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ACTIVITIES OF YOUR DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS 
9- 1-64 Regionccl "Queen of >the Furrow" contest at Cherokee 

(V ere COiriil!g'ton, Chairman) 

10- 9-64 Met with Osceola District Commissioners on tree plant­
ing programs. 

11- 6-64 Reviewed Ralston and Grand Meadow Watemheds to 
g.et infurmrution for priority reoommendartJions. 

11-18-64 Little SiQIUX Work!s Committee Meeting at Sioux C:ity 

11-18-64 SiQIUX City Program for Permanent .&gricultuxe Ban­
quet at S1oux City 

12-21-64 County Conservation Board meeting on recreation pro­
jects. 

12-30-64 Meeting on the 1965 AOP Prog;rrum 

1-19-65 Awa~rds dinner for winners in the Iowa! Soil. Conser­
vation Aoh!i.evement Awards program. Robert. Rawson 
was sweepstakes winner. Des Moines Regd.ster presented 
the awards 

2-24-65 Meeting of priority sub-<eommirtltee of Little Sioux Works 
Committee at SiQIUx Ci:ty 

3-11-65 Grand Meadow Watershed meeting 
3-19-65 Meeting on 1966 ACP program 
3-24-65 Meeting ,af prior.iJty sub-committee of DiJttle Sioux Wooks 

Committee at Moville 
3-29-65 Little Sioux Works Committee meeting at Sioux Cilty 
4-25-65 NaJtional Wat€[1Shied Congress at Sioux City 

4-30-65 Grand Meadow Wrutershed meeting ,. · 
5- 1-65 Distl'ilbuted material f·or So.iJl Stewardship Week 
6- 4-65 Inspection of completed wa.tersheds 

6- 7 -·65 Speoral meetin.g 1to d!iscuss !lilood pmblems !held! at 
Cherokee State Bank. Presenting materia•! were repre-

' 1 sentatives of ithe Corps of En~, U. S. Army, Iowa 
• ~ 1 ' State Conservation OO'IIliJ1ission, Soil Conservation Ser-

vice, Iowa N atur·<I'l Resources Council ·and! local people 
6- 9-65 lnspeation IO!f tqompleted waJtershedls 
6-21-65 Little Sioux Works Committee meeting at Sioux Cioty 

11 Regular business meeting of your Cornmlissioners d'lll'ing 
fiscal year 



MISCELLANEOUS DISTRICT ACTIVITIES 
.3-10-64 ConservaJtion program for Aurelia' Garden Clulb 

8-22-64 Aurel!ia Boy Scoots om ·tour oif Pilot Rook Watel"SSh.ed 

10- 1-64 ConservaJtion progrnm for Cherokee High Sohool Agri­
cu[rture Cl~s 

10- 5-64 Cherokee Hi:gh AgricuLtural class •toured Pilot Rock 
Watershed 

12-14-64 OonservaJtion ,program fur Marcus Rotary ClU!b 

5-10-65 Aslsisited members of OheTOkee iBoy Scout troop with 
woi1k om ~onservation merit badges 

5-17-65 Assisted Wlith conserv>ation school for Marcus and Mar­
cus Holy N arne School pupils ·~ Riney Knob Access 
area near Washta 

5-19-65 Assisted with conservation sChool for Meri.den school 
pupils aJt Martin Access &-ea 

6-22-65 Watemhed ;program for Marcus Rotary Club 

6-25-65 Iowa Chapter of Soil Conservation Society of Ameri~ 
picnic and meeting at Mar.tm Access area 

The Cherokee Distr>ict par:ticipruted' in the Sioux City Program 
for ·Pel1manent Agrictrlture sponsored by ·th!e Si:oux City Journal 
and lthe Sioux Cilty Chamber of Commerce and the Iowa Sloil 
ConservaJtri.on Acll:ievement A wards Program •spolliSored' by the Des 
!Momes Register and Tribune 

* AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION AND CONSERVATION 

The AOP cost Sharing program continues to he a major laid 
:i!n encouraging th!e eslta'blisthanent Oif conservation practices. AU 
of the telil"aces, waterways, erosion control dams and most of 
the tile installed during fi:scaJ yea'r 1965 hy Cherokee County 
faraners was done with ACP cost shari:ng assistance. OtJher p!'ac­
tices !insta:lled wilth ACP cost ·sharing assistance included dliver­
silons, drainage d~tahes, wildlife plantings and' contouring. 

