeting will conclude about 3 
p.m. 

Wednesday. He said the $8,4tl0 lake 
plan for the 4-H camp, for which 
$4,200 in RC&D funds are sought, is 
desirable but fails to qualify on several 
points. It is to be five acres in size 
while 50 acres is supposed to be the 
minimum . Water will back onto two 
adjoining farms and these areas would 
have to be purchased. Public access is 
another problem, he said. 

Charles R. ,Cobb, staff leader of 
the Planmng and River Basin 
Staff, and Rollin Swank , 
assistant State Conservationist, 
will attend the meeting. They will 
be helping the executive board 
get their projects off to a good 
start. looking mainly at project 
measures for the near future 

This is a highly important 
meeting - members are urged to 
attend 

They are now authorized to 
locate office space in the 
Burlington area, and the state 
conservationist is in the process 
of appointing a project coor­
dinator. An announcement of this 
position will be made at the 
February 5 meeting, and Geode 
Wonderland will be underway. 

Project activity will be starting 
immediately The waiting is 
over 

ff 
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Soil Conservationist 
Visits sec 

Cletus Paull Is Honored 

Cletus Paull , Farm Director of 
Radio KBUR, Burtinltoo, Iowa, 
wu awarded a plaque for ell· 

celleoce in reporting soil and 
wal« cooaervatioo news in the 
broadcast mediiDD, at the an· 
nual meetillg of the Soil <:on· 
eervatioo_ Society of Amenca, 
Iowa Olapter, in Ames Friday. 

nus hooor, given each year to 
only one person iD the state was 
Jftle!lted to Paull by Assiatant 
State Oonservau..u.t Howard 

Hughes of Des Moines , put 
presdimt of the Iowa Olapter. 
Hllllbes described the many 
ways Paull and his ndio stalloo 
had supported the 11011 and wal« 
oonaervalloo effort in !llldheul 
Iowa with publicity and 
cooperation. 

District Conservationist Ralpb 
E. Dewey of Burllqt.oo , a 
member of tbe Iowa Olapter 
reprEIIellted tbe area at the 
Friday meeting. 
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BY ARLYN MUSSELMAN 

Deb Bru\ from Blue Gra\; , Iowa, is current!) working wflh Ralph 
o, ... C) a• a •oil con,cn dlioni;t r.,r Des Moines Counh Iowa. Deb 
gr .. duated from lo"u Stale Uni,er\it) In Ma), 1975. · 
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Awards Given At 
Soil Conservation Banquet 

Four awards were g1ven at last 
Thursday evening's Des Moines 
County oil Conservation awards 
banquet at the Shinar Cum­
berland Presbyterian church 
Pleasant Grove 

I 'o tl'achers, Beverly Lundy, 
who lt•ache.. second grade at 

01 c ~chool , and Betsy Pollock 
oc1al stud1es instructor at 

Jam Madison m1ddle school, 
rc 1ved honors. The two far-
m rs receiving awards were 
lm Parrott. Danville, and Rex 

Trout Burlington. 
1lha.n \'ieling, conservation 

til tncl cha u·man introduced 
f HIll!' I s who have started 
11 Rlllllnf' conservation 
p r m Clyde Scherer, 
Uurlmgton J05eph Beckman, 

111d Eric :\lassner and 
1 I> Wchage, both of 

!'Oil 

group can save a stream by 
cleaning it up, working m con­
junction with soil conservation 
and environmenta l experts 

1)utl;) ""' 1lt.._~,., ( \A._, 
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Geode Wonderland 
R C&D gets approval 

Iowa First Dist. Rep. Ed Mezvinsky 
announced Monday thnt th~ Geode 
Wonderland area of Iowa ha• been 
selected for federal Resource 
Conservation and Development 
(RC&D) assistance. 
Und~r the sponsorship of the Dept. 

of Agnculture, RC&D projects are 
local initiatives in which citizens work 
to enhance natural resources. With 
RC&D assistance, Geode Wonderland 
area citizens in Des Moines, Henry, 
Lee and Louisa counties will work to 
develop water resources · reduce 
sediment, pollution and 'nooding 
problems; maximize agricultural 
productivity; and develop small 
watersheds. 

The program is expected to reduce 
crop losses; enhance the quality of 
recreation areas; attract tourism and 
new industries, and generate 

employment opportunities. 
Local sponso:s are the county Soil 

C'onservall~n districts, county boards 
of S l._pervisor~ and the regional 
plannmg commission. 

G_eode Wonderland is \he fourth 
proJect to be approved '" Iowa . 
Application was made in OCiohor of 
~974 . Others are: Upper Explorerls.nl!, 
'" northeast part of the •tate; 
Southern and Chariton Valley 

An application is pending from 
Pathfinder, an area consisting of 
Jefferson, Keokuk, Van Buren, Davis, 
Mahaska and Wapello counties. 

~ames R . Hawkin s, Argvle, 
chamoan of Geode Wonderland -said 
RC&D executive officers and c~unty 
coun_cils will meet at noon Jan. 12 at 
Burlington's Holiday Inn to plan for a 
Feb. 5 education meeting and to lay 
o_ut work for the coming year. At this 
hm~, further details are expected to be 
available on the RC&D project. 

Preserving a slice 
of natural history 

Ralph Dewey, district 
conservationist with the Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS), said 
funds are to be available immediately 
after federal approval. 

"We in Des Moines county have a 
number of projects in mind," said 
Dewey. "One is a series of erosion 
control dams to protect the proposed 
Dodgeville Lake site. Also, Lee county 
has some roadside improvements and 
stream erosion control work in mind, 
as well as a lake which might provide 
drinking water and recreation for 
Salem, Hillsboro and Houghton 
communities. There's a new 4-H camp 
near Grandview that nee<>s an erosion 
control dam that could ~!so make a 
lArge pond or small lake." 

By BOB HAVSEN 
Haatk Eve Outdoor lr'riter 

At the start ofthe 19th century, the 
prairie regions of orth America 
presented a vastly different picture 
than today's highly organized, 
functional plots of land 

There were waves of seemingly 
endless grasslands which rolled to the 
horizon - a vast expanse of billowing 
grass which created a sense of 
~paciousness and freedom. 

The great prairies were the largest 
natural environment in North 
America and the earliest Americans 
found them to be a great storehouse of 
natural resources. 

However, the homesteaders were 
interested in the natural wealth that 
lay beneath the prairie . They attacked 
the grassland with plows to feed a 
growing nation. What it had taken 
Nature 25 million years to create, man 
destroyed in 100 years. 

But small plots Qf native prairie still 
cling to the edges of the cultivated 
land. Through the gentle prodding of 
Des Moines county soil conservation 
officer Ralph Dewey, an effort is being 
mounted to preserve locally a small 
slice of our natural history. 

Dewey has noted a few small areas 
of prairie grass throughout the county 
and has launched a study on the 
feasibility of the soil conservation 
district and the Des Moines county 
conservation board setting aside one of 
these areas for nature studies. 

One site which is being considered is 
about two acres nestled in the rough 
ground near Highway 99 north of 
Burlington. 

"This ground is unique because it is 
not typical prairie soil, but rather 
woodland soil," Dewey explained. 
"The land was cleared perhaps 100 
years ago but I don't believe it was 
ever farmed. The native grasses 
simply moved in and took over." 

The grasses that now stand six feet 
high in the area are principally the big 
blue stem (also known as turkeyfoot 
because of the shape of its seed head), 
yellow Indian grass and switch grass. 
These grasses are different from the 
highly adapted hybrids now planted in 
pasture land. 

"The tall prairie grasses are not as 
productive as our present day 
hybrids," Dewey said. "For one thing, 
prairie grass is a warm season grass. 
Our pasture grasses are cool season 
varieties. 

"Cool grasses become dormant 
during July and August. Prairie grass 
grew best when the soil temperature 
was above 90 degrees." 

Dewey is concerned that one plot 
he is looking at may eventually be lost 
to the incursion of brush and trees if 
the land is not maintained. 

"Prairie fire was once nature's way 
of clearing the ground for the grass 
because it destroyed the growth that 
would crowd it out," Dewey said. "But 
now there is no burnoff. This portion 
of grassland is slowly disappearing and 
will be lost forever ." 

The inclusion of the prairie plot into 
the county park system which the 
conservation board maintains would 
be a logical extension of Hunt's Woods 
and Luckenbill Woods, previously set 
aside for nature study groups. 
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The SCS will name a cocrdinator for ·' 
the organization. 
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A pitch 
for land 
use policy 
ly 101 SOGARD 
Hawk Eye Farm Editor 

The "keynoter" at the legislative 
dinner put on here Tuesday night by 
the Geode Wonderland RC&D was 
Jim Hawkins , Argyle farmer, who 
conceded that Americans tend to 
bristle at the words "Compliance, 
control and regulation " 

Hawkins made an impassioned plea 
for adoption of a state land use policy 

"Those who oppose any form of 
planning the wise use of land stand 
with feet firmly planted on 'my rights.' 
But aren't we being a bit naive in this 
confrontation with nature? Do we fail 
to realize, or don't we wish to a~cept 
the fact that our de tiny is at this very 
moment under the regulation and 
control of reletless, irresistable, 
merciless forces triggered by the time 
clock of nature and its' delicately 
balanced ecological systems?" he 
asked. 

Hawkins and other proponents of 
land conservation through education 
and controls were mostly preaching to 
the converted. Only two of the 10 
legislators with constituents in Area 16 
took part in the meeting at Holiday 
Inn . They were Rep. Clay Spear, D­
Burlington, 85th district, and Rep. 
Arnold Lindeen, R-Swedesburg, 83rd' 
district. 

"I guess it indicates how important 
agriculture is to our legislators," 
commented Ralph Dewey, district 
conservationist. 

Olive Sullivan, chairperson of the 
Des Moines county Resource 
Conservation and Development 
council, opened the meeting with the 
comment that southeast Iowa was 
fortunate in some respects last year 
when this section of the state escaped 
the worst of the heavy rains. "Central 
Iowa had soil losses as high as two 
bushels of soil for every bushel of com 
grown," Mrs. Sullivan observed. 

"We have a tendency to ignore 
problems such as soil loss . Land 
use policy is maligned and 
misunderstood at times. The public so 
often is apathetic and the vocal 
minorities with selfish motives are the 
loudest," she added. "You (legislators) 
represent 2.7 million Iowa residents 
but you also are caretakers of 63 ooO 
square miles of land." ' 

William Vierling, Mediapolis Rt. 2 
district commissioner, showed slide~ 
and graphs to illustrate area land use 
problems. "The 118,000 people living 
on 1,774 square miles of land (in Des 
Moines, Henry , Lee and Louisa 
counties) are trying through regional 
planning organizations to balance the 
development of the land to the 
requirema:t"" d . 
citizens," h~ ;t:t:~l. de~nres ot 1 ts 

Much of the indust f h 
agricultural! . ry o t e area is 
grain and r oriented, ranging from 
t' b . .'Vestock processing to 
Im er Utihzahon d 

Some of the b .an recreation . 
in the world li::\~i~~i~ ~~oducing land 
we also can cl . e area, while 
pOOrest. aim some of the state's 

"Our major agricultural problems in 
land use seem to lie in sediment 
caused by farming practices, 
encroachment of urban uses into 
prime farmland, and need for l~nd use 
conversion to uses better su1ted to 
land capabilities," he added. 

Federal and state cost sharing of 
erosion control practices installed by 
farmers has "been used in a most 
meaningful manner and is truly an 
mvestment rather than an expense," 
Vierling said. 

He showed a series of aerial photos, 
starting with 1941, that illustrated the 
urban sprawl between Burlington and 
West Burlington, and the resulting 
loss of farmland 

Mike Dunn, regional planning 
director, commented that planning 
efforts and governmental servi~•· to 
the public often are stymied by other 
bureaucra~ies, go\'emments, districts 
and agencies. 

"We propose a better arrangement­
a single, one-stop government 
shopping center As a start, once 
RC&D is approved and funded, we 
hope to have the planning commission 
and the RC&D offices together," he 
sa1d. 

Dunn reported on the status of land 
u e legislation House File 505 has 
passed the House but not the Senate 
It provides for a state land use 
commission which may recommend 
guidelines and policies to the 
legislature to be established. 

The recommendations would be 
formulated after hearings by the 99 
county land use commissions 
Amendment.• pending would: 

1. Clarify that elected local officials 
may serve on the state commission, 
but not state or federal counterparts. 

2. Provide for mini-conventions at 
the county level to determine wishes of 
local people. 

3. Designate criteria for critical 
areas. 

4. Limit to 5 per cent the land to be 
designated as "critical areas." 

5. Clarify that the state commission 
recommends to the legislature, rather 
than writing its own rules and policies . 

Adrian Brinck, Lee county 
supervisor and former legislator, asked 
why zoning commissions in each 
county couldn't do the work, rather 
than establish another commission 
Dunn said this is a good point, but the 
legislators apparently feel otherwise. 

Brinck, .eying he was "playing the 
devil 's advocate," claimed that land 
use planning involves zoning and cited 
Black Hawk county, where someone 
moving out of the citv would need 35 
acres for a home site.· Hawkins noted 
that this is only on Class 1 and 2 land 

Brin ck also observed that a 
Muscatine farmer was denied the 
opportunity to reap a "bonanza" when 
the zoning commission refused to let 
the place be operated as a quarry . "If 
government is going to remove profit 
opportunities to landowners, it should 
pay the landowner," he stated. 

Melvin Brown, soil scientist with 
the Soil Conservation ervice, reported 
on the standard soil survey he heads in 
Des Moines county. 

He and Ben~ie Clarks have mapped 
the soi.ls of the IAAP, Washington 
townshtp and two-thirds of Pleasant 
Grove township. They will be starting 
on ~he North Bottoms next year. The 
proJect is to be completed in 1978. Lee 
county has completed its survey 
Henry i.s to start next year and Louis~ 
county In 1978 or '79. 

Dewey commented that theae 
surveys is one place where three levels 
of government are cooperating 
effectively and sharing about equally 
in the costs. 

Duane Toomsen, environmental 
education consultant with the 
Department of Public Inst ruction, 
ob•erved, "We have an opportunity in 
this state to avoid the fate of Babylon, 
the Sahara regions, even Illinois with 
the urban sprawl of Chicago, India 
and other nations that have lost or are 
losing the opportunity to save their 
re~ources." 

He stated that environmental 
education isn't totally protectionist -
i 's also responsible resource 
management. He paid tribute to thP 
late Aldo Leopold, a native of 
Burlington , as one of the fore t 
environmental educators. 

Toomsen also noted that Burlingon 
high school is represented in a new 
federally funded program called 
SCATE- Students Concerned About 
Today's Environment. The BH group 
is studying air quality and the Freon 
hazard to the earth's ozone layer 

About 3,000 Iowa teachers have 
been reached with some kind of 
environmental training and Toomsen 
said this is about 10 per cent while it 
should be in the 65-75 per cent range if 
students are to be made fully aware of 
environmental needs and concerns. 

Dewey said his office will 
summarize the meeting comments for 
the legislators who didn't attend 



Geode 

·Wonderland 

Underway 
Geode Wonderland ts a p ­

proved and ready to go to work 
for people of southeast Iowa, 

1 accordtng to announcement 
Monday by First Dtstrict 
Congressman Ed Mezvlnsky 

~ Geode Wonderland is the 
name of a new Resource Con­

I servatton and Development 

project covermg Des Moines , 
Henry . Lee and Lowsa C'.ounhes. 
United States Department of 
Agnculture has been con ­
sidenng the appllcatton for 
asststance under this program 
which was developed by people 
of the region a year ago . Project 
chatrman, James Hawkins of 
Argyle pomted out that over 70 
applications had been received 
by USDA for projects across the 
country 

"The people of Southeast Iowa 
Area 16 have received a most 
valuable Cltristmas pr esent ," 
Hawkins stated . "The RC&D 
project opens the door to federa l 
t echnical and fi na nci a l 
assistance for m any pending 
projects that local governments 
have bee n unable to ac ­
complish ." 

During th e past year of 
waiting , pro m oters o f the 
project have been accepting 
project measure proposals in 
order to be r eady for a ction 
when the project became ap­
proved. Among these are erosion 
con trol m e a s ures protecting 
public facilities, r oadside and 
steambank erosion control and 
public recreation developments . 

"Officials o f Geode Won ­
derland will be meeting early m 
January to lay pla n s for 
progress in 1976," Ha wktns 
added . "U.S. Soil Conservation 
Servtce offici~ Is will be g uiding 
our activities as we get un­
derway" 

Representtng Des Moi nes 
C.ounty RC&D are C'hatrwoman 
Olive Sullivan , county super­
visor Merle Kelly , Sherman 
Smtth and Milton Dtstelhorst of 
Burltngton , James Settles, 
county conservation board of 
Sperry , and soil conservatton 
district commtsstOner Ray 
Pilling from Mediapolis . 

Banner Year Ex ected 
For Conservation Construction 

Soil conservation practice help 
for Iowa farmers got a btg boost 
this week with announcement of 
stale and federal cost-sharing 
programs for tlus bicentennial 
year 

" early ten million dollars will 
be available to help land-users 
apply erosion control practices in 
1976." Leon Foderberg, of the 
Iowa Department of Soil Con­
servalton announced at Iowa 
Ctty, Thursday A gathering of 
soil conservalton district per­
sonnel m seventeen southeast 
Iowa counties met wtth state 
conservation specialists to gear 
up for what appears to be another 
banner year for construction 
work 

Area Conservationist, Eldon 

Weber , of Fatrlteld com­
plimented the local con­
servationists for th~ success of 
the heaviest workload m district 
history . " Most of our distrtcts 
have exceeded their annual goals 
for terracing and erosion control 
dams m the first six months of 
our fiscal year," Weber cla ims . 
" And it looks like next year can 
be Just as busy." 

Foderberg pointed to the fact 
that the full Agrtcultural Con­
servation Program <ACP J of 

SDA has been released oy 
Congress with Iowa recetving 6.2 
mtllion for 1976 " A pari of this 
allocation will be side-•racked to 
handle new Lon~ Term 
Agreements <LTA'5l," the 
conservationist confirmed 

LTA 's a re contracts wtth the 
Agricultura l tab illzation and 
ConservatiOn e r v ice ! A CS l 
and local farmers , ass uring a 
ftfty percent c os tshare for 
constructing conservation works 
over a penod of three to ten 
years An additional three 
mtllion will be available through 
s tate cos t-share programs. 

" It appears that more con­
tractors may be a vatlable for 
butldtng terraces and struc­
tures." Foderberg c ontmued 
" Curtailing of highwa y con­
s truction will likely brmg some 
roa dbuildtng pe opl e mto the 
conservation construc tion field " 

Des Momes County farmers 
have continued to keep pace with 
the a rea m buildtng tt le ouUet 
terra ces. "Our annual goals 
hould be more than doubled with 

a rcasona ble spring construction 
season." rl is trtc t con ervation 
Ralph j,; Dewey of Burlingtor 
comme nts " We should end the 
fiscal year m June exceeding 
100,000 feet of terrace and con­
trolhng over 2000 acres of erosive 
soil in the county " 

Conserva tion officials of Des 
Moines County will be meeting 
J a nua ry 22, to set local priorities 
for fede ral cos t share fund 

Attending th e Iowa City 
meeting from Des Mon tes County 
were Dewey, soil conservationist 
Debra Brus, and district c le rk 
Dorothy Davis 
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Iowa gets $10 million 
for erosion control 

oil conserva tton pracllce' lor Iowa 
CarmeN were l(iven a boo,! la't week 
with the announcement that nearlv 
, 10 mill ion m state and federal co-t 
. harin l( ero, ion con trol p rograms will 

• be available for thts year 
oil conservatiOn district personnel 

from 17 southeast Iowa counties met 
at Iowa C it y Thur,dav '"th state 
conseT\·ation peciahsh to plan for a 
large construct ion p rol(ram 

Eldon Weber, area conservat ion ist 
from Fairfield, compli mented countY 
worke" for the success of the heaviest 
workload m d ist r ict history " :\,lost of 
our d is tricts have exceeded thetr 
ann ual goal. for terracing and ero,ion 
control dams in the first tx months of 
our Jiscal year" Weber said, "and it 
looks li ke next vear can be JU t as 
buw' 

L eon Foderberl( of the Iowa 
department of "-Oil ron!-ia.rvation ... aid 
Conl('e" has released . 6.2 molhon for 
1976 " A part of thts allocation wlll be 
side-t racked to handle new long-term 
agreements ," he said 

LTA 's a r e co n tracts wtth the 
Al( r icultural Stabiltzation and 
Con se rv a t ion Service (ASC''> and 
local farmer~ as'"uring a cost 

hFlrl' for con truct wn u• con t:"rt 8t lon 

work over a prnod of t hrer to I 0 

vear~ An additional ,3 mtlhon wtll be 
a' ailable through ,ta t e cost-. ha re 
pro~ ram 

"It appears that more con t ractor 
mav be avatlable for bu ilding terrace 1 

and t ruct u re< · Foderberg added 
'Curtailed highway const ruction will 

like!\· brmg some road buolding people 
mto the conserva ti on con. ! r uction 
field' 

Ralph E Dewev, Des :\,l ome 
(countY) d"t rict con. er'vationist, satd 
that tile out let terrace build ing in t hts 
10untv could more t han double wnh 
reasonable spnng const ruct ton sea,on 

"\\'e should end the fi scal vear in 
June exceeding JOO,'JOO feet of terrace 
and rontrolhng more than ~.000 aorr 
ot erosive ... oil in the county." Dev.·ev 
adderl. Con. ervat ton ,ff•ctal gf the 
count\ will meet Thur day to set local 
prwnue- for federal cost-share fund. 

Attendmy the 1 ~\\a C I\ meetmg 
With Drwe\' were otl con<e rvat tom t 

DeLra Brus and di tnct clerk Doroth 
Da\ls · 
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DEEP IN THE WOODS of l.angwood 4-H camp near 
Grandview are. from left. Rollin Swank. asSIStant state con­
servationist. Eldon Weber. area conservationist. Ralph Dewey. 

new coordinator for Geode Wonderland RC&C. and Chucl( 
Cobb. state SCS project planner 

RC&D post 
goes to Dewey 
By 1108 SOGARD 
Hawk Eye Farm Editor 

Ralph Dewey, district s o il 
conservationist here the past sv, 
years, is the new coordinator for Geode 
Wonderland Resource Conservation 
and Development (RC&D prQject . 

Dewey will begin work Feb. 29 in an 
RC&D office to be opened here, it was 
announced Thursday by Eldon Weber, 
Fairfield, area conservationist with the 
Soil Conservation service. The four­
county group was meeting at 
Holiday Inn today to set priorities on 
proposed projects to be sponsored or 
promoted by Geode Wonderland. 

Jim Hawkins, Argyle farmer and 
Lee county soil conservation district 
chairman, is regarded as the George 
Washington of the organization. He is 
cha irman of Geode Wonderland . 
Ralph Dewey, then , might be called its 
Thomas Jefferson. 

Dewey is the principal architect of 
the application, a thick publication 
compiled nearly two years ago that 
won federal approval for the project 
late last year. 

He came here in July of 1969 from 
Sa c Ci ty where he was d istr ict 
conservationist with the SCS for 16 
years . He stated then that work of the 

C was moving toward " resource 
conservation and development of the 
entire community" with a goal of total 
environmental development and 
planning. That, in a nutshell , is the 
goal of Geode Wonderland for Des 
Moir.es , Henry Lee and Louisa 
rountiea. 

Uewey has been with the SCS since 
1949 after graduating from Iowa State 
university with a degree in forestry . In 
addition to his assignments here and 
at Sac City, he has worked in Marion 
and Greenfield. He has supervision of 
Larry Hunt, conservationist for Louisa 
county , and Debra Brus, 
conservationist-trainee with the office 
here. After his promotion is effective 
at the end of the month, a new district 
conservationist will be appointed here. 

Dewey and his wife, Dorothy, live ir 
West Burlington . They have four 
children . In addition to his 
conservation work, he is active in the 
Kiwanis club; a member of the Rusty 
Door Four barbershop quartet; is a 
Mason and is active in the 
Presbyterian church. 

Weber, Dewey, Hunt, Charles Cobb, 
head of SCS state project planning, 
and Rollin Swank, assistant state 
conservationist in charge of RC&D 
projects, visited Langwood 4-H camp 
near Grandview Wednesday. The Iowa 
4-H Foundation and Davenport area 
extension groups are developing the 
wooded area southeast of town and 
hope that an RC&D measure might 
help to build a dam to improve a five 
acre lake at the site . 

Swank and Cobb said that 
recreational lakes generally must be 50 
acres in size and open to the general 
public if they are to share in the 
extremely limited RC&D funds, but 
thPre may be other ways in w~ich the 
coordinator may line up help . 

The group left Hunt at Wapello 
after lunch and looked at tha Franklin 
Township Lake site northwest of 
Burlington. There are three diversion 
dams in place to prevent siltation in 
the lake and Dewey has plans for six 
more on the perimeter of the park. 

"This looks made to order for 
something the RC&D can do right off 
the bat," said Cobb. Swank agreed , 
but observed that erosion control 
structures can't be cost-shared by the 
government unless the land above 
them has at least 75% treatment or 
adequate natural erosion control. They 
found that two or three dams come 
close to qualifying right now, but 
much of the farmland in the watershed 
still isn't adequately treated as 
defined in Iowa 's conservancy law. 
The park is being developed by the 
Des Moines County Conservation 
board . 

RC&D is primarily a catalyst 
organization. The office here will be 
maintained by SCS, but Dewey and 
the council members wHI have to 
depend upon other sources -
government and private - for 
fmances to carry out project measures . 

There are 16 other Iowa counties ' 
involved in the three RC&D projects 
approved earlier . These are 
headquartered at Creston, Centerville 
and Postville. Still pending is the 
application for Pathfinder, serving 
Jefferson, Keokuk , Van Buren, Davis, 
Mahaska and Wapello counties. 
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unit RC&D 
will name 
coordinator 

Thursday will oe see a watershed 
occasion in the life of Geode 
Wonderland when the four-county 
Resource Conservation and 
Development organization gets a full­
time coordinator. 

James R Hawkins, ch!l.irman, said 
the coordinator will be named at a 
meeting at Burlington's Holiday Inn, 
convemng at 10 a .m Thursday. There 
will be representatives of the state 
office of the oil Conservation Service 
here for the sessions that conclude at 3 
p.m. 

The SCS is responsible for 
appointment of the coordinator to 
carry out policies of the executive 
board and county councils . The 
administrator also will handle resource 
development projects and 
conservation plans by seeking federal 
approval, and help from any source in 
implementing them . 

Geode Wonderland was approved 
Dec. 22, 1975, for federal assistance. It 
is the fourth project to be approved in 
Iowa, capping an effort of nearly two 
years to obtain recognition. 

A difficulty is that SCS has 
personnel ceilings and appointment of 
a coordinator here will cut the staff 
somewhere else . But on Thursday, 
Hawkins said, "Project activity will be 
starting immediately The waiting is 
over." 

Eldon Weber , district 
conservationist, has been actmg 
coordinator for the RC&D unit 
covering Des Moines, Lee, Louisa and 
Henry counties. He is expected to be 
on hand Thursday as well as Ch~ck 
Cobb, head of state project planning, 
and Rollin Swank, assistant state 
conservationist in charge of RC&D 
projects. 

Hawkins said priorities for programs 
to improve conditions for living, 
working and recreation in the region 
will be considered. Among the projects 
already being discussed are erosion 
control dams to protect the proposed 
Frnnklin Township lake site; a lake to 
provide drinking water and recreation 
for Salem, Hillsboro and Houghton 
and vicinity; stream erosion control 
and roadside improvements. 

Other Iowa RC&D projects are a 
seven-county area headquartered at 
Creston (Southern Iowa), a four­
county project with office at 
Centerville (Chariton Valley), and a 
five-county area with an office at 
Postville (Upper Explorerland) . An 
application is pending from 
Pathfinder, an area consisting .or 
Jefferson, Keokuk, Van Buren, Davts, 
Mahaska and Wapello counties. 

Dewey Named 
RC&D Coordinator 

Ralph Dewey, D1stnct Con­
servaticmst for the Soil Con­
servation Service <SCS> in 
Burlington, IS being promoted to 
Project Coordinator for the 
Geode Wonderland Resource 
Conservation 'lnd Development 
ProJect CRC&Dl . Dewey will 
begin work in an RC&D office in 
Burlington on February 29. The 
project was authorized for USDA 
assistance in December 

The project is a cooperative 
effort of local people in Lou1sa, 
Henry, Lee and Des Moines 
Counties. Its purpose is to make 
better use of natural resources 
and improve the oconomy of the 
area. 

Dewey has been with the SCS 
since 1949 after graduating from 
Iowa State University with a 
degree in forestry . He was 
District Conservationist in Sac 
City for 16 years and has also 
worked in Marion and Green­
field . 

Geode Wonderland is one of 
four approved RC&D projects in 
Iowa . The Soil Conservation 
Service is charged by Congress 
w1th carrying out RC&D 
programs. 
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Howard Bright 

SCS chief 
appointed 

The new district conservationist for 
the oil Conservation service in Des 
Moines county is Howard Bright, 31 , a 
man who knows his territory. 

Bright will take over here March 
29, just a month after Ralph Dewey 
leaves to become coordinator of Geode 
Wonderland Resource Conservation 
and Development project. 

Now a resident of Iowa City, Bright 
has been district conservationist for 
the past year in Cedar county with his 
office at Tipton. He started with SCS 
m 1970 as a soils scientist in eastern 
Iowa, . erving the area from Dubuque 
outh to Hawk Eyeland. He worked 

with the taudlird oil survey in 
Cedar and John~on counties before 
changing to soil conservationist in 
February of 1975. 

Howard Bright Debra BruJ 

Soil savers 
ore moving 

Soil conservationists moving in, out 
and about Des Moines county "are 
hoping the land is holding in place 
better than they are. 

Ralph Dewey, district 
conservationist here for more than five 
years, has moved out of the Soil 
Conservation service offices in the 
Federal Building to Machinists Hall 
just east of Middletown. He is the 
coordinator of Geode Wonderland 
Resource Conservation and 
Development project. 

Howard Bright, district 
conservationist of Cedar county, will 
be here next week to succeed Dewey. 
He will be on hand for the 
commissioners meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Mar. 31 and the remainder of that 
week then will leave for a honeymoon 
trip. His bride-to-be is Donna Krall of 
Iowa City. 

Latest to receive "marching orders" 
is Debra Brus, soil conservationist 
trainee under Dewey since June 30, 
1975. She will move to Clinton county 
April 9. The office at DeWitt is 
directed by Dean Fisher, district 
conservationist for Scott and Clinton 
counties. 

"I will run the office three days a 
week and the remainder of the time 
under Mr. Fisher's direction," she 
said. She was a student trainee in 
Clinton county last summer, working 
with a soil survey crew out of DeWitt, 
and is a native of Blue Grass in Scott 
county. Debbie is an agronomy 
graduate of Iowa State university and 
may be on her way to appointment as 
the first woman district 
conservatiomst m Iowa. 

- "" L-k Er-
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A native of Greeneville . Tenn , 
Bright graduated from the University 
of Tennessee in 1968 with a B degree 
in agronomy. He has 41 hours of post­
graduate work, at Tennessee and in a 
soils science institute at Iowa tate 
university 

"They are getting into a terracing 
program up in Cedar county, but not 
so much as here," Bright said. He will 
be moving to 1103 Iowa with his wife. 
(He and Donna Krall of Iowa City are 
to be married late in March.) 

Bright is a member of the Soil 
Conservation ociety of Amenca and 
the "'ational Assn. of Conservation 
Districts He like fi•hing, plays 
racquetball and infrequently golfs. 



Soil conservation 
allocations probed 

DE MOINES (UPI)-An investiga­
tion into the distribution of federal and 
state assistance funds for soil conser­
vation projects in Iowa is under way. 

Critics of funding dispersals charge 
the program may be aiding conserva­
tion officers and wealthy landowners to 
the detriment of other property 
holders. 

A final report on the county-to­
county check of reimbursements made 
to land owners for soil conservation 
projects is due in early April, said Dale 
H. Awtry, state executive director of 
the Iowa Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service. 

Awtry said the probe would deter­
mine whether a further investigation 
was warranted, but added so far "no 
gross irregularities" have been noted. 

Nee\ Hill of Stanhope, a district 
ASCS director and a former member of 
the ASCS committee which oversees 
federal farm programs, filed a com­
plaint that set off the investigation 

.J'Ik 1/a. .. ....c f" ~ 
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Conservation 
benefits told 
payoff seen 

Conservation practices paid off last 
weekend during the heavy rains 
throughout Des Moines county. 

From three to seven inches of rain 
were reported by Des Moines County 
Soil Conservation Dist. 
commissioners. 

Ray Pilling, district commissioner 
from Mediapolis, reported that 12 
acres of level crop ground near his 
place was still under water Monday 
morning. He said four inches of rain 
fell in the vicinity. 

Pilling stated that the ground that 
had been worked or tilled the most, 
suffered the greatest damage from 
both erosion and ponding of water. 

Joseph Beckman, district 
commissioner from Sperry, said five 
inches of rain fell on his ground and, in 
some spots, seven inches. He reported 
severe erosion, and said even level 
ground with long slopes wRs scarred 
with networks of gullies . • 

Beckman also stated that much of 
his ground would have been protected, 
had the proposed County 
Conservation/Recreation lake in 
Franklin township been built. Erosion 
control dams are being planned for the 
perimeter of the lakesite. 

Conservation practices paid off 
during this rainfall, accordin~ to 
Howard Bright, district 
conservationist, who reported that 
newly constructed ponds, some as 
deep as 25 feet, were more than half­
full of water after the rains, whereas 
before, they were dry. 

Hill charged conservation officials 
who distribute the funds may be 
favored for federal money for soil Con­
servation projects . Though the law 
does not forbid such a practice, A ill 
made his complaint on "ethical 
grounds" in the hopes of shifting more 
of the cost-share money to landowners 
who otherwise would not make a strong 
soil conservation effort. 

A wtry said decisions concerning use 
of state and federal conservation 
assistance funds ate made locally. 

Local conservation district com­
missioners administering state funds 
were ordered not to receive any of the 
funds the first year Iowa legislated 11 

cost-share program. However, district 
comtmss10ners are not paid a salary 
and currently may be named fund 
receipients. 

James L. Murphy, a Runnells 
farmer and a former ASCS state office 
worker, has suggested allocation of the 
funds on the basis of financial need. 

Iowa was the first state to legislate a 
financial assistance program for soil 
conservation. Since 1973, $3.5 million 
have been paid out, mainly for long­
range practices such as terraces, with 
lesser amounts going to build erosion 
control structures and grassed water· 
ways. 

Iowa Conservation 
Award Winners 

The Iowa Conservation Awards 
winners for Des Moines County 
have been chosen. This awards 
program is sponsored to en­
courage better land use 
programs and environmental 
control on farms by recognizing -

I) owner operated farms -
winner - Henry Dockendorff of 
Danville 

2> landlords and tenants -
winner - Eugene Moore of 
Augusta Township 

3) new soil conservation 
district cooperators - winner -
Herb Dodds - Prairie Grove 
Township. 

The overall winner selected 
was Henry Dockendorff. He will 
be entered in the Regional 
competition. 

These farmers, Henry 
Dockendorff, Eugene Moore, and 
Herb Dodds are to be com­
mended for their efforts in trying 
to conserve their land by using 
conservation practices. They 
stand out as examples showing 
that conservation is an integral 
part of being a progressive 
farmer . 

Soil awards 
deadline set 
The deadline for entering the 1976 

Iowa soil conservation awards program 
is Tuesday. 

!fte competition is sponsored by the 
s01l conservation districts to encourage 
better land use programs and 
environmental control on Iowa farms. 

Recognition will be given in three 
categories: Family-operated or owner­
operated farm , landlords and tenants 
and farmers who have become new soii 
conservation district cooperators since 
Jan. 1, 1974. 

Howard Bright, district 
conaervationist, said anyone interested 
in nominating a farmer or entering the 
contest should contact his office in 
room 230 of the Federal building, or 
phone 71:>4-8983. 

Jolin Baird Jeff krieger 

Extension service and Soil 
Conservation service offices here have 
retained extra help for the summer. 

JOHN E. BAIRD, 20, was named 
the Des Moines county 4-H summer 
aide, it was announced by Don 
Traman, extension council chairman. 
Baird, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Baird, Morning Sun Rt. 1, will be a 
senior at Iowa State university ne~t 
fall. He is majoring in agriculture 
education. 

Baird is an eight-year member of 
the uccessful Farmers 4-H club and 
also was a member of the county 4-H 
council in 1972. His job will include 
helping with the state 4-H conference, 
Bi-County camp, Junior Day camp, 
Burlington ummer extension project 
groups, 4-H project training and the 
D Moines County Fair. 

EFF KRIEGER, 17, a Mav 
duate of Mediapolis high sch~n 

has been named to an engineering 
cooperator position with the SCS and 
will work here this summer. The next 
two summers will be spent in regional 
SC offices and his final summer will 
be in the state office. 

Krieger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd 
Krieger, Burlington Rt. 3, plans to 
enter Iowa tate university next fall in 
the agricultural engineering sequence. 
Howard Bright, district 
conservationist, said the program also 
calls for Krieger to work with the SCS 
for a quarter in each of his last two 
years in college. The young man 
graduated with a 3 8 grade point 
average. 



MEDIAPOLIS , E\1' ERA s- .2 7- 7" 

Pictured at.ove are two fields on the Melvin Ne lson farm northeast of Medoapolo , The mon o.~un lollage 
loolo ha• loHie or rio erosoon from the recent heavy rains , whole the other foeld plowed the convPntional 
w1y lon•ell ha• ravones runnong nor th and south and east and west down the gully . 

inimum Tillage Works 
Althou 'h mmomum ltllage has 

oot \et 'ound ots niche m Des 
I om l ount a fe\\ farmers in 

the ar or usmg 1t on a limited 
number of acres, with 
Slit f~ tory re ults ~lelvm 
• , un. runll\ledtapolis, 1s now 

tP L'COO<I } t~r of usmg 
' mum tolla~<· on a field 
1 he.t I of ht hom~, and has 
only goud to Sa) dbout it 

In the r e t heav) rains. 
e •n od the !'onservation 

toll e fo~l~ ' d!d11 1 wash out m 
the r on but unother field 
plo ed m the conventional 
fa luon ohd wa lo And the 
muumum tollage held \\a even 

lhtr than the olht·r held 
elson 11d as oon as thetr 

Cr(\j wr•r out •n the fall. they 
useo\a clu I'] plow, w lotch "make• 
the doffcttllc< moldboa rd 
plow ""uld \\OI k up tne corn· 
t..l and turn them under, 

rath<r tloan leavmg them on the 
urfac~ the held Then in the 
pnng thev eithPr disc or 

cullivat<•, dPf>l•ndmg on 'which 
macluno the\· have free" 

Wtth mmiinum tillage .Nelson 
feels th~y lnakc •·tel! thps over 
th<· held eausing les. packmg 
cl lh ground And he stresse> the 
'tool' makes the difference m 

usong mmimum 1 illage. 
What started out as an ex­

peroment for the Nelson's' last 
year com·mced h1m mimmum 
hllagc 1s the way to go on all of 
h1 htlly held, 

Another area farmer who is 
liStng mtmmum tillage, for the 
forst tunc thiS year, IS Alvis 
Kramer rural Medoapolis He 
aod he 'do>ccd the stalks and 

chose! plo"t'd" his held so the 
l;l'Ound wouldn't• was h as bad 
Kramer feels to use minimum 
hllage you should ·rea lly have a 
'tdewtnder" or you have (()disc 
more " If you had a stalk cutter, --................................. _ ... . 

1t wouldn' t be as much work ," he 
satd 

Coun ty soil conservationist , 
Howard Bnght , satd he would 
like to see more mmimum tillage 
for erosiOn control in Des Momes 
rounty " It keeps the ground 
from drymg out, and also absorbs 
more moisture." said Bright To 
be considered conservatton 
tillage. the held should have 
about t500 lbs. of roughage per 
acre Bn~tht satd thts amounts 
to chisel plowong and dtscing two 
limes . 

Bnght feels therf' is not much 
mm1mum tollage done m the 
county because of "force of 

habot" and the "fear of being 
d1fferent" He pomted out, " The 
corn grows JlLt as well " 

The only dtfference in growong 
corn "tth mommum tillage IS 

douhlong the wa ter m the her­
btcide Bnght said this could be 
done rather than using tw1ce the 
amount of herbtctde. 

Another reason for avOidi ng 
mmimum ttllage, as elson 
agreed. ts the fact ot looks so bad 
Farmers are used to havmg a 
nice black held where the earth 1 
plowed and dosced till1 t IS fme as 
a garden But Nelson admttted 
the benefits "ere worth the 
unstghtliness 

Officers Elected 
Slate of candidate elected at 

the last RC&D meeting on June 
t6 were • Chairman. Jame 
Hawkins, Vice-chairman, Dale 
Schultz : Trea urer, Ray Pilling, 
and ecretary, De Edwin Wh1te 

Copies of the Plan Design for 
the Geode Wonderland RC&D 
have been printed and were 
distributed at the meeting. The 
plan is complete w1th map , 
problems, mventones as well as 
comm1ttee structures ar.d 
membership 

'I he Budget Committee of 
Dewey, Elliott, and Pilling 
• pcrted the proposed budget of 

I would need a 3 cent per 
c;, " to fund Approved on a 

• on by Elliott. 
, d was rece1ved the Flint 

ll I P •·JCCI Measure has been 
' ''" ed by the state and 

' t•h ' w eligible mea ure. 
I oc county presented a 

l'roject measure for approval It 
involves engineering help for 
watet·lowl wetland development 
wtth high priority status. Ap· 
proved on a motion by Kelly 



Cost Sharing Funds Announced 
Th~ State of Iowa has released 

~ .000.000 for cost shanng to the 
Department of Soil Conser vatiOn 
These fund~ woll be used to assist 
Iowa farmers on eros oon control 
Oes Moones County Soil Con 
se rva toon Dis troct has bee n 
alloca ted 13.000 

To ta ke part in this program, 
farmers must fil e a n a pplica tion 
and be coopcra tmg with the soli 
conserva tion dos tr ic t. In usong 
the funds, pro ontles will be based 
on how well the practice sa tis fi es 
conserva tion need a nd fulfills a 
part of a n overa ll fa rm con­
serva loon plan The practice 
must be apphed to land on 
agncultural use 

The followong conservation 
practoces a re e hgible under the 
cosl-!.ha re progra m terracmg, 
e rosoo n control s tructures, 
nitica l a rea pl a ntong , field 
w ondbrt•a ks. pasture and hay land 
plan t ing. grassed waterways 
doversions a nd tree pla nting · ' 

Des Mo mes County farmers , 
" ho pla n to a pply one or more of 
the a bove practices withon the 
next sox months, may a pply at 
the dos troc t office. Room 230 
~'edera l Buildong, Burlington. 

~ 

Be Wise Advertise 
~ 
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Soil SurveJ 
"Bottoms Out" 

\1appmg and classifymg soils 
os old hat for expenenced Mel 
Brown and Bennie Clarks or so 
they thought until they sank the or . 
soil probes 1nto the old 
Mississippi R1ver bottom . Mel 
and Benme found that mother 
nature doesn' t care how she 
m1xes her soils along the Iowa 
and M 1ssissippi rivers 

Both Mel and Benme got a 
ch-ance to show off some 
unidenbfied river bottom soils 
during their annual field review 
Gilbert Landtiser, Iowa's State 
Soil Scientis t . and Dale 
Lockridge, soil specialist , were 
on hand to participate in the soils 
revtew 

The soH survey review is an 
annua I get together of s01l ex­
perts . They iron out problems in 
sool class1fica hon bv actually 
going to the field where each soli 
occurs. 

Well , our Des Moones County 
soH survey has its problems 
solved for now. but wail until 
they venture southward I bet 
they' ll discover even more new 
soils . Maybe they could name one 
of them " Old Miss silty clay" or 
how about "Old Mess s ilty clay " 

/?t....L~1u...- i .......... 
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Howard Broght , lett. and Roger Cling, rog ht , take a took at conservallon practoces Chng has planntdllr 
the near future . 

The three men stand on the erosion control structu re near the pond to i llustrate it s height . Bright Is b, 
the tole onlet 

l>~rt~ 1u......- f • tV 
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Cling Farm Utilizes 
Conservation Measures 

Roger Chng puts 11, his main 
rea. on for follo-.mg conservation 
measure is to " help those m the 
future" And w1th the 
cooperation of the So1l Con­
enation Serv1ce, headed m Des 

.lo1nes County by Howard 
B11~ht, a comprehen ' IV report 
oC consen-allon planmng can be 
drawn up for any landowner 
nter ted m m unng good soil 

lor future generations. 
Chng, who farms two miles 

ea 1 of . !t'd1apohs. had h1s plan 
drawn h~ former SCS d1rector 
Ralph Dcwe} m larch of 1974. 
Dnght sa1d they •·work w1th the 
lando" ne r to make the 
d c1s1ons", usm g al te rna t ive 
trt!alments lor problem land 1f 
nee ssary Included in the 
ron ·en a lion plan are areas 
\1 tuch nero correchon. what 
treatment IS needt'd . and ten­
~llve \Cars for doing the con­
en •liOn v.ork 
In Chng's program. 22 acres of 

rontounng are planned. and 16 of 
lh m ha' e been completed For 
l'li 3400 feet of terraces were 
called for , and so far 2450 feet 
haH· be<>n butlt. Tihng , mainly 
for the terrace,, ha amounted to 
1475 le<>t 

fhe SCS off tee keeps a copy of 
the plan at thetr offtce and 
rerords ~ch ttme conservation 
work has been completed m an 
area Ftrst project to be com­
plell'<l by Chng was a pond wtth 
terractng and two acres of 
\ltldhfe habtlal It serves as an 
ero ton control measure 
recr •at tOnal facthly , and wale; 
upply for livestock. Near the 

pond t> an eroston control 

1)) ..i 

tructure whtch ts the equtvalent 
of an extra large terrace Cling 
satd Lawrence Whipple 
!\lediapolis, did all of the 
terracmg and butldmg the pond 

The terracl!l; located in the 
gently slopmg fteld were •· verv 
easy to build", according to 
Bright ' !\lost farmers wait until 
fall when its hard to get a con­
tractor, ' satd Bnght of the fi eld 
terraces He feel tt would be 
beneficial to plant wheat or oats 
and do the work tn the ummer 
v.hen the contractors a re more 
avatlable Al ternat tvcs to fteld 
terrace are rotation, as opposed 
to continuous row, or mtnimum 
hlla ge 

Bright satd the genUe slopes 
fool farmers as to the amount of 
soil lost each year He estim~te · 
12 to 13 tons of topsoil are lost 
each year per acre on th 
average farmland . " It takes two 
bushels of topsOil to grow one 
bushel of corn ,' he said When 
losmg topsoil , you Jose nutnents 
and fertilizer " You gain a lot 
wtth conservation , even tl C'J 

can't see tt " " 
Bes ide helptng the future 

fa rmers Cling also feel s usmg 
good conservation measurl!l; will 
slow down the water, cut down 
sheet erosion, and " help the 
farmer next to htm" by cutting 
the water flow to his farm "It 
also helps the lakes and rivers , · 
said Chng 

Bnght sa td he believes if you 
ca n keep the sot! from erodtng, 
you can butld up the topsoil. He 
pointed ou t Iowa has lost about 
hah tls ongmal topsoil , from 12-
15 mch v. hen tl was pra ine to 

on!: ; tnchc on the a verage 
00\\ 

Some landO\\ ners may have 
had con. en ·a tton pla ns dra\\n up 
several year · ago, which mav 
need to be upda ted Landowner=.. 
who ha ve never had a ny program 
drawn up rna " i. h to contaclthe 

CS off tee on the . econd floor of 
the Fede ral Butldmg m 
Burlington for morP mformattOn 
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Vacancy 
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Com 11 lllr .J c:k Jatnh 
\\cl ciPJXIHlll'tl '" I'IJ4 lo fill n 
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th t• hiHh lo\\ a Gene,nl ,\s,embl) 
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lk !-o .:\ lotrws ( OUIII\ l'Oill 

lUI SIOill'l \\Prl' t•Jt.•tlt•d oll 

t•mm t) farm mt.•c· m~-; 

o nun t· th~n onr t:om 
IHISSIOIH.'I 111-.1\ bt• elt•rtt•d frnm 3 

lflglt· lO\\ 11! t{tp 
omtnatto11nf tandtdalt>s h.1 ll 

he "'""" Ill p<·ltllOil or _; 

oil funds released 

rg altHl' ol Pllglble 'ote1 
Pt•trllOil"' IHU t ht• hied \\ tth the 
tounl\ ,mdrtm IJ\ , l' ph..·tuht·r R 
l 't'ifl \n Phgr blt• \ote1 s~il not 
rgn rn .m. otlt' ~ t·ar tht· 

nnmrnattng (l('lllwu vi a numbt· J 
ol t'ttmhdtlll'"' gn· Jlt·t than tht· 
uumht•t ol t.•ommtsswnl•rs to lx.• 
t• l£•r·tc•d tn thctt \l'.tl 

The •late of Iowa has released $4 
rntllion for cost sharing to the 
Department of oil Conservation 
The<e lund• will be used to assist Iowa 
forme" in eroston control. Des Moines 
County oil Conservation Di trict has 
heen .llocated. 13,000 

1 o take part in this program, 
farme"' must file an application and 
be cooperating with the soil 
<onser\'ation di. trict . In using the 
fund,, priorities will be based on how 
"' II the practice satisfies a ------------

I 
I 
I 

conserv&tion need and fulfills a part of 
an overall farm conservatton plan . The 
practice must be applied to land in 
agncultural use 

The following conservation practices 
are eligible under the cost -s ha re 
program : terracing, erosion control 
structures , critical area planting, field 
windbreaks, pasture and ha y land 
plant, gra sed waterways, dtversions 
and tree plantmg 

Des Momes county farmers who 
plan to apply one or more of I he above 
practices within the next six months 
may appl) at the district cffice, Room 
230 Federal Building, But tugton 
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Conservation comissioner 

needed 

Des Moines County will Deed two soli 
conservation district commissioners 

William VIerling, chairman o1 Dee 
Momes County Soil Conservation District 
commissioners, bas 8JlDOUDCed that be 
'A-111 not seek ~ectlon as district 
rommissioner Vierling bas served the 
dtstrict as commissioner since 1m and u 
chairman of the district since 1974 

Commissioner Jack Jacobs was ·~ 
pointed in 1974 to !ill an unexpll'ed term 
and he too will not seek ~ectloo. ' 

Regular term ol office Is six yean 
However, one of the vacancies will be lor 
two years, fllling out an unexpired term o1 
appointment. 

