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Thou shall inherit the Holy Earth as a faithful 
steward, conserving its resources and productivity 
from generation h 'J gc: .•3ration. Thou shalt safe­
guard thy fields from soil erosi0n, thy living 
waters from drying up, thy forests from desol a tion , 
and protect thy hills from overgrazing by thy herds , 
that thy descendants may have ab1mda.'1.ce forev er . If 
any shall fail in this stewardship of the land thy 
fruitful fields shall become sterile stony ground 
and wasting gullies 9 and thy descendants shall decr ease 
c.nd live in poverty from off th<~ face of t~1e earth. 
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We, the Commissioners of the Mills -~ounty Soil and vlater Conser<ra t ion 
District respectfully submit this annual report for Fiscal Yea :t' '76 to ~rou , 
for your review and consideration. 

Each year 've try to involve more individualr; in our proe;-:am. Sp2c:i.al 
efforts will be diTected tov~ard controlling erosion ·a;_'l.d po}_1u tion I' ')J1Uting 
from new construction on highways, in cities and towns, from fee d!.0t 2\D.d 

chemical wastes and from ind:u.stry and urban ·. 8_raa.s . 
KEEP IN I1IND -- Pollution is a convenicncs- -- ~ot a :r..es~? s sity" 0::1..ly 

through the help and support of everyone c a:1. 11e ca~::r:y out a succ e :.:: ::-ful 
program. 

v.J e would like to say "THANK YOU 11 to the Soil Con::Jexva ti .~ : . :-J. S8 l''F:.i_c ,~, 

Agricultural Stabilization Conservation Service~ Sta t e So:i.l Co :!.~.? .)~L\~~---c :i.•).l 
Committee~ Department of Soil Conser<.ration , County Extension , In·,m CorJsel'Va­
tion Commission~ and all the many schools~ ba:nks ~ churches, nsi~SIJ'tpsrs, 
radio stations, plus all of the othe~c groups and individuals who J.1.s"v G 
helped us carry out our program. A very special "THAl~K YOT.T" goes to t he 
more than 100 individuals in Mills County '~>Tho s ent dona tions to h ."'J.p 
further the cause of soil and water con serva tion. ~neir genero pi_ ty :'~ s 

certainly appreciated. 
Many people are of the opinion thi'. ::;. the Soil Conssr~.raticn I)j_s -(; :::·i c ts 

assist only agricultural land users. This is not the case. Ci t i e s and 
towns are included in the District and land u s e a ssistance i s proviJJ.cd. to 
landowners in towns, cities, and units of goven 1men t . The on}_y t hi:>."J g 
these people must do to receive assistance is to r equest it. If it 
falls within our jurisdiction we'll b o happy to pr ovide the n ecessary 
assistance. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

ALBERT WASHBURN, CHAIRMAN 
HAROLD TACKETT, VICE-CHAIRMAN 
\VILLIAM STACY 
ROGER JACKSON 
GLEN SELL 

ASSISTANT COMMI SSIONERS: 

HENRY PEIN 
PAUL HATHAWAY 

. RICHARD BIERMAN 

"The history of every' nation is. eventually written in the _ way 
in which it cares for its s·oil" Franklin D. Roosevelt. · 

...... - '. 

WATERSHEDS: 
\-lAUBONSIE CREEK _..;. The construction is moving right along . ·• Site ?-1 
was completed on May 11 9 . 1976. Levings Construction Company of Tarkio~ 
Missouri was the contractor. Sites 11-1 and IVI-1 were started in June. 
Stanley Construction Co. has this contract. The district has been 
busy trying to obtain easements for the nex t part of the 'I·Tatershed. 
Hopefully a contract can be let in the late fall. At this time we ax·e 
right on schedule. 

