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FARM NEWS

High school students participate
On Tuesday,  Sept. 18,

2018, the Soil and Water
Conservation Districts of
Iowa,  Keokck,  Mahaska
and Poweshiek Counties
hosted     their     annual
Quad-County  Soil  Judg-
ing Contest for local high
school  stu.dents.  Twelve
Schools   including   Belle
Plaine, Clear Creek Ama-
na,       E ddyvine -Blake s -
burg-Freemont,   English
Valleys, HLV, Iowa Valley,
Keota,  Montezuna,  Os-
kaloosa,  Sigourney,  Tri-
County,   and   Wiuians-
burg participated in the
event.  This  eanowed  137
stndentstoparticipatein
an outdoor soil class.
a    This   year's   competi-
tion  was  held  at  Lake
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soil judging contest

Students from m'any counties took part in a soil jddging Contest last month.

Iowa Park, northt Of `.Milt
|aetresdbHg;es:tdse#E:FdiT:

fererit carfegories: surface
features,    soil   features
(profile),  land  caLpabflity

and  productivity poten-
tial,  ewluation Lof  land,'j
management  -    practice
andsuitabflitybfsoilsfor
nonagricultural        use s.
Contestants   needed   to

consider  such things  as
lind§eap e          p o sition,
slop'e, depth of horizons,
parent  material,   native
ve.getation, drainage, ero-
sion, I 1imitations' to  the
land's  ability to be \pro-
ductive, and appropriate-
ness of multiple agricul-
ture practices as weu as
nonagricultural        us e s.

Students  ` also    demon-
stiated' their  knowledge
of soils with a written ex-
am.

Congratulations       to
Alex Cheney of Montezu-
ma and Ty .Buresh from
Wihiamsburg   on   their
first-place 'tie in the sen-
ior   division   individual
competition. Also, in the
senior  .division,   Sigour-
ney  Team  1(Nick  Goad,
Lainey Graff, Cole Weber
and Mac Coirad) placed
first    with    Montezuma
Team 1(Alex Cheney, Ja-
cob   Ross,   Lauren   Klos
andcarm'enRIos)coming
insecondinteamcompe-
tition..

There was a tie also in
the junior  division indi-
vidual competitioh. Daw-
son  Baumert  and  Zane
Hahn both from' Sigour-
neyearnedfirstplace.Ju-
nior   team   competition

finished  with  Sigoumey
Teaml(DawsonBaumert,
Zane Hahn, Cullen Smith
and Stacia Hammes) re-
ceivirig   first   place \ and
Belle Plaine Team 1(Zach
Brecht,  Kamryn  Haskey,
Carson Adams and Jared
Ward)  achieving  second
place. Congratulations to
all.

Acknowledgement
goes to the Iowa County
Conservation  Board  for
allowing the use of Lalre
Iowa as this year's ventle,
Jim  Reinhart  Tiling  for
digging the .pits  and for
their work preparing the
site,  Monsanto  for  sup-
plying  port-a-johl}s  and
refreshments ,         Jas on'
Steele for taking time to
share   his   expertise . of
soils,  .taking  almost  an
hour teaching those com-
peting   as   juniors,   and
gradingthepits.     \
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