Election of the dtstrict commlsslonen 
will be in the No' ember general election 
in accordancs with HF S4 passed by the 
66th Iowa General Assembly This IJ a 
change from previous commissioner 
elections where Des Moines County 
commissioners were elected at county 
!arm meetings. 

o more than one commissioner may 
r- elected from a single township 

'lomination of candidates shall be 
m de by a petition of 25 signatures o1 
eltgtble voters. Petitions must be !Ued 
with the county auditor by September 8, 
1976. An eligible voter shaU not sign in any 
one year the nominating petitions o1 a 
number of candidates greater than the 
number of commissioners to be elected in 
that year. 

01 ht•r I ., ~tuttle> t'uunl\ ::.uti (on 
servation District commisSioners not up 
lor re-election are Dwight Stucker, 
Pleasant Grove Township ; Ray Pilling, 
Yellow Springs Townslup ; and Joseph T 
Beckman, Franklin Township 

For further information contact the Des 
Momes ;ounty Soil ConservaUon District 
office, Room 230 Federal Building, 
Burlington. 



Conservation 
posts open 
for elections 

Des Moines county will need two 
soil conservation district 
commissiOners. 

William Vierling, chairman of Des 
Moines County oil Conservation 
Distri ct commissioner&, has 
announced that he will not seek re­
election as district commissioner . 
Vierling has served the district as 
com missioner since 1972 and as 
chairman of the district since 1974. 

Commissioner Jack Jacobs was 
appointed in 1974 to fill an unexpired 
term, and he too won't seek re­
election 

Regular term of office IS six years, 
but one of the vacancies will be for two 
years, to fill a vacancy. 

Election in November 
Election of, the district 

commissioners will be in the 
ovember general election in 

accordance with with HF 54 passed by 
the 66th Iowa General Assembly. This 
is a change from prev1ous 
commissioner elections where Des 
Moines county commissioners were 
elected at county farm mee ings. 

o more than one commissioner 
may be elected from a single township. 

ominat10n of candidates shall be 
made by a petition of 25 signatures of 
eligible voters. Petitions must be filed 
with the county auditor by Sept. 8. 

Nomination restriction 
An ehgible voter shall not sign in 

any one year the nominating petitions 
of a number of candidates greater than 
the number of commissioners to be 
elected in that year. 

Other district commissioners not up 
for re.election are Dwight tucker, 
Plea ant Grove township· Ray Pilling, 
Yellow pring township; and ,Jrseph 
T. Beckman, Franklin township. 

For further information contact he 
Des ~1oines County Soil Conservation 
District office , Room 230 Federal 
Building. Burlington. 

conservation 
speech contest 
"Soil Conservation- Lifeline to Con­

tinue:! Prosperity" will be the topic for 
the lln6 Soil Conservation Speech Contest 
to be sponsored by the De.; Molnfll Coun~y 
Soil Conservation District. The contest 1s 
open to all junior and senior hillh school 
studmts as well as 1!176 hllth school 
1Q"8duates that reside in Des Moines 
Cowty 

The rej!ional and state levels of the 
contest are co-sponsored by tbe Lad ies 
Auxiliary of the Iowa Association of Soil 
Conservation District Commislim ers and 
the Grinnell Mutual Rei nsurance Com­
pany, GriMell, Iowa. 

Tile winner of the local contest to be 
held on October 'r1 at 7:45P.M- will ad­
vance to the rfltional competition which 
will be held in November. The state 
contest will be held on November 29 at the 
Annual Conference of Soil Conservat ion 
District Commissioners in Des Moines , 
Iowa. 

First, second and third place winnen 
of the local contest will win $15, $10 and $S 
respectlvely. The rel(ional prizes will 
consist of $30, 5'20 and $15. The firs t place 
winner in the state contest wUI receive a 
$300 coUel(e scholarship and $110 ln cash. 
The second and third place awards in the 
state contest will consist rJ $85 and $60 in 
cash respectively. 

Anyone mterested in enterlnl( the 1976 
Soil Conservation Speech Contest may 
oblam information from lbe Des Moines 
Cowty Soil Conservation District office, 
Room 230 Federal 'Buildinl( in Btrlinl(ton. 
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Sotl sc•enttsls conducting the present Des Mon~es County so1t survey 
are Benny Clarks, nght, and Mitt Brown, left . Their oH1ce is in the 
Federal Butld tng, Burlington 

;: -{..__ 7-U7r. 

Soil Scientists Get 

The Low Down On Soil 
You farm it, you garden 1t, and 

you travel on it every day, but not 
many people know much about 
the composition or origin of soil. 
Soil scientists are now at work m 
Des Moines County mapping 
basic soil facts , including a map 
drawn on an aerial photograph 
showmg the location of each kind 
of soil and a report describing the 
characteristics of each. 

BeMy Clarks and Mel Brown 
have mapped 90,000 acres of Des 
Momes County's 261 ,000 acres, 
and are in their second field 
season They have completed 
Washingt~n Township, Pleasant 
Grove Township, most of Huron 
Town hip, half of Tama Town­
ship, and the Ordinance Pla nt 
area They are now working in 
Tama, and will try to finis h it 
after the crops are out. They 
estimated by the time they are 
done with the entire county they 
will have 60-80 different types of 
soil mapped 

Some of the most common 
soils, reported the soil scientistS, 
are Taintor, Mahaska, Clinton, 
Lindley, Chequest, and Wabash. 
The flat , dark soils around 
Mediapolis a re Tainter, a da rk , 
poorly dramed soil formed in 
loess, a wmd blown material , 
and Mahaska , a somewhat poorly 
drained, nearly level soil. In the 
rolling areas, such as the bluffs , 
they have mapped Clinton and 
Lindley most often. Clinton is a 
light soil, moderately well 
drained, formed in loess, and 
Lindley IS a light, well-drained 
soil, formed in glacial till . On the 
Mississippi bottoms, Chequest is 
often found . It is dark, formed in 
water-laid material, alluvium 
Wabash, also fou nd frequently on 
the bottoms, IS slightly darker, 
also formed by alluvium, and 
higher in clay content. 

Mel Brown pointed out the soils 
below the kunk R1ver have a 
higher clay content, and above 
the Iowa R1ver the clay content is 
lower 

One of the new soils the sur­
veyors found m the Mississippi 
bottoms was class1fled as Viele . 
It is like Chequest with a dark 
surface, but is not as deep 
Although the soil didn ' t fit 
exactly into any classification, 1t 
was named Viele, since it was the 
closest. They said they found 
about 200 acres of soil m this 
cl<~ssifica lion. 

In their surveymg, the men 
found some areas thev feel are 
being " cropped more i~tensively 
than should be", mostly in a reas 
where Clinton so1l is found This 
is m ridgetops and steep areas 
Brown suggested usmg more 
mmimum Ullage , a nd 
mechanical practices such as 
contouring and terracmg. They 
also said there are a few areas 
which could be farmed that are 
presently in timber Such areas 
are small plots of dense timber 
which could be cleared, but no 
single large area . 

The best land for farmmg, said 
Brown, IS Mahaska, found in the 
nearly flat area east or 
Mediapolis, with gentle slope$ 

In their soil survey report, they 
will rank each soil on a scale of 5 
100, a corn suitability rating. w1th 
the higher number better suited 
to row crops. Most of the soils 
have already been mapped and 
rated elsewhere, so it is not a new 
job for the surveyors 

Soil surveys not only help the 
farmer , but provide information 
for homeowners, potential 
homeowners, engmeers, and ·oil 
conservation districts . For rural 
builders , a soil survev will 
provide you w1th information on 
the capacity of the 011 to ab orb 
effluent Some soils are un­
suitable for absorption fields 1f 
they are not porous, have a high 
water table, have steep slopes, or 
are subject to flooding. 

Soil properties are a major 
cons1deralion for all building 
construction Swelling and 
shrinking of certain k1~ds of clay 
soi ls may crack wall and 
foundations Flooding or high 
water tables may flood 
basements or damage· buildmg 
and other installations. 

Soi 1 surveys can help •D 
evaluating the suitability .( a 
tract of land for the intended usr 
before buying They can a~o 1x: 
used to determine the polen~ I 
tree , crop, or forage product ~ 
of soils on woodland. farrn r 
ranch 

Nter the survey in D~'> loliii'­
County is completed. Bro~•· sad 
there will be copies available lo 
the meantime, anyone •lh • 
question can stop by the1r elf 
on the second floor of the Fede:> 
Bu1ldmg in Burlington 

Brown lives m West Bu liJ11 
and has beeh a soil scient• t 
1963. He has helpe IIIIP 
Madison, l\11tchell, Ben!OII. lllll 
Howard counties . Clark• sun 
as a soil scientist in 1967 Ht 
been mvolved m the mappmc i 
Kossuth and Plummet! COlli 
m Iowa Clarks li · 
Burlington 

Cost of the soil survey 1 shll!d 
by the Federa,l gover tnt 
state, and county Th~rty dlr 
counties m Iowa have co ldll 
and publi hed soli survey 
and field work has bet 1 CGID' 
pleted m 23 other counti 



Jim SeHies st•nds on a small Sill deposit area , part of the larger silt pond . The dam IS in the background , 
justrecenlly completed as part of the necessary measures in making the Franklin Township Lakes1te a 
rNiity 

nstruct Si It Ponds 
For Franklin Lakesite 

1 hree of 1xteen 'Ill ponds are 
arly cnmplf>ll'<l at the Franklin 

'o\\n h1p Lake 1te area. but J1m 
,eltle head of the County 

lonSI'I>RIIOn Bnard prl'<licted it 
Will be l\\o years before the 
pond are < ompleled 

Th lit ponds are s1lt control 
>lructu~t· pla<·t>d around the 
edee ol th<• lake 1te. in major 
ravm The largest sill dam 
took two month:, to complete 
They pr~wnt th<• lake from 
Cilhng \\ 1th Slit, smce 11 wHI go to 
the hottom of the silt ponds first 
Th <· poud will be stocked with 
catfi h blu<·g•ll. and bass. 
reported Scttl . available to 
h herman 

office". all ready to go upon 
approval by the State Con­
servation Commis ·•on After the 
state agency okays the site and 
plans, the bids on the dam can be 
sublet accordmg to Settles 

In October the conservation 
board wHI be buildmg a mam­
tenance shed near the lakesite. 
and during the winter will be 
buildmg a serv1ce road all along 
their fence hne Settles said they 
would soon be poshng signs to 
prevent unauthorized vehicles 
from entering the serv1ce roads 
People will be allowed to walk 
through, and horses will be 
allowed, he said. but no drivmg 

Another proJect in the Franklin 
Township area IS a nursery for 
dog vood Jr.d flo' eri • · t 

trees . The board planted the 
seedhngs on four acres of ground , 
to be transplanted to the mam 
entrance of the park someday 
The seedhngs were donated by 
the Burlington K1wanis Club. 
said ettles. 

Other projects underway are 
the Waters Roadside Park at 
Danville, remodeling the 
caretakers house at Star's Cave, 
and instalhng steps to the cave 
1tself 

Settles reported recently the 
state acquired 111 acres near the 
Skunk River of Ordinance Plant 
timber. with the mtenhon of 
turmng it over to the County 
Conservahon Board as a natural 
area 
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S1x priva!e landowners still 
lll'ed to mstall eros1on control 
mea ures s81d • ettles to hE>Ip 
brmg the project to the 7fi percent 
~ros10n control mark needed to 
get fully unden,ay When 75 
per<·<·nt of the land is under 
eros10n control the major dam 
can be built and water im­
pounded Settles sa1d they have 
the P!'Cihcalions for the dam 
construction "in a safe m the Soil conservation speech subject 

" oil Conservation - Lifeline to 
Continued Prosperity" 1s the topic for 
the 1976 oil Conservation peech 
Contest to be sponsored by the Des 
Moines county sod conservation 
district The contest is open to all 
junior and senior high school stC~dents 
as well as 1976 high school graduates 
who re•ide in Des Moines countv. 

The regional and state level; of the 
contest are co-sponsored by the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Iowa Association of 

oil Conservation D1stnct 

Commissioners and the Gnnnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Co., Grinnell, 
Iowa. 

The winner of the local contest lo be 
held Wednesday at 7:45 p.m will 
advance to the regional competition in 
.>Jovember The state contest will be 
held on ov. 2~ at the annual 
conference of soil conservation district 
commissionen~ in Des Moines . 

First. second and third place 
winnef' of the local contest will wm 
~15 . $10 ;md ~5 respectively The 

reg1onal prizes will consist of ,30, '20 
and $15. The firl't place winner in the 
state contest will receive a S300 college 
scholarship and, 110 in ca•h. 

Second and third place awards m 
the state contest will consist of , 5 
and . 60 in cash respectively 

Anyone interested in entermg the 
contest muy obtain information from 
the Des Moines county sod 
conservation district office, Room 2.10 
Fed al Ruilding in Burlington. 



Land use questiOns for board candidates 
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, I prr;t•ntntron and qw·.~llon.'f on 
/untl uu· ltm ,, lwrn prt·parf'rl b-., 
jolr11 .lohn,,m, llurltnfllfln fiUUtant 

1"1/l pltlllftt•r for ri''P""'" In 
rounl\ •iUpl·n·uor rnndidali'' 
toniglll Orra.'untJ u Canrlidat('.f 
\ 'iflhl at 7 "'r/m·k fll tlrr• nancf' 
/11111 m P:a::.' )nhn .um rf>prt• .firnt'f 
thr• f'nt·rronnt~·ntal Pnllutlon 
f'ontml Cnunctl - F:'tl, 

As you gentleman may be aware, 
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Des Momes county is w1thout any 
effective means to control land 
development in the rural areas of our 
county. 

The citizens of Des Moines county, 
two-thirds of which reside in 
Burlington, have witnessed the 
contmual haphazard conversion of 
pnme farm land into unrelated 
commercial and residential uses. We 
have seen taxes go up as it becomes 
more and more expensive to provide 
required government services, such as 
road and road repairs, police and fire 
protection and related governmental 
services to these scattered de"eloped 
areas in the county. 

Citizens of the county watch as our 
environment is adversely affected by 
uncontrolled, unplanned development 
through soil erosion losses, losses in 
ground cover and wildlife habitat, air 
and dust pollution caused by 
increased rural auto and truck traffic, 
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in addition to rural vandahsm and 
littering. 

Much if not all of these problems 
can be (IJ'eatly re~uced with proper 
land pee poJicles bMed upon a sound 
comprehensive pfan for the county 
The League of Women Voters, the 
spo nsors of this event, strongly 
support and I quote: "land use policies 
and powers needed to foster an 
optimum balance between human 
needs and environmental quality." 

Such land use planning, or zoning, 
or land use policy formulation, 
however it may be termed, can, when 
properly developed, balance this 
county's human needs with the strong 
need to preserve our valuable natural 
resources and environment. 

As a candidate for the Des Moines 
county board of supervisors, you must 
have given the important issue of land 
use some considerable thought. What 
are your specific plans to deal with 
land use, assuming you are elected? In 
other words, do you favor land use 
planning and what precisely are you 
going to do about it? 

In a relatively brief time span, the 
,servation Se~ will have 

completed'7"1l!tft' soiT' inventory 
survey for Des Moines county. With 
this information transferred to maps, 

it will be precisely known where all of 
our best farm land IS throughout the 
county. 

This information will also locate 
areas that have septic system 
problems, and where soil erosion 
problems are likely to occur This 
information on soil types and 
information on transportation and 
utilities capabilities. coupled with 

clear ,tatements on the county's 
housin~. recreation, and commercial 
needs can lead to a land use plan that 
can make 'ense for Des Moines county 
future development 

Do you favor having such a plan 
developed, or do you favor continuing 
without any plans and land use 
controls for the c·ounty and what is 
your timetable for implementing land 
use planning for the county? 
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It's a had yea for soil erosion 
lly HOWARD BRIGHT 
District Conservationist 

Early harvest ond dry weather' are 
cau~ing concern among soil 
conservationists in Iowa about erious 
soil erosion Their main worry is that 
soybean and corn lond will be plowed 
afier harve~t. expo~ing the soil to the 
wind and rain this fall and next 
sprin~. 

"We had a fall like this last year, 
and more than eight million acres of 
land was fall plowed and opened up to 
,.;nd ero 10n 1uch of that did blow, 
an~ we had du t in the air and soil 
p1led up in road ditches last winter. 
1\ e'd like to keep that from happening 
agam," ays William Brune, state 
conservationi t for the U. . oil 
Con. rrvation Service ( C ) . 

The ero. ion problem has already 
bern aggravated by the dry weather 
this year The drought has encouraged 
farmer to chop corn for silage, a 

Howard 

Bright 

process !,hat uses all the plant. 

leave ground protected 
Brune urges farmers to leave 

cornstalk and beanstalks on top of 
the ground for soil protection. 
"Research bows there's no yield 
advantage from fall plowing soybean 
land," Brune says. "And if tillage is 
done on corn land, we hope it's some 
kiond of reduced tillage that doesn't 
bury all the corn re idue and destroy 

Toothpaste test 
for soil savers 
ly 11011 SOGARD 
Hawk lye Farm Editor 

PLEAl:>ANT GROVE - Curt 
Ei&entnayer posed the toothpaste test 
at the county soil conservation awards 
~anquet Wednesday night at the 

hinar Cumberland Presbyterian 
hur<h . 

The Henderson county, Ill , 
nten 1on director suggested that the 
people who pinch the rear end of the 
tube art' conservationists as compared 
with th e who squeeze the middle. 

The eumple wa one of several he 
used to illustrate the principles of 
cona~rvat1on. Another is the motori t 
who &Witches to a smaller car. 

"He make fewer trips to the gas 
atatiun, but he sacrifices carrying 
rapacity He conS'erves energy, 
perhap U\ the expense of cqnvenience 
or comfort," the speaker observed. 

'ue Baldwin, conservation teacher 
and &Mi tant district commissioner, 
••ud he gained space by getting a 
compact atation wagon but, because of 
ill&i7e, tends to drive defensively . 

E1aenmayer quoted a standard 
definition of conservation: Planned 
management of a natural resource to 
prevent exploitation, destruction or 
neglect. 

In this connection, he cited the 
difference between timber 
cona~rvation as practiced by the 
USDA's Forestry ervice, which 
promotes managed cutting, and the 
National Parks erv1ce (Interior 
Dept.) that recognizes only recreatiOn 
l1lel and won't cut trees before they 
die 

"I believe in managed cutting and in 
managed uae of soil too but 
motivation is the bi~ problem 
How can we convince farmers to use 
conservation tillage such as chisel 
~~::;ng or no-till practices '!" he 

Eisenmayer told of tests made in 
~enderson county in 1967 involving 
.. ~erent crops and no-tillage methods. 

0 alfalfa, production actually was 
cut but on cornstalk ground we had 
148 buahela per acre," he said . Use of 

disks in various combinations brought 
yields of 140 and 135 bushels and 
moldboard plowing in the same fie:d 
brought 127-bushel yields. 

"Yet this farmer hasn't done any 
more of this (no-till) Why? We have 
to do a better job of motivation. We 
know that the conventional method 
works, so we keep on, even though 
plowing straight up and down the hills 
is costing irreplncable soil." 

The advantages of minimum tillage 
or no-till include reduction of both soil 
and water losses, but there are 
probfems, the spea ker noted . 
Difficulties include application of 
anhydrous ammonia, with stalks on 
the surface, the buildup of diseases, 
phosphates and insects as well as 
po sible weed problems 

" o the way to go is to try it on a few 
acres, to solve the problems as you go 
along," he said 

Howard Bright, district 
con ervatiomst, said Des Moines 
county will have a no-till planter 
available next season for those who 
want to experiment 

There will be an informal meetmg at 
7:30p.m. Nov 22 at Mediapolis school 
to di scuss no-till practices, Bright 
sa1d "We need five or six years of 
study on this," Bright said, "but the 
potential is there to Increase 
product ion while saving soil." 

Wilham Vierhng, commissioner 
serving as master of ceremonies , 

what soil protection there was." 
C agronomist John Maddy says 

the key to stopping wind erosion on 
flatter soils is to leave at least half of 
thi year's residue on the soil surface. 

"If you leave half of this year's 
stalks on top of the ground , you stop 
most wind erosion. And you generally 
cut water erosion in half. The amount 
left is the key, rather than the 
machine used ." 

Maddy says the chisel plow, an 
increasingly popular substi tute for the 
moldboard plow, is a good tillage tool. 
It leaves residue on the soil surface, 
and you can take advantage of its 
ridging by chi.;el;ng perpendicular to 
prevailing winds . 

Ove r-chiseling harmful 
"But you can't go across a field too 

many times. Farmers who chisel two 
or three t1mes bury most of the1r 
residue, too. Especially on soybean 
ground Last vear sovbean ground 

that was over-chiseled blew nearly as 
badly 'Bs conventionally plowed 
ground." 1'\ 

orne fall plowing has already been ' 
done in the state. The advantage is ~ 
that some soils "work up" better for 
spring planting, and the work can be '1:) 

done in the fall when the farmer has 
more time. 

"But our topsoil simply won 't last if 
we keep losing it at our present rate," 
Brune . ays. "On unprotected sloping 
soils. we've got only six to eight inches 
of topsoil left. We're losing an inch of 
that every 12 years. If it stays dry, 
we'll probably have wind eros1on. If it 
rains, we get water erosion. oil 
protection is the answer." 

Information on crop re si dJe 
systems, called "conservation tillage" 
or "minimum tillage," is available 
from your local soil conservation 
district office There's an office in 
every county 

CONSERVATION WINNERS, Herb Dodds at left and Henry DockenaGm, nght, 

dissuss the1r farm plans with Jack Jacobs. district commissioner. who presented 
the awards 

welcomed two newly elected 
comm1 1oners They are Clyde herer 
and Rex Troute, both of Rt. 1, who for 
the first time were elected at a general 
election. herer immediately succeeds 
Jack Jacobs , who was filling a 
vacancy, and will serve two year~. 
Troute will begin a s1x-year term next 
January, succeeding Vierling. 

Purpose of the evening was to 
recognize farmers named 
conservationist.• of the year for the 
county in three categories. Owner­
operator landlord-tenant and new 

Jt-11-7 {, 

coopers tor. 

Henry Dockendorff, who farms 258 
acres near Danville, won owner­
operator award. 

Eugene Moore, landlord, and Lloyd 
and Gary Beckman, tenants, were 
c1ted for a 200-acre farm in the former 
Augusta township, south of the 
blacktop road to Geode state park. 

Herb Dodds, who signed up a 
70-acre farm in Pleasant Grove 
town hip in 1975, was cited in the new 
cooperator category. 



No-Till Meeting 
At High School 

A meetmg to inform fa rmers 
and mterested persons on " n(}otill 
farming" will be held a t the 
Media polis High School on 
Monday evening, November 22, 
at 7;30 p.m., announced Howard 
Bnght, director of the Soli 
Conservation Service in Des 
Moines County 

Bob Jones of the Ortho 
Chemical Company will attend 
the meetmg to give a s lide 
presentation on no-till 
operations. Ortho Chemica l has 
agreed to furnish a n(}olill planter 
for county farmers, to be 
stationed in the a rea . 

Following the slides, there will , 
be an mforma l discussion on no­
till fa rming 

SOIL CONSERVATION OFF ICE RS . These officers, bolh newl y e lected and outgoing , attended the 
annual conservation awards banquet la st Wednesday. Left to right . Harold Linder, secretary, Sperry ; 
Jack Jacobs, outgoing commissioner, Burlington ; Clyde Sherer, newly elected commissioner, 
Burlington ; Susan Baldwin, ass istant commissioner, Burlington ; Bill Vierling , chairman, Mediapolis ; 
Ray Pilling , commissioner , Mediapolis ; Barbara Bonnett , assistant commissioner, newly appointed , 
Burlington ; Dwight Stucker, commissooner, New London ; Joe Beckman, commissioner, Sperry ; and 
Horace Sutton , treasurer, Burlington . 

Evervont• i. welcome to attend 

No- Tillage Talk At 
Conservation Banquet 

Main toptc of Curt Eisen­
mayer's speech to the con­
servation group was n(}otill or 
minimum ti llage at the annual 
conserva tion awards banquet 
last Wednesday evening, 
November 10. Eisenmayer is the 
Henderson County, Ill , extension 
director. He said farmers need to 
oo a better job of cultivation, 
trying the no-till method on a few 
acres, solving the problems as 
they go. 

William Vierling, Mediapolis, 
served as master of ceremorues, 
and welcomed two newly elected 
commissioners · Clyde Sherer 
and Rex Troute, both of Rl. 1 
Burlington. Sherer immediately 
succeeds Jack Jacobs, who was 

filling a vacancy, and will serve 
two years . Troute will begin a 
six-year term next January , 
succeeding Vierling 

Purpose of the evening was to 
recognize farmers named con­
servationists of the year for the 
county m three categories · 
Owner -operator , Landlord ­
tenant, and new cooperator . 

Henry Dockendorff, who farms 
258 acres near Danville , won the 
owner-operator award 

Eugene Moore, landlord . and 
Lloyd and Gary Beckman, 
tenants, were cited for a 200 acre 
farm in the former Augusta 
township, south of the blacktop 
road lo Geode tate Park 

Herb Dodds, who signed up a 70 

acre farm in Pleasant Grove 
township in 1975, was cited in the 
new cooperator category 

Recognizing 
soil savers 

The annual conservation awards 
banquet of the Des Moines 
Conservation District will be held at 
Shinar Cumberland Presbyterian 
church, Pleasant Grove, at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

The Iowa Soil Conservation Awards 
program honors those who have done 
outstanding work toward soil and 
water conservation . Henry 
Dockendorff and Eugene Moo~e. both 
Danville rural , and Herbert Dodds, 
New London rural, will be recognized, 
respectively, in the owner-operator 
division , the landlord-tenant division 
and the new cooperator. 

Curt Eisenmayer, Henderson county 
extension director, will present the 
evening's program. 

-Ji ~~ 
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No-till system interests 
Hawk Eyeland farmers 
ly 101 SOGARD 
Hawk lye Farm ldltar 

Conservation tillage - including 
no-till ~ is gaining a lot of interest in 
Hawk Eyeland, spearheaded by 
district conservationist Howard 
Bright. 

A recent meetmg at Mediapolis 
drew 69 persona, most of them 
intereated in some form of soil-saving 
tillage practice. Bill Vierling, district 
chairman, expressed his personal 
support and Bright explained the 
value of zero tillage in terms of 
preventing soil eroaion on cropland. 

"On 5% slopes, soil erosion can be 
cut to near zero soil loss with 'no­
tillage ' Thts ts a big different when 
considenng conventional tillage erodes 
23 tons ot aoi I per acre per year on 5% 
slopes if fall plowed up and down the 
hill," Bright said. 

''Not only does no-till reduce soil 
loss to mintmum leveles but it 
increases water infiltration and 
reduced runoff from cropland . By 
using no-tilla~e. Des Moines county 
could qutckly protect most of the 
valuable farm land from destructive 
aoil erosion," he added. 

Thia would also have the added 
benefit of cleaning up streams of soil 
particles and dangerous chemicals 
that attach themselves to soil 
particles Bright stated. 

"Millione of dollars could be saved 
1n dredging operations alone, 
eapecially m the Mississippi river," 
Bright sa1d. 

Ortho offer~ planter 
Boll Jones, Ortho Chemical Co. 

representattve, showed slides on 
aeveral no.till plota in this area. He 
nplained that equipment costa could 
be cut drastically because no-tillage 
requires only a special planter and a 
tractor. Time is saved as well, because 
{ewer field operations are needed. 

Yields are comparable with 
conventional tillage and in some cases 
better yields can be expected, Jones 
&aid , He cautioned that better 
management IS required and a system 
baa to be faithfully followed. 

Bright suggested that farmers 
interested in trying no-tillage should 
experiment on 40 acres or less to get 
used to the system before shifting his 
entire operation. 

Plant'ttod or atubble 
"You can plant in sod or in last 

~ear's corn stalks or bean stubble 
Para:juat and Atrazine are used as 
chemical weed control - usually, one 
Quarter of Paraquat plus 2lf, to 3~1, 
pounds of Atrazine 80 wettable per 
acre and one pint of X-77 spreader per 

"100 gallons of diluted spray at planting 
lime," heuuaid. 

"Your sprayer must be accurately 
calibrated and nozzles of proper size 
and placement must be used to get 
complete herbicide coverage. Use 20 to 
60 gallons of water per acre," he 
advised. 

Darrel Glahn, a farmer from 
Charlotte, answered questions about 
his no-tillage operation on 700 acres of 
cropland. 

He has been using this system since 
1961 and said he's convinced that it's 
the only way to go for crop production 
on all soils . 

Next year, a no-till planter will be 
available free of charge to interested 
farmers, courtesy of Ortho. The only 
requirement is that Ortho 
recommendations must be followed. 

The planter is a 38-inch, four-row 
Allis Chalmers no-till. It will be 
centrally located for accessibility. 
Bright and anyonP who wants to 
schedule the plant" should contact 
the Des Moines county soil 
conservation service office. 

Those tlgned up 
Already signed up for the planter 

are: Myron Schulz, Jr., Burlington Rt. 
2; Roger J. Krieger, Burlington Rt. 1; 
Roger Cling, Mediapolis Rt. 1; Melvin 
Gerst, Oakville Rt. 1; Jim Howell, 
Mediapolis ; Mediapolis FFA chapter; 
Mike Schrader, Burlington Rt. 2; 
Laurence Strawhacker, Mediapolis Rt. 
1; Jim Settles, Burlington; Bernie 
Lau·e, West Burlington, and Joe 
Beckman, Sperry Rt. I Tom Kuntz, 
Oakville Rt. 1, and Beckman signed 
up for an interseeder. 

The conventional conservation 
techniques have been the basis of most 
awards to soil conservation district 
cooperators. These include terrace 
building, erosion control structures, 
waterways development, shelter belt 
planting and farm pond construction 
Perhaps future winners will be leaders 
m no-till , chisel plowing or other 
conservation tillage techniques. 

For instance, Des Moines county 
winners this year had these practices: 

HENRY DOCKENDORFF, owner­
operator has been a cooperator since 
1951 and his farm has 60 acres fo 
contouring, seven acres of waterways, 
60 acres protected by terraces, 0. 7 -acre 
of tree p lantings, 0.1-acre of 
diversions, three farm ponds, four 
erosioD control structures and 14,800 
feft of tile drains. 

EUGENE MOORE, landlord, and 
Lloyd and G~try Beckman, tenant&, 
have 70 acres of contouring, two acres 
of grass waterways, 70 acres protected 

-r--tf.{_ '}..k. .. --i { t<­
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by tile inlet terraces, 0.1-m'le 
diversion, two farm ponds, two erosion 
control structures, 52 acres of 
conservation tillage (see'!), 35 acres of 
pasture planting and 17,500 feet of 
tile. 

Moore has been a cooperator since 
1948; his was the 44th plan to be 
approved in the county. 

HERBERT DODDS, new 
c •op,•qtor, signed up a 70-acre farm in 
Plca~~tnt lir~ve township in 1975 and 
already has installed 50 acres of 
contouring, 0.5-acre of waterways, 50 
acres protected by terraces and 2,00\l 
feet of tile. 



Schedule Tillage "Show And Tell" 
A tillage show ts scheduled for 

January 13, 1977 at Mt. Pleasant, 
to "show and tell" about the 
lates t in farm equ ipmen t 
designed to leave crop residue on 
the soil surface. The show, which 
will begin at 9 o'clock in the 
National Guard Armory, will be 
sponsored by the Geode Won­
derland Resource Conservation 
and Development CRC&D Areal 
The Geode Area covers Henry, 
Lee, Des Moines and Louisa 
counties 

The "show and tell" program 
will include presentation from U 
S. Soil Conservation Service, 
Iowa State University Extension 
Service and Agricultu re 
Research Service Specialists 
Also featured will be a panel of 
farmers who use various kinds of 
tillage equipment Time wtll be 
allowed to look at equipment 
available and talk to equipment 
dealers who will be given space 
for display 

James Hawkins, a fa rmer from 
Argyle and chairman of the 
RC&D announced plans fo r the 
tillage event at their ovember 
11 , Executive Board meeting. 
"Conservation Tillage, reduced 
tillage , or minimum tillage must 
be adopted as a conservation 
measure in Southeast Iowa, if we 
are going to begin to control 
erosion where intens1ve row 
cr op ping is common," says 
Hawkins . 

The latest in farm equ ipment designed to leave " Soil Protecting 
Crop Residue on the Surface" wi ll be featured at the Mt . Pleasant 
special tillage day, on January 13. The meeting is sponsored by the 
Geode and Pathfinder's RC&O Counci ls of Southeast Iowa . This may 
be the most importa nt conservat ion measure to protect the fast­
diminishing top soi l in the area , conservat ion officia ls say. 

in soil resource depletion. Both 
RC&D Areas look at conservation 
ttllage as a means to protect the 
fast di minis hing top soil 10 

Southeast Iowa . 

farmers to try at least a small 
acreage on their own farms. This 
system requires management 
where there is little substitute for 
experience", Weber says. 

Another RC&D , ca lled the 
Pathfinder cove rs J efferso n, 
Wapello , Dav is, Van Buren, 
Keokuk and Mahaska counties. 
The Pathfinder group will help 
With the tillage show as they also 
have identified "sheet erosion" 
as one of their grea test problems 

" We hope farmers and 
equipment dealers might work 
out some arrangements for 
tillage demonstration in 
Southeast Iowa, during the 1977 
cropping season", says E ldon 
Weber, Area Conservationist for 
the Soil Conservation Service. "I 
think the most effective method 
of promoting mulch (con­
servation 1 tillage is to encourage 

Ralph Dewey, RC&D Coor­
di nator at West Burlington is 
working out details on the tillage 
show program. He is attempting 
to line up the top mulch tillage 
representatives from equipment 
companies. Equipment com­
panies interested in participating 
should contact Ralph E . Dewey. 
P 0 . Box 208, West Burlington, 
Ia 52655, phone 319-754-7636 
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RC&D 
ideas 

Geode Wonderland RC&D members 
and offi cers have completed a draft of 
objectives p roposed fo r the next 
several years that will be reviewed at 
the next meet ing, 7 p.m. Wednesday 
in the . outh meeting room of Henry 
County avings Bank in Mt Pleasant. 

Also on the agenda is a discussion 
by John Humphrey of the Farmers 
Home Administration co ncerning 
R esou r ce Conservation a n d 
Development measures contemplated 
by Geode Wonderland and how best to 
work with FmHA 

The e are the proposed objective : 