PONY CREEK WATERSHED -- All but one of the 22 grade stabilization st~mc­
tures are completed. The remaining one is the road s tructure '\·.'here t he 
4.3 miles of channel will begin. He anticipate letting the contract 
for this late in fall '76. 
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***** 
"A farmer is alw·ays going to be +ich next year." Philemon 

***** 
MILLS COUNTY SOIL SURVEY -- The soil survey of Mills County is approximately 
6~A completed as of July 1, 1976. The Soil Scientists of the Soil Conser­
vation Service have completed approximately 163,000 acres of the 285,000 
acres in the county. John R. Nixon 9 Soil Survey Party Lead~r, Pat Pisarik, 
and f1ary Ann Barger are ·' scheduled to complete the Standard-Soil Survey in 
the fall of 1977. 

***** 

"Of all occupations from which gain is secured, there is none better 
than agriculture, nothing more productive, nothing mveeter, nothing more 
>vorthy of a free man,"· ·. Cicero 

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES 

The Mills County Soil Conservation District won first prize at the State 
Fair 1"li th our \Vatershed mock-up and the reproductions of the Ding Darlj,ng 
Cartoons painted by Sue Pisarik. 

Four Commissioners, 2 assistant Ccrrmiissicners, D.C. and Clerk attended the 
annual confe:r:-ence in Des 11oines. · 

. ) 

Co-sponsored soil judging contest. Held in Fremont County with Fremont Co. 
sen as host. 

Held contractors meeting to discuss cost-share programs. , 

Amateur oil painting contest judging 11-14-75. Adult winners were Lois Yates, 
Sue Pisarik, and Virginia Stinard. Mark Collins was youth winner. 

Poster contest held for all elementary school children in the county. 

Paid ~i· 200. 00 N1it tional Dues. 

lSOO nlacemats and 50 pesters we:r:-e ordered fer Soil S~ewardship Week. 

Regu.lar meeting dat e I•Tas changed from lst Tuesday of each month to the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 P.f·1. 

Book "Handbook .for Farmers on Conservation Tillage" was purchased. 

P"i.lrchased "Ghost Tmvns , 9f Mills County? Iowa". 

Purchased Bohn Rex Rotary mimeograph. 

Signed l'1emorandum of Agreement with the Army Corps of Engineers. 

Corner Conservation Development Community- a four county non-profit 
group was formed, Counties involved are Mills, Fremont, Montgomery and Page. 
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Six persons were hired under Title VI 9 CETA 9 for this foUr county group • . 
A clerk and tec~cian are stationed at Nalvern. 

• I. ,• 

. ': • 

Working towards a nine district (8 county) RC&D project. 

***** 
"God did not will that the way of dul tivation should be -easy." Virgil 

Another old tradition 
Is fading out of sight 
The custom of the family trip 
To to'N.n on Saturday night. 

. :cl 
For S(1turday night .on -Na.tn 
Street · 

Always a big affair 
And~ . everyone from Ad to Zeek 
Congregated there. · 

Fo:Lks did a lot of shopping 
There was no doubt · oi' that o • • 
But it took second fiddle 
To the real friendly chat. 

:You stopped on every corner 
And the mi'ddle of · the block; 
You talked of children and 
crops of corn 9 

And sun and rain and stock. 

The children all had a dime or 
so 

To spend as the;y- might wish 
.For,·perhaps a five-cent movie 
Or a nickel ice-cream dish. 

For nickels then had value 
fm:i ,.,.3 9 with children s1:il•J. . 
Could have rnore fun than 
youngsters toda,y 

Get from a dollar bill. 

FARMERS SATORJ)AY NIGHT 

T'.ae ~ ~ o.ad of groc·eries Dad · 
picked up 

And carried to the rig 
Cost almost five dollars 
But 9 gee 9 it sure vlas big • 

And pa,cked amongst the 
groceries . . .. 

\ifere yard goods 9 button.s 9 

thread 
No store-bought clothes for 
most · of us. 

Mom made them all · instead. . :.. . '• . 

_/illd on the 'night that Dad went 
in 

To pay his monthly bill 
We crowded very close to him 
For that extra pleasant thrill. 

Of the big free bag of -candy 
That the grocer ahrays gave 
\Je not oT'~Y f illed our pockets 
Bnt our nickel 9 too 9 we'd save. 

