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ADMINISTRATION

The adninmstration of the Cedar County Soil Conservation District
was carried nn by the conmissiocners with the assistance of the
S0il Conservation Service and Extension Service personnel through
regular and snecial meetinas,  The Adistrict was also nssisted by
nenbers of the State S~il Cnnservatinn Conmittee,

The commissisners have tn the best of their ability, bulzeted the
funds available fron the State nf Iowa, The $500,00, or 1 A
budget which allots equal annsunts to esach district, was partially
expended as follows: Prizes for contest on Soil Censervation,
nasters and display naterial, film and newspaper nats, »ictures,
nostage and ceonmissinnerts nileace, Total of $305.68 was ex-
rended, The 2 A budget, or funds for extra technical hel» and
equipnent, is set up on a new basis by Aistricts. A total of
$395,35 was expended for equinnent, clerical and technical
assistance.

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

The district's activities were quite varied and were carried on
with the assistance of Snil Conservation Service and the EZxtensinn
Service nersonnel. The =2ctivities being carried as nart of the
district?s nrogran nf work,

Crnfucted regular nonthly business neetings as nart of the
district adninistration, reviewed anl apr roved Farn Conservation
Plans and requests for assistance,

Interest neetings (3) were held for the pur-ose of explaining
district!s progran and nolicies, and —rohlens, benefits and:
nethods of ndopting ~nd wracticins soil and water conservation
wractiess on the land,

Special educatinnal meetings (5) for farn sroups to explain
Btnservation wractices along with their adantations, Also present—

ed naterial on harvesting, storings and utilization of high
quality forages,

Assistance teo G. I. and Vocational Asriculture classes in forn of.
class roon discussions and field trips. Also denonstratinns,

Exhibits on conservation work were used at County Fair anid grass-—
land field day, ete,

Pngster contest on soil, water and wildlife conservation was
sponsered for grades 4 through 8,

Participated in inter-district ~ctivities,

Conducted srass silage tour in coonmeraticn with extension service,
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Grassland field day held 2t Willard Eiler's farm, alnost every

inplenent dealer in the county cooperated,

The Ferguson people requested technical assistance from the Snil
Conservation Service in layout and planning of the Glen Agne farn
‘where they held a Conservaticn field day. This was one of six
such field Aays held in Towa, :

EDUCATIONAL & INFCRMATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The educational activities of the district were carried out with
the assistance of the Soil Conservatinn Service and Extensicn
Service and directed toward the advancement of a scund soil and
water conservation progran,

Interest neetings 3 31
Bducationnl meetings (farn grours) 5 182
Farn planning 6 48
Vocational Agriculture 4 96
Gs I. Agriculture classes 2 44
Films 6 180
Tours (Gress silage) 1 120
Night School (Conservatinn Group) 4 22
Exhibits 3

Radio 2

New releases 44

Grassland field day 1 1200
Fersuson day 1 1400

PROGRESS

The district!s main objective renains that of zetting "Soil
Conservation ap~lied t» the Land of Cedar County Farns", This

the district feels cnn be accommlished throush the development

of Farm Conservation Plans with »romer armlication of needed
conservatinn nractices. Also to assist as nany as nossible

with st=artins practices, such =s contourine and grassed waterways,

as a starting peint toward the development nf a comnlete conservation
»len, In the end to raise ylelds on a jer acre basis and at the

sene tine make a deposit in our Soil Bank,

During the year, 22 Farm Conservation Plans were develored,
Finety initial and advanced cononeratcors were added saking a total
nf 283 district cooneraters ziven assistance, In addition, 218
nther farmers were conntected or work with, Thus, a total of

nore than 450 forners were cnntacted or worked with out on the
land, A total of over 1500 persons were reached through neetings
and office ealls,
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Application of conservation mFactimes as part of district effokts

in 1952,

gontour farming

Strip cropning
Pasture improvenent
Farn monds

Terraces

Farn drainage

Tile !

