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YearOUs is· Woodland Owner·of the Year 
Stan Yearous believes 

conserving and managing 
woodlands ·goes hahd-in-hand 
with preventing farm erosion. 

Filtering decaying species of 
timber on his 520 acre farm east 
of Wadena, all while planting a 
new crop of ash, oak and walnut 
has provided a balanced breed 
of woodlands. The benefits are 
endless, he says. 

"The value of timber itself 
makes it so worth getting a 
management plan," Yearous 
says. ''Marking (and harvesting) 
undesirable trees helps the 
desirable trees grow better." . 

Little has changed at the 
wooded homestead Yearous has 
called home for nearly 50 years. 
That's because he harvests some 
trees almost annually. 

"I harvest trees almost every 
year. Harvesting goes right along 
with planting. I've planted a lot of 
trees, and l 'm going to continue." 

In all, Yearous tends to over 
90 total acres of woodlands on his 
farm. . 

In 1986, Stan began following 
the terms of_ his first written 
management plan. He did a 

selective harvest on 36 acres, 
incluqing four acres of clear­
cutting.· The harvest measured 65 
million board feet (MBF). 

Later in 2002, he worked 
with District Forester Gary 
Beyer , to · revise his existing 
plan: That year, he clear-cut 36 
acres of predominantly red oak, 
approximately 115 MBF. · 

In 2003, he removed five 
acres of undesirable species. Two 
years later he removed 16 acres of 
undesirable species in preparation 
for tree planting. The same year 
he released 21 acres of new crop. 

The process, called Timber 
Stand Improvement (TSI), allows 
healthy, more desirable trees to 

. fully grow. 
"At a certain point, the 

undesirable ttees prevent the others 
from growing," says Yearous. 

His new cropr includes seye 
acres of direct seeded ash, oak and 
walnut in 2000. Two years later, 
Yearous planted ·16 acr-es of oak 
and walnut in a harvest area. In 
2005, he created a riparian buffer 
over seven acres in a pasture area. . 

Yearous' plan also consisted of 
fencing off seven acres around his 

riparian buffer, and an additional 
six acres of woods in 1995. 

.He enrolled 145 acres into the 
wetland reserve program in 2000.1 

Holdip.g a deep respect for 
his woodland, Yearous has done 
the majority of the work himself. · 
He's attended many forestry field 
days and seminars to gain further 
knowledge of forest management. 
He says he considers the woodlands 
an integral part · of · his farm, 
providing erosion control, wildlife 
habitat and personal recreation. 

"It's a long-term investment for 
me and my family," he says. 

Yearous suggests keeping 
cattle out of farm woodlands, 
and urges other farmers to create 
management plans. He gives a 
lot of credit to Beyer for helping 
him create the best plim for his 
woodlands. 

"Gary has been great with 
leadership and advice, and he has 
helped a lot of people just like 
me. I urge people to work with a 

. forester. It can save a lot of money 
to take care of trees." 

Stan lives at his rural Wadena:, 
farm· with his wife, Cynthia. 

Sammv Jo Massman awarded 
Soil and Water Scholarship · ·. 

Sammy Jo · ,., ,
0 

• . • • earned her the studymg Ag Business. In a year, . 
Massman of 2007 . Fayette Massman will transfer to Iowa 
rural Ossian Soil . and Water State University to earn a four-
knows it's Conservat io n year degree in Ag Business, with 
important to · · Schol&rship. an emphasis on soil conservation. 
protect the land Her goal: to help farmers attain 
farmers use A 2006 North their goals. · 
every day. Fayette graduate, "What draws me to these·areas 

"The reason Massman is are the needs for improvements in 
I think that, is, the daughter fields, water ways, and terraces," 
I look at all the of Jerome she .says. "I've made my career 
farms in my and Brenda goal kind of broad to a point. An 
area and see Massman. ag business can relate to a thousand 
how much work jobs." 
they need. A~ea Sammy Jo Massman received this Sam~y Jo left ~assmansayss~e'sconsidering 
farms are gettmg , S .1 d ,vr t S h 1 h" her h1gh school · stanng a career m the Natural 

h . years ot an wa er c o ars tp. h FF'A "d R C · s · · to t e pomt , . . t e pres1 ent esource onservatlon er.v1ce 
where they either She s current,y studytng Ag Bust-- and chairman of (NRCS) or the Farm · Serv_ice 
have trouble n~ss at Northeast ~owa Comm?"- three standing Agency (FSA). 
with not eno\}gh ntty College, and tn a y~ar ';til c o m m i t t e e s . Growing up in northern Fayette 
fer t i 1 i z at ion, transfer to Iowa State Untverstty. When she wasn't County and southern Winneshiek, 
or tremendous She'~ the daughter of Jerome ~nd involved in Massman developed a job resume 
erosion problems Brenda Massman, rural Ossian. track, l;?asketball, milking and doing chores on 
in their fields." softball and the Knutson Bros. farm south 

This realization has led her to FCCLA at school, she remained an of Ossian, caring to a 180 dairy 
pursue career goals in agriculture avid outdoors-woman and farmer. cow set up. . She's also worked 
business and soil conservation, She currently attends Northeast on the Dave Lyons farm. She's 
and her hard work and broad . Iowa Community Co1lege, involved in church and community 
knowledge of farmland has MASSMAN, continued on page 24 

Stan Yearous, . 
pictured 
with his wife, 
Cynthia,, has 
been named 
the 2006 
Woodland 
Owner of 
the Year by 
the Fayette 
County Soil 
and Water 
Conservation 
District. 
Since 1986, 
Yearous has 
kept 92 acres 
of woodlands 
on his rural 
Wadena 
farm under 
a written 
management 
plan. 

Nearing 50 vears and holdirig 
By ·william Bennett 

In 1962,myfatherCleveBennett 
and I were having a problem With a 
great deal of er-osion on a farm we 
had purchased in ·1959. When, we 
were cultivating or harvesting, we 
would come to ditches we ·could 
not cross with our equipment or 

· we would damage the equipment. 
we· talked to 1-Ioward Boyle a Soil 
Conservation Service technician 
and he recommended we construct 
terraces. We weren't sure -that 
was a good · idea. Our neighbor 
Harold Strong (one of the Fayette 
·Soil Conservation Districts first 
three commissioners) had built 
terraces with a plow. They were 
very difficult to farm because they 
varied so much in width between 
the terraces. At some places you 
could only plant two rows of corn 
and at other places it was about 
fifty rows or more. 

Howard told they- had a new 
style of terraces called . parallel 
grass back slope terraces with tile 
outlets for the run off water and that 
you ctit off hills and filled valleys 
when you constructed them. These 
terraces leveled the land and were 

easier to farm because they cut out 
most ofthe point rows. We decided 
to construct this type 9f terrace · 
on about twenty acres. Our first 
problem was that no one in Fayette 
County knew how to lay them 
out. Clayton County had a person 
that knew -how, S.? that problem 
was solved. Granger Construction 
constructed them with scrapers 
and dozers push soil up hill and 
hauling soil off knolls to build 
the structures. Dad and I installed 
the tile intakes, using ten gallon 
milk cans with cut outs to connect 
the corrugated steel pipe with 
holes punched in them to the clay 
drainage tile. The qms were filled 
with concrete to hold everything -
tog~ther. The front slopes of the 
terraces were fifteen feet wide 
and the intak;es were placed about 
sixteen feet from the edge of the 
terrace. We were ' pleased with the 
results of our efforts. 

The first year we found we 
had made a mistake in the way 
we constructed the terraces. We 
had a very poor yield on the crops 
that were planted were had taken 
soil off to construct the terraces. 

NEARING, continued on page l~ 
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Postville Farmers 
Co-Op Societv 

\ (563) 864-7234 

"We want to earn YOUR business" 

Modei 620r 
• 20 hp air-cooled Kohler Command 

horizontal crankshaft gas engine 
·&dual element eir cleaner 

• 44~~ , 48" and 52" cutting widths 
• Optional PowerFold® (48" & 52" deck) 

• Optional PowerVa<f~ Collection Systems 
• Year-round implements 

DIRECT DRIVE CONFIGURATION 
ISO-MOUNTED FRAME 
MORE POWER TO DECK 
LONG-RUNNING PERFORMANCE 

Grasshopper introduces the revolutionary 
DuraDrive™ ln~Line Drive System co­
designed with Parker specif ically for mowing 
applications using components and a design 
that transmits mower engine power to the 
mowing deck. 

For years Grasshopper owners have 
described the value they get from their 
machine. Discover this and more with Your 
NextMowe~. 

Av€Jilable with exclusive 
PowerFokf' Oeck 

\, 

Drilling's ~) 
All Season Sports ~~ 

2355175th St., Calmar uoURN. E. ·XT·. -MQkti.; 
563-562-3601 1• · · · ·. · '" 

West 'Union Field Office Employees · 
Employees pictured, left to right, front row- Lori Kohlmeyer, Lisa Bahe, Ray Drewelow, Jim Wolf; Back 
row- Eric Boehm, Jerry Muff, Joe· Wingert, Lavonne Koch; Absent- Carrie Davis 

r7~~==~~~==~~~~~ 

Crowe retires as DSC Technician !!i;;i~i': IU:MUJiii~;gilon'il!~;{ ~;, 
A Ian Crowe the application of . soil and water /+ ' ;~; !1Sialement 

retir~d . ~n 2006 ~s conservation practices. He laid ;[h~E~Y¢~t~~q~ i~l\Y~t~r' 
a DIVISIOn of Soil out many terrace . systems contour c;;t;~~~i; . . 
Conservation (DSC) strips and grassed waterways over 
Technician. Alan the years. His later years he was 
will be missed Alan Crowe our primary grassed waterway 
by the local staff, technician. Good luck to Alan in 
commissioners and many retirement. 
landowners he assisted with 

rT~ 
~or '' J.:s r t ''o' ~ 

First 
N·ational 
Bank 

Online Banking: www.fnbwu.com 

Sustained 
Growth 
from ..... .. '< . - ~~ 

rou dup 

Loan officers, seated 1-r, Brent fapper, Commercial 
Loan Officer;· Derek Heins, Loan Officer; back, 
Rhonda Schaufenbuel, AVP & Retail Banking Officer; 
Brian Reichter, VP & Senior Loan· Officer; and Mark 
Moser VP & Ag Loan· Officer. 

West Union 
422-3883 

St. Lucas 
778-2297 

l'»•lt ,. .t_~_ , · · .. . "'J' 
Q 
EQUALHQUSING 
LENDER 

Member 
FDIC 



Fayette County Soil and Wat~r District commissioners are pictured above. From left- Joyce Trotter, Bill 
Bennett, Will Ogle, Richard Jensen, Rod Marlatt, Deb Dessel, Paul Nuss and John Grafenberg. 

Hoeger tarm.named to lA Centurv list 
In 1976, over 

5,000 families 
in Iowa were 
recognized 
with certificates 
honoring 
them as the 
first inductees 
into the Iowa 
Century Farms 
Prog r am. 

residue cover 
after each 
crop. The 
farm totals 
240 acres, 
140 of which 
are tillable. 
Paul rents 
another 160 
acres from a 
neighbor and 

Today, the Paul and Phyllis Hoeger's rural May- . farms it like 
his own. list of century nard farm has been added to the list 

farms in Iowa of over 15,000 Iowa Century Farms. 
has . reached Paul's great-grandfather was the 6.rst 
over 15,000. to plow the land in the late 1800s." 

~e lloeger.._s' 

Paul and 
Phyllis Hoeger's. farm, two miles 
west of Maynard, has been added 
to that list. 

"That's important to us," says 
Paul, whose great-grandfather 
immigrated to the Unit~d States 
from Germany in 1888. "Our 
family has been here for over 100 
years, and not many people can 
say that." 

The two previous landowners 
did not farm or live on the .land. 
Paul's great-grandfather and his 
sons were the first ones to plow up 
the sod. There were no · buildings 
on the farm· at that time. 

"It was a virgin prairie then," 
Paul says. "I know they picked up 
a ton of rock." 

The current buildings art< the 
original, except the ma.chine shed, . 
which was built later. Paul's 
parents purchased the farm in 1968. 
They milked cows and raised dairy. 
cattle, which Paul worked with 
until his parents sold the cattle in 

· 1991. That's when they planted a 
windbreak on the north and west 
sides of the buildings, ·to protect 
the farm from wind and snow. 

Paul and Phyllis were married 
in 1995. They have an assortment 
of poultry, which includes laying 
hens, turkeys, guineas, ducks •and 
peafowl. The row crops are corn 
and bean rotation. 

For residue management, Paul 
does · minimum tillage, leaving 

y'ard and 
fences are 

neat and kept free of weeds. He 
makes it his goal to. conserve the 
soil. . 

Paul watched a neighbor farm 
on a contour for several years, 
and decided it would be good for 
the long, steep slopes on his land. 
Convincing . his father that it was 
the way to go, he started to contour 
and stopped using the moldboard 

' plow. · -
"We. starte.d contouring · in 

· 1986. I wish my great-grandfather 
could have seen it." · 

After a spring of heavy rains, 
seeing that the contours. were not 
enough to control all the erosion, 
Paul decided to place contour 
buffer strips on the land. The next 
year he constructed waterways. He 
also did contour buffer strips and · 
waterways on the rented farm. · 

Paul says, "It is reassuring to 
look out over the farm in the spring 
after working the fields and see the 
green strips protecting the soil." 

Paul and Phyllis are · also 
concerned about water quality 
and wildlife. The _riparian buffer 
and filter . strip along their creek 
are effective tools to improve 
the environment. The total 
conservation system applied 
on their farm makes it stand 
ol.lt among others. Their farm 
is enrolled in the Conservation 
Security Program. It is one of few 
in the county that made the .tier 3. 

Four generations of Paul's 
family have farmed the land 
for 110 years. There will not be 
another generation to carry on the 
tradition. It is Paul's belief that 
he needs to manage the land in 
a manner of oeing a responsible 
steward, so the land will continue 
to be a productive resource for 
future generations. 

