weas you're tired of farm-
r thinking about restoring a

1d that has been drained??
»y our office and ask about
any different wetland pro-
+ available! Also, feel free
atact NRCS Wetland Spe-
Mike Webster in the New
ston Field Office (641-394-
or email> mike.webster
usda.goy) for additional
nation.
‘ontinuous CRP Shallow
r Area (CP-9) # Create a
ow water wetland (6-18"
), up to 10 acres per tract
' contract length is 10 years
rea must be cropland.
“ontinuous CRP Farmable
ands Pilot (CP27/28) -
I cropland areas (S acres or
that are wetland or prior

restored back (o Wetiany. Gun
ass buffer around
the wetland (up to 3 times the
wetland size or up to 150
whichever is greater), Not eligi-
ble if site is within 100-year
floodplain. CRP contract length
is 10-15 years and pays 20 per-
cent bonus + signing incentive
Great for those small wet nui-
sance areas such as peat beds
*Wetland Reserve Program
(WRP) - Eligible arcas are crop-
land and associated non-cropland
that can be restored to wetland
Area must have some drainage
manipulation (tiling, ditching,
diking, etc.) done in past in order
to be eligible. NRCS purchases a
permanent easement from the
landowner at the appraised land
value, or a 30-year easement at

also enroll &

Landaowner maintains
ownership with restrictic
future land use (no hayir
ing, farming, etc.). Unique areas
such as are also cligible
provided there has been some
manipulation/drainage. Good
option for larger wet areas such
as floodplains or bottomland
*Floodplain Easement Pro-
gram (EWP-FPE) - Similar to
WR-P except goal is to restore
floodplains. Eligible areas are
cropland and non-cropland areas
that are subject to frequent flood-
ing and flood damages. NRCS
purchases & permanent easement
(30 year easement is not an
option in EWP-FPE) from the
landowner at the appraised land
value. Landowner maintains
ownership with restrictions on
future land use (no haying
ing, farming, ctc.). Good option
for larger areas along major
streams that flood frequently
Planning on doing any
drainage or i
Before completin
or other \lf\l%x]\'l
please make sure you stop by our
office to discuss swampbuster
rules and regulations, and
request a certified wetland deter-
mination (if one has not been
done already). Remember, violas
ton of the swampbuster provis
ALLY

viiue
s on
a2

Fens™

any tling
activities,

sions can result in loss of
USDA Benefits!

New Farm Bill and conservation
n Tama County

By Jim Allen,

District Conservationist
The 2002 Farm Bill repre-
nts the single most significant
mmitment of resources toward
nservation on private lands in
ir nation’s history. The benefits
ill all be voluntary and include
st-share for the establishment
conservation practices, land
ntal, incentive payments and
chnical assistance. The pro-
ams that are expected to be
spular in Tama County will be
¢ Conservation Reserve Pro
ram (CRP), Environmental
uality Incentives Program
1QIP), Wildlife Habitat Incen-
ves Program (WHIP) and the
'w Conservation Security Pro-
am (CSP). Funding limits have
creased for all of these pro-
ams and we are lboking for-
ard to more participation

The CRP has been reautho
zed through 2007. One of the
ggest changes to the CRP 15 the
1gibility requirements for par
cipation, The previous Farm
ill allowed enrollment if the
nd was cropped 2 of the past §
cars. The new Farm Bill
quires the land to already have
crop history record in 4 of the 6

years prior to May 2002, This
means if it wasn't cropped in 4
of the last 6 years as of May
2002, it will NOT be eligible at
all during the Farm Bill period

Funding for EQIP has
increased from 1.3 billion in the
fast Farm Bill to 9 billion with
the 2002 Farm Bill. The cost
share ranges from 60-70 percent
for the establishment of prac
tices, with possible cligibility of
90 percent limited resource farm
ers and beginning farmers. Total
cost share and incentive pay
ments have been increased to
$450,000 per individual or entity
over the life of the Farm Bill,
before it was only $50.000. Pri
ority Areas are no lo
required, however, the locally
led work group may determine
areas of greater importance
throughout the county, possibly
directing more funds to these
areas

WHIP provides cost sharing
for people who own or control
land and want to develop and

improve wildlife habitat. Con
tracts will range between 5-10
years in length, depending on the

practice, and limited to $25,000
Based on the habitat, cach appli
cation must meet eligibility

requirements for the following
Woodlands, Grassland, Riparian,
Fen or Education. The funding
has increased tremendously with
the 2002 Farm Bill providing
$700 Million, compared to $50M
with the 1996 Farm Bill

The new program we a
planning to implement is the
CSP, possibly

spring of 2003

beginning in the
This is a volun
tary program that provides finan-
cidl and technical assistance for
the conservation, protection, and
improvement of soil, water
plant and animal life, and other
conservation purposes on piivate
lands. The program provides
payments for producers who
practice good stewardship on
their agricultural lands
incentives for those who want to
do more

An inventory will be conduct
ed 1o identify resource concems

air

and

and determine the extent of con
n treatment that is being

applied and maintained on the

producer’s land. Payments will

include

base payment deter

mined by the treatment level
maintenance payments for cur
rently applied conservation prac
tices hanced payments for

exceptional conservation efforts

Thursday,

January 30, 2003

ter in Tama County
ual Report-

Wetland Area North of Traer

Photos provided

JULY 2001 -

Held a free watermelon
feed at the Tama County Fair.

Funding received from
Ducks Unlimited and RC&D
for the Wetland Field Day
gehedufed for Aug. 10 and 11,
heé DiSteict contributed $100
or the Trees Forever field day
at was held July 26,
Pheasants Forever con-
ibuted $2,000 for the buffer
ogram. The District matched
funding amount,

AUGUST 2001 -
Wetland Restoration Field
ys were held Aug. 10 and

he Native grass no-till

| note was paid.

'The Regional CDI meeting

wis attended by Dan Bruene

Jody Kasal.

he District purchased a

bahner with the District lpgo

name.

