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' by Steve:· .Y~ddo(,, : ·. t ::. :. 'in 1983 was ~iostly .done without 
. . . . ·; ~ :-: · ·.·. .. · "· ::: : .. ·tht( aid of any goverilmental · 

A- revolution· i~ going .on 'in· · ~si-sharing. · 
·;America's . farmland . ·· F:or. ~ · '· systems ·range from ·the top · 
,tunately (or all o'fu8dtis a QJJjet :. Conservation . practices, n~tm ·.· 

: revolution. That r~volution 'is·.' U>various forms of mirlimtim or · 
:the ' swiich . to:. conserv~t(on : r:oou~ed tillage. ··The type' ·or' ' 
·tillage. -. ··~ ·j. · • Cons.¢rv&.ti0~. · 'tiiJag·e·: · ·~s.ed 

Conser:va tion ·. ti.iiage : 1~ . a ' depends i~rg~ly .. : · upon ' 
,farn1ing ,:pr:actice ' that. 'a:llows : knowledge_ of local tectlnology · .. 
. farmers the alt-erna.Uye· of . · and ·'c~toms, :soiis, .. w~. con-

. planting ''their crojls : 'iii :fieldS.: ' trol; : and . nee<:b 'of ' individual 
. ·that ·have riot oe'en . plowed . . It . ·farms.Tlle 6ottomline··rormo&i . . 
. makes ' u5e of crc)p ~reSidue ' .or .'··.farmers .to ·'know is 'Utat the ' 
. other forms of IaQd · cover ; .U> . :conservation · syst¢m sUitable 
reduce erosio·n :·· and . ··saves , j~ :iheir type: of operation is · 
·moisture for crop& being grown. .. ·available. Farmers can · :lea111 

AccOrding to· .the ·defmition by .: more about coqs'ervation tillage· . 
. the O.S. · Department . of from $everal sources; including . 
Agr'iculture's Soil Conservation contacting the USDA's Soil 
Service, COn$ervation til,lage . iS Conservation 8ervice IJf the . 
any c:rop planting system where iocal office of the Cooperative 
30 percent. or more of . crop Extension Servic.e. · . 
residue . remains Qn the ·surface : . Many . l_an~i:J·fr~Dt . · ;eolleges 
after planting . . Many ··truage offer;farmen ·anippp()rtunity·to 
forms and optioris i.re available . view conserv.ation ~· tillaie' ' 
tO farm'~rs . ·, . ' :' . ~systems at ·~ fleid . day$, . '.field 

The use of conservation .trials, ·and otlier outreach . ·a~ 
·tillage saves (armers . time, . · tivitle8. In r~ent . years, 'farm · 
money a'nd fuel; an(J can redUce ' "magazines· have been inundated 
erosion by up to 90 .perc~t In: ·. Witlfarticiel .about the prO&.-arid. 
many . partS 0~ ' the 'coUntry, : .~ms /of . conservation ' tillage. · 

. Conservation' tillage in one form Agrl,busin~s such as equipment 
. or another is a :hotisehol(l wotd, ,·an<l4hemical dealers also have . 

but iii ~orne . a:reas · i~ . is j~~! . :material~ av~able. . : . 
, getting . starte~t : In_ so~e areas: :·. ~ny·f,.rmers have .learned a· 

· . conservation tillage: has ~~· · ;grf¥it deai ·about · co~·ery.ation: . 
. us~ for over. two .~ecades· . . n is I ';tiii,jlge'by · aski~gneighbo~s wtlc) . 
raptdly gaintng · conv~ts . . The . ; have.m~de it ~ork·on · thetr Qwn 
U.~ .. Departmeiit of :Agt.icUl~ure ·· farms! · MaJty . organiza'tions · 
Jre4icts th$t' by :the year · 2000,· · ~nsor t~., demonstration$~ . 
more:. than so. ··percent ' of ·: and .fidd trials, including local 

. America's tarmer$. will be using ; ~il :. : and' wa~ . ' eonserva tion 
·. some , form o( .c~nserV:a~io~ · .. ftisti-f~ts .. ' . ' ... : . ' . •' . . ' ' ' 

till~ge. · : · · . · . · · A: tbi«< · }'l~br tn. grow-:• . ~~ 
A~cordfng to an articl.e ~ the . ter-,ted .in s~king information . · I 