·, For complete, detailed desc~ription~ of 
area farms for sale, including satellite 
maps, visit our companion website: 

nortlteastiowafarmsforsale.com 
or click the link on our website: 

· www.no~heastiowarealty.com 
NEW LISTING! 
Nice combo of Tillable & Timber -
Ready to Farm in '07 
Section 29 of Eden Twp., Fayette Co. 
78 acres 

35 acre combo of Timber & CRP 
Secluded w/permanent access. 
In the rolling hills of NE Iowa . . 
Section 13 of Dover Twp., Fayette 
Co. 35 acres 

Deer, Thrkey, Pheasants, and · 
Wildflowers 4 mi. NE of Frederika 
Section 3 of LeRoy Twp., Bremer Co. 
127.53 acres . . 
Great buildinglrec site 
located 1 mile S of Wadena, 
near Deer Ridge Campground 
Section 34 of Illyria Twp., Fayette 
Co. 24 acres 

Great buildinglrec site 
located 1 mile S of Wadena 
Sections 33 & 34 ofillyria Twp., 
Fayette Co. 68 acres 

Nearly all timber with great 
llunting potential 
Section 29 of Eden Twp., Fayette Co. 
40.5 acres 

Great buildmglrec site with small 
pond; highway exposure 
Sec. 5 & 6 of Pleasant Valley Twp., 
Fayette Co. 40.22 acres 

Northeast Iowa Realty 
& Appraisal, Inc. 

Jay Jensen -Broker, leanne Cline, Bruce Bemis 
115 S. Vine, West Union 

(563) 422-3285 

Fayette SWCD Report 

lsa't Farming 
Enough of a 
Gamble? 
Don't bet the farm..-...... 
get quality farm 
insurance from people 
who know agriculture. 

February 2007 Page3 

Give us a spin. Stop by our office today foro "" 
competitive quote on your insurance needs. 

~tut. 
)J\UER 

INSURANCE AGENCY, LID. 

Farmers ·Mutual 
Insurance Assn. 
135 S Main, Fayette (563) 425-4176 

123 NVme 
West Union 

(563) 422-3871 

Every ag producer insured by 
NA U Country Insurance 
Company is eligible to receive 
a free map booklet at no cost. 
More important, they have 
confidence that their livelihood 
is protected by the finest crop 
insurance coverage in America. 

.For more information about how 
to get your free maps, contact 
your agent today! 

N~U Country Insurance Company 

NAU Country Insurance Company is an equal opportunity provider. 

?_unOft~ - Organic • Non GMO 
Identity Preserved Grains and Foods Group 

~iE!! SunO~ Sunflower. 

Contact us for Crop Planning 
and Crop Programs 

IP, Non-GMO and 
Organic Soybeans 

IP and Organic Sunflower 

IP and Organic Corn 

Organic Feed Inputs 

Currently contracting soybean, corn--· 
and sunflower acres! 

. Delivery locations across the Midwest! Contracts with year-round delivery! 

Sunrich 
PO Box 128 
Hope MN 56046 
507-451-4 724 . 

SunOpta Sunflower 
227 6th St N 
Breckenridge MN 56520 
218-287-551 0 

Earth wise 
4111 30th AveS 
Moorhead MN 56560 
218-287-5510 

" 



Page 4 February 2Q07 ~ Faye_tte $WCD Report · 

TRI LUMBER is proL:Jd to support and 
be affiliated with area farms and 
businesses that practice safer 
environmental practices, while 

preserving water, soil and air quality. 

TRI LUMBER co. 

-.. ,_... 
·~ .f. 

:FUture bleak for ash {n Iowa 
Gary Beyer 

- District Forester 
The Emeraid Ash Borer may . 

add · ash ·to the tree ·species in 
Iowa that are fading from the 
landscape. The Chestnut · Blight 
virtually · eliminated American 
Chestnut in the 1940s, the Dutch 
Elm disease hit the Midwest in the 
1960s, Butternut Decline became 
prevalent in the 1980s, and now 
the Emerald Ash Borer is 200 
miles from the Iowa border. 

The Emerald Ash Borer is 
from northeast China, .Korea, and 
Japan. It entered the United States 
in solid wood packing material. 
It is estimated that the insect has 
killed over 27 million ash trees in 
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
and Maryland. There is no known 
cure for this insect. 

The adult is an emerald green 
beetle. The larvae is the phase 
that does the damage. The larvae 
is a flat headed borer that feeds 

. under the bark severing the tissue 
that conducts food and water in 
the tree. The Emerald Ash Borer 
attacks all ash species and kills 
trees from 1 inch in diameter to 
large trees. The first symptoms 
are crown dieback and shoots on 

the trunk of the tree. The borer stressing not to move firewood 
leaves a "D" shaped exit hole. or ash nursery stock into Iowa 
Impact In Iowa: from the infected areas. Infected 

As of now, t~e Emerald Ash states· currently have a quarantine 
Borer has not been detected on movement . of ash nursery 
in Iowq. If it gets here, it will stock, firewood, lumber, and logs. 
most likely arrive on firewood Beginning next year, the State 
transported from an infected Forest Nursery will no longer grow 
area. There are an estimated 30 ash species. After this year, ash 
million ash trees in the towns and will not be approved for planting 
cities, and 50 million ash trees in in any cost sharing program. 
Iowa's woodlands. The cost to What Can You Do: 
remove the dead ash trees in urban In towns, begin replacing ash 
communities alone would cost over trees that are stressed or in poor 
$6 billion. The bottomland forests condition. Plant a diversity of ·­
would lose the most common species on your property. The elm 
species. This could affect the and ash have certainly taught us 
water purifying benefits of forests not to put all of our eggs in one 
along our streams. basket. In woodlands, when it is 
Ways To Combat Emerald Ash time to thin your woods, remove 
Borer: the ash in favor of other species. 

The Forestry Bureau will If you are selling trees in your 
continue to monitor the spread of woodland, sell the ash that are 
Emerald Ash Borer. The borer large enough. And, do not bring 
is attracted to stressed ash trees. ash firewood or ash nursery stock 
Ash trees have been purposely into the state. 
planted too shallow in Iowa parks .Researchers are working on 
so that they are attractive to the methods to control the Emerald 
borer. These "sentinel" trees are Ash Borer. If we can delay the 
checked throughout the summer infestation of Emerald Ash Borer 
to determine whether the borer in Iowa, ash trees may continue 
is present. Newpaper articles to be an important tree in Iowa's 
and pamphlets have been written cities and landscape. 

For All :Your Earth Moving Need~.~~ 

&c 
• 

$RANGER CC)NSTAUCT'ION IIVC. 

• Waterways 
• Terraces 
•Ponds 
•Roads 
• Water & Sewer 
• Site Work 
• Basements 
• Septic Systems 
• Demolition 
• Trucking (563) 422-3598 

West Union, /A Late Model Equipment • Experienced Operators 

A family tradition for ove.r 50 years 

Protecting 
·vour , lilvestmen·t 
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District Revolving Fund " 
Beginning Balance 
Receipts 
Certificate of Deposits 
Certificate of Deposit Interest 
Fabric Income 
Gifts Given Reimbursement 
Grannis Reimbursement 
Houg Money Market Transfers 
IM Commissioner Funds 
Map Scales 
Meeting Expense Reimbursement 
Mink Creek Reimbursement 
Money Market Transfers 
Supporter Club 
Tree Sales 
Total Receipts 
TOTAL 
Expenses 
ATV 
Certificate of Deposits Purchased 
Checks Printed 
Computer 
Developmental Grant 
Donations 
Education 
Fabric" 
GPS 
Grain Drill 
Grannis Creek 
Houg Property 
IM Commissioner 
IM Office 
Liability Insurance 
Meeting Expenses 
Mink Creek 
Office Supplies · 
Postage 
Sales Tax 
Trees 
Upper Maquoketa River 
Total Expenses 
Ending Balance 6/30/06 

$1,490.94 

$~0,000.00 
$478.45 

$2,215.58· 
$25.00 

$148.00 
$879.92 

$2,000.00 
$4.28 

$20.00 
$187.50 

$16,905.97 
$1,132.80 
$1,941.69 

$65,939.19 

ol Favette Countv's wetlands 
By Ray Drewe_low to 750 km. djsplay elaborate courtship rituals, 
Yes, our county was visited by Food: Cranes eat ·snails, larval bQbbing, weaving, jumping and 
Whooping Cranes. They were insects, leeches, frogs, minnows, calling with their mates. The 
tracked by DNR from Florida to . small rodents, and berries. female lays two large eggs and 
our county and on their way to They J;llay scavenge dead ducks, both adults incubate them for 
Canada. marsh birds or muskrats. During the next month. The eggs hatch 
Status: U.S. · Wildlife officials migration, they stop to eat aquatic at different times and the second 
counted 149 whooping cranes in animals, roots of plants and ~aste chick is often pushed out of the 
November 1995, the most since grain in stubble fields. In Texas, nest or starved. Chicks can swim 
the American government began they eat shellfish, snakes, acorns, as soon as they hatch. They can fly 
taking censuses in the 1930s. small fish and wild fruit. within 80-90 days. 

$67,430.13 

In the late 1800s, there were Breeding: Whooping cranes mate Lifespan: Up to 24 years in the 
about 1,500 birds in the aspen for life. In early spring, adults wild. 
parkland and prairie regions of 
Western Canada and the U.S. 

$201.95 As human settlement spread 
$40,000.00 westward, the world population 

$50.25 dropped to a low of 14-16 in the 
$109.19 1940s . . 
$117.00 Conservation efforts since 1938 

$1,150.00 have resulted in a slow increase. 
$1,354.59 Including those in captivity, 
$1,593.24 and 25 cranes in two other wild 
$1,350.00 populations, there are now 320 

$148.48 whooping cranes in the world. 
$148.00 Size: Cranes are the tallest of all 

$1,376.71 birds in North America. An adult 
$1,665.80 male stands 5 feet tall weighs as 
$:2,448.3~ much as 16 112 pounds, and has 

$186.00 a wingspan up to 2.5 m wide. 
$948.97 Despite their size, cranes average 

Elgin, Iowa (563) 426-5811 
TOLL FREE 800-328-7371 

BeHer for FayeHe County, 
lieHer for Iowa, 

BeHer for us all 

Thank you for 
practicing soil 

and water 
conservation. 

AH~~B 
& Elgin Motor Supply 

$3,195.00 a flight speed of about 45 km-h. By 
$287.06 gliding on wind currents, they can 
$363.77 stay aloft for 10 hours and cover up 
$590.61 1 1 

$7,771.72 
$509.00 

$65,565.68 
. $ 1,864.45 

The Weatherproofing Edge 
The checking account at First National Bank was closed out atzd the remaining 
funds of $1,864.45 were deposited in the money market account at Kerndt Brothers 
Savings Bank. 

LANDOLL 2320 SERIES 
WEATHERPROOFER IT 

Water: . 
Our most 
precious 
resource. The Landoll 2320 Weatherproofer II combines disc gangs with 

deep-till shanks all on one heavy frame. The front disc gangs cut 
and mix the residue followed by spring cushion reset sub-soiler 
shanks which penetrate up to 18" and leave a slot allowing for 
the intake of water, air and nutrients for next years crop. Rear 
disc gangs follow the shanks to cut, mix and level the soil, all in a 
single trip to provide the weatherproofing edge. 

• Hydraulic Depth Control 
• Regreaseable Disc Bearings 
• 20" x 1/ 4" Feathering Blades 
• 22" x 1/ 4" Pisc Blades 
• Three Disc Cutting Angles 
• Parabolic Shanks 
• 3 7" U nderframe Clearance 
• Level Lift Linkage 
• Hydraulic Hoses w/Couplers 
• Warning Lights & Safety Chain 
• Powder Coat Paint 

BAUMLER IMPLEMENT 
1396 Hwy .. 150 S~, West Union (563) 422-383_5 
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Support :Tnllkes ',:·all .the di{fertence· 
The Fayette SWCD would like to thank those who made contributions to Lois Heineman Randy Helgerson 
the supporter club in 2006. The SWCD works to educate and inform the Larry Hiemes Bill Hogan 
public of programs available to them. Following is a list of names and Kenneth James Phil~p James . . 
businesses of Fayette County and beyond that have made our programs R<;>bert Johnsto~ Manlyn Juergens 
possible. Through your continued conservation efforts we all make· a Kmgsland Family_ Farms Kenn~th Knapp 

. ' Jean Leech Lorrame Jeckel 
difference. Don Martins Gary/Nancy Maurer 
Supporters . . 
R 1 h w Ad D Bl k Cl t. B - Jeff/ Anna Mane Moellers Duane/Lmda Mork 

a P . ams on a _ er ay on on JOUr Gerald Muff Myron Nagle 
Inez Br?wn Ken Butters Curt Chesnvold Paul Niemann Construction Roger Nolte 
Vern Dietz~nbach Pat Du~fy ~aul Fox Ronald O'Kones John Orr 
Do: othy Gilmer Bernadme Granneman Jim/Nancy. David Palas Rausch & Sons Const. 
Gnmes _ Ted Hageman· Howard Hildebrand Reliable Insurance Agency James Richards 
Larry Humker Daryl Humphrey Jam~s Hurley Dan Rosburg· Roger Rueber 
Kenneth Ke~t Jr Kenneth Kohls Lou~s Lan~reck June Sanders Joe Scheckel 
Karen ~artm Howa~d Meaney Manlyn Mihall Steve Schmitt John Schrader 
Ruby Mil~er Jon Mitc~ell Ralph M?ellers Vernon Shaw Eugene Sieck 
Jean ~ontz Don Oelnch Joe/Sharil .Ogle Darrel Steggall Cyril Steinlage 
Darwm ~eterson Harold P~penhagen Doug/Leshe ~oppen Donald Ungerer Voncast Anstalt-Ltd 
Leroy Richards Sr LaVern ~Ies Henry. Schnntt Joe Wood Don Woods Trst 
Robe!t Scott Trst . Mark Spies . Va!ykmo. Inc Sustainers 