SEPTEMBER 2001 -
:{ndividnnls from the Wolf

ek Watershed group
atended the meeting,
OCTOBER 2001 -

SWCD approved support
for wition cost for two teach-
ers to attend the Food, Land
and People workshop.

SWCD approved funding of
$50 for a team from Tama
County to attend the Envi-
rothon competition.

NOVEMBER 2001 -
$50 savings bonds were
awarded 4-H members that
participated in the Agriculture
and Natural Resource projects
at the Tama County Fair.
DECEMBER 2001 -

The annual report will
again be submitted in the
Tama County news supple-
ment in all local newspapers,
This report reaches 6.000
homes with no cost to the dis-
triet,

The District voted to con-

District Activities

tinue having the Grocery Sack
Recycling Contest for grades
three through five.

The Envirothon will be held
at Hawkeye Community Col-
lege.

Highbush Cranbesry shrubs
will'be given to all sixth-grade
Tama County students.

The District purchased an
answering machine for the
office, due to the lack of ade-
quate staffing.

JANUARY 2002 -

Wolf Creek Watershed
report was received by Jim
Allen, District Conservationist.
This watershed includes
222,213 acres.

John Weber has volun-
teered to be a member of the
RC&D board. He will be rep-
resenting the District as an
assistant commissioner.

FEBRUARY 2002 -

Contractors meeting will be
held Feb. 27 at the Nature
Center,

The district’s annual audit
was held.

MARCH 2002 -

A pre-proposal report on
the Wolf Creck Watershed was
submitted by Jim Allen.

CDI spring regional meet-
ing will be held in Tama
County at the Civic Center.

Contractors annual meeting
was held Feb. 27 with 42
attending.

Roger Platt will be retiring
April 1, 2002,

400 shrubs will be distrib-
uted during the week of Arbor
Day to 376 sixth-grade stu-
dents.

APRIL 2002 -

An IOWATER informa-
tional meeting will be held at
Otter Creek Lake Park Nature
Center on May 29.

An informational meeting
will be held on April 24 to
provide information on pre-

FY 2002

scribed burns. The District will
provide prescribed burn assis-
tance at a cost of $4 per acre
with 4 minimum fee of $50.

The District will purchase a
laptop computer, GPS system
and color printer for the office.

Trees and shrubs that were
sold by the District will be
sorted on April 9 and distrib-
uted on the next day. These are
being sorted at Dostal Con-
struction

MAY 2002 -

A newsletter is being sent
1o all landowners regarding the
Otter Creek Water Quality
project.

A draft of the final report
for the Otter Creck Water
Qu.ah(y project has been sub-

mitted.

The Wolf Creek Water
Quality proposal was sent.
There were 44 applications.

Conservation Award nomi-
nees were selected.

Pond sites at the Sac and
Fox will be constructed this
sumimer.

The team from Northwood
Kensett was the first place
award winner at the annual
Envirothon competition held at
Hawkeye Community College.

The Wolf Creek Project
Coalition Committee sent a
letter to the legislative repre-
sentatives to request the fund-
ing of the Wolf Creek Water
Quality project.

The conservation awards
banquet will be held Nov. 20.

Free Watermelon Feed will
again be held at the Tama
County Fair on July 21.

The District will participate
in the Ag in the Park which
will be held at the Dysart Park

700 CRP status reviews
haye been completed since
January. There are 400 that arc
left to be completed.

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program

y Jason Gritsch,
D‘\R w dhl'e \pumh\l

The USDA's Wildlife Habitat
Incentives Program helps
landowners to enhance and
develop wildlife habitat on their
property. The Natural Resources
Conservation Service works
with landowners to develop
wildlife habitat plans and pro
vides cost share to implement
wildlife habitat management
prictices

The WHIP program in lowa
targets three main habitat types:
woodlands, grasslands and ripar-
ian areas and fens. Under The

WHIP program landowners will
receive 75 percent cost-share for
implementing practices such as
planting native vegetation,
enhancing woodlands ~and
streambank restoration

Contracts last between 5 and
10 years depending upon the
practices installed. There is a
$25.000 cost share limit per con:
tract

Eligible Practices:
Brush Management
Forest Stand Improvement
Prescribed Burning
Tree and Shrub Establish
ment
Upland

Wildlife Habitat

Management
Pasture and Hayland Planting
Prescribed Grazing
Fencing For Livestock Exclu-

sion
Conservation Cover
Critical Area Planting
Streambank and Shoreline

Protection
Wetland Restoration

Enhancement
Lands currently enrolled in

CRP are not eligible for WHIP

funds. If you have any ques

tions, stop into the NRCS office
in Toleco or contact Ja

Gritsch Wildlife Specialist at

641-484-8153

and

son
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“What it means to be a Commissioner for the
Tama Soil and Water Conservation District

By Jefl

Bruene

Becom-
ing a soil
COMMISSIOn:
er an
important
job to me
My family
has always been involved and con
cemed about preserving the stew-
ardship of the land and has passed
this appreciation on to me. Each
generation is only on this earth for
a short period of time, borrowing
the use of the land, and it is a must
that we each do our part to care for
and preserve the land for future
generations. 1 look forward to
being a soil commissioner to help
miake this generation more award
of this beautiful land we live on.

commission-
er of the
Tama Coun-
ty Soil and
Water Con-
servation
District is
voluntary, and | receive much in
retum other than monetary reward.
1 learn conservation practices that |
am able to incorporate in my farm-
ing operation. | was already per-
forming a lot of these practices,
but after touring Tama County, I
was able to see how I could
improye or enhance some prac-
tices, For example, with a mini-
mal amount of maintenance the
life of the waterways on my farm
will be extended by many years,
When 1 toured Tama County, the
differences in well maintained
waterways versus others were
apparent. The best reward is meet-
ing the knowledgeable and friend-
ly people of Tama County.