1 Rf'ducbon of 1l . ' · from nopland of Wi b\' 
19"} throu~th acc:~lerat~d use- of conUr\'attoO 
~~~~~~,..m~thod"' and int~nuu conurvatton 

Estabhthm~nt of conurvat on Ulllll' 
obtenation pi(Jt on tw) er mort of the m-..or lOti 
~.r._. ~e!~b: 1 ~r" •tudy and promotion of 

3 Ac~Jnate and romplete Undard totlaun ey 
by 1 "2, and htlp oil cons~nauon dutnctt 
d" ~~;P p.rocram~ to promote br- ad w of th~ 

~d 0: tlop plant of ~~ plinlln, and limber 
IOi ~~~.;:~~::to place 1, atm of Umber 

l 1 nd •"OOdland manarem~nt 

an~ P;~:Y t';:'~ i dlift P«tntial of the arn 
d '' ~ opment cf thrte o• m re 

l an tm~, ~nt me uttt to bt Wt.alltd. by 

6. Oeo,~e lop at l~ut one water-ba1ed recreation 
measure in etch county of the area by 1 1. 

1. Improve pasture productions by 26' throush 
better mena1ement, introduction of best adapted 
tpeclea and renoo,~ation of tubitandard pllturet 
- 10,000 acrea by 1983 

8. Co nvert croplandt wit h high erosion 
potent ial to a:rauland or woodland for permanent 
t roeion control- 6,000 ecru by 1980. 

9. Coord inate tourism and public recreation 
activit!~ in the four county area and provide a 
promotion program throush public information. 
lnv~ntorle. and studies by 1987, with brochure 
begtnnlnam 1977. 

10. Develop a comp rehe nsive plan for 
conse rvation_ In the area, including aoil 
conurvation, wtldhfe, water, etc , a plan that can 
be Implemented - and pursue the needed public 
tundin1 to achieve the plan by 1981. 

11. ~evelop 1 .rural aewer and water plan 
tncludanl priorttlu or atepa r!qui red to 
Implement the plan by 1979. 1 

12. Develop areawide aolid end liquid watte 
~:;::j~·~;,;_yatem including toxic waete 

13 ~tabll•h a cnnrdlnator for environmental 
tducatton for aiiKhoola of the arta by 1977 

14 Develop teaching guidtl and outdoor 
cla11room guide for the ana by 1978. 

16. Create a one·ttop tervices center for aru, 
' !Ate and rtderal aa:encitt at or near the Area 
l:ommumty colle~~:e for com.·enience of client& by 
1978. 

16. AuiJt in dt\·tlopina: mduttnea that are 
compatible wtth ruourctt of th~ area and that 
;wtll encoura1~ youna: work era to ttay in the arta 
l"h.ree tndu~Jtnee by 1981 

17, ~ork with R~gional Planning Commis411iOn 
to actl\·at~ an area hou•in~~: commi.uion that will 
lmprov~ houttnK facilhiu tn the •maller 
('(lmmunttttt , 

18 .. AM11t an d~"·~lvpmg more ~fficient and 
coordmated faciht1e for rail. nv~r. hi~~:hway and 
:~::~;'~~~~ation by d~"·elopinc a transportation 

19 Providt an tnfetrmatlon and public relations 
PNpam to 1deottfy RC&D an tht ana. ~fonth.ly 
ne.,letten, hmtly nrw~ relea and on~ or m(Jrt!" 
pubh.shf'd br!Xhurea P"r year bf.-mninJ 1977. 

20 . Coun el .-.. ith Je.-ulator at tat~ and 
na onal ln~l twlc~ Harly to promott th~ bttt 
upptrt pout b..~ ror the aru 
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Schedule Ti II age 
"Show And Tell" 

A tillage show is scheduled for 
January 13, 1977 at Mt. Pleasant, 
to "show and tell" about the 
latest in farm equ ipment 
designed to leave crop residue on 
the soil surface. The show, which 
will begin at 9 o'clock in the 
National Guard Armory, will be 
sponsored by the Geode Won­
derland Resource Conservation 
and Development CRC&D Area l. 
The Geode Area covers Henry, 
Lee, Des Moines and Louisa 
counties. 

Tbe " show and tell" program 
will include presenta tion from U 
S. Soil Conserva tion Service, 
Iowa State University Extension 
Service and Agriculture 
Research Service Specialists . 
Also featured will be a panel of 
farmers who use various kinds of 
tillage equipment. Time will be 
allowed to look at equipment 
available and talk to equipment 
dealers who will be given space 
for display. 

James Hawkins, a farmer from 
Argyle and chairman of the 
RC&D announced plans for the 
tillage event at their November 
11, Executive Board meeting 
" Conservation Tillage, reduced 
tillage, or minimum tillsge must 
be adopted as a conservation 
measure in Southeast Iowa, if we 
are going to begin to control 
eros ion where inte nsive row 
cropping is common," s ays 
Hawkins. 

Another RC&D , called the 
Pathfinder cove rs J efferson, 
Wapello , Da vis , Van Buren, 
Keokuk and Mahaska counties 
The Pati-Jinder group will help 
with the tillage show as they also 
have ideutified "sheet erosion" 
as one of their greatest problems 
in soil resource depletion. Both 
RC&D Areas look at conservation 
tillage as a means to protect the 
fast dim inishing top soli 10 

Southeast Iowa . 
" We hope farmers and 

equtpment dealers mighl "en 
out some arrangementJ lor 
tillage demonstration 
Southeast Iowa, during tht 1 
cropping season" , says Eld 
Weber, Area Conserva1ton11 ! 
the Soil Conservation Servic:t 1 

think the most effective metbl!l 
of promoting mulch m 
servation l tillage is to encoungt 
fa rmers to try at least a IN 

acreage on their own farms 11us 
system requires manageme 
where tllere is little suhshtultf 
experience", Weber says 

Ralph Dewey. RC&D 
dinator at West BurlingiGD 
working out details on the tilla 
show program. He is attemp 
to line up the top mulch tJI 
representatives from equlprt!li 
companies. Equipmenl 
panies mterested in parltc l~ 
should contact Ralph E On 
P 0 Box 208, West Burhngt 
Ia 52655, phone 319-754·i 



Jim Hodges, left, and Roger Cling, right. discuss the no-tillage benefits at last Thursday evenong's 
meeting at the Mediapolis High School. 

No-Tillage On The Horizon 
The Des Momes County Soil 

Conservation District recently 
sponsored a no-tillage meeting at 
Mediapolis High School. Sixty· 
nine people interested in this 
modern farming method were 
1-resent. 

Bill Vierling, chairman of the 
Soil Conservation District, ex­
pressed his support for no-tillage 
practices as a way of achieving 
more efficient and economtcal 
soil conservation 

• Howard Bright, District 
Conservationist, then explained 
the value of n~lillage in terms of 
preventing soil erosion on 
cropland. "On 5 percent slopes, 
soil erosion can be cut to near 
zero soil loss with "no-tillage" 
This is a big difference when 
constdering conventional tillage 
erodes 23 tons of soil per acre per 
year on 5 percent slopes if fall 
plowed up and down the hill. Not 
only does no-tillage reduce soil 
loss to minimum levels, but it 
increases water infiltration and 
reduces runoff from cropland. By 
using no-tillage, Des Moines 
County could quickly protect 
most of th~ valuable farm land 
from destructive soil erosion 
This would also have an added 
benefit of cleaning up our 
streams of soil particles and 
dangerous chemicals which 
attach themselves to soil par­
ticles. Millions of dollars would 
be saved in dredging operations 
alone especially in the 
Mitsisstppi River. 

Bob Jones, Or tho Chemical Co. 
Representative, showed slides on 
several no-tillage plots 
throughout the area. He ex­
plained that with no-tillage, 
equipment costs could be cut 
drasltcally because no-tillage 
requires only a no-till planter and 
• tractor Also lime is saved 

'cause of reduced number of 
1d operations "Yields are 

parable with conventional 
e and in some cases better 

- •• • - ·· -- ..... ., ......... Jllll. 

yields can be expected with no­
tillage No-tillage requires better 
management and a system has to 
be faithfully followed Each 
person interested in trying no­
tillage is urged to experiment on 
40 acres or less to gel used to the 
system before shifting his entire 
opera lion over to this new 
method of planting row crops. 
No-tillage can be used to plant in 
sod or in last years corn stalks or 
bean stubble Paraquat and 
Atrazine are used as chemical 
weed control. Your sprayer must 
be accurately calibrated and 
nozzles of proper size and 
placement must be used to get 
complete herbicide coverage. 

Most fertilizers can be 
broadcast. Use starter fertilizer 
with no-till planting just like with 
conventional tillage. Paraquat 
plus Artrazine may be applied in 

liqutd nitrogen applicaltons ... 
Farmer, Darrell Glahn of 

Chari ott, was present a l the 
meeting and answered quesltons 
about his n~lillage operation on 
700 acres of cropland Darrell 
has been using this system since 
1961 and is convinced that it's the 
only way to go for crop 
production on all soils . 

Next year, a no-till planter will 
be available free of charge to 
interested farmers and Ortho 
recommendaltons must be 
followed. The planter will be a 
38" four-row Allis Chalmers No· 
Till. The planter will be centrally 
located for accessibility. Please 
contact the Des Moines County 
Soil Conservation Service office 
for more information. This will 
be a good opportunity for far· 
mers to find out for themselves 
what no-tillage can do for them. 

Need Environmental 
Education 
Specialist 

The Geode Wonderland 
Resource Conservation and 
Development Area is developi~g 
a job opportunity for a ~peuahst 
10 environmental educalton m the 
Des Moines, Lee, Henry and 
Louisa County Area 

Realizing a need for assistance 
to teachers ; n developtng 
curriculum tn the vital en· 
vironmental area, the RC&D is 
looking for a person or persons to 
help establish such a postliOn 

.:+:.Jic.Jic.J!C.Jic.Jic.J!c.Jic.Jic.J!c..:t 
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Minimum Tillage 
Demonstration Day 

Conservation Tillage, tpe up-to­
dale way to conserve soil, wUl be 
the theme of a special demon· 
stration day at the Ml. Pleasant 
N~lional Guard Armory, 
January 13, 1977. Co-sponsors of 
the event are Geode Wonderland 
and Pathfinder Resource Con· 
servalion and Development 
Areas <RC&Dl 

Geode Wonderland chairman, 
Jim Hawkins of Argyle slr<'Sses 
that a potential of mne million 
tons of topsoil can be lost an­
nually from the cropland of Des 
Mones, Henry, Lee and Louisa 
Counties. These four counties 
make up Geode Wonderland. 
Pathfinder RC&D is chaired by 
Lowell McCracken of Ottumwa 
who agrees that similar hazards 
exist in the Pathfinder counties 
Van Buren, Davis, Jefferson, 
Wapello, Keokuk and Mahaska. 

"Many farmers in southeast 
Iowa are concerned about 
reducing their soil losses with 
conservation tillage," explained 
RC&D Coordinator Ralph E . 
Dewey of West Burlington. "This 
demonstration is designed to 
show iarmers opportunities they 
have with new or existing 
"'}Ui('Ment to use this practice." 

Conservation Tillage Day will 
begin al9:00 a.m. at the National 
Guard Armory, across from 
McMillan Park on the south edge 
of Ml. Pleasant. Activities will 
continue aU day until 3:00 p.m. 

Included on the morning , 
program will be John Maddy, 
Agronomist with the Soil Con­
servation Service CSCS), David 
Williams, Extension Agricultural 
Enginebr and Don Erbach, 
Argicultural Engineer with the 
Agricultural Research Service 
CARS). These specialists bave 
studied conservation tillage over 
the past 15 years and will have 
the very latest information to 
help local farmers. 

HighJight of t.h~ tt.nen1uun 
session will be a panel of farmers 
from Geode Wonderland and 
Pathfinder RC&D Areas, who 
will discuss their experiences 
with conservation tillage 
methods and respond to 
questions. 

Hawktns pointed out tha,t many 
local equipment dealers and 
national manufacturerS wtll 
have displays to show how 
conservation tillage can be done. 
Plenty of time is allowed during 
the day to look at the equipment. 

A catered meal will be served 
at the Armory for those attending 
the event, which begins at 9:00 
a.m January 13, 1977 m Mt. 
Pleasant 

·' 
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Schedule Tillage "Show And Tell" 
A tillage show is scheduled for 

January 13, 1977 at Mt. Pleasant, 
to " show and tell" about the 
latest in farm equipment 
designed to leave crop residue on 
the soil surface. The show, which 
will begin at 9 o'clock in the 
National Guard Armory, will be 
sponsored by the Geode Won­
derland Resource Conservation 
and Development <RC&D Area l 
The Geode Area covers Henry, 
Lee, Des Moines and Louisa 
counties. 

The "show and tell" program 
will include presentation from U 
S. Soil Conservation Service, 
Iowa State University Extension 
Service and Agriculture 
Research Service Specialists 
Also featured will be a panel of 
farmers who use various kinds of 
tillage equipment Time will be 
allowed to look at equipment 
available and talk to equipment 
dealers who will be given space 
for display 

James Hawkins, a farmer from 
Argyle and chairman of the 
RC&D announced plans for the 
tillage event at their November 
11, Executive Board meeting. 
"Conserva lion Tillage, reduced 
tillage, or minimum tillage must 
be adopted as a conservation 
measure in Southeast Iowa, if we 
are going to begin to control 
erosion where intensive row 
cropp ing is common," says 
Hawkins. 

The latest in farm equipment designed to leave "Soil Protecting 
Crop Residue on the Surface" will be featured at the MI. Pleasant 
specia l tillage day, on January 13. The meeting is sponsored by the 
Geode and Pathfinder's RC&O Councils of Southeast Iowa. This may 
be the most important conservation measure to protect the fast ­
diminishong top soil in the area, conservation officials say. 

in soil resource depletion. Both 
RC&D Areas look at conservation 
tollage as a means to protect the 
fas t diminishing top soil '" 
Southeast Iowa. 

farmers to try at least a small 
acreage on their own farms. This 
system requires management 
where there is little substitute for 
experience" , Weber .says. 

Another RC&D , called the 
Pathfmder covers Jefferson , 
Wapello, Davis , Van Buren, 
Keokuk and Mahaska counties. 
The Pathfinder group will help 
with the tillage show as they also 
have identified "sheet erosion" 
as one of their greatest problems 

" We hope farmers and 
equipment dealers might work 
out some arrangements for 
tillage demonstration in 
Southeast Iowa, during the 1977 
cropping season", says Eldon 
Weber , Area Conservationist for 
the Soil Conservation Service. "I 
think the most effective method 
of promoting mulch (con­
servation ! tillage is to encourage 

Ralph Dewey, RC&D Coor­
dinator at West Burlington is 
working out details on the tillage 
show program. He is attempting 
to line up the top mulch tillage 
representatives from equipment 
companies. Equipment com­
panies interested in participating 
should contact Ralph E. Dewey, 
P. 0 . Box 208, West Burlington, 
Ia 52655, phone 319-754-7636 

RC&D 
ideas 

Geode Wonderland RC&D members 
and officers have completed a draft of 
objectives proposed for the nex t 
several years that will be reviewed at 
the next meeting, 7 p.m. Wednesday 
in the south meeting room of Henry 
County avings Bank in Mt Pleasant. 

Also on the agenda is a discussion 
by John Humphrey of the Farmers 
Home Administrati on concerr.in g 
Resource Con s ervat i on and 
Development measures contemplated 
by Geode Wonderland and how best to 
work with FmHA 

These are the proposed objectives: 

1. Reduction of ill from cropland or 60' b\· 
19 throu~th accelerated u~e of conservation 
~~:~~:..~ethod~ and lntensi\'e C'On!lervation 

2 Ea.ubhlhment or con~e rvataon til1aee 
observation plot on two or mort of the ma}Or aoil 

!iJ:e :.:~~: 1~r •tudy and promot1on Clf 

~ ~CCtler~tt and complete tandard 1011 survey 
~) . t

1 
~2. and help 1011 con•ervation di1tricta 

~~e~~ Pf'OJTa ma to promote broad u1et of the 

4 Devtlop plam o1 1 1 ta~d 1mpro\ement to pl~e;e t~~:~r:.n:f ::m~r 
b't ~r )tar under tound "'oodland manage~en~ 

a ~ ·~udy ~etl•nd •lldhfe potentlll of the area 
•~tla~dan the dtHiopment of thu-e or more 
1 lmproument mea UrH to be lnstallfd by 

6. Develop It lntt one water ·ba•ed recreation 
meaaure in each county of t he area by 1981. 

7. Improve pasture productions by 25ro. through 
better management, introduct ion of beat adapted 
tpeclea and renovation of aubl tandard puturet 
- 10,000 ocreo by 1983. 

8. Convert croplandt with high eroaion 
potential to grauland or woodland for permanent 
trot ion control- 6,000 ecru by 1980. 

9. c .oordinate touritm and publ ic recreation 
activit!~ in the four county area and provide a 
promotion program through public information. 
lnv~ntor1e~ and atudies by 1987, with brochure 
begmnlng m 1977. 

10. Dev elop a compreh e nt lve plan for 
conurvat ion in t he area , ;nc luding t o ll 
conservat ion , wildhfe , water, etc., a plan that can 
be implemented - and puraue the needed public 
fUnding to achieve the plan by 1981. 
. 11. ~evelop a rura l ae wer and water plan 
1nclud1ng pr ior it lu o f ate pa r!qui red to 
Implement the plan by 1979. 

12 . Develop areawide solid and liqu id waate 
~:::iby·~~:.yatem including toxic waite 

13. Eetabli h a coordinator for environmental 
education for all achoola of the arta by 1977 

14 Develop teaching guidea and outdoor 
clan room guide for the area by 1978. 

16. Create a one·atop u rvice1 center for aru 
atate and federal lienclet at or near the Are; 
Community college for convenience or client.a by 
1978. 

16. ~itt in developine industries that are 
~mpattble with reaourcea of the area and that 
wall encourage young work ers to atay in the area 
Three mduAtriea by 1981 

17. ~ork with Regional Planning Commi•~ion 
~o activa te an area hou!ling commi ion that will 
a m p rov~ .houung £acilitiee in the amaller 
commun1het. 

18 .. AMitt i.n devtloping more effic:~ent and 
eoordanated facilities for rail, river, highway and 
:~:~;'fu~~tion by developinJ a transportation 

19 Provid.e an information and public relations 
Ptotram to 1dent1fy RC&D in the area. Monthly 
newt.letten. timely ne\1. release. and one or more 
pubh•hed brochurea per year, be~einning 197i. 

20. Coun el with legislators at atate and 
national level twice yearly to promote the best 
upport pouab e for the area 
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Schedule Tillage 
"Show And Tell" 

A tillage show is scheduled for 
January 13, 1977 at Mt. Pleasant , 
to "show and tell" abou t the 
latest in farm equipment 
designed to leave crop residue on 
the soil surface. The show, which 
will begin at 9 o'clock in the 
National Guard Armory, will be 
sponsored by the Geode Won­
derland Resource Conservation 
and Development (RC&D Areal . 
The Geode Area covers Henry, 
Lee, Des Moines and Louisa 
counties. 

The " show and tell" program 
will include presentation from U 
S. Soil Conservation Service, 
Iowa State University Extension 
Service and Agriculture 
Research Service Specialists . 
Also featured will be a panel of 
farmers who use various kinds of 
tillage equipment. Time will be 
allowed to look at equipment 
available and talk to equipment 
dealers who will be given space 
for display. 

James Hawkins, a farmer from 
Argyle and chairman of the 
RC&D announced plans for the 
tillage event at their November 
11, Executive Board meeting 
"Conserva lion Tillage, reduced 
tillage, or minimum tillage must 
be adopted as a conservation 
measure in Southeast Iowa , if we 
are going to begin to control 
erosion where intens ive row 
cropping is common," says 
Hawkins. 

Another RC&D , called the 
Pathfinder covers J efferson, 
Wapello, Davis, Van Buren, 
Keokuk and Mahaska counties. 
The Pati-Jinder group will help 
with the tillage show as they also 
have identified "sheet erosion" 
as one of their greatest problems 
in soil resource depletion. Both 
RC&D Areas look at conservation 
tillage as a means to protect the 
fast diminishing top soil 10 

Southeast Iowa . 
" We hope farmers and 

equipment dealers m1ght will 
out some arrangements for 
tillage demonstration 
Southeast Iowa, during the 1 , 
cropping season", says Eld011 
Weber, Area Conservaborust 101 
the Soil Conservation Servict 1 
think the most effective methad 
of promoting mulch ·coo 
servationl tillage is to encouragt 
farmers to try at least a mal 
acreage on their own farms 11us 
system requires manageme 
where there is little substitute fiJI 
experience" , Weber says 

Ralph Dewey, RC&D Coo 
dinator at West Burlingtoo 
working out details on the tlll& 
show program. He is altemplill.' 
to line up the top mulch Ulu 
representatives from t'QUipn:tli 
companies. Equipment co 
panies mterested in part~riJmtiq 
should contact Ralph E Iln 
P 0 Box 208, West Burhngt 
Ia 52655, phone 319-754·i 



Jim Hodges, left, and Roger Cling , right , discuss the no-tillage benefits at last Thursday evening's 
meeting at the Mediapolis High School. 

No-Tillage On The Horizon 
The Des Momes County Soil 

Conservation District recently 
sponsored a no-tillage meeting at 
Mediapolis High School. Sixty· 
nine people interested in this 
modern farming method were 
jlresent 

Bill Vierling, chairman of the 
Soil Conservation District, ex· 
pressed his support for no-tillage 
practices as a way of achieving 
more efficient and economical 
soil conservation 

• Howard Bright, District 
Conservationist, then explained 
the value of no-tillage in terms of 
preventing soil erosion on 
cropland. "On 5 percent slopes, 
soil erOtSion can be cut to near 
zero soil loss with "no-tillage" 
This is a big difference when 
considering conventional tillage 
erodes 23 tons of s01l per acre per 
year on 5 percent slopes if fall 
plowed up and down the hill. Not 
only does no-tillage reduce soil 
loss to minimum levels, but it 
increases water mfiltration and 
reduces runoff from cropland. By 
using no-tillage, Des Moines 
County could quickly protect 
mOtS! of th~ valuable farm land 
from destructive soil erosion 
This would also have an added 
benefit of cleaning up our 
streams of soil particles and 
dangerous chemicals which 
attach themselves to soil par­
ticles. Millions of dollars would 
be saved in dredging operations 
alone especially in the 
Mi£siss1ppi River. 

Bob Jones, Ortho Chemical Co. 
Representative, showed slides on 
several no-tillage plots 
throughout the area. He ex­
pl&med that with no-tillage , 
equ1pment COtSls could be cut 
drastically because no-tillage 
requires only a no-till planter and 
• tractor Also time is saved 

' cause of reduced number of 
1d operations "Yields are 

parable with conventional 
e and m some cases better -.. . -.. _......_ --·- ........... :.. 

yields can be expected with no­
tillage . No-tillage requ1res better 
management and a system has to 
be faithfully followed Each 
person interested in trying no­
tillage is urged to experiment on 
40 acres or less to get used to the 
system before shifting his entire 
opera lion over to this new 
method of planting row crops. 
No-tillage can be used to plant in 
sod or in last years corn stalks or 
bean stubble Paraquat and 
Atrazine are ll6ed as chemical 
weed control. Your sprayer must 
be accurately calibrated and 
nozzles of proper size and 
placement must be used to get 
complete herbicide coverage. 

Most fertili zers can be 
broadcast. Use starter fertilizer 
with no-till planting just like with 
conventional tillage. Paraquat 
plus Artrazine may be applied in 

liqu1d nitrogen applications ... 
Farmer, Darrell Glahn of 

Charlot!, was present at the 
meeting and answered questions 
about his no-tillage operation on 
700 acres of cropland. Darrell 
has been using this system since 
1961 and is convinced that it's the 
only way to go for crop 
production on all soils. 

Next year, a no-till planter will 
be available free of charge to 
interested farmers and Ortho 
recommendations must be 
followed The planter will be a 
38" four-row Allis Chalmers No· 
Till. The planter will be centrally 
located for accessibility. Please 
contact the Des Moines County 
Soil Conservation Service office 
for more information. This will 
be a good opportunity for far· 
mers to find out for themselves 
what no-tillage can do for them. 

Need Environmental 
Education 
Specialist 

The Geode Wonderland 
Resource Conservation and 
Development Area is developi~g 
a job opportunity for a speuahst 
m environmental education m the 
Des Moines, Lee, Henry and 
Louisa County Area 

Realizing a need for assistance 
to teachers in developing 
curriculum 10 the vital en· 
vironmental are~. the RC&D is 
looking for a person or persons to 
he lp establish such a pos1t1on 

*J!c.J!c.J!C.Jic.J!c.JicJ!cJ!cJ!c.lt 
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Minimum Tillage 
Demonstration Day 

Conservation Tillage, tpe up-to­
date way to conserve soil, wUJ be 
the theme of a special demon· 
stration day at the Mt. Pleasant 
Nlltional Guard Armory , 
January 13, 1977. Co-sponsors of 
the event are Geode Wonderland 
and Pathfinder Resource Con· 
servation and Development 
Areas <RC&Dl 

Geode Wonderland chairman, 
Jim Hawkins of Argyle str<'loses 
that a potential of mne million 
tons of topsoil can be lost an­
nually from the cropland of Des 
Mones, Henry, Lee and Louisa 
Counties. These four counties 
make up Geode Wonderland . 
Pathfinder RC&D is chaired by 
Lowell McCracken of Ottumwa 
who agrees that similar hazards 
exist in the Pathfinder counties 
Van Buren, Davis, Jefferson, 
Wapello, Keokuk and Mahaska. 

"Many farmers in southeast 
Iowa are concerned about 
reducing their soil losses with 
conservation tillage, " explained 
RC&D Coordinator Ralph E . 
Dewey of West Burlington. " This 
demonstration is designed to 
show farmers opportunities they 
have with new or existing 
!"}Ui{'Ment to use this practice." 

Conservation Tillage Day will 
begin at 9:00a.m. at the National 
Guard Armory, across from 
McMillan Park on the south edge 
of Mt. Pleasant. Activities will 
continue aU day until 3:00 p.m. 

Included on the morning 
program will be John Maddy, 
Agronomist with the Soil Con­
servation Service CSCS), David 
Williams, Extension Agricultural 
Enginebr and Don Erbach, 
Argicultural Engineer with the 
Agricultural Research Service 
CARS). These specialists have 
studied conservation tillage over 
the past 15 years and will have 
the very latest information to 
help local farmers. 

HighJight of the t:Lttennron 
session will be a panel of farmers 
from Geode Wonderland and 
Pathfinder RC&D Areas, who 
wiU discuss their experiences 
with conservation tillage 
methods and respond to 
questions. 

Hawktns pointed out tha,t many 
local equipment dealers and 
national manufacturers wtll 
have displays to show how 
conservation tillage can be done. 
Plenty of time is allowed during 
the day to look at the equipment. 

A catered meal wiU be served 
at the Armory for those attending 
the event which begins at 9:00 
a.m Jan'uary 13, 1977 in Mt. 
Pleasant . _, 
~fAAv 
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Farmers Learn 
Tillage Methods 

Area fa rmers from ten 
Southeast Iowa Counties at­
tended the Conservation Tillage 
Day Thursday , January 13, 
spo~ored by the Pathfinder and 
Geode Wonderland RC&D areas. 
Over 350 people gathered to hear 
discussions of tillage methods, 
join a panel discussion and view 
specialized equipment on display 
in the Mt. Pleasant National 
Guard Armory 

Geode Wonderland Chairman 
Jim Hawkins of Argyle was well 
pleased with the turnout on a 
blustery day and with the overall 
Interest shown by visitors. "We 
are encouraged that so many 
area farmers are enthused about 
these methods of halting soil 
losses from their land," he said. 
"One of our RC&D objectives is 
reduction of sediment, and our 
four counties can lose as much as 
nine million tons of topsoil a 
year," He went on. 

Jerry Lehman, farmer from 
New London, is chairman of the 
Henry County RC&D Council and 
hosted an afternoon panel of our 
conservation farmers . These 
men represented four different 
systems of conservation tillage 
ranging from no-til slot planting 
to chiseling and mulching. On the 
Panel were Charles Fricke of Mt. 
Pleasant, Duane Dobson of 
Donnellson, Duane Brinegar of 
Ottumwa and Tom Krumboltz 
from Fairfield. 

David Williams and Don Er­
bach , Agricultural Engineers 
with the Iowa Experiment 
Station in Ames, joined Soil 
Conservation Service 
Agronomist John Maddy of Des 
Moines in focusing. on the 
technical and erosion control 
factors of the event. 

" Follow up activities a re 
planned by the RC&D's to keep 
those in attendance aware of 
conservation tillage methods," 
stated Geode Wonderland 
Coordinator Ralph Dewey of 
West Burlington. "We hope to 
develop demonstration plots 
throughout the area , where 
people can observe and convince 
themselves of the value of con­
servation tillage." 

VfJu-..~ 11A..Y~ 
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Million Acre 
Increase In 
Minimum Tillage 

More than 7 million acres of 
Iowa cropland were planted this 
year leaving crop residues on top 

.-of the ground, according to a 
survey by the USDA Soil Con­
servation Service (SCS). Their 
estimates show 7.2 million acres 
this year, an 18 percent increase 
from 6.1 million acres last year. 
Agency officials say that means 
one-third of Iowa's corn and 
soybean land is now being 
readied for planting without the 
use of a moldboard plow. 

"We're very happy to see this 
kind of increase, ff·om an erosion 
control standpoint," says SCS 
state conservationist William 
Brune. "Generally, leaving half 
the residue from the previous 
year's crop on the soil surface 
will cut erosion by water in half. 
The practice has broad ap­
plication in Iowa." 

The SCS survey, compiled from 
county estimates by SCS district 
conservationists, shows acreage 
increases by nearly all types of 
conservation tillage methods. 
<Conservation tillage, minimum 
tillage, and mulch tillage are all 
terms used to describe reduced 
tillage which leaves crop 
residues on the soil surface.) 

Chisel plowing showed the 
biggest increase from 1975 
figures . In 1976, about 2.4 million 
acres were chisel plowed, 
compared to 1.8 million acres in 
1975. 

Disking, or using a field 
cultivator (or a similar machine) 
increased from 3.8 million acres 
in 1975 to 4.2 million acres this 
year. Till planting increased 
from 272,000 acres to 281 ,000 
acres, and slot planting (also no­
till planting) increased from 
106,000 acres to 118,000 acres. The 
only decrease came in rotary 
strip planting, which dropped 
from 194,000 acres to 188,000 
acres. 

"We've run this survey since 
1968, and we've seen a tremen­
dous jump in conservation tillage 
in eight years," says Mervin 
Danielson, SCS state resource 
conservationist. Only 440,000 
acres were minimum-tilled in 
1968. The figure went to 2,900,000 
acres in 1972, and has more than 
doubled since then. 

"There's potential for much 
more conservation tillage in 
Iowa," Danielson says. "It's the 
fastest way a fanner can reduce 
soil losses and continue to plant 
corn and soybeans." 

While the conservationists say 
the survey results are en­
couraging, they also feel the 
quality of conservation tillage 
needs improving. "We found that 
overall , 72 percent of the 7.2 
million acres had more than 1,000 
pounds of residue per acre left on 
the surface after planting. The 
other 28 percent didn't have 
enough crop residues to do a good 
job of erosion control. 

Soil protection is gained by the 
residues covering soil ; raindrops 
hit the residues rather than soil 
and don' t dislodge soil particles. 
Thus, more ground coverage 
means better soil protection. 

"We found the best protection, 
of course, fn no till planting, wiU1 
99 percent of the acres leaving 
adequate residue," Danielson 
says. "Till planting left 97 per­
cent of the land with more than 
1,000 pounds of residue per acre ; 
the rotary tillage figure is 92 
percent. " 

Survey results show that 54,264 
farmers , or about 40 percent of 
those in the state, are trying 
some kind of reduced tillage on at 
least part of their land. 

1Ju-.e<Al/~ ~ L 
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THUR DA 

Commissioners 
Choose Officers 

Soil conservation distnct 
commissioners met Monday 
evening to select their new 
chairman and vice-chairmall' for 
1977. Elected m the general 
election to the commission was 
Rex H. Troule !six year term l 
and Clyde W. 'Scherer (two year 
terml. Other members are Ray 
W. Pilhng, Dwight Stucker, and 
Joseph P . Beckman 

William Vierling was past 
chairman and Dwight Stucker 
was past vice-chairman Elected 
Monday night to the positions 
were Dwight Stucker, chairman, 
and Ray Pilling, vice-chairman. 

Harold Linder was re 
appointed as secretary and 
Horace Sutton was re-appointed 
as treasurer for the commission. 



Name Robb 
To RC&D Post 

Harold R Robb, 53, of 123 
Grand , Burlington, has been 
namOO environmental resources 
coordmator for the Geode 
Wonderland Resource Con­
•n•allon and Development 

Mea. 11 was announced by Ralph 
Dewey. coordmator 

Robb. who was principal for 
the West Burlington elementary 
school for s1x years, will assist in 
developmg RC&D measures and 
help to speed action on measures 
alrPady approved He will work 
With educators m Des Moines, 
Henry, Lee and Louisa counties 
10 determme needs for en­
VIronmental education 
programs 

He 1s cesponsible for finding 
ways to carry out environmental 
and conservahon education 
programs m compliance with 
gtudehnes of the Iowa Depart­
ment of Public Instruction 
, Robb's wife, Ramah, is a 
<(!acher at Apollo school . They 
have three children, all of whom 
have completed school and are no 
Ionge• at home. 

Dewey will be m Lmcoln Neb 
February 14-17, takmg pa~t m ~ 
~em mar on public involvement in 
ederal programs, a natiOnwide 

event for 35-40 persons, held at 
the Soli Conservation Service 
regional technrcal services 
ctnter 

I . .,.,_., 
Typ1cal of most country roads on Friday morning, January 28, high 
drrlls of snow blocked any passage . Wonds of up to 40 mph blew the 
snow, moxed woth soot from the fields, during a bliuard Thursday 

night and Froday morning. P1cture was taken facing south on a 
gravel road off the Mediapolis blacktop just west of Kossuth . 

Blizzard Incapacitates_ 

Entire Des Moines County 
Record sub-zero temperatures 

over the past month may have 
toughened area residents, but it 
didn't prepare them for the 
blizzard that hit the county on 

rught, and the roads qu1ckly 
started drrfling shut with the new 
snow, s now already on the 
ground , and lots of soil 

Friday, January 28. Actually, the 'early 100 motorists were 
wind and •now stariP<l Thun;day stranded or abandoned their 

vehicles in the Des Moines county 
blizzard, accordin~; to 
authorihes. 

pend fght at Fire tation 
Thirteen motor1sts were picked 

up and brought to the Mediapolis 
fire station, after the county 
deputies found them stranded 
north of Burlington along Hwy. 
61. They remained at the station 
overnrght. Fire chief Paul Nelson 
said he spent most of Thursday 
night taking care of the needs of 
the stranded citizens, and 
working the rad10. Nelson said 
the Medoapolis fire department 
" gave a radio to !he Sherill's 
department and helped them by 
relaymg messages" 

One couple , according to 
Nelson, who spent the night at the 
fire station weren't stranded, but 
they dec1ded not to go any further 
because of the poor road con­
ditions and no visibility. He said 
the couple was from Toledo, 0 ., 
and had come to see the Ohio St. 
vs Iowa game. 

Many cars and semis were off 
the road along Hwy. 61 north and 
south of Burlington early Friday, 
but wreckers were rep~oving the 
vehicles quickly. Hwy. 61 was 
officially closed to all traffic for 
several hours Friday morning . 
With nearly all county roads 
drifted shut, Mediapolis 
residents were unable to travel -
and the town was very qu1et 

the thermostat. Homes in the 
country with no wind break were 
the hllrdest to heat 

Pub Accommodates Guests 
At the Dodgeville Pub, owner 

Bill Hill accommodated about 65 
persons who were advised by 
shenff's officers at I a .m. not to 
attempt returning home. Hill and 
his staff provided coffee and 
sandwiches to the 65 persons who 
stayed 

The guests stretched out on 
blankets, provided by H1ll , on 
benches and tables In the 
morning, most were able to 
return home. Some were taken to 
Holiday Inn in Burlington by the 
herUrs deputies to make their 

own passage home. 

Farmers Lose Topsoil 
One aspect of the blizzard on 

farmer's minds is the loss of 
topsoil with the high winds . 
Howard Bright, director of the 
Des Moines county soil con · 
servalion service, saod "the only 
f1elds not hurt are the ones in 
pasture or com!)lete stalk 
cover". He said it would be 
imposs1ble to estimate total soil 
Joss because of varying snow 
cover. In driving past plowed 
foelds , ot is easy to see where all 
of the snow has been blown off, 
along w1th a lot of topsoil In most 
fields with a good stalk cover, 
qu1te a b1t of snow remains to 
protect the field . 

Mediapolis is tymied 
No school was held, more than 

half of the Main St. businesses 
were closed, athletic contests 
were cancelled - and people who 
were unable to get out spent their 
time trying to stay warm. The 
high winds, gushng up to 40 mph 
or more, caused many houses to 

Luckily, no serious inJurres or 
fatalities were reported Friday, 
and everyone survived the 
blizzard - although they may 
have had their doubts at times 
LUe in Des Moines County was 
back to normal on Saturday, and 
the stories were bemg passed 
about whose experiences were 

cold, the · of the worst 



MEDIAPOLIS NEW ERA 

Survey Seeks 
Farmer Advice 

Rex Troute, chairman of the 
Des Moines County Resource 
Coordinating Committee has 
announced that the committee is 
preparing to mail a survey 
seeking farmer advice on soil 
conservatioq and water quality 
Current\)~, the committee is 
aiding in the \>reparation of a 
plan mandated· \)y the 1972 
Federal Water Pollut,ion Control 
Act Amendments. This plan is 
being done to improve water 
quality in the nation's rivers . In 
Iowa and Des Moines County this 
means the control of soil erosion 
and agricultural runoff, nonpoint 
pollution, as well as industrial 
and municipal waste discharges, 
point pollution. The committee 
hopes to aid in the development 
of a plan that does this job, while 
creating minimum hardships for 
individuals. 

..;; .. Sf- 77 
Mr Troute notes that 70 sur­

veys will be mailed in Des Moines 
County. The individuals to whom 
the surveys will be forwarded are 
to be randomly selected from a 
list of landowners and operators 
within the county. There will be 
no personal identifica lion of 
individuals participating. 

Mr. Troute has requested that 
people who receive these surveys 
complete and return them. The 
Des Moines County Resource 
Coordinating Committee will use 
this information to advise the 
Iowa Department of Soil Con­
servation throughout the water 
quality planning process. 

A sample survey is shown 
below. You may want to com­
plete it and return to the Des 
Moines County Soil Conservation 
District, Federal Bldg., Box 637, 
Burlington, Iowa 52601, by April 
7, 1977. 

Results of both surveys will be 
summarized and published in a 
future issue of this publication. 

WATER QUALITY FARM SURVEY 
I. Name of county in which you have a fanning operation or own 

land. ___________________ _ 

2. How much land do you farm? acres 
3. Do you feel soil erosion caused by water runo(f is a problem on 

thisfann(s)? ___ yes__no 
_Do you feel there are water quality problems caused by erosion 
m your county? ___ yes_no 

5. Are you satisfied with the quality of the water in your county or 
dramagearea? ___ yes_no 

6. Do you follow fertilizer recommendations from soil tests on your 
farm (s) ___ yes__no 

7. How often do you have the soil on your farm(s) tested? 

8. U so~l conservation practices must be installed to improve water 
quality what source<s> of funds should be available? (check as 
many as you like) 

federal funds. _______ _ state funds __ 
local funds ________ _ other ___ _ 
no funds. ________ ___ 

9. What method would you favor for financial assistance to farmers 
m applying conservation practices? (check as many a~ you like) 

cost-share what percent? 
long term low-interest loans ------
no assistance'--:-------------
some form of tax incentive list type other ______________________________ _ 

10. Do Y?U favor an. acreage set-aside program to allow con-
servaho~ construct~on during the summer? ___ yes __no 

11. If p~bllc money IS used for installation of soil conservation 
pra~lices should farm operators be held responsible for all 
mamtenance of these practices? ___ yes~o 

Survey Seeks 
Farmer Advice 

Rex Troute, chairman of the 
Des Moines County Resource 
Coordinating Committee has 
announced that the committee is 
pre~ring to mail a survey 
seekmg farmer advice on soil 
conservation and water quality. 
c_u~rently , the committee is 
aldtng tn the preparation of a 
plan mandated by the 1972 
Federal Water Pollution Control 
Ac_t Amendments. ThiS plan is 
betn~ ~one to improve water 
quality m the nation's nvers. In 
Iowa and Des Moines County this 
means the control of soil erosion 
and a~ricultural runoff, nonpoint 
pollution, as well as industrial 
an~ municipal waste discharges, 
pomt pollution. The committee 
hopes to aid in the development 
of a plan that does this job while 
~r~~ng minimum hardshlps fo.­
tndiVIduals. 

Mr. Troute notes that 70 sur­
veys will be mailed in Des Moines 
Cour.ty. The individuals to whom 
the surveys will be forwarded are 
t? be randomly selected from a 
l~t ~f landowners and operators 
Wlthm the county There will be 
?0 P~rsonal identification of 
md1V1duals participating 

Mr. Troute has requested that 
people who receive these surveys 
complete and return them The 
Des ~oi~es County Res~urce 
~r~mating Committee will use 
th1s mforma lion to advise the 
Iowa Department of Soil Con­
serv~tion throughout thE! water 
quahty planning process . 

~~ ..3··/0-77 
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Set Long Range 
Cropland PrOgram 

Long range planning for 
conservation of Des Moines 
county cropland was discussed at 
a January 27 meeting of the Soil 
Conservation District com ­
miSSioners This is only one 
phase of their land treatment 
needs and objectives ; others are 
pastureland, timberland , and 
land use policies. 

7heir long range program for 
cropland is as follows 

There are approximately 35,000 
acres out of the 165,512 acres of 
cropland that are adequately 
treated This means that only 21 
percent of our cropland is 
protected or adequately trea ted 

There are approximately 
130,512 acres of cropland needmg 
Pros1on control treatment 

In the past. we have used 
structural means and rotations to 
deal'' 1th these erosion problem · 
Times have changed and there 
are no longer conservallon 
cropping rotations bemg used 
Contouring has virt ually 
disappeared, even though 1t is 
still a ver~ effecllve practice for 
preventing erosion 

We are faced with a present 
need for erosion control that is 
acceptable to both land owners 

Goal 1977 
Demo. no·hll,age plots 10 
, o-hllage I acres 160 

n t'rvatiOn tillage 10.000 
Terral·mg per year 60,000 

and con>el vat1omsts we also 
need to get the job of erosion 
control implemented soon 

While terracing is very ef­
fective m controlling eros1on. 
especially when used in con­
junction with other conservation 
practices, such as conservation 
tillage and crop rotations. 1t does 
not appear that all of the acres 
needing terracing can possibly be 
done in the near future There are 
85.000 acres in need of terracing 
at present. This is eqUivalent to 
21.000 000 ft. of terracing or 3,977 
miles of terraces . At present we 
have been averaging 50,000 to 
100.000 ft of terraced bemg built 
each year At this rate. we can 
expect to complete terracing of 
Des 1omes county m 210 to 420 
years 

It is ev1dent from these figures 
that another alternative IS 
needed for reducing erosion 
Immediately If our cropland IS 
farmed as we are presently doing 
for 420 years. we will have lost 
5,460 tons of soil from each acre 
Th1s would amount to three feet 
of soil taken from each acre 

In order to expedite an eros10n 
control program rapidly, we are 
establishing the following goals 

1978 1979 1980 1981 
10 10 10 10 
600 2,000 3,000 5,000 
15,000 18.000 23,000 30,00o 
60,000 75,000 100,000 100.000 



Environmental 
Meeting March 9 

An information meeting on the 
topiC of "Environmental 
Education for Des M01nes, 
Henry, Lee and Louisa Counties" 

ill be held starting at 7·45 P m 
Wednesday , March 9, t977, at the 
Geode wonderland RC&D Off1ce, 
Machinists Building just east of 
Middletown on Highway 34 

Soil Conservation District 
commissiOners tn Lee, Henry, 
Louisa and Des Motnes Counltes 
have proposed a measure for 
dtveloping the environmental 
education process in schools of 
Area 16. Their concern is ex­
pressed 10 the objectives of the 
Geode Wonderland Resource 
Conservation and Development 
Area !RC&Dl as follows : "To 
coordinate ass1stance to area 
schools for environmental 
education improvement," and 
"to develop guides for en­
VIronmental educali,?n and use of 
outdoor classrooms . 

Gt>ode Wonderland is in a 
coordinating position regardtng 
development of this 1mportant 
measure The RC&D Council 
leels that there is a lot of local 
interest in developing more ef­
fective means of environmental 
education A small percentage of 
teaclo~rs have received training 
tn the field and feel qualified to 
pursue the subject in the 
classroom. A larger number of 
teacher• havl' expressed mterest 
10 'Ul'h teachmg. but they 
h<' •tate to proceed "tth feehngs 
vi madequacy 

nc&o has done mmor 
·ehmmarv mveshgalton We 

ltave lound a broad vanety of 
approaches from area level 
consultants to county hored 
naturalists operating outdoor 
dassrooms . We have detcrmtned 
one defintte gutdtng fact 

·'RC&D cannot determine what 
sort of environmental education 
h<'lp 1s best smted to this area 
The decision makers of this 
measure must be people mvolved 
10 local school districts · mainly • 
teachers. admmistrators and 
funding bodies " 

Among things to be d1scu sed 
at the March 9 meetmg will be : 

a What level of employment 
will do the job best. 

b. Just what is the job to be 
done• 

c What potential funds are 
available• 

d Procedure in development. 
1 Nammg a representative 

group to come up with a 
proposal. 

2. Establish parameters for 
the group to work within. 

3 Other considerations 
I expenses, etc. l 

ew team, new concept 
\\ APr:L' 0 - The;e's a new team 

w.th a n w concept in the Soil Con­
er,lltlon Serv1ce ottlce here. 

The concept they are trying to u e is 
a group approach to conservation prOJ· 
ects - getting neighboring farmers to 
cooperate in cost-shanng improve­
ments. "What we are trying to do are a 
bunch of semi-small water heds," Ra­
num said. 

.Jn • Hanum, 27, Louisa district 
otl Nlll ervatmnist, came h~re from 

K d~r 111 Clayton county where he 
wns 111 traintng He's a native of North­
wood and graduated from Iowa State 
un \'e"lty •n 197/i with a major in " Bill made the contacts with 12 indi­

vidual farmers on this one and he got 
some good cooperation," he added. In­
volved are about 900 acres on the up­
per reaches of Long creek, west of Co­
lumbus City 

,.ronomy. 
Hnnum and hts wife, Marsha, live at 

~ 1 Bucl>o~ran with their 4-year.old 
d, tg'lter hPila and I •-year-old son 
l'ru 1 

'This would cost too much for us for 
regular cost-sharing. We're getting 
ready to go if the funds become avail­
able," Ranum added. Tile outlet ter­
races are programmed for th;s one and 
for two other, smaller projects. Ope, 
between Letts and Columbus Junc­
tion, is slated for this fall. 

\\ tl' ~m Baugh, 12, is a conservation 
techn dnn He came here from We•t 
l n1un He •tart~d with the SC at Ot· 
turo" 111 1965 and moved to Ranum's 
hom~ town of orthwood in 1968. 

He and Ius w1fe, !'vfarian, have 10-
v~ar old w,n~ <ierald and Geneva and 
~ -year rid d•ughter, Shannon: the 
f•m I hn• !ocre Howard Bright, Ranum's counter­

part in Des Moine• countv. also is trv-
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Special Minimum 

Ti II age Practices 
A 'special conservation 

ttllage" prachce IS now ava1lable 
to Des Moines county farmers m 
1977 through the Agricultural 
Conservation Program IACP>, 
announced the Des Momes ASC 
county committee. . . 

The purpose of this practtce IS 

to promote the use of a cultural 
system that reduces the number 
of tillage operations, to mamtam 
enough crop residue on or near 
the surface of the soli to reduce 
water and wind eros1o~ and 
pollution of the land , a1r and 
water . 

The acceptance and continued 
use of this pracllce will reduce 
the need for terracmg on most of 
the Des Motnes county smls and 
economtcally protect the land 
from erosion Use is limtted to 
land devoted to the produchon of 
mtertilled Crowl crops during the 
program year, and is authonzed 
for the farmer who has not 
already adopted a satisfactory 
co'!serva !ton tillage system of 
Ia ~nmg 

Two methods of usmg the 
conservation tillage practtce 

ar~1inimum tillage . using a 
method of farming whtch Will 
leave sufficient crop restdue on 
the surface after planting to be 
ehgible for cost-sharing as 
follows. 

o-2 percent slopes. a mmimulT' 
of 2,000 lbs. residue per acre 

Over 2 percent slopes · a 
mirumum of3,000 Jbs. residue per 
acre. 

Federal cost-share rate $5.00 
per acre not to exceed 80 acres 
per applicant. ot to exceed 
SIO,OOO for the practtce m the 
countv 

No ·tillage preparation of the 
seedbed and planting IS com· 
pleted in one operation o so1l IS 

disturbed except m the •m· 
mediate area of the planted seed 

ro;ederal cost-share rate· $15.00 
per acre. otto exceed $5,000 for 
the pract1ce in the county . . 

Technical respons1b1ht) . IS 

assigned to Soli Conservation 
Service !SCS> . 

Further informatton .and 
specification's may be obtamed 
by visiting the ASCS office. 

As m all ACP practtces, an 
application for the practtce must 
be made at the ASCS office 
before the practice is begun to be 
eligible for consideration by the 
County Committee. 

BIU BAUGH. left. shows his boss. 
Jim Ranum. some of the locations on 
a topovraphrcal map where he has 
secured cooperation of landowners in 
a small watershed profect under a 
Soil Conservation Service program 
that hasn't yet been approved 

ing to line up group efforts around the 
county. Keeptng the contractor in one 
place longer is more efficient and help 
hold costs down, he added. 

"There are 85,000 acres in need of 
tile outlet terraces; that means 21 mil­
lion feet of terrace while 50,000 to 
100,000 feet actually are being put in 
annually," Bright said. 

Since it's impossible to get all that's 
needed installed, Bright said his office 
is concentrating on promotion of min­
imum tillage. There are 261,761 acres 
in the county, so nearly one-third are 
in need of treatment. but even more 
could benefit from minimum tillage. 

"There are 10 people who are gomg 
to have demonstratio·1 plots on no-till 
practices," Bright said. " 'orne are on 
od but most are on corn ground The 

plots are between 10 and 40 acres 
each." 

He has been working with the ASCS 
commttlee in an effort to get cost-shar­
mg funds for conservation tillage. 

"It probably wouldn't be a whole lot 
- maybe $5 to S 10 per acre for con­
servation tillage and $10 to $15 for no­
till. We would make them meet speci­
fications, like 2,000 pounds of d~bm 
left on slopes up to 3"1 and 3,000-4,000 
pounds on steeper slopes " 

Com stalks and simliar plant debrts 
help hold soil and moi•ture 'orne no­
tillage advocates plant com in sod 
ground, using special equipment. 



Plant Earlier 
With Conservation 
Tillage 

If you want to plant earlier this 
year to take advantage of what 
moisture is in the soil , you might 
want to consider a " conservation 
tillage" system. This type of 
system leaves crop residues on 
the soil stuiace, and requires 
fewer trips across a field before 
planting. With some systems, 
planting is the only operation, 
says Howard Bright, District 
Conservationist of the Soil 
Conservation Service in Des 
Moines county . 

"To be able to plant earlier, 
you've got to be in the field 
planting when your neighbor is 
plowing, discing, or harrowing," 
Bright says. The condition your 
soil is in, the amount of crop 
residue you have to work with, 
and the type of planter you have 
are important pomls to consider. 

The main point in deciding 
when to plant is to start as soon 
as the soil is fit to plant in. " As 
soon as the soil is warm enough 
and dry enough, you' re ready to 
go with no-till , slot planting or till 
planting," says SCS agronomist 
John Maddy. "Some farmers 
shred cornstalks or disc lightly 
ahead of planting with these 
systems," he says, " but the idea 
is to plant in the row of last year's 
crop. Discing can destroy the 
warm, dry soil in that c rop row, 
and delay planting." 

Over-working the ground 
before planting not only causes 
later planting - it also covers crop 
residues . Those residues are 
valuable m preventing soil 
erosion by wmd and water In 
soybean land in particular, 
residues are easily buried " This 
land is ideal for a no-till or till 
plant system," the agronomist 
says 

The SOli conservationists say 
that 1f fertilizer and herbicide 
incorporation are needed, they 
recommend chiseling or discint: 
lightly to leave as much residue 
on the soli surface as possible. 

Plan For Spring 
Cost-Sharing 

Desp1te the snow on the first 
da y of spring , f.1rmers are 
planning for their spring cost­
sharmg practices with the Soil 
Conservation Service. 

Either alre.tdy approved or 
soon to be approved are 26 
terraces, 20 ponds, two water­
ways and one lo1goon. A few of 
these are 1976 measures left from 
the fall 

Some farmers in the 
Mediapolis district planning 
terracing for this spring and fall 
are Earl Miller, Harold Abel, 
Lloyd Massner, Bill Myers , 
Darrell Tucker, Cecil Burkey, 
Art Strawhacker, Eric Massner, 
and Virgil Massner. 

Ray Petersen , Dan Wistrom, 
Walter Lee Tyner, Raymond 
Johnson and Jerry Miller are 
planning stock watering ponds 
for their farms . 

Carroll Oberman is planning to 
construct a large waterway, and 
Milford Kester is looking toward 
__ ._ __ 

terracing and a lagoon . 
Most of these measures are 

through 50 percent federal cost­
sharing . A few are funded 
through the State 

Deane Thornton of the ASCS 
office said there was originally 
$62 ,000 in federal funds fo• 
conservation practices , and 
estimates there is $2~ 000 
remaining . He urges any farmer 
interested 1n conservation 
practices to apply soon. 

SCS Will Give 
Away Pasture Seed 

Howard Bright, Des Moines 
county soil consen•ation service 
director, said they have 50 lbs. of 
free seed to give away to any 
interested farmer . It is Big Rlue 
Stem, enough for six acres . 

"It must be a permanent 
pasture," said Bright. 

The seed is from a na tive 
prairie grass , according to 
Bright, and makes a good mid­
summer pasture when others are 
dormant. ' 'The best grazing time 
is July a nd August," said Bright 
of the free seed. 

Any farmer Interested '" 
planting the seed in a per ma nent 
pasture should InQUire at the soil 
conserva tion office a t the 
Fede ral Building, Ma in a nd 
Jefferson Streets , Burlington 
" We will give instructions on how 
to plant it," said Bright. They 
also want to study the grass to 
see how it grows in this are11 

Present New 
Measures To RC&D 

At the March meeting of the 
Geode Wonderland RC&D 
Council, sever a I new measures 
were presented and approved for 
mclusion in the Area Plan 

A Farmers Market system is to 
be developed in Keokuk , Ft 
Ma di son, a nd Burlington , 
fea turing opportunities for Ollllet 
for youth group garden projects 
and loca l truck farmers . 

An outdoor cla ssroom planning 

Who, when, 
where & why 

Monday, April 25 
9:00 a.m. - Burlington city 

council, public hearing and bid ad­
vertismg on Flint Hills Golf course 
reclamation project, mayor's office , 
ci ty hall. 

7:30 p.m, - Burlington plan 
commis~ion, regular session, coun­
cil chamber, city hall. 

12 noon ~outheast Iowa plan-
ning commission, regular session, 
Flint Hills room, Hotel Burlington . 

Tuesday, April 26 
lO a.m. Burlington city offi-

cials and Federal Aviation Admin­
istration representatives, on Munic­
ipal airport, mayor's office. 

Wednesday, April 27 
6:30 p.m - Des Moines County 

HC&U council, Room 230, Bur­
l tlington federal building 

7:30p.m. -Des Moines County 
'oil Conservation dist rict commis­

sioners. Room 230, Burlington fed ­
eral building, regular meet ing, and 
county Resource Coord inatmg Ad­
visory committee. 

Thursday, April 28 
9:00 a m. - Des Momes county 

supervisors and Burlington city 
council, joint ambulance service, 
city hall. 

2:00 p.m - Burlington c1ty 
council, work ~ession, mayor's of­
lice . 

and implementation at Lincoln 
School , Fl. Madison , was 
discussed. 

Agricultural chemical waste 
disposal for Louisa County was 
presented, involving flushmg. 
crushing, and salvage of farm 
chemical containers. 

The board moved to send a 
letter of inquiry to the City of 
Burlington to determine their 
reasoning in dumping fill 
.. 1aterial mto the Mississippi. T 
RC&D is promoting the reduction 
of sediments in the streams, and 
are concerned about the 
displacement of water in the 
flood plain as well as pollutant 
hazards 

Philosophies, techniques, and 
legalities of environmental 
education were discussed for 
about two hours A plan for 
developing an Environmental 
Education measure wa 
presented to Ralph Dewey, RC& 
D director. involving contact 
persons for each school m the 
RC&D area and a core com· 
millee representing all the 
publics to work out the measure . 

A regular meeting is set for 
April 6, 7:30 p.m., in the meeting 
room at Capitol Savings and 
Loan, Mt. Pleasant. On the 
agenda is a program concerning 
the EPA Water Quality 
Program 208. This will be a 
public informational meeting. 

The county councils will meet 
and name representatives to the 
Area Council and elect officers . 
Several new measures are being • 
proposed These include a 
Farmers Market and potential 
riverfront developments In­
volving tourism and recreation 
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Saving our soil. .. 
A GUEST EDITORIAL 

by Governor Robert D. Ray 

In this bicentennial year, we can pause and refiect upon our accompliahmenllln 
America which are unparalleled by any other nation. Thole accompllahmentl, ln 
great part, have been made because of the Initiative and creativity of the hard­
working citizens of this country. 

There lJ another Important reason for our success-our natural resources. In Iowa , 
we live, walk, drive, and grow food on one of our nation'• mOlt valuable natural 
resources-the soli 

Take a look at the facts Agriculture is our lea dint e. port lnduatry, with m dJUion 
ln export saltt a year, or 20 percent of aU our exportl. Eac.h of our farmen feeds 
hlmselr and 55 other Americans M a group, U. S. farmen spent 175 5 billion last 
year which goes into our economy for the benefit of aU. 

These facta are Important to us ln Iowa, where 95 percent of our land 11 In 
agriculture and where our economy 11 he&NI.Iy oriented toward apiculture. 

Unfortunately, the unique combination of10U and climate that maket Iowa ideal 
for crop production allo makea our 1tate one wtth a bWt pot1ntlal for 1011 ero.ion. 
We have seen some aertoua erotlon of top quallty fannlaod. CoaMrvatlon offtdals 
~~i~nthat leu than half of our land ll properly protldld from tbe menace of IOU 

The need for good contervatloo practlcea in urbau and ID$»triaJ areu that IUp­
IXlrt our aartcuJtural economy il equa1I;J tllllltlal . Aad proflr CObiii'YaUon :==ru wW be needed to maintain tbe quality of Ule we tlljoy for future 

We have alwa)'J recotnlzed the need to COGIWVI and~ valuabJeaoU. Iowa 11 

~~: :~~~~uth!=a= ==~~-It• own 1\m tor coet Marini wtth tan· 

AJ we obHrve SoU and Wat• ConMrvaUob w• September U.ll, r would Uke to 
joln thouaands of others In pe)'inl trtbute to the COIIMn'eUon mlDded farm .. of 

~;ka~ ~".:. t:..ou:.·:~;u::,~ rural and urban allll:e, who atve ot their Ume and effort to 

However, we muat not dwell on our put accomplllbmeotl, but on the tl.llt that llet 
before us Working together we can lncreue the productivity of our reiOUrt:e bue 
~~a~ at the same time make Iowa an even better place In which to live, work, and 

Soil erosion also a 
problem in cities 
When the soli conservation movement 

began 40 yean ago In America, eroelon 
was thought of onJy as a farm problem. 
But recently, a soU era~ ion has been 
recognized as a serious problem within 
city limits 

SoU eroaion can be 10 times worse on 
urban development land tha n on 
cropland, and 200 timt6 wone than on 
pastureland, according to WIUiam Brune, 
state conservationist, Soil Conaervatlon 
Service 

Stream channels below conatructlon 
s\tea o(ten become filled with sediment , 
then flood after heavy rains 

Sediment, the greatest single pollutant 
of our llreams, lalr.es and reaervoin, 
damages nearly every area where it is 
dejXlslted, Brune said. It Iowen water 
quality for recreation uses and shortens 
the effective life of reservoirs It buries 
lawns, flUs ditcht:t, clogs storm sewen 
block:J n•v1&atlon c.haMels, and h~ 
same and shell fish 

N_atlonwlde damaae caused by 
sediment each year is estimated at s.soo 
million 

Iowa Ia a leader m the fight to stop 
erosion and sediment within cities In 
1870, the Iowa legislature paned a law 
reqwring clllea to become part of local 
soli COn.tervatlon districts Diatrlct.a a~ 
the localaubdivia\on. of state government 
raponslble for carrying out soU con­
servation programs, explains Brune 

Another law was puaed in tr71 uraJ.nl 
soil conservation on farmland and ur­
banlzinb land. "Soil lou llmitl" of 5 toru 
per acre per year are now eatabll1hed for 
construction sites. 

If these limit1 are exceeded, nel&hbon 
being damaaed by sediment may com­
plain to the soU district to force the 
developer to solve the problem. 

Many to\1/a cltlt1 are pauma ero~lon 
control ordmancea which require the local 
soil conservation dlatrict to review 
development plana before a bulldln& 
permit Is luued. Othen are coope:rattnc 
with farmer• out1ide the city limits to 
stop erosion and floodina problem• which 
affect farms, city land and facUitlea. 

Many conservation practicu and 
concepts used to control er01lon on far­
mland can be used ln cities, uya Brune. 

The USDA SoU Conservation Service 
wtth an office In every county, lla ~ 
of help for ero.lon problem•. Eac.h Qfftee 
hu sollllntonnatlon to lhow developen 
or home bullder~ potential problem•. 11 
well as apeclflc recommendatlona for 
solv1ng urban erosion problema. 

The Iowa Department of SOIL Con· 
servatlon hu a new225·paae book "Iowa. 
Guidelines for SoU and Water Con­
servation in Urbanitln& Areu" whlc.h 
outlines solutions to urban erosion 
problems The book ll available to city 
oHiclala and urban developen. 

September 12-18 

State and federal cost-share 
programs offered in Iowa 

Iowa landownrn lnveetin.g l.n IOU 
conservation mea1ures can get OOil·lhare 
a11lstance from two aourcet - 1t.te and 
(ederal. 

Legl1laton and citizen• concerned 
about maintaining the productivity of 
Iowa's 101Jd reaourcet atarted a state 
cost-share prOifam to accelerate soU 
conservation efforll In Iowa . Federal 
money 11 allo avaUable to Iowa farmen 
for conservation wort. 

Federal cost·lhare prolfams are ad­
ministered through county commltteee of 
the USDA '1 Agricultural Stablllt.atlon and 
Conservation Service (ASCS). Thla II part 
of the A&rlcultural Con1ervatlon 
Program <ACP). 

ACP funds will provide M.B ml111on for 
cost sharing In lowe durina 1978. The 
assistance Is used for permanent and 
annual conservation practice~ . 

Iowa began its own cost-share program 
In 1m. State funds are uaed for per­
manent soU conaervatlon practlca and 
are administered through local offtc~ of 
the aoU con~ervatlon dlltricta In the stl.te. 

Landownen who voluntarily lnat.ll 
conservation practices may receive so 
percent of the COlt from the atl.te 
proifam. 

The Iowa Department of SoU Con· 
servatlon overaeea the program . It 
received a $4 mtlllon appropriation from 
the Iowa Genera Alaembly for the 1978-77 
fiscal year. The cost-share program was 
funded at U .S million for the 1975·78 ftacal 
year. 

Applicants for aulstance under either 
program receive technical asalatance 
from the USDA 's Soli Con•ervatlon 
Service for layout and detlgn or needed 
conaervatton measures. 

eo.t abarina bel~ pay for needed 
conae:rvatlon worll: done on a voluntary 
and cooperative baaia. Both landownen 
and the public benefit from measures 
installed so they share the COlt. 

Types of permanent soli colllervatlon 
practices shared Include terraces , 
erosion control structurea, waterways, 
divenioru, field wtndbreakl. tree plan­
ting and seeding of critical area1. 

Five percent of the state cost-share 
funds ia held in reserve ln cue of ' 
mandatory measures required by Iowa's 
Sediment Control Law. Under Iowa law 
persona whose land erodes at a rate ex­
ceeding the soU lou llmlll set by their 
local soil conservation district can have 
a complaint flied agaln1t them by ad­
joining landowners receivina sediment 
damage. 

The law requires 75 percent cost 
sharing be provided if landowners must 
install conservation measures because or 
a complaint. 

Soil loss limits also apply to con­
struction sites and nonagricultural Ianda, 
but cost sharing Is not required on theae 
s ites. 

Another portion of the state funds ia 
used for watenheds above state-owned 
lakes They quatuy for special project 
status and are eligible for reaerve fUnds 
plus those allocated to the local soU 
conservation district . 

The soli conservation districts require a 
landowner to be a cooperator with the 
district before state co.st-ahare funds can 
be made available for the voluntary and 
special project categories. In the 75 
percent cost-sharing category, where 
conservation practices are mandated, the 
landowner does not have to be a 
cooperator with the district . 

The Iowa cost-share program has in· 
creased the application of soU con· 
servatlon practices on Iowa Ianda. The 
fall of 1975 established recorda for the 
number of conservation practices applied 
during a construction season. 

As a result, many districts throughout 
the state exhausted their state cost-share 
funds durins the fall of 1975. 

State conMrVaUon dillrict of· 
Hciala are t'ep)rUna a heavy 1ipup for 
state soU conservation COit·lhare funda. 
available since July 1. Requests for state 
cost-sharing funds exceed the 1976-77 
allocation in many districts. 

Landowners Interested In this 
assistance should contact their local soli 
conservation district office or county 

Conservation tillage saves time 
and money for this farmer 

Conventional isn't always the beat, says 
Dean Lindflott, Joice, Iowa farmer. He 
has a field of continuous corn tbat hun't 
been moldboard-plowed for nine yean. 
He chisel-plows it every yean. 

''A lot of my fields are pl"'!tty hilly 10 1 
use conservation tWage to reduce soU and 
water erosion and alJo to save time," be 
said. 

I had vlrtuaUy no soU 1oaa lhla spring 
from wlnd erotloa," be l aid. 

This year Llndflott chisel-plowed 400 of 
his 1200acres of continuous corn. ln other 
years, he has chiseled up to 800 acres. He 
usually chisels land with erosion 
problems. 

Because chisel plowing ie faster than 
moldboard plowing, he has gotten away 
from much spring plowing. "Time Is very 
important to me because of the amount of 
land I farm," adds Lindflott. He aald 
chisel plowing Is 50 percent faster than 
moldboard plowing. 

Chlaellng Ia futer because I can clrlve 
raster and my chbel take. a IIZ-lncb 
swath compared to 108 lncbea wltb my 
moldboard plow. 

His chile! allo requires less upkeep and 
less fuel At a nine-inc.h depth, a mold­
board plow uses 2.75gaUona of diesel fuel 
per acre and a chlJel plow uses 1.5 gaUons 
per acre, he said. 

Where he does moldboard plow, Und­
flott uses a high clearance plow that 
leaves more mulch on the soU surface 
than a conventional moldboard plow. 

Besides these advantages, yields aren' t 
muc.h dUferent between his chiseled and 
moldboard plowed acres. Last year he 
averaged 110 bushels per acre of No. 2 
com. 

Conservation tUlage works well for 
l..indllotl. He c»e.' t have the prob.lenaa 
some people u.octate with lt. He bu no 
major insect , diae.ue or weed problema. 
"'?f course there are some weeda, like 
mtlkweed, that probably will always be a 
problem," he adds. 

For Insect control he alternates using 10 
pounds per acre of Furadan, five pounds 
of Dyfonate and eight pounds of Counter. 

He UHI the aame rata for ht. chllel and 
moldboard plowed acra. He Ulel three 
chemleaiJ to avoid buildup of inaect 
re:siata.nce. 

There ia 1110 no variation between 
tillage for his herbicide rate.. Hll bulc 
herbldide 1.1 Lauo at two and ooe-half to 
three quarta per acre. 1bit year lJndflott 
applied two quarts of Prowl, tbe oew 
herbicide, "m01t1y out or curl011ty." 
Where braodleaf weeds are a problem, he 
adds one and one-hall pounds of Atrazine 
to Lauo. 

Com stalks aren' t a problem, either. If 
he chiaels in the fall, he d.1tb the atalb in 
the spring, On lprilll-chlaeled land, the 
stalks are dlaked berore planting. 

In the raU, Lindflott uaeo 12-in<:b chile! 
pointa with a curved •hank. In the sprt.na:, 
he preren elgbt-lnch ch!.lel polnta with a 
straight shank. " Which one you use 
depends on what you're doinl," explal.nl 
Undflott. The curved shank rum 
:~lower than the straigbt ab.anks, be 

When Lindflott sprt.n.c plows be uses hiJ 
moldboard plow untO May 8 becauae the 
IOU wanns up faater on moldboard 
plowlna: .• But alter May 8, be chiJe1 ptowa. 
He dldn t do any oprlng plowing thll year 

because of tbe good weather Jut fall . 
For fertllller th..ll year 1Jndf1ott applled 

150 pounds of nttroseol 80 pounds or 
J:ilosphate and 100 pounds or pot.uh. 
Nitrogen Ia applied in tbe form of 
anhydrous ammonJa or 8 percent nJtroten 
solution. M01t of the pboephate and 
potash lJ bu.lk apread. A atarter fertllher 
11 applied at planting tlme. 

The com harve~t la dried and stored in 
loUT bini that hold 70,000 bu8belll. Fifteen 
percent of ht. com yteld coea back Into ht. 
hoe open.U.. of 10 eon, furow-t&ftnlab. 

Lindflott'a price IMI for lut year'a 
CJ"'P wu S2.50 per bulbel. Hil producton 
coet wu 11.70 per buahel . 

ln this high management operation 
Undflott proves that coDJerVaUon Ullage 
works: and la profit.ble. 

• . ASCS office. • . , .. .. . 

Pallure ~~~"~~9!: .. pastures with interseeding 
popular with Iowa farmers, say1 Frank lnterseeding Is done quickly because no 
Schaller, exten1ion aaronoml1t at tow a plowing or disklng Is required. The gra11 
Stl.te Univenlty lnteneedina, a method sod Ia not deatroyed and wiU reaume 
of pasture renovation , reduces soli growth in three to four weelu after 
erosion compared to the conventional spraying with Paraquat. Thl• reduces 
method of plowing or dl1klna. then chances of erosion on hilly pasture land. 
•eedlna. The seeding can be grazed durtna the 

Legumes are lnteneeded In pa1ture seeding year but should be limited to 
with a special drill that open• a sUt or favor legume establllhment. 
trench in ara11 IOd. Seed II placed In the Interseeding is most eiiectlve on uitn' 
trench and covered shallow, low producing Dluegraa 1001. "PPIYm¥ 

Paraquat, a contact herbicide, can be lime and fertlliur and spraying weeds 
sprayed on exi1tlna grau to retard with 2, 4-D are Important to establllhlng' 
arowth untU the new seedlings a~ the new seeding and to production after 
eatabllahed. establishment. lnteraeedlna can be done 

Eltabllahfna legumes such as blrdafoot In early spring or in late summer from 
trefoU, alfalfa, and crownvetch can Jn. kid-August to early September 
crea.ae puture yields, Improve forage Frost Jeeding is an alternative method 
quality, and elimlnate the need for of establishing legwnes In grauiOd. Thb 
nltrocen fertWt.er, aaya Schaller. ll broadcasting legumes on establiabed 

grass without tUlage, in late February or 

March. Seed Is covered by freelin& and 
lhawin& of the surface soil and early 
sprln& ralna. 

Fr01t seeding is considered an un­
certain practice, but It often worb weU. It 
may be the onJy alternative on hUilldea 
too steep for other seeding method&. 

Best success from froat seeding is when 
weeds are sprayed and the grau lJ 
clo1ely grazed the fall before teedlna. 
Phoaphorus and potaulum ferttll&er 
should be applied ln the fall. A Ugbt 
disklng foUowlng fertilizer spreading may 
help cover the seed. 

Blrdsfoot treloU, alfalfa and the cloven 
have been eatabl11hed by frwt leeding. A 
mixture SchaUer suggesta for bluegr.,. 
*Mill five pound! per acre of red clover 
and four poWlds of blrdsfoot trefoU. 

~ 
I0\1\a 
a place to grow 
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Saving our soil. .. 
A GUEST EDITORIAL 

by Governor Robert D. Ray 

ln this bicentennial year, we can pause and reflect upon our accompllahmenta In 
America which are unparalleled by any other nation. Thoae accompllahmenll, In 
great part , have been made because of the initiative and creativity of the hard· 
working citizens of this country. 

There Is another Important n!UOn for our succeu-()ur natural resourcea In Iowa, 
we live, walk, drive, and grow food on one of our natlon 'a moat valuable natural 
resources- the soil 

Take a look at thefacll Agriculture il our leading export induatry, with m diUion 
in export sales a year , or 20 percent of aU our exportl. Each of our farmers feeda 
himself and 55 other Americana As a group, U. S fannen spent f75 S billion last 
year which goes lnto our economy for the benefit of aU. 

Thete facti are important to ua ln Iowa, where i6 percent of our land Ia In 
agriculture and where our economy Ia heully oriented toward aar\culture. 

Unfortunately, the unique combination of 10U and cllmate that makee Iowa Ideal 
for crop production allo makea our alate one witb a~ poumtlal for aoU erotlon. 
We have seen aome aerioua ero~lon of top quality farmlud. Cooaervatlon o!ftctala 
report that le11 than half of our land la properly proted.ld from tbe menace of 10U 
erosion 

The need for good conHrVItlon practlcea in urban and iDDtrtaJ area that au~ 
port our aartcultural economy i.t equ.allr ...ual. ADd .......- COGIIWVaOon 
meaaurea wUJ be needed to maintain tbe quallty ot Ule we -.Joy for future 
generations 

th::~~v:t:!:~~=!~te=~==~~ c::'=U~~wl~~ 
downers to inataU C:OnHrVIUoa practtc.. 

AI we obterve SoU and Water ConNrVaUon Week Septllllber 12·11, I wou.Jd Uke to 
}otn thouaandl of others In pa)'lna tribute to the COGIII'VaUon minded farmers or 
Iowa , and to thote c:IUz.ena rural and urban aute, who ~Jive ot their time and effort to 
make our proiP'amt work 

However, we muat not dwell on our put acc:ompli.t.hmenll, but on the task that llet 
before us. Working together we can Increase the productivity of our reaourc:e bale 
:~.~ at the same time make Iowa an even better place ln which to live, work , and 

Soil erosion also a 
problem in cities 
When the soil contervatlon movement 

began 40 yean aRo In America , erosion 
was thought of only as a fann problem 
But recently, a soil erosion has been 
recogn\ted as a serious problem wlthln 
city limit& 

SoU erosion can be 10 times worse on 
urba n development land than on 
cropland, and 200 tlmea worse t.ban on 
pastureland, according to William Brune, 
state conservationist, SoU Conservation 
Service 

Stream channels below construction 

~: ~!:; =~:.~~a~~~h sediment , 
Sediment , the greatest single pollutant 

of our streams, lakes and reaervoln, 
damages nearly every area where It Is 
deposited, Brune sa id It Iowen water 
quality for recreation uses and shortens 
the effective ure of reaervoln It buries 
lawns, flUs ditches, clogs storm sewers, 
blocks navigation channels, and hurts 
game and ahell fish . 

Nationwide damage caused by 
sediment each year is estimated at ssoo 
million 

Iowa is a leader in the fight to stop 
erosion and sediment within cities In 
1970, the Iowa lqlslature passed a law 
reqwring cities to become part of local 
soU con~ervation districts Districts &n! 
the local subdlvisiona or state 1Jovemment 
responsible for can·ytng out soil con­
servation programs , explains Brune 

Another law was paued in 19'71 UTJIJ\1 
soil conservation on fannland and W'­
banizinb land. "Soil lou llmlll " or 5 tons 
per acre per year are now established for 
construction sites 

If these limlta are exceeded, nelghbon 
belniJ damaged by aedlrnent may com· 
plain to the soU dlttr1ct to force the 
developer to solve the problem 

Many low'a cltlea are p .. alna erosion 
control ordinances which require the loc::al 
so il conservation district to review 
development plana before a bulldlnc 
permit Ia iaaued. Other. are cooperatlng 
with fanners outJide the city llmill to 
stop erosion and floodin1 problema which 
arfect farms , city land and facUitlea. 

Many conservation practices and 
concepts used to control eroalon on far­
mland can be uaed tn cities, aaya Brune. 

The USDA Soli Conservation Service 
with an otnce In every county, ll a aourc~ 
of help for eroaton problema. Each ofnce 
hu 10111 information to ahow developen 
or home bullden potential problem•, aa 
well as apeclflc recommenda.tlona for 
solving urban erotlon problema. 

The Iowa Department of SOIL Con­
servatlon has a new 225·pa1Je book "Iowa. 
Guidelines for Soil and Water Con­
servation in Urbanlz.l.ng Areu" whJch 
outlines solutions to urban eroalon 
problems The book Ia available to city 
officials and urban developen. 

September 12-18 

State and federal cost-share 
programs offered in Iowa 

Conservation tillage saves time 
and money for this farmer 

Iowa landownen tnve.tlnj: in aoU 
conaervatlon meuures can get 001t-ahare 
aaalttance from two source. - atate and 
federal . 

Legillaton and cltlzena concerned 
about matntalning the productivity of 
lowa 'a soUd reiOW"Cfll started a state 
coat-share program to uce.lerate soU 
con.aervatlon efforta in Iowa. Federal 
money iJ also available to Iowa fannen 
for coRJerVation wort . 

Federal coat·ahare programs are ad­
ministered through county committee. of 
the USDA 's Agricultural StabUizatlon and 
ConaervationServtceCASCS). Thll i.t part 
of the Agricultural Conservation 
Program CACP ). 

ACP funds will provide $6.8 mUllan for 
coat sharing In Iowa dwina 1978. The 
auistance iJ used for pennanent and 
annual conservation practlcet. 

Iowa began its own coat-share program 
in 1973. State funds are uaed for per­
manent soU conaerntion practice. and 
are administered through local ofncet of 
the soli conaervatlon dl.ttricta in the atate. 

Landownen who voluntarUy inatall 
conservation practices may receive so 
percent of the COlt from the state 
program. 

The Iowa Department of SoU Con­
servation over tees the program . It 
received a $4 million appropriation from 
the Iowa Genera Alaembly for the 1976-n 
fiacal year. The coat-lhare program was 
funded at S2.5 million for the 1975-76 nacal 
year. 

Applicants for asatatance under either 
program receive technical autatance 
from the USDA's Soil Conservation 
Service for layout and design of needed 
conservation meaaurn. 

Cost sharing helpl pay for needed 
conservation work done on a voluntary 
and cooperative basta. Both landowners 
and the public benefit from measurea 
instaUed so they share the coat. 

1'ypes of permanent soil conservation 
practices shared Include terraces , 
eroelon control structures, waterways , 
divenlona, field windbrealu, tree plan­
ting and seed.ina of critical areaa 

Five percent of the state coat-ahare 
funds Ia held in reserve in case of 1 

mandatory meaaures required by Iowa 1 
Sediment Control Law. Under Iowa law 
persona whoae land erodes at a rate ex­
ceeding the soU looa llmlto set by their 
local soil conservation dlltrlct can have 
a complalnt filed againat them by ad­
joining landowners receiving sediment 
damage. 

The law requires 75 percent coat 
sharing be provided If landowners must 
install conservation measures because of 
a complaint 

SoU loss limits also apply to con­
struction sites and nonagricultural lands, 
but cost sharinJ Is not required on these 
sites. 

Another portion of the state funds Ia 
used for watersheds above state-owned 
lakes They qualify for special project 
status and are eligible for reserve funds 
plus those aiJoc::ated to the local soU 
conservation district . 

The soil conservation districts require a 
landowner to be a cooperator with the 
district before state cost-share funds can 
be made available for the voiWltary and 
special project categories . In the 75 
percent cost-sharing category, where 
conservation practices are mandated, the 
landowner does not have to be a 
cooperator with the district. 

The Iowa cost-share program has in· 
creased the application of soU con­
servation practices on Iowa lands. The 
fall of 1975 established records for the 
number of conservation practices applied 
during a construction season. 

As a result, many districts throughout 
the state exhausted their state cost-share 
fWlds during the fall of 1975. 

State conservation diatrict of-
ficials are reporting a heavy signup for 
state soil conservation cost-share funds.,.. 
available since July 1. Requests for state 
cost-sharing funds exceed the 1976-77 
allocation In many districts 

Landowners Interested in this 
assistance should contact their local soU 
conservation district office or county 
ASCS office 

Conventional isn 't always the best, says 
Dean Undflott , Joice, Iowa fanner . He 
has a Oeld of continuous corn that hasn't 
been moldboard-plowed for nine yeara. 
He chisel-plows it every yean, 

" A lot of my fields are pretty hilly 10 I 
use conservation tmage to reduce soU and 
water eroeion and allo to save tlme," he 
said. 

I had virtually no aoU 1 ... tblt aprtng 
from wind erotiOD," be said. 

Thto year Llndflott cbtoel-plowed 400 of 
his 1200 acres of continuous corn. In other 
years , he haa chl.seled up to 800 acres. He 
usually chisels land with erosion 
problems 

Because chisel plowing is faster than 
moldboard plowing, he nas gotten away 
from much spring plowing. " Time Ia very 
important to me because of the amount of 
land I fann, " adds Llndflott . He said 
chisel plowing Is 50 percent faster than 
moldboard plowing. 

Chltellng Lt fatter because I cao drive 
faster aod my cblael takn a 182-lncb 
awalb compared to 108 locbet wltll my 
moldboard plow. 

HiJ chileJ also requires leu upkeep and 
less fuel At a nin~inch depth, a mold­
board plow uses 2.75 gaUona of diesel fuel 
per acre and a chl.sel plow uses 1.5gallons 
per acre, he sald. 

Where he does moldboard plow, Lind­
non uses a blgh clearance plow that 
leaves more mulch on the soU surface 
than a conventional moldboard plow. 

Besides these advantages, yields aren 't 
much different between his chiseled and 
moldboard plowed acres. Last year he 
averaged 110 bushels per acre of No. 2 
corn 

Conservation tUiaae works well for 
Lindflott He doesn 't have the problem.. 
some people associate with it. He has no 
major Insect, disease or weed problems. 
" Of course there are some weed!, like 
milkweed, that probably wilJ always be a 
problem," he add!. 

For insect control he alternates using 10 
poWlds per acre of Furadan, five pounds 
of Dyfonate and eight pounds of Counter. 

Renovate pastures with interseeding 
Pasture renovation ta becoming more 

popular with Iowa farmers, says Frank Inteneedingls done quickly because no March Seed is covered by freezing and 
Schaller, extenaion aeronomist at Iowa plowing or disklng is required. The grass thawing of the surface soU and early 
State University. lnteraeedlna, a method sod Is not destroyed and will resume spring rains. 
of paature renovation, reducea soil growth in three to four weelu: after Frost seeding ia considered an un-
eroalon compared to the conventional spraying with Paraquat. This reduces certain practice, but it often works weU. It 
method of plowlna or dlaklna. then chances of erosion on hilly pasture land may be the only alternative on hUltidea. 
seedlna . The seedlna can be grazed durtn1 the too steep for other seeding methods 

Legumes are lnteneeded In paature Seeding year but should be limited to Best success from froat seeding iJ when 
with a special drill that opena a alit or favor leawne establishment. weeds are sprayed and the grass 1

1 trench In graaa sod. Seed Ia placed In the lnterseeding is most effective · · closely grazed the feU before seedin& 
trench and covered shallow. low producing OJuegrau soaa. !~~~~~ Phoaphorus and potauium ferttllze; 
s Paraquat, a c:ontact herbicide, can be lime and fertilizer and spraying weeds should be applied in the feU . A Ught 
pr~ed on exJatlna grau to retard with 2, 4-D are Important to establlahlng diaklng following fertilizer spreading may 
::~bllth:tll the new seed.ltnas are the new Seedina and to productloo after help cover the seed. 

Es bllahi establishment . lnterseeding can be done BlrdsfoottrefoU, alfalfaandlhecloven 
ta R1 legumes such as blrdsfoot In early spring or in late summer fro have been eatabllahed by frost seeding A = alfatlfa , and crownvetch can in- kld-AIJiust to early September m mixture Schaller suggests for bluegr~ 

quality, ~n;eel~~ie lm:v:~rar:~ of=~~~~~ il an al~ernative method :IOd Ia five powu:b per acre of red clover 
nltroaen fertilizer, aaya Schaller. Ia broadcas~g ~U:: ~S::::i~ and four pounds of blrdsfoot trefoil . 

grasa without tiJlage, ln late February or 

He ute~lhe aame ratee for biJ chilel and 
moldboard plowed acres. He usee three 
chemicals to avoid buUdup of inaect 
resl.stance. 

There ia also no variation between 
tillage for bla herbicide rate.. HlJ butc 
berbldide il La.uo at two and one-ball to 
three quarta per acre. TbtJ year Undflott 
applied two quarta of Prowl, the new 
herbicide, " m01Uy out of curlc.ity." 
Where braodleaf weedl are a problem, he 
adds one and on~haU pounds of Atruine 
to L.auo. 

Corn stalb aren' t a problem, either. If 
he cbloe!J In the fall, he dlab the stalb In 
the spring. On spring-cbtoeled land, the 
stalu an dlsked befo~ planting. 

In the fall, Lindflott uaea 12-lnc:h chiael 
polnto with a curved shank. In the spring, 
he prefen ell!ht·lncb chJ.oeJ polnta with a 
straight shank. "Which one you use 
depends on what you're doing," explalna 
Undflott. The curved &hank nms 
shallower than the straight ahanka, he 
said. 

When Lindflott sprina plowa he uses bia 
moldboard plow until May 8 because the 
IOU wanns up faster on moldboard 
plowing. But after Mays, he c:hiJel pJoWJ. 
He didn' t do any spring plowinJ thia year 

because of the good weather laat fall 
For fertilizer thil year Undflott applied 

t50 pounds of nltrotJen, 80 pounds of 
phosphate and 100 poUQdl of potuh. 
Nitrogen i.a applied in the form or 
anhydrous ammonia or a percent nJtroten 
solution. Most of the pboaphate and 
potash il bulk spread. A atarter fertiliter 
Is applied at planting time. 

The corn harvett la dried and atored in 
four bini that hold 70,000 buahela. Fltteen 
percent of l9 corn yield goea back into hlJ 
hog operation of 80 aowa, farrow-to-flnlab 

Lindflott'a price goal for Jut year'~ 
crop was t2.50 per bushel. Hia producton 
cost waa $1.70 per buabel . 

In this high management operation 

~o~:o!~~r:v:o~bc:~atlon llllage 

IO\\a 
a J)lace to grow 
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Saving our soil. .. 
A GUEST EDITORIAL 

by Governor Robert D. Ray 

In this bicentennial year, we can pause and renect up:m our accompliahmenta tn 
America which are unparalleled by any other nation. Those accompUihmentl, ln 
great part, have been made because of the Initiative and creativity of the hard· 
working citizens of this country. 

There Is another Important reason for our success-our natural resources. In Iowa, 
we live, walk, drive, and grow food on one of our nation's most valuable natural 
resources-the soU 

Take a look at the facts. Agriculture is our leading export industry, with $22 c:HUion 
ln ex!XIrt sales a year, or 20 percent of aU our ex porta. Each of our farm en feeds 
hlmsel£ and 55 other Americans. As a group, U. S. farmers spent t75.5 billion last 
year which goes into our economy for the benefit of all . 

Then facti are Important to Ul tn Iowa , where as percent of our land Ia in 
agriculture and where our economy lJ he&Nily orimted toward qrtculture. 

Unfortunately, the unique comblnaUon of toU and climate that make~ Iowa Ideal 
for crop production alto mallet our 1tate one wtth a b1tll pottnllaJ for 1011 erotlon. 
We have seen tome serious eroelon of top quality farmland. CoolervaUon offlela.La 
~~nt.hat leu than hall of our land lJ p;-operly prot.eeted from the men~~ce of 1011 

The need for aood conHrVatlon pracllc.t Ia urbaa and ~ area that •up­
port our agricultural etonomy ll aqua1IJ ........... ADd proflll' ~aUon 

~:e~~na~ be needed to maintain tbl quality ol Ule we ejoy for future 

Wehavealwayarec.ocnl&edthe ntedtoc:oDMrVI ~ vaJUibleaoU. JowalJ 

