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S.EV:ENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

CASS COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

DISTRICT GOl@.USSIONERS 

Carl M. Keller . :eor.ge Hosfelt 1 Chairman 
.. -,::,n·lGll Pellett, Ass 't. 

Boyd D. Bai ley 
Frederick Baier, Ass't. Gayle R. Johnson, Clerk 

COOPERATL~G AGENCIES 

.:::-: :. Ccnservation Service 
P. :, cJ_, St abilization & Conservation 
Pl'')Juct ion Credit Association 
Gatto Conservation Club 
C8unty Conservation Board 

Extension Service 
Farmers Home Administration 
Federal Land Bank Assoefation 
Board of Supervisors 
Chambers ~f Commerce & Civic Clubs 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

PRACTICES 

Contouring 
l'Jaterways 
Terraces 
Dams 
Diversion 
Tile Drains 
Open Drains 
Drainage 
Permanent Pasture Seeding 
l lmestone application 
Cooperators 
Farm Plans 
~CP Referrals serviced 
s -~ anJ.ard Soil Survey mapped 
Educational activities of leaders 
I r dividuals reached 
Demonstrations 
Educational Meetings 
Tot al At t endance 
Soil Conservation Radio Programs 

;, '' Newspaper articles 
11 11 Bulletins distributed 

UNIT 

Ac. 
Ac. 
Mi. 
No. 
Mi. 
L. F. 
Mi. 
Ac. 
Ac. 
Tons. 
No. 
No, 
No. 
Ac. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No .. 
No. 
No. 

THIS YEAR 

2,698 
75 
87 
4 
5 

185,615 
3 

611 
72 

8,938 
59 
60 

396 
102 t 000 

107 
800 

2 
85 

939 
5 
9 

525 

TO DATE 

74,252 
1,260 

977 
329 

45 
1,1.35,548 

73 
4,954 

1,003 
827 

102 ,ooo 

EXPENDITURES OF STATE FUNU3 
l-A 

Ol:'i ce supplies 
COl'JUnissioners mileage 
Offi ce expense 
RE-ntal 
Plinting 
I.iaterials for demonstrations 
IJeeting expense 
TOTAL 

2-A 
~~ 175.71 Clerical & Technical salaries $4010.04 

213.63 
5.00 

35.00 
103.80 
27.98 
27.50 

$ 588.62 

SOIL CONSERVATION DOESN'T COST, IT PAYSI! 





H . II' Feed and 
. . ·owe 5 Mobile Milling 

Custom 

LYMAN, IOWA 

WAYNE FEEDS 

Molasses 

Grind in!. llending 

age 

& 

Mixing 

Phone Griswold 
SP 5-3131 

ELBA 

You·r Formula or Ou.rs 
"WE AIM TO PLEASE" 

if ' 

Desired 

Phone Cumberland 
15 on 30 

"Pud'' HUDDLESON 
CONSERVATION CONTRACTOR 

Water-Ways- Ponds- Terracing- Clearing 

ALL TYPES OF CONSERVATION WORK 

PHONE 53R40 WIOTA, IOWA 

IOWA SOIL and WATER 
Newman Lyle, President of the· Iowa 
Association of Soil District Commissioners, 
Inc., Sheldon, Iowa. . 
Barr Keshlear, President, Iowa State 
Watershed Association Shenandoah Iowa. 
Address changes moil to : Iowa Soil & 
Water, P. 0. Box 1471, Des Moines, Iowa. 

POST OFFICE ENTRY 
Entered as second class m atter at the 
Post Office at H -:>lc:tein , Iowa. 

FREQUENCY 
Monthly 

PUBLICATION BOARD 
Clyde Spry, Iowa Secretary o f Agricul­

ture. 
Frank H. Mendell, State SCS Conserva­

tionist. 
Dr. Ge·orge M. Browning, Associate Di­

reotor, Experimental Station, Iowa State 
University, 

Barr Keshlear President Iowa St.ote 
Watersheds Association. -

Newman Lyle, President. Iowa Associa­
tion of Soil District Commissioners. 

HUBERT BE:A.SLEY, 
Managing Editor, Garden Grove , Iowa , 

Iowa A c:: sociation of Soil District 
Commissioners, Publisher. 