I participated in the final phase
of the Otter Creek Watershed Pro-
ject, and felt that past and present
commissioners, along with the
landowners of the Otter Creek
Watershed, did make a difference

in a very beautiful and useful park.
I personally enjoy using the park
and its facilities,

It is important that 1 participate

in an organization that promotes
conservation practices that
improve or maintain our precious

natural resourc I believe it is
unfair for this generation 10 mine
or destroy th natural resources
and leave our children and grand-
children to clean up our misuse of
natural resources.

By David
Beane:
As a soil

and water
COmImission-
er I have
become
more award
of the way
that I farm. 1
am now watching the way that we
spray and mow around waterways
1o protect them, grassed huull.mds
are maintained where needed, con-
touring and maintaining of residue
on sloping soils and pasture rota-
tion of cows,

One of the duties of commis-
sioners is education. The outdoor
classroom for clementary students
to show them how to protect the
soil and water is one project.
Another enjoyable part of this job
is going around the county to pick
winners for our conservation
awards banquet. We see most
farms that are doing a good job of
conserying soil and water but there
are also some problems, so we
need to keep working to improve
these.

By Stan

Dostal:

Getting
involved in
soil conser-
vation start-
ed long
before 1
became ' a
district com-

missioner seven years ago. I feltit
was my duty to keep the land in as
good of shape or better for my

Cuts Through Mud, Dirt,
And All Kinds Of Soil

GOODYEAR RADIAL
NO-RISK OFFER

Bonnie Murty, office assistant; Ann Smith, county extension
education director and Linn Farley, food and nutrition program
assistant. Not pictured: Jackie Skala, 4-H coordinator.

IOWA STATE FXTENSION OFFICE STAFEF: Left to right,

1] 1 e e

105 State - P.O. Box 15, Tama, lowa 52339
1-800-447-3202 » 641-484-3202

BEAR’S, INC.

COMPLETE
TIRE SERVIC

Goodyear. As American As'Farming.

NORTHERN SUN-PRINT

children or grandchild
found it. i
Serving as a cor
know the role and res
10 provide leadership for locs
servation efforts. Being
ble for initiating and carrying|
district conservation program:
coordination with other 810U
Commissioners need stmeglcx ¥
cope with various types of cor™
flicts they encounter in their worky
These conflicts may include d;[fcr{
ences between landowners over
soil loss complaints. The district
commissioners need (o have good
relationships with local legislators
to support local goals.

Over the years I have seen
some interesting, rewarding, and
educational programs, such as the
grocery sack decorating contest,
5th grade outdoor class day at the
Otter Creek Lake, and the Envi-
rothon for the high school stu-
dents. Another is the buffer initia-
tive serving as a filtering device
before water enters a main stream.
These buffers also serve as
wildlife habitat. The wetland
restoration is another good pro-
gram. The water is held on the
land while it is being filtered into
the soil. The district’s tree sale
program has encouraged more tree
plantings. The backyard conserva-
tion programs have been of inter-
est to the rural and urban conser-
vationist, These are a few of the
many programs provided by the
soil and water conservation dis-
trict. These programs are not just
for landowners. Some of these
programs are for the youth as well
as urban dwellers.

We need to protect our farm-
land. An average of 666,000 acres

« of prime farmland is converted to
.nonagricultural uses each year.
This amounts to more than 70
acres per hour. Paved areas gener-
ate 16 times more runoff than open
lands.

Towa is a leader when it comes
to soil and water conservation.
Soil conservation does not just
happen, it takes effort.

Conservation compliance
is required

You are required to follow a
conservation plan that controls
sheet and rill eroSion ahd
ephemeral gully erosion on HEL
land. Ignoring your conservation
plan could cause you to lose your
federal farm program payments
from FSA.

Cost share is available to
install many conservation prac-
tices. You may sign up for cost-
share at the NRCS office.

The most common problems
causing compliance violations
are:

a. Grassed waterways that
have not been installed or prop-
erly maintained.

b. Excess tillage resulting in
inadequate ground cover.

¢. Crop rotation scheduled
with meadow and FSA cropping
history showing only corn &
soybeans.

d. Straight row farming rather
than contouring.

e. Grassed headlands that are
not established or have end rows
planted parallel with them

DO NOT RISK LOSING
YOUR FEDERAL FARM PRO-
GRAM SUBSIDY PAY-
MENTS.

L

Tama SWCD
tree sales

The Tama Soil and Water
Conservation District will
again be selling trees, shrubs,
nut tree, shade tree and
wildlife shrub packages.
These trees need to be pur-
chased in bundles of 25.

Can’t use that many trees or
shrubs? Perhaps you have a
neighbor or a friend that would
like to split a bundle with you.

These trees and shrubs are
bareroot seedlings anywhere
from 6 to 24 inches tall.

Order blanks can be
obtained at the NRCS office
located at 203 W. High St.,
Toledo.

The income from these trees rbhurq

snd shrubs enable the District
to have the Annual Outdoor
Classroom, sponsor the gro-
cery sack recycling contest,
provide conservation educa-
tion booklets to elementary
students, Arbor Tree distribu-
tion to all 6th grade students in
Tama County, sponsor the
Envirothon held annually at
the Hawkeye Community Col-
lege, hold a Conservation
Awards Banquet in the fall,

etc.

If you need more informa-
tion call the office at 641-484-
2702.

Termaces - 3150 A

Water & Sedlmenl Control
asins -

thlands- (CRP-9 & 23)

22

We Salute

the

Tama County

Soil & Water

Conservation

District
and
the conservation

efforts of the
landowners
in Tama County

|Poweshiek Water|
| Association

Brooklyn Office -

641-522-7416

E.Q.LP.

By Soil Conservation
Technician, Chester Worden

EQIP stands for Environmen-
tal Quality Incentive Program. It
is a federally funded cost-share
program, administered by the
NRCS with bills being
processed and paid through
FSA. Cost-share incentives are
given to land owners/operators
to help them do proper land and
livestock management practices
to reduce soil erosion, keep our
water clean and improve
wildlife. It has been used some
in the past four years, but Con-
gress put more emphasis on it in
the 2000 Farm Bill.