~~~ :~::.~ th~a= ::~C:..'tl own for mat lhartnc wtth lan-

A. we ob&etve SoU and Water ConMnaUoo Weak September lJ-11 I would Uke to 
join thouundl of others ln paytq tribute to the CGDIII'Yalkln minded farmen of 
~::~ ~= t;~:~~tl=~ rural and urban alike, who live of their time and effort to 

However. we must not dwell on our put acc:omplialunent.l, but on the t .. k thlt liM 
before us Woriling together we Cln lncreue the JrOductjvtty of our reeource base 
~rady at the same time make Iowa an even better place In which to live, woril, and 

Soil erosion also a 
problem in cities 
When the soli conaervatlon movement 

began 40 years ago In America, erosion 
was thought of only as a farm problem 
But recently, a soU erosion has been 
recognized as a serious problem within 
city limits 

Soil erosion can be 10 times worse on 
ur ban develop ment land than on 
cropland, and 300 UmN wone lhan on 
pastureland, according to WiUiam Brune, 
state conservationist, Soil Conservation 
Service 

Stream channels below construction 

~: ~= =~:.~e;ta:~th sediment , 
Sediment, the greatest single pollutant 

of our streams, lailea and reRrvolrt, 
damages nearly every area where It Is 
depoalted, Brune said. It Iowen water 
quality for reuut\on usea and shortens 
the effed. lve life of ruervoln It buries 
lawns, fills dltchea, clogs storm sewen 
blocks navigation chaMels, and hw--U 
game and shell fiah . 

Nationwide damage caused by 
sediment each year is estimated at S500 
million 

lo~a Is a lea~er m the fight to stop 
eros1on and sediment within citlea In 
1970, the Iowa leglalature pa.ued a law 
r~ulrlng cities to become part of local 
s01l conservation diatrtcts Dlatrtc\.1 a~ 
the localaubdivislona of atate government 
responsible for carrying out soU con· 
servation programs, explalnt Brune 

Another law was palled ln lr71 UJ"IlnB 
soil conservation on farmland and ur· 
banlzinb land "Soil lou llmlll" of 5 lona 
per acre per year are now established for 
conatructlon sites . 

If these lim itt are exceeded, nelghbon 
being damaged by aedlment may c:om· 
plain to the soil district to forte the 
developer to solve the problem. 

Many IoWa c\tlea are paulng eroalon 
control ordinance~ which require the local 
soil conservation dlatrlct to review 
development plans before a bulldina 
permit Is luued. Others are cooperattnc 
with farmers out.l\de the city llmill to 
stop erosion and flooding problema which 
affect farms, city land and Cacuttlea. 

Many conservation practices and 
concepts used to control erosion on far­
mland can be uaed ln cities ... )'1 Brune. 

The USDA So\1 Conservation Service 
wtth an office ln every county, Ia a10~ 
of help for eroakm problema. Each offtce 
hu 10Ua lnfonnatton to abow developers 
or home bulldert potential problema, u 
wen 11 specific recommendations Cor 
solving urban erotion problema. 

The Iowa Department of SOIL Con­
servation has a new 225·page booil "Iowa. 
Guidelines for So\1 and Water Con· 
serv~tlon in Urbanlrlna Areu" which 
outlines solutions to urban erot\on 
pr~blems The booil Ia available to city 
off1clala and urban developen. 

September 12-18 

State and federal cost-share 
programs offered in Iowa 

Conservation tillage saves time 
and money for this farmer 

Iowa landownen inveetlnt ln aoU 
conservation meuurea can get COlt-share 
aa.alttance from two 10urcea - alate and 
federal . 

I...egislatort and cltiJ:ens concerned 
about malntalnlng the productlvtty of 
lowa'a 10Ud ruourcee started a state 
coat-share program to accelerate soU 
conservation efforta In Iowa. Federal 
money It alao av1ilable to Iowa fanners 
for conservation woril. 

Federal coat·ahare. pro~tama are ad­
ministered through c:ounty commltteea of 
the USDA'• Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service <ASCS). ThlJ lJ part 
of the A&ricultural Conaervatlon 
Program <ACP ). 

ACP fWlds will provide S6.8 mllllon for 
coat sharing In Iowa during una. The 
aaaiatance ia used for permanent and 
annual conservation practlcee. 

Iowa began Ill own coat-share program 
ln 1973. State funds are uaed for per-­
manent soU c:onaervatlon practlcet and 
are administered through local offices of 
the aoU conaervatlon dlttricllln the alate. 

Landownen who voluntarily install 
conservation practices may receive so 
percent of the cost from the state 
progam. 

The Iowa Department of SoU Con· 
servatlon oversees the program. It 
received a $4 million appropriation from 
the Iowa Genera Aaembly for the 1978-77 
fiscal year. The coat-share program was 
fWlded at $2 5 million for the tr7S.78 flscal 
year. 

Applicants for aulatance under either 
program receive technical aulatance 
from the USDA's SoU Conservation 
Service for layout and dealan of needed 
con..ervaHon measurea. 

Colt shartn& hel~ p,ay for needed 
c:onaervatlon work done on a voluntary 
and cooperative baala. Both landownera 
and the public benefit from measures 
inataUed so they share the cost . 

Typrea of permanent soil c:onservatlon 
practices shared Include terraces, 
erosion control structures, waterways, 
d.lveralons. rteld windbreaks, tree plan· 
tina and seed.lna of critical areas. 

Five percent of the atate COlt-share 
funds Ia held in reserve ln cue of ' 
mandatory meuurea requ.ired by Iowa's 
Sediment Control Law. Under Iowa law 
persons whoae land erodes at 1 rate ex­
ceeding the toO lou llmlll set by their 
local soU conservation district can have 
a complaint filed agalnat them by ad­
joining landowners receiving sediment 
damage. 

The law requires 75 percent cost 
sharing be provided If landowners mlllt 
install conservation measurea because of 
a complaint. 

SoU loss Hmlts also apply to con· 
structlon sltea and nonagricultural lands, 
but cost sharing is not required on these 
s\tea. 

Another portion of the state funds is 
used for watel'lheds above state-owned 
lakea. They qualify for special project 
status and are elf'glble for reserve funds 
plus those allocated to the local soU 
conservation district 

The soil conservation districts require a 
landowner to be a cooperator with the 
district before atate cost-ahare lunda can 
be made available for the voluntary and 
special project categorlea. In the 75 
percent coat-shartna category, where 
conservation practices are mandated, the 
landowner does not have to be a 
cooperator with the district. 

The Iowa cost·share program has in· 
creased the application of soU con­
servation practices on Iowa lands. The 
fall of 1975 established records for the 
nwnber of conservation practices applied 
during a construction season. 

As a result , many dlatrictJ throughout 
the state exhaUited their atate cost-share 
runds during the rau or t97s. 

State conaervaUon ~trict ol-
flclals are reporting a heavy IIIJ'Iup for 
state soil conservation coat-share fundao 
available since July 1. Request.l for stat~ 
cost-sharing funds exceed the 19'16-77 
allocation In many d.lstricta. 

Landowners Interested In this 
assistance should contact their local soil 
conservation district ofUce or county 
ASCS ofUce 

Conventional isn' t always the belt, says 
Dean Lindflott, Joice, Iowa fanner . He 
has a field of contlnuo\11 com that hasn't 
been moldboard-plowed (or nine yean. 
He chisel-plows it every '/earl. 

''A lot of my fields are )X"etty hilly ao I 
u..se conservation tillage to reduce aoU and 
water eroaton and allo .o save time," he 
said. 

I had vlrtuaUy no aoU l011 thll spring 
from wtnd eroaloo., " be aa\d. 

This year Llndflott chlJeJ.plowed 400 of 
his 1200 acres of continuous com. In other 
yean, he hu chiseled up to 800 acra. He 
usually chisels land with erosion 
problems. 

Because chisel plowing is faster than 
moldboard plowinl , he baa aouen away 
from much spring plowing. " Time Is very 
important to me because of the amount of 
land I !ann," adds Undflott . He aald 
chisel plowing Ia 50 percent faster than 
moldboard plowinl 

C'tliseUngiJ faller because I can drive 
faster and my chisel takes a 112-lncb 
awatb compared to 108 Inches wltb my 
moldboard plow. 

His chisel also requires less upkeep and 
leas fuel . At a ntne-lnch deJt.b , a mold­
board plow uses 2. 75 g11lons of dieael fuel 
per acre and a chisel plow uses 1.5 gallons 
per acre, he said. 

Where he doea moldboard plow, Und­
O ott uses a hJgh clearance plow that 
leaves more mulch on the soU surf1ce 
than a conventional moldboard plow. 

Besides these advantages, yteld.s aren' t 
much different between his chiseled and 
moldboard plowed acres Last year he 
averaged 110 bUihela per acre of No. 2 
com. 

Conaervatlon tlllaae works well for 
Lindllott. He c:Ao-n't have the probl;.ma 
some people 1110elate wtth it. He hu no 
major Insect , d.laeaae or weed problema. 
"'?f course there are some weeds, like 
mtlkweed, that probably wUI alwaya be a 
problem," he adds. 

For Insect control he alternates using 10 
pounds per acre of Furadan, five pounds 
of Dyfonate and ellht pounds of Counter. 

Paotun ~,:~.?.~~ln!~,. pastures with. interseeding 
popular with Iowa farrnen, uya Frank lnt.erseedinata done quickly because no March . Seed is c:overed by freezln& and 
Schaller, extenaion agronomist at Iowa plowma or d.laklnala required. The grau thawln& of the surface soU and early 
State Univenlty. Inteneedl.na, a method sod is not deatroyed and wiU re~ume spring rains. 
of paature renovation, reduces soil growth In three to four weeila after Froet aeeding Ia considered an un-
erotlon compared to the conventional spraying with Paraquat. This reducea certain practice, but It often worlu weU. It 
method of plowing or dlsillng, then chances of erosion on hilly pasture land. may be the only alternative on hllllldet 
aeedln&. The seeding can be grazed durinl the too steep for other seeding methods. 

.Leawne. are interseeded In pasture seeding year but should be limited to Best success from frott seeding la when 
With a special driU that opens a alit or favor leawne establlahment . weeds are sprayed and the gra11 t1 
trench In gran sod. Seed Ia placed In the Interseedina Is most eiiectlve on t" · closely grazed the fall before aeedlna. 
trench and covered shallow. low producing Dluegrau 1001. "'PP'~~ Phosphorus and potaulum fertiUaer 

P1raquat, a contact herbicide, can be lime and fertilizer and sprayinl weeds should be applied ln the fall . A lllht 
sprayed on exlatlng grau to retard with 2, 4-D are lm)Xlrtant to establishing' disking foUowlna fertlliter spreading may 
growth until the new seedlings are the new aeed.ing and to production after help cover the seed 
eatabllahed. establishment . lnteneedinc cln be done Blrdlfoot trefoU, alf•Ua and the clover~ 

Establlahlng lqwnea such as birdafoot in early aprlng or In late awn mer from have been established by froet aeedJng. A 
trefoU, alfaUa, and crownvetch can in- kJd-August to early September. mixture Schaller augeall for bluqrasa 
cruse puttue yields, Improve fora1e Frost seedina il an alternative method :M>d Is five pounds per acre or red clover 
quality, and eliminate the need for of establishing legwnes in grua sod. Th.\a and four pounds of blrdafoot trefoil 
nllf'Oien fertWz.er , II )'I Schaller. ia broadcasting lqwnea on establlahed 

grau without tillage, In late February or 

He uaee the same rat• for hil chlael and 
moldboard plowed acres. He Ulel three 
chemicala to avoid buildup of inJect 
resistance. 

There is allo no varl1tion between 
tUiage for hia herbicide rata. Hia bulc 
herbidide il Lauo at two and one-hall to 
three quarts per acre. Tb1a year Undflott 
applied two quartl of Prowl, tbe new 
herbicide, "moaUy out ol curlotlty." 
Where braodleaf weedl are a problem, he 
ldd.s one and one-half pounds of Atruine 
to Lasso. 

Com staiU aren't a problem, either. U 
he chisels in the fall, he diaka the atal.b ln 
the spring. On spriDI-chioeled land, the 
statu are diUed before planting. 

In the !all, Lind!lott """' 12-lnch chllel 
poin~ with a curved shank. In the aprina, 
he prefen eight-inch c:hJ.Jel JX)lnll with a 
straight shank. " Which one you use 
depends on what you're doing, " explainJ 
Undflott. The curved abank runs 
shaUower than the straight ahanb, he 
said. 

When Undllott spring plowa he usee hia 
moldboard plow untU May 8 bec1uae the 
aoU warms up futer on moldboard 
plowing. But after May 8, he chlael plowa. 
He didn' t do any spring plowing lhll year 
because of the good weather laat fall . 

For fertlliz.er th1a year Llndflott applied 
150 pounds or rUtrot:en, ao J»unda of 
phosJi)ate and 100 JX)undl of pot.aah. 
Nitrogen Ia applied ln the fonn of 
anhydrous ammorUa or 8 percent rUtrot:en 
solution. Moet of the pboaphate and 
potash Ia bulk spretd. A ata.rter fertllize:r 
Ia applied at plantlng time. 

The com harvel! II dried and 1tored ln 
four bini that hold 70,000 buahell. Jl'ifteaJ 
percent of h1.a com yteld 1oe1 blct into tm 
hoi oper•Uon or eo sows, lUTOW*ftnlah. 

Undflott'a price pi for l .. t year's 
crop wu a.so per bw.bel. Hia product.on 
cost wu S1.70 per bushel. 

In this high manaaement operation 
Undflott proves that conterVatlon tillage 
works and Ia profitable. 

~ 
IOV\8 
a place to grow 
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Soli erosion 
By: WUllam VlerUDI, Chairman 
Del Molllee Onmty l!loU Ccmervatlon 

Dlatrlct 

We have talked for years about the f11:t 
that 11011 ei'OI!on hurts everyane from die 
lancbwner rtabt on down to the cblld Ill 
the aupennarltet who depeodl on the 
fanner for food. And on that aame beaa, 
aoU m~~~ervatlon bel.- ewryme, not only 
now but In the future as well. 

It i>llowa, then, that everyone lbould do 
his or her share to eave our liJICI. Cm­
versatlonlatl have repeatedly aaid that 
everyone benefits and that everyone 
shol.td pay hla or her share for lteeplni 
oor soU productive. 

In Iowa, we have "Put our money 
where our mouth 1.11" aa far u 1011 cm­
servatlm Ia concerned. We are unique In 
being the only state to provide ltate tax 
money for coot .. banns on ooll con­
lllerv&tion. 

The state leglllature appropriated •• 
mUllin to be spent thll year on a 50 
percent coat-share bull with lancbwnen. 
On a ,3,000 terrace job, roc lnatance, the 
farmer would pay $1,500 and the state 
would pay $1,500. 

Since the state cost-ehare proif8m wu 
initiated In 1973, '10.5 mlllion have been 
appropriated by the Iowa General 
Assembly for 111e In conjunction with the 
p-owam. Funds are allocated to ln­
dlvldlaJ soU conaervation clatrlcta m a 
con~~ervatlon needl bull. The Ds Molnea 
Cburty SoU Cbnaervalion Dl.lltrlct hu 
received $46,000 In conjunction with the 
P'OI!I'am. Theae fundi are 1!1 alklltion to 
federal montes already comtna Into Iowa 
through the Agriculture Cmaervatk>n 
Prol!l'am <ACP) admlnt•l!l'ed by county 
committees of the Agrlcult ure 
Stabilization and Conservation Service 
CASCSL 

These "incentives" for soli con­
servatloo are actually a way rl havlnll 
sochly pay for Ita share rl the cOlt of 
savq our soli. It Ia a "pay now or pay 
later situation and If our "pay 
later" altuatlon occun, the coat wW be 
tremencb111. Can you Imagine what It 
would be l1lte with no topaoll? That would 
also meen no good laltea (all fWed with 
sediment), pooc water quality <ledlment 
is our No. 1 pollutant); acarclty of food; 
poverty c farmers depend on IJ)od soU for 
a llvlrogl ; and an economic slump 
<agriculture is our leading export 
businesal. The list could go oo and on. We 
so often take our soli for granted. 

Bit we shouldn' t We have lost half 
our topsoil in Iowa on unprotected sloping 
lands. We have only 6 to &Inches of topsoil 
left on those lands , and we are loeitg 
another inch every 12 years . In another 
gena-ation of farmmg, our topsoil could 
be gone from unprotected sloping lands II 

We have had serious erosion in Des 
Moines County the last 3 years. We en­
coumge landowners to take advantage of 
the state's foresight in saving our soli and 
encrurage the prol!l'am to continue at a 
faster pace than In the past 

New Era, Mediapolis 
Sept. 16, 1976 

Iowa Watershed Projects 
Offer Protection, Recreation 

(September 12-18 is oil and 
Water Conservation Week. 
Residents or Mediapolis may be 
interested in reading this article 
submitted to the New Era by 
Iowa tate University in con­
junction with the recognition of 
this special week. It tells of a 
town in southwest Iowa, Corning, 
which solved ill. water shortage 
problems.) J--

The largest water-based 
recreation area in southwest 
Iowa consists of a 7()()-acre lake 
and 1200 acres of surrounding 
recreatiOn land 

Located near Corning in 
Adams county, the lake, named 
Lake Icaris in a local contest, is 
filling with water now and will be 
ready to use .text swnmer. Final 
construction is being done on a 
beach, boat ramps, and other 
facilities this fall ' 

Besides the r ecreation 
possibilities the lake will offer, it 
will also double as a water supply 
for the city of Coming. and help 
control flooding along Walter's 
Creek. This stream hat; posed a 
threat to area farmers ~or years. 

part of the entire Walter's Creek 
project. It teams with 37 smaller 
dams and numerous terraces, 
ponds and other conservation 
measures on farmland to stop 
flooding and erosion in a 
31 ,560 acre area 

Local groups involved are the 
Adams county soil conservation 
district, city of Corrung, Adams 
county conservatton board, 
Adams county board of super­
visors and the Corning board of 
wate~orks. The conservation 
commission helped coordinate 
local funding for the project. The 
USDA Soil Conservation Service 
is giving financial and technical 
help 

Walter's Creek is one of more 
than 100 watershed projects 
applied for in the slate About six 
other proJects now call for 
" multi-purpose" lakes as part of 
their overall community Im­
provement plan. New Era, Mediapolis 

Sept. 16, 1976 

The idea for the lake d riginated 
m 1955 when a few fanners met 
with the Adams cot\:nty soil 
conservation district, h>loking for 
a ~lution to erosion andl flooding 
pryblems. The next yt•ar they 
oreanized the Walter' Creek 
WaJershed project. 

Soil Conservation - Everyone's Job 

\'ownspeopll' becam<• in­
ter~sted in it as a way to get 
wat\lr for Corning , since 
watershed projects trad;irionally 
use ,mall water tmpOt mdment 
Slru'bJres to reduce flooding 
CO!Jting, like many other 
sOtthern Iowa towns, has a long 
hi&.ory of a shortage o f good 
water 

In 1964 the local sponSOI ·s met 
wi th the Iowa ConseJ:valion 
Coh mission to deve top a 
recre,•jon plan, a~d now ' he 19 
years o< effort are about t'J pay 
off. Cos. of the lake and 
recreati01 facilities is aboul> $1.7 
million 

Th E> 700-a•re lake is a sr. 1a 11 

By William Vierling, Chairman 
Des Moines County Soil Con­
servation District 

We have talked for years about 
the fact that soil erosion hurts 
everyone from the landowner 
right on down to the child in the 
supermarket who depends on the 
farmer for food . And on that 
same basis, soil conservation 
helps everyone, not only now but 
in the future as well . 

It follows, then, that everyone 
should do his or her share to save 
our land. Conservationists have 
repeatedly said that everyone 
benefits and that everyone should 
pay hi!, or her share for keeping 
our soil productive. 

In Iowa, we have " put our 
money where our mouth is" as 
far as soil conservation is con­
cerned. We are unique in being 
the only state to provide state tax 
money for cost sharing on soil 
conservation. 

The state legislature ap­
propriated $4 million to be spent 
this year on a 50 percent cost­
share basis with landowners. On 
a $3,000 terrace job, for instance, 
the farmer would pay $1 ,500 and 
the state would pay $1,500. 

Since the state cost-share 
program was initiated in 1973, 
$10.5 million have been ap­
propriated by the Iowa General 
Assembly for use in conjunction 
with the program. Funds are 
allocated to individual soil 
conservation distncts on a 
conservation needs bas1s. The 
Des Moines County Soil Con­
servation District has received 

$46,000 in conjunction with the 
program. These funds are In 
addition to federal moniea 
already coming into Iowa 
through the Agriculture Con­
servation Program (ACP> ad­
ministered by county committees 
of the Agriculture Stabilization 
and Conservation Service 
CASCS) . 