May-June 1985 ·· .. issue .. ··of · th~ : is the Conservation . Tillage .· 
Jour~l · .of Soil a~c! Wa~l· I_n~pr~ation Cent.er ·-- <cTIC> . 
Conservation, · farmers ·in: the . loeateQ in Fort ,Wayne, · IN. 
Com Belt. ~n'd ~~)Ak~·S~~ ~->~c is a. J9in~ ;~~jeef of the · . 
Iqad ..... the .. ·nati~n,·~; wjlb ·~'ff>Jt..- .. 1: N~~PnJl .... ~noc:tatlon· of;. C?~~ : 
servation:· ttllage;.· .~I~la«,~ W ·s e p·-v a-t-i-o-n::.:-D.l s-t·r.-l .. c t ·s, · 
percent .' ·~f ·America.'!( f~rmers ·. ~gribustrtesses,_ gover~ent~l : 
using eonser.vatior1 tillag~ are. 'ill. ·agencies, pdvate organizaUons, ··:·. 
:tbe corn Belt, 16 percenn~ .. the :: and - ind)Vidual ·. farmers~ Th~ .' -. 

·: iake States, :1s _.:pet:'~t: h1. "the,. .Cei\ter: proVides : newsletteri, .. 
·. Northern .Plaiits, .'and s· petcenf: ''inform·auon . materials · and . 
. ~ . the ' ~ppalachian, r~ion: . : '' -~\ire~ ,refereric~: :: ' " . . 
sUprlSmgly, :·onlY:. l ·~r~epF f~: ... ::. <Iri"the ~~)'1985 :tssu~:: <>r '·:NO- · 
the ·Delta: · · : · · · :. · · ·. . : ·' . rill -. Farmer" · . E.ditor · Frank · 
· Based . :on·' ri~dings . ::of: · tit~· : ~iter ~m·~ented .. : tha~ ·the ~· 

USDA's :. 'F.arm ·. Production: . .'·· most .limiting .factor :holdirig , 
~di~~·· . Sur~ey (.FPES>.~· : ·.:: bkck rnore 'wide" spt.ea:dirtg" .. 

·. abOut ·on• fifth ~ of the ·nation' I · . · adoptioh of conservation tillage · 
:' . faimeri ' have' ·adopted ' con~. ' :iS simply an . attitude .. pfoblern: . . : 

iervatiOn tillage;, Thi~ . P..actice . · Regardless of the curren~ : 
is used Pt:Jmariiy to gr:pw eorn; ' : financial- . :environment ' in .·' 

. lioy~n&; ; and amau grain. Of · ~gritwture, . once:, people ~re · 
· . America's :crops: ~Qwn · t,mder · ... ·fwly sold on ·the benefits oL 
CQnServ~tion tillage, 50 perc~t CQ~ervation· tillage; esPe<:hilly.: · 
of the average were Cortl,' and 35 no-till; they ' wili change : and . 
j,erceritsoybeaQS. Researchers . ·adopt'the ~ystem. · . · 

. are . studying the 1lse ·of con- _... Yes, ·American ·· agriculture . 
', ·8ervation tillage on many other· has . undergone .many ·· 

crops ' induding P<>tatoes, revolutions, but many· exper:ts 
peanuts, cotton, : 'tomatoes and . ' agree that conservation tilJaje 
other truck crops. . . -is· the ino&t · rapi~y spreadJ~ 

Soil and water. conserv~tion is · ·p-actice shice ; .~~ adqPtiori. Of 
the prime reasQn farmers adopt · hybrid seed corn:·:'Cooser·vation 

. oonservation tillage~ but cost tillage iJ,lay . . be a ··.' quiet~ 
and time savings ·were equally · ·revolution.throughout Am~ca, . 
importani. ·In addiilon, the btit.is is growmg, ~nd· it :is here .. 
adoption~~ can8~ation ·w~Jge ·stay.. · .. . ._ - --- · :___ __ -