Most past federal conserva-
tion programs are mandated to
be basically the same all over
the United States. EQIP was set
up so each county has a locally
led group to set county conser-
vation priorities within the fed-
eral guidelines and rules. Tama
County EQIP group consists of
Jim Allen, NRCS District Con-
servationist chairman. Other
members are Tama County Soil
& Water Commissioners - Dave
Beane, Stan Dostal, Jody Kasal,
Rollie Hanes, Jeff Bruen: and

e i

_Long, FSA direc:
© mittee maﬁWﬁ “Tini Hines,
Georgette Edel ‘and Sharon
Early; Bob Etzel, Tama County
Conservation director; Carolyn
Adolphs and Jim Little, Conser-
vation Board members. Also on
the Committee are DNR repre-
sentatives Rick Trine, Wildlife;
Bob Hibbs, Forestry; Jason
Gritch, Buffers; Tony Jesina of
Farm Credit and State Senator
Lance Horbach. Members from
Tama County Agricultural
Organizations are Dave Meg-
gers of Pheasants Forever, Dave
Calderwood of Pork Producers
and Lance Wauters of Beef Pro-
ducers.

This Committee has met, set
county priorities and cost-share
amounts and sent this proposal
to the NRCS State Office for
possible approval. After this
approval is gotten and Congress
appropriates EQIP funds for this
fiscal year, then some of the 314
current applications in our
office can be funded. It is taking
longer to get funds this first year
of the new Farm Bill. Hopefully
that will be made easier and
faster in the future.

Two other items are different
about EQIP. Larger projects
may be able to be done all at
once as there aren’t as many
limits on amount per producer
like we have on the State Cost-
Share Program. Multiple prac-
tices are spread over a three-
year plan with Conservation
Contracts between the govern-
ment and producers used. The

,FSA, Com,

other different item is that
ranking system is used for eac
application to show how th
application helps with impro®
ing water quality, soil erosion « §
wildlife, Some of the rankin
criteria for water quality a n
application quality are prope
manure storage and fertilize
and chemical management. Pr
ority is also put on certain arez
where the streams and lakes a
already polluted more: Pasturin
practices that use rotational pac
dock grazing and keeping cattl
out of streams are also encous
aged for water quality. If a pre
ducer sets aside a small acreag |
for wildlife, that increases you
points. The more sod cons
tion practices a farmer uses §
if the practices include
entire tract gives more point:
for soil erosion. This rankin)
system helps put the mo§

'
r
o

where it does the most g
environmentally.

The Tama County Ef
Practices based on percent o
cost-share are: Streambank
bilization, Wetland Creat
Terraces, Ponds, Gully Co
Structures, Grassed Wale
Water & Sediment Con

e, Basins, Pasture & Haylanc

Plantings, Grass Filter St
Riparian Tree Bullers, Wi
break/Shelterbelt Establishiment
Tree Planting and Manure Stor
age Facilities, Cost-share ranges
are between 75 and 25 percent |
Practices cost-shared on a per 1
acre basis are: No~TiII(S!rir“
Till/Ridge Till, Contob
Stripcropping, Grazing Pladis.
Nutrient & Pest Management |
and Manure Munagement =
Application Systems.
If you think you might quali-
fy for EQIP cost-share, applica
tions are available at the Tama
County NRCS Office. If EQIP
isn't for you, the office staff can
help decide if other programs
are bertter suited for your con
servation needs.

URAL RESOU
Gritsch.

Soil and Water
Conservation Practices
Benefit Generations
To Come!

servation efforts

Tama County Pheasants Forever will
be planting thousands of trees and
shrubs this spring as part of our con-

* We Need You!

Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, FFA,
Camp Fire and your parents!
Call Todd Karr, President
641-499-2142 or
Dave Meggers 319-478-8650 to coordinate

Need a
project for
your service

group?




CONSERVATION
Mike is a Biology

FEACHER AWARD/MI

feacher at the North Tama High School.

approach ta conseryation education has been to infuse it into lln-
curri m through the activities and materials that he has
obtained in ¢ i workshops, He has tried to include as

many of the o1 aetivities as possible, He looks for real
world applications that can be used by the students to give more
meaning to the work that they are daing. Mike has served as a
reviewer of the IOWATER Secondary Educator’s Module that
was reviewed in December of 2001, He has served as an Assis-
tant Scontmaster for Troop 304 in Traer for the past three
years. During the past three years Mike stated that his Advanced
Biology class hus participated in the IOWATER program. The
students have heen monitoring Wolf Creek close to Traer. The
data that they collect has been entered into the state IOWATER
on-line datubase. I ton o the data being submitted to the
TOWATER site, the students prepare a project that is presented
{0 the North Tama County Community School Board. Mike and
his wife, Cindy Andres and Aaron. Both
children are attending Schouls

have two children,
North Tama

WILDLIFE AWARD/TONY HAYEK:
Farm all of his life. Barl
have 4 children. Christiy
came from i family of 1
priority for Tony

Fony lived on the
i Tony were married in 1979, They
i, Stan, Shellina and Janelle. Tony
hildren. Family has always been a top
interes bies were hunting, fish-
ing, cattle shows, youth group activities, camping, playing sports
in the frout yurd Dasket lioime conet. He bought his first
beef cows in 197 A the dairy berd. He farmed until 1996

Fony

became a certif ster. He Kept the cattle and operated
a Hunting Preserve, where phepsant, chukar and qu il-
able. Tony h d to the follawing organizations: Clutier
Cowboys and Cowgirls 4-H leader, Immaculate Conception
Parish member and past board, Served as a teen Encounter

Christ weeker \dvisor, Towa Cattlemens, Tama County
Cattlemen (past director), American Gelbyieh Association mem-
ber and pist boped member faws Gelbvieh Associat
president, Catholic Order of Foresters, K&D member

planted trees ¢ v oyeur, A0 not 100 - it was thousands. He totally
loved the soil and practiced minimum tillage as much as pos
ble. His love of wildlife has 1/2 of the farm in CRP, He also has
three ponds and a wettand on the farm. There is an 80-acre field

with buffer strips. Tlo was 2
blaster for finuncial res
but anyone knows his love
in the family furm
lived his entire life
June 16, 2002 at hi
place (one of th
most favorite da
Father's Day

favor

onds) on his

Openin
on Fridiy
ntral (

rain prices

& Associates |

Your Farm
Specialist for
Appraisals &
Real Estate!