Suzanne Henn 
Jim Ingels 
Richard Jensen 
Steve Kennon 
L &. H Ranch Inc 
Tom/Deb Luhman 
Dennis McElree 
Rodney Morse 
Millard Nelson Jr 
Gene Nuss 
Owen Ott 
Carl Recker 
Sam Ridenour 
Daryl Ruff 
Keith Schlatter 
Paul/Bertha Schuchmann 
Charles Smith 
Floyd Stensland 
Joe Wingert 
Stanley Yearous 

Harry Henry 
Kyle Jacobsen 
Doug Johnson 
Charles Kerns 
Leslie Lauer & Sons 
Daniel Lundt 
Ken/Becky Meyer 
Don Mueller 
Kenneth Ney 
Paul Nuss 
Albert Pagel 
Robert Reilly 
Florence Robinson 
S &KFarms 
Edmund Schmitt 
Neil Schwake 
Kevin Steffens 
Szabo Construction 
Dan Winter Jr 

Ber~Iece Walsh . Faye Warner Ohver Wmter Est Robert/Margaret Addy 
David/Florence Wireman Paul Boess 

Jerry i3ayness William Bennett Eric Boehm 

~ Elgin State Bank 
Don Alcorn Ralph Bacon Joe Bahe . Erich/Christal Gamm 
Steve Baker Dorothy Bartels Robert/Bonnie Hurdal Inc 

, Bassett Irvin Batement Fred Baumgartner Scott Beckwith Robert Kalb 
Edna Beermann Roger Be~rmann Ruth Brooks Robert McMillan 
Gary Brownell John Brmhler Leo Buchtela Northeast Iowa Coop 
Elme~ Buhr. Roger Buhr Veryl Burghardt Noel/Ruth Smith 
Denms Bur~ngton C.~ W Far~s Robert Campbell Rick/Joyce Trotter 
Emory Chnstensen Citizens Savmgs Bank-Hawkeye Woodland Acres 
William Corkery Robert Cowles Harold Diemer 
Leonard Dolezal Steve Drewes Don Durscher 
Bruce 'Ehler Don Ehlers Rollin Fink 
David Fox Sheldon Fox . Eugene Franzen 
Leo Franzen . Kenneth Friedly Willys Fritz 
Jerry Gallmeyer Diane Granger Charles Gray 
Ed/Bobbie Gross . Willis Grundmeyer Earl/Bev Haas 
Norbert Hackman Howard Hall Patricia Hanson 
Mike/Barb Heins Eugene Henn -~ -~- Paul Hoeger 
Mark Imoehl Leon Jacob . Lynn/Bev Kelck 

Don/ Ann Bunn · Darryl Cannon 
First National Bank-West Union First National Bank-Oelwein 
Grimm Farms Gross Low Farms 
Collin Jensen Margaret Jespersen 
Alice Koempel Gerald Kuennen 
McMillan Bros. Tom Murhpy 
Northeast Iowa Realty Will Ogle 
Bill Strudthoff Mel Suhr 
Brent Ungerer Gerald/Kenneth Vagts 

··= 

DRM Farms Ptnshp 
Jeff/Lisa Forsyth 
Halstead Bros 
Pete Kalb 
Maynard Savings Bank 
Mary Nagel 
Hans Siemers 
TeKippe Engineering 
Gary Wilson 

Ron Koester Raymond Kueker E B Kunkle 
LaGracia & Sons Inc Keith Lansing James Lein FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Herman Lenz -- Robert Margroff John Michels 
Robert Mihm Henry/Barb Miller Kenneth J Miller 
Miller Family Farm Janet Mitchell NCM Inc 
Merrill Nerem Stanley Ney Arthur Oldenburg 
Joyce Oldfather David Pleggenkuhle Donald Pliester 
Matt Porter Mike Puff David Rausch 
Rausch Family Inc Roger Reeder Eric Rehorst . 
Clair Reid Tom Reinert Helen Roberts 
Elizabeth Robinson Kenneth Roys Dean Rueber 
Shereen Schor Dale Schrader Darwin Schrage · 
Olette Schultz Robert Scott Charles Searles 
Marilyn Seedorff Ron Seedorff Kenneth Springer . 
Steve Story Nick/Marilyn Teig Town & Counrry 
Real Estate Don/Mary Treloar Ernest Wolfs 
Woodard Insurance John Woods · Tom Woods 
Stewards 
John R Adams . Paul/Jennifer Adams 
Jon Andersen Bruce Anderson 
Ariach Anstalt Ltd Lane Ash 
Bassett Pheasant Ridge Don/Donna Baumler 
Ron Beermann Berk LLC 
Kenenth Blockhus Paul Bodensteiner . 
Gerald/Barbara Born Mark/Robin Bostrom 
Gertrude BowlingFarm PtnspCM B~wling Farms 
Brancanova Anstalt Ltd Brad Brownell 
Don Buhr Gary Burger 
Burrack Farm Inc Bruce/Sherry Cannon 
Jerry Cole Dale Conklin 
Ron Corbin James/Mary Costello 
Sidney Crowe D & J Pumping 
Alan Davis Charles I Deering 
Stanley Deibel Suzanne Doershuk 
Dummermuth Farms Inc Easton's Culligan 
Doug Egeland Tiling Robert Eitel 
Dan Fagle Jeryl Fink 
Harold Fischer Randy Fortune 
Keith Franzen Robert Friedly 
Arnold Gibbs Gary Gibbs 
Graey Market Ltd Loren Gross 
Tom/Karen Hamlett . Harrison Farm 

Alan Albrecht · 
Gladys Anderson 
Shirley Bagenstos 
James Beeghly 
Big Wapsie Services 
Ron Bodensteiner 
Jann Bowlus 
Stanley Boyer 
Wayne Brownell 
Jerald Burrack 
Tom Claassen 
Betty Cook 
Steve Crider 
Evelyn/Jill Darnall 
John/Deb Dessel 
Dave Drilling 
Richard Egan 
Dean Essig 
Fmt9aeBank-&n:nm­
Paul Foxwell 
Garlain Farms 
Larry Glass 
Roger ·Halvorson 

Insurance • Investnients 
WWYI.fbfs.com 

Western Agricultural Insurance Company• /West Des Moines, lA. Western Agricultural Insurance Company is an equal opportunity. provider. 
•company of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2006 FBL Financial Grouo. Inc. 317 

First State Bank salutes the efforts of 
our soil and water conservationists, 
foresters, and farmers. Our natural 
resources are a currency, once completely 
spent, will reap no further reward. 
Your efforts help insure a prosperous 
and productive future for us all. 

Visitwith Kevin Converse in Fayette 
or Richard Shonley in Sumner about 
options available to you for your home, 
farm or conservation efforts. 

Member FDIC 

FZUT 
STATB 

BAR 

106 W 1st St., Sum·ner 
(563) 578-3312 or 
Toll Free 866-578-3314 

200 5. Main, Fayette 
(563) 425-3395 or 
Toll Free 866-578-0008 

"Helping your dreams come true" www.fsbsumner.com 



H E PI H G KEEP 
Frede~icksburg Farmers Co~perative salutes · 
the so1l and water conservation efforts of area 
farmers and landowners. From the use of 

I 011 FIRMS no-til and _low-til field management, t~ wetland 
preservation and the use of buffer stnps, 

Sllr Sil l H G 
contouring and windbreaks to prevent soil 

· loss. You're helpin~ _Iowa's agriculture stay 
strong and compet1t1ve for years to come. 

Thank you for your hard work. 

Frederic·ksbu.rg 
Farmers COoperative 

Fredericksburg • Hawkeye • Sumner • Frederika • Bremer • Ionia 

800-562.-8389 www.fburgcoqp.com 
. ·. 

-
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The fine art of 
protection 
Our independent agency 
offers a large palette of 
insurance products, 
designed to meet your 
individual needs. 

Paint a brighter future with 
quality insurance protection. 
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Call us today for a competitive quote. 

uz; 1 z 2 2 2 Woodard Insurance Service Co. 
114 S. Vine St., West Union, lA 52175 

PH: (563) 422.3831 FAX: (563) 422.383l 
www. woodard-insurance.com 

of your 
bottom 
line with 

hnology That Yields® 

HERCULEX"I 
Insect Protection / m 
The Better BT ..,.,.. 

Pionee~ brand corn hybrids with 
HERCULEX1_1 INSECT PROTECTION 
available at... ~\ 

ftOTu · 
GRAIN~~ 
Srau~:~ 

SuJDner, Ia. 

1015 Yukon Ave., · 
· Sumner · 

563-578-8033 . 
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WilSon -uSes ·la-nd preserving prac.tices ~ 
By Jerry Muff, 
Dist. Consvst. NRCS 

Our office has worked with 
Gary Wilson over the years which 
I have enjoyed and appreciated. 
I have found him to be an 
outstanding farmer with a keen 
eye on maintaining the . balance 
of profitability and conservation. 

Gary frequently utiiizes the local 
government agencies, programs 
and services to his and the land's 
advantage. He is good at expressing 
his honest opinion. in a ppsitive 
light. Because of Gary and others 
like him, we as public servants can 
learn how to do a better job and 
also pass their experiences on to 

JD Contracting 
Protecting your 
soil !.§. our business. 

For all your CRP needs: 
· -Seeding 

• Discing . 
• Mowing 
• Chiseling 

Jerry Dietzenbach 
Private Contractor 
100 Garry St., 
Calmar, lA 52132 

563:-380-7185 
-"""""----'-'-=-~--.:-""' 

others. 
T h e 

Wilson 
family is 
located in the 
southwest 
corner of 
Fayette 
County and 
includes 
Gary, wife G w·t · 
T h 

ary 1 son. 
ere sa, 

eldest son Jared, daughter Rebekah 
and the youngest, Jedidiah. The 
two older children are currently in 
college; Jared at ISU in Agronomy, 
Rebekah at Northwestern. Jedidiah 
is in the West Central Schools with 
an interest in farming. 

Gary began farming with his 
father, Gene in the l~te 70s and 
early 80s. They were using the 
chisel plow with flat sweeps as 
the primary tillage system. Row 
patterns were pretty much up and 
down the hill, whichever made 
for the longest rows. In 1980 or 
'81 a severe spring storm caused 
major erosion to the area and one 
field in· particular. Gary described 
it as removing several inches of 
our best topsoil and depositing 
most of it down slope within the 
field. He doesn't feel they can get 
the soil back, but he developed a 
serious determination to not allow 
for it happen again. Gary is an 
innovator and not afraid to try 
·something new and different if 
it makes sense. He and his dad, 

Gene, proceeded to work into no­
till farming with some trepidation 

· and determination. 
They began the no-till 

experience by going on a small 
scale on ·their better land and 
monitoring it closely. Having fair 
success they gradually expanded 

· the no-till to include all of their 
soybeans and 70% of their corn 
aqes. 

They began to learn that there 
were challenges with their new 
planting system. The · Wilsons 
really liked the conservation and 
fuel conserving aspects that were 
realized with no-till planting; 
however, some · of their land, 
mostly the rented land, was not 
perfectly tile drained. It did not 
take long to find out that no-till 
was not responding well in these 
areas. The cool and wet soils 
became more of a problem when 
tilling the soil was eliminated and 
all of the crops' residue was left on 
the surface. The texture of the soil 
was sticky, resulting in poor crop 
emergence. After a period of time 
he noticed that even on the better 
soils that yields were beginning to 
suffer where no-till was being used 
compared to tilled areas. Nutrient 
stratification was the culprit when 
Gary took some soils samples 
at the 2 in depth rather than the 
normal 6-8 in depth. 

While Gary's efforts have been 
a learning experience, he feels that 
it has cost him money in reduced 

profitability with the problems 
encountered .. That doesn't mean 
he's giving up; he is simply 
modifying the operation to resolve 
the issues encountered. Gary has 
purchased an implement called 
Salford RTS. It has multiple bars 
with several 1.25" wavy coulters 
designed to size or cut the residue. 
Behind the unit is a rolling basket 
used to simply knock the stalks 
down or do a little leveling. The 
coulters can be set at whatever 
widths you'd like. He has used it 
with the coulters set close together 
to do full width work in areas 
where soils are cooler and wet and 
when stalks are particularly tough. 
The new GMO corn varieties seem 
to have tougher stalks than in the 
past. The goal for now is to set the 
implement to do strip tillage prior 
to planting. Gary plans to run the 
strips between the previous corn 
rows to avoid tearing up the root 
balls. In 30" rows, there will be a 
10" band that is lightly tilled. This 
unit will also be run over the fields 
after spreading P and K (better 
known as plow down fertilizer). 
This will address a few of the 
problems mentioned earlier: by 
helping io decompose corn stalks, 
provide for some incorporation of 
fertilizer and with the light tillage 
in bands, will help to warm and 
dry· up the soil where the seed is 
planted. 

The Wilsons realize that tillage 
isn~t the total answer to addressing 

WILSON, continued on next page 

Add ALCOMP® liquid feed 
supplement to your dairy ration 
for higher milk production. 
Alcomp® increases energy 
while still maintaining a high 
fiber level. Alcomp® can be 
mixed in grain mix, TMR, 
Top-dressed, or Fed-free 
choice in lie tanks. 
Some of the benefits include: 

• Increased dietary intake 
• Stress reduction 
• Greater feed efficiency 
• Lower odor & nutrient loss 

Kevin Busta, West Union . Manager, showcases one of the four 
different Merrick's Milk Replacer available at Farmers Co-op's 
warehouse. Call today to p~ace an order! 