Open drainage ditch
Waterways constructed

Este - réaanent of field boundaries

S0il surveys

‘Structures

4214 acres
63 acres
148 acres.
3
3600 lineal
208 acres
196,734 lineal
D nile
2.8 nile
1854 rods
9383
1

DISTRICT EQUIPMENT

The cdistrict hes a whirlwind terracer for use by Aistrict
cooperatnrs and others in the contruction of terraces, shaping
waterways, draining pnt hnles and constructing small Arainage

One farmer used this terracer to level off a section

ditches,

nf railroad right-of-way on his farn,
rental fee basis of $1.50

zer hour,

Equirment available
Contact Cedar County

fte
ft.

S

on a
Soil

Conservation District Office, Tipton, Phone 385, or any of the
commissioners,

The district has also been working with local contractors ia-
surveyinz, stakine and dliecking of construction of farn pnonds,
gully work and tile Arainage,

PRODUCTION GAALS FOR 1953

Follow-up

New Plans

Cons. Farning Guides
Initial Arreenents
Conservation Surveys
Sstablishnent

Contour Farning
Strip Cromning
Terraces

Diversinns

Tile Drains

{ren Drains

Const. Waterways
Stock Ponds
Structures

Tst. Field Boundaries
Pasture Inprovenent

Total Anount

40
26
50
50
12000

3550
90

acres

acres
acres
niles

lineal ft.
niles
niles

rods
acres
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Wildlife Area Imp, 3 acres

- Referrals "t As requested
Needs Determination S by
‘Inspeciion & Certification ket PMA

In arriving at these estimated goals, it was assumed that we can
hire an acliticrel man For 8 or 9 month's work wi.ch wonld Just
about use ¢n e svallsble funds, Some of these oals covald be
materialliy increared if additional money and help could be secured.

ORGANIZATION

The commissioner
o)

s wish to acknowledze the assistance given to the
Cedar County Soil

Cunservation District ty the P¥/. the Soil
Conservazion Gervice nnd thear stoff ok Mipton and the loucal County
Agriculiure Imbension Director, Also wisi: 1o recognizs the
assiscnnnos rentered by the following crzapizatinon and sgencies in

assisting wilh uhe ¢olls worix in Cedar County:
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Toca ionsl Agriculture
Stabe Tnzpervaiion Cemmission
] Lesociatinn

atll (‘(~ TIeN lt
Ruzas =06 Urban Schools
Redlio aad Jdelevision

Faro inmlenent Dealers
SUMMARY

It is encrursging in note that soil conservation werlk hns increased

in Cedor Chant¢ until the work load of the lncal distirict is aow

limited by t:e helir and aongy avallsble., This is partly due to
lb bance andl the

the incrensed roecucste for soil conservation ass
supervkaxﬂn Lﬂﬂ ce:iichwtlﬂn of pernanert type pracuivis n the
AC.F. progean. T4 is f£elt, however, thal tohe us2 of iaitial

agreensut {o1ns 0w s:nglﬂ practices and farn pi=rrninge cuides for

nere aivence Loy will start and guide fermsrs o the congervation
procrain ard wilil “”wﬁLly build up tr a greaver nwiter af complete
farn pioas. leases nnd leases unsuitable to concervation
farming, hizh tarzes on purchased farms »nd tho offcct of mrice
fluctuntinnz ou yaaroen-yenr farn nlanning sre probiems viosl nast

be coneld with,

However, thHe Lenefite of crnservaticrn frrning ares bigrer grain
yields, less wserer unier mlow, abundance of nasture for live-
stocl, ceastitute o versatile oderating unit and can be adarteld
t0 a balaucsi menjeet aver in unfevorallins 4inmes and the increased

g%




R Lo 5 :
=5
income fron the ccnservation plan éontributes reserves to carry
through years of low »nrofits,
] .
801l Conservation is arowine as more farmers see these benefits
and decide to becone a part of this azreat novenent by corjeratinz
with their snil cqservation district ~ an orcanization which
vronotes a pernaneént agriculture through local self-sovernnent.
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COMMISSIONERS

Wn. Wertzbau-her, West Broneh, Iowa
Georae Kiser, Wilton Junection, Iowa
J. S. Snmith, Stanwond, Iowa