221 E. High St

Tole
641-484-3105
1-800-555-1162

JOHN DEERE

THESE GREAT OFFERS ARE AVAILABLE NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 25, 2003 IR

‘Three great ways fo save on
John I)eem fillage tools! ‘ )
|
|

TR OPTION 1

e | OPTION2  Big cash discounts and f() r ;‘ll
‘ nterest-free financing
| until Nov. 1, 2003.
Dotets a2 b o OPTION3  Order now and get a y Ou r
ppre ‘ straight cash discount

primary tilage equipment! Or take advantage

| Sﬁ'ﬁ"%ﬁ'eﬂ‘b

_ Solid. Stable. Still John Deere.

Lo s
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bn Awards Banquet
ek Lake Park Nature Center

CONSERVATION TILLAGE AWARD/MARK DE
The Dengler farm consists of 590 acres. Mark uses no-
nearly all of the bean and commercial corn ac
mum till on the s ark and Sandy hav
children: Rachel, Derrick and Sean, The Dengler
have a dog by the name of Bailey, “The Wonder I
interests are watching his Kids participate in all types of activi
ties. Mark belongs to Zion Evange Lutheran Church, lowa
Soybean Association, lowa Corn Growers Association, Tama
County Cyclone Club and the North Tama Booster Club,

In the picture:
Jean Miller

LANDLORD/TENANT AWARD/JOHN & KATHY
WEBER: John stated that he and his wife, Kathy, have been
farming in northern Tama County since they graduated from
lowa State in 1971. They purchased their first farm in 1973 and
have built their operation
rented land. They raise commercial corn, seed corn and soy-
beans. Along with their row crop operation they feed out about
9.000 head of hogs per year.

LANDLORD/TENANT AWARD/ JEAN MILLER: Jean and
her husband moved to this farm in 1979. The 120 acres is a Cen-
tury Farm and is jointly owned by her sister, Jo Shannon. John
Weber began custom farming in 1996 and renting the ground in
1997. Both Jean's hushand, Art, and her late dad, Harry Kos-
nar were strong advocates of using conservation in farming. “So
when John brought up the subject of these conservation pro-
jects, it seemed the way to go.” Jean has four children: Tracy
Miller, Connie married (o Rick Neilson, Carol Miller, and son,
John Miller, Jean also has three grandchildren, Erick, Brynn
and Courtney Neilson of Wildwood, Mo. Jean’s hushand, Art,
passed away in October 1999,

Left to right Kathy Weber, John Weber &

COOPERATOR/
T()RMANEK' The
ing of 255 acres,
was purchased in 1995. Gene
and his wife moved to the farm
in 1996. Gene and his wife
have been married for 30 years
is date. They have 2 chil-
nd 3 grandchildren.
Gene's interests/hobbies are
fishing, hunting and football.
The organizations that Gene
belongs to are: Legion,
Knights, NRA, Ducks Unlimit-
ed and Pheasants forever.

FRIEND OF CONSERVATIO AWARD/LORE
DOSTAL: Loren Dostal is thi: 's Friend of Conservation
Award recipient. Loren has provided a1 building for the Dis-
trict’s annual tree sales that is held annually in the spring and
for the seed sales that the District held two years ago. Loren
enjoys fishing, family activities and downhill skiing. Loren is
owner of the general construction and excavating ¢
named Dostal Construction. Loren and Sara have three boys:
ace in sixth grade, Zach @ second grader and Jacob age 2.
The Dostals are members of 8 Patrick’s Church.

Services offered by
Tama County SWCD |
*Prairie Planting

*Drill: $26/acre, plus $50
Setup & Delivery Fee

More Conservation Awards on page 4C

o S |@ HORSE ‘ e

*Te eding M

*Pasture, CRP and Hayland
Secding with Del 2tace, e | (@ LIVESTOCK L SESSEY i Comrion mpl sy
$50 Setup/and Delivery Fee Tire & Repair ;‘:”.‘l’;‘;;"; L0
Will also Broadeast seed L

“Grassed Waterway Seeding: [ @ FLATBED 402 N. County Rd. |0y quiet flooring
1:.1:;/’1:'“,.,‘1.-?«. plus $50 Sctup ' Toledo, IA 52342 for the comfort & safety
and Delivery Fee imal

The District also does Pre ® ALUMINUM OR 641-484-6214 S youc e
scribed Burns at $5.00 per acre STEEL Randy & Connie S Sl ccom
with a minimum fee of $50.00 Zimmerman s g oo

If you would like to purchase
native grass, wildflower seed.

just call the District Office at
(641-484-2702) and it can be
ordered for you,

A PARTVNER For GROWTH

Get the capital you need to keep up with the farm trends of today.
We're your financial workhorse, with an entire banking staff at your
disposal. Call on us to assess your needs, we can provide what it takes
to make things work for you!

See Kelly

0% fixed-rate financing
for 5 years.

worth up to $1,504*
or more.

Financial
Needs!

e dealer announces . \
s 0% for 5 years on all new

l\( Ily Sn ulll

Box 309 * Toledo, lowa 52342 - (641) 484-2980

Huy UR
641 mntzs

800-873-5855

ST BANK HOURS MAIN BA
0-4:30 Mond

N Friday




PAGE 4C, THURS.,, JAN. 30, 2003

NORTHERN SUN-PRINT

_DYSART REPORTER _

STABLISHED WINDBREAK AWARD/KEITH & Si

8 ITH: Keith and Shelley have be

trict d Award reci This wi was plant-
ed in 1997 and consists of Blue Spruce and Austrees, Keith is a
farmer and enjoys hunting, fishing and family time at their
pond. He is a member of the Farm Bureau and vice president of
the Tama/Grundy Cyclone Club. Keith and Shelley have two
daughters, Keisha, age 12 and Tia, age 10. Both daughters are
attending Gladbrook/Reinbeck Schools.