• Liquid energy w/o animal fat 
• Costs less than fat 

•• II 
~ PURINA 

Fort Atkinson West Union 
563-534-7216 563-422-3333 

Waucoma 
563-776-7755 

lAND (BlAKES'~ 
FEEP 

Calmar Oil 
563-562-3502 

~gressive® . 
NUTUTI ON liJ 



How Pheasants F~orever 
~ . ~ 

meant Pheasants, Again 
By Dick Jensen 

When I was a younger man 
(years ago) pheasants . were 
plentiful - so was their habitat. 
Out back in the grove behind our 
house was a thicket of brush mixed 
with raspberries, weeds, tall grass 
and apple trees. My own, nearest 
wild retreat area I loved to explore. 
Even on the coldest winter day I 
could look out the kitchen window 
and view the value of habitat. 
Food and cover was plentiful for 
all of nature's feathered and furred 
critters that flourished there. 

Farther from the house . was 
the big slough that was too wet 
tp grow decent crops. I would 
walk down the wide grassy fence­
row, through a wild plum thicket 
that led me to the tall ·grasses of 
the bogs. I could immediately 
understand the habitat connection 
with wild life. The tossed salad of 
vegatation was a paradise for every 
kind of animal. Tracks and trails, 
grassy little pockets burrowed 
out, bits of rabbit for our blood 
stained feathers, signs of feeding 
on the seed loaded plants, and 
swimming critters like mink and 
muskrat were holed up along the 
creek. All seemed well for these 

wild inhabitants but my cold wet 
feet soon were carrying me back · 

' home. 
I was only a visitor to nature's . 
theatre where the pheasants chose 
to stay. I had no way of knowing 
how soon this paradise would 
be lost. Corn and beans were 
destined to rule the land. That 
natural theatre with all of the vast 
array of players was now only a 
boyhood memory. 

Years passed by and 
agriculture seemed to get all the 
attention. Pheasants and habitat 
were "in a life or death struggle for 
survival. Only a small group of . 
conservationists were organizing 
to save our heritage that appeared 
doomed. This dedicated group 
was simply called "Pheasants 
Forever." Evidence of what they 
stood for and what they have 
accomplished is obyious to any 
outdoor-minded person. · No other 
wildlife organization has done so 
much for the conservation effort 
and connecting our children to the 
wonders of nature. 

The next time you see any 
·pheasants, you need to thank 
Pheasants Forever for . pheasapts 
again. 

Fayette SWCD RepQ_rt 

. Wilson, cont. trom previous page 
all the entire conservation needs for continuous CRP prov:lcles a great 
the land they farm. CRP grassed option. They have even restored 
waterways have systematically a wetland on one of their farms 
been installed on most of . the which was done through the 
farms they own and _operate. They continuous CRP. 
construct their own waterways and · Much of the conservation 
have become quite proficient at it. efforts have paid . off to the 
They in turn receive the cost share Wilsons in the way of another 
for installing the practice plus program which became available 
receive a~nual rental payments in 2005 called the Conservation 
through the CRP. Vegetative filter ~ecurity Program (CSP). This 
strips are also common along all ·program . rewards total stewards 
streams. They realize that farming of the lapd with soil conservation, 
cannot be profitable where flood water quality and wildlife habitat 
waters have taken the soil down practices in place. The Wilson 
to the cobble layer. So again, the farming operation has ranked 
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quite well in the CSP. 
. While the conservation 

programs and . incentives C).re 
worthwhile and helpful, Gary 
doesn't forget why he is doing it 
all: he doesn't ever want to see 
his land damaged again like it was 
from the storm of 25 years ago. 
"I also appreciate the time that 

the NRCS staff has invested in 
my farming operation. This staff 
spends time teaching me and 
encouraging me to be a better 
steward of the soil." 
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s Automotive-
Jay Schwamman, Owner · ·. . · .· • ... · ·· .... · 

PH 563-422-5233 • CELL 563-380·9997 · ·. . . . ··•· 
902 Hwy. 150 South, West Union ~ .. ·. · . 

· We Dig Deeper ••• 

C•H•E•A•P•E•R!· 

TILING - TERRACING 
PONDS - WATERWAYS 

STOP IN TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION 
POSTVILLE IMPLEMENT, CO. 

12344 Hwy 18, Postville 563-864-3214 

CASJiCitiiiHr iiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiliiiiiiiilir C... Ill ond c...a.-... ~-<f CNK _,. W:.- CHH -llC. All risbb•-· -.coselll.<om 

Canada ThistllfCOntrol in Native Plantings 
By Greg Schmit 
NRCS Area Office 

Canada thistle is one tough 
customer. Unfortunately, there is 
no silver bullet to use in completely 
freeing your prairie reconstruction 
or natural area from Canada 
Thistle. No magic herbicide, 
cultural, biological or mechanic~} 
practice alone exists totally ri.d 
your prairie .from this Hydra ()f the 
noxious weed world. 

Mow it down or till it up and it 
spreads through root buds. Spray 
it with the latest and greatest 
herbicide and you're likely to kill 
something beneficial. Burn it at the 
wrong time and it will come back 
stronger. Don't do anything and it 
will release seeds that will spread 
in the wind that can germinate 
20 years later. Even after being 
submerged in water for 4 years! 

But all is not lost. Unless 
your planting is only a few acres 
in size, total eradica,tion is not 
economically feasible or even 
possible. However, control is 
certainly an obtainable goal. 
It's kind of like playing against 
Michael Jordan. You can't stop 
him; you can only hope to contain 
him. 

To'kill it, we have to understand 
it. Extensive research has provided 
us with a few facts about our 
nemesis of the natural area. 

1. Canada thistle is a perennial 
that spreads by seed and rhizomes. 
Root fragments only 5 inches long 
can produce shoots. 

2. It has a relatively high light 
requirement. Death occurs when 
light is reduced to 20% of full 
sun. 

3. Shoots emerge when the soil 
·temperature reaches 41 degrees F. . 
Warm season grasses don't get 
going until about 50 degrees F. 

4. Root reserves are lowest 
just before flowering (bud stage) 
and greatest in the early fall. 

5. Averag~ seed production is 
1,500 seeds per plant. 
Control Methods 

The absolute best way to fight 
thistles in a prairie seeding is to 

do as much control and eradicatibn 
before even planting any native 
grasses or forbs. Minimize tillage 
to prevent raising more weed seed 
and then applying glyphosate 2 
or 3 times to emerging weeds is 
an excellent way to start a prairie 
planting. Planting an area to 
glyphosate resistant corn or beans 
for several years before seeding 
natives is another method to 
prepare the seed bed. 

An integrated approach using 
a combination and/or repetition of 
control practices is the best method 
to contain already established 
Canada Thistle populations in 
natural areas. In most cases, a 
herbicide application is part of all 
of the management techniques. 

Tillage 
Not an option. See Number 1 

above. 
Hand Pulling 

This is probably only · an 
option in very small areas or early 
infestations. 
Mow:ing 

Canada thistles can be 
managed by diligent mowing. IF 
you're willing to mow in June, 
July, August and September at 7 to 
28 day intervals for 4 years! 

Keep in mind that root reserves 
are lowest at bud to bloom. A 
mowing in mid-to late June, 
followed by a herbicide application · 
in the fall before a killing frost, is 
your best way to utilize mowing to 
reduce thistle patches. 

Do not mow thistle plants 
lower than 8 inches. Surprisingly, 
removing ALL of the thistle leaves 
stimulates root growth. 
Burning 

Burning by itself doesn't work 
unless you burn every year in late 
April or early May. Unfortunately, 
'you will also suppress many native 
forbs. 

A burn followed by a herbicide 
application at the bud to bloom 
stage works better than just 
spraying. The burn will enhance 
native species and also even the 
age of the thistle stand, making 
your herbicide more effective. 

Spraying 
Spraying alone can control 

Canada Thistle infestations. 
However, herbicide applications 
need to be done multiple times 
in the same growing season and 
it is very difficult not to harm 
desirable forb species. Some of 
the better herbicides utilized to 
·control thistles are aminopyraHd 
(Milestone), clopyralid (Stinger), 
triclopyr(Grazon)and2,4-Damine. 
Prpducts that use a combination of 
these active ingredients are also 
available and more effective. A 
precise _spot application at bud to 
bloom (late June) and then again 
·at fall regrowth (late September) 
for 2 successive years will greatly 
reduce a thistle population. 

Some things to keep in mind 
when using herbicides: Follow label 
directions.. Use the recommended 
rates; more is NOT better. Use · a 
non-ionic surfactant. Apply the 
herbicide as precisely as humanly 
possible. Apply ·the herbicide 
when the label recommends; most 
times this is bud to bloom or early 
regrowth/rosette stage. 
Competition 

Any management practice that 
increases the health of the native 
prairie seeding will · help in the 
fight against Canada Thistles. One 
study has shown that Switchgrass 
can crowd out thistles by shading 
and root zone competition. 
Unfortunately, it took about 8 years 
to finally accomplish this intended 
task. It would seem then, that the 
best way to .keep thistles at bay 
in natural . areas would be to give 
in and just plant a thick stand of 
prairie grasses that can be sprayed 
with a broadleaf herbicide. But 
giving in is not an option. 

The best option is to 
meticulously deplete the seedbed 
gf weeds like Canada Thistle and 
then plant MORE forbs. Planting 
the most diverse mix possible 
allows for all of the growing zones 
above and below the ground to be 
occupied, leaving very little room 
for Canada Thistle to prosper. 

LESLIE . R. LAUER & SONS 

Fabric Checks for Waterways 
Com-:nercial Sites 
Bulldozing 
Demolition 
Tiling 
Terracing 
Scraper Work 
Farm Ponds 
Waterways 
Lime Spreading 
Basement Excavation 
Rock & Dirt Hauling 
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-conSiderations of 
bioenergv in Iowa's future 

401 Union St., Clermont 
2 BR, central air & LP gas. Price reduced! 

www.guyerrealestate.com ... -~~! ...... 

CUTTlHG 
EDGE 

Genetics and 
Technology 

Preserve your soil and water by using 
Agri-Gro bio-stimulant (all natural, no 
chemicals) on your crops. Compare the 
difference in the photo above. The corn 
roots on the left are untreated. The roots · 
on the right are enhanced with Agri-Gro! 
• Breaks down soi l & improves soil structure 
• Increased decomposition of crop residue, 

which enhances nutrients & adds organic matter 
to the soil 

• Better aeration and mellow, which improves 
water percolatio1;1, drainage &.tilth 

• Increases root development 
• Improves fertilizer uptake 

By Richard VanKiavern 
NRCS State Conservationist 

As we all know, the quality 
and quantity of Iowa's water · 
greatly impacts the vitality of 
the state's economy. It directly 
affects our livestock industry, our 
tourism industry and the ability to 
attract new economic development 
opportunities. 

One of the fastest growing 
industries in Iowa, bioenergy, 
will have huge implications on 
Iowa's water supply issues. The 
ability for Iowa water utilities to 
supply adequate water will have a 
direct role on ·where the bioenergy 
industry expands in the state­
and how large the industry will 
eventually become. 

According to a Minnesota 
research group, ethanol -plants use 
10 gallons of water per minute for 
each 1 million gallons of ethanol 
produced. So a typical plant 
producing 50 million gallons of 
ethanol per year would need 500 . 
gallons of water per minute. 

Much of this water is recycled 
within the plant; however, there 
is · some consumptive water use 
through evaporation during 
cooling and wastewater discharge. 

So just how much water will 
Iowa ethanol plants need? Exact 
water usage figures are not publicly 
available. But we can make some 
estimates. 

The Iowa ethanol industry 
currently has the capacity to 
produce an estimated 2.1 billion 
gallons per year of ethanol. Using 
the multiplier of 4 gallons of water 
consumed per gallon of ethanol 
~ that equals nearly 8.4 billion 
gallons of water per year needed 

for Iowa ethanol production. This compliance program? Will 
is about 7 ,percent o( the stateGI ·compliance still be a tool to help 
tb tal projected water use of 108 · ensure a base level of conservation 
billion gallons per year. Ethano:trn in Iowa? 
share of Iowai:SI estimated water An expanded corn-based 
use could double to 14 percent in ethanol industry could also fuel a 
the next five years. boom in the cattle feeding industry 

· The booming bioenergy because of the abundance of the 
industryalsoraisessomeinteresting distille:r[SI grain by-product. More 
challenges and opportunities from cattle mean more animal waste 
a water quality perspective. LetfSI to manage, which raises its own 
fir.st look at the demand for corn set of natural resource concerns. 
and its potential impacts. And more cattle will need more 

At their current production water-where will the water come 
capacity,. Iowal:SI ethanol plants from? 
could consume an estimated These are all good questions 
750 million bushels of corn. conservationists should be asking 
Researchers estimate each average themselves, and others. 
sized plant Would need 128,500 But some developments, like 
acres of corn to supply it. the potential shift to cellulosic 

ThereGI been lots of buzz · ethanol, hold great promise for 
about how high corn prices will the quality of our stateGI water 
go because of this demand. Some ·supplies. Celhilosic-based ethanol 
folks have thrown around the $5 could mean a shift to plants using 
mark. more perennial crops like switch 

Although the top end isnllJ grass, which would hold positive 
known, I think it is safe to say water and soil quality impacts. 
corn · ·prices will continue to Because of this the 
increase-probably significantly- conservation community needs to 
encouraging producers to grown support continual improvements 
more corn. in the efficiency of cellulosic 

The concern is some of this ethanol and help the industry 
crop will be grown on former plan for the future. The most 
CRP acres or pasture ground, immediate concern surrounding 
which isnlll well-suited for row cellulosic ethanol is the industry[Sl 
crop production. Breaking up this plan to use corn stalks or stover 
ground cover, will greatly reduce as a feedstock source. For many 
soil quality resulting in excessive parts of Iowa, this would cause 
erosion rates, poorer water quality . conservation concerns from the 
and reduced wildlife habitat. resulting reduced soil guality and 

It is also import~mt to consider increased soil erosion. -
the impact higher corn prices will Overall, the growth of ethanol 
have on LDP payments. If LDP and renewable fuels appears to 
payment"s are not as important, be a good thing for Iowa and 
what impact will that have on the our _ producers. It could also 
strength of USDArSI conservation serve as a platform for us-as 

• • • Mov1ng_M , 
conservationists 
- to help build 
awareness about 

AGVINTURI 
AgVenture of Iowa 

22528 Canoe Rd., Elgin, lA 52141 
(800) 456-5585 

S Iowa's Greatest 
Natural Resource 

We salute Iowa Farmers and their 
families, and look forward to working 

with you. We appreciate your 
importance to the economy and 

understand your business needs. 