Iowa Soil & Water is published jointly by 
the Iowa Association of Soil Confervaticn 
District Commissioners and the Iowa State 
Watershed Assoc!auon as information tm 
proper conservation of each acre of aqri­
cultural land within its capabilitie s. The 
publication supplies information for mem­
bers of b~th groups and others interested 
in soil erosion control and flood pre­
ven+ion. 

Published at Holstein, Iowa 

VOL. VII OCTOBER, 1959 NO. 1 0 
15 cents per copy S3.00 per year 

Officers and Directors of the Iowa As­
s ociation of Soil Conservation District 
Commissione rs, Inc. (A non-profit organ­
ization) 

Newman Lyle, Sheldon ... . ...... President 
Joe O'Hara, Shenandoah .. .. Vice-President 
Everett Rice , Storm Lake . . ..... . Treasurer 
Don Johnson, Fairfield .. . ....... Secretary 
Everett .Rice, Storm Lake . . ... ... .. Director 
Wilbur Peters, Persia ..... . .... .. .. Director 
George Hosfelt, Massena ... . ... . Director 
William P. Eno , Sheffield . . .... . . Director 
Cameron Stafford. Blairsburg .... Dil-ector 
Cecil Gillispie Winterset ......... . Director 
Wayne C. Mark, Cedar Falls .... Director 
:Donald L, Johnson, Fairfie-ld .. . .. . Director 
Ed Kadera, Iowa City . . . , , .... .. . Director 

Worthington 
DOWNTOWN 

HATCHERY 

PROGRESS 
IS NECESSARY FOR 

PROSPERITY 

Buy 
Hy-Line Chicks 

1, High Production 
2 . Hi,gh Livability 
3. High Feed Efficiency 
4 , Excellent Egg Quality 

PHONE 722 
ATLANTIC, IOWA 

Iowa Soil ond Water 



ATLANTIC STATE BANK 
ATLANTIC, IOWA 

IT'S LATER THJN YOU TIDNK! 
St~ ~~ Soit Satdn94 r/U<UUet ~ 

HAVE $ $ $ $.$ IN THE FUTURE 

A Farm Is As Big As Its Po.wer to Produce. 

Research 

RESEARCH is the ingredient that makes every sack of 
Walnurt Grove feed diffe rent from any other kind of 
feed. 

RESEA~CH is your guarantee that Walnut Grove feeds · · 
will do what you want them to do. 

RESEARCH is the ingredi.ent that makes Walnut Grove 
feeds go farther, do more. Walnut Grove research cuts 
feed costs, stretches grain and roughage, keeps cattle 
healthy makes pigs thrifty, increases profits in every 
feeding operation . 

RESEARCH is the extra ingredient in every sack of Wc,:~ l­
nut Grove feed . It cannot be duplicated, im itated or 
copied . 

WALNUT GRO\iE PRODUCTS CO., INC. 
General Offices - Atlantic, Iowa 

Iowa Soi l and Water Poge· 3 



•complete 

Elevator 

Installation 

Service 

Missouri Valley Grain Company 

• Butler 

Steel 

BuildinCJs 

eGrain 

StoraCJe 

Installation 

ATLANTIC, IOWA 

YERL .y. ADAMS 
C,onservation Contractor 

2-D 7 Conservation 

Cats 
Work 

Of 
& 

All 

Scraper 
Kinds 

Terracing - Waterways - Ponds - Clearing 
Phone 2R28 Anita, Iowa 

1/0UR VARIOUS 
AGENCIES// 

By George Eason 
Farmer Member State Soil 

Conservation Committee 

In thinking over some of t he 
things m ost important to read­
ers of Iowa Soil and Water, I 
am continually reminded of th e 
confusion which ex ists in many 
people's m inds, when we refer 
to the various State and F ederal 
agencies. This situation is not 
helped only when w e r efer to 
ASC, SCS, FHA, etc; in th e ab­
breviated form. Many people 
new to soil conservation work 
find it difficult to identify the 
difference between State Soil 
Conservation Committee, State 
Conservation Commission an d 
State A ssociation of Soil Con­
servation District Comm ission­
er s. Maybe a breif review of 
the last three would help a bit. 

Th e Sta te Soil Conservation 
Committee is composed of five 
former m embers appointed by 
the Governor and three m em­
ber s, consisting of State Secre­
tary of Agriculture, State Soil 

- Continued on page 6 

lowo Soil ond Woter 



President's 
Corner 

NEWMAN LYLE 
LETTER FROM THE 

PRESIDENT 

By Newman Lyle 

President IA.S.C•D.C. 