RURAL
rell and L

‘onne Krafka: The Krafkas are interested in garden-
ining Ihur rrsldcnce mlh grren plan(_\ and ﬂowtrs.

') They also enjoy volunteering one day a week at the \'el-
Hospital in Towa City. Darrell is retired from farming and
works for the Belle Plaine School District. LaVonne is co-owner
of The Cottage, a consignment shop, in Belle Plaine,

ER INITIATIVE AWARD/ L ARRY AND .ILAN
VE _arry and Jean have lived at this farm for 44 plus years.
Ihe contour buffers were installed in 2000. The Vests have
always contoured and used conservation tillage for the past 22
years. Absent from the picture is Larry. He was unable to attend
the banquet.

b :
OWNER/OPERATOR AWARD/RANDY & JUDY W
TON: Randy and Judy haye lived on the farm for 30 y

beans. The balance of the acres are in hay and pasture to run
220 head of beef cows and 40 head of bred heifers. All soyh
are no-tilled into cornstalks or hay ground. 80% of the co;
no-tilled into bean stubble with the balance minimum-tilled.
They have installed several feet of grasshack terraces aml u.mr-

Tama County Publishing

" 220 W. 3rd Street ways. Some of the grass backspvere instal
Ty planted on the contour where possible. 3
r Fama, TA 52339 children: Andrea, Siel)hﬂnl!’l‘:ﬂl Linds They also have 2

grandchildren. The Weltons have a small herd of registered
Angus cattle. They also enpy traveling. Organizations that
Randy is a member of include: Tama County Farm Bureau,
Tama County Cattlemen's 3oard and board member of the
Grace Believers Church: of Tdedo, Randy received the Wes Fur-
rer Conservation Award in (991 for outstanding efforts in soil
conservation. This award was sponsored by the Farmers
National Company, Richard ', Hahn, President and CEO.

DOWNS

DoziNG SERVICE
Bulldozer, Track Hoe, Scraper Work,
Ponds, Tree Removal, Waterways,

b Fence Lines, Site Prep,
Demolition of Building Sites,
Basements Dug, Trenching

All Types of Dirt Work
FREE Estimates
Call Rick Downs

641-479-2712

641-484-2841 FAX 641-484-5705
editor@tamatoledonews.com
http://www.tamatoledonews.com

Conservation doesn’t cost
. . .it pays!

+Rugged punmvc 325, 4-stroke, air-
cooled

(PVT
il trud 4-wheel drive
Volf thumb

Magnum 4x4

USS POLARIS

408 N. County Rd., Toledo - 641-484-2540
Polaris ATVS may ot bo ridden by anyone under 16, and all riders should take a safety
course For salety and training Information, see your dealer o call Polaris ot 1-600-342-
3764, ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your saety always wear o helmat, eys prolec-
ion, protective clothing and never carry passengers
£199% Polwia Industries inc.

They farm 2200 acres with 800 acres in corn and 700 acres in

ELAINE MCANDREW:!
borders the nature trai
enjoyed the beauty of their \.|rd Elaine is ai
for SmulekofT's in Cedar Rapids.
pany.
Kelly.

nterior designer
Jim has his own painting com-
Kim, Karmen, Kamie and

They have four daughters:

"HOOL FFA | BERS (pictured {

above and below) provided the entertainment for the Conservas |
FFA ’ S

I

|

b

1

|

tion Awards Banquet. Their skit qualified for the

competition. The skit was about water quality issues. Each indi-
vidual in the skit portrayed people that would be involved in
such an issue,

GROCERY SACK ARTWORK: The first place award win-
ners present in this photo were given a free airplane ride over
Tama County compliments of pilots Jefl Else¢ and Jim Pippert.
They also were recognized at the Conservation Awards Banquet
and given a T-shirt with a transfer of th t work that was
done on a grocery sack. The individuals pictured left to right:
Zane Oldbear, Sac & Fox School; Cameron Wagner, North
Tama School and Rachel Bearden, Gladbrook Elementary.

Horbach Furniture Austin Motors Meskwaki Trading Post Big T Maid-Rite
Toledo - 641-484-2780 Toledo - 641-484-3502 Tama - 641-484-3303 Toledo - 641-484-3720
Manatt’s Doyle’s Pharmacy K & K Auto Body Independent Insurance Services
Tama - 641-484-4022 Toledo - 64]-484-3‘)06” Toledo - 641-484-6015 Toledo - 641-484-2140
 Marshalltown Medical Musgrave Motors Scharnweber’s Water Fareway -
and Surgical Center Michelle’s Styling Conditioning ra g
1-800.542-0014 641-484-3358 Toledo - 641-484-5214 Toledo - 641-484-3923 oledo-Tama - 641-484-3006
= - B Appraisal & Real Estate | gonkel Law Office Town & Country Veterinary Clinic {
ama County Publishing Services of Iowa ¥ Rick Cooper DVM
Tama - 641-484-2841 Toledo - 641-484-3248 Toledo - 641-484-8899 Tama - 641-484-4086 \
‘
Benda Ag Service _ Joanne Yuska Appraisal & Real Estate Buckingham Co-Op
3 Farm Bureau Insurance Services .
Elberon - 641-489-2946 Toledo - 641-484-4160 Traer -319-478-2990 e A Y |
Community Service Agency Inc. Dysart Reporter Farmer (‘ﬂ-()p Telephone Co. ]«:ikamp Insurance Agency !
| Dysart - 3194764470 Dysart - 319-476-3550 Dysart - 319-476-7800 Dysart - 319-476-4590 ‘

I5.C. Concrete & Masonry| Dysart Tire & Service
; Dysart - 319-476-5822 Dysart- 319-476-3977

Dysart -

Farmers Lumber Co.
319-476-2180

Farmers Mutual
Insura

nce Assn.
1 lr(ur- 319-47 I
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Tama County MAGISTRA

‘l'heu cases appeared before
istrate John Willett in the
County Maglsu-aie Court
’flednesday 11.