._./ .P 
~-u-•• .. • 0 • • :::;~.p/ 

Ffeedom· a 
YOUR Community. YOUR Finances. YOUR 5TYLE. 

Elkader • Farmersburg • Monona • Postville 
245-2522 536-2200 539-2015 864-7441 

www.myfreedomaccou nt.com 

Gl 
tTNm 

Baker concrete can handle 
all of your concrete and 
earth moving needs. 
• Site Preparation 

• Excavation 
• Foundation 
· • landscaping 

• Sidewalks 
Driveways 

Iowal:SI water 
quality · and 
quantity isSties, 
the value of 
proper land use 
planning, and 
the importance 
of publicly 
suppo r ted 
conservation. 

In the end, 
if we come to 
the table with 
the renewable 
energy industry 
and producers 
and work out our 
concerns, the 
growth of · this 
industry can be 
a win-win for 
producers and 
conservation . 

..... 
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Fayette ~liVCD R8vo1Vin9 Fund -
June 1~ 2006_through June 30, 2006 

District Revolving Fund - Kerndt Brothers 
Beginning Balance · 
(transferred from MM Savings to open account on 6-2-06) 

Receipts 
Money Market Transfers 
Supporter Club 
Tree Sales 
Total Receipts 
TOTAL 

Expenses 
Checks Printed 
Developmental Grant 
Houg Property 
IM Office 
Meeting Expenses 
Office Supplies 
Total Expenses 

Ending Balance 6/30/06 

$1,000.00 

$1,109.70 
$100.00 
$155.10 

$ 1,364.80 
$2,364.80 

$12.25 
$1,000.00 

$109.70 
$171.34 
$40.78 
$27.18 

$1,361.25, 

$1,003.55 

f18 Get a t:HIIBBE 
l 18ur conserv&I!JI__ n Acllierelll 

\\\\\ u \ / / llllts 

~hapman Electric 
Jon & Eric Chapman 

Elgin 563-426-5342 
Commercial· Residential· Farm Wiring • Trenching • Bucket Truck • Underground Locating 

~ar~ng~ng w._. ·J'luoulb ~-,_~~ 

Monthlv water monitoring begins 
Tom Sperfslage grand total of phosphorus and etc. E.coli in the water generally 
Environmental Specialist, IDALS- nitrogen in the water. High levels indicates there has been recent 
DSC · of phosphorus and nitrogen in the fecal contamination. Not · all 

Water 'quality monitoring has water are what turns th€ water E.coli bacteria are considered 
begun at four sites along the South green in the spring, summer and pathogenic. As an indicative 
Fork Maquoketa River. fall ... there is an explosion of algae measure, presence of E.coli 

TheSoilandWaterConservation that use the _ nutrients as a food bacteria in the water signifies 
District Commissioners and the source. We are promoting and that we should have concern for 
watershed's citizen council 1have encouraging wa~ershed citizens human health. Pathogenic E.coli 
decided that" samples should be to pay careful attention to their cause infection, diarrhea, stomach 
taken once per month and measure nutrient (including manure) cramps and other sometimes more 
total phosphorus, total kjeldahl applications on crop fields and serious maladies. 

· nitrogen and tota~ coliform/E.coli lawns. . Failing septic systems hooked 
bacteria at each site. Total coliform is a measure of up to field tile, improperly stored/ 

This sampling effort is part · the presence of all bacteria in the applied livestock manure and 
of the work items in the original water. Detection of total coliform wildlife deposits are all sources of .~ 
grant for the project. It is meant to in the water suggests that disease bacteria to the water. 
help all of us understand if we are - causing ·pathogen bacteria may Developing a nutrient 
making measurable progress in also be present. E.coli bacteria ~re management plan, following it, 
our goals of nutrient and bacteria a subset of total coliform bacteria. and limiting our sediment delivery 
reduction to the river. E.coli bacteria are specific _ should provide a benefit to the 

Total phosphorus and total to warm blooded mammals amount of bacteria that is delivered 
kjeldahl nitrogen measure the - ·humans, livestock, wildlife., to the river. 

Farmland 
For Sale 

• 22.93 acres with a "PRICEL:ESS VIEW", 3.9 tillable, remainder pasture & timber. 
Fabulous building site or recreation land. Priced to sell at $77,733. 

• 90 acres located in Clermont Twp., 15 acres CRP, 10·acres tillable, remainder is pasture 
and timber. Great hunting land or cattle farm, priced at $2,700 per acre: 

• 60 acres in lllyria Twp. 40 acres tillable, 20 acres timber/pasture, good hunting as well as 
recreation with income. Priced at $2,900 per acre. 

HOMESTEAD 

lf.R&!\Rf;l!l,lty 
Iowa· s Largest 

Deb Merrill, 
Broker/Owner 
Lisa Wescott, 
Broker Assoc. 

KENDRICK 
FOREST PRODUCTS 

306 Hwy 150 S, WestUnion, IA52175 
563-422-3277 • 1-800-643-3277 
ema~l D_eb: dmerrill@neti~s . net [9 e 
email L1 sa: lwescott@net1 ns. net w,t roR" ""'· " '""''· 

www.homesteadiowarealty.com' 

$$$Cash 
Paid Up Front 

We have markets for 
veneer logs ·& lumber logs 



TAKO:-T8ke ·A K-id Oudoors 
By Richard Jensen , \ w~ the textbook . that translated 

"To instill in young minds an vital -t~uths about his · existence. 
appreciation and understanding It may not have been Utopia, but 
that they are but one member of man flourished for many years in 
the whole 'land community' with h;umony with nature. · · 
their shared fate of all its other Next came the Gizmos and 
members." - Gadgets Era. 

My instincts suggest that Glitter and gleam take priority 
separation from nature is detriment to peaches and potatoes. Attitudes 
to wholesome development of our and actions about land ethics are 
kids. scarce and trivial. · Education-

TAKa is a low-technical, high- labeled geography, botany, 
ethical experience that will instill agronomy, history, and certainly 
in young minds an appreciation economics- ignores these ethics. 
and understanding of their natural Synthetic and artificial substitutes 
environment. for wood, leather, wool, flowers, 

The first fact we need to rocks, gtass, food, etc. further 
be aware of is that with each alienate us from the real earth. 
generation, our kids grow further Modern civilization has cluttered 
separated from nature. For and confused our senses that we 
thousands of years, our ancestors have nearly lost the mar-earth. 
shared a kinship with their fellow Education and science keep the 
voyagers of the natural world. Out pump well greased, but very little · 
of gratitude for their food and attention is paid to the condition 
shelter, they displayed great love, of the well. It is this disconnect 
respect, admiration and reverence · from nature that I ask you to think 
to the earth. The abundance of about. 
the land meant survival of these Nature-deficit disorder 
hunters and gathers, and the Television, computers, video 
wealth of this culture depended games, schools, sports, hanging 
on the health (bounty) of the land. out, etc. all compete against kids' 
This is true yet today, I call this outdoor time. Parents fear of 
the Common Rootage Era. strangers, gangs, traffic, drugs, 

The point is, that long ago man bugs, mosquitoes, etc. curtail 
understood his dependency on the kids' outdoor exposure. Climate­
total food chain order- soil, plant controlled game rooms, simulation 
, animal and himself. Nature games, automobiles, sleeping-

in, and lack of mentors are more 
· distracter-s for these wild kids. 1Is it 

any wonder we see an epidemic of 
obesity.) depression, and attention 
deficit disorder? 

Those of us who grew up 
·connected to nature still cherish 
those days of playing in the 
woods, creeks and ponds, catching 
tadpoles, building a tree house, 
fishing, looking for rocks, etc. The 
list of · adventures was long and 
gave witness to the order of natur_e. 
Those wilderness hikes were 
unstructured, non-competitive, 
stressless, undiluted, and non-

. commercial. Only when we have 
a relationship to something we can 
see, feel, understand, love or have 
faith in can we be ethical. 

We need to support community 
and youth organizations and now 
TAKO so all of your kids can 
discover the awesome world of 
nature. Take A Kid Outdoors 
needs mentors and friends. 

I extend an invitation of support 
to all community members. 
Anyone who finds favor with 
suppoting this nurturing program 
for kids may contact me at 563-
380-9158 

• Free* 75 Point Inspection by our · 
John Deere Certified Technicians 

• Seed Meters Included in Free lnspecti·on 
when_ ~rought in with the Planter 

ALL SERVICE INSPECTIONS INCLUDE YOUR CHOICE: 
. 5°/o CASH DISCOUNT on parts and labor. 

-or-
NO INTEREST/NO PAYMENTS until July 1, 2007 
{To qualify- sign up with us by March 15, 2007) 

*If repairs total tess than $500 in shop work, there witt be an inspection 
charge of $18.00 per row on planters or $150 for complete drill. 

* Estimates for additional repairs available upon request 

HUB CITY IMPLEMENT 
1900 S. Frederick-Ave., Oelwein 

(319) 283-4371 or (800) 498-4371 
"Proud To Be Your John Deere Dealer" JOHN DEERE 

;=====~~~-~ ·~ 
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Accomplishements for 2006 
Practices 
Contour Farming 
Contour Buffer Strips 
Contour Stripcropping 
Grade Stabilization Structure 
Grassed Waterways (290,000 lineal ft) 
Manure Storage Structures 
No-till 
Terraces 
Water & Sediment Control Basin 
Wetland Restoration 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
2006 CRP continuous 
2006 General CRP · 
Total Contracts = 2,601 

Amount · 
103.5 ac 
964.9 ac 
130.4 ac 

1 structure 
270.2 ac 

2 structures 
9,945 ac 

22,528 ft 
6 basins 

13 ac 

748 ac 
653 ac 

Total Acres = 29,918 ac 

LOOKING TO BUILD THIS SPRING? 
It's never to early to start planning for 

your new pole building or machine 
sheds. Call now to book all of your 

spring building projects. 

f!l· 
Wheeling 

Corrugating 
A Division .Of Wheeling-Pittsburgh 

Steel Corporation 

Heying Lumber Co. 
200 W Main St., Calmar, lA 1·866-HEYINGS 

Kitchen Cabinets • Home Remodeling &. G_arages 
Hog Confinement Specialists • Free Stall Dairy Barns ~ Pole Sheds 
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South .Fo~k Maquoketa River Water 
Quality Project continues making progress 

Chuck f rieden 
• Sales Associate • 

112 Adams Street 
West Union, Iowa 52175 

563-422-6058 
888-422-6058 

Call Today 

By Tom Sperfslage 
Environmental Specialist, IDALS­
DSC 

The South Fork Maquoketa . 

Home Phone (563) 426-5613 • Cell (563) 880-lOTT • fox (563) 422-5978 '(5:} 
www.sfahrea lty.com • Email - chuck_frieden@hotmai l.com ~~~';\'e'!:o~~1 

River Water Quality Project 
officially began operations on July 
1, 2004, and is locaily sponsored 
by the Fayette, Buchanan and 
Delaware County Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Commissioners. 

The South Fork Maquoketa 
River is a warm water stream that 
runs through the corner southeast 
Fayette County, on tbrough the · 
Lamont area and then northwest 
of Dundee in Delaware County. 
The South Fork Maquoketa joins 
with the Upper Maquoketa River 
in Backbone State Park. At that 
point, the joined rivers essentially 
form the upperreaches ofBackbone 
Lake. 

NEW Constant Pressure Pump: 
Maintain the same .pressure with more . 
than one faucet open! 

• Sta-Rite Pumps 
• Co·naire Pressure Tanks r·\.-:: 

Water quality con~erns in the 
watershed are excess sediment, 
nutrients and bacteria reaching 
the river. Identified priority areas 
within the watershed are: 

• Complete Water Systems 

Free Estimates • Reliable Service 
For more details contact: 

ERICKSON 
'PUMP S~RVICE, Inc. 

areas with livestock in close 
proximity to streams, 
areas with the highest sediment 
delivery rates, 
sources of high fecal coliform 
bacteria, 

_Elkader (563) 245-1698 or (563) 245-1684 
1-800-269-1698 

stream segments with no 
filterstrips , and 
intensively cropped areas close to 
streams. . 

Since the start of the project, 
many water quality improving and 

t ·hank you to-area 
landowners for 
practicing soil & , 
water conservation. 

. . . 
Make Gage & Gage your choice 
for on-farm 

Water Wel-ls 
& Pum·ps· 
Amana heating & cooling, plus all your 
plumbing installatio~ and repairs. 

Gage & Gage 
Plumbing & Heating 

609 Hwy. 150 South, West Union 
(563) 422-5691 • 1-800-246-5691 

soil conserving projects have been 
built. The following chart will 
document projects installed by 
county by fiscal year. The project 
may be in operation for two more 
years, depending on continued 
success in reducing the levels of 
sediment, nutrients and bacteria 
that reach the river. 

Participating producers have 
started installing practices like no-

till and contour farming, grassed 
waterways, :filterstrips, wetlands 
and cover crops on corn silage 
acres. 

The Commissioners of the 
participating Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts thank all 
participating watershed residents 
for the work they have done and 
ask those yet to particip~te, to do 
so soon. 

Proud to 
Support the 

Soil and 

Water 
Conservation 

Efforts of Local 
Landowners. 