CONSERVATION PROGRESS IN FISCAL YEAR 1965 

32 New disiriot coope11aJtors 
40 Basic conservation plans completed 
19 Consewation plans revised 

365 Farms received' assistance born district technicians dm-
ing fis·cal year 

3,620 Acres soil sur;veyed 
1,371 Acres Off new oon1iourinlg 
2,527 Lineal feet of divevsions built 

10 Dams constructed 
12 Ponds sroolred with fish 
51 Acres of grass waterwceys shaped and seeded 

1,437 Lineal feet of drainage dli.lt<lh consWtioted 
78,520 Lineal feet of Jtile SJUTVeyed ·and checked 

130,080 Lineal feet of ter:ra'ces cornstx:uoted 
2 Acres of wildlife pl•a:ntings 

Cherokee COUlllty .furmers planted about 175,000 acres of corn 
and s·oy:beans; ctlmost 88,000 acres of them were on the contour. 
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WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 

28 farmers planted trees and' shrubs in >the spring of 1965. This 
included wildlife ·ar·ea plantings ·and wildiliiie borders around ex­
isting wincl!bre.aks. Most of the trees were purchased from I!Jhe 
State Gonserv.rtion Gommi'ssion Nursery (for wild:llife plantlings) 
and' the Ohero~ee County Soil Conservation Dist:r>iot (used !f!or all 
purposes). 

This is ,the first year •the District hats had tree planting stock 
available for sa•l•e. 5,450 trees were sold and I!Jhe ~iot commis­
sioners donated the time it took to pick up the planlting stock 
and pa'ck!a:ge it for dleliiVery Ito 1lhe purchasers. Profits !from tlhe 
sale of ,pLantri.ng stock are deposited in the District's general fund 
and •we used .to promolte tfhe Disimict soH and water conservation 
pl'ogram. 

The State CoiliServation Commission stocked 12 ponds with 
large mouth bass in June of 1965. C<>nservaltion Officer Frank 
Starr hand1led ar!'a:ngeme:ruts for fish stocking. The poThoo stocked 
were formed as the resu!lt of c.onstruoti:on O!f erosion conltrol dams 
by conservation minded landowners. 



SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

The Sohl Conservation Service made avarl.Iable to 11ihe Chero­
kee District during ifi:scail. )"ear 1965, the f1ollowing technical as­
sistance: 

Work Unit Conservationist (12 months) 
Conservation Technician (12 months) 
Conservation Tedhnician (12 moillths) 
Soil ConseTVati<onist (9 months) 

Harvey Lindberg 
Glen Cra:llt 

Mona:s Nrbron 
Thaine Hogue 

Throne Hogue was promQited to Work Unit ConservationJst 
for Butler CO<Unty Soil Conservation District w1th headquarters 
at Allison, Iowa, and assumed !his duties there on April 1, 1965. 

In addi:t1on tto the above, ,the District received aSISistance !from 
the Area Conservationist and his staff (Soil Conservation Ser­
vice) with headquarters aJt Sioux City. This assistance was PTi­
mwily on soil surveys, engineering design and inspection land wa­
tershed' surveys and planning. 

LITrLE SIOUX FLOOD CONTROL PROGRAM 

The Grand Meadow Watershed received a oollSitruction pri­
orjjty from 1the Little Sliouoc Works Committee on Mal'cih 29, 1965. 
Surveys ihaV'e been ma!die ·and recommended flood detenltion and 
gully control measures suJbmitted to rthe 'landowners. Landowners 
h:ave approved the recommendations. Pl1esent plans 'a're to com­
plete ·a:lil. •agreements and designs oo rthat contl'a'Cts !far oonstruc­
:tion can rbe •let in rthe sprin.g of 1966. This watershed mcll.udes all 
or parts of 22 farms (16 in Grand Meadow Township and 6 in 
Plymouth County). It rt<Jitals 2,8'85 acres. 

'Dhe Ralston Wattershed :reooi:ved a work p}lan pi"iority on 
March 29, 1965. If conservation progress continues at the present 
paoe W1d lrandlowners approve, •the District will requeslt a oon­
struation prilol'ity rfor this watershed at tthe rfailil meeting of the 
Little Sioux Wol'ks Cornmitltee. This watershed, localted west of 
Washta, includes all or pcwts of 20 fa'mls (13 in Cherokee CoU!Ilty 
and 7 in Woodbury Gounlty). 
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CONSERVATION NEEDS IN CHEROKEE COUNTY 

Iowa census summaries indicate thatt Oherokee CoU!l!ty farm­
ern are pl-anting two-thirds of thek cl'opland to row crops. This 
is initensive use of our cropland and it :rais'ed a question in our 
:minds: "can we conltinue croppmg our land in this manner w~th­
out seriously depleting i!t because of excessive soil losses?" 