Deborah Ann Youngbear,
52, Toledo, pleaded guilty to the
charges of failure to obey stop
sign and failure to prove security
against liability.

The charges were filed Nov.
I8 at 4:53 p.m. at Fee Street and
Ist Avenue in Toledo by Toledo
Police Officer William Heber.

Youngbear was fined $285
with $85.50 surcharge, plus $30
court costs,

Michelle S. Goodman 0

These cases appeared beff
Magistrate Ann Kuhter in
Tama County Magistrate Ca
Friday, Dec. 20.

Gaylen Morgan, 52, Taxg
failed to appear on the charges
open container and interfered
with official acts.

The charges were filed Ag
22 at 1:36 a.m. at Meskw
Road in Tama County by Taf
County Deputy Wesley Sebetd

The court issued a cons
Judgement and the defendant
fined $350 with $105 surchar]

plus $40 court costs and |
=RETS O

FSA STAFF IN THE USDA SERVICE CENTER: Front row,

left to right, Karla Novotny, Joyce Wiener, Dianne Pokorn,

Nancy Smith, Barb Hempy, Second row, left to right, Gene
Long, Shelley Cruikshank, Deb Malone, Bill Riley, Frances

Bacon and Nikki Novak,

1999-2000 Allocation =

Obligated $130.690.89

Ending Bal. = § 3407.17

REAP-®  Allocation = $6,806.00

Obligated $4,121.53

Recalled $2.684.47

Ending Bal -

REAP-F Allocation $1727.00

Obligated $1701.75

Recalled $ 2500

| Ending Bal $ -0-

|

District Employee Fund

Beginning Balance $10417.31

Expenses $22,514.16

Income $16,189.26

Ending Balance $ 4.09241

Certificate of Deposit $5,606.19

TAMA SOIL & WATER

CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Treasurer’s Report for FY 2002
July 1, 2001 to June 30, 2002

1M Fund

Beginning Balance $1,500.00
Supplemental Allocation $ 920.00
Commissioner Expenses $ 956.40
CDI & NACD Dues $ 700.00
Office Supplies & Printing S 45058
Recalled $ -0-

I11-M State Cost Share Budgets
2001-2002 Allocation = $59,535.00
Obligated = $58,460.22
Ending Balance = $ 1,074.78
2000-2001 Allocation = $81,534.93
Obligated = $80,186.09
Ending Bal. = $1,074.78

$134.,098.06
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TRAER STAR-CLIPPER

By Mark Pokorny, warm the ground and reduces the
District Employee amount of plant litter that can
——— smother g plants, Buming

Prairie plantings haye many
positive benefits to wildlife, the
land and us, Native grassesy
including switchgrass, have &
deep root system that keeps soil
loss to a minimum. The tall grass
makes excellent habitat cover for

a variety of wildlife. These aré, ————

excellent areas for hunting and
other types of natural recreation
that can be enjoyed for years 0
come

Many landowners are hesitant
about using native grasses in theit
CRP fields. You hear of failed
seedings, thin stands, expensive
seed and all the weeds. Under-
standing establishment and man-
agement should overcome these
misconceptions.
uccessful seeding can be
done at different times of the
year. Traditional spring seeding 1S
probably the most common that
comes to mind. Late fall seeding
appears to give a wider variety of
species an equal start, especially
when wildflowers are used in the
mix. Frost seeding in late winter
or early spring can be done with
good success as well

Site preparation is a very
important step in getting prairie
species established, A firm
seedbed is needed for all planting
methods. Planting depth of a
quarter-inch deep with some seed
visible on top is ideal. If planting
into existing CRP or sod, it is best
if you can keep the residue to 8
minimum. By mowing off in late
summer, letting the grass grow
back and spraying with a burn-
down herbicide prior to a killing
frost, will give you the best
results for an ideal seedbed in a
Seeding can then
or spring with
a no-till drill. The Tama SWCD
has a native no-till drill available
to do this service.

Controlling weeds the first 2
years after seeding is also very
important. Native grasses do not
germinate until early summer
when it gets warm, That is why
they are sometimes called “warm
season grasses”. Many of the
early gra s, or “cool season
grasses”", and broadleaf weeds are
already growing before the natije
grasses even begin to emerge.
They need sun light to grow. That
is why it is critical to mow these
areas off to a 6-inch stubble carly
and often to keep the weeds in
check. This will also keep the
fodder to a minimum and prevent
smothering out newly germinat-
ing native plants. Mowing at least
3 umes the first year would be
ideal. The stand should be evalu-
ated the second year to determine
if mowing is necessary.

Mowing once or twice is usu-
ally the case. There are chemicals
that are labeled for many prairic
plant species. This could be a
good alternative if you have
severe weed pressure or if mow-
ing is not practical for you. Make
sure your seeding plan is a chemi-
cally tolerant mix. It may take 2-5
years for a prairie to become fully
established.

Periodic management of an
established prairie by doing a
controlled burn will stimulate
new plant growth and ensure a
good stand. Burning helps to

will also help weeds and volun-
teer trees in check. Burning will

ie restorations

benefit the site the most if it is
done in late April or early May
Please contact our office to devel-
op a bumn plan prior to performing
a bumn.

Getting a tall grass prairie
takes some effort. Planning and
management are the keys to hav-
ing a successful prairie restora
tion. Good Luck!

Sac and Fox complete construction

) By Larry Jones, NRCS
Soil Conservation Technician

Construction has been complet-
ed on four grade stabilization struc-
tures located in the imbered area of
the south farm. These were built as
4 solution to a soil loss complaint
that was filed against the tribe in
1993. The severe erosion occurming
in the gullies on the south farm led
10 excessive sediment deposition in
the drainage ditches and road ditch-
s downstream.