U niOnland Feed & Supply 
108 S Walnut St., West Union, lA 

PH 563-422-5022 

• Excavating (All Types) • Terraces 
• 'Demolition • Waterways ... 
• Water and Sewer • Ponds 

(563) 864-7515 • 1-888-864-7518 
152 S. West Street, Postville, lA 52162 

Terry Szabo, President 
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Conserva~iOn Progress in ··Fayette Co.unty 
By Jerry Muff 
NRCS 

the continuous CRP. We have water, and wildlife conservation structures to the ·list of eligible cost share level. We usually have 
' a few streams which are almost systems. Five to ten year contracts practices at the 50% cost share no problem utilizing these dollats. 

Most folks have a basic completely-buffered, such as ·the have been developed for farmers level. Fayette County received Resource Enhancement .and 
Otter Creek east of West Union. in the Turkey and Wapsipinicon $191,000 for 2007. We're highly Protection REAP-understanding of the numerous 

and most popular conservation 
programs out there, but are . not 
aware of all the programs we work 
with at the West Union Field Office. 
So I tried to list the programs we 
utilize most commonly in Fayette 
County in the following article. 
They are a combination of federal 
and state programs. 
Federal Programs 

The most influential 
conservation in Fayette County 

· is undoubtedly the continuous 
CRP. We maintain the number 

Another example of excellent River watershed. The _n;1aximum encouraging especially livestock The . commissioners of the 
usage of this program are the amount of annual payments made producers to look into this program SWCD has--decided to use this 
aerials shown in another aiticle to the highest level is $45,000/ for our technical assistance and allocation for Forestry, such as 
of this publication which shows year. If you see unharvested crops cost share assistance to improve tree planting and forest stand 
conservation progress on about left in fields, it is probably a wild the manure management on your improvement at the 75% cost 
seven sections in the Maynard area. life food plot on CSP contracted farm. share level. The district receives 
The majority of farmers in . that land. These food plots may be a WHIP- Wildlife Habitat approximately $10,000 per year. 
large area have adopted contour great help to many wildlife species Incentive Program - Watershed Programs -
buffer strips to their land to reduce for winter survival if these cold Funding has been limited for Currently Fayette SWCD has 
soil erosion and provide wildlife winter temps continue on. this program, so it hasn't been used an approved water quality project 

. area at the same time, not to Environmental Quality Incentive much in the past. However, recent for Mink Creek. Carrie Davis 
mention the water filtering effects Program, EQIP- interest in streambank stabilization is the watershed coordinator for 
of the grass strips. • The farmers This cost share incentive along out cold water streams have the project. Carrie promotes 
there have made fairly substantial program has emphasis on a good chance of receiving 60% the special higher cost share 

two position in the state of Iowa changes to their farming to change cqnservation and water quality for cost share. This work is generally program to the landusers in the 
for total number of CRP contracts. from straight row farming to the Fayette County. A national priority rip rapping the erosive streambank watershed. These funds are from 
The state average is approximately 
1,000 contracts per county, while 
Fayette County has 2,380. Yet we· 
rank 26th in the state for total CRP 
acres, general CRP and continuous 
CRP, which is at 27,700 acres. The 
average CRP acreage for the state 
is 19,380. This points out a pretty 
obvious fact that we have the lion's 
share of small CRP acreages which 
is the smaller acreage practices 
such as vegetative filter strips, 
contour buffers, wetlands, and 
many other practices we get with 

contour buffers that is shown on has been placed on assisting with and installing bank hides for a combination of state and federal 
the aerials. They have done a livestock related issues. Therefore fish habitat. We've received two sources. The Mink Creek project 
great job of changing to a much we have assisted several farmers applications for 2007. is scheduled to end in October 
better and sustainable· operation with man~re storage structures State Programs 2007, but we hope to extend it 
with their contour buffers. ~- and proper waste utilization low~ Financial Incentive through_2008. If you own land in 
Conservation Security Program, plans for those producers. No- Program IFIP - this watershed and are considering 
CSP- till farming, intensive rotational This program provides $40,000 projects, I'd suggest for you to 

The sign-up was in spring of grazing and contour strip cropping - $60,000 to Fayette for primarily contact our o~fice soon. 
2005 in which Fayette County have flat rate payments which the construction of permanent If any of these programs sound 
maintains 125 contracts. This have been used most commonly conservation practices. The interesting to you ~ please contact 
program takes a wide ranging in the county. Recently we SWCD administers this program our office at 563-422-3868 in West 
resource approach to farming. have added tree planting, forest locally and has high priority on Union for more information and 
Payments are made to farmers on stand improvement, plus grassed terraces, gully control practices assistance. 
working lands to implement soil, waterways · and erosion control and grassed waterways at the 50% 

Conservation Makes 
A Difference 
Northeast Iowa· Cooperative is proud to 
support the conservation efforts of area 
farmers and land owners. Your hard work will 
help benefit our agricultural community, while · 
preserving Iowa's unique ecological heritage. -~ 

Northeast Iowa Clermont (563) 423-5293 • Maynard (563) 637-2285 
Sumner (563) 578-3214 • Elgin (563) 426-5566 

Arlington (563) 633-3415 • Winthrop (319) 935-3336 
Lamont (563) 924-2171 • Randalia (563) 428-4411 

Volga (563) 767-2475 · Coopera. ti•V' e DrivenToExceedOur 
_ . . Customers' Expectations 

1 

l 
i 

I 
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Financial Statement 
· July-1,'2oQS, through June 30, ~006 

IMBUDGET -
Allocation 
Commissioner Expenses 
Office Expenses 
STATE COST-SHARE FUNDS 

2005-2006 Allocation 
Spent 
Balance 

2004-2005 Allocation 
Allocated 
Spent 
Balance 

2003-2004 Allocation 
Supplemental Allocation 
Total Allocation 
Spent 
Balance 

REAP Forestry Reallocation 
Allocatjon 
Supplemental Allocation 
Spent 

Reallocated under 2007 Funds 
REAP Practices Reallocation 
Allocation 
Supplemental Allocation 
Spent 

Reallocated under 2007 Funds 
Mink Creek Water Protection Fund 
Spent 
Recalled 

. . $2,000.00 
$1,559.80 

$440.20 

$28,459.'00 
$25,958.10 
$2,500.90 

$28,459.00 
$10,766.50 
$14,855.07 
$2,837.43 

$28,459.00 
$17,991.50 

$46,450.50 
$40,428.08 
$6,022.42 

$2,632.50 
$2,010.00 
$4,425.00 
$5,092.50 

$3,975.00 
$3,450.00 
$8,041.00 

$17,460.00 
48,449.13 

$20,501.87 
$750.00 
$106.40 
$643.60 

P~oud to Support the s:wco 
•1,' ~~~·I Ass-ociated Milk 
A £Wl Producers Inc. 

Jerry Johnson, Manager 
Arlington Division • 3281 40th St., 

Arlington 563-933-4521 

~1!)! ~f?f.i ~ :fl [WilliM~IlTHIIIHJI 
. Many models to 

choose from! 

ORECK 
Hotpoint & GE High 

Efficiency Appliances • Vacuums, bags, belts & 
accessories, as well as 

Oreck Air Purifiers! Aiiilliii' 
High Efficiency 

Furnaces & 
Air Conditioners 
(Excellent Rebates!) 

[t;J ~~~~!.J Bixby Biomass (corn) Heating System I 

~us. Cellular 
AIU T HOR!lEO: A. OENf 

Your local U.S. 
Cellular Agent 

Reconditioned 
Appliances 
Guaranteed 
50 In-Stock! 

Trotter ends seven years 
as SWCD commissioner 

Joyce Trotter of Fairbank is stepping down after seven years as a Fayette County Soil and 
Water District commissioner. She sai~ her commitment to her grandchildren and her job at 
Oran Mutual Telephone Company made it difficult to devote more time to the board. 
During her years as a commissioner, Trotter points to helping area children and 
conservationists become more educated about their practices. 
"Each year all Fayette County third graders were invited to attend a conservation field day, 
which !ncluded sessions on soil, erosion, wildlife, forestry and farm safety," Trotter said. 
"Education offered to adults included no till field day and a program specifically for lady 
landowners." · 

J T Trotter became involved as a commissioner because she was concerned about land and 
oyce rotter water conservation. She and her husband, Rick, own 160 acres, and 60 of those acres are 

part of the Conservation Reserve-Program to reduce soil erosion. The Tr~tters grow switchgrass, wild flow<:;rs 
and other plants_ on those 60 acres, and the remaining land is timber. Trotter said they've participated in CRP 
for about 14 years. · 

As a commissioner, Trotter said she was proud of approving payment for cost share for different practices 
for area farmers and for acting as a good example of conservation. 

"The most rewarding part of being a commissioner was seeing new conservation practices take place on 
the land and seeing the third graders get excited about conservation;" she said. 

Nearing, cont. from front 
We applied manure and fertilizer; 
we planted alfalfa, soybeans and 

. anything else we could think to try 
to improve the yield, all with no 
improvement. Finally after about 
twenty years we started to get the 
land to produce again. We had 
made the mistake of not pushing 
back the top soil and stock piling 
so that it· could be put back over 
the areas were had removed soil 

from. This process is now called 
topsoiling, but at that time we 
didn't know that was needed. 

The good news is that from the 
very start until the present time 
and into t·he future these structures 
are keeping the soil in place. 

In the nineteen nineties, I 
moved the intakes closer to the 
terraces and converted the area 
near the intakes to narrow base 

terraces. This time, I topsoiled 
and didn't loss any yield from 
the construction and now there 
is not a problem operating large 
equipment in this field. With 
proper maintenance, I expect that 
my grandchildren will see these 
terraces still working when they 
turn one hundred years old. · 

· Propane Sales & Service 
including 20# cylinder fills 

• 
Rheem Heating 
& Cooling · 

Rdax. 
lt?.RI~<."11'l." 

l\1~l\1AlTAG Sales & S~rvice 
-

lltR~Q~~{;.Y ' Gas Burning Fireplaces 

tBIEF Wood Burning Stoves 

Gas Grill~ by: ~-·P!!~!~ 

DoDINE Garage Heaters 
~ 

And, we're· your local 
·ups Shipping Center 

lid' 

PLUMBING: Faucets, Vanities, 
Disposers, Toilets, Showers 

WE INSTALL! 

West Union 563-422-3671 or 1-800-632-2324 

Free · Estimates 
on heating & cooling 

systems! 
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Conservation progresS ·on the ·la·nd 
· Share or EQIP funds. No matter two main agents of soil erosion are . practices, contour buffer strips 

water and wind. The amount of and grassed waterways, work well 
By LaVonne Koch , slope length is terraces. Terraces 

There is an · area in Fayette · are permanent structures that diver~ 
County between Maynard and the water underground through 
Westgate where the increasing 
amount . of soil conservation 
practices on the land is very visible 
and is showing a great impact to 
conservation. The last 16 years, 
this area has had a ripple effect 
on contour buffer strips, terraces, 
and grassed waterways. These 15 
landowners took a step towards 
conservation, and this area shows 
a significant amount of progress. 

soil carried away is related to two hand.:in-hand · 
factors: speed of as upland is 
water and plant treated and 
cover. With the the rows of 
speed of water, the cropped 
the higher the g r o u n d 
velocity the b e t w e e n 
higher the the grassed 
loss of soil contour strips 
and with plant empty water 
cover, where into grassed 
plants protect w ate r w a y s , 
the soil and in reducing sheet 
their absence and rill and 
wind and water 

During the 90s, this area had 
seen heavy rains and experienced 
sheet and rill erosion and 
ephemeral gully erosion. After Th. h · f 1 d can do much 

ephemeral 
gully erosion. 

which program. the conservation 

watching th~ county clean soil out townships, 16 years before conserv~tion practices 
of the road ditches, the landowners were applied to the land. 

ts s ows a 1990 vtew o Har an an Fremont d 
amage. As you 

drive the 
knew that something needed to be 
done as this was their soil off their intakes and tile and replace some 
land. grass waterway. 

Even though some of these 
areas may not be classified as 
highly erodible but with longer 
slope lengths, the velocity of 
the water can cause tremendous 
amount of rilling. Grassed contour 
buffer strips reduce the slope 
lengths which also reduce the 
amount of soil erosion. Another 
conservation practice reducing 

Sheet and rill erosion is 
common on agricultural land 
lacking permanent vegetation. 
With a corn and bean rotation and 
fence row to fence row cropping, 
this has been a major factor in · 
soil erosion. Following rainfall 
in cropped fields after tillage, rill 
erosion occurs. Muddy runoff also 
indicates high sediment loss. The 

Ephemeral 
gully erosion is caused when 
concentrated: flow of water runs off 
a field. Fast moving water tends to 
cut into the soil causing gullies. The 
most common areas are in draws 
and other low lying areas on a slope 
where water concentrates as it runs 
off a field. A grassed waterway is 
an important practice reducing 
gully erosion. A grassed waterway 
has good upland treatment. Two 

county, one can 
see the many 
conservation 
p r a ·c tic e s 
which make a 
great impact 
on the land. 

This 2006 photo shows significant progress of 
conservation practices in the same area in Harlan 
and Fremont townships. There are contour buffer 
strips-10.56 quarter sections, terraces-.38 quarter 
sections, grassed waterways-13.5 miles. 

Some of the conservation practices 
are enrolled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program while others 
may have received State Cost 

practices fall under, these practices 
have really made a great difference _ 
in reduction of soil erosion. 

e Farm? Call tqday about the Open Enrollme·nt 
pe·riod for Senior Blue® Medicare 
Supplement Plans from The Blues®. 
Through March 31, 2007 

>,.:·· 

··t.· 

Hertz Farm Management is proud to 

support our area conseNationists. 

Thank you for all your hard work! 

~112!!!~ 
Caring for You a~ Your Farm ™ 

215 East San Marnan Dr. 
Waterloo, lA 507"02 

319/234-1949 
319/234-2060 f~x 

As independent agents for Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa, we 
can ·recommend health plan options that fit your needs and lifestyle. And, from now 
until March 31, 2007, The Blues® are offering an Open Enrollment period that 
could interest you. 