Dear Iowa Conservation Friends: 

As the new president of y our 
Association it ·becomes my duty 
and privilege to write this col­
umn. With full realization, on my 
part, of the task ahead, I will 
need the assistance of all of you 
to keep our ·Organization advanc­
ing; as it must. At this time, I 
wish to thank you for tlhe trust 
you have placed in me. PJ.ease be 
patient with my mistakes, I hope 
they will be caused by inexperi­
ence and am certain not by de­
sign. 

-Continued on page 18 

The Cover 

An. aerial view of ccn~oured corn. 
par::ially picked. on the Clarence 
Pellett farm. nor!heast of Atlan­
tic. Clarence was one of !he first 
Commissicners elected in Cass 
County. He served eigh± years as 
a Soil D i s t r i c t Commissioner 
starting wi!h the establishment 
of the District . Clarence Pellett 
was active in promo.:ting Soil 
Conservation w o r k and w a s 
awarded the M a s ! e r Farmer 
award by Wallace's Farmer in 
1953. 

Iowa Soil and Water 

MASS.ENA IMPLEMENT CO. 
DEPENDABLE SERVICE AT LOW COST 

PHONE 28 MASSENA, IOWA 

G.ambl.e Appliances - Full Line of Hardware 

13/ FREEZERS AT $19'9.95 

Hoegh Oil Company 
PHONE 66 ATLANTIC, IOWA 

TIRE REPAIRING- TIRE RECAPPING 
Complete Tire Service 

Quality Petroleum Products 

Page 5 



CASS SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT'S 
PAST and ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS 

CLARENCE PELLETT 
Past Commissioner 

Mr. Pellett served an eight-year 
term as Soil Conservation District 
Commissioner for Cass County 
fr.om 1S•42 to 1950. Clarence farms 
300 acres in Pymosa Township. 

---0---

OUR VARIOUS AGENCIES-
(Continued from page 4) 

Conservationist and Dean of Ag­
riculture, Iowa State University. 
This group of m en serve in an 
administrative capacity. T 'heY 
are primarily concerned with 
the allocation of funds to the 
100 Soil Conservation Districts 
within the state. These funds 
are appropriated by the state 
legisl ature, and are used to fur­
nish clubs and state aids, sup­
plies and equipment to the vari­
ous County Soil Conservation 
district offices. The state com­
mittee is also the agency which 
reviews and grants approval to 
watershed projects under Pub­
lic Law 566. 

The State Conservation Com­
mission very briefly is the agen­
cy entrusted with the conserva­
tion and protection of fish and 
wildlife. They have a tremen­
dous task which at times over-
laps into the conservation of 
Soil and Water but they have 
no direct connection with the 
district program as such. 

Then we have the "State As­
sociation of Soil Conservation 
district commissioners." T h i s 
group is compo.sed of a board 
of directors elected by the dis­
trict commissioners in e a c h 
county. They do not receive 
support from tax .sources, and 
depend upon dues paid by each 
individual district to carry out 
their program. They as a group 
speak the wish es of the district 

Page 6 

JAMES WINSTON 
Past Commissioner 

Mr. Winston served a six-year 
term as Soil Co•nservation Dis­
trict Commissioner for C a s s 
County from 1948 to 1954. Jim 
farms 480 acres in Washington 
Township. 

---o-

GILBERT LACEY 
Past Commissioner 

Mr. Lacey served a six-year term 
as S o i 1 Conservation District 
Commissione·r f o r Cass Coun.ty 
from 1946 to 1952. Gilbert farms 
160 acres in U•nion Township. 

---0---

Commis·sioners. They promote 
arid assist various programs de­
signed to further the cause of 
Soil and Water Conservation. 

SCS or "S o i l Conservation 
Service" stands for the agency 
which supplies federal assistance 
to districts in the form of tech­
nical personnel. Their program 
within the s tate is administered 
by the State Soil Conservation­
ist and his staff. 

JOE LAWTON 
Past Commissio•ner 

Mr. Lawton served a S·ix-year 
term as Soil Conservation Dis­
trict Commissioner f o r C a s s 
County from 1942 to 1948. Joe 
farms 400 acres in C a s s and 
Washington Townships. 

