
ORGA IZATION HISTORY 
OF THE DES MOINES COUNTY SOIL CONS1RVATION 

DIST~CT" 

t the reques.t of the Dea Moines County Farm Bureau Board informa• 
tion regarding the organization o£ Soil Conservation District 
w s presented t their meeting on ugust 4. 1 45• After a short 
discussion, w. E. Whioher of Danville pointed out that Des oines 
was the only county in the thre6 southern tiers that did uot have 

district. After a favorable statement by L. E. obertson, County 
Extens ion Director alter B. Eyre was instructed to proceed ~th 
the s teps for the organization of the district. The committee 

ppointed to handle the set-up was •illiam P rrott of Danville, 
Hugh Ja ison of Mediapoli , George Eve rsman of Burl ington, George 
Kuntz of Oakvi lle and Ira Lee of Burlington. 

This c mmi tte . met on eptember lOth a t the rm Bureau Office and 
lected 130 en from over the county. Those selected were given 

a i nvitati on to at end me tin on Se t em er 29tn. Earl Elijah, 
Chairman of the o.i. l C s rvatio· Co 1 tt e ms secured for speaker 

nd me tin a- el d t the She 1 ter llo e , ~rkins ark on Sa tur-
day aft rnoon, beg · nning at 1 !00 o'clock. Forty men representing 
most of tho to ships of the cou t atte 1 ed. After Elijah's talk 
Floyd s. Yetter was called on for statement. Yetter had just been 
transferred to urlington where he s setti g u e. district office 
for the oil Co ser vation Service t supervise four counties in this 
part o.f the state . The g1·oup engazed in a discussion of the need 
for soil s vi g rae tic · • 1 ong t o e .. ho s poko were J. E. Collar, 
Y;. • hicher und George Colto of Danville ; Claude Oberman • a 
member of the oard of Supervisors from Yarmouth 8nd Homer Woodw rd 
and George Schmeiser of' Burlinuton. The r oup divided b tovm.shipa 
and petitions were assed out to be circul ated among the 1 nd owners 
of . the county. This las the on y meet i ng held' ad y end or 
November mo e t n - of the lun o n rs had signed the petitions 
representing about 2~ of' th l and in farms in the county. The · 
petitions were filed with the State Committee and December 27th was 
set for the hearing. 

Th8 hearing was he l d at the ity Hall uditorium. The St ate Soil 
Cons ervation Commit t ee was represented by farmer members Ear l Elij h 
of l arenoe , Cl ark • Huntley or Chariton n Chri H. J e sen of 

uduoo • lyde Spry, Assistant Secret ary of Agriculture and Secre­
tary to the Conservation Committee was also present. Maurice Soults 
represented Director R. K. Blisa of the EXtension Service. Riohard 
Tilcox of Ames represented the Soil Conservation 8 rvice . Also 
present were Floyd s. Yetter, District Conservationi t and Walter 
B. Eyre, County Extension Director. Highw ys wer e icy ud it wa 
snowing but in spite of the weather there were fourteen .farmers 
and r rm owners who a ttended the meeting. These me·n \tere well spread 
from over the county and every man pr esent spoke in favor of the 
establishment or a soil conserv tion district. 



Those present at the hearing are as follows a Tom Lewis and Leonard 
eckman of Fr anklin towns hip: Noah Schrock, John Schrock, Robert 

Schrock and Edw. B. ills of Huron township 1 Hugh Jamison and Albert 
Peterson of Yellow Spring township}' Homer Woodward of Union townahipJ 
J. E. Collar of Danvil le townshipJ Glen Romkey of Burlington;; Rothel 
alker of Benton township and Carl Schulz of Jackson township• 

Saturday afternoon, January 26, 1946 t'rom 1&00 to 4aOO was set as 
the date and t ime of the referendum. Polling places were~t up 
in all the to?rnships except Augusta which voted with Danville. 
Pol l ing places and names of judges an d clerks ho no od t the 
referendum are as f ollows,: 

enton (Piney ood School) Rathel nlker, Rol len Upton, F. Lee ,alker 

Burlington (Farm Bur e.u Office) Herman Beck, Ira Lae an :a. , .z~urmuehlen 

Cone r ia (Co o rdi hool) · ~rbe t J . emann, Car l Koestner, 
Norman c ai th 

Danvill e AuGust a (0 vill School) J . E. Colla , A. 1 • agner, 
Jay lker 

Fr 1kli ( pe11ry ohool) Tom La rti s, Pearl Thom s , Henry 'chulte 

Fl :tnt River (Town H 11, est Burlin tpn) R ymond Smith, Fred Gross, 
Mn Bee 

Huron ( ro School) Ro ~rt ·chrock, Howe d sby, L. ·• Robertson 

Pleas nt Grove ( hal ter Hou e) Max Bohlen, Will Stucker, A. W• Oberman 

Tama (Dry Bra oh School) Loui s Thompson, Al Vicke.rd, Carl I. Walker 

Union ( r ush College School) Homer Woodward. Paul Smith, Withrow Roscum 

Wa hington (Ya mouth School) Joe Tonkinson, J. E. Horn, Kenneth Redfern 

Yellow Spring ( lediapoli City Hall) ll;ugh Ja ison, Floyd Brader, E. c. 
Messmer 

Ja.c son (North J ackson &chool) Joe art, Elmer Peg emiller, Wme 
Distelhurst 



There were 201 e oines County 1 d owner ho voted for the 
district whi le o ly voted gainst it. Three commissioners were 
e1eoted as follows, o h chrook or ~ uron. 108 votes; John L. Bla 1 
ot 1 nt Grove, 101 votes and dwi Cli ot Yellow prin with 
96 votes. Tally of votes indioating t e votes for the seven 

oommissione s is s be1o • 

To hip District 
For g inst 

Benton 11 Q, 

Burlington 21 0 

Concordia 1 0 

Danville & 
Augusta 19 1 

Jaokson 14 0 

Franklin 16 0 

Flint River ll 1 

Huron 20 0 

Ple sant GDove 17 0 

T 7 3 

Union 20 0 

e.shington 12 

Yellow <':' p ing 26 3 

TOTAL JOTES 201 8 
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sl arl Elijah, referendum 
and election supervisor f or 
proposed Des 1nes County 
Soil conservation Diatrio~. 