In 1993 the tribe worked with
the Natural Resources Conservi-
tion Service (NRCS) to develop a
plan to slow and impound water to
solve the gully erosion problem.
The plan included four grade stabi-
lization structures, or ponds, which
were surveyed and designed by the
NRCS. The tribe was also
approved by the Towa Deg

on the settlement a wetland was
required 10 be relocated. This was
accomplished by excavating the
site and moving the soil from the
existing wetland to the new foca
tion, which was approximately 200
feet away, The vegetation has suc-
cessfully returned to the wetland
and it is functioning as designed.

The tribe developed one EQIP
contract and one WHIP contract in
2002. The EQIP money will be

used o install 6.1 acres of grassed
walterways on farmland, and the
WHIP money is planned for some

seeding the area to attract water-
fowl

T oRToN
|87 BUILDINGS

Marshalitown Construction Center statf,
left o right, Greg Davidson, Jean
ffeidt, and Dan Petrie

Check Our

Call us toll-free at
800-447-7436 ext. 377
or at 641-752-6337
1304 lowa Ave. Marshalltown, IA

of Agriculture and Land Steward-
ship (IDALS) Division of Soil
Conservation to receive cost share
money to install the structures.

The construction began Sept. 5
and was completed Noy. 15, 2002
As a result, the ponds will provide
over 4.0 acres of surface water,
which will reduce the gully erosion
and improve habitat for wildlife. It
is a goal of the Natural Resources
Department to stock the ponds with
fish at the appropriate time. We will
also plant some shrubs and trees in
the areas that were cleared to build
the ponds, as well as install some
trails to allow full use of the area.

During new road construction

’ CHRVSLER

NOW $1

Only 54K Miles!
1996 Taurus SE Limited
Was 56,566
NOW $5,966
Suntoof & Leather!
1952 Chevy Asto CL EXt
Was $4,766
NOW $3,766
Very nice van!

Jeep Cherokee Sport
Was $13,966
NOW $12,766°
€D « Remotes!
b4 2000 Dodge Grana
Caravan Sport
JUST IN!!

1999 300M by Chrysler
Was $13,966

2,966

Classic Perlormance!

998 Chey Blzer 1S
:IOW 56.766

+ Aed + $A
Was $17,966

NOW $16,766'
V10 3+ Only 35k

Low Mbes + Economy Drving|

Size: Starting at:  Deluxe Model:
24x30 $ 8,400 $10,300
30x45 $11,500 $13,900
24x30 $17,300 $19,950
54x75 $25,700 $28,990

inter Discounts

EASTERN IOWA 'S MOST EXPERIENCED CHRYSLER * DODGE* JEEP STORE
CHEVYS, FORDS, LINCOLNS
MERCURYS & SATURNS!
GOOD trade-ins gotta go!
AS LOW AS $2,566

2002 Dodge NeonSedan
Was $10,966

1995 Grand Prix SE Sedan

1998 Dodge smm S
NOW 31,966
Low ks + Immacudite Owner
1997 Lincoln Continental
Was $9,966

NOW $9,566
Fwd class in silver|
e
2001 Ram 2500 4x4 SLT
Was $24,966
NOW $24,266°
Cummins Quad Cab
2000 Ram 2500 4x4 SLT
Was $20,966
NOW $20,766*

V10 Quad Cab - only 40K

Was 56,966
NOW $6,266'
Vary Nica One Ownerl
98 Ovysr Town & Cowty L1
Was $16,966

NOW $16,266"

Fine luxury van!

e
1998 Dodge Ram 1500
Was $14,966

NOW $13,966°

SLT Loaded + 360 CID
—
2002 Ram 1500 SLT

Was
NOwW

Ouad Cab + Great Optons!

2001 Focus SE by Ford
Was $10,966
NOW $9,566"

4

Economy $a

Dodge
Was $12,966
NOW $11,966
g Ol Fickty oty
1993 c'mysmm.

SLT 2 Wheeler
2000 Ford F150 XLT
Was $15,965

524,966
$24,766* | NOW $14,

" Sale prices reflect no trade-in, cash & drive, rebates included!

1-800-373-2345
BELLE PLAINE 444-2163

LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF BELLE PLAINE

8 g
O HINSON  imsps gt

SAVE HUNDREDS ON USED * GREAT SELECTION * GREAT PRICES * CRYSLER * DODGé » JEEP +

* GREAT ¢ CARS * GREAT TRUCKS * GREAT SERVICE *

Schmitz Construction

Goos Implement

F&M Bank

Benda’s Bulldozing

Gladbrook - 641-473-2403 Ron & Julie - 641-473-3242

| Gladbrook - 641-473-2209 Gladbrook - 641-473-2023

Wrage Realty
Dysart - 319-476-7070

Clearline Cutlery
Traer - 319-478-2858

Wieck Bros Oil Co.
Traer -319-478-2190

Wauters Electric
Dysart - 319-476-5070

Wright Pharmacy
Traer - 319-478-8711

Dysart Clinic
Dysart - 319-476-4000

Chronicle Office Supply
Tama - 641-484-2841

Iowa Builders Supply
Gladbrook - 641-473-3037

Holmes Welding &

Fabrication
Traer - 319-478-2421

Larry’s Plumbing &

Heating
Traer -319-478-2404

Carl Luze Real Estate
Dysart - 319-476-4949

Farmers Saving Bank & Trust
| Traer- 319-478-2148

Sunnycrest Nursing

Center
Dysart - 319-476-2400

Pioneer Hi-Bred Int. Inc
Dysart - 319-476-2390

Jon’s Barber Styling
Traer - 319-478-8071

‘1 L.L. Owens & Associates
Traer - 319-478-2710

Traer Cabinet &
Construction
Traer - 319-478-8635

Tama Benton Co-Op
Dysart - 319-476-3666

Traer Star - Clipper

Traer - 319-478-2323

Sunrise Hill Care Center
Traer- 319-478-2730

Third Base

Traer - 319-478-8032

Teddy’s

Clutier - 319-479-2550

Vokoun Co.

Traer - 319-478-2261

Van’s Locker

Dysart - 319-476-3500 &