These "incentives" for soil 
conservation are actually a way 
of having society pay for its share 
of the cost of saving our soU. It Is 
a "pay now or pay later" 
situation- and if our "pay later" 
situation occurs, the cost will be 
tremendous. Can you imagine 
what it would be like with 110 
topsoil? That would also mean 110 
good lakes (all filled with 
sediment); poor water quality 
(sediment is our no. 1 pollutant); 
scarcity of food; poverty (far­
mers depend on good soil for a 
living) ; and an economic slump 
<agriculture is our leading export 
business> . The list could go on 
and on. We so often take our soU 
for granted. 

But we shouldn't. We have lost 
ha If our topsoil In Iowa on un­
protected sloping lands. We have 
only 6 to 8 inches of topsoil left on 
those lands, and we are losing 
another inch every 12 years. In 
another generation of farming, 
our topsoil could be gone from 
unprotected sloping lands! 

We have had serious erosion in 
Des Moines County the labt 3 

years. We encourage Ia ndowners 
to take advantage of the state's 
foresight in saving our soil and 
encourage the program to con­
tinue at a faster pace than in the 
past. 



Filling the planters for the demonstration Mond . . . 
llortttfoeldare Mark Meeker left and M.k S h ady nog~t at the FFA plot south of Med•apolos school on 

1 1 1 e c ra er 1 nght . 

Farmers Observe 
No-Ti II Planter 

Nine farmers made definite 
commttments to use a n~till 
planter this spring after ob­
servmg operation or the planter 
at an F FA plot south of the 
Medtapohs school Monday 
e>onmg 

A moeting was held at this 
particular 'pot, since the FFA 
plot manager. Mike chrader 
had decided to plant the one acr~ 
'l.ilh a n~till method. About 25 
farmers observed while Mike 
planted, getting a wide variety of 
reachons from the farmers. 

Howard Brtght, Des Moines 
crunty Sot! Conservation Servtce 
dtrector, said he fell "everyone 
Wa! ama~ed he could run the 
planter through that many corn 
stalks"_ Bright stated, " I fell it 
•as doiOg a pretty good JOb for 
SUch heavy stalk ground " 0 thi . . ne 
. ng Brtght said was par-
ticularly noticable was the hard 
:mpacted ground where a dis~ 

1
d run through last fall "It was 

~·w~ harder there," said Bright 
leu ere . the ground wasn't 

ched, •t. was pretty mellow · 
1ry The ~hll planter is provided 
~rtho Chemtcal Co. to anyone 

; Wtshes to use tt, along wtth 

h
pplyiOg Paraquat, an Ortho 

c emt::al. 

vo~~m Howell, FF A leader and 
h' g 10structor at Medtapolis 
~gl~ school, satd the vo-ag 
lit~ tng was used by the farmers 
lie f Ute moetmg m the field so 

armers could "go over the 
~nter 10 detail " Technical 
~Is, fertthzer application 
ol hng rates, and whether t~ 

dis
ant 10 the old row were 
cussed 

BoUtB · h 110m rtg t and Howell satd 
ticale ~rmers who were skep­
pressed f~re were highly im­
de Wtth the no-llll planting 
.,h:,'onstratton, and also some 
ehan had planned on using it 

N' ged thetr minds 
lht one farmers signmg up after 
JOe ~eettng 1\tonday rught were 

eckman. rural Sperry Jim 

Howell, rural Mediapolis, Melvin 
Gerst. rural Oakville Andy 
Goutsle, rural Wapello Mike 
Schrader, rural Burlington, 
Roger Chng, rural Mediapolis, 
Arne Hausknecht, rural 
Burlington; Roger Krieger, rural 
Burlington, and Roge,- Krol!, 
rural Sperry 

Howell said FFA members will 
construct signs to place by all of 
the no-till plots. 

More Soil 
Conservation 
This Year 

......_.I 

Soil conservatiOn work got off 
to an early start in Iowa this 
year, and sot! conservation of­
ficials are predtcting a good year 
for progress m the ftght agamst 
soil eroston 

"We're m the planting season 
now, so the terrace butlding has 
slowed down- but we had a heavy 
construct ton period this spring," 
says William Brune, state con­
servationist for tfie USDA Soil 
Conservation Service "The 
condttions were right for 
building terraces early this 
sprmg, and tf weather condttions 
are favorable thts fall, we expect 
a big year m construction of soil 
saving practices on Iowa farm­
land ,' the conservationist 
says 

The dry winte~ left the soil so 

dry that contractors began 
butldmg terraces in March this 
year Usually , Ar~· lts the month 
for beginmng construction 

Last year, more terraces were 
butlt tn Iowa than any year since 
the 1950's SCS reported 2,18t 
moles of terraces buolt m 1976 -
enough to stretch from ioux Coty 
to Davenport six tomes tf laid end 
to end Fremont County m south­
western Iowa where more 
terraces have been butlt than any 
other county, was the state's htgh 
county agam in 1976 with 140 
miles of terraces built 

Brune expects this year to be 
similar to last year ·some 
farmers have made plans to build 
terraces m oat field after har­
vest Manv others will watt unttl 
fall after theor corn and beans are 
harvested, and the kmd of fall we 
have will have a lot to do with 
how many terraces are built, " he 
~avs 

-·· --------- ~~~---~~-~--~~---~---
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But Brune concedes that even 
with a good year m conservation 
construction, much of Iowa's 

•land rema•ns . I.IJlprotected 
against soil erosiOn CS is in the 
process of u(l\la tong figures on 
how much of the land in Iowa ts 
not protected - the agency ex­
pects to find that at least half of 
Iowa 's 21 mtllion acres of 
cropland are still not adequately 
protected against soil erosion 

"I ' m no! sure people un­
derstand what a tremendous job 
lies ahead m protecting Iowa's 
topsoil, " Brune says . "For in­
stance, we're lookong at an in­
crease m soybeans this year 
Soybean land can be quite 
erosive We've had a 5 million 
acre soybean increase in the 
state m the last 15 years, and thts 
mtensive row crop pattern in­
creaseslioil erosion hazards This 
land needs protection " 

Conservation tillage, the 
practice of leaving last year's 
crop restdues on or near the sot I 
surface, is a farming method the 
conservaltonosts hope wi11 help 
solve the problem Some form of 
conservahon tillage was used on 
7 1 mtlhon acres of Iowa cropland 
last year "We hope that figure 
wi11 increase this year," says SCS 
agronomi t John Maddy "The 
dry weather we've had thos 
sprtng should have encouraged 
more farmers to try it, since 
conservation ti11age helps Save 
moisture as well as soil " 

Both the terrace buildmg and 
conservation ti11age increases 
are good signs for Iowa's water 
quality programs 

"Sediment is our number one 
water pollutant by volume, and tf 
we stop tt , we stop much of our 
water quality problem," says 
SCS v. a ter quahty spokesman 
Rollin Swank 

The SCS is workmg wtth the 
Department of Soil Conservation 
and sot' conservation distrtcts in 
thesta •etodevelopa " non-pomt " 
water quahty plan for Iowa by 
1978 The plan wi11 be designed to 
pm-poont sedtment producing 
areas and reco!'lmend •· best 
management prachces" wrich 
can help stop the erosion 

Good Response 
For Rural Water 
System 

Importance of a rural water 
supply on outhea t Iowa ts 
cv ident by respon e of people to a 
recent survey bv Geode Won· 
d~riand RC&D Area Coordmator 
Halph Dewey of West Burlington 
stato<l that in four days hts ofhce 
had •ecetved over 50 positive 
responses from rural people of 
the area 

Highest interest has been 
shown in southern Des Moines 
County, northern Lee County and 
parts of Henry County", Dewey 
recounted "From verbal 
comments on other areas, we 
know there are problems 
throughout the four counties, but 
citizens have not yet responded in 
wrtling. 

"When communohes such as 
Medtapolis, Olds, Houghton , 
Argyle and others have had such 
dofficulhes obtatning water, it 
seems that ·-ural residents would 
be having similar problems," 
Dewey ob'erved 

Before our commottees can be 
assured of enough interest to 
pursue this measure, they have 
to know that there will be a 
majority of support of the 
people", Dewey says, " Fifty out 
of a potential5,000 water user:; is 
hardly a groundswell" 

At ltus lime, the RC&D Council 
is only trying to determine the 
overall need of rural water 
delive ry system Financial 
support is a future problem. 

Ray Pilling, Mediapolis, and 
chairman of the RC&D Land and 
Water Committee, points out that 
seventy percent of wells tested in 
Southeast Iowa show signs of 
contamination " Most of our 
farm wells and several of our 
towns draw water from these 
shallow polluted resources' , 
Polling clatmed 

Rural water users are urged to 
contact the Geode Wonderland 
RC&D Area , Box 208, West 
Burhngton 52655, with theor 
opinoons on need for a rural water 
project. Feasibility of the 
measure ts based upon the 
number of potential users The 
greater the usage ts, the cheaper 
the cost wtll be for consumers 

Deadline for comments about 
rural water needs ts June I, 1977 
accordmg to the RC&D Coor­
dmator 
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Soli erosion 
By: wnuam Vlerlllla. Cbalrmall 
Del Molllee County Soli CGMervatlo11 

Dlatrlct 

We have talked for yean about the f..:t 
that ldl ei'OIIon hurta everycme from tile 
lancbWDI!r rl&ht on down to the child In 
the aupermarllet who depend~ on the 
farmll' for food. And on that ume baa a, 
10U amaervatloo bel~ everyone, not only 
mw but In the future u wei!. 

It i>llowa, the~~, that everyone abould do 
his or her share to eave our land. Coo­
veraatloolltl have repeatedly aald that 
everyone benellta and that everyone 
sholid pay hie or her share for lleeplni 
wr soli productive. 

In Iowa, we have "Put our money 
where our mouth Ia" as far aa eoll con­
aervatloole concerned. We are unique In 
being the only state to provide ltate tax 
money for cuot ohartns on ooU con­
servation. 

Til! ltlte leglllature appropriated $4 
million to be spe~~t thla year on a 50 
percent coat-share baa Ia with lanmwnera. 
On a $3,000 terrace job, for lnltance, the 
farmer would pay $1,500 and the state 
would pay $1,500. 

Since the state coet-l!bare propm wu 
Initiated In 1973, $10.5 million have been 
appropriated by the Iowa General 
Alaembly for use In conjunction with the 
IJ'OIJ&m. Funds are aUocated to ln­
dlvlc:llal soU con~ervatlon !latrtetl oo a 
con~ervatlon neeck bull . TheDea Molnea 
Cburty SoU Cbna!I'VaUon Dlatrk:t hu 
received $46,000 In conjunction with the 
P'OIII"Bm. These funds are 17.1 addition to 
federal monlu already coming Into Iowa 
through the Agriculture Cooaervatlon 
Program <ACP> admlnlltered by county 
committees of the Agriculture 
!lablllz.atlon and ConiEI"vatlon Service 
<AS<S> 

These " incentives" for soli con­
servatloo are actually a way cl havlna 
!DChiy pay for Ita share cl the c01t of 
savq our soli It Ia a "pay now or pay 
later situation and u our "pay 
later" llltuatlon occura, the colt wW be 
tremenmus Can you imagine what It 
would be lllle with no topsoil? That would 
also mean no good Ia IIea (all fWed with 
sediment>, poor water quaUty < aedlme~~t 
l.s our No I pollutant) ; acarctty of food ; 
povll'ty <farmers depend on IJ)od soU for 
a living >, and an economic slump 
<agriculture Is our leading export 
business> The list could go oo and on. We 
so ollen take our soli for granted 

Bit we shouldn' t We have lolt half 
our topsoil In Iowa on unprotected aloplna 
lands We have only 6 to Blnchea of topeoU 
left on thoee lands , and we are losing 
another inch every 12 years In another 
gena-ation of farmmg , our topsoU could 
be gone from unprotected sloping lands I ' 

We have had serious erosion In Dee 
Moines County the last 3 years We en­
coumge landowners to take advantage of 
the state' s foreelght m saving our soli and 
encwrage the program to continue at a 
faster pace than in the past 

New Era, Mediapolis 
Sept. 16, 1976 

Iowa Watershed Projects 
Offer Protection, Recreation 

<September 12-18 is Soil and 
Water Conservation Week . 
Residents of Mediapolis may be 
interested in reading this article 
submitted to the ew Era by 
Iowa State University in con­
junction with the recognition of 
this special week. It tells of a 
town in southwest Iowa, Corning, 
which solved its water shortage 
problems.) J..--

The largest water-based 
recreation area in southwest 
Iowa consists of a 700-acre lake 
and 1200 acres of surrounding 

• recreation land. 
Located near Corning in 

Adams county, the lake, named 
Lake Icaria in a local contest, is 
filling with water now and will be 
ready to use 11ext summer. Final 
construction is being done on a 
beach, boat ramps, and other 
facilities this fall . • 

Besides the :recreation 
possrbilities the lake will offer, it 
will also double as a water supply 
for the city of Corning. and help 
control flooding along Walter's 
Creek. This stream hat posed a 
threat to area farmers ~or years. 

part of the entire Walter's Creek 
project. It teams with 37 smaller 
dams and numerous terraces, 
ponds and other conservation 
measures on farmland to stop 
flooding and erosion in a 
31 ,560 acre area 

Local groups involved are the 
Adams county soil conservation 
district, city of Corning , Adams 
county conservation board, 
Adams county board of super­
visors, and the Corning board_ of 
waterworks. The conservation 
commission helped coordinate 
local funding for the project. The 
USDA Soil Conservation Service 
is giving financial and technical 
help. 

Walter' s Creek is one of more 
than 100 watershed projects 
applied for in the state. About six 
other projects now call for 
" multi-purpose" lakes as part of 
their overall community Im­
provement plan. New Era, Mediapolis 

Sept. 16, 1976 

The idea for the lake ~riginated 
in 1955 when a few fanners met 
with the Adams co~ty soil 
conservation district , loloking for 
a tolution to erosion andJ flooding 
pryblems. The next yt•ar they 
orp,anized the Walter ' Creek 
WaJershed project. 

Soil Conservation - Everyone's Job 

'fownspeopiP becamt! tn­
ten~sted in it as a way to get 
wat~r for Corning , since 
watershed projects trad', tionally 
use pnall water tmpO<mdment 
strurrures to reduce flooding . 
Corning, hke many other 
so~UJern Iowa towns, has a long 
his..ory or a shortage o f good 
wster 

In 1964 the local sponsor ·s met 
Wllh the Iowa Conser -vation 
Co~q mission to dev e lop a 
recre ... ' j on plan, a nd now ·oe 19 
years ffi effort are about I!J pay 
off. Co!( of the lake and 
recrcati01 facilities is abou b $1.7 
million 

The 700-a•re lake is a sr• 1an 

By William Vierling, Chairman 
Des Moines County Soil Con­
servation District 

We have talked for years about 
the fact that soil erosion hurts 
everyone from the landowner 
right on down to the child in the 
supermarket who depends on the 
farmer for food. And on that 
same basis, soil conservation 
helps everyone, not only now but 
in the future as well. 

It follows, then, that everyone 
should do his or her share to save 
our land. Conservationists have 
repeatedly said that everyone 
benefits and that everyone should 
pay hi:. or her share for keeping 
our soil productive. 

In Iowa, we have "put our 
money where our mouth is" as 
far as soil conservation is con· 
cerned. We are unique in being 
the only state to provide state tax 
money for cost sharing on soil 
conservation. 

The state legislature ap­
propriated $4 million to be spent 
this year on a 50 percent cost­
share basis with landowners. On 
a $3,000 terrace job, for instance, 
the farmer would pay $1 ,500 and 
the state would pay $1,500. 

Since the state cost-share 
program was initialed in 1973, 
$10.5 million have been ap­
propriated by the Iowa General 
Assembly for use in conjunction 
with the program. Funds are 
allocated to indivtdual soil 
conservation districts on a 
conservation needs basis. The 
Des Moines County Soil Con­
servation District has received 

$46,000 in conjunction with the 
program. These funds are In 
addition to federal monies 
already coming into Iowa 
through the Agriculture Con­
servation Program <ACP) ad­
ministered by county committees 
of the Agriculture Stabilization 
and Conservation Service 
<ASCS) . 

These "incentives" for soil 
conservation are actually a way 
of having society pay for its share 
of the cost of saving our soil. It is 
a " pay now or pay later" 
situation- and if our "pay later" 
situation occurs, the cost will be 
tremendous. Can you imagine 
what it would be like with no 
topsoil? That would also mean no 
good lakes (all filled with 
sediment); poor water quality 
(sediment is our no. 1 pollutant); 
scarcity of food ; poverty (far­
mers depend on good soil for a 
living> ; and an economic slump 
(agriculture is our leading export 
business). The list could go on 
and on. We so often take our soU 
for granted 

But we shouldn' t. We have lost 
half our topsoil in Iowa on un­
protected sloping lands. We have 
only 6 to 8 inches of topsoil left on 
those lands, and we are losing 
another inch every t2 years. In 
another generation of farming, 
our topsoil could be gone from 
unprotected sloping lands! 

We have had serious erosion in 
Des Moines County the labt 3 

years. We encourage landowners 
to take advantage of the state's 
foresight in saving our soil and 
encourage the program to con­
tinue at a faster pace than in the 
past. 
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Foiling the planters for the demonstration Mond . . . . 
Northf•eldare Mark Meeker left and M k S hay nog~t at the FFA plot south of Med•apolos school on 

• 1 e c rader, nght. 

Farmers Observe 
No-Ti II Planter 

None farmers made definite 
cornmotmenl' to use a n<>-till 
planter thos spring after ob· 
semng operahon of the planter 
at an FFA plot south or the 
Mediapoh. school !\tonda) 
rvenong 

A m~tong was held at thos 
partocular ~pot, smce the FFA 
plot manager, Moke chrader 
had decoded to plant the one acr~ 
Wlth a no-till method About 25 
farmers observed while Mike 
plant~. getting a wide variety of 
reactoons from the farmers 

Howard Bright. Des Moines 
county Soil Conserva lion Service 
dorector, said he felt "evervone 
~Ill amazed he could run' the 
planter through that many corn 
stalks" Broght stated, "I felt it 
•a. doong a pretty good JOb for 
such heavy stalk ground ", One 
thong Broght said was par· 
bcularly ••oticable was the hard 
compacted ground where a dis~ 
had run through last fall. "It was 
~~ot harder there," saod Bright. 

here. the ground wasn't 
touched, ot was pretty mellow " 

hy
The no-till planter is provided 
Ortho Ch · Who . emocal Co to anyone 

woshes to use it along with 
lphplyong Paraquat, an Ortho 
c em,cal 

Jim Howell. FFA leader and 
~oag onstructor at Medoapolis 
~gl~ school, said the vo-ag 

11
° ong was used by the farmers 

t!er the meetong in the field so 
pia farmers could ·go over the 

nter '" detail Technical 
~ts. fertilizer application 
pia nting rates and whether t~ 
.... nt on the old row were 
-cussed 

Both Broght and Howell said 
:;""• farm ers who were skep-
~ before were hoghly im­

