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Honorabl e Robert Ber gl and 
Secretar y of Agricul ture 12- lt.;-d~ . S.W. 
\:lashing t on D. C. 

Dear Sir : 

Malvern , IoHa 
June 9 , 1977 

He have fo l l owed your succ essful car eer 1.'li th interest . It is 
gr atifyi ng t o know a man v.ri th pr ac t ic·al farming know-how is 
i n a pos i t ion t o i ntelli gent l y appr oac h modern pr obl ems i n the 
fo od pr oduc t ion pr oc es s . 

In southwestern I owa 9 soil dis t ric t s have been givi ng muc h 
thought to f ormi ng the Go l den Hills Conservat io n and De-velo p­
ment Area kno1-.ri ng that er os ion , devel opment and beautifyi ng 
do not begin and end a t county lines . J.lany of our pl ans c an 
be str uc tured t o benef it thi s entire par t of Iowa . 

Si nc e I run the only wo man s erving on thi s proj ec t , you mi ght 
be int erested t ha t I am a ember of a centur y f arm family vrho 
have o\-rned and lived on this far m f or 10 3 years . vie ar e 
ho pi ng to build and impr ove to conserve the natural r esources 
f or f u ture generations . 

It i s my understandi ng t hat our appl i c ation for appr oval has 
been endorsed by s t ate Cons ervat i onis ts and Govenor Ray . At 
t he pr es ent time vre have submi tted our applic ation t o you for 
your consideration. \Je do hope i t meet s with your approval 
and t hat very soon we will be abl e to take ac tion i n so l ving 
pr o j ec t s nov! being c og_~_:h£~.£§:ld ... l?Y-l?& .. ~ J:lateP--sf.ie-:F-tag~,_ __ ~ro s io.q_,_;JJ 
recreat i on needs , Q;"i dg.§_repl ac emen_..Oand i mproving rural - envJ.r ­
onment will t ake top priori~y-wr~n-us . 

We ar e pl eas-ed t hat the nine sd>.il cons er vat i on distric t s and 
eight c ounty boar d of super vi sor s have joi ned to g~ther to s pon­
sor thi s appl ication . The suppor t of the Southwest Iowa Plan­
ni ng Council, t he Omaha- Council Bl uffs -Ietropoli t an Area Pl an­
ni ng Agency , and the many loc al organizati ons and agenci es pr o­
vide a s t r ong base for cooper ation and growth . 

Thank you ' very muc h fo r your though t ful consider at ion of our 
i mportant farm pet~Y ple pr o j ect . V!e are t r yi ng t o hel p ourselves 
and t he whole nation to s ave our prec i ous l and . Funding i .s 
vital for i mpl ementation. 

:r uc h succ ess i n the fut ure to you . Hay your i npgrtant pos i t ion 
be gr a tifyi ng as you realize i mprovement and pro eress . 
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Th e llills County R •. c . &D. met at the Court Hou se June 7, 1977 a t 
9 A. H. vri th Aus t i n Bass pr es i d i ng . Ni nut e s of the las t meet i ng 
vrere read and appro v ed . Grisson reques ted the a ppointment of 
a person to a s s ist 1..vi t h a bridge inventor y and anot her f or the 
soil con s erva tion upcat e . ~: onte Burr 'in ~ hi s 1·rork 'I.·Ti t h the en gin­
e er'· s offic e vrill bring t h e bridg e inven t or y to the pres ent time 
and Virgi l Cur tis , past ASCS c omn1i ssioner vrill s er v e on the soil 
pr ac t ices and erosion contr ol c ommi ttee . The i r nruaes ar e to be 
submi tted at t he area meeting in Oakl and June 7th at the evenin g 
meet i ng . 

Var i ous pr ojec t s in the planni ng s t a ges, 'dater r i ghts , inflation­
ar y t r ends and bri dge s were di scussed . Pro gBe s s i n ero sion c ontro ~ 
darns and rela ted proc eclures \·re.re E'~xplain~d . 

I t was requested that the secretary vlr i te a letter t o the Honor­
able Rober t Ber gland , U. S . Sec retar y of Agricu l ture on beha l f 
of } ills County calling to hi s attenti on our Area ' s applic ation 
for appr oval thus br inging our plans c loser to funding a s the 
mon ey becomes availabl e. 

The meeting 1.-vas adjour ned vrith the next meeting to be c a l l ed a s 
business r equi r es . 

Al so attending were Dav e Snovl , Virgil Curti s, \'Jal t e.J? Na rs hal , 
Ei k e White, Red Oak , Soi l Conservation as s i s t ant . and Viola 
Hathaway . 

Viola Ha tha:\tlay, Seer. 