Any Iowa resident enrolled in Medicare Parts A and B may enroll in a Senior 
Blue Medicare Supplement Plan regardless of heaith status. Whether you 
already have a senior plan with The Blues, or are insured with another company, 
you ean change your plan to receive a greater level of Medicare supplement 
benefits. 

Don't miss this opportunity to learn more about this Open Enrollment period for 
Senior blue Medicare supplement Plans from a company you know and trust: 
Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa. Call today. I'll help find the best 
options for you! 

AUTHORIZED 
INDEPENDENT 

AGENT FOR +.. . vm ·. \i'\ellmark., · u ·J31uecross 
. . .. BlueSbield 

of Iowa 

You Just Can't Beat The Blues® 

Gerald L. Bauer 
LUTCF, Vice President 

LIFE OF IOWA, INC. 
1621 S Frederick, Box 32 
Oelwein, Iowa 50662 
(319) 283-3696 
1-888-568-2406 

Well mark B[ue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa is an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Association. © 2006 Wellmark Inc., Des Moines, lA This open enrollment offer is not intended to alter the Medicare 
Supplement open enrollment offering required by law during the six-month period beginning with the first day of the 
first month in which an individual is both 65 years of age or older and is enrolled for benefits under Medicare Part B. 

Form No. IA-MA-18-P-06 
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Minll,\Creel Wltershed Project 
By Carrie Davis :_.. contributions from the watershed. 

The Mink Creek Watershed, Turbidity measurements after 
located in eastern Fayette and significant rain events are noted 
western Clayton counties; has as "spectacularly high" by Upper· 
been the subject of a water Iowa University Professor of 

believes that a voluntary effort in 
improving conservation is the best 
way to protect our uniq~e natural 
areas. The SWCD is currently in 
the process of writing a proposal 
to - obtain additional . funding 
to continue tbe Mink Creek 
Watershed Project. 

The Mink Creek Watershed 

quality project the past year. Biology, Rick Klann. 
Encompassing over 12,000 acres, The primary focus of the 
Mink Creek is· a cold water trout project has been on reducing 
stream classified· as class B (HQ) sedi:tnent delivery into the stream. 
by the Iowa DNR water resource Practices fnstalled through the Project is supported in part or in 
classification system. This means project will be provided up to 75% total by the Iowa Department of 
that the stream has "exceptional cost share and will be prioritized Agriculture and Land Stewardship, 
recreational and ecological based on reduction of sediment Division of Soil Conservation, 
importance. Special protection delivered to the stream. Structural through funds of the Watershed 
is warranted to maintain the practices installed through the Protection Fund and by the Iowa 
unusual, unique, or outstanding project include terraces, grade Department of Natural Resources 
physical, chemical, or biological stabilizationstructures,andgrassed through a grant from the U.S. 
characteristics which these waters waterways. In addition to funding Environmental Protection Agency 
possess." provided through the watershed undertheFederalNon-pointSource 

The water quality of Mink project, additional funding so.urces Management.Program(Section 319 
Creek is being negatively such as CRP, REAP, and EQIP of the Clean Water Act): Technical 
impacted by massive amounts of have been promoted and utilized. assistance is provided by the 
sediment and excessive nutrient The Fayette County SWCD U.S. Department of Agriculture, 

•------------------------------- Natural Resource 

Thanks for Making an Impact 
Farmers Savings Bank salutes the efforts of area 

landowners and farmers. Your work in field · -
management, wetlands & watershed projects, 

and planting treelines has made a tremendously 
positive impact on our state. 

FARMERS 
SAV-INGS-- BJINI{ ·-·--

MEMBER 

FDIC 

Conservation 
Service. All 
programs and 
services are 
offered on a non­
discriminatory 
basis, without 
regard to race, 
color, national 
origin, religion, 
sex, age, marital 
status, or 
handicap. ..... 

· BeHer Farming Practices 
Help Iowa's Farms Prospe.r 
· Proud to support the SWCD. 

@ . 
PIONEER® 

UHANQ NIOQ<JC·f$ 

Charlie 
Kohls 

Clermont 423-7185 

TURKEY RIVER 
FORESTRY 
B~ying Logs or 
Stan~ing Timber 

Timber Stand 
Improvement 

Paul Franzen 
563-426-5851 
or 380-9599 

SERVING OUR NBGHBORS & FRIENDS SINCE 1907 
. . 

BANKLINE 856-5432 or TOLLFREE 1-888-856-5432 www.farmerssavingsbank.com 

Coase .. vatloa 
Makes A Dl&e .. ace 

Loca/20. 
•J 

rechnology 
PARTNER 

For All Your Internet and Telecommunications Needs 
Specializing in: 
• Home or Office Co~puter Networking 
• Telephone Wiring 
• Business Phone Systems 
• High Speed Internet 
• Computer Security · 
• Web Design & Hosting 

~. 1\1 E NI \ ATION : C o M M 0 "--"""' 

The Service and Technology You DeservefrM 

For customer service, new installs, 
or repair requests call: 

(563) 245-4000 . 
www.alpinecom.net lit 

BRUENING 

Thanks to all area landowners and 
fariners for your efforts in ~oil 

conservation, forestry and watershed 
management. Your work will enable 

'Iowa to continue to be an agricultural 
_leader, while providing an inviting & 

clean place to live 

Ag-llme • Crushed Rock • RIP Rap 

BRUENING. ROCK PRODUCTS 
325 WASHINGTON • DECORAH, lA • 382-2933 . 
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Sadlers': :'hOst-·2b06 No~Till , Advantage·. Field Day. 
By Dan Burkhart , planter. In addition to reducing little yield difference between the long term advantages ror land- benefits include, increased water 
Fayette GEED machinery cost because of less tillage methods. As a result, no- owners who require tenants to use infiltration, raising soil carbon 

· trips over the . no-till systems. levels and lowering carbon loss. 
field, no-till Bob VoboraAreaResource Soil NRCS representative, Paul 
systems reduce Scientist, NRCS, demonstrated Vondra shared information on 
fuel used per the changes in soil tilth, water no-till cost-share payments and 
acre and cut infiltration and compaction in long • related government programs. 
labor cost to . term no-till operations. Studies The field day was sponsored by 
approximately show that fields need to be in no- ISU Extension in Fayette County 
.6 hour p.er till 3-5 years before the long term and the Fayette County Soil and 
acre. Temeyer's benefits begin to occur. These Water Conservation District: 
system leaves 
nearly all 
crop residues 
attached to the 
soil, and as a 
result, residue 
does not float Brian Lang, ISU Extension Crop Specialist, and 
off the field and Robert Tigner, ISU Extension Farm management 
fill county road Specialist for NE Iowa, inspect no-till soybeans 
ditches after on the Sadler farm. . 

Bob Vobora, Arc:a Resource Soil heavy rain~all. -
Scientist NRCS demonstrated how Valuable soil also sta~s where till system net profit is also higher. 

Lang also commented on no-till 
long term advantages related to 
soil savings and soil tilth. 

changes in soil tilth occur over time in it ~elongs-in the field. 
no-till farming systems. Bnan Lang, ISU Crop 

The second annual Fayette 
County No-Till Advantage Field 
Day was June 30, 2006 on the 
Ervin and JoAnn Sadler farm near 

Specialist summarized long 
term research that shows that 
even though corn yields are on 
an average 5% less than a chisel 
plow systeni, reduced costs· gives 

Oelwein. Justin Temeyer, tenant, the no-till the advantage in higher 
shared information on his no-till profit per acre. Research shows 
system and displayed his no-till that soybean yields show very 

Put one of these at the bottom 
of your well and your water 
worries are over. 

Robert Tigner, ISU Farm 
Management Sp.ecialist, reviewed 
the no-till advantages that improve 
the bottom line, including lowefing 
energy and laJ:mr cost per acre, less 
machinery expense and fewer trips 

. over the field. Tigner also reviewed 

The opportunity to-share ideas related to no-till farming systems is a 
valuable part of the No-Till Advantage Field Day. 

NEW 17e0 FRONT-FOLD PlANTER 

The new split~ 
row sensation 

Split-row planting wiiJ never be 
the same again. Here's why: · 
• On-board seed tanks hold up to 

lOO·bu. of seed for fewer refills 
• Pro-Series"' tow units. provide 

· excellent depth control 
• Lubed-for.;.life Pro~Shaft meter 

. . 
drives are maintenance free 

• Redesigned frame folds to 
12· ft. 11 irt wide or less 

• Available In five configurations 
To learn more about the new 
1790 Planter, visit us today. 

e CLERMONT IMPLEMENT 
JOHN DEERE 

Clermont, lA 563-423-5206 

Stay comfortable all-year~round with RUUD. 
Gas Furnaces and High Efficiency Air Conditioners! 

F&F Hardware 
Plumbing,. Heating & Electrical 

ELGIN 
563-426-5144 
FREE ·ESTIMATES 

Efficiency 
Solutions 

l'i1l AlliANT 
WENERGY. 
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Nuss··,retires-aS Fayette ··swco commissioner 
After nearly years," said Nuss. "We have a pollution in streams and rivers Nuss says he's ready to put the land, and realize you have a 

30 years on the good staff here m Fayette County, that run through farmlands. He's his trust into the new generation younger generation behind you. 
Fayette County and I'm pretty sure they'll continue also concerned about general soil . of conservation leaders in Fayette I hope the next commissioner 
Soil and Water doing a good job." erosion into bodies of water. County. He says it will take a can utilize the young farmers 
Conservation The commissioner says his "My biggest concern has been new voice to get the attention of ·a · arid landowners we have here. 
Board,PaulNuss, biggest hope for the future is quality of water. Too many people new body of government, which is They're the ones who can tell the 
of Hawkeye, is . that land owners and neighbors use the land as only a tool, and try crucial in finding help to conserve lawmakers what we need to do 
stepping down as continue to show stewardship in to . get as much as they can out of the land. · next." 
commissioner. the county. it." "You need to have a love for 

Nuss said he Paul Nuss "There have been some good The commissioner compares 
wants to retire so that a younger things · done, and there's much the practice of preventing water 
generation of conservationists can more we can do." erosion to roller skating up a steep 
continue to improve water and soil Nuss said he hopes future hill. He says there's little or notime 
quality in Fayette County. Fayette SWCD commissioners to break away from the common 

"I've been fortunate to work maintain ~ steady focus on conservation practices that have 
with a· great board through the eliminating chemical runoff been installed by the board in 

Western Catholic Union 
is a Fraternal Benefit Soci~ty which 
has been providing insurance, social 
programs and benefits for its members 
since 1877. These benefits include: 

• ScriptSave Discount Drug Card 
• WCU Baseball Bash 
• Safe Harbou"r Plan 
• WCU High School Scholarship 
• Insurance and Security Plans 
• Orphan Benefit Plan 
• Newborn Child Plan 
•. Spiritual Enrichment and Reflection 
• PlanPlus Healthcare Discount Program 
• Home Mortgage Benefit 
• Hotel Savings Program 

. • Gerald A. Wiewel Vocation Scholarship 
• Significant Organization Savings Program 

(S.O.S.) 

WCU Announce• Rate Increases 
FULLY INTENDED ANNUITIES 

1 YEAR* 5.00°/o 
2 YEAR 5.05°/o 
3 YEAR 5.10°/o 
SYEAR 5.15o/o 
8 YEAR 5.20o/o 

0/o 

Agent 
83-3696 

~11 Free t-888-568-2406 

past decades. To 
do . so, he says, 
would mean 
the big gains 
achieved in water 
quality in Fayette 
County would be 
for nothing. 

"The best thing 
for the next 
commissioners to 
do is keep doing 
what we've done, 
and let the next 
group continue 
to improve the 
quality of our 
land and water." 

m"Certirted 2.9% for 60 months 
1i:1 uSEow~c~ .on Used Silverado Trucks 

. ~· * worr·ie,s~N . 1 00,000 . mile powertrain warranty 
2006 Chevy Silverado 2500HD Crew cab, &.&L VB Turbo Diesel, whit~ . 
2005 Chevy Silverado 2500HD Crew cab, B.1 L VB, dark pewter, 1Bk miles 
2003 Chevy Silverado 2500HD Crew cab, &.OL VB, red, 31 k miles 
2005 Chevy Silverado 2500HD Ext. cab, &.&L VB Turbo Diesel, red 
2004 Chevy Silverado 2500HD Ext. cab, &.OL VB, silver 
2003 Chevy Silverado 2500HD Ext. cab, &.OL VB, silver 

- - - - - --- white 

Chevy Silverado 1500 Ext., Zl1, FLEXFUEL 5.3L VB, white, 22k miles 
2005 Chevy Silverado 1500 Ext. cab, Zl1, 5.3L VB, red, 1Bk miles 
2003 Chevy Silverado 1500 Ext. cab, SS, 4.3L V&, red, 24k miles 
2006 Chevy Silverado 1500 Reg. cab, Zl1, 5.3L VB, red, 4, 700 miles 
2004 Chevy Silverado 1500 Reg. cab, 4x2, 4.BL V&, red, 30k mil~s 
2003 Chevy Silverado 1500 Reg. cab, 4x4, 5.3L VB, silver, 29k miles 
2003 Chevy SilveraJl.o 1500 Reg. cab, 4x4, 4.3L V&, blue, 25k miles 

$32,900 
$25,900 
$20,900 
$28,900. 
$20,900 
$17.900 . 

$22,900 
$23,900 
$22,900 
$14,900 
$17,900 
$16,900 

,, you need ' 
TRUCK, you 

need IIJ 11op at 
Decorah Chetyl 

AN 
R:-vDwriON 

Decorah Chevrolet-Cadillac 
563-382-3619 • 1815 State Hwy. 9 • 800-319-3619 

CHEVROLET www.decorahchev.com 

Lumber is 
a crop ... 

harvest wisely! 
Grau Logs 
~Lumber 
t t 6 Gunder Rd., Elkader 

563-245-t t47 
563-245- t 924 

FORD TRUCKS: 
We haul more before. 9 a.m. 
than most trucks haul all day 

For the hardest working, 
most successful, most reliable truck 

on the road today ... look no further. 
Decorah Auto Center has 

the pickup you want! 