: sed woth the n<>-till planting 
~~~onstration, and also some 
than had planned on using it 

N' ged their monds. 
lite one farme rs signing up after 
Joe ~eeting Monday rught were 

eckman. rural Sperry Jim 

Howell, rural Medoapohs; Melvin 
Gerst rural Oakville. Andy 
Gouosle, rural Wapello: Moke 

chrader, rural Burlington 
Roger Chng, rural Mediapolis 
Arne Hausknecht, rural 
Burhngton Roger Kroeger, rural 
Burhngton and Roger Kroll 
rural perry . ' 

Howell said FFA members woll 
construct igns to place by all or 
the no-till plots 

More Soil 
Conservation 
This Year 

Soil conservatoon work got off 
to an early start on Iowa this 
year, and sool conservation of­
ficoals are predoctong a good year 
lor progress in the fight agaonst 
soil erosoon 

"Were on the planting season 
now, so the terrace buolding has 
slowed down- but we had a heavy 
construction period thos sprong," 
says William Brune, state con­
servatoonist for tfoe USDA Soil 
Conservation Service. "The 
condotoons were right for 
buildong terraces early this 
sprong. and if weather condotions 
are favorable this fall, we expect 
a bog year in construction of sool 
saving practices on Iowa farm­
land," the conservationist 
says 

The dry winter left the soil so 

dr) that contractors began 
buildmg terrace> on ~larch this 
)ear Usually. Ar. los the month 
for begonning coastruction 

Last year. more terraces were 
built on Iowa than any year since 
the 1950's. CS reported 2,18G 
moles of terraces built on 1976 -
enough to stretch from ooux City 
to Davenport SIX limes of laid end 
to end Fremont County on south­
w stern Iowa where more 
terraces have been built than an)' 
other county , was the state's hogh 
county agam on 1976 woth 140 
miles of terraces buolt 

Brune expects this ytar to be 
similar to last year ·some 
farmers have made plans to build 
terraces on oat fields after har· 
vest Many others will waot unlll 
fall after theor corn and beans are 
harvested, and the kmd of fall we 
have will have a lot to do woth 
how many terraces are built," he 

savs 
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But Brune concedes that even 
with a good year on conservation 
construction, much of Iowa 's 

•land remams unprotected 
against sool erosoon SCS is in the 
process of updating figures on 
how much of the land in Iowa os 
not protected - the agency ex­
pects to find that at least half of 
Iowa's 21 million acres of 
cropland are still not adequately 
protected against soil erosion 

"I'm no! sure people un­
derstand what a tremendous JOb 
lies ahead in protecting Iowa 's 
topsoil , · Brune says. "For in­
stance, we're looking at an in­
crease in soybeans this year 
Soybean land can be quite 
erosive We've had a 5 million 
acre soybean mcrease in the 
state on the last 15 years, and thos 
mtensive row crop pattern m­
creases~oil erosion hazards This 
land needs protection " 

Conservation tollage, the 
practice of leaving last year's 
crop residues on or near the sool 
surface, is a farming method the 
conservahomsts hope will help 
solve the problem Some form of 
conservahon tillage was used on 
7.1 mol lion acres of Iowa cropland 
last year "We hope that figure 
will increase this year," says SCS 
agronomist John Maddy . "The 
dry weather we've had thos 
sprmg should have encouraged 
more farmers to try ol, since 
conservation tillage helps ~ave 
moisture as well as soil " 

Both the terrace buildmg and 
conservation tillage increases 
are good signs for Iowa's water 
quality programs 

"Sediment is our number one 
water pollutant by volume, and of 
we stop it, we stop much of our 
water quality problem," says 
SCS "ater quahty spokesman 
Rollm Swank 

The SCS is workong with the 
Depa11 men! of Sool Conservation 
and soot conservallon dostricts in 
the state to develop a " non-pomt 
water qualoty plan for Iowa by 
1978. The plan will be desogned to 
pm-pomt sedoment producing 
areas and recofTimend " best 
management prachces" which 
can help s top the erosoon 

Good Response 
For Rural Water 
System 

Importance of a rural water 
supply on outheast Iowa os 
evodent by response of people to a 
recent survey by Geode Won­
d~riand RC&D Area Coordonator 
Palph Dewey of West Burlington 
stat >tl that in four days hos office 
had received over 50 positive 
responses from rural people of 
the area 

" Highest mterest has been 
shown in southern Des Moines 
County, northern Lee County and 
parts of Henry County". Dewey 
recounted " From verbal 
comments in other areas, we 
know there are problems 
throughout the four counties, but 
citozens have not yet responded in 
writing. 

" When commumhes such as 
Medoapolis, Olds , Houghton, 
Argyle and others have had such 
dofficulties obtaorung water, it 
seems that 'Ural re.idents would 
be having somilar problems," 
Dewey ob<erved 

Before our commottees can be 
assured of enough interest to 
pursue this measure, they have 
to know that there will be a 
majority of support of the 
people", Dewey says, "Fifty out 
of a potential5,000 water users is 
hardly a groundswell" 

At thos hme, the RC&D Council 
is only trying to determille the 
overall need of rural water 
delivery system Financial 
support is a future problem 

Ray Pilling, Mediapolis, and 
chairman of the RC&D Land and 
Water Committee, pomts out that 
seventy percent of wells tested in 
Southeast Iowa show signs of 
contamination "Most of our 
farm wells and several of our 
towns draw water from these 
shallow polluted resources . 
Polling claimed 

Rural water users are urged to 
contact the Geode Wonderland 
RC&D Area. Box 208, West 
Burlington 52655, with their 
opimons on need for a rural water 
proJeCt Feasibility of the 
measure os based upon the 
number of potenhal users. The 
greater the usage o:;, the cheaper 
the cost will be for consumers. 

Deadhne for comments about 
rural water needs os June 1, 1977, 
accordmg to the RC&D Coor­
dmator 
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Joe Beckman 's field was second on the no -till tour for area farmers last Thursday morning . It was 
planted May 3 at a cost of S77.SO per acre , not including seed cost . This foeld was six acres, and silage had 
been cut from it previously . On one knoll , where the land is largely clay, Beckmans were able to get a 
stand of corn where it would never grow before. 

View No-Tillage Corn Plots 
Young corn plants were 

examined by discerning eyes last 
Thursday morning m a no-tillage 
tour of six plots in Des Moines 
county 

Around 40 farmers joined the 
tour to see the results of no­
tollage corn planting, beginning 
at the Mediapolis school buolding 

Des Moines county officials 

attending were Jim Hodges of the 
Exten oon Office, Deane Thorn­
ton of ASCS, and Howard Bnght 
from the SCS office. Ortho 
chemical representatives also 
attended - their chemicals were 
used on the fields . 

Included m the inspechon tour 
were plots farmed by the 
Mediapolis FFA <south of the 

Soil Conservation 
District Holds 
No Tillage Tour 

Anyone interested in observing 
the progress of n(}-tillage plan­
tong m Des Moones County 
should meet at the east parking 
lot of Mediapolis School, Thur­
sday, June 9, at 10 a .m. 

There are about eight or nine 
n(}-tollage demonstration plots in 
the county The group will take a 
look at four or five of these. A bus 
will be available for the tour and 
the entire trip should not ' last 
over a couple of hours. 

---

schooll . Joe Beckman, Roger 
Kroll 1 county conservation bd 
plotl , Roger Cling, and Doug 
Cling. Minimum tillage was also 
viewed at the Doug Cling plot. 

Bright said he felt all of the 
corn " looked really good, 
especially for the time when it 
was planted" Most of the plots 
were planted from May 12-14, 
according to Bright " Although 
there appeared to be weeds m one 
or two plots. w)len you pulled 
them up there wasn 't any root 
system," he said . Bright guessed 
the weeds would not live long 
because they had been stopped 
by the herbicide 

'It looks comparable to con­
ventional tilled corn," stated 
Bnght. He complimented the 
farmers who used the n(}-till 
method, because they did not 
"cut corners" and followed the 
directions carefully "That 's the 
reason it all looks so good," he 
said 

Bnght os a strong no-tillage 
advocate , saymg it would make 
his job "a lot ea ier if everyone 
used no-tillage" " It does a 
terrific job of soil conservation 
because of the ground cover," he 
said , "and our main concern is 
soil erosion." 

Bright said he expected the no­
llll planter , provided by Ortho 
chemicals, would be available to 
farmers again next spring for 
those who wish lo repeat n(}-till or 
omplement it for the first time. 

Anothe r tour is expected to be 
held in late August or early 
September to view the mature 
corn plots 
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Announce 
Conservation 
Award Winners 

The Iowa Conservation Awards 
w1nners for Des Moines County 
have been chosen This awards 
program is sponsored to en­
courage better land use 
programs and environmental 
control on farms . 

Recognillon is given in three 
divisions. The following are 
wi1mers selected in the Des 
Momes County Soil Conservation 
District 

Division I !owner operated 
farml - Dr Carl S Hulen of 
Union Township 

Division II !landlord and 
tenantl - Eva M Danielson and 
Arnold Wiemann of Union 
Township 

Division lll 1 new soil con­
servation district cooperator> -
Carl Shumaker of DanviiJe 
Township 

Overall w1nner in Des Moines 
County, Dr CarlS. Hulen, will be 
entered in regwnal compelltion 

In add1llon to the winners the 
district recognizes Clarence 
Kuntz. Oakville, and Roger 
Cling, Mediapolis, for out­
standmg accomplishments 1n 
conservation th1s past year 

These farmers, Dr Carl S 
Hulen, Eva M Danielson, Arnold 
W1emann, Carl Shumaker, 
Clarence Kuntz, and Roger Cling 
are to be commended for their 
efforts to conserve the land. They 
stand out as examples showing 
that conservation is an intergral 
part of bemg a progressive 
Iarmer 

- - -----··- ------------------------
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Work begins on gulley at 
Flint Hills golf course 

Work has begun on "curing" a gulley 
on I he 13th fairway at Flint Hills golf 
course north of Burli'\gton. 

The project is the Mat to be partially 
funded by the Geode Wonderland He­
source Conservation and Development 
council (RC&D). 

Membei'R of the Des Moines County 
RC&D council inspected the work at a 
meeting last week. 

The gulley IS rapidly being eroded 
mlo the former city landfill. RC&C i• 
providmg 25~< of the cost and Bur­
lington the remail)der for a stabilizing, 
earth-retaining dam and dramage sys­
tem. 

Merrimac Construction and Engi­
neenng, Brighton, is doing the work for 
$33,606. 

The concrete dam will be at the head 
of the gulley. Brush and trees will be 
grubbed from the area and the 40-foot­
deep gulley will be backfilled ·vith dirt 
from a nearby hillside. The land will be 
shaped and planted above and below 
the dam. 

A storm sewer upstream from the 
structure will take runoff from the city­
owned golf course Subsurface water 
aeepmg through the old landfill will 
pas.• through a bed of rock in a "dry 

lake" ;,ehind the dam, said Howard 
Bright, distnct conservationist with 
the 'oil Conservation Service. 

A water impoundment there would 
be helpful, but it's impossible because 
of the old lanrlfill that was covered 
with a very shallow layer of earth , 
Bright said. 

While RC&D members inspected 
the site, the Flint Hills advisory board 
discuosed the golf course's water sup­
ply 

" It's estimated that an auton:atic ir­
rigation sysl•m for greens, lees and 
fairways would cost $120,000 and a 
deep well and pumping se•up would 
cost another $40,000," said course pro­
fessional Don Lindsey 

Present well supplies II0-120 gallons 
per minute; 600 gallons a minute 
would be required if fairways are to be 
watered , Lindsey said . The system 
would provide one inch of water per 
week on the fairways and two inches on 
tees and greens . 

"We are watering greens and tees, 
but if this drought continues we are 
going to have to have water for fair­
ways or we will lose the grass," parks 
commissioner Tom Martin said. 

A proposed rural water system under 
consideration by Geode Wondetland, 
which would take severat yedrs for 
completion, or water from Burlington 
might be used at the course. 

On another matter, RC&D coun­
cilman Robert Murry reported that he 
i• working on a proposal affecting the 
disposal and possible recycling of agri­
cultural chemical waste containers. 
Preliminary checks indicate that it 
may be difficult to sell crushed pesti­
cide cans because mills would reJect 
them for fear of environmental prohi­
bitions, Murray said. 
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Funds Set For 
Drought Relief 

The Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service has a 
limited amount of money for c05t 
share on drought related 
problems. Stock water ponds 
where no water is available, or is 
scarce, may be cost shared if 
approved, announced the Des 
Momes County Soil Conservation 
Service and the ASCS. 

Deane Thorton, Des Moines 
CCll.lnty ASCS dtrector says, if the 
drough' continues, many far­
mers m.•y plow under or lake 
corn off for silage." ,He advises, 
" In order to be eligible for 
disaster payments, farmers must 
contact the ASCS office before 
destroying or removing any com 
that might be drought damaged. 

Ponds Curb 
Soil Erosion 

Wtth the concern tn recent 
years for the co . .servation of soil 
and natural resources, three Des 
Moines County farmers are 
constructing ponds on their 
property to alleviate soil erosion. 

On his farm north of 
Mediapolis, Virgil Massner is 
building a pond approximately 
five acres in size. It is being 
constructed by Kenneth Moeher, 
and the pond will provide erosion 
control , have stock water 
facilities, and be used for 
recreation The cost share is 
being provided by the 
Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service. 

County Receives $13,000 
" I don 't accept this as final, al­

though I did lind that Monsanto has to 
pay to have their leaking pesticide 
cans disposed of," Murry said. 

Next meeting of the county council 
will be at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 7 at the 
RC&D office ea•t of Middletown . 

Robert Lane intends to build a 
small pond for erosion control 
with technical assistance from 
the Soil Conservation Service and 
funding assistance from the 
ASCS. 

Dan Anderson has completed 
an erosion control and stock 
water pond on his farm north of 
Danville. Frank Woodall, earth 
moving contractor from New 
London, built this pond, and the 
Soil Conservation Service and the 
ASCS assisted. 

A bill appropriating $4,230,000 
to the Iowa Slate Cost-Share 
program has been passed by the 
67th Iowa General Assembly and 
signed by Governor Ray 

The State Soil Conservation 
Comm1ttee has approved the 
distribution of these funds in the 
following way · al $3,083,000 will 
be allocated d.rectly to districts, 
bl $211 ,000will be retained by the 
Department of Soli ConservatiOn 
for use in cost sharing on soil loss 
limit complaints, cl $211 ,500 has 
been set aside for cost sharing m 
watersheds above stale-owned 
lakes, dl $50,000 has been set 
aside for nonstate-owned Jakes 

and e l $674,000 to be used for 
supplemental allocations to the 
districts. 

Des Momes County Soil Con­
servation D1strict has received 
$13,000 of the funds allocated. to 
the di stricts The followmg 
permanent conservation prac­
llces are eligible for 50 percent 
cost sharmg in Des Moines 
County Pasture and Hayland 
Plantmg, Tree Plantmg, Eroswn 
Gontrol Dams, Terraces , 
Diverswns, Grassed Wa terways, 
F1eld Wmdbreak , and Critical 
Area Planllng . 

Farmers planning any of the 
permanent conservation prac­
tices may sign-up for State cost 
sharing at the Des Moines County 
Soli Conservation Distnct off1ce, 
Room 230 Federal Buildtng, 
Burhngton. Apphcations a re 
betng accepted on work 
scheduled to be started befor~ 
December 31, 1977 
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Joe Beckman 's f ield was second on the no-t i ll tour fo r area fa r mers last Thursday morning . It was 
planted May 3 at a cost of S77 .SO per ac re, not including seed cost . Th is foeld wa s six acres, and si lage had 
been cut from it prevoously. On one knoll, w here the land is largely clay, Beckma ns were able to get a 
stand of corn where it would never grow befo re. 

View No-Tillage Corn Plots 
Young corn plants were 

examined by discerning eyes last 
Thursday morning in a no-tillage 
tour of six plots in Des Moines 
county 

Around 40 farmers joined the 
tour to see the results of no­
tillage corn planting, beginning 
at the Mediapolis school bu1lding 

Des Moines county officials 

attending were Jim Hodges of the 
Extensoon Office, Deane Thorn­
ton of ASCS. and Howard Bright 
from the C office . Ortho 
chemical representatives also 
attended - their chemicals were 
used on the fields 

Included tn the inspection tour 
were plots farmed by the 
Mediapolis FFA (south of the 

Soil Conservation 
District Holds 
No Tillage Tour 

Anyone interested in observing 
the progress of no-tillage plan­
ling m Des Moines County 
should meet at the east parking 
lot of Mediapolis School, Thur­
sday, June 9, at tO a.m. 

There are about eight or nine 
no-tollage demonstration plots in 
the county. The group will take a 
look at four or five of these . A bus 
will be available for the tour and 
the entire trip should not' last 
over a couple of hours. 

---

schooll, Joe Beckman, Roger 
Kroll !county conservation bd 
plotl, Roger Cling, and Doug 
Cling. Mmimum tillage was also 
viewed at the Doug Cling plot 

Bright said he felt all of the 
corn " looked really good, 
especially for the lime when it 
was planted" Most of the plots 
were planted from May 12-14, 
according to Bright "Although 
there appeared to be weeds in one 
or two plots, w,hen you pulled 
them up there wasn't any root 
system," he saod. Bright guessed 
the weeds would not live long 
because they had been stopped 
by the herbicide 

It looks comparable to con­
ventional tilled corn," stated 
Bnght. He complimented the 
farmers who used the no-till 
method, because they did not 
"cut corners" and followed the 
directions carefully "That's the 
reason it all looks so good," he 
said. 

Bright os a strong no-tillage 
advocate, saymg it would make 
his job "a lot easter of everyone 
used no·tillage" " It does a 
terrific job of soil conservation 
because of the ground cover," he 
said, "a nd our main concern is 
soil erosion " 

Bright said he expected the no­
ltll planter, provided by Ortho 
chemicals, would be available to 
farmers again next spring for 
those who wish to repeat no-till or 
implement it for the first time. 

Another tour t expected to be 
held in late August or early 
eptember to view the mature 

corn plots 
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Announce 
Conservation 
Award Winners 

The Iowa Conservation Awards 
winners for Des Moines County 
have been chosen This awards 
program is sponsored to en­
courage better land use 
programs and environmental 
control on farms . 

Recognition is given in three 
divisions . The following are 
winners selected in the Des 
Momes County Soil Conservation 
District 

Division I !owner operated 
farml · Dr Carl S Hulen of 
Union Township 

D1vision II !landlord and 
tenantl · Eva M Danielson and 
Arnold Wiemann of Union 
Township 

Division Ill 1 new soil con· 
servation district cooperator> · 
Carl Shumaker of Danville 
Township 

Overall winner in Des Moines 
County, Dr CarlS. Hulen, will be 
entered in regional competition 

In additiOn to the winners the 
district recognizes Clarence 
Kuntz, Oakville, and Roger 
Cling, Mediapolis , for out­
standing accomplishments tn 
conserva lion this past year 

These farmers, Dr. Carl S 
Hulen, Eva M Danielson, Arnold 
Wiemann, Carl Shumaker, 
Clarence Kuntz, and Roger Cling 
are to be commended for their 
efforts to conserve the land They 
stand out as examples showing 
that conservatton is an intergral 
part of bemg a progressive 
farmer 

. - -----·- -------------------------
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Work begins on gulley at 
Flint Hills golf course 

Work has begun on "curing" a gulley 
on the 13th fairway at Flint Hills golf 
counte north of Burli'\gton. 

The project is the fast to be partially 
funded by the Geode Wonderland He­
source Con!lervation and Development 
council (RC&D) . 

Membent of the Des Moines County 
RC&D council inspected the work at a 
meeting last week 

The gulley IS rapidly being eroded 
mto the former city landfill. RC&C i• 
providing 25% of the cost and Bur­
lington the remai!)der for a stabilizing, 
earth-retaining dam and drainage sys­
tem. 

Merrimac Construction and Engi­
neermg, Brighton, is doing the work for 
$33,606. 

The concrete dam will be at the head 
of the gulley. Brush and trees will be 
grubbed from the area and the 40-foot­
deep gulley will be backfilled ·vith dtrt 
from a nearby hillside. The land will be 
shaped and planted a hove and below 
the dam. 

A storm sewer upstream from the 
structure will take runoff from the city­
owned golf course . Subsurface water 
seepmg through the old landfill will 
pas• through a bed of rock in a "dry 

lake" :,ehind the dam, said Howard 
Bright, distrtct conservationist with 
the 'oil Conservation Service . 

A water impoundment there would 
be helpful, but it 's impossible because 
of the old landfill that was covered 
with a very shallow layer of earth, 
Bright said . 

While RC&D members inspected 
the site, the Flint Hills advioory board 
discussed the golf course's water sup­
ply . 

" It's estimated that an autorr.atic ir­
rigation system for greens, tees and 
fairways would cost $120,000 and a 
deep well and pumping se•up would 
cost another $40,000," said course pro­
fessional Don Lindsey. 

Present well supplies 110-120 gallons 
per minute; 600 gallons a minute 
would be required if fairways are to be 
watered, Lindsey said . The system 
would pr6vide one inch of water per 
week on the fairways and two inches on 
tees and greens . 

"We are watering greens and tees, 
but if this drought continues we are 
going to have to have water for fair­
ways or we will lose the grass," parks 
commissioner Tom Martin said. 

A proposed rural water system under 
consideration by Geode Wondetland, 
which would take several years for 
completion, or water from Burlington 
might be used at the course. 

On another matter, RC&D coun­
cilman Robert Murry reported that he 
is working on a proposal affecting the 
disposal and possible recycling of agri­
cultural chemical waste containers. 
Preliminary checks indicate that it 
may be difficult to sell crushed pesti­
cide cans because mills would reject 
them for fear of environmental prohi­
bitions, Murray said. 

Funds Set For 
Drought Relief 

The Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service has a 
limited a!l)ount of money for cost 
share on drought related 
problems . Stock water ponds 
where no water is available, or is 
scarce, may be cost shared if 
approved, announced the Des 
Momes County Soil Conservation 
Service and the ASCS. 

Deane Thorton, Des Moines 
C JUnty ASCS dtrector says, if the 
drough1 continues, many far­
mers m.•y plow under or take 
corn off for silage." ,He advises, 
"In order to be eligible for 
disaster payments, farmers must 
contact the ASCS office before 
destroying or removing any corn 
that might be drought damaged. 

Ponds Curb 
Soil Erosion 

With the concern in recent 
years for the co . .servation of soil 
and natural resources, three Des 
Moines County farmers are 
constructing ponds on their 
property to a ile via te soil erosion. 

On his farm north of 
Mediapolis, Virgil Massner is 
building a pond approximately 
five acres in size. It is being 
constructed by Kenneth Moeller, 
and the pond will provide erosion 
control , have stock water 
facilities, and be used for 
recreation. The cost share is 
being provided by the 
Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service. 

County Receives $13,000 
" I don 't accept this as final, al ­

though I did find that Monsanto has to 
pay to have their leaking pesticide 
cans disposed of," Murry said. 

Next meeting of the county council 
will be at 7:30 p .m. Sept. 7 at the 
RC&D office ea•t of Middletown . 

Robert Lane intends to build a 
small pond for erosion control 
with technical assistance from 
the Soil Conservation Service and 
funding assistance from the 
ASCS . 

Dan Anderson has completed 
an erosion control and stock 
water pond on his farm north of 
Danville. Frank Woodall, earth 
moving contractor from New 
London, built this pond, and the 
Soil Conservalton Service and the 
ASCS assisted. 

A b11l appropriating $4,230,000 
to the Iowa State Cost-Share 
program has been passed by the 
67th Iowa General Assembly and 
signed by Governor Ray 

The State Soil Conservation 
Comm1ttee has approved the 
distribution of these funds in the 
following way · al $3,083,000 will 
be allocated dtrectly to districts, 
bl $2tt ,OOOwill be retained by the 
Department of So1l Conservatton 
for use in cost sharing on soil loss 
limit complaints, c ) S211,500 has 
been set aside for cost sharing in 
wate1·sheds above state-owned 
lakes, dl $50,000 has been set 
aside for nonstate-owned lakes 

and e l $674,000 to be used for 
supplemental allocattons to the 
d1stricts. 

Des Momes County Soil Con­
servatton District has received 
$t3,000 of the funds allocated. to 
the di s tricts The followmg 
permanent conservation prac­
ltces are eligible for 50 percent 
cost sharing in Des Moines 
County · Pasture and Hay land 
Planting, Tree Plantmg, ErosiOn 
Gontrol Dams, Terraces, 
Diversions , Grassed Waterways, 
F1eld Windbreak, and Critical 
Area Planttng . 

Farmers planning any of the 
permanent conservation prac­
tices may sign-up for State cost 
sharing at the Des Moines County 
Soil Conservation District off1ce, 
Room 230 Federal Build1ng , 
Burltngton . Appltcations are 
being a ccepted on work 
scheduled to be s tarted before 
December 3t , t977 
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Develop Policy On 
Land Preservation 

A temporary County Land 
Preservation Policy Commission 
IS being organized under the 
State Land Preservation Policy 
Act passed by the Iowa General 
Assembly and signed into law by 
Governor Robert D Ray 

The county commission is to 
develop a land preservation 
policy for Des Momes County and 
to subm1t recommendations for a 
state policy, according to James 
C. Hodges, County Extension 
D~rector with Iowa State 
University's Des Moines County 
Extension Office. The ISU Ex­
tension Service is assisting in the 
organization of the county 
commission. 

They will meet on Thursday, 
August 18, 3:30 p.m. in the County 
Board of Supervisors room in the 
Court House to formally organize 
and elect officers. Meetings of 
the commission are open to the 
public . There will be three 
scheduled pubhc hearings that 
anyone from the public can 
appear and offer suggestions and 
recommendations to the com­
mission. After the commission is 
organized they will schedule 
these meetings and announce 
them in the media. 

Over-all intent of the new 
legislation is to develop a land 
preservation policy for the 
consideration of the General 
Assembly through participation 
and recommendations of citizens 
and local government, HcX!ges 
sa1d Specific goals of the polic) 
will be to provide for tile _orderly 
u e and development of land and 

related natural resources in 
Iowa, and to preserve private 
property rights and prime 
agricultural land for agricl,lltural 
production. 

In addition, the state policy 
goals are to guide the develop­
ment of critica l areas, key 
facilities and large-scale 
development. The policy should 
also provide for the future 
housing, commercial, industrial 
and recreational needs of the 
state, the legislature said. 

Plan No-Till 
Tour August 30 

Howard Bright, ASC director 
announced there will be a no-tili 
tour on Tuesday, August 30, to 
exam10e the no-till corn crops 
planted this spring. 

Those interested 10 joining the 
bus tour should meet at the 
Mediapolis school parking lot at 
tO :OO am August 30. 

Bright said they will be viewing 
the plots farmed by the 
Mediapolis FFA, Joe Beckman, 
Roger Kroll (County Con­
servation Board at Franklin 
lakes1teJ, Jim Howell , Roger 
Chng, and Doug Cling. 

"Beckman's and Kroll 's have 
rec_e1ved litUe to no rain," said 
Br>ght, "a nd have suffered 
~c;ause of the drought con­
ditions . Considering the amount 
of rain, though, they don't look to 
bad," he concluded. " The rest of 
the plots look good," Bright said 
however ' 
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This pond on the Massner farm Is 20 years old , but it still provides erosion control and an extra benefit 
for the "~ird -watchers". 

Five Acre Farm Pond Is 
Conservation Measure 

In 212 -3 weeks, a gully with a 
barn 10 tbe middle was turned 
10to a five acre pond on the Virgil 
Massner farm north of 
Mediapolis. "About the biggest 
pond in the county", it was built 
mainly for erosion control. 

With the heavy rains received 
since it was completed two weeks 
ago, the pond is already half full . 
" It will be 3()-32 feet deep when 
1t's full," said Massner. " My son 
is planning on water skiing in it," 
he stated. 

The Massners have three sons 
and one daughter, and the oldest 
son, Todd, helped in the con­
struction of the pond, accordjng 
to Massner. Along with Kenneth 
Moyers, who did the main 
groundwork, Massner said his 
son and the whole crew often 
worked until 2:30 or 3:00 in the 
morning to complete the pond. 

"It didn't take out any farm­
land," said Massner. "We just 
filled in a big gully." Massner 
feels it will "really stop the water 
coming through the cornfield". 

Massner's farmmg neighbor, 
Jim Johnson, also will receive 
some benefits from the large 
pond. " He is going to use it for 
drinking water for his cows," 
said Massner. By digging out an 
extension of the pond to the north, 
the water will cross over into the 
neighbor's land at a depth of 
about 12 feel when the pond is 
full Massner said he will use the 
pond for watering livestock on his 
own land only if he is "short of 
water", because he has a creek 
running through the farm. 

Massner said he started 
planning the pond three years 
ago After receiving approval 
from the county and state soil 
conservation offices, Massner 
worked with the county ASC 
office on a cost-sharing basis. 

A 12" overflow pipe and tile 
will drain the extra water into the 
nearby creel., according to 
Massner Three other ponds are 
located on Massner's farm, but 

he said he has "never seen the 
water get up over the dam on any 
of them". 

Massner estimates from 22-
23,000 yards of soil was · moved 
from the gully to form the dam on 
the south side of the pond. It has 
been seeded around the pond, but 
Massner plans to level o{{ the 
area surrounding the pond, some 
of which is now in corn, and 
"seed it down" . "We may even 
have a sand swimming hole ," 
said Massner, at the shallow end 

Bright Urges 
More Practices 

Howard Bright, soil con­
servation director for Des Moines 
county urges farmers to visit 
their office at the Federal 
Building in Burlington and learn 
more about cost-sharing on 
conservation practices. 

" You can do a litUe each year 
and get the serious problems 
covered," said Bright. "Maybe 
you can get a particular field 
treated that is the most critical 
problem. Farmers should 
remember each year it gets more 
costly to fix." 

Bright went on to explain, 
" Gulleys are a symptom, not the 
problem themselves . 1{ you can 
control sheet erosion, the gulleys 
won' t be so bad. Farmers need to 
protect their investmjlnl." 

More landowners are 
becoming aware of the situation, 
according to Bright, but he feels 
much more could be done to 
control erosion in Des Moines 
county. 

lf any farmers would like to 
learn more about cost-sharing or 
would like to have a conservation 
plan drawn up for their farm, 
stop in at the ASC office during 
soil and water conservation week 
- or anytime. 

of the pond. 
He isn't sure what he is going to 

stock the pond with for fishing, 
but he is considering " blullgill, 
bass , catfish, or all three" . 

An older pond is located right 
by the Virgil Massner home, but 
this one is stocked with tame 
ducks. Massner said the 2o-year­
old pond is an enjoyment for the 
family as they can view the ducks 
from the window of their home. 
" My son takes care of the 
ducks," said Massner. Canadas 
and Mallards inhabit the small 
pond which was renovated two 
years ago, and to which Massner 
added some terracing last fall . 

Massner explained he is a soil 
conservation advocate. I'm 100 
percent for it. Terracing is the 
best thing that ever happened. lf 
we built more ponds it would save 
all that dirt from washing down 
over the hills ." 
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Submit Troute For 
Outstanding Award 

The name of Rex H Troute Rt 
I Burhngton, has been submitted 
for compelilton for outstanding 
Oil dlstrtct commissioner on thfo 

regional level, announced 
Howard Bright SCS director for 
Des ll1omes coun ty 

Troute farms 560 acres, 400 in 
corn and 100 tn beans, and uses 
terrace ' ponds, waterways 
wtldl1fe area, and other con: 
servattOn practtces on his farm 

He was rhatrman of the district 
board tor ho vea,., 

Vlr;il Mnsner proudly eyes his new erosion contro l st ructure . a five a cre pond. Finished only two 
wttkugo, it isalready half full of water, and will be 30-32 feet deep when full . 

Troute and his wife Darlene 
have four childre1, Rex L 21 
)lana 19, Carla, 18, and Tod, 15' 

Release Survey Resu Its On 
Erosion And Water Quality 

Rex H. Troute, Chairman of the 
Des Moines County Resource 
onrdinaling Committee , has 

rtceived the statewide results 
from a survey of farm operator 
opinions concerning soil erosion 
a d rural water quality. This 
IUI'\'ey was conducted by the 

unty resource coordinating 
CGmmittees in each Iowa county 
u part of Section 208 water 
9111ity planning required by the 
Federal Water Pollution Control 
A t Amendments of 1972 (Public 
Ll•• 92-500). The Iowa Depart­
ment of Soi l Conservation 

ted these county committees 
•uh thts effort 

evenly randomly selected 
farm owners or operatnrs were 
polled from each of Iowa's 100 
1011 conservation districts. In the 
Ilea Moines County Soil Con­
aervation Distr ict 23 people 
cunpleted the survey. Over 2,500 
completed surveys were included 
Ill the statewide total 

Statewide , the majority of 
~le surveyed were satisfied 
With the quahty of water in their 
home dra inage areas. Des 
Moones County respondents in­
dicated, 13 to 7, that they were 
llttsfied with the quality of the 
area's water. Seventeen of these 
people tndicated that they felt 
1011 erosion was contributing to 
the polluhon problem in Des 
Mo1nes County , a nd 14 felt that 
they had a soil eros ion problem 
"' their own fa rm 

Statewide, seventy percent of 
the people who re turned the 
lUrvey mdicated that they fel t 

11 erosion was causing local 

water quahty problems, and 
fifty-two percent felt that there 
were soil erosion problems on 
their own farm 

Survey results indicated that 
nine ty- th ree percent of the 
respondents felt that some type 
of government assistance should 
be available to farmers for 
erosion control to improve water 
qua lity. The most popular forms 
of assistance were costshare 
funds and long-term low interest 
loans to farm operators for 
eros ion control investments 
Fifty percent of Des Moines 
County farmers staled that they 
thought cost-share assistance 
should be made available for 
water quality improvement . 
Also, 75 percent indicated they 
thought a loan program would be 
desirable. 

Results from these questions 
and others deahng with levels of 
cost-share assistance, con­
servation set-aside programs, 
soil conservalton district 
cooperation, and other related 
areas can be reviewed at the Des 
Momes Soil Conservation District 
office in Burlington. A copy of the 
survey results is also available 
free from the Department of Soil 
Conservalton, Grimes State 
Offtce Bwlding, Des Moines, 
Iowa 503t9. 
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Farm survey results told 
The majority of Des Moines county 

farmers are satisfied with the quality 
of water here, but most feel that soil 
erosion IS contributing tn water pollu­
tion. 

Rex Troute, chairman of the county 
Resource Coordinating committee, re­
ported those results from a statewide 
survey of farm operators on soil erosion 
and water quality. 

The survey was conducted as part of 
Section 208 water quality planning re­
quil'ed by the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act Amendments of 1972. Iowa 
Dept. of Soil Conservation-assisted. 

Only 23 Des Moines countians out of 
70 surveyed turned in questionnai.-es. 

On water quality, 13 said they were 
satisfied; 7 said they were not; 17 re­
spondents said soil erosion is contrib­
uting tn pollution; 14 said they had soil 
erosion problems on their own farms. 

On a statewide basis, 70% of the re-

spondents satd soil ~rosion is causing 
local water quality problems; 52"< said 
they had erosion problems on their own 
farms. 

Nine out of 10 farmers feel that gov­
ernment assistance should be available 
for erosion control to improve water 
quality. Most popular forms of assist­
ance were cost-share funds and long­
term low mterest loans. 

Results from those questions and 
(l,;,c, · rl<ding with conservation set­
aside programs, soil conservation dis­
trict cooperation and related areas can 
be reviewed at the oil Conservation 
offi~e in Burlington. 
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5% Of County Into 
Conservation Tillage View No-Till Plots 

Crop Prospects 
Conservation Tillage estimates 

in Des Momes County point out 
that only 5 percent of the 
cropland was farmed usmg 
conservation tillage . Con­
servation tillage means 2000 lbs. 
of residue are left on the soil 
'urface after planltng. 

There are many farmers who 
do not use th< moldboard plow. 
ApprOXImately t,200 acres are 
chiseled, disked, and gone over 
with a field cultivator before 
plantmg. This method has proven 
effective for those that have tried 
•t, reports Howard Bright , 
district conservationist. 

'Only 150 acres of land was 
farmed usmg no-tillage methods, 
however this is a great increase 
over last year," Bright said 

Approximately t50 farmers 
used some other type of ttllage 
other than the moldboard plow or 
chtsel. Most of these farmers 
used some type of disk 

There are approximately 9,000 
acres of conservation tillage in 
Des Moines County . The most 
1mportant thing to remember in 
conservation tillage is leaVIng 
enough residue on the soil sur-

face to protect the soil during 
heavy rains and htgh wmds, 
Bright emphasized 

Conservation ltllage saves 
lime, soil. and moisture . Most 
farmers have the necessary 
equipment for this practice . 
Each year more and more far­
mers are farmmg w1thout the 
moldboard plow They have 
found that they can get along 
without it and still get good crops. 

In another no-till tour, fa rmers 
viewed the crops as they neared 
harvest time. Howa rd Bright 
ASC director ior Des Moines 
County, said tt was a small 
group, and they toured only fou r 
fields - the FFA plot, Jim 
Howell 's, Roger Cling's, and 
Doug Cling's 

" In general they looked good 
for the weather we've had," sa ic' 
Bright "I think the farmers who 
tried it are saltsf1ed " 

They estimated the school plot 
would have 145 bushels per acre 
With a 4 oz. ear, and Roger 
Cling's would have 145-185 
bushels per acre, dependmg on 
whether a 3 oz. or 4 oz. ear 

Bright said he IS "anxious to 
try next year" u ·mg the same 
corn and same ptanltng date, and 
compartng field With con­
\'enlional ltllage and no-ltll . 
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Teachers May Learn 
Conservation 

Educators with a special in­
terest in energy and en­
vironmental education will have 
the opportunity to learn new 
techniques for energy c,;m­
servation at an al!-day workshop 
November 16 at the Burlington 
Holiday Inn. The session is 
planned for elementary and 
junior high school teachers. 

Teachers from the 13 local 
district schools within Area 
Education Agency No. 16 will 
become acquainted with 
CJirriculum rna terials on energy 
studies at the AEA sponsored 
workshop. Packets on energy 
conservation for classroom use 
kindergarten through sixth grade 
were developed by the Iowa 
Energy Policy Council in 
cooperation with the Iowa 
Department of Public In­
struction. 

Energy and the environment 
are important issues in today's 
world, according to AEA t6 
math-science consultant Dr 
Jerry Doyle. It is important that 
teachers are aware of new 
materials and techniques for the 
broad scope of environmental 
education, the consultant ex­
plains. 

The AEA is sponsoring the 
inservice program, in 
cooperation with the DPI and the 
EPC to assist schools in 
developing environmental 
programs as required by law in 
grades t through 8. Learning 
aides and instructional 
techniques for teachers will be 
discussed. 

Dr. Doyle and local district 
teachers , Sue Baldwin, 
Burlington, and Linda Guerdet, 
Keokuk, received copies of the 
energy packets along with en­
vironmental education materials 
while attending the state meeting 
at Springbrook State park near 
Guthrie Center in September. 
The three were representatives 
of AEA 16 at the state session. 

Further information rtgarding 
the workshop and energy 
curriculum materials is 
available from Dr. Doyle at the 
AEA office in Ft. Madison. 

Results Of FFA 
Soil Judging Contest 

The annual FFA soil judging 
contest was held at Lee County on 
October 19. Four members of the 
Mediapolis Agronomy class 
participated in the contest. They 
were Lynn Huiskamp, Bill 
Hillyard, Jerry Wagenbach, and 
Dan Keitzer. 

The contest consisted of four 
sites of which three were judging 
sites and site four was a written 
test. Some of the factors con­
sidered in judging soils are slope, 
color, texture, and permability. 
The parllcipants were scored as 
a team as well as individuals. 

The- four top teams were all 
with-in fifty points. They were 
1st, Harmony, 2nd Central, 3rd • 
Fort Madison, and 4th 
Mediapolis. 

Lynn Huiskamp was awarded 
3rd place individual. 

Public Hearing 
On Land Policy 

The first in a series of three 
public hearings for citizens input 
into the Des Moines County Land 
Preservation Policy Statement 
will be held on Thursday, 
November 17, 7:00 p.m . in 
Council Chambers, Third Floor 
of City Hall in Burlington. 
Chairman, Bob Christensen, and 
the other eight members of the 
Commission will be meeting to 
hear citizens express their views 
as to what should go into the 
County Land Preservation Policy 
Statement to be submitted to a 
District Convention and 
ultimately the State by April 1, 
1978. 

The Commissioners in addition 
to Christensen include : Ray 
Pilling, Mediapolis; Joe Beck­
man, Sperry; Rex Troute, RR 1, 
Burlington ; Merle Kelly , 
Burlington, Bob Gerdner 
Burlington, Tom Martin' 
Burlington, Rod Ralston' 
Burlington. Denny Cross: 
Danville James C Hodges, 
County Extension Director 
serves as secretary to the 
CommissiOn 

A.ny Des Moines County 
resident wishing to address 
himself to the Commission will be 
given an opportunity to state his 
or her views on the subject of 
Land Preservation Commission 
members want citizen input to 
help gUide their deliberations 10 
developmg a policy statement for 
De>. Memes County. 

/U-..v- [ ._,_ , ) ~- ---('- < ·­
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Can Apply For State Forestry Trees 
Application for obtaining State 

Forestry trees for establishing or 
improving existing forests , 
erosion control or wildlife cover 
are now being accepted at the 
Des Moines County Extension 
Office, Room 216 Federal 
Building, Burlington. Soil Con­
servation Service Office and 
ASCS Office also in the Federal 
Building have application blanks. 

James C. Hodges , County 
Extension Director, says the 
trees must be ordered in 
multiples of 100 and the order 
must total at least 500 trees. 
Growers have to agree to plant 

Land Preservation 
Commission Meets 

Des Moines County Land 
Preservation Policy Commission 
is scheduled to meet on Wed­
nesday, December i, 2:00p.m. in 
the Supervisors's Room at the 
Court House. The purpose of the 
meeting is to further develop 
plans for the land preservation 
policy statem_ent that the com­
mission is preparing for sub­
mission to the district com­
mission and eventually to the 
state. 

James C Hodges, secretary to 
the commission, says the public 
is invited to attend the com­
missioner's meeting at their 
work session, The next public 
hearing is scheduled for Thur­
sday, January 19, 7:00pm. in the 
Cou~cil Chambers, City Hall, 
Burlington. 

SCD Conference 
Next Tuesday 

A Soil Conservation District 
commissioners conference will 
be held on Tuesday December 
20. • 

Coordinating board chairman 
J1m Hawkins will make opening 
remarks, then each of the in­
dividual districts will have a 
chance to present their goals and 
objectives. 

RC&D accomplishments to 
date will be given by the chair­
man, which will be followed by 
IntroductiOns of constructive 
Criticism session. 

After the luncheon, group 
reports Will be given on the 
sessions, a slide will be shown on 
RC&D, and a group problem 
solvmg session will follow 

and use the trees for establishing 
or improving existing forests , 
erosion control, game or water 
conservation. Species available 
include : Austrian Pine, Jack 
Pine, Ponderosa Pine, Red Pine, 
Scotch Pine, White Pine, 
European Larch , Autumn Olive, 
Dogwood, Amur Honeysuckle, 
Tatarian Honeysuckle , 
Ninebark, Russian Olive, silver 
Maple, Green Ash, White· Ash, 
Black Walnut. Prices range from 
$12.50 to $15 per 500 plants with 
the plants ranging in height from 
6 to 12 inches for most species. 

Explain Rural 
Water System 

A proposed rural water 
delivery system for Des Moine .. 
Henry, Lee and Louisa Countie. 
will be explained at an in· 
formational meeting on Monday, 
December 5, 7:30 p.m. in the 
Vocational Agricultural Building 
at Southeastern Community 
Colleg~ . 

James C Hodges, County 
Extension Director, says the 
Land and Water Committee of 
Geode Wonderland RC&D is 
sponsoring th1s meeting m 
cooperation with the Des Moines 
County Extension Service. 

Hodges says the obJective of 
this meeting is to inform rural 
residents the steps that need to be 
taken in order to provide a water 
transmission system that is 
adequate and dependable 
Persons who cannot make this 
meeting are invited to attend a 
similar meeting at the 
Swedesburg Lutheran Church 
Parish Hall on December 12, 7:30 
pm 

'Jk...,-~ 
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Conservationist 
In Training Here 

Des Moines county will employ 
a soil conservationist to work in 
the SCS office in training under 
district soil conservationist 
Howard Bright. 

Sid Mais, Wyoming, Ia , 
arrived in Burlington FriJay to 
begin his training in the county 
He previously served at the SCS 
office in Dewitt, working as an 
aide in Clinton county 

Mais attended Western Illinois 
Uruversity, Macomb, receiving a 
B.S in ag science. He has 11 
farming background in 
Wyoming, wherP. one of his two 
brothers operates a farm . .. ········ ............... ,, 



30 Percent Increase 
In Conservation Ti II age 

Iowa's farmers increased by 2 
million acres the amount of land 
farmed by conservation tillage 
methods this year, according to a 
survey by the U.S. Soil Con­
servation Service. 

" About 9,385,000 acres of 
rowcrop were planted this year in 
such a way as to leave crop 
residues on the soil surface,'' SCS 
slate resource conservationist 
Mervin Danielson says. That 
compares to a 7.2 million acre 
estimate a year ago. 

Danielson told soil con­
servation officials at a research 
meeting of the Iowa Association 
ol Soil Conservation District 
Commissioners in Fort Dodge 
Tuesday that the increase is very 
encouraging. "This was a 30 
percent increase in acreage; our 
survey showed that the practice 
was applied on 64,500 farms this 
year - that 's 10,000 more farmers 
using conservation tillage this 
y~ar than last," Danielson said. 

The SCS survey, compiled from 
<'OIInty estimates by SCS district 
cvnservationists, shows acreage 
increases by nearly all types of 
conservation tillage methods . 
!Conservation tillage, minimum 
tillage , and mulch tillage are aU 
terms used to describe · reduced 
tillage which leaves crop 
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residues on the soil surface.; 
Chisel plowing again showed 

the biggest increase from 
previous years. In 1977, about 4.2 
million acres were chisel plowed, 
compared to 2.4 million acres in 
1976. Danielson a ttributes the 
increase in chiseling to the fact 
that chisel plows cover more 
acres in less time than con­
ventional plows, and take less 
energy. Then, too, they leave 
residues on the surface to save 
soil. A big increase in chiseling 
came in north central Iowa, 
where wind erosion is a danger. 

Disking, or usi ng a field 
cultivator (or a similar machine) 
increased s lightly from 4.2 
million acres in 1976 to 4.7 million 
acres this year. Till planting 
increased from 281,000 acres to 
345,000 acres. Nc>-till planting fell 
from 118,000 acres to 67,000 acres, 
but Danielson said the drop was 
due to allowing no disking or 
other ground preparation prior to 
no-till planting. He expects the 
method to increase next year. 

" We've run this survey since 
1968, and seen a tremendous 
jump in conservation tillage in 
nine years," says Danielson. 
Only 440,000 acr es we re 
minimum-till ed in 1968 . The 
figure went to 2,900,000 acres in 
1972, a nd has tripled since then. 

"There's potential for much 
more conservat ion tillage in 
Iowa," SCS agronomist J ohn 
Maddy says. " It's the fastest way 
a farmer can reduce soil losses 
and continue to plant corn and 
soybeans." 

While the survey resul ts are 
encouraging, Maddy was quick to 
point out the need for improving 
the qua lity of conservation 
tillage . " We found that overall, 
half of the 9.4 million acres had 
more than 2,000 pounds of residue 
per acre left on the surface after 
planting. The other half didn' t 
have enough crop residues to do a 
good job of er~ion control, 
especially on s loping land. 

Soil protection is gained by the 
residues covering soil; raindrops 
hit the res idues ra ther tha n soil 
and don' t dislodge soil pa rticles. 
Thus, more ground coverage 
means better soil protection. 

" We found the best protection, 
of course, in no-till planting, with 
97 percent of the acres leaving 
adequate residue," Maddy says. 
"Till planting left 88 percent of 
the land with more tha n 2,000 
pounds of residue per acre." 

One of two beaver dams at the Franklin Township Lakesite , Jim Settles said developing the beaver 
population is one of their wildlife conservation goals. 

No Lake In Near Future For 
Franklin Township Lakesite 

It may have many uses for the 
public, bu t one of them won 't be 
swimming at the Fra nkl in 
Township Lal<es ite recreation 
area near Dodgeville. 

Money for a dam <estimated at 
1.2 million dollars) just isn' t in 
the Des Moines county ~on­
servation board's budget. Officer 
J im Settles said the board will 
" try to develop it piece-meal, a 
li ttle at a time as we can afford 
It". Settles said , "We will develop 
it so people can use it until the 
lake is in. It is used now 
primarily by hunters, hikers, and 
primitive campers." 

Other sources of money are 
under investigallon for use in the 
lakesite project, .• :td Settles said 
the main source used so far has 
been the Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation " It is the only 
realistic source," said Settles. On 
a 50 percent cost-sharing basis, 
the BOR has assisted in obtaining 
land for the lakesite. " You have 
to come up with 100 percent in­
tially," Settles expla ined. He 
estima ted it would take a million 
dollars to complete all work other 
than the dam 

Latest work at the lakesite 
includes the beginning of a 
$47,000 caretaker 's residence . 
The basement has been dug and 
should be completed in April by 
Wick Homes. Settles said he 
would then reside there. 

Last year, $60,000 was 
budgeted for the lakesite, which 
included building the home, 
drilling the well , and building 
some siltation ponds. In the 
coming year, Settles said they 
would build more siltation ponds, 
do some fencing , and possibly 
add on to the maintenance shed. 

All of the land is now purchased 
for the lakesite area, and all of 
the main roads are built. They 
are not surfaced yet, however. 
Settles hopes to get three roads 
gravelled in the near future: o~e 
to a fishing area , one to a pJCmc 
area they will be developing, and 
one to a public use area . These 
projects a re planned for 
development over the next three 
years, and Settles said , "Then 
the next few years we will 
develop another area ." 

The fishing area will be the 
first ready · only needing the 

three ponds to fill in the spring 
and be stocked for public fishing 

Plans in the futu re include a 
r ifle range, picnic area, ili•Y 
camp area for Scouts, etc., 
outdoor learning center, parking 
area, winter sports area, and a 
175-acre lake. Settles said the 
camping area will be "one of the 
last things before the lake " 
built" 

One. project which is still off'•n 
the future is the winter sport 
area , wh ich would offer a 
location for "sledding, ski g 
toboganning, and sliding' Therr· 
will be a heat shack at the top of 
the hill and a mechanica I to" 
rope. "This is still down the road 
a ways," said Settles. "Yo~ n e 
more personnel to superl'ise it for 
safety." 

Meanwhile, the ?no · c 
Fran kl in township lake~Jte ,; 
used for wildlife habitats, hun· 
ling, and some recreation such 
as hiking and primitive camping 
The facilities will be expanding, 
offering more to the public e!lch 
year, but the question of the 
actual lake still reamins to b(, 
answered 



Sid Mais, right, studies project with Howard Bright 

SCS trains conservationist 
Sid Mais, 25, has begun training as 

soil conservationist with the Des 
Moines county Soil Conservation serv­
ice office here. 

He's expected to spend the next nine 
to 12 months under the tutelage of dis­
trict conservationist Howard Bright 
and working with Oren Champ, con­
servation technician. He will be get­
ting into the planning aspect of con­
servation work. 

A March, 1976 graduate of Western 
Illinois university at Macomb, Mais 
majored in agricultural sciences. Since 
last March he has been a conservation 
aide in the office of Debbie Brus Har­
msen at DeWitt. 

She is Bright's counterpart in Clin-

Water meeting 
Many rural residents who couldn't 

get to previous water meetings can go 
to the parish hall of Swedesburg Lu­
theran church at Swedesburg at 7:30 
p.m. Monday for a session hosted by 
Henry county extension director Dick 
Thuma. 

Making the presentation on a rural 
water system will be Ralph Dewey ex­
ecutive director of Geode Wonderiand 
Resource Con•ervation and Devel-

ton county, the first and only female 
district conservationist in Iowa. She 
was trained in the Burlington office, 
too. 

Among the "graduates" from Bur­
lington, under Ralph Dewey, predeces­
sor of Bright, were Harold Bryant, for­
mer technician, who was Louisa dis 
trict conservationist at Wapello before 
moving to Iowa county and Larry 
Hunt, who succeeded Bryant at Wa­
pello. 

"This seems to be a training center," 
Btight said. He added that Mais will 
be getting into soils training and the 
timing is good Melvin Brown is in his 
third year here as party chief of a 
standard soils survey. He works closely 
with ASC and SCS offices here 

Mais was reared on a farm near 
Wyoming, in Jones county. His father 
and a brother operate the f~rm now. 

In Clinton county, he conducted sur­
veys and helped to design farm ponds 
and tile inlet terraces. "There are a lot 
of the projects we worked on that are 
going to hold over until next year; it 
was just too wet this fall," he said. 
This also is the case in Des Moines 
county. 

At WIU, he became involved in 
rugby and in four years learned a back 
position. "I also learned the rules, but 
not all of them. It's an extremely com­
plex game," he said. "It may be a bit 
dull for spectators for that reason. Not 
too many of them know the game that 
well. 

" It's a ruffians' game played by gen­
tlemen, they tell me." 

He played with a Quad Cities team 
while in DeWitt. Mais said he also en­
joys snow skiing. He's single and look­
ing forward to a career with the SCS. 
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at Swedesburg 
opment council. 

The land and water committee of 
the RC&D unit is sponsoring the series 
of public meetings to determine inter­
est in formation of a water association 
in Des Moines, Henry, Lee and Louisa 
counties. 

James C. Hodges, Des Moines 
county extension director, said a num­
ber of persons in the Yarmouth and 
Mediapolis communities planned to 

attend the Dec. 5 meeting at South­
eastern Community college but snow 
and high winds intervened. They will 
have the opportunity to hear the same 
presentation Monday night. 

If there's enough interest, a steering 
committee will be formed to survey 
residents and accept $25 fees which 
will pay for a feasibility study of form­
ing an association to provide a modem 
water supply to farms, suburbs and 
small towns. 



Will Hold Public Hearing 
On Land Policy Jan . 19 

A public heanng on a new 20-
point land policy will be held on 
January 19 at 7:30p.m. m council 
chambers at Burlington city hall 

The pohcy also suggests the 
stale should reduce the number 
of a1rports 10 the state below the 
proposed 105 M10eral extraction 
and quarry operations would be 
permitted 1f the land is returned 
to recreational or agricultural 
use when production ceases 

A NO-TILLAGE meeting is sched­
uled at 1:30 p.m. Monday at the First 
Presbyterian church, Mediapolis. Des 
Moines and Louisa county farmers and 
landowners are invited and will have 
an opportunity to sign up for use of the 
no-till planter this spring. 

This plan was based on 
recommendations of the nine 
commiSSioners for Des 
Moines county land preservation 
at a meeling last Thursday night. 

The1r plan IS to limit the growth 
of cities and rural housmg and 
keep good farm-land 10 

production , locating industry and 
housing on poor Ia nd 

Major recommendations of the 
commission are : 

Land quahty would be deter­
m10ed by the local commission, 
based on US Department of 
Agncultural soil surveys, wh1ch 
are now underway 

The best land would classified 
for agricultural use, with the 
poorest land designated for 
hous10g or industrial expansion 

Plan No-Till Meeting 
Monday In Mediapolis 

Incorporated Cities and towns 
ll.'oe undeveloped land within their 
borders before expanding outside 
cltv limits 

industrial and commercial 
development should be restricted 
to land of low agricultural 
quality 

Houstng 10 rural areas should 
be limited to land which produces 
less than 65 bushels of corn per 
acre That in effect , would 
probably requtre all future 
residential housing to be built on 
limbered or hilly land, rather 
than tillable ground 

A permanent Des Moines 
county land commissiOn to 
oversee land development be 
created 

The power of the Iowa 
Department of Transportation to 
take pnme ag land for highways 
be restricted 

Farmers be encouraged 
through tax 10centives to use 
good conservation practices. 

Commission members are 
county supervisors Bob 
Christensen, Robert Gerdner and 
Merle Kelly ; soil commissioners 
Ray Ptll10g, Rex Troute and Joe 
Beckman , Burlington coun­
cilmen Tom Martin and Rod 
Ralston , and Danvtlle coun­
cilman Denn~ Cross. 

Advantages of no-till planting 
Will bP diSCUSSed at a meetmg 
Monday~ January 23, at 1:30 p.m. 
at the F1rst Presbyterian church 
m Mediapolis 

Howard Bright, district con­
servationist, said they will be 
talking about last year's no-till 
plots, and he hopes each of these 
farmers will be present to discuss 
their individual plots. Involved m 
no-till farmmg last year were . 
Joe Beckman, Roger Kroll , Jim 
Howell, Roger Cling, Doug Cling, 
Melvm Gerst, Mike Schrader 
Arne Hausknecht, and Roge~ 
Krieger 

Bob Jones, Ortho chemical 
representative, will be pres~nt at 

Minimum Tillage Talks January 27 
"Managing Tillage for Con­

servation" IS the tiUe for the 
conference to be held on Friday, 
January 27, at the Ottumwa 
Coliseum 

II 30 - 1:15 - Lunch Break 
I 15 - 2:00 - Herman Warsaw, 

Past ational Corn Growing 
Champion 

the meeting to explain the proper 
procedures for no-till planting 
fert11izer and chemical ap: 
plication. 

Through Ortho, a no-till planter 
w1ll be available again, said 
Bnght. He encourages farmers 
to sign up for the program and 
use the planter. Bright said if the 
recommended procedures are 
followed, "the only thing you 
have to worry about is the 
weather" 

Bright said some advantages of 
no-till plant10g are less trips 
across the field , and a good 
mulch to protect the soil from 
erosion and prov de more 
adequate sub-soil moisture. 

Recychng of waste materia Is 
be encouraged, adequate and 
safe rural water supphes be 
ensured and the possibility of 
us10g treated sewage as f er ttlizer 
on farm land be explored 

Agenda for the event is 
2:00 - 3:00 - Panel Dtscussion 

and Questions - Farmers and 
Spectalists 

, 
Who, when, 

where & why lndtvtdual septic systems and 
lagoons in rural housmg 
developments be banned in favor 
of centralized sewage and water 
systems. 

9:30- 10 :15 a. m -Conservation 
Tillage - An Overview Bill 
Hayes , Regional Agronomist, 
Soil Conservation Service 

3:00- AdJourn 
Roger Cling, Mediapolis, will 

serve as a member of the panel 
durmg the 2-3 p .m . panel 
discussion 

Nuclear power plant con­
struction be prohtbited until a 
safe means of disposing of 
rad1o«ct1ve waste can be found 

10:15- t0 :45- Fertilizer- What, 
When and How Regis Voss, 
Extension Agronomist, Iowa 
State Univers1ty 

Tickets for the conference are 
avatlable from your county Soil 
Conservation District Office. 

lndustnal growth be confined 
to ex1st1ng 10dustrial areas and 
population centers 

10 :45- II 10- Weed Control and 
Conservation Tillage - Wayne 
Dietz, Extension Soil, Water and 
Waste Specialist, Dubuque n .......... ~ 
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11·10 - IL30 - Potential Insect 
and Disease Problems - Allan 
Setm, Extension Crop Production 
Sp~ia~st!..Ottumwa 

Land policy hearing Thursday 
If you have an opinion on how to preserve land, the Des 

Moines county land preservation policy commission wants to 
bear it. 

The nine-member commission will hear comments at a 
public hearing at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in council chambers at 
Burlington city hall . 

The commission, headed by supervisor Bob Christensen, 
will unveil a 20-point policy designed to keep farm land in 
production and limit urban growth. 

The recomendations were based on member's suggestions 
and thoee made in a public survey several months ago. The 
commi89ion was created last fall to recommend policies to the 
Iowa Legislature for inclusion ·in a land use bill. 

Its basic position is that good farm land should be retained 
for agricultural use and that industry and housing should be 
located on poor land . 

Christensen said recently that the commission may revise 
the policy after listening to public reaction. A third hearing is 

requiired before t'ecommendations can be adopted. 
Major recommendations are that cities and towns sho~ld 

use undeveloped land within their borders before expandtng 

city limits. 

industrial and commercial development should be re­
stricted to land of low agricultural quality, and housing in 
rural areas should be limited to ground which produces less 
than 65 bushels of com per acre. 

The commission wants permanent responsibility to oversee 
land development within the county, its cities r.nd towns. 

Good conservation practices, adequate sewer and water 
facilities for all residents and recycling of waste materials are 

also priorities 
Members include supervisors Christensen, Merle Kelly and 

Bob Gerdner, soil commi89ioners Rex Troute, Joe Be~kman 
and Ray Pilling, Burlington councilmen Tom Martm and 
Rod Ralston, and Danville councilman Denny Cross. 

Monday, Jan. 23 
6:30 p.m. - West Burlington 

school board, regular meeting; li­
brary of West Burlington Arnold 
high school 

7:30 p.m. - Mediapolis school 
board, special meeting, high school 
library, to review attendance policy, 
discuss administrative staff and 
employment of superintendent. 

7:30 p.m. - Burlington plan 
commis~ion, regular sec;sion. coun­
ctl chambers of city hall 

Tueodoy, Jan. 24 
7 p.m - West Burlington city 

council, regular meetmg, West BJr­
lington city hall, second floor. 

7:30 p.m. - Southeast Iowa Re· 
gional Planning Commission, regu· 
lar meeting, supervisors room, De 
Moines county courthou•e. 

\¥adnaoday,Jan.25 
7 p.m. -Des Momes County Soil 

Con~ervahon district commission 
ers, regular meeting, Room 230, 
Burlington federal building 

Thuroday, Jan. 26 
2 p.m.- Burlington city council, 

work ~e~~ion, mayor's office. cih· 
hall . 



Name Jan. 27 Tillage Conference . 
Ken McNabb has been usmg a 

The members of the farmer h'sel plow system for three 
discussion panel for the Con- c 1 his 200 acres of rc•W 
servation Tillage Confere~ce to years ~~ior to that he utilized a 
be held in the Ottumwa Cohseur:; ~[e~~s. cultivator in his tillage 
on January '1:1 were name He has used the ch1sel 
recently . Lowell McCra.cken , Pr~!"'f:~ither fall or sprin~, but 
Chairman of the Pathfmders P ll does it in the spnng. to -
Resource Conser~ation. and g~l~~~all grazing of cornstalks 
Development D1stnct wh1ch IS ~ d no~ fall chisel soybean 
hosting the conference, an- e 0: 
nounced that Allen Ammons, gr~~ panel discussion will be 
Monroe County ; Richard Bu~er, e efeature of the afternoon 
Appanoose County; Roger C mg, on g am at the conference 
Des Moines County; and Ken ife~~an Warsaw, a past nat10nal 
McNabb, Van Buren County\ corn growing champion, w1ll also 
would serve on the pane ak to the conference then. 
moderated by Jerry Lehman, s~he morning program will 
Henry County. include specialists from the So1l 

Ammons operates ap- Conservation Service tSCSl and 
proximately 600 acres of rollmg h Iowa State UniversitY 
land in southern _Monroe County. ~I~ U ) Extension Service. B1ll 
About 200 acres IS used for corn H · · · Regional Agronomist for 
and 100 acres for soy~ans. He ay~, C S. will present an 
has used a Buffalo-Till planter the ·~w· 0r' conservation tillage 
for two years .. Major reas

1
ons for ov:~:~s. Dr. Regis Voss, LS.U . 

choosing th1s type o con- sy 
servation tillage system were to 
minimize time used in planti~g 
and capital investme~t m 
planting and tillage machmery · 

Richard Burger has been 
farming for 11 years. His fields 
are gently to moderately slopmg. 
His conservation tillage system 
includes the use of a Sidewinder 

Hold Second Land Policy Hearing 
The second in a series of three 

public hearings for citizens input 
into the Des Moines County Land 
Preservation Policy Statement 
will be held on Thursday , 
January 19, 7:00p.m. in Council 
Chambers, Third Floor of City 
Hall in Burlington, Chairman 
Bob Christensen and the other 
eight members of the Com­
mission will be meeting to hear 
citizens express their views as to 
what should go into the County 
Land Prese~vation Policy 
Statement to be submitted to a 
District Convention and 
ultimately the State by April 1, 
1978. 

The Commissioners m addition 
to Christensen include: Ray 
Pilling, Mediapolis; Joe Beck-

man, Sperry; Rex Troute, RR I, 
Burlington; Merle Kelly, 708 S. 
Central, Burlington; Bob Gerd­
ner , 806 North Central, 
Burlington ; Tom Martin, 119 
Greenwood, Burlington ; Rod 
Ralston , 3012 Flint Hills Drive, 
Burlington ; Denny Cross, 109 W. 
Roosevelt Road, Danville. James 
C. Hodges, County Extension 
Director serves as secretary to 
the Commission. 

Any Des Moines County 
resident wishing to address 
themself to the Commission will 
be given an opportunity to state 
his or her views on the subject of 
Land Preservation. Commission 
members want citizen input to 
help guide their deliberations in 
developing a policy statement for 
Des Moines County. 

rotary tiller to perform sha.llow 
tillage and planting at one .llm~. 
Fertilizer is generally apphed lil 
the fall and incorporated with a 
disk. 

Two New Employees For Conservation Board 
Roger Cling has used a chisel 

plow based system for two y~rs 
on most of his land and also tned 
an Allis Chalmers No-Till planter 
on part of his acreage in 1977. 
•' ields on his farm range from 

arly level to moderately 
>ping. His cropping program is 
sically a corn and soybeans 

ot~tion. 

Windbreaks Are 
Energy Savers 

If you are a rural homeowner, 
now is the time to plan your 
windbreak for spring planting. 
Windbreak location should be on 
the north a!jd west of your farm­
stead to break the force of winter 
winds . 

A mature, well-planned wind­
break can reduce wind velocity 
more than 50 percent This, in 
turn, lowers the chill factor and 
may reduce your healing cost by 
as much as 30 percent Wind­
breaks reduce livestock stress in 

The Des Moines County Con­
servation Board has recently 
added a naturalist position to 
their staff Debbie Smith began 
work March 2 in this capacity. 

Some of her duties will include 
working with schools developing 
an environmental education 
program, assisting youth 
organizations with conservation 
projects, and promoting the 
"Acres for Wildlife" program. 
She will also be available to 
present educational programs 
for interested organizations. 

• I ~ 

Debbie is a 1976 graduate of 
Iowa State University in zoology. 
She also has a background in 
education. In the fall of 1976 she 
student taught with Project ECO , 
an environmental education 
program sponsored by the Ames 
School distict. Last year she was 
a science teacher for the Gilmore 
City Bradgate Jr.-Sr. High 
School. For the past three 
summers she has been on the 
nature staff at the State 4-H 
Camping Center 

The Board also has a new Park 
Ranger for their 4th Pumping 

Plant Recreation Park. Tom 
Marsh began work on February 
6. 

Tom is a 1977 graduate of Iowa 
State University in Fisheries and 
Wildlife Biology. During the 
summers of 1975 and 1976 he 
worked at the Guttenberg 
Management Station for the Iowa 
Conservation Commission. In the 
summer of 1973 he worked for the 
Des Moines County Conservation 
Board as a temporary park 
technician. 

Both position; are C.E.T.A. 
funded for several months. 

Planted to the north and west, this maturing windbreak is located at the Jim McCartle home east of 
Mediapolis, in Kossuth. 

winter and in summer by tem­
pering hot winds by several 
degrees. 

Also, a windbreak enhances the 
beauty of your farmstead and 

proVIdes shelter for wildlife 
Scotch pine and Norway spruce 
are just a couple of species 
recommended in Des Moines 
County Trees planted as soon as 

the frost is out will start growing 
when soil temperature permits. 

Contact the Soil Conservation 
Service for help in location and 
species selection. 



Farm meetings 
CLIAN WATIR is the subject of a 

public meeting called by Rex Troute, 
chairman of the Des Moines County 
Reeource Coordinating committee, at 1 
p.m. Wednesday at the RC&D office in 
the Machinists building on US 34 just 
eat of Middletown. 

Committee Plans 
Iowa has been required by the 1972 

Clean Water Act to develop a plan to 
control non-point sources of pollu­
tiDts. These in­
clude sediment and 
chemical runoff 
hom all Ianda, in­
cluding farmland. 
Departments of 
Soil Conservation 
and Environmen­
tal Quality are 
charged with de­
veloping the plan. 

For Best Management 

"This meeting 
will be one of a very 
rew opportunities Troute 
ror local people to have a say in the 
type of control program to use in 
Iowa," Troute said. "We need to shape 
the program to our needs or else some­
one will do it for us." 

The imple01entation program woulr! 
require pollution control measures in 
watersheds that contribute to a water 
quality problem. The Soil Con­
Rrva_tion Service reported that the im­
plementation program would require 
pollution control measures in water­
aheda that contribute to a water qual­
ity problem. SCS maintains that ita 
proposal allows for a number of in­
centives and alternative pollution con­
trol practices. 

Troute urged the public to attend; 
ite input will be reviewed by the con­
lerv&nc,Y disticta before final decisions 
are made next summer. 

Members of the Des Moines 
County Resource Coordinating 
Committee met recently to 
discuss 'best management 
practices" Th1s b-'OUp is con­
sidering practices to mduu~ in 
the states Water Quality Plan 

In accordance with the Water 
Pollution Control law, which calls 
for "fishable and swimmable 
streams" by 1985, local groups 
are determining conservation 
practices which would be ac­
cepted by the community 

Under the new law, the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality woulc identify streams 
which are adversely affected by 
pollution, sediment , or farm 
chemicals. The DEQ would then 
Inform the conservancy district 
m which the stream segment 
lies. In turn, the conservancy 
district would identify the 
watershed where the problem 
originates and inform the proper 
soil conservation district. 

Landowners in these water­
sheds would be contacted by the 
local soil conservation district, 
Informing them of the problem. 
The SCD will offer incentives to 
the landowners for voluntary 
participation in installing the 
best management practices. If 
landowners do not cooperate 
voluntarily, then the district will 
initiate action aga1nst the land-

• owner in a manner similar to 
the nuisance procedure now 
authorized for soil eros10n con­
trol 

Set Aside Acres For Conservation Work 
More farmers and landowners 

are getting interested in applying 
soil conservation practices each 
year. This is good, but there is a 
problem involved here. Since 
most farmers have intensive 
row crop rotations it is no longer 
possible to construct con­
servation structures in the 
summer. Everyone wants their 
conservation work done in the 
spring or fall when the fields are 
fallow. This places an impossible 
workload on the earth moving 
contractor and tiler. It's no 
wonder there are few jobs being 
completed. Many jobs are 
carried over from year to year 
tying up federal and state cost­
share dollars. 

With the new "ASCS set aside 
program", farmers can take 
advantage of this opportunity to 
set aside those acres on which 

they are planning terraces and 
other conservation practices. By 
seedmg down these areas to oats 
or grass, earth moving con­
tractors can play catch up on all 
those jobs that have been post­
poned the past couple of years. 

There are other advantages in 
utilizing set aside acres for 
conservation work . The soil is in 
its best condition for con­
struction, saving the contractor 
time and the farmer money. 

If you are considering con­
servation practices for your 
farm, the SCS office urges you to 
think about setting aside these 
acres for summer construction. 
It could save you money and 
increase your chances of getting 
your favorite earth-moving 
contractor and tiler 

Howard Bright, d1strict con 
servationist, said the local 
group's proposal for best 
management practices will be 
sent to the Environmental 
Protection Agency in the fall If 
they are accepted, they expect to 
receive some money which would 
be made available to individuals 
with problems. 

" You have to find means of 
cost-sharing to implement 
programs ," said Bright. "A 
voluntary program is not ef­
fective ." 

At the meeting of the Coor­
dinating Committee, the 
following practices were voted 
upon in the categories of not 
applicable, much resistance , 
some resistance, accepted, easily 
accepted, and strongly accepted. 
In almost every case, votes were 
divided among four or more 
categories. Following is a list of 
the practices and the category or 
categories receiving th-: most 
votes. 

Debris basin - 7 accepted, 
sediment and water control basin 
-5, 5, some resistance, accepted ; 
dike - 8 accepted; diversion - 8 
accepted ; grade stabilization 
structure - 4,4, some resistance, 
easily accepted , grasses 
waterway or outlet - 9 accepted , 