---0---

FREDERICK BAIER 
Assistant Commissioner 

Mr. Baier f a r m s 120 acres in 
Franklin T o w n s h i p. He has a 
complete farm p 1 an with ter­
racing, contouring, waterways, 
etc., in operation. Mr. and Mrs. 
Baier have a son, Jon, attending 
college i n Maryville·, Missouri, 
and a daughter, Sally, a Junior in 
the Wiota High School. 

---0---

These p e o p l e or agencies, 
namely the "SCS" State Assoc­
iation and State Committee are 
the three groups directly con­
nected with the district program. 

I trust that this brief dis­
course will aid and assist some 
of our newer conservationists to 
better understand our program. 

CARL EUKEN 
Past Commission~r 

Mr. Euken served a four-ye·ar 
term as Soil Conservatio·n Dis­
trict Commissioner f o r C a s s 
County from 1S·42 to 1946. Carl i::; 
now retired and his sons farm 
the 480 acres. 

---0- --

WENDELL C. PELLETT 
Assistant Commissioner 

Mr. Pellett previously served a 
six-year term as a SoH Conserva­
tion District Commissioner from 
1950 to 1956. He is presently 
serving as an Assistant Co•mmis­
sioner. Assistant Co·mmissioners 
are appointed by the gove·rn"'ng 
body to serve one year terms. He 
is also an immediate past D:irec­
tor and Treasurer of the Iowa As­
sociation of S o i 1 Conservation 
District Commissioners. Wendell 
served in that position for three 
years. 
Wendell a •n d his wife, Haleen 
have two kiddies, Karen age 1 L 
and Ricky, age 7. He farms 250 
acres which are under a conser­
vation farm plan. Some of the 
first parallel terraces iri C a s s 
Cou.nty were built on his farm. 
He and his familv are membe·rs 
of fhe Atlantic Methodist Church 
and Wendell is serving as Chair­
man of the Board ·Of Trustees at 
the present time. 

Iowa Soil and Water 
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A COMPLETE SOIL AND 
WATER CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM FOR YOUR FARM 

By Gilbert Wehrman 
Wo·rk Unit Conservationist 

--r When visiting with cooperat-
ors interested in soil conserva­
tion work, we commonly find 
each individual particul<arly in­
terested in one practice. In a 
complete, w e ll balanced soil 
cons·ervation plan e3.ch practice 
should be given it's proper place 
in the overall plan. 
Co•ntouring Gives High Return 

Contour planting of row crops 
is the first practice which should 
definitely be considered on 
every farm. Any 1and planted to 
row crops, with more than a 
very slight slope should be con­
toured planted. Contour planting 
is an inexpensive practice to 
apply, .and on average hill slopes 
w ill cut the soil Joss in half. With 
the reduction in soil loss there 
is .also· a reduction in the loss of 
water and fertilizer. Contour 
farming involves a very low cost 
for it's application. The returns 
in incr·eased crop yield and the 
reduction in soil and water loss 
are great in proportion to the 
small .amount of effort necessary 
to establish contour farming. 

Grass Waterways Essential 
The shaping and seeding of all 

waterways needing attention i5 
the second important step in the 
establishment of a cons·ervation 
plan on a Cass County farm. 
Well shaped and seeded water­
ways are ·essential in a contoured 
fiel d :tior convenience in crossing 
While tilling the crop. Seeded 
waterways serve to safely carry 
away exces·s water from a con­
toured field. Where terraces are 
being applied, well sodded wa­
terways ar·e necessary to carry 
away safely the surplus water 
from the terrace system. 

The systemic improvement of 
a ll non-crossable waterways is a 
very necessary and a very im­
portant part of a well rounded 
soil conservation program on :1 

Cass County farm. 
Small waterway jobs can be 

shaped with the common farm 
plow and disk but larger jobs 
require the movement of consid­
erable earth and can best be 
compl·eted with heavy dozer type 
of equipment. 

The type of seeding for a wa­
terway will vary with the cir­
cumstances and the individual 

Iowa Soil and Water 

CARL KELLER 
District Commissioner 

Mr. Keller and his wife, Marie, 
own and operate a 240-acre farm 
in Benton Township . They are 
the parents ·of two .sons, !Ralph, 
a 'Methodist minister at Hartford, 
Wisconsin, and Robert, with 
Bankers Life in Des !Moines. The 
farm is under a complete conser­
vation plan and Carl normally 
feeds 60 head of c3.ttle per year. 
He and IMrs. Keller are members 
of the Wiota Methodist Church 
and Carl is presently serving on 
the official board. 