LINC OLN MERCURY 

Decorah 
Auto Center 

1817 State Hwy 9 E 
(563) 382-3919 
1-800-944-3919 
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Iowa CRr proUrain ~'CP33- QU8il Buffer" verv popular 
By Tom Sperfslage 
Environmental Specialist, IDALS­
DSC 

Iowa producers have found the 
CRP CP33 - Quail Buffer practice 
very popular. Iowa was allocated 
20,000 acres for this practice, 
starting Oct. 1, 2004. 

Across the state, we have 
obligated more than 19,000 acres 
of that original allocation in a 
little more than 2 years. In the 
last 6 months alone, 
we have obligated 
about 6,000 acres 
state-wide. 

South Fork 
Maquoketa River 
watershed residents 
have also found 
interest in the 
CRP Quail Buffer. 
Participating 
producers · have 
determined that this 
. practice will reduce 
sediment delivery 
to the river, protect 
their fenceline/ 
endrow areas, and 
produce quality 
quail and pheasant 
habitat. 

In ourwatershed, 
we have 32 contracts 
deyeloped for a 
total of 341 acres 
enrolled. Of this 

total, 121.9 acres will be seeded 
· in the spring of 2007. We have 

nearly 2% of the state's acreage 
' allocation for this practice, while 
our watershed is about .001% . 
of the state's farmland. •That's 
a . very positive statement . from 
our participating watershed 
producers. 

Wildlife studies http://www. 
fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?a 
rea=newsroom&subject= landing 

&topic=ner&newstype=newsrel& 
type=detail&item=nr_20061114 _ 
rel_1580;html) in the United 
States are documenting that bird 
numbers are. increasing in areas 
with CRP Quail buffers. Tliere 

Locally, we can document that 
sediment delivery to the river is 
reduced when watershed residents 
install conservation practices like 
the Quail Buffer. 

We encourage you to continue 
identifying the most critical areas 
of your property and adopt a higher 
level of conservation on them. 

is one watershed ~------------------.... -----------lllllllillo.. 
resident who 

· reports that quail 
have already been 
seen on his Quail 

· Buffer. 

Look Up, 
Look Down, 

. 
• During the upcoming planting season, be extra careful and stay alert . 

for hazards. 
·Be especially careful with tall equipment such as combines and grain 

augers. 
• Keep an eye out for overhead power lines and electrical equipment on 

and below the ground . 

WE PUT SAFETY Fl RST! · 

TONY'S · Allamakee·Ciayton Electric Cooperative 
~ Ph. 888-788-1551 Wadena -l~oeker 

563-774-2725 

www.acrec.com 

DODGE TRUCKS 

-A Touchstone Energy$ Cooperative 

.FORD 
TRUCKS 

CHEVY 
.- TRUCKS 

SHOP ALL THREE MAJOR TRUCK BRANDS ••• IN ONE LOCATION! 
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the Most of Manure 

• Tires: auto, lt. truck 
I commercial 

• Alignment 
• Struts I Shocks 
• Brakes 
• Trailer Hook-ups 
• Hitches 
• Exhaust I More 

...._ --- -

Avaloll TirtJ 
&. fkrvit!ll l!tJIIfrlr llftJ. 

By James Wolfe 
In 2005, Ken ..-------,---....., 

Pape installed a 
concrete manure 
storage structure 
as part of his hog 
operation. "I 

. wanted a system 
that would help 
my operation be 
environmentally Ken Pape 
sound and make the most of the 
nutrients in the manure," _Ken 
states. 

Storing manure allows it to be 
applied to the land, when it is most 
beneficial, as opposed to frozen 
fields or growing crop fields. The 
structure has the capaci~y to hold 
the manure from 18,000 nursery 
pigs for one year. 

Storing .manure also allows 
it to be managed for its nutrients. 
The cropland receiving the manure · 
from Kens' operation has no 
additional commercial fertilizer 
applied to corn-bean rotation fields. 
The liquid manure is injected into 
·the sol. This reduces loss to the · 
environment (volatilization to . the 
air runoff) and increases nutrients 
(nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
potassium) available to the crops. 
No-till injection coulters disturb 
the soil only minimally. 

10-20th St.se 
Oelwein, lA 

(Next to K-Mart) 
(319) 283-4040 

Don RaJJsch & ·Sons 
Construction 

can take care ofyour on-the-farm 

cQnstruction needs. We are also 

proud to assist in the efforts 

toward proper soil cotiservation and 

Ken also feeds distill~rs grain 
and feed reducing phytase to his 
hogs. Both these reduce the amount 
of phosphorus in the manure. This 
makes it easier to not over apply 
phosphorus on fields that test high 
in phosphorous. 

Cost-share . assistance is 

available from the NRCS through 
the EQIP (Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program) for 
manure storage and other manure 
management practices and other 
soil · conservation practices_. You 
can contact the office at 563-422-
3868 for more information, 

.we proudly support area farmers, and 
"builders, soil conservation effortsl 

W.e have both large and small equipment that can ·go to work for you. Our 
small crews are equipped with mini excavators, 04 size dozers, skid loaders 

and an experienced crew. We also 'construct block retaining walls. 

Contact Chuck Sender at {563) 532-9211 
110 Main St. • Ossian, lA 

www. rei II y-eo ristructi Q n .com 
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Rod Marlatt, Conservation 
Director Fayette County 
Conservation Board 

What is my legacy? It'~ a 
question that all of us ponder 
as the years roll by and age sets 
in. Landowners in our state are 
becoming older and decisi0ns have 
to be made in regards to passing the 
land down, selling it, or a multitude 
of other options. Much of this 
land has been well cared for by the 
landowner or has unique virtues 
such as conservation farming 
practices, timber, wetlands, and 
prairie. Many of these stewards 
of the land want to ensure that, 
regardless of the transfer of this 
land, the virtues that they have 
so carefully protected remain . 
forever. 

One of the best tools available 
to provide this protection is ~ 
Conservation Easement. 

A Conservation Easement 
is the most popular, permanent 
way you can protect natural land 
while continuing to own it. The 
land is still yours to sell or pass 
onto your heirs, but you set aside 
certain rights. You determine that 
no future owner will ·do specific 
things on the property that would 
harm its conservation or natural 
features. 

For example, you ·can set aside 
the development rights to ensure 
your land is always used ~or 
wildlife or farming. Conservation 
Easements can be Qsed to restrict 
quarrying, building, timber 
harvest, or any combination of 

land rights. 
The limitations set forth in 

Conservation Easements · are 
tailored to suit your unique 
property as well as your personal 
preferences as a landowner. 

When you write a Conservation 
Easement, you choose a 
conservation organization or 
agency that will ensure the 
easement terms are respected in 
the future. That the conservation 
partner shares your goals for the 
land and accepts the responsibility 
to monitor the land use regularly 
and enforce your restrictions · if 
necessary. 

The protection afforded 
by ·Conservation Easements is 
permanent; it legally binds all 
present and futu~e owners of the 
land. Easements· are recorded 
with the county recorder and are 
permanently attached to the title of 
the land thereafter. 

Some pe.ople choose to place 
a Conservation Easement on land 
before it is transferred by sale, 
gift, inheritance or bequest. Even 
if the new owner is a good land 
steward, the easement adds a layer 
of protection for the land. 

Iowa law (Chapter 457A) . 
. allows the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources, any County 
Conversation Boahi, a ncr any city 
in Iowa to hold a Conservation . 
Easement. Many federal agencies, 
soil conversation districts, and 
private, nonprofit organizations 

also' hold Conservation 

United Building Centers 
Elkader 

When a Conservation Easement 
reduces the property value, 
the landowner that · donates the 

. easement may claim the difference 
in value as a charitabie deduction 
for income tax purposes. An 
easement may lower estate taxes 
and inheritance taxes, too. 

If you've ever considered 
donating a Conservation Easement, 
new legislation provides a huge 
incentive to act sooner rather than 
later. The Pension Protection Act 
of 2006 significantly expands tax 
in~entives for easements donated · 
by Dec. 31, 2007. 

Specifically the new 
legislation: 

Raises the charitable deduction 
landowners can take for donating 
Conservation Easements from 
30% to 50% of their adjusted gross 
income in any year; 
Increases the deduction limit to 
100% of income if the donor is a 
farmer or rancher; and 
Allows the donor to carry forward · 
the charitable deduction for up to 
15 years. 

Again, if you're looking to 
preserve the land you have worked 
so hard to_ protect, and leave a 
legacy, you may want to consider 
a Con~ervation Easement. 

For more inf.Qrm~tion you 
may contact the Fayette County 
Conservation Board or other legal 
easement recipients. Potential 
donors should also consult with 
their attorneys, financial advisors, 
fam!ly members and heirs. 

Dean Franzen, Mgr. 
Mike Erickson, Asst. Mgr. 

UNITED BUILDING 
C E N T E R S 24411 Hwy. 13 North (563) 245-2515 1-800-632-5556 

Mon.-Fri. 7:00-5:00; Sat. 8:00-Noon 

Chris Smith, Dale Tieskoetter, Milt Schutte 
& Greg Formanek, Project Sales 
Joann Franzen'& Kari Franzen, 

Kitchen Designers 

Fayette SWCD Report 

Get your · 
farm 
insuranc·e 
in line this 
spring ... 

February 2007 Page 23 

• Repairs & Tune-ups 
• Full line of. parts 

Pape's 
Appliance 
118 Main St., Hawkeye 
(563) 427-3246 

Your local FarMutual agent knows about farming. 
Let us help you .select coverages you need at a price 
you can afford. 

Call us today to review your farm coverages. 

FAI{}IJ{fu!J~~® 
Kelly & Miller Insurance 

144 S. Main, Fayette 
Lisa Kelly · (563) 425-4569 . Lyle Miller 

~ -o\' ~ 
l.. )· 1. 
; 
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Massman, conurom ,;ORI 
Supports Area · 
Farmers & Soi'l 
Conservation 

activities, and helps out at the Good 
Samaritan center in West Union, 
and Ossian Senior Hospice. 

Any spare opportunity she has, 
Sammy is helping her dad with 
chores or working with her own 
cattle. She goes fishing during the 
summer, and hunts with both bow 
and shotgun for deer and turkey 
during the fan. 

"Being an avid outdoorsman 
has been the most help in choosing 
my career field," Massman says. 

Sammy Jo held a job at the 
Coop 1-Stop convenience store in 
Ossian, where she absorbed more 
farming knowledge. Listening 
to farmers at the store helped her 
prepare for an eventual career in 
farm services. 

"With the gas station being 
farmer owned, I got to see and 
hear the problems that arose on 
their farms. I realized that going 
-into an agriculture field would be 
a perfect suit for me in helping 
farmers." · 

We are proud to supporLthe 

Fayette County Soil and 

Water Conservation District. 

The work you do preventing 

soil loss due to wind & 

erosion; preserving wetlands;· 

managing forests; and 

keeping our ground water 

free of pollution is ~alue to 

us all. THANK YOU! 

II Steege 
PHftRmHCY 

Ken Steege, RPH 

119 N. Vine, West Uliion 
(56~) 422-3151 

Massman realizes that even the 
smaller jobs, such as rock picking, 
baling hay and picking corn have 
given her a boost in conservation 
knowledge. To ber, it was just 
another stone turned over along 

' the path to her career goals. · 
"Through these part time jobs, 

I have gained more knowledge 
on the nutrient uptake and 
requirements of the soil. Working 
in the fields, I noticed all of the 
erosion and improper tillage that 
happens in local fields. I would 
like to help farmers out (now that I 
know) the need for assistance with 
farmers and their crops." 

Continuing her education is one 
step Massman knows is important 
in today's business ag field. Her 
plan is to use her passion for 
farming as motivation in college, 
the same way she did in FFA in 
high school and on the farm. 

"The goals I have for education 
exceed my spendirtg limits by 
.a lot, but I know it will help rne 
in the future. With the help of 

. scholarships and loans, I hope to 
succeed in both my educational 
and career goals. I've put a lot 
of time into (gaining) agriculture 
knowledge and learning advances 

KRAUSE 

The Krause primary tillable series ollovvs formers to complete their prjrnary tillage faster and more effidently. That's 
because- the Krouse LandSover eliminates bourJdng and jumpi:'lg to· stay in the ground and do the job. The front shank 

beam is weighted to allow for better penetration in the. hardest ground conditions. Additional cfeorance height ls achieved 
by the stockedwishbone fame andAFrame Ntch de§gn. And, weil-designed spacing means better flow-through ond 

less plugging. These features mean savings now, ond better root systems later: 

in new technology." L...-----------------------_.;..------------~------' 

4th Annual 

OPENH U' 
-· 

The parts department will be offering the lowest prkes of the year on oil, 

filters, sweeps, planter parts, plus twine and net wrap, so it's a good time 

to stock up! 

The service department special is a co_mplete 57 -point planter inspection 
~ 

for $16.50 per row. Any parts or. labor booked through the service 

department on Open House day will be eligible for an extra 1 Oo/o savings. 

If your Open House purchases are $750 or more, and you use your 

commercial revolving account, CASE/IH will give you NO INTEREST, 

NO PAYMENT until May 1, 2007. 

• SPECIALS 

• EQUIPMENT DISPL~Y . 

• VISIT OUR SALES DEPT. 

We invite you to come for the deals, 
the food, the information, and the 
fun! Maybe even a prize- if you are 
actively engaged in farming! 

LUNCH 10:00 am-3:00pm .. 

New Hampton Red Power, Inc. 
2205 240th St. , New Hampton 

PH 641-394-3178 FAX 641-394-2013 
www.nhrpsales@newhamptontedpower.com 