sediment control structures - 8 
some resistance; streambank 
protection - 7 accepted , terraces 
cbasin l - 7 accepted. 

Conservation tillage - 16 some 
resistance, conservation crop-

ping systems - 6 accepted; cover 
crops - 7 much resistance; 
critical arl!a planting - 7 some 
resistanc~ , green manure crop -
6 much res~>tance ; pasture and 
hay management - 10 some 
resistance ; permanent veg. 
cover- 6,6 much resistance, some 
resistance; temporary seeding- 9 
some resistance. 

Bright said there are 165,000 
acres of cropland in Des Moines 
county and 36,000 are treated 
adequately for soil erosion. 
"That means there are about 
130,000 acres that need some 
treatment ," said Bright. He 
estimated 54,000 acres of nat or 
gently sloping l:ind could be 
treated with conservation tillage 
or no-tillage to bring it within 
allowable limits. 

"If we go to terraces it would 
take 353 years at our present rate 
to complete terracing of the 
couny," said Bright. 

"On our most prime farm land, 
at the present rate of erosion of 15 
tons per acre per year, there are 
120 years left before it is eroded 
to the subsoil 1t's less for the 
poorer land, because it is :nore 
susceptible to erosion," he 
pointed out. 

" This points for a need for 
something to be done right away. 
It would be easiest if we could get 
farmers to use conservation 
tillage. At2,000 acres a year, in 25 
years all the land would be 
adequately treated." 
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Editor's note : Conservation, 
!minimum> tillage has been 
touted as a new way of farming . 
And to most, it is. But the Idea 
goes back a long way. These 
e1ecerpts from an article written 
in 1943 by Hugh Bennett, Chief of 
the US Soil Conservation Service, 
show how the practice was 
promoted years ago. 

Like fine wine, fast 
automobiles and cussin' words, 
the old moldboard or turning 
plow is something that serves us 
best when used with moderation. 
But it takes a strong man to resist 
the temptation to excess, and an 
experienced man to see the 
wisdom of discriminate use. 

For the past two hundred 
years, more or less, we in the 
United States have been on 

realize that the downhill wash of 
water and topsoil also carries 
away with it the fertilizers and 
natural plant food in the soil that 
crops must have in order to 
thrive. · 

I wouldn' t want to argue for 
complete prohibition of the 
moldboard plow. 

Across the vast expanse of 
America 's cropland, however, 
we are in need of a new type of 
plow. This is not heresay. Is it so 
fantastic to expect that the 
agricultural operation of plowing 
should progress by refinement, 
just as refrigeration , the 
automobile, lighting and the 
airplane have progressed? 
Already many new-type plows 
are in the field to replace the old 
turning plow. More than twenty 

something that might be callecJ a 
moldboard-plow jag. Young and 
healthy, with plenty of land, we 
were able to take it year in and 
year out for a long time, retur­
ning to our farm labors each 
spring with little more than a 
mild hangover. Ultimatelf, 
however, excesses reach a 
climax. There comes a lime 
when the hangover begins to 
resemble an unhappy delirium 
Some twenty years ago we we~t 
out with turning plows on 1 
particularly lavish spree, anO 
awoke to find ourselves in i 
delirium of monstrous dust 
storms and yawning gullies. Tha 
was when we really began 
learn from experience and s 
the handwriting on the wall o 
time. 

were introduced in a recent 
single year. Some are proving 
more satisfactory than others, 
but all have a common aim : to 
break up compacted soil, kill 
weeds , and at the same time 
leave protective crop residues on 
the surface of the land. 

Some of the new plows run 
along a few inches beneath the 
surface of the ground. Others 
have the effect of slicing through. 
And there are all manner of 
variations in between. Farmers 
already are beginning to adopt 
the new system. In some 
localities, where only a few years 
ago 95 percent of the farmers 
burned off their wheat stubble 
every year so as to make it easier 
to plow for the following year's 
crop, nearly all the growe1s are 
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Quicker Way To 
Get In Fields 
If the high soil moisture 

predictions hold true this spring, 
wet fields could put many area 
farmers behind schedule at 
planting time. "This spring may 
be like 1974 and 1975, when it 
wasn't easy to get in and out of 
the field," says Howard Bright, 
district conservationist for the 
USDA Soil Conservation Service. 
"Those wet springs prompted a 
number of farmers to skip 
moldboard plowing of their fields 
- they just disced, or chisel 
plowed, and then planted. And I 
think they found they really 
didn' t need to do all that work 
they had in the past." 

Bright says reduced tillage will 
be important again this year. 

"With conservation tillage, you 
can be in the field planting when 
your neighbor is plowing, 
discing, or harrowing," he says. 
The condition your soil is in, the 
amount of crop residue you have 
to work with, and the type of 
planter you have are important 
points to consider . 

Now I don' t mean to condemn 
the turning plow out of hand. It is 
a handy and serviceable in­
strument. It ought to continue as 
an honorable servant of mankind 
for generations to come, but 
there's a time and place for 
everything. Turning soil upside 
down - which has been one of the 
main functions of this plow - is 
not generally one of the wisest 
steps in agriculture, although 
we've been indulging in it for weU 
over a century. It puts the 
vegetative material, including 
grain stubble, com stalks, grass 
and legwnes, as well as weeds, 
anywhere from six to twelve 
inches underground, and turns 
fresh loose earth to the top. 

When the grass and other 
vegetative litter is lodged a foot 

underground, it can' t protect the 
surface. And fresh, loose soil 
exposed to the sun, wind and rain 
on top of a field is a rank in­
vitation to trouble . The sun bakes 
the life out of the unprotected 
soil, at least temporarily. When it 
is good and dry , tbe wind can 
blow it away. And when any kind 
of rainfall heavier than a drizzle 
hits it, you get soil washing -
sheet erosion and gullies - and an 
aftermath of muddy rivers and 
silt in reservoirs and harbors 
Also, if the land happens to be 
sloping - and about 90 percent of 
the cropland of the United States 
slopes enough to erode readily -
Y04 may get such a rush of water 
and soil downhill that crops go 
along with it. It is only adding 
insult to injury. of course, to 

ow using plows that leave a 
1onsiderable part of the stubble 
Ill the surface. They have 
J.opped burning and are finding 

tat the wheat-stubble litter, or 
raw scattered over the field , 
s a powerful effect, not only in 

t. creasing yields but in 
eventing soil from washing and 
wing. This new system is 

gmetimes referred to as 
·~ubsurface tillage." Some call it 
'1rashy fallow," and many of us 
are hoping that it will eventually 
bt referred to as the " stubble­
mulch" method. The new method 
will not be a cure-all, of course, 
but it is proving to be a most 
efficient tool in an ever in­
creasing nwnber of farming 
areas. 

the results of scientific study and 
by the practical experience of 
farmers, I believe it is becoming 
increasingly evident that the 
passing of the turning plow from 
general use in field cultivation 
would be a boon. Some day it may 
be regarded as a notable event in 
history. 

H. H. Bennett, 1943 

By personal observation, by 

Boy Scouts of 

America Scouting 

Envi ronmental Day 

April 22 

The main point in deciding 
when to plant is to start as soon 
as the soil is fit to plant in. "As 
soon as the soil is warm enough 
and dry enough, you're ready to 
go with no-till, slot planting or ~ill 
planting," says SCS agronom1st 
"Ernie Hintz. "Some farmers 
shred cornstalks or disc lightly 
ahead of planting with these 
systems," he says, "but the idea 
is to plant in the row of last year's 
crop. Discing can destroy the 
warm, dry soil in that crop row, 
and delay planting. 

Over-working the ground 
before planting not only causes 
later planting - it also cover crop 
residues. Those residues are 
valuable in preventing soil 
erosion by wind and water. In 
soybean land in particular, 
residues are easily buried. "This 
land is ideal for a no-till or till 
plant system," the agronomist 
says. 

The soil conservationists say 
that if fertilizer and herbicide 
incorporation are needed, tbey 
recommend shallow chiseling or 
discing. This leaves residue on 
the soil surface and in the top two 
to three inches of soil for erosion 
protection. 



No-jfir Pl~nter 
At K&M Implement 

The Soil Conserva lion office 
has announced the AC n~till 
planter is now at K & M Tractor 
and Implement in Mediapolis. 
Anyone Wtshing to use it should 
contact Denrus Spillnogle 394. 
3434 • 
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Mecllapollt FFA no-till plot 

No-Till Works In -All Weather 
by Sid Ma lt , soli conservationist 

Most farmers in Des Moines 
County will agree as to the dif­
ficulty of planting crops this past 
spring due to the weather . 
However, there is a practical 
solution to this problem, and that • 
is the n~till farming method. 

In traveling through the coun­
ty, I have seen many farmers in 
their fields spending countless 
hours preparing a seedbed, only 
to have another rainfall force 
them back to the fielq to repeat 
the process. This generally leads 
to I ) a cloddy seedbed and 2) 
compaction of the soil structure. 

N~till farming , on the other 
hand, maintains soil tilth, con­
serves soil moisture, and reduces 
soil erosion to nearly zero . 
Because only two trips are 

needed through the field , net 
profit is increased by savings in 
fuel , time, a nd equipment. 

Yields in no-till farming 
compare favorably to con­
ventional methods and in many 
cases, yields are increased . How 
many inches 1>f topsoil , gallons of 
fuel , and tons of fertilizer can we 
afford to waste using con­
ventional tillage methods? 

Virtt:ally any soil type in Des 
Moines County which is now 
conventionally tilled is com­
patible to n~till farming. Many 
area farmers have already found 
success with this method and 
plans are under way to conduct a 
tour this summer featuring n~till 
fields . 

Now is the time to include ~ 
till in your farming future. It 's 
later than you think! 

New corn pushes through 1977 trash 

No-till farming seen 
as wave of the future 

ly SIDMAIS 
Soli Conaervatlonlat 

Most farmers in Des Moines county 
will agree as to the difficulty of plan­
ting crops this past spring due to the 
weather. However, there is a practica1 
solution to this problem, and that is 
the no-till farming method 

Traveling through the county, I've 
s •en many farmers in their fields 
spending countless hours preparing a 
seedbed, only to have another rainfall 
force them back to the field to repeat 
the process . Tilis generall,Y leads to a 
cloddy seedbed and compaction of the 
soil structure . 

o-till farming, on the other hand, 
mamtains soil tilth, con•erves soil 
moisture and reduces soil erosion to 
nearly zero. Because only two trips 

through the field are needed, net profit 
is increased by savings in fuel , t ime 
and equipment. 

Yields in no-till farming compare fa­
vorably to conventional methods and 
in many cases are actually increased. 
How many inches of topsoil, gallons of 
fuel , and tons of fertilizer can we afford 
to waste using conventional tillage 
methods? 

Virtually any soil type in Des 
Moines county which is now conven­
tionally tilled is compatible with this 
method adn plans are underway to 
conduct a tour this summer, featuring 
no-till fields . 

ow is the time to include no-till in 
your farming future . It's later than you 
think! 



PTobably the first time in Des Moines county tor actual no-t ill corn planting , Wiegand sows 40 acres of 
corn with his John Deere Maxi-merge near Oakville . 

Plant 40 Acres By No-till Method 
Innovation has always been 

part of Joe Wiegand's farming 
career, and his latest experiment 
is the " highlight of the whole 
thing". On Wednesday, Apr il 27, 
Wiegand planted 40 acres in corn 
using a no-till method. 

Wiegand now lives in 
Mediapolis, but his son-in .. law 
and family , the Galen Metzgers, 
live on the homestead south of 
Oakville near the Mississippi 
River. 

The 40 acres were all fairly 
flat, according to Wiegand, and 
the no-till method was used 
mainly "to save costs". ln using 
no-till he also conserved fossil 
fuel , saved time and energy, and 
tried out "a new way". 

Last year Wiegand purchased 
a new John Deere Maxi-merge 
planter, using it wi th con­
ventional and minimum tillage 
planting. He discovered it could 
easily be used for no-tillage 
planting, so decided to give it a 
try . Wiegand said, "You can't 
use just any planter." Most 
planters have a fluted colter in 
front , but his new planter does 
not. The John Deere planter has a 
V-shaped opener with wheels 
which continuously gauge the 
depth. " No other ground is 
disturbed," said Wiegand. 

Last year the 40 acres were in 
beans, and Wiegand said the 
" trash" on top wasn't as much as 
it could have been because they 
"weren't full season beans". " I 
think we could have had twice as 

much trash and still got along alJ 
right," said Wiegand. The corn 
planting "went perfectly", he 
reported. 

Wiegand used 1 'h quarts Lasso 
per acre, 1 'h lbs. Atrex per acre , 
and 8-25-<l fertilizer banded with a 
15" pattern for the 30" rows. 

This spring he bulk spread 18-
46-120 fertilizer on the ground. He 
plans to knife in about 100 lbs . per 
acre anhydrous ammonia at a 
later date. 

Using a 118 day Super Crost 
variety, 6800, Wiegand planted at 
the rate of 26,200 plants per acre. 

On hand from the Des Moines 
county soil conservation office 
were Sid Mais and Oren Champ. 
Mais said, " Depending on the 
type of soil, from a soil con­
servation standpoint it is a 
practical alternative." Wiegand 
is planting the 40 acres on a cost­
share basis at $10 an acre from 
the ASCS office. 

Galen Metzger, left , and Joe Wiegand , right, exa mine the results of 
using a no -till plil,nling met hoc! last Wednesday. 
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Form Local Geode 
Rural Water Assoc. 

Southeast Iowa now has a rural 
water association Friday 
evening, April 28, residents of 
Flint River , Tama, Ben~on and 
Fr anklin TownshipS tn D.es 
ioines County, met to orgaruze 

the Geode Rural Water 
Association for business. 

Stemming from an information 
meeting held two weeks ago, 
fifteen volunteers formed a 
steering committee to set the 
plan in operation. Their purpose 
is to develop a water distribution 
system that will provide rural 
users a permanent, safe and high 
quality source of water.-. . 

Jim Kearns of Corrung, IS 
executive director of the Iowa 
Rural water Association, and 
spoke briefly to the group about 
their organization. Kearns an­
swered many questions with 
knowledge based on his years of 
experience in forJ?in.g and 
operating such orgamzatlons. 

"Development of a rural water 
as ociation in southeast IowA. w,U 
nappen as rapidly as the. peopl~ 
are willing to make 1t go, 
Kearns, said " One association, 
started just a year ago 1s now 
funded and ready for con­
struction. " 

Farmers Home Administration 
<FmHAl is the prime source of 
funding for Rural Wale~ A pre­
application to FmHA IS bemg 
prepared by Geode Wonderland 
RC&D Area. The RC&D, along 
with Des Moines County Ex­
tension Service 'has promoted 
and helped guide the Geode 
Water group into existence. 

Kearns pointed out that 
existing rural water projects are 
being mstalJed at an initial hook­
on fee of from 200 to 500 dollars 
and' monthly minimum rates of 
from 12 to 18 dolJars. He urged 
the sponsors to move quickly in 
surveys of potential users and to 
incorporate and hire the needed 
consultants to get the job done. 

The steering committee chose 
to select three directors from 
each township. Named at the 
Friday meeting were: Robert or 
Leona Schmeiser, Don or 
Marguerita Campbell and Bruce 
or Patricia Edwards 
representing Flint River Twp.; 
Robert Reif , Ernest and Marlene 
Gerst for Franklin Twp.; J ohn 
Sandell and Mrs. Wayne Parsons 
for Tama Twp.; and Jackie 
Wistrom from Benton Township. 
The remainder of represen­
tatives to the board will be 
selected before the next board 
meeting, scheduled May 8, at [he 
RC&D office. 

Rural residents of the four 
townships who wish to sign up for 
rural water or are interested m 
volunteering to help in surveys 
are urged to contact the directors 
or the Des Moines County Ex­
tension Service or Geode Won­
derland RC&D as soon as 

possible .New Era 
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USDA makes set-aside . 
program more attractive 

ly 101 SOGARD 
Hawk lye Farm ldltar 

The feed grain and wheat programs 
signup continues in ASCS offices 
across the nation while Washington 
keeps on changing them. 

The staffs in county ASC offices in 
Iowa will be slim Monday and Tuesday 
while managers and clerks meet in Des 
Moines to hear the latest devel­
opments. 

Since last Wednesday, the set-aside 
has taken on a new dimension. Agri­
culture Secretary Bob Bergland an­
nounced that some $600 million to 
$700,000 in subsidies would be paid 
cotton, wheat and feed grain farmers to 
hold an extra 5 million acres out of 
production. 

Approximately 17 million acres of 
set-aside already had been predicted. 
The new features make the program 
more flexible and economically attrac­
tive, according to Donald Jarvis, chair­
man of the Des Moines County ASCS 
committee. He urged farm owners and 
operators to attend one of the informa­
tional meetings being scheduled in the 
coming week. 

Time is getting short in the Com 
Belt, with planting in prospect as soon 
as the land dries sufficiently to allow 
plows, disks and harrows into the 
fields. If farmers are to participate in 
the programs, they may have to make 
significant changes in cropping plans. 

It's possible to idle 10"0 or as much 
as 20% of "normal crop acres" on a 
farm. If the lesser figure is used, the 
farmer wouldn't receive a set-aside 
payment but would be eligible for price 
supports and disaster (or prevented 
planting) paymen~. 

If the second 10% is idled, a land 
diversion payment of 20 cents for each 
bushel of com normally produced 
would be multiplied - not by the set­
aside acres - but by the number of 
acres actually planted. 

The land to be diverted is selected 
by the farmer, meaning that some of 
the marginal land, more easily eroded, 
will be taken out of production. 

Deane Thornton, ASCS executive 
director here, said Des Moines county 
has the highest yield projection in the 
state, 118 bushels per acre. 

Since the payment comes out to 
about .$! per bushel yield, the ground 
that has a yield figure of 118 bpa would 
pay about $118 per acre planted to 
com, if the farmer is signed up for a 
20\'< set -asidP. 

The signup continues through April 
30. 

Howard Bright, dietrict con 
servationist with the Soil Conservation 
Service, said farmers can take advan­
tage of the set-aside program to put in 
conservation structures in the summer. 

"Everyone wants their conservation 
work done in the spring or fall when 
the fields are fallow," Bright said. 
"This places an impossible workload 
on the earth-m'lving contractor and ti­
ler. It's no wonder there are few jobs 
being completed. 

He said diverted acres may be 
seeded down to oats or grass, then 
earth-moving contractors can play 
catchup on all those jobs that have 
been postponed the past couple of 
years. 

Four meetings have been set for Des 
Moines and Louisa county farmel'!! to 
learn the latest developments in the 
feed grain and wheat set-as!de pro­
grams. Deane Thornton, Des Moines 
county ASCS office manager, will join 
his Louisa county associate, Jim Mul­
lahy, at the first one. 

Wadna•day, April S - Oakville 
school house, 7 p.m. 
Thur~day, April 6 - Mediapolis 

high school, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 7- Danville Commu­

nity building, 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, April 10- Yarmouth ftre 

station, 7:30p.m. 

Milton Distelhorst, Rt. 2, a stcte 
ASCS committee member, said such 
projects as building waterways on di­
verted acres are being allowed, if con· 
serving practices are followed, but this 
will be "chopped off' after the signup 
closes. 

Thornton said there's also a demon­
stration program available that en­
courages farmers to use conservation 
tillage. Up to 60 acres of minimum til­
lage will receive an incet ttve payment. 

The Hawk Eyg, Burl ingt on, 4-2-78 

Using this technique, the farmer must 
leave 2,000 pounds of crop debris on 
the surface on slope~ up to 2"", and 
3,000 pounds where the slope is 2"< or 
more. 

The no-till payment is larger O!l 

plots up to 40 acres . 
Distelhorst told a meetin!( here last 

week that diverted acres may be 
plowed in the fall, which means they 
could be seedPd to winter wheat. 

Adding to the confusion of changes 
in the progam, Congress returns from 
spring vacation Monday and a Senate. 
House conference committee will take 
up the emergency farm legislation . 

The conferees will try to compromise 
such diverse plans as the •o-called full 
parity Dole bill that would pay for id­
ling up to half the normal crop acres 
and the $2.3 billion bill of Talmadge, 
Clark et a! that would divert about 31 
million acres in addition to the 10% 
set-aside in the present bill. 

Iowa Sen. Dick C'lark voted against 
the Dole measure on the grounds it was 
slanted toward .co~ton and wheat pro­
ducers, that it would price grain out of 
the export market and that President 
Carter would veto it . He said the Dole 
measure would cost about $5 billion. 

At the meeting here last week, ex­
tension farm management specialist 
Dale Seebach observed that the na­
tion's com stocks are high and, with 
normal yields this year, the 1978 car­
ryover will be even higher. 

The national yield last year was 90.8 
bushels per acre and 70 million acres 
were harvested. The government and 
grain trade specialists see more than 
1.1 billion bushels on hand ne~t Oct. 1. 
Before the crop is planted, yields are 
guessed at '5.8 to 6.3 billion bushels, 
and with the carryover, up to 7.4 bil 
lion bushels could be available. 

Increasing livestock numbers will 
use 3.9 to 4 billion bushels, while hu­
man food, industry and seed producers 
will use 540 million bushels and 1.6 
billion bushels will be exported, See­
bach said. 

This would leave between 1.2 and 
1.4 billion bushels, a heavy carryover 
that would help hold prices at about 
$2.25 per bushel, s figure that is barely 
the break-even point for many farmers. 
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Conservation service 
urges no-till farming 
Bv Soli Conservation Service, 
Burl~on 

Most farmers In Des Moines 
Countv will al(l'ee about the 
dlfflcultv of plantlna crolll this 
past sprllll{ due to the weather. 
However. there is a vractical 
solution to thl.s problem no-tllli 
farmlnl{. 

Travelinl{ throul{b the county, 
spendllll{ countless hours 
preparinj{ a seedbed, only to 
have another rainfall force them 
back to the field to repeat the 
process. This aererally leads to 
1) a cloddy seedbed and 2) 
compaction of the soU structure. 

No-till farmiDI{, on the other 
hand. maintains soli tilth, 
conserves soU moisture, and 
redur"" soil erosion to nearly 

zero. Because only two trllll are 
needed throul{b the field. net 
profit is increased by sa vinas In 
fuel. time. and equipment 

Yields in no-till farminl! 
compare favoravle to con­
ventional methods and in many 
cases. Yields are increased. How 
manv inches of topsoil, !{allons 
of fuel. and tons of fertilizer can 
we afford to waste uslnl! con­
ventional tillaae methods? 

Virtuallv anv soil type in Des 
Moines County which is now 
conventionally tilled is com­
patible to no-till farminl{ . Many 
area farmers have already 
found success witt this method 
and plans are under way to 

conduct a tour thl.s summer 
featurilll{ no-till fields. 

I ~ Editorial I 
Local citizens interested in 

conservation will have new op­
portunities for action under a law 
signed in November by President 
Carter. Although it has not 
received a lot of attention, the 
Soil and Water Resources Con­
servation Act of 1977 may well be 
one of the most significant pieces 
of legislation in the history of the 
natural resource conservation 
movement in the United States. 

The new law calls for a com­
prehensive look at our basic 
natural resources and for better 
programs to protect and imrpove 
them. An important part of the 
law is its emphasis on citizen 
participation in determining the 
future direction of national 
conservation programs that 
affect local communities. 

Under the law, the U 
Department of Agriculture's Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS) will 
appraise the nation's natural 

co resources, develop a five-year 
r- program to guide conservation 
d:, efforts and evaluate the 
J, program's effectiveness each 

year. 
., Many local conservation 
;::1 districts are conducting open 
o meetings and workshops about 
(il' the Resources Conservation Act. 
;a To develop a truly responsive 
~ conservation program, SCS and 

districts must have the par­
.; ticipation of concerned in­
&:! dividuals as well as local 

governments, farm and en­
): vironmental organizations and 
~ other interested groups . 

Soil and V'ater conservation 
programs in this country have a 
long and successful history of 
being locally initiated, locally 
planned and locally managed 
through conservation districts. 

The Soil and Water Resources 
Conservation Act of 1977 
broadens this traditional ap­
proach to include even wider 
public involvement. Because of 
the new law, all citizens now have 
a voice in planning decisions that 
will guide future conservation 
programs - and the future of the 
nation's naturl!l resources. 

A veteran of 30 years of. federal serv­
ice, Oren Chomp, recently received a 
certificate of achievement at a Soil 
Conservation erv­
ice statewide meet­
ing at Des Moines. 
Champ, 68, n na­
tive of Fairfield, 
has been a con­
servation tech ­
nician with the Des 
Moines county 
SCS office for the 
past eight years. 
For 18 years prior 
to coming here, he 
was an engineering Champ 
technician with the area SCS office at 
Fairfield. 

Champ's citation was presented by 
William Brune, SCS state con­
servationist. Brune praised him for his 
"extra effort to the understaffed offices 
of Louisa and Des Moines counties." It 
said Champ handled an extremely 
heavy application workload and yet 
terracing goals were exceeded in both 
counties by the end of fiscal year 1976 
"due to your drive and determination . 
Goals for plans, revisions and invento­
ries and evaluations also were ex­
ceeded." 

Champ plans to retire later this 
year His work includes surveying for 
farm ponds, laying out terraces and 
drainage systems. He lives at Fairfield, 
commuting there weekends and stay­
ing in West Burlington durin~; the 
week. The Hawk Eye 

Burl ington 
6-25-78 
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Champ Receives 
scs Citation 

A veteran of 30 years of federal 
service, Oren Cham_p! recently 
received a cerbflc~ te of 
achievement at a Soli Con­
servation Service statewide 
meeting at Des ~o.ines . Champ, 
58, a native of Fairf1el~, _has be_en 
a conservation (!!chmCJan w~th 
the Des Moines county SCS ofhce 
for the past eight y_ears. For 18 
years prior to corrung here, . he 
was an engineering techmetan 
with the area SCS office at 
Fairfield 

Champ's citation was 
presented by William Brune, SCS 
state conservationist. Brune 

raised him for his "extr~ effort ro the understaffed ofhces of 
Louisa and Des Moines coun· 
ties" It said Champ handled _an 
ext~emely heavy ap~licatlon 
workload and yet terracing goals 
were exceeded in both counties 
by the end of fiscal year 1976 

"due to your drive and deter­
mination. Goals for . plansd 
revisions and inventones an .. 
evaluations also were exceed~ 

Champ plans to retire later s 
His work includes sur· 

~=~~g for farm ponds, layinl! out 
terraces and drainage syste':ns . 
He lives at Fairfield, com~u~g 
there weekends and staytng 10 

West Burlington during the week. 

No App¥aisafs1t:J~ea~d 
For RC & D Measures 

State Conservationist, William 
J . Brune, has determined that the 
preparation and review of en­
vironmental impact statements 
~re not needed for planning and 
Implementation of critical area 
treatment measures in Geode 
Wonderland RC&D Area . 

The RC&D Area covers Des 
Moines, Henry, Lee and Louisa 
Counties. 

In making this decision RC&D 
and Soil Conservation Service 
officials evaluated typical works 
of improvement involved iJY 
critical area treatment. These 
measures included grade 
stabilization structures, tile 
outlet terraces, sediment and 
water control basins, critical 
area plantings, debris basins and 
fencing . 

It was found that these 
measures , typically , disturb 
mmor areas of the environment 
for relatively short time periods. 
Benefits from their construction 
invariably outweigh any non­
preventable , adverse en-

vironmental effects . An en­
vironmental impact appraisal 
has been filed with interested 
federal agency as well as 
publishing 10 the Federal 
Register for public comment. 

Details are available for in­
terested parties at the Soil 
Conservation Service, 639 
Federal Building, 210 Walnut 
Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50309, 
Phone (515) 284-4260. 
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::::.:rank, front, and Mike Black, rear', t•k• ~rlln the "critter r•ceu while other sixth gr•ders ob-

Teach Mini-Courses At Environmental Camp 
Eighty-mne Mediapolis slxth 

graders enjoyed an en­
vironmental camp at Camp 
Golden VaUey near Lockndge 
May 23-26 with the cooperation of 
nineteen parents. The students 
slayed two days and one night by 
home room 

The first group arrived at the 
camp Tuesday morning and 
returned home Wednesday af. 
ternoon. The second group arriv­
ed Wednesday morning and left 
Thursday afternoon. The final 
group arrived on Thursday 
morning and returned home 
Friday. Several hours on Wed­
nesday and Thursday 60 students 
were at carup together 

Each group was mvolved in a 
series of mini-courses that 
provided the students with a 
better understanding and ap­
preciation of nature. One con­
clusion the students developed 
was that man depended on aU 
facets of nature but nature does 
not depend on man Man only 
disturbs or upsets the balance of 
nature. 

A typ1cal day began with 
arriving at camp about mid­
morning and unpacking. A large 
dinner bell would ring to 
assemble the students under the 
shelter house for announcements 
and to start classes until lunch 
After lunch sometime was free to 
try their luck at tetterball, 
volleyball, or cheering their 
favorite critter m a critter race 
The afternoon was spent with 
more classes until 4:30. Until 
supper t.Jme some games were 
played while many prepared 
them~elves for skits to be 
presented later 

After supper tht: student chose 
either to go fishing or exploring 
At sundown a campfire was 
enjoyed by all with refreshments 
and skits galore. Sleep came late 
but morning too early for most. 

After breakfast and cleaning 
up the lodge and sleeping 
quarters the students hunted for 
strange and sca rce objects found 
in nature . Classes again followed 
until noon 

The different mim-classes 
were broken down to groups of 
seven to ten students taught by 
parents or to groups of fifteen 
taught by school personnel or 
special helpers 

Oebb1e Smith, from the Con­
servation Board, taught a class 
on streams . The students sought 
and caught different species 
found in or near streams for 
observation and study 

Mr. Schermer instructed a 
group on tree identification. 

Many parents showed each 
student how to make a willow 
wtUstle. Some students were able 
to play several different notes 
while others only able to blow air. 

Other parents taught classes on 
estimations, insects, web of life , 

'­
Contempllflng the ut of roasting wieners ue, left to right, LIM 
Brown, N11ncy Reynolds, 1nd Slndy Wthlgt . 

seeds, the five senses, and taking 
short hi.kes and looking for dif­
ferent eVJdences of wildlife. 

Several teachers taught 
classes, one o' art uslng only the 
colors found in nature and pond 
life . Pond life was studying and 
checking the oxygen and Ph of 
the pond water. The students also 
used a plankton net to gather 
samples of pond life. 

ln the evening several fathers 
took a group fishing. The fish 
were abundant and so were the 
mosquitos. One evening Tom 
Darbyshtre caught two turUes. 
The turUes were kept for a turUe 
race the followmg day 

While some were fistting the 
other students went explonng 
with Mr. Schermer, the expert 
exolorer Just getting back to the 
lodge was an accomplishment, 
according to Bobby Belsley. They 
all returned hot, tired , wet, and 
dirty after following Mr . 
Schermer up and down the 
country side on some well con­
cealed trails 

Around the ca mpfire each 

class displayed their many 
talents of acting and getting their 
classmates and chaperones in­
volved in jokes. They had drips in 
the outfield, suckers on the 
telephone line, and a nut on the 
wheel. This was one of the moet 
enjoyable parts of camp. 

The sixth graders returned 
home tired, with many stories to 
tell, and ready to go again 

SOUTHEAST CONSTRUCTION 
"Quality Work" 

COMPLETE CONCRETE 
FOR CONFINEMENT 

BUILDINGS 

BASEMENTS-DRIVEWAYS 

CONCRETE FLOORS 

WALKS-PATIOS-BIN PA DS 

PH. 319-394-9115 
MEDIAPOLIS, IOWA 52637 
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southern Iowa. Others include 
Indtan grass, switch grass, and 
litUe bluestem. 

Opbmum growth for these 
native grassell occurs during the 
hot summer months when most 
pastures lool' productivity. In­
cluding \\arm seascm grasses in a 
pasture rotation means optimum 
grazing fot a cow-calf herd from 
spring through fa ll This in­
creases the carrymg capacity of 
pasture land whtch means more 
profit for BC'Ckman and other 
cow-calf operators in Des Moines 
County 

Contact th~ Sot! Conservation 
Servtce lor further deta ils. 

Jra 
~ New Bra, 7-13-78 

Set No-Till Tour 
For Tuesday 

Des Memes County Soil Con­
servation District will sponsor a 
bus tour of no-till plots on 
Tuesda y , July 18. Everyone 
interested should meet at the 
Mediapolis school building at I 
p.m for the bus tour. 
~-~ 

Des Moines County News, Wes t Burlington, 7-20-78 

Theresa Beckman, Sperry. plants big bluestem posture gross . 

Grasses Increase Pasture Capacity 
Ma ny Des Mo mes County 

farms that include a cow-calf 
operalion, have an untapped 
resource right in their own 
backyard Pasture renovation 
ilK'Iuding the establishment of 
warm-season grasses, has great 

potential in this area Theresa 
Beckman of rural Sperry has 
begun her program of pasture 
renovation using big bluestem 

Big bluestem is one of severa i 
va riet ies of warm season 
grasses, which is native to 

Hawk Eye, 7- 12- 7 
A Bt.. TOUR of no-ti ll plots will be 

held by the Des !oines county soil 
conservation district .July 18. Inter­
ested persons should meet at the Me­
diapolis school at I p.m 

' 

Soil district successors to 

be elected in November 
The terms of two Des Moines 

County Soil Conservation District 
Commissioners, Dwight Stucker 
of New London, Pleasant Grove 

· Township and Clyde W. Scherer 
of Rt. I , Burlington, Union 
Township, will expire at noon on 
January ~. 1979. 

Successors will be elected at 
the general election on 
November 7, 1978. 

Any qualified elector residing 
in the soil conservation district, 
which is all o! Des Moines County 
including cities and tonws, is 
eligible for the office of com­
misssioner, except that no more 
than one commissioner may be a 
resident of any one township. 

Incumbent commissioners are 
Ray W. Pilling of Mediapolis, 
Yellow Springs Township, 
Joseph:r . Beckman of Sperry, 
Franklin Township and Rex H. 
Troute of Rt. I , Burlington, 
Concordia Township; therefore, 
res idents of those townships 
would not be eligible for office at 
this time. 

Pro s p e cti ve cand idates 
seeking the office of soil eon­
servation distric t commissioner 
must file nomination petitions in 
the same manner as for other 
elec tive positions at the general 
elecbon, except that no political 
party is designated. 

Nomination peti tions can be 
obta ined from the County 

Audttor. 
These petitions, signed by 25 

elegible electors, must be diled 
with the County AudJtor at the 
Des Moines County Courthouse 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on Sep­
tember 13, 1978. 

Individuals elected in 
November 1978 will serve a term 
of six years commencmg 
January 2, 1979. Soil con­
servation district commissioners 

serve without sa lray and guide 
the overall and water con­
serva tion program in the county. 

For further information per· 
tn in.ing to the responsibilities of a 
commissioner, contac t the Des 
Moines County Soil Conservation 
Dis tric t Office , Ro 230 Federal 
Building, Burlington. Telephone 
754-8983. 

grass for 
cow-calf operations 
By Soil ConservatiOn Service 

Ma ny Des Moi nes County 
farms that include a cow-calf 
operation, have an untapped 
resource right in thet r own 
backyard Pasture renovation, 

includmg the establishmenl n! 
warm-season grasses. has great 
potenttal tn this area 

Theresa Beckman of rural 
Sperry has begun her program 
of pasture renovatton ustng btg 
bluestem 

Big bluestem is one of several 
varieties of warm season 
grasses, which is naltvP to 
southern Iowa Others tncludc 
indtan grass, ~witch grass . and 
li ttle bluestem 

Optimum growth for these 
nattve grasses occurs during the 
hot summer months when m11111 
pas tures lose productivtl) 
Including warm season gra 
tn a pasture rotation mea 
optimum grazmg for a cow· If 
herd from spnng through fall 

Thts tncreases the carrytng 
capacity of your pas ture land 
whtch means more profit for 
Theresa and other cow-calf 
operators tn Des Memes Counl) 

Contact the Soil Conservation 
Servtce for further details 

:;;r.-



DES MOINES COUNTY NEWS, WEST BURLINGTON, July 27, 1978 

On Tuesday, July 18, 24 Des Moines county 
residents loured six of the no-till corn fields In Des 
Moines county. The lour was sponsored by the Des 
Moines County Soil Conservation Board. 

The six no-till plots belonged to a Future Farmers 
of America group in Mediapolis, Roger Cling, Doug 
Cling (pictured to the left,, John Wagenbach (picture 
in ce!'ller of the ab<lve photo). Horace Sutton, and Jim 
Howell. 

Of the six lest plots, Howell expressed the most 
negative attitude towards no-till. He stated, "The 
money I save in labor and fuel goes toward greater 
use of chemicals. If it weren't for soil conservation, I 
wouldn'T go no-till." 

All other test !llols showed some savings using no­
till according lu figures released. The future farmer's 
test plot's average cost per acre was $23.10 using no­
till and an estimated cost of S34 per acre using con­
ventional farming methods. 

All but one of the fumers used specl1l no-1111 
planters. The future f1rmen group , Sutton, and 
Howell used an AC No-Till planter Roger Cling used a 
Buffalo Till. Doug Cling used both a Buffalo Till and 
the AC No-Till planer. John Wagenbach used a 
convention• I John Deere pl1nter. 
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Education Agency No. 16 Board Statement of Candidacy must be County Soil Conservation District must file nommahon pehhons m 
of Directors, to serve a 3 year filed at least ten days prior to the Commissioners, Dwight Stucker the same f!lanner as for other 
term, are to be filled in keeping date of the Director District of New London Pleasant Grove elected po51hons at the general 
with Chapter ?73 of the Code of Convention with the A.E .A. Township and Clyde W. Scherer electio.n, except that no P?liti~l 
Iowa in the operation and func- Administrator or Secretary to the of Route 1 Burlington, Union par.~ ts destgnated. ~ommabon 
lion of Area Education Agency Board. Nominations for positions Township, will expire at noon on petitiOns can ~ obtamed from 
No. 16. of Director District No. I and No. January 2, 1979. Successors will the County Auditor. 

The terms of Director Joseph 2 may be made by school board be elected at the general election These petitions, signed by 25 
Mauck of District No. I and members from community on November 7, 1978. eligible electors, must be filed 
Director Kenneth Aspelmeier of districts. with the County Auditor at the 
District No. 2 will be expiring Director District Convention Any qualified elector residing Des Moines County Courthouse 
October 2, 1978 Mr Mauck and No. 1 will be held in Mt. Pleasant , in the soil conservation district, no later than 5:00 p.m on Sep­
Mr. Aspelmeier have served in Tuesday, September 19, 1978, at which is all of Des Moines County tember 13, 1978. 
this capacity since October, 1974. 8:00p.m., at 801 East Henry, Mt. including cities and towns, is 

The selection process of Pleasant. eligible for the office of com- Individuals elected in 
Directors of the A.E .A. No. 16 Director District Convention missioner, except that no more 
Board is through Director No. 2 will be held in Mediapolis, than one commissioner may be a 
District Conventions whereby Thursday, September 21 , 1978, at resident of any one township. 
Boards of Education of local 8:00 p.m., at the High School Incumbent commissioners are 
schools in each Director District Building. Ray W. Pilling of Mediapolis, 
castaballotonaproratabasisto Members of the Board of Yellow Spring Township, Joseph 
select a person to serve as Directors for AE.A. No. 16 must T. Beckman of Sperry, Franklin 
Director of A.E .A. No. 16 Board. be residents and electors of the Township and Rex H. Troute of 

November 1978 will serve a term 
of six years commencing 
January 2, 1979. Soil conservation 
district commissioners serve 
without salary and guide the 
overall soil and water con­
servation program in the county. 
For further information per­
taining to the responsibilities of a 
commissioner, contact the Des 
Moines County Soil Conservation 
District office, Room 230 Federal 
Building, Burlington. Telephone 
754·8983. 

Materials for filing a Director Districts. They may be Route 1 Burlington, Concordia 
Statement of Candidacy are members of local Boards of Township; therefore, residents of 
available at Area Education Directors, but may not be em- these townships would not be 
Agency No. 16 administrative ployees of local school districts or eligible for office at this time. 
office - 305 Avenue• F - Fort members of merged Area Boards Prospective candidates 
~IAni<on . Ia ., or at the office of of Directors seeking the office of soil con-

~iasire tireelfng 
On Conservation 

During the last two months, the 
Soil Conservation Service has 
been attempting to determine the 
public feelings on major 
p~oblems in conservation. 
Through a series of meetings the 
SCS office has had citizens 
complete questionnaires to 
determine what their views are 
in specific areas. 

The reason behind the survey is 
the Resource Conservation Act, a 
federal act administered by the 
SCS office. The information 
obtained by local SCS offices will 
be "passed on to the State and 
then on to Washington", said 
district soil conservationist 
Howard Bright. The information 
will be used to "change con­
servation programs to fit the 
needs", he said. 

Items of concern were rated by 
the percentage who felt it was "a 
major concern". Results in Des 
Moines county were as follows . 

Food and fiber production - 81 
percent 

Land use - 77 percent 
Flooding - 33 percent 
Wetlands - 39 percent 
Prime, unique , important 

farmland - 79 percent 
Water management - 40 per-

cent 
Water supply - 81 percent 
Soil erosion - 89 percent 
Mining - 22 percent 
Land disposal of organic waste 

- 40 percent 
Recreation - 25 percent 
Wildlife habitat - 42 percent 
Fish habttat - 44 percent 
Forestry - 45 percent 
Water quality - 81 percent 
Air quality - 42 percent 
Rural development - 49 percent 
Environmental - 56 percent 
Socio-political concerns - 73 
percent 
Drainage - 34 percent 

Resourcese'act demands 
input from ag interests 

Complainta about operation of fed­
eral soil and water conservation pro­
grams are common, but farmers and 
other taxpayers apparently feel it does 
no good to air their gripes and sugges­
tions. 

Each county, or soil conservation 
district, is holding public meetings. 
The Des Moines count)' session will be 
at 7:30 p .m. Tht;..'Bday in the Machin­
ista building, east of Middletown on 
US34. 

Howard Bright, district con­
servationist, said Congress felt other­
wise when it passed the Resources 
Conservation Act. 

"The new law requires that the 
people who administer the law listen to 
tqe public," Bright said. "Iowa re­
quires public hearings as ita land use 
policy is being developed . This is doing 
the same sort of thing on the federal 
level." 

The Resourres Conservation Act will 
be explained. It calls for a com­
prehensive Joolc;. at the nation's basic 
natur11l resources and for better pro­
grams to protect them. Bright said the 
emphasis is to start from local dis­
tricta, with full citizen participation, 
in developing a five year program. 

"Everybody has estake in these pro­
grams and everybody is welcome to 
share their ideas," Bright said. 
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Pub•; eeting On 
Natural Resources 

A public meeting concerning 
the new Resources Conservation 
Act will be held Thursday, 
August 10, at 7:30 p.m. in the I 
Machinist Union Building, High­
way 34, near Middletown, an­
nounced Howard Bright of the 
Sot! Conservation Committee. I 

The meeting will be to explain 
the conservation act, and to seek 
opinions on resource problems. 

The new Jaw calls for a com­
prehensive look at basic natural 
resources and for better 
programs to protect and improve 
them. It has an emphasis on 
citizen participation in deter­
mining the future direction of 
national conservation programs 
that affect local communities. 

Under the Jaw, the US. 
Department of Agriculture's Soil 
Conservation Service will ap­
praise the nation's natural 
resources , develop a five-year 
program to guide conservation 
efforts and evaluate the 
program 's effectiveness each 
year. 

The Soil and Water Resources 
Conservation Act of 1977 
broadens this traditional ap­
proach to include even wider 
public involvement. Because of 
the new Jaw, aU citizens now have 
a voice in planning decisions that 
will guide future conservation 
programs - and the future of the 
nation's natural resources. 
~ 
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Choose District 
SCD Farm Winner 

The Des Moines County Soil 
Conserva lion District has picked 
a district winner for the annual 
Iowa Conservation Awards 
program The winner this year is 
the Maggie M. Hully farm 
opera ted by Evan Parrott of 
Jan iUe. 

Bill Parrott stated, "There was 
too much sheet erosion. We didn't 
want the soil to go down the 
creek." The Parrotts have in­
stalled more than 9,000 feet of tile 
outlet terraces on the Hully farm 
thiS past spring. 

Parrott added, "We're not 
through yet; more terraces and 
minimum tillage are needed as 
part of a total system to control 
sheet erosion." The Parrotts got 
technical and financial 
assistance through ASCS and the 
Soil Conservation District. 
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Sutton's outdoor classroom 
This corn was planted in the Horace Sutton demonstration f1eld along US 61 

four miles north of Burlington June 10. directly 1nto alfalfa sod. The stand vanes. 

but t~e average of the 40 acres looks like a good crop could be harvested The field 
was one of five no-1111 fields VISited last week by about 30 persons on a tour 
conducted by the Soil Conservation Serv1ce 

G roup tours six no-till cornfields 
no-till will go," he stated. "Some farm­
ers up by Mt Pleasant are going all­
out, but I think it's better to try a little 
bit at a time because it requires a 
higher degree of management." 

ly 101 SOOAIID 
Hawk lye farm ldltar 

More than 300 acres of Des Moines 
county farmland , ranging from light 
timber soils to level high-quality land 
to Miaeiaeippi river bottomlands are 
being devoted to no-tillage com plan­
tings. 

Some are "farming in the trash" ex­
perimentally but others are working 
toward eliminating the moldboard 
plow, caltivator, harrow, disk and con­
ventional planter 

A group of 25 persons toured six no­
till fields this month, traveling in a 
Mediapolis Community school bus 
with vo ag instructor Jim Howell as 
driver and Sid Mais of the Soil Con-
servation Service office as tour con­
ductor. 

Howell said the practice on his farm 
southwest of Mediapolis and FFA plot 
near the school demonstrate to him 
that no-till is a great conservation 
practice. However, he feels the savings 
in fuel and machine operation costs are 
offset by increased costs when more 
chemicals are used. 

Roger Cling was more optimistic. He 
said he's looking for a no-till planter of 
his own He has used Buffalo Till and 
AC No-till plant~rs and hasn't decided 
yet which is best He planted 120 acres 
in no-till com in late May. Last year, 
he had 110 acres. 

"We feel it's worth our efforts," he 
said . " I was on a conservation tillage 
panel last winter and one of the guys 

on the panel said he had etght percent 
organic matter after eight or nine years 
of continuous com with no-till." 

Cling, known as an innovator in 
swine raising as well as crop growing, 
has used chisel plowing on much of his 
land to help reduce erosion on his light, 
timber soils . 

His son, Doug, has a farm in the 
orthfield vicinity. He has two fields, 

35 acres and 45 acres, in no-till plan­
ting. The com is doing well, observers 
agreed. 

"It used to be that I used the 110· 
horsepower tractor for field work and 
my little one for chores like pulling 
wagons and grinding feed," he said 
"But this year, the little one was used 
in the field and the other one sat near 
the gate most of the time," he told the 
tour group. 

"It doesn't take much power to plant 
no-till," he added. 

No-till planters, unlike the heavy 
plow, can be pulled through sod, soy­
bean or co:nfields littered with last 
year's crop debris with ease 

There was about 120 pounds of nitro­
gen on the fields and he used 500 
pound• of 3-10-30 plowdown fertilizer 
per acre. That's three pounds of nitro­
gen. 10 pounds of phosphate and 30 
pounds of potash In one field, he said 
he used side dre•sin~ to bring the nitro­
gen up to 180-200 pounds per acre. 

Jc•hn Wagenbach joined the no-till 
part >ants on impulse. He farms in 
the 1> toms ea•t of Iowa 99 and about 

eight miles north of Burlington. 
He had a 50-acre field he wanted to 

plant, but it was too wet to work the 
soil on May 26. 

"I called Deane Thornton (ASCS 
county executive director) and he said 
to go ahead," Wogenbach said. The 
ASC can offer payments for no-till 
plantin~ through the SCS on a cue­
time basis. 

Wagenbach used a lighter tractor 
and a John Deere Max-Emerg planter 
and planted on May 27 in com stubble. 
"In spite of the ruts and wet spots, I 
got a good stand," he said. 

The cost of no-till planting was 
$39.80 per acre, Wagenbach figured, as 
compar•d with $48.90 for conventional 
planting. These figures didn't include 
fertilizer , seed or operational costs that 
would be about the same for either sys· 
tern 

An interesting expertment is being 
conducted by Horace Sutton on two 
fields totllling 40 arres, along US 61 
about four miles north of Burlington. 
TheRe were planted in alfalfa sod June 
9 and 10. Sutton's hired man put on 
150 pounds of nitrogen, 50 pounds of 
phoephate and 70 of votash, in addi­
tion to the customary chemicals. 

One field lags but the south section 
has com surprisingly far along for such 
a late planting date. 

Mais said he hopes to have a tour 
later in the year to check on yields in 
the fields visited on July 18. 

"lf we can get them to try it, I think 

Mais said that phosphates can 't be 
applied with Paraquat because that 
plant food and the desiccant (drying 
agent) reduce each other's effective­
ness . Liquid nitrogen fertilizer, how 
ever, can be applied with Paraquat 
which is used in conjunction with her­
bicides in planting no-till. 

"We are at the stage where "'e know 
that no-till will work, but we have to 
work carefully in application - boom 
height, nozzle setting, pressure, speed 
etc.," Mais added. The technique 
saves not only soil but also conserves 
moisture, a benefit that would have 
been more obvious last year than this 
moist season 

And, of course, thue may be only 
two trip• across the field prior to har­
vest while with conventional seedbed 
preparation and planting, five trips is 
typical. The energy savings ar• ob­
vious. 



By 808 SOGARD 
America the Beautiful is developing 

scars. 
Her uamber waves of grain" are 

growing in ever thinner soils, suffering 
from sheet or wind erosion. 

A lot of!owa's prime farm land con· 
tinues to erode, silting strPams and 
eroding gull~ys. Some of Des Moines 
county soil types are expected to be 
depleted in 20 or 30 years at the pre­
sent rate . 

The "purple mountain majesties" 
are less majestic, as coal and copper 
are ripped out of their flanks . The gap­
mg hole~ are being refilled only 
grudgingly as state and federal edicts 
require renovation . 

The "easy oil" is gone. The rigs are 
bigger, they drill deeper and the drill­
ing towers in tl,. ocean le1·k. d pile 
safety measures. The supertankers 
split in high seas, or dump the dregs of 
their cargoes . 

The air is losing its clarity. The wa­
ter table is falling in many places; 
sometimes the ground over the heavily 
mined wells is depressed. Nitrates 
from fertilizer and sewage pollute farm 
wells . 

Most people recognize that resources 
are limited, that conservation of Amer­
ica's soil, water and energy is neces­
sary . ow the government is trying to 
find out what are their major concerns 
The Resources Conservation Act of 
1977 directs the secretary of agricul­
ture to do four things: 

1. Continuously appraise soil and 
water related resources. 

2. Develop and periodically update a 
national program for effective and or­
derly development of those resources. 

3. Report to Congress on the progress 
and effectiveness of the program. 

4. Include broad public involvement 
in carrying out the law. 

Agriculture secretary Bob Bergland 
assigned leadership for these activities 
to the oil Conservation Service. 

Sue Baldwin, environmental educa­
tion teacher anp an assistant soil dis­
trict commissioner, explained the 
measure at a public meeting held by 
the SCS Aug. 10. She said the measure 
18 a companion to the Resources Plan­
ning Art of 1974, which was admini• 
tered by the Forestry Service. 

"The two laws give the secretary au­
thority to make a total assessment of 
the nation's basic natural resources 
and act to protect and improve them," 
she said. 

In connection with the fourth mat­
ter, C county offices nationwide are 
seeking public opinion on the condi­
tion of local resources and on what 
needs to be done. The Des Moines 
county office sent out about 350 flyers 
to community leaders, recreation in­
terests, service club officers, govern­
ment officials, etc. The leaflets in­
corporated questions also made to a 
public meeting held Aug. 10. 

Approximately 35 persons attended 
the session at Geode Wonderland 
RC&D office and filled out survev 
beets that mcluded the questions i~ 

-~"")""""~' 

These are the percentages of re-
spondents who have major concerns: 

• al enMiL>n. R9' 
• Land'• ability to produce food. 81 
• Futun' water uppli~. 81 
• Quality ol water tn the future , 81 . 
• l..ht.•• of prime farmland to other arnvenible 

u e11, 79' 
• How land is uo;ed (which purpof'M) , 77 • 
• Concern about our government 's abihty to 

dt>Al with (lh~e) re oun:e problems, 73,.. 
• Dama~e to our natural environment. 561 

• Maintaming and improVIng rural area111, 49,. . 
• Ou t from wind ero~ion , 46M 
• Futur~ offorec,ts on priutt land , -'5" 
• Concern about ha\;ng ~habitat for fi"h in 

the future, 44 
• Aar quality, 42 1 

• Habitat for wildlift m the future, 42 , 
• !\-1anaKing water, as for irrigation and drain· 

lg •. 40 
• Oi pollll of aewajle on land. 40 
• DPgradimt and I of wetland", 39' . 
• Drama~t. 3-1~' 
• Flood in!{. 3.1~",. 
• Enoutch nnut1on facilitiet~ m tht future 

2fi' 

• I:. lie t of mmmtr tl"le land :.!~ 

The first appraisal report will in­
clude information on quality and 
quantity of soil, water and related re· 
sources, including fish and wildlife 
habitat; capability of the resources for 
meeting current and projected needs 
and changes occurring because of such 
influences - as farming techniques 
and practices 

The report will be completed and the 
first national ~oil and water con­
servation program will be developed by 
Dec. 31, 1979; it will be updated every 
five years thereafter and serve as a 
guide to future USbA conservation ef­
forts. 

Dean Pettit, Fairfield, conservancy 
district coordinator, told of Public Law 
208 water quality planning in Iowa. 

The present program, he said, uses 
existing agencies and stresses the vol­
untary approach. It emphasizes local 
control and the logic of addre•sing 
worst problems first. 

"Control measures that reduce 
yields or income must be implemented 
with care," is the way the policy reads 
This assumes that pesticides are essen­
tial in raising a crop. He said water­
shed standards and field level stand· 
ards are needed 

scarred, eroded 
Iowa, he pointed out, is divided into 

737 watershed or hydrologic units. In­
terim standards are to eliminate 40% 
of the sediment load and obtain an 
80'1 reduction of excess soil loss over 
permissable limits. 

In the case of a five-ton-per-acre per­
missable annual soil loss, a typical 
limit in this county, and where 15 tons 
is the actual loss, the interim goal 
would be to cut the loss by eight tons. 

cost-sharing match will "probably" 
go higher than the current 50<"r author­
ization, Pettit added. He pointed out 
that a long-term project, for instance, 
$100,000 for terraces over a 10-year pe­
riod, would cost a farmer $5,000 per 
year, a "pretty stiff' price. 

Projects that federal funds won't pay 
for, he said , are drainage, flood pro­
tection and making of more cropland. 

Pettit said the (Sen. John) Culver 
Amendment has been passed, calling 
for $200 million in federal matching 
funds for conservation projects in fiscal 
1979 and $400 million for FY 1980, but 
1t didn't pass Congress in time to be 
included in the fiscal year 1979 budget. 

If it ' • appropriated, the 

TOur a-37bo Acres 
Of No-Ti ll Plots 

A group of 25 persons recently 
toured six no-till cornfields 
located on more than 300 acres 
of Des Moines County farmland 
with Sid Mais of the Soil Con­
servation Service acting as tour 
guide. 

The land used for the ex­
periments ranges from li~ht 
timber soils to high quahty 
Mississippi River Bot­
tomlands. The farmers are 
working toward eliminating the 
moldboard plow, cultivator, 
harrow, disk , and conventional 
pla nter. 

Area farmers practicing the 
no-till method include Jim 
Howell, vo-ag instructor at 
Mediapolis schools, Roger and 
Doug Cling, Joll!l Wagenbach, 
and Horace Sutton. 

Howell stated that while he has 
discovered a savings in fuel and. 
machine operation costs, this has 
been offset by increased costs in 
a heavier use of chemicals. 

The Clings have both been very 
satisfied with the nD-tilllands. " It 
doesn' t take much power to plant 
no-till ," cited Doug . These 
planters can be pulled through 
sod soybeans or cornfields lit­
ter~d with the previous year's 
debris with much more ease than 
the heavier plows. 

Wagenbach impulsively used 
this method on a field that was 
too wet to work on May 26. Using 
a lighter tractor and a John 
Deere Max-Emerg planter, he 
started planting the next day in 
corn stubble. " In spite of the ruts 
and wet spots, I got a good 
stand," he said 

Sutton didn't get his corn 
planted in the nD-till fields until 

June. Located along H1ghway 61, 
the two tracts total 40 acres, and 
he said that the south section has 
corn surprisingly far along for 
such a late planting date . 

Mais thinks that farmers will 
be sold on nD-till plots if they can 
be tempted to try the method . 
"We are at the stage where we 
know that no-till will work , but 
we have to work carefully in 
application- boom height, nozzle 
setting, pressure, speed, etc.," he 
added. 

The technique saves in energy 
because as few as two trips 
across the fields are required 
before harvest, and soil and 
moisture are conserved, which 
could mean a good edge in a dry 
season. 
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OTIUMWA- Duane Brinegar, Ot· 
tumwa farmer, began conAervation til­
lage to save time. After using a Buffalo 
Till planter for two yeaT!I, he noted 
that he conserved soil and water as 
well as saving time. 

soil is worked le88 and the stalks keep 
the ground covered," he !'laid. 

He spreads 100 pounds of dry nitro­
gen on com ground before planting. 
During planting he u~ea 50 pounds of 
liquid nitrogen mixed with two quarts 
of La!!~so and two pounds of atrazine for 
w••d control, 200 pounds of 8-32-16 
starter fertilizer and insecticide. 

~ere of com up to harvest time. This 
mcludes spreading fertiJizer, planting 
and cultivating. Soybeans take more 
fuel because he disks. 

to build tile outlet te 
hiJ land. rraces on part of 

"The first tile outlet 
here were built five t~rraces around 
he said. or SJX years ago," 

No-till farmer Brinegar URes no tillage on com (' 
cept the planter. He disks twice before 
planting soybeans to control weeds. 
The only ground he plows is brome­
gra"" sod. 

Brinegar bought his fiT3t Buffalo Till 
planter in 1969. His is a rigid style 
planter, but he would like to get a 
newer model which allows each row to 
flex separately. is saving soil, 

water and time A sweep on the front of the planter 
shears two inches off the top layer of 
ground and moves it aside. Trash is 
moved to the center to make ,a clean 
area for the seed. The seed is then 
dropped in the ground and a narrow 
rubber wheel presses the seed into firm 
soil before it is covered with loose soil. 

He usually gets about 95% weed con· 
trol on corn, but he still likes to culti­
vate if he can. This year he didn 't have 
time to <'ultivate. 

He also likes the slot shoes in the 
new models. Instead of rolling the sod 
to the center, which causes problems 
when cultivating, hf' said, the only 
ground disturbed with the slot shoes is 
a narrow area where the seed goes. 
Herbicides are used to kill the sod 

For weed control in soybeans, he ap. 
plies two quarts of LaR~o and 1 4 

pounds or L.orox and cultivates at least 

"TherP till less tn"Mi•m because the 

After acquiring his Buffalo Till 
ter and becoming more 
-10iland water COII8elvat:ion. 

Conservation Tillage 
Cuts Soi I, Water Loss 

Conservation tillage reduces 
the Joss of soil or water compared 
to unridged, clean tillage. ac· 
cording to Min Amemiya, ex· 
tension agronomist at Iowa State 
University. 

Effectiveness of conservation 
tillage systems depends on the 
amount and distrabution of crop 
residues, surface roughness and 
surface soil configuration, he 
said Such conditions are 
enhanced by less moldboard 
plowing and unnecessary 
secondary tillage prior to 
planting 

The adoption of conservation 
tillage · makes it possible for 
farmers to have errtcient and 
pro£itable crop production, to 
conserve soil and water 
resources , and to improve en­
vironmental quality, Amemiya 
said. 

Q)nservation tillage can lower 
crop production costs by 
reducing time, labor, and 
machine and fuel requirements , 
although some or these reduc· 
tions may be partially offset by 
increased costs for pest control 

Crop yields usually are com· 
parable to those from con· 
ventional tillage systems, 
Amemiya said, but conservation 
tillage requires more 
management. As with con· 
ventional tillage. good stands, 
effective pest control and 
adequate soil fertility are 
necessary for maximum yields, 
be added. 

Conservation tillage is adapted 
to a broad of soils and 

"It be the 
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most effective and least costly 
means of reducing soil erosion," 
Amemiya said. He also noted 
that by controlling erosion, 
conservation tillage can con­
tribute to the maintenance or 
improvement or water quality 

The specialist noted that Iowa 
is involved in a national program 
to maintain and Improve the 
integrity of water Surface runoff 
from agricultural land carries 
pollutants into Iowa's waters, he 
explained. 

Po11utants occur as se<bment 
caused by soil erosion, plant 
nutrients, agricultural chemicals 
and organic matter. Of these, the 
major pollutant is sed1ment 
eroded from land and tran­
sported to sti-eams and lakes by 
runoff waters. Thus, sediment 
control through soi l erosion 
control measures can prevent or 
reduce' the generation or 
sediment and related pollutants 

Conservation tillage systems 
control erosion on level to gently 
slopmg land, which makes up 
more than half the land m Iowa 

" Thts does not imply that 
terraces and erosion control 
measures sllould not be ut ed, 
Amemiya said " But in many 
instances , adoption of such 
practices is costly or short-run 
economic return is low." 

On sloping land, soil and water 
losses can be reduced by 
providing a mulch . or plant 
residues or a rough SOil surface. 
If fall tillage is necessary. 
Amemiya says a chisel plow can 
be used on the contour or across 
the slope. A once-<>ver system 
such as a till planter or a slot 
planter may prove promising on 
sloping land, he added 

On level to nearly levelland on 
the uplands , operat!ons that 
provide surf~ce residue and 
cloddy overwmtering _surfaces 
promote surface dry1n_g an~ 
protect against wand eros.1on B~ 
reducing the number of traps , soli 
compaction and soil crusting 
potential are mmimized !hese 
soils are often slow to dry em the 
spring, Ame_miya said, so some 
fall tillage wtth a chi~el plow and 
till planting are des1rable. 

"The better draaned the sol~: 
the less tillage need~d, 
Amemiya said .. Crop restdue 
reduces evaporalton of soil water 
on sa~dy soils, :-vhich makes ~~~ 

vantageous, he added 
Using the proper tillage 

equipment at the right time or 
year and on certain soil con­
ditions can also help soil and 
water conservation, Amemiya 
said 

Chisel plowing in the ran is 
preferred over spring plowing. 
But using a field cultivator in the 
spring may not always produce 
desired resulls. Disking or strip 
tillage may be needed to firm the 
soil and provide a good seedbed 
to obtain stands comparable to 
conventional tillage. 

Fall disking leaves less residue 
than chisel plowmg and may 
result in more wind erosion over 
the winter months. Diskmg in the 
spring 1s well adapted to late 
!;prings when weather or soli 
conditions do not allow for all or 
early spring Ullage 

Till planting provides good 
stands except on poorly drained, 
heavy textured soils, when 
planting on top of ridges is more 
successful Ridges should be 
made across the '\lope for best 
erosion control 

Weed control problems are 
most severe with slot planting, 
especially on sod, Amemiya said. 
"It is essential to provide suf. 
Cicient weight for the cou1ter to 
penetrate the undisturbed soil 
F1rmnesc; of soil with continuous 
slot planting decreases water 
infiltration, but produces the best 
erosion control," Amemiya said. 

Amemiya suggests that Iowa 
farmers adopt some form or 
conservation tillage as part of 
their crop production program 
" Increased use of conservation 
tillage will go a long way in 
solving lowa·s erosion and water 
quality problems,"' he said 

Pig Roast To 
Follow No-Till Tour 

Des Moines Co. 
Fall No-Till Tour 

A faU tour of Des Moines 
county n~till corn plots and a 
free pig roast will be held next 
Thursday afternoon. 

A fall no-till corn plot tour 
has tentatively been 
scheduled for Thursday, 
September 21 . While It Is still 
In the planning stagt:s, 
organiLers are hoping to add 
some new dimensions In 
eluding a pig roast . yittld 
checks, and varlo;n 
technical presentations 
Mark your calendar now and 
plan to attend 

The no-till Lour begins al 1 p.m. 
•t the Medi2polis high school 
parking lot. Plots included on the 
tour are farmed by FFA, Horace 
Sutton, Roger Kroll, County 
Conservation plot at Franklin 
Township Lakesite, and Doug 
Cling. 

Sponsored by the Des Moines 
County Soil Conservation 
District, there will be a free pig 
roast foUowing the no-till tour 

No-tillage tour 
A free pig ro t .11 no-tillage tour as ':"~ . conclude a faJI 

0.. M . ' prmc•pally of north 
..I- omes county cornfieJas Th 
u.~~y afternoon. • urs. 

di;;!~i:o~ begins at I p:m. at the Me­
. I •gh school parking lot PI Uo 
~-c u~d are an FFA field in M~ia~. 
&~ ;ace Sutton's demonstration 
ro..,;shi ger Kroll place, Franklin 
farm P lakes•te, and the Doug Cli 

' where the pig roast will be hel~.g 



Ralph Dewey, left, co-Ordinator of the Geode Wonderland RC & D, 
and Howard Bright , right , district soli conservationist, hold • 
conversation at the pig roast last Thursday at the Doug Cling farm, 
rural Mediapolis. The pig roast followed the no-till tour sponsored by 
the Des Moines county Soil Conservation District. 

Doug Cling's no-till plot was Included on the no-till tour last Thur 
sday, and although it suffered some wind damage the prospects wer~ 
good for this year . The no-till tour was the largest ever with 50-60 
people attending . ' 

Conservation schizophrenia 
frustrates soil experts 
Tlnrd tn a series 
By JAMES RISSER 
11M RN11 ..... 1 We$Nn9tWI 8urHU Chief 

WASHINGTON, D.C- Five years 
· ago, with wheat prices soari~g 

because of massive U. S gram 
exports , absentee landowners in 
southeastern Colorado plowed up 
pastures and began growing wheat. 

After tbree years of good crops and 
profits, wheat prices fell and the 
owners dropped crop production. In 
some cases they simply abandoned 
the land without taking any conserva· 
lion measures. 

Then last year, with dry conditions, 
the dreaded plains winds removed 
tons of topsoil from the land. "This 
whole country's about a foot closer to 
sea level now," said one exasperated 
farmer. 

During the same period, farther 
east in the Com Belt states, land that 
bad long been held out of grain pro­
duction was planted with com and 
soybeans. Because much of the new 
acreage Is billy and fragile, water 
erosion 10creased tremendously, 
draining millions of tons of topsoil 
tnto rivers, reservoirs, and even out 
to sea. 

This year, with low crop prices 
inducing the federal government to 
take some land out of production 
through a set-aside program, soil con· 
servationlsts hoped for some rellef 
for the overworked and abused land. 
No Relief 

But regulations adopted by the 
Agricultural Stabilization and Conser-

vation Service (ASCS) to Implement 
the set-aside program encouraged 
some farmers to plow land that they 
had kept in grass under federal con­
servation programs. 

Despite protests from conserva­
tionists, the ASCS refused to let 
farmers count their protected grass· 
lands as "normal crop acreage," and 
the effect was to give them govern· 
ment price-support protection on 
fewer acres of their farm . 

Many farmers , especially those 
enrolled in the Great Plams Conser­
vation Program, responded by 
plowing and planting the land that the 
government previously had paid them 
to keep idle. 

"The guy who was a conservation 
farmer, and did what society wanted 
him to do, got penalized," said James 
B. Newman of the U. S. Soil Conserva· 
tion Service. 

These incidents Illustrate the scbiz· 
opbrenia that surrounds government 
crop production• and soil conservation 
objectives. They are one reason soil 
conservation experts are so frustrat· 
ed today. 

"Pendulum Policies" 
"The pendulum policies of the U. S. 

Department of Agriculture," said 
Lyle Bauer of Harper, Kan., pres1dent 
of the National Association of Conser-

AGRICUL TURE 
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Federal soil programs not effective, studies say 
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cropland is not receiving adequate 
soil erosion treatment. 

vatlon Districts. "swinging from tight 
controls on crop production to fence­
to-fence planting, then back to 
controls, have farmers reeling. 

''You can't jump In and out of a 
conservation system every year or 
two, or you have no conservation 
system at all. We can't keep on penal· 
!zing conservation fanners ecouomi­
cally, then criticizing conservation 
programs for being ineffective." 

Federal conservation programs 
are, in fact, under heavy criticism for 
having been mlsm~naaed . Poor 
operation of the prograi'IU, combined 
with the "pendulum" planting 
policies, now have the U.S. in a 
position where topsoil erosion from 
water and wind is perhaps 2~ percent 
greater than in the Dust Bowl days of 
the 1930s. 

The current reallution that soil 
erosion is becoming more aerious and 
ls a threat to future farm productiv­
Ity, stems to a great degree from a 
report issued In 187~ by tbe Council 
for Agricultural ScienCe and Tech· 
nology (CAST), an industry-funded 
academic study group headquartered 
at Iowa State Univerisity. 

CAST said that conservation efforts 
by IDdividual farmers and by govern­
ment programs " have not kept pace 
with the pressures of laDd use and 
production." 

Because of these pressures, in the 
Corn Belt states "we are less 
effective in controlling erosion today 
on lands with severe erosion 
problems that we were 1~ years ago," 
the study found. 

Nationally, more than one-third of 
all cropland was "suffering annual 
soil losses In excess of the limit at 
which soil productivity can be 
sustained over time," said CAST. 
Over the long haul, it Indicated, crop 
yields may begin decreasing despite 
continued heavy use of fertilizers and 
other chemical aids. 

Soil Loss Figures 
"The amount of soil that soil scien· 

liSts believe can be lost and still 
maintain production over a long 
period varies from one lOn per acre 
per year on shallow soils to five tons 
on deep soils," CAST said. Estimates 
put the national soil loss figure at 
about nine tons. 

With Its recent intensive cultivation 
in the Great Plains and Com Belt 
states "the fann community may be 
creating another Oust Bowl," the 

re'f:t ?s18 report issued In 1812 
warned that the United Slates was 
losing 4 billion tons of soil a year 
through water erosion, compared 
with 3 billion tons ln 1934. The ll1ure 
is believed to be even higher now 

carry out conservation measures, the 
GAO said Many of the plans 
developed by SCS were never even 
carried out by farmers. 

ASCS, wh..icb runs the Agricultural 
Conservation Program, bas spent 
money on such things as drainage 
tiling, application of limestone, and 
Irrigation systems, practices wbic.h 
the GAO said "benefit fanners finan­
cially" by stimulating crop produc· 
lion but are "not urgently needed for 
effective erosion control." 

" lf the United States Is to continue 
to meet Its domestic food needs and 
help alleviate world food shortages It 
must maintain its topsoil - a basic 
requirement for crop productivity," 
the study said. 

Another source of wlnd and water 
erosion in the West b: the continued 
overgrazing of about lSO million 
acres of rangeland by cattle and 
sheep. Most of these lands are owned 
by tbe Department of lhe Interior's 
Bureau of Land Management, and the 
low fees it charges for graung privi­
leges make it attractive for ranchers 
to graze their animals there. 

The GAO sharply criticized the 
bureau In a report last year, charging 
that the agency has pennitted serious 
"deterioration·• of its rangeland, to 
the point where forage has been 
destroyed on millions of acres of land 

Bureau officials bave not halted de­
structive grazing for fear of affecting 
the financial condition of the 
ranchers, and have seldom ~nalit.ed 
those who violate bureau granng reg· 
ulatlons, GAO said. 
Volume Leader 

The congressional watchdog 
agency followed up U.s studies on soil 
conservation and grazing with 
another study on non-point source 
pollution , and determined tbat 
federal clean water goals neve~ wl~l 
be met unless agricultural pollution IS 
drastically curtailed 

"In volume the major pollutant is 
sediment fro~ soil e~ion,". and "th~ 

f{!~'l:~:~ob~t:i; ~~t~;!~ 
farms, carrying soil, an1t~al w1:5tes, 