A review of the Chel'okee County Conservart;ion Needs In­
venrbory provided us with •the foHowmg Wormation: About 276,-
000 •<teres of our land is used as cropland. This cropliand falls in­
to rthe !fdllowing sliope oategol'ies: 

Level land (0 <to 1% slope) ____ , __ . __ approximately 38,000 acres 
Gently rohlmg (2 to 4% slope) ____ approrimatelly 153;000 •a'C:res 
Rolling (5 .to 8% slope) __________ approximately 81,000 acres 
Steeply Rolling (9 \flo 13% 'Silope) ____ approximately 3,000 acres 

Studies indicate that omr level! land (38,000 acres) cower be 
planted almost oontinuoustl'Y to row crop without depletion through 
erosion. 

With oonooUJrinlg, we can oonrtliinue Ito p1a!l!t two thirds of 
our gently rolling cropl:and (153,000) to row crop without ex­
cessive soil -losses. In fact, we could iiliCrease our ;percentage of 
row crop on this land. Our 2% slopes, iif contoured, could be row 
cropped aJanost continuoUJSily. Our 3% and 4% slopes, !if !terraced 
and contoured, couldl lbe row cropped :almoot continuOIUS[y with 
minimum soiJ losses. However, without contour tilla:ge we can­
not continue to row crop two rbhirds of our gently rolrling iland 
without serious depLetion r!lhrougih erosion. 

Our 81,000 acres of rol!ling J:and, whe11e two :th:mds of it lis in 
row crop, is being sedously depleted'. With contouring, it WIOu1d 
still be depleted. HO'Wevex, with terrares plus contouring, we can 
sa:fel.y con!tin>ue to farm two 11ihirds of it <to row crop. 

Our steeply rolling cropland (3000 acres) cannot be sa:fel.y 
fcttmed this intensively even with termces. W1th terraces and 
contouring nQit over 40% orf this lan:ct should lbe mw cropped in 
any one year. 

In summary, 70% of Cherokee's crop:land could ·be planted 
<to row crop w~thout serious ooiJ. depletion :tlrom erosion, irf >tlhe 
following conditions were met: 

1. The highest peroentage of row Cl'op is concentrated on 
the •level to gently rol!lin:g cropland. 

2. If all gell!tly rolling cropland is thl:led on the conrtour. 



3. If a1Jl ro1ling to steeply rolJing land is 'both terraced and 
con1x:Yw."ed. 

'11he percentage of row crop oould he increased still upward 
(:fJ:'Iom 70% of total cropland) Ji much of fue gellltl.y rohli.Dlg land 
was ,terraced. 

Ullltil the above conditions 8ll."e met, Cherokee County crop­
land wiill continue to be depleted because of excessive soil 1tosses. 

Currellltly about 133,000 acres of Cherokee County cropland 
is being tilled on the contour. Row~y 8000 acres are terraced. 
We l>hould have more lthtan ten times that amount terra:ced. 

* FLOODS 
In the spring of 1965, residelllts ailiong the Little Sioux saw 

the dver go on the biggest .rampalge known in ovoc 70 years. On 
April 6th, the LMe Sioux Rivoc reached a c:resJt of 27.1 alt Cher­
okee. The !highest crest in lthe previo'llS 20 years WlCIS 24.0. Old­
timers say thai back in 1892, the flood crest exceeded 27.1. The 
27.1 crest put 39 inches of waltoc in the Soil Conservation Service 
o:lifioe and disrupted opocations for ailmost two weeks. Water 
swiTled 'around <the buiJlding from the 4th of April tllrou.gh the 
8th of April. On ApriJ. !ml, it !had receded eillOugh s:o that cleaning 
work could be started. 

The U.S. Corps of Enigineers eSttimated that flood damage m 
Cherokee County reached $9·18,000.00. '11his in·cluded $166,100.00 in 
crop datrnage; damage in the City of Cherokee was estimatted at 
$666,000.00; and the remainder wa·s in diamage to transporta1lion 
(highways, roads, b:r1dges, streets, railroads). 

The damage in the Mill Creek basin (O'BrJen and Clhei'Okee 
Counties), when evaluaifled separately, was estJmated' a·t $393,400.00. 

The U.S. Corps of Erugil1Jeell's has been authorized hy Con­
gress ·to review the need Wlid practicability of flood control in­
staJltations in the Little Sioux Basin. This study is currently 
scheduled fuT completion in October 1967. 