Yes 9 the Saturday night 
tradition 

Is stealing fast a\·ray 
Along with many other things 
Of thc:.t s1ower 9 happier da~r . 
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TREASURER I s REPORT 

I-M :sUaget 
Total Allocation 

Commissioners Mileage 
Office Supplies 
Contest Prizes 
Rent~1 for Typewriter 
Mater;ials. for de)llonstrations 
Office EJi:pense 

· Meetiilg E:lcpl3nse 
·- . , 'TOTAL. EXPENSES 

· II.:.M .Budget 
Total Allocation 

Salaries ~ Clerk & St. Aide 
State,· .?hare of IPERS 
State share of FICA 
Health ·Insurance 
Life Insur1:ince 
Travel · 
EqUipment ·_ 
TOTAL EXPENSES 

III-M Budgets State Cost-share 
73/74 Total Allocation · 

42 Landowners used $22,711,27 
Released to State l-1-76 

74/75 Total Allocation 
2 Yrs., 2 landowners LTA 
20 landowners used 
Released to State 7-1-76 

75/76 Total Allocation 
18 landowners used 
Balance unobligated funds 

COMMISSIONERS REVOLVING FUND 
Balance on hand 7-1-75 

Office Expense 
Office Supplies 

$1212.97 
707 . 70 
24.86 
64.00 
85.79 
34.39 
66.43 

$2196.14 

$16,727.20 
662,15 
978.54 
49~.00 
72.00 

225,22 
23.25 

$19,186.36 

~i138. 73 

$7,64).50 
~n4 , 769.54 

184.96 

$24,486.98 
' 513.02 

$313.21 
1638.45 

_ · Watershed Expense 137461.80 
· · ·, ~ Contests & promotions 

Postage ·•' 
Misc. dues, demonstrations, 
meeting exp., janitor, Insurance, 
tuitions, etc. 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

***** 
Total Deposits, including reimbursements, 

661.57 
354.23 

148J,20 
141912~46 

landowner donations and janitor ~Ll4l , 010.73 

Balance on hand 7-1-76 

$2196.14 

. S19,186.36 

~f- 22,8$0.00 ' 

$22,600.00 

~;25 9 000. 00 

$1299.38 

$397.65 
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"The main crop · that keeps a farmer alive is hope," English Proverb 

***** 
D.C. 's Comments 

This year has been the most productive year yet for accomplishments 
by the :f.lills County Soil Conservation Dist:;:::ict. ' A rec-ord fifty-nine (59) 
landowners became cooperators with the District. Goals were .m:-c oe.ded ·in 
the Conservation Planning a:reas 9 as sixty··five (65) Resource and Conservation 
Plans were developed for the year. · 

In addi tion 9 it has been an eJ~ceptional ;r=a~c in the amount o.f :conservation 
practices applied to the landscapG, Ho::-c thro1 61 miles of terraces were 
built, 9.5% -of which were paraJlel. Tl/!e k.novr a t least 15 , 302 acres of 
contouring was done ~ mor~ than , 81 ac:r.:: s of critical area was seede.d~ and 
nearly 17,000 acres of c:rop residue -vrao left on the soil surface. 
The acres of minimum tillage are sti11 continuing to increase, as · 
nearly 6,000 acres was reported this year. I run sure t here are many 
more acres of various minimum tillage operations being done in the district 
that were not reported~ . JV'!inimum tillage Hill continue, and may prove to 
be a very useable method. of controlliug erosion to the District's 5 ton 
per acre soil loss limit... . 

Pasture and Rayland seeding and mru1ag0ment ;~ holding its own as 
approximately 1,500 acres was done during ·~he yee.,:~ • . Two additional . (LTA) . ..,-......... . .., 
Long TeriD. ,Agreements \'Tere prepar ed this yea:::, bringing the total in the 
district to five (5)~ covering over 2,000 .c:.c res. r!Iany additional requests 
have been received, and local inte:r:est is . stil1 very strong for this program. 