~~~~=. ;:~!Jle::::ee~a!:~~ :;::~ 
Following the 191~ CAST report, 

the General Accounting Office (GAOl 
uDdertook a study of the effectiven_ess 
of fede r al soH conserv~hon 
programs . GAO's findinp, published 
last year. were that lh~ programs 
have not been as effective u U!ey 

Ush f~ing and spawning areas, and 
contributes to flood ha:r.ards, they 
said. 

As a state, Iowa does bet~r tha~ 
most in trying to deal w1th so1l 
erosion but even In Jowa, govem· 
ment ~ost-sbaring to ellmln~te 

~=:: cos~~t~:::~~~ bi~~o~.r th~u~l!tb 
m-::;_~~::v:~~nt on practices_ that 
were aimed at increasing crop ~lelds, 
and not on "critically needed SOil con· 
servation pracli~ having .~e best 

pa~~s ~~oredr:a~~g rC.:~:· visits to 

said. 

Water Program 
Congress also bas created the 

Rural C1ean Water Program to pay 
fanners up to half the cost of erosion 
control measures they install on their 
land. 

The program will supplement 
existing conservaUon programs, and 
the aid will go only to farmers in 
areas that slate aDd federal envli'Dn­
mental agencies have designated as 
llavi.ng crucial farm~aused poUutioo 
problems. 

Political maoeuverlng and tbe 
failure of the Carter administratioo 
to propose any money for tbe 
program make its immediate im­
plementation somewhat shaky, 
however. 

Iowa Senators Dick Clark and John 
Culver, both instrumental in cruting 
the Rural C1ean Water Program, are 
pressing for funding of the effort. 

Clark flnt proposed a federal cost­
sharing program to help farmers 
meet new federal water quality 
standards, but wu unable to push his 
bill through a recalcitrant Senate 
Agriculture Committee to get It 
enacted 
Culver Ploy 

Culver took up the Idea, got It 
attached to the federal clea.o water 
law, and secured a lw~year, $500 
million authorization, almost before 
opponents of the plan knew what had 
hit them. 

"Soil conservation is our most un­
derrated national priority," Culver 
said in a California speech earlier thls 
year to soil conservation district 
officials. ''The truth is that fanners 
and certainly the general public do 
not reeognlze the urgency of the 
need." 

Culver said "the total amount spent 
for soil conservation for the enUre 
country is only a minuscule fraction 
of the billions the Pentagon routmety 
spends on a single weapon system. 
Vet, wben It is budget~uttlng lime in 
WashinglOn and tbe state capitals, 
soil conservatloo programs are 
among the most wlnenble.'' 
Clark Disappointed 

Senator Clark called Carter's 
budget propos-als "a great disappoint­
ment." 
Davis, administrator of SCS, 
conceded that many of the federal 
programs "have not been aimed at 
long-range soli and water conserva­
tion. I can't disagree with the GAO 

reb=~"agrees that soil conservation 
programs and national farm produc· 
t\on policies often have worked at 
cross purposes. He favors creation of 
a "cross-compliance" system, In 
which crop adjustment programs, 
crop insurance. and soli conservation 
would all be made compatible 

Under sucb a system, for example, 
a fanner could be ineligible for crop 
insurance lf he plants on land dee~ed 
unsuitable, from a soil conservation 
standpoint. for cultivation. 

"What happeoed tn 1812 and 1813, 

with our production policies, caused 
several million dollars worth of con. 
servation practices to be plowed up.'' 
said Davis. 

"We must halt the mlning of 
lOpsoil that now Is taking place 
the nation," said Barlow. "You're 
required to take government 
payments, and you're not required to 
participate in conservation programs. 
They're both voluntary. Why not 
marry two voluntary programs?" 

So far , Barlow has met with UtUe 
response from Congress. " People leU 
me it's a nice Idea, but tbat it Will 
never pass," be said. "fm dlsappoblt· 
ed that most of the COMUVation ud 
environmental organizations haven't 
paid more attention to lbe soil eroston 
Issue. It bears directly on water 
quality, fisb, wildlife, and other lbi.np 
they're concerned about" 

Wllllam H. Grelner, executive vice 
president of the Soli Conservation 
Society of America , said, "We've 
never really bad a national commit­
ment to soil conservation, like we've 
had to space and other programs. 

" Earl Bull [former secretary of 
agriculture[ really hurt us when be 
said we were going to plow out to the 
fence rows. During that period of 
time, we really lost ground " 

Joseph A. Krivak , chief of tbe 
non-point pollution sources branch at 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, said members of Congress 
and otbers are horrified at estimates 
that cleaning up agricultural 
pollution could cost tbe federal gov­
ernment $10 billlon or more in ald. 
But U!e government has obligated 
nearly three times lbat amount 
already for municipal waste 
treatmenL 

Nell Sampson, executive vice-pres!· 
dent of lbe National Association of 
Conservation Districts, believes that 
professional conservationists are 
partly to blame for disillusionment 
with conservation proarams. 

Conservationlsls have "sold" their 
efforts as being a "product," with 
success measured by numbers of 
dams and miles of terraces construct· 
ed, said Sampson. What has been 
overlooked is that a conservation 
system has to be "maintained 
properly and kept on the land," aDd 

283 farms in ei&ht states, and found 
that 84 percent of the farms were 
suffering annual soil tosses of more 
t.han five tons per acre yearly. 
"Topsoil losses are threatening 
continued crop productivity," tbe 

GAO said. 

Nationally, "the 1883_interim wale~ 
ualily goal of fishable an 
~wtmmable waters canno~ bo~ 
achieved In many regions beea id 
non-point pollution." the agency sa 

C has embarked on efforts 1 ·--------------iiiiiiiiiiiiiii!ii.iiiiiii!iiiiiiim!i!!!!!!~------~ to c~~p agricultural pollution. It ~ 
bas enacted a Soil and Wa~er 
Resources Conservation Act. un er 
which the Agnculture Oe~rtment 

Problems Compounded 
"In addition, soil erosion was 

creating water and air pollutlo~. ~: 
highway maintenance problems, 

port said Millions of dollars are 
~ing spe~t. It found, to dredge 

channels and remove seddsi~en~1:~~ ' 
reservoirs, and clean roa e 

an~:;~~;!es~~~iversity Agricul· 
tore Experiment Statio~ sald .• ~st 

~~~~n:~g a S~~f,~.rt t~:~~u:eddJme~~ 
removal costs $250 million annually. d 

d~r::I ~~:~v7o;r;~~.a:;;~il:~g 
up ~ rapidly that lbey wUI be ldtless 

in h~~ ~~~m:S~ it ::~rt. estimated 

th!t 200 million /c:aC:e ~ UPe~: 
~~'::!an~~:~rr~tr::d Y oru0~t;~iously 
damaged _for cr1"!t~~r~ents. washed 

Replacm& P u but can be 

~r;:e, ~: ~~~yis ~ ~~~ "resto~~ 

111 appraise the condition and 
w lit of American soil and water. 
~:luJng 1 new nationwide inventory 

of soli erosion 

sh~:n~ae:r:r:o~x~~ ~~yt~~ 
nine million tons per acre est1mated 
earlier this year by the U.S Water 
Resources Council 

Assistant Agriculture Secretary 
Rupert Cutler bas declared even tha,~ 
level of erosion to be "unaccepr81~ 
and bas said that 42 percent 0 · · 
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Iowa's real peril 
The Russians are coming! The 

Russians are coming! The old war 
cry of the 1950s echoes across the 
state as Ronald Reagan campaigns 
for right-wing Republican Senate 
candidate Roger Jepsert. 

And, like the 1950s, anyone who 
isn't as single-mindedly frantic 
about the Red hordes as they, is 
suspect of - well, of - thinking 
Commie thoughts. 

Out of one side of their mouths 
they want to cut fedeml spending 
by a third or a half. Out of the 
other they call for spending hun­
dreds of billions for neutron 
bombs, Bl bombers, MX missiles 
and anything else the military in­
dustrial complex cart dream up. 
Meanwhile, you don't hear a word 
about the real peril, about how 
Iowa is on the way to becoming as 
barren a wasteland, as if a hundred 
Russian nuclear bombs had 
scorched it. 

Agriculture - the practices of 
the farmers and the demands of 
tQ.e consumers which spur the 
farmers on - is destroying Iowa as 
surely and as permanently as any 
nuclear attack would do. 

The Des Moines Register's Pulit­
zer Prize winner James Risser has 
written a series of articles on the 
ruination of farm land which is 
more chilling to read than any CIA 
report on a foreign enemy. It is all 
the more chilling because the de­
struction ia so gradual, so unno­
ticed, few people are awere enough 
to care. No one is rattling any 
sabres about it. 

Erosion, irrigation, fertilizer, 
pesticides, insecticides, over­
cropping, all are destroying the 
land. Half oflowa's topsoil has dis­
appeared in 100 years. As much as 
13 tons per acre is disappearing 
every year. Two bushels of soil are 
being destroyed to produce one 
bushel of corn. 

What is true of Iowa is even 
worse elsewhere in the country. In 
Kansas, the water table is drop­
ping out of reach as irrigation 
pumps suck the earth dry. In the 
Mountain states, irrigation water, 
running back into the Colorado 
river, carrying salty soli, i& turning 
that once sparkling stream to sea 
water. 

If there is to be some sort of test 
for true citizenship, it ought to ap­
ply to those who are the custodians 
of the soil, as well as to those who 
cultivate political ideologies. 

And if we are to spend billions 
more to save ourselves, we should 
be spending it to stop this certain 
self destruction, rather than piling 
up more overkill in an exaggerated 
worry about military dest~ction . 

It matters not how bravely we 
defend the land of the free if there 
is no land to feed us. 

Tell me what company you keep, 
and I'll tell you what you are. 

CERVANTES 

Southeast Iowa Farm News, Mediapolis 
10-5-78 

Ralph Dewey, left, co-ordinator of the Geode Wonderland 
RC & 0 , and Howard Brighl, righl, district soil con­
servalionist, hold a conversation at the pig roast Thursday, 
September 21, at the Doug Cling farm, rural Mediapoll•. T._ 
pig roast followed the no-till tour sponsored by the Des 
Moines county Soli Conservation District. 

Doug Cling's no-till plot was included on the no-till tour 
September 21 , and although it suHered some wind damage 
the prospects were good for this year. The no-till tour was the 
largest ever for Des Moines county, with S0-60 people at­
tending . 

' 



By Bob Sogard 

the 
Ag 
Bag 

It's musical chaln! t1me again in the 
oil Conservation erv1ce. 
Sid Mais, 26, soil conservationist 

trainee here for the past 10 months, 
will be going to ar county as district 
conservationist later in the year 

Oren Champ, conservation tech­
nician, will retire soon and Bill Baugh 
is slated to come down from Wapello to 
replace him. 

id is a 1976 graduate of Western 
lllinois university, Macomb, in agri­
cultural sciences. He was looking for­
ward to a good season of rugby wtth a 
Quad Cities team but that outlook was 

CRIPPlED WING of Sid Mais. 
nght. won't keep h1m from flying to a 
promotion in Sac county within the 
next few weeks Doug Cling. p1g roast 
host on last week's no-till tour. hears 
that Mais 1s m line for the d1strict 
conservationist post in Sac City Mais 
is conservationist-trainee in the Des 
Moines county SCS office He sus· 
tamed a shoulder separation 1n a 
rugby tournament m Wisconsin re­
cently 

SCS officers moving 
like musical chairs 

dimmed when he dislocated his left 
shoulder when bhnd-sided in a tourna­
ment at Madison, \Vis earlier this 
month . 

He has the arm in a shng and sa1d he 
will ha,·e to look forward to snow ski­
mg. his econd love 

Baugh, 33. has been with district 
conservationist Jim Ranum at Wapello 
ince February 1977 He started with 

the C in Ottumwa in 1965 and 
moved to orthwood in 1968, then was 
m We t Union before going to Louisa 
< >unty 

Roy Pilling, long-t:me soil district 
commissioner, made it to Doug Cling's 
place, on crutches. He is recovering 
well after suffering a fractured pelvis in 
an elevator accident on hi• farm July 
25. Ray said he can stand okay, but his 
leg and back muscles have c;leterio­
rated while he was i:l a hospital bed 

Incidentally, Doug likely will be a 
soil commi'"ioner after the ov. 2 gen­
eral election. He and James S. (Sam) 
Jennison, U 61 north, are the only 
ones who have filed nomm1>:1 .. n~­

pere. If elected, they will su~reed 
Dwight Stucker, New London, and 
Clyde W. Scherer, Rt 1, who didn't 
seek re-election . 

Curt llaenmoyer, Henderson 
county extension farm advisor, has a 
reputation as a premiere performer 
with a steak or chop and a grill. 

For years, I've watched him work 
with everything from a barrel, with a 
few coals in it, to the long, asbestos­
" alled grills which prepare a thousand 
or more pork chops at once. The 
Chamber of Commerce Farm Barbe­
cue is an example of the latter. 

He was in especially good form a 
couple weeks ago when the Farm Out­
look meeting was held at Union high 
near Biggs,•ille. Ill. sing what he de­
scribed as an "old •ecret family rec­
ipe.'' he1 marinaded, then grilled, a 
batch of pork chops that was savored 
by 11 goodly crowd that included yours 
truly. 

Importuned to reveal hi secret, Curt 
wrote: 

''I hear that you were wanting to 
know the old secret family recipe that 
was used to marinade the pork chops 
last Monday night. , ow I ho~ that 
you realized that these old family reci­
pes, such as this one, date back cen­
turies ago and are never written down 

"They are pas ed from generation 
only by word of mouth . But, being that 
you are a friend of mine, I will break 
this old family tradition and share this 
old secret family recipe with you. In 
fact, I'll even write it down so you 
won't forget any of the important in­
gredients. You rna; have trouble find­
ing . orne of these unusual ingredients, 
but just remember, pel'!listence pay 
off. Keep looking " 

There was a conflicting report, also 
attributed to Curt, that the recipe 
came from an nlinois Pork Producers 
Assn. publication. If that's the ca•~ I 
think they must have cracked the Eis­
enmayer code. Curt said the chops 
were in the marinade from Wednesday 
to Monday; the outcome was worth the 
wait. 

At the risk of fracturing an old 
friendship, I'll pass the· recipe along: 

MARINADE 
For 1,000 boneless chop or 700 

bone-in chops: 

juice 

1 gal. Open Pit BBQ Sauce 
1 gal Kraft BBQ Sauce 
Seven 46-oz. cans pineapple 

•;, cup Worchestershire Sauce 
v, cup garli~ salt 
', bottle liquid brown sugar 
Marinade three to five days. 

" ow I agree that this 1s a large rec­
ipe, but scale it down ior whatever 
amount you want to do," said Curt 

He also warnE:~ ~ !ia~ ".,: .e paper on 
which the recipe would self-destruct 
within five minutes after the envelope 
was opened. I'm glad I memorized the 
ingredients, because I can't find that 
note anywhere! 



HAWKEYE 
IDITOl & PUILISHIR1 John McCormally 

NEWS; Jim Hitch COMPOSING: Don Close 
ADVERTISING: Nelson Showalter PRESS: Ken Howard 

CIRCULATION-BUSINESS: Dick Weiss 
Burlington, Iowa Page 4 September 18, 1978 

Iowa's real peril 
The Russians are coming! The 

Russians are coming! The old war 
cry of the 1950s echoes across the 
state as Ronald Reagan campaigns 
for right-wing Republican Senate 
candidate Roger Jepsert. 

And, like the 1950s, anyone who 
isn't as single-mindedly frantic 
about the Red hordes as they, is 
suspect of - well, of - thinking 
Commie thoughts. 

Out of one side of their mouths 
they want to cut federnl spending 
by a third or a half. Out of the 
other they call for spending hun­
dreds of billions for neutron 
bombs, B1 bombers, MX missiles 
and anything else the military in­
dustrial complex carl dream up. 
Meanwhile, you don't hear a word 
about the real peril, about how 
Iowa is on the way to becoming as 
barren a wasteland, as if a hundred 
Russian nuclear bombs had 
scorched it . 

Agriculture - the practices of 
the farmers and the demands of 
the consumers which spur the 
f~rmers on - is destroying Iowa as 
surely and as permanently as any 
nuclear attack would do. 

The Des Moines Register's Pulit­
zer Prize winner James Risser has 
written a series of articles on the 
ruination of farm land which is 
more chilling to read than any CIA 
report on a foreign enemy. It is all 
the more chilling because the de­
struction i3 so gradual, so unno­
ticed, few people are a were enough 
to care. No one is rattling any 
sabres about it. 

Erosion, irrigation, fertilizer, 
pesticides , insecticides, over­
cropping, all are destroying the 
land. Half oflowa's topsoil has dis­
appeared in 100 years. As much as 
13 tons per acre is disappearing 
every year. Two bushels of soil are 
being destroyed to produce one 
bushel of com. 

What is true of Iowa is even 
worse elsewhere in the country. In 
Kansas, the water table is drop­
ping out of reach as irrigation 
pumps suck the earth dry. In the 
Mountain states, irrigation water, 
running back into the Colorado 
river, carrying salty soil, io turning 
that once sparkling stream to sea 
water. 

If there is to be some sort of test 
for true citizenship, it ought to ap­
ply to those who are the custodians 
of the soil, as well as to those who 
cultivate political ideologies. 

And if we are to spend billions 
more to save ourselves, we should 
be spending it to stop this certain 
self destruction, rather than piling 
up more overkill in an exaggerated 
worry about military destJ;Uction. 

It matters not how pravely we 
defend the land of the free if there 
is no land to feed us. 

!Y~. 
I 

Tell me what company you keep, 
and I'll tell you what you are. 

CERVANTES 

Southeast Iowa Farm News, Mediapolis 
10-S-78 

Ralph Dewey, left, co~rdlnator of the Geode Wonderland 
RC & D, and Howard Bright, right, district soil con­
servationist, hold a conversation at the pig roast Thursday, 
September 21 , at the Doug Cling farm, rural Mediapolis. The 
pig roast followed the no-till tour sponsored by the Des 
Moines county Soil Conservation District. 

Doug Cling 's no-till plot was included on the no.ti ll tour 
September 21, and although it suHered some wind damage 
the prospects were good for this year. The no-till tour was the 
largest ever for Des Moines county, with 50-60 people at­
lending. 

r 



By Bob Sogard 

the 
Ag 
Bag 

It's musical chairs time again in the 
oil Conservation ervice. 
Sid Mais, 26, soil conservationist 

trainee here for the past 10 months, 
will be going to ar county a• district 
conservationist later in the year 

Oren Champ, conservation tech­
nician, will retire soon and Bill Baugh 
1 slated to come down from Wapello to 
replace him. 

id is a 1976 graduate of Western 
ntinois university, Macomb. in agri­
cultural sciences. He was looking for­
ward to a good season of rugby with a 
Quad Cities team but that outlook was 

CRIPPLED WINC of Sid Ma1s. 
right won't ksep h1m from flying to a 
promotion in Sac county within the 
next few weeks Doug Cling, p1g roast 
host on last week's no-till tour, hears 
that Mais IS in line for the district 
conservationist post in Sac City Mais 
is conservationist-trainee in the Des 
Moines county SCS office He sus­
tained a shoulder separatiOn m a 
rugby tournament m Wisconsm re­
cently. 

-------_-_ ~:-::-~~-- ·~.:~~-:~ -- . 
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SCS officers moving 
like musical chairs 

dimmed when he dislocated his left 
shoulder when blind-sided in a tourna­
ment at Madison, Wis. earlier this 
month. 

He has the arm in a sling and said he 
will have to look forward to snow ski­
mg. his second love. 

Baugh, 33, has been with district 
con•ervationist Jim Ranum at Wapello 
since February 1977 He started with 
the CS in Ottumwa in 1965 and 
moved to Northwood in 1968, then was 
in West Union hefore going to Louisa 
county. 

Roy Pitting, long-time soil di trict 
commi"Bioner, made it to Doug Cling's 
place, on crutches. He i• recovering 
well after suffering a fractured pelvis in 
an elevator accident on hi• farm July 
25. Ray said he can stand okay, but his 
leg and back muscles have deterio­
rated while he was in a hospital bed. 

Incidentally, Doug likely will be a 
soil commi,~ioner after the Nov. 2 gen­
eral election. He and James S. (Sam) 
Jennison, lJ 61 north, are the only 
ones who have filed nominb:l .. na­
pers. If elected, they will succeed 
Dwight Stucker, New London, and 
Clyde W. cherer, Rt. l, who didn't 
seek re-election. 

Curt ltaenmoyer, Henderson 
county extension farm advisor, has a 
reputation as a premiere performer 
with a steak or chop and a grilL 

For years, I've watched him work 
with everything from a barrel, with a 
few coals in it, to the long, asbestos­
walled grills which prepare a thousand 
or more pork chops at once. The 
Chamber of Commerce Farm Barbe­
cue is an example of the letter. 

He was in especially good form a 
couple week• ego when the Farm Out­
look meeting was held at Union high 
near Biggs,•ille, Ill. Using whet he de­
scribed as en "old secret family rec­
ipe,'' he1 marinaded, then grilled, a 
batch of pork chops that was savored 
by q goodly crowd that included yours 
truly. 

Importuned to reveal his secret, Curt 
wrote: 

"I hear that you were wanting to 
know the old secret family recipe that 
was used to marinade the pork chops 
last Monday night. Now I hop~ that 
you realized that these old family rec1· 
pes, such as this one, date back cen­
turies ago and are never written down 

"They are passed from generation 
only by word of mouth. But, being that 
you are a friend of mine, I will break 
this old family tradition and share this 
old secret family recipe with you. In 
fact, I'll even write it down so you 
won't forget any of the important in­
gredients. You rna; have trouble fmd­
ing some of these unusual ingredients, 
but just remember, persistence pays 
off. Keep looking." 

There was a conflicting report, also 
attributed to Curt, that the recipe 
came from an Illinois Pork Producers 
Assn publication. If that's the casP, I 
think they must have cracked the Eis­
enmayer code. Curt said the chops 
were in the marinade from Wednesday 
to Monday; the outcome was worth the 
wait. 

At the risk of fracturing an old 
friendship, I'll pa s the 'recipe along: 

MARINADE 
For 1,000 boneless chops or 700 

bone-in chops: 

juice 

I gaL Open Pit BBQ Sauce 
1 gal Kraft BBQ Sauce 
Seven 46-oz. cans pineapple 

1/1 cup Worchestershire Sauce 
''' cup garlic salt 
>;, bottle liquid brown sugar 
Marinade three to five days. 

"Now I agree that this IS a large rec­
ipe, but scale it down lor whatever 
amount you want to do," said Curt. 

He also warn&..: ·!rat , .e paper on 
which the recipe would self-destruct 
within five minutes after the envelope 
was opened. I'm glad I memorized the 
ingredients, because I can't find that 
note anywhere! 
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Inspecting their project a week after the first rainfall are Arlene Hale, Ma~vin Miller, Tim Miller and Carroll Reid. 

TOP SOIL· IS TOP PROJECT by Colleen Callahan 

Who says Iowa is flat? A 
person from Wisconsin may 
think so. But to Marvin 
Miller of rural Mediapolis, 
Iowa has gentle rolling 
slopes . gentle enough to 
cause harsh, costly 
problems. " Every year I 
saw more and more clay 
dirt . I knew the top soil was 
getting away." The land he 
farms (owned by Arlene 
Hale of New London) sits at 
the bottom of one of Iowa's 
gentle slopes. 

Sheet erosion Is a serious 
problem in Des Moines 

County, according lo 
Howard Brighl of the SCS 
office. Up to an inch of top 
soil can be lost in only two 
years. So Marvin decided lo 
initiate a soil conservation 
program. 

In addition to technical 
assistance and money , 
Marvin needed the co­
operation of the neighboring 
farms . Last November 
Clarence Reid , Rulh Ogg, 
Cora Miller and Arlene Hale 
(owners of the farmland 
involved) and Carroll Reid, 
Ned Hunger, Terry Miller 

and Marvin Miller 
(operators of the respective 
farms) met to discuss the 
project. 

Since Ruth Ogg's and 
Clarence Reid 's farms are in 
Henry County, a pooling 
agreement was reached 
between the two counties. 
Special funds from the state 
provided a 50 percent cost 
share plan with $10,000 limit 
per person instead of the 
usual $2,500. 

After the planning stage 
was completed, work got 
under way last June. In a 
few weeks, 9,660 feel of tile 
were laid (3 lanes l by 
Nickelson Bros. The tiles 
ranged 2 . 5 feet deep. Then 

in late August , Frank 
Woodall of New London 
terraced the land . Each of 
the nine terraces is designed 
to control a 4-inch rain in 20 
minutes -- a possibility 
perhaps, but an unlikely 
occurrence in Des Moines 
County where rainfall 
averages 40 inches in a year . 

The cost of such a 
program, covering ap­
proximately 65 acres. was 
estimated at $38,000.' But due 
to good weather and the easy 
moving of the dirt for 
terracing, the actual amount 
totaled only $30,000. 

Now each farmer receives 
the full benefit of a rainfall . 
whether his acerage is on the 
top or bottom of an incline. 
instead on running off, the 
water is retained by the 
terraces and an intake pipe 
directs it underground. Any 
excess water is then chan­
neled through the . tiling 
system . By keeping the 
water, one keeps the top soil. 

A follow-up program is 
recommended to continue 
the effectiveness of the 
terracing and t i ling . 
Whether it be plowing across 
the incline or no-till farming , 
continued soil conservation 
practices are necessary. 

The long range effect is 
what counts to these far­
mers. If you are thinkii\Q 
about planning a soli con­
servation program, contact 
your county SCS office . 

.....•....••• , ...... . 
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nd to be leased 

By BOO SOGARD 
Farm Editor 

Making bullets and grenades doesn't 
require all of the 19,000 acres in the 

Iowa Army Ammunition Plant reserva. 
tion. 

Between the munitions buildings 
and on the perimeter ore at least 7,000 

0 

acres of land, leased to farmers for 
farmmg and grazing. 

Those 7,000 acres could be one big 
no-tillage experiment by 1984 if an 

r 
ideo of the Des Moines county soil dis· 
trict commissioners is successful. And 
it will start with about one-fifth of the 
land NOT going under the plow next 
year, IAAP military authorities agree. 

Executive officer Capt. Maurice Pet· 
terson said he, plant agronomist Win· 

' ston Cooper and the commanding offi· 
cer, Col. Donald Reinhard, all agree 
that securing approval of the plan 
shouldn't be difficult. 

"We're kind of excited about it," he 
added. "After all, while we want our 
leaseholders to do well, we don't have 
to make a lot of money on this land. 

"We're pretty confident we can sell 
this to Development and Readiness 
Command (DARCOM). We'll rewrite 
the tract management plans, submit 
them to Rock Island for approval and 
then to Omaha where the Corps of En· 
gineers handles the actual oid let· 
tings." 

Leases ore for five yearsi 1,100 to 
1,600 acres are up for bids each year. 
Field development work, such as cui· 
verts and driveways, fertility programs 
and conservation projects are written 
into the tract plans prior to each let· 
ting. Petterson said the last terracing 
project on the schedule was completed 
laot year. 

The commissioners adopted a pro­
posal last week, recommending that all 
leases on land at the plant specify no· 
till practices. This means that plowc, 
disks and harrows would be "out." 
Specialized planters, sprayers, and 
pasture interseeders would be .. in." 

Sam Jennison, one of the commis· 
aloners, sa1d that no-till cropping is the 
most promising way to save soil and 
moisture, especially since the Soil 
Conservation service only gets about 
$16,000 per year to use for cost-sharing 
funds to help build terraces. The ACP 
program allocation, administered by 
the Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Service (ASCS), is 
$49,490 for 1979. It permits terrace 
construction and compares with 
$59,900 alloted last year. 

No-till should have a full-scale test, 
he said, and all that land at the IAAP 
would be an ideal placa. Most tra~t 

0 e u 
plans at the ordinance plant call for 
crop rotation, so corn con only be 
grown two or three out of five years. 

But with no-till, it may be possible 
to go to continuous corn/soybeans 
which would make the leases more at· 
tractive to bidders. Usually, only four 
or five farmers are successful in bid· 
ding for the tracts. 
' "I will see Dean (Lee) Kolmer at 
Iowa State university the middle of 
March. If we could get ISU to do a real 
study of the operation, then we'd have 
something to go on," Jennison said. 
Kolmer is dean of tho ISU college of 
agriculture. 

Jennison has talked to Prof. H.L. 
Self, who's in charge of out)yiflg farms 
for ISU and he said Self was enthused 
at the project's potential. 

Bids on six cropland tracts totaling 
1,087 acres and one 67-acre tract for 
grazing cattle will be opened at 1 p.m. 
Mar. 6, in the lAAP recreation hall. 
.These will be five-year leases, expiring 
April 1, !984 and will permit the prac· 
tices used in the past. 

Howard Bright, SCS district con· 
serva~will talk about no-till 
farming before the bid opening, to in· 
form next year's potential bidders of 
the special techniques needed and the 
advantages. 

Two of the commissioners, Joe Beck· 
man and Doug Cling, have experience 
with no-till farming. So does Horace 
Sutton, long-time commission treas· 

, urer, who planted com in two 20-acre 
fields north of Burlington, even though 
they had a hip-high stand of alfalfa. 

The Sutton fields, planted June 10 
and 11, were harvested late, but pro· 
duced 143 bushels an acre, Bright said. 
Cling said he planted 84 acres "in the 
trash" of the 1977 crop and yields 
ranged from 100 to 150 bushels per 
acre .. His father, Roger, planted about 
40 acres in no-till. 

Commissioner Rex Troute said )le. 
left a plot unplowed last fall and plans 
to experiment with some no-till com 
this year. "I don't know how I can push 
conservation tillage if I don't do it my· 
self," he said. 

Also last week, agricultur~ and con· 

vention cammittees of the Burlington 
Area Chamber of Commerce met with 
Bright and Jennison to consider the 
potential of the lAAP land use plan. 

The committee members voted to 
support the no-till demonstration proj· 
ect, with the idea that "we need to get 
Iowa State university interested in this 
as a research program." 

Also cited was the possibility of 
bringing the National Farm Progress 
Show here in 1983. The agricultural 
and agribusiness show was in ~llinois 
last year, will be in Indiana next fall 
and will be in low a in 1980. It's slated 
for a Story county site and is sponsored 
by Wallace's Farmer. 

The soil commissioners also sup· 
ported an effort to convert the county 
farm to no-till. Beckman and Cling 
will meet with the county farm advi· 
sory committee and county supervisor& 
and try to convince them to require the 
leaseholder to convert to no-till, start· 
ing in 1980. 

The supervisors also will be asked to 
use $20,000 in revenue sharing funds to 
start a project to eliminate roadside 
ditch sedimentation. The erosion con· 
trol program would mean using a no· 
till planter, pasture interseeder and as· 
sociated equipment to provide services 
for farmers who w~nt to try no-till. 

Cling and Bright will see whether 
the Mediapolis career tech program­
participants supervised by vo ag in· 
structor Jim Howell would like to take 
charge of the equipment, if the county 
approves. 

Cling said he had information about 
a Future Farmers of America chapter 
in Pennsylvania that planted between 
2,000 and 3,000 acres of no-till crops as 
a class proj~ct. 

Troute looked at Bright and said, "If 
this (no-till prOb'l'am) goes over, what 
do we need you for?" 

The conservationist grinned and 
said that in such an event, he thought 
he would find something else to do. 
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