---o-

desires. In general t h e r e arc 
three grasses suited for water­
way seeding. Brome grass is 
widely used on sites which are 
reasoanbly fertile and not ex­
cessively wet. Reed Canary grass 
is used in the very rugged wa­
terway c> nd those which are wet. 
R e e d Canary grass furnishes 
maximum protechon and will 
withstand the most rugged wet 
condition. 

Tall Fescue has proven of val­
ue where fertility is low and 
pasturing is heavy. 

Choosing The Land Use 
The u s e should be chosen 

which will permit each acre to 
produce the maximum and yet 
provide for it's protection and 
improvement. Areas on the farm, 
which due to type of soil or 
steepness of slope are not suited 
to crop land, should be used for 
pasture or in extreme cases for 
woodland or wildlife cover. 
Which Rotation Do We Choose 

The goal in each Soil Conser­
vation Plan is1 to reduce the soil 
loss to a saf·e amount which is 
considered to be about five tons 
per acre per year. There are two 

Meet Iowa Commissioners ---
~conservation Minded People~ 

From Cass Soil Distriet 

BOYD BAILEY 
District Commissioner 

.Mr. Bailey owns 160 acres and 
rents 160 acres. He has a wife, 
Vera, and son, Bruce, 16 years 
old. They are m embers of the At­
lantic Methodist Church and 
Boyd is a member of the Official 
board. He is Secretary of the 
Boys' 4-H County Committee and 
Washington Township trustee. He 
has a complete farm plan on his 
farm and usually raises 300 hogs 
and 100 cattle each year. 

---0---

methods of reaching the goal of 
a safe soil loss. The first method 
is to use a high proportion of 
Meadow in the rotation with 
some terracing. The other ap­
proach is to permit a higher 
acreage of row crop in the ro­
tation but to off set the add·ed 
row crop with a much heavier 
use of termces. With the first 
method where the tilled crop is 
light a four year rotation of 
corn, oats, meadow, m•eadow 
could be used. Where the entire 
slope is terraced a corn, corn , 
oats, Meadow rotation can be 
used on most cropland slopes. 

After a choice of rotation has 
been made, field arrangement 
should be worked out with con­
sideration given to conveniencE' 
in contouring, and ease of access 
when pasturing. The terracing 
program should be worked out 
to fit the rotation and the need 
of the farm. The construction of 
terraces on a slope is a means 
of making several short slopes 
out of one long slope. As the 
slope length is reduced by ter­
racing the soil Joss is materially 
reduced. 

Conserv.ation Pays 

GEORGE HOSFEL T 
Chairman. 

District Commissioner 

Mr. Hosfelt operates 700 acr•es, 
of whioh he owns 600 and rents 
100. tHe and his wife, Velma, are 
the parents of twin sons, Dean 
and Gene. Dean is a graduate of 
Simpson College and is a Man­
ager trainee with Kresges at 
Davenport, Iowa. 

Gene is married and he and h;s 
wife, Shirley are the parents of a 
daughter, Brenda. Gene attended 
Iowa State University at Ames 
for one year. 

• 
George and Velma are mem­

bers of the Massena Methodist 
Church and he is a member uf 
the o:tificial board. tHe is serving 
his seventh year as a District 
Commissioner, a Director of the 
Victoria Farmers Mutual Insur­
ance Co. He !has a 50-head ewe 
flock. He is a former Secretary of 
the Cass County 4-H Fair assici­
ation, and is the Director of Iowa 
Soil Conservation District Com­
missioners for a three-year term. 
George's hobby is Soil Conserva­
tion work. 

---0---

THERE IS 
NO FARM IN 

CASS 

THAT 
DISTRICT 

DOESN'T 
HAVE A NEED 

FOR 
CONSERVATION 

Page 7 



Cass County A. S. c. Personnel 

ASC County Committee. left to righ±: Lyle L. Neary. Member; Ken­
neth Jensen, Chairman, and P aul M. Williamson, Vice-Chairman. 

U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
AG STABILIZATION AND 
CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

By Kenneth Neary, Office Mgr. 