At a meeting in Clherokee on June 7, 1965, a representative of 
the Corps of Engineers wormed local people that they were 
studying tthe feasibility orf locating a mUJlti-purpose reservoir on 
the Little Sioux abowt 5 or 6 miles upstream from Cherokee and 
another on Mill Creek just upstream from the U.S. 59 hridge nooth 
of Cherokee. 

As district commissioners, we would like to poilllt owt that if, 

in tthe future, such reservoirs hecame a! reality, ,the importance of 
soil conservation and the small wattershed conitrol program shto'lrl.d 
be emphasized more than ever before. The storage capacilty of 
reservoirs can be drastically reduced if ~wge amounts of silt pour 
into lt.hem. Is there any tbetter .insurance t!h:an an effective soil 
conservaticn and small wart;ershted oontrotl ;proli('I'am? 

* FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1965 

State funds (approprialted by the General Assembly of the 
Statte of Iowa and' diSJbursed to soN conservattion districts by 
the State Soil Conservation Committee): 

Commissioners expenses --------------$ 
Office expenses -------------·.:. l.!.: ·, ~---
Pl'irrting annual report ___________ ..!.::!! 
Pri.21es for conservation collltests __ HL~ 
Supplies _________________________ L __ 

Swb-Total -----------------------$ 
Clerical help (includes roc~al security & 

169.83 
75.25 
86.50 
15.00 

146.62 
493.20 

state retirement) ------------------ 3,663.68 
Received from State Sohl Conservation 

Committee --------------------------
TOTAL _______________ -' '-' :... .:. ___ .:__: _ ~ ---$4,156.88 

$4,156.88 
$4,156.88 

II. District's General Fund: ... 

Cash on hand July 1, 1964 ------------$ 
Sale of tic~ets for Reooglllition Dinner 
Sale of trees and shrubs' ------------­
Des Moines Register (for Recognlition 

dinner expenses) 
Expenses incurred in sa'le of trees 

·and shrubs _______________ _______ : 
Expenses orf Recogn~Uon Dinner _____ _ 

Sub-Total -----------------------$ 
Balance on Hand 6-30-65 __ .:. _____ ,_ __ _ 

TOTALS --------------~~~_: -~ ~ ---$ 

75.56 
147.00 
659.25 

25.00 

$ 390.65 
171.36 

906.81 $ 562.01 
344.80 

906.81 $ 906.81 

NOTE: The balance of $344.80 in the District Generail. Fund is 
deposited in a checking account at the F·a:rmers National 
Bank of Aurelia. 



III. D1strict Maintenance Fund: , 1 
Balance on hand July 1, 1964 ------$11),183.52 

' Ma!inttena:nce payments Teceived' during 
fiscal year 1965: 
Clarence Pennington --------.,--­
Whitfield Adamson ---·~~~~~--~-~ 
James Fee ----------------~-·---
Ralph Robeson __ :.._.:.•:.:_.!:!. _______ _ 
IDlsie Conley ------'~.! ____ :_~~ ----
Ralph Simonsen __ _, !!!~~ -=-= -·-P:!; 
D. W. Simonsen ________ .: ___ _: __ 

Lewis Shea -------~'.!'!.!:.·- ·-=- -'-~~.::!. 
Joe Nelson ----'-~·--~~~!.-·~ - :-·-~~~~.!. 
Ha!I'old Clark --~;~~ !.~--- _!-~_·!~}..:. 
Ed Beck ------~llJ.!~_:_ _·~ ----~-!! 
Earl Ebert __ :..·-~---~~·------!-~~· 
Robert Al!ff ------·~~~·-t~~------'-· 
Forrest Spencer --~E~--~--~~L­
Smith ~s. -------~!L~---:..~J~~-. • ·· • n · 1· I' NeH W<ITill€r ---------·------~- ~__; 
Walter MOTtenson ----'-------·---

Other Income: , . 

70.00 
127.00 
45.00 
65.00 
45.00 
48.50 

150.00 
90.00 
87.00 
70.00 
48.50 

121.33 
50.00 
30.34 

125.00 
45.00 

157.50 

Interest on rtrime certificaJte __ .,;~ 425.48 
Interest Oill H Bands ------------ 170.00 

Total ----------------------$20,154.17 
Bala~nce 'On Hand June 30. 1965 __ 

TOTAL --------------------$20,154.17 
$20,154.17 
$20,1·54.17 

NOTE: As of June 30, 1965, the $20,154.17 is disposed of as 
foll'Ows: 

$11,062.52 in :a oertiiicalte of deposit 
$ 6,000.00 in H Bond's 
$ 3,091.65 :in clrecking accown!t 

Bank accounts are at the Farmers National Bank m Au­
;relia, Iowa. 