Construction was started in the \•J.qubonsie Creek Watershed with one 
structui-e completed, and two othe:::-s started.. Over ~1; 900,000 will be spent 
on these three structures. \vork i s continuing on design and obtaining 
easements for additional construction in \vaubonsie Creek as well as Pony 
Creek vlatershed, A lot . of hard work and. cooperation is needed from the 
landowners, watershed trustees 9 l ocal sponsors ru1d SCS and State Personnel 
to complete these watershed projects. The efforts will be worthwhile, since 
these projects add to the overall con sel""Vation efforts of the District. 

The Soil Survey is. also progressi:1g well in the district. Approximately 
6~/o, or 163,000 acres, has been mapped t o date . The field mapping will be 
completed in 1977. 

All df the above and many add.itio:QaJ. activities add up to over 3,600 
acres of our county's land being adequatel y treated for the 76 FY or ' 
3,600 acres that have less thru1 five (5) ton soil movement per acre per year, 
It is gratifying that 75% of the landmme~'s receiving our assistance applied 
one or more conserva tion practice. · · 

As we look to the future, we can sec r::'..J:!:.'e of the same activities for 
the years ahead as well as additional challen~es and opportunities ~ such 
things as the 208 Planning, and the developme~1t of Resource Conservation 
and Development (RC&D) Projects. ~hese proj8cts and activities have the 
potential for adding greatly to the overall conservation program in the 
Mills District, the state, and the nation. 

Louis P. Grissom, District Conservationist 
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WHAT IS A F .ARl\'lER? 

A fa:L"''D.er is a paradox--he is an executive with his office in his home 9 
a scientist using fertilizer attachments ? a purchasing agent in an old 
st~aw hat? a personnel director with grease under his fingernails ? a 
dietitian with a passion for alfalfa? a production expert with a surplus 9 
and a manager battling a price-cost squeeze. 

He manages more capital than most of the businessmen in town. 
He likes sunshine 9 good food 9 state fairs 9 dinner at noon, auctions9 

his neighbors 9 his shirt collar unbuttoned 9 and 9 above all 9 a good soaking 
::cain in August. 

He is not much fo::c droughts 9 gullies 9 or helping 1-.ri th the housework. 
\·Jives help them 9 little boys follow them 9 weather can delay them, 

but it takes Heaven to stop them. 
He is your countryman--a denim dressed9 businesswise 9 fast growing 

statesman of s tature 9 and v.rhen he comes in at noon 9 having spent the 
energy of his hopes and dreams 9 he can be recha::cged with the magic words~ 
"The market's up." 

As employees of the U.S. Soil Conservation Service 9 we are at his service. 

OFFICE STAFF 

Louis P. Grissom 9 D.C. 9 SCS 

Lc:.:o VanFosson 9 Cons. Tech. 9 SCS 

Richard Maaske 9 St. Cons. Aide 

Leslie Betts (Transferred) 

Randy Berhow 9 Soil Cons. Trai.nee 9 SCS 

Ruth E. Stevcns 9 State Clerk 

Deborah \!Jallace 9 CETA Emp. 

Charles Chambers 9 CETA Emp. 
r. ',·' . t 1 ·lr , 

' I 

SOIL SURvEY PARTY 

John R. Nixon 9 Party Leader 9 SCS 

Patrick Pisarik 9 Soil Scientist 9 SCS 

r'Iary Ann Barger9 Research Associate 
Iowa State University 

r 
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I GIVE fW 

PLEn,...c AS ·!P i 1\ fJl ,..R.IC "l-! .tJl:l c •'"h :- 1~ , 1-1, It, f-\ ·,1 

TO SAVE A ~lD. Ff\ITHFULLY TO 

DEFEHD FnOi"l 1/P,STE THE 
r.'ATU,r).t\ L RE <'Q[F)rr:-' OF ,lu , -,1-; .. . ; .• 0 Jr\t .. L ... , 

nnv COU''!TP.V ITS SOIL ; II , , , \ , ~ - . I , J 

A:·m r:H f J E Rf\ LS~ ITS 

FO RESTS~ \r·IATERS; 

Arm HI LDLI FE 

. 
I •' 