Cass County ASC Office 

The County ASC Committee 
h a v e several p r ograms under 
their jurisdiction which is ad­
ministered by the office mana­
ger plan, through the county of­
fice. The committee and office 
personnel practice soil and wa­
ter conservation on their farms, 
and b elieve when carried ou t on 
land where needed, h as made 
for better rural and urban living. 

• Through the Agricultural Con-
servation Program (ACP) , the 
farmer may request and receive 
assistance up to 70 % of the to­
tal cost in long enduring cases, 
which with proper care, will 
last indefinitely. W1th this assis-

S. A. Ossian, Farmer ASC 

Fieldman, District No. 6 

Page 8 

tance we f·eel conservation i3 
within the reach of everyone, 
whether a large or small opera­
tor. These practices must be de­
signed and approved under the 
help and guidance of a qualified 
S. C. S . Technican . On practices 
of a shor ter life span, such as 
lime and fertilizer the A. S . C. 
cooperates fully with the local 
and state extension in securing 
soil samples. A s o i 1 analysis 
showing a n eed is n ecessary on 
all lime and fertilizer and seed­
ing requests. 

In one program year we had 
855 farmers receiving cost shar­
ing on these different practices : 

Lime 

Terraces 

Tile 

Waterway 

$31,111.76 

$25,187.70 

$12,694.71 

$11,082.14 

In addition several other prac­
tices received cost share, but in 
lessor amounts. Although ACP 
is the one most stressed in our 
county, we are seldom without 
funds to assist where a need and 
practibility are shown. 

ASC OFFICE PERSONNEL 

Lef:: to r:gbt, seated: Betty L. S:huler, ACP Clerk; and Kenn.eth 
Neary, Office Manager. Standing, left !o right: Nadine He!rick, Con­
lervation Reserve and Marketin.g Quota Clerk: Fred Lindeman, Grain 
Grader: Jackie Oakes, Price Supl)ort Clerk: and Marie C. Allen, Ad ­
ministrat:v~ and Price Support Clerk. 

Our commodity loan and grain 
storage department carries our 
heaviest work load, covering the 
making of loans on farm storage 
facilities and dryers as well as 
on all grains. Seven grain stor­
age inspectors are employed to 
cover the sixteen townships, to 
determine by m easurement the 
amount of grains to be put un­
der loan, the condition of the 
structures in which it is s'tored 
and reinspectiDns to advise the 
producers when the commod'ities 
stored in ·the structures needs 
r econditioning. In 1958 we made 
668 loans in the county which 
covered corn, beans, grain sor­
ghum, o-a ts , wheat and barley. 

Participation by the farmers 
in the r esealing programs has 
been very satisfactory and being 

a county with a large number of 
livestock on feed a great per­
centage of the lo ~ms made are 
redeemed, to be fed on the farm. 
Consequently much of our corn 
n ever reaches th e Commodity 
Credit Bins or private ware­
houses. 

We have six bin sites in thz 
county that have 214 structures 
filled with corn and 156 are 
empty. Two full time employees 
care for the corn , sites and 
structures. The corn from these 
bin sites was nearly all sold in 
1951 and 1952 to farmers for 
livestock feed. If this supply had 
not been avaiJ,abJ,e to them at 
that time it would have caused 
considerable hardship and prob-

-Continued on page 30 

Lyman Locker 
Groceries 

Custom Butchering 
and Processing 

Good Quality Groceries, 
Meats and Feeds 

RALPti GOTTSCHE, Prop. 

Phone: 
Grant 10 on 34 

Cumberland 8R30 

Iowa Soil and Water 



SOIL CON.SERVAT'ION SERVICE and ST AT·E PERSONNEL 
. . 

IN TH:E CASS SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
AREA ENGIN-EERS 

Lefi: to right: Don Frevert, Richard Phillips, Area Engineers and 
Wayne Raasch, Engineering Aid. 

WATERSHED ACTIVITY 
IN AREA 7 

By WaUer Weiss 
Area Conservationist Area 7 
Of the 445,526 acres of land in­

volved in organized watershed 
activities in Area 7, 107,000 are 
in the Cass County Soil Conser­
vation Distric t. All the watershed 
activity in the Cass District is or­
ganized under Public 'L aw 566 
Watershed Protection Program 
and is just one phase of the well 
balanced District program carried 
on by the District Commissioners. 

The Area mao shows the loca­
tion ·of the watershed activity 
within t 'he eight districts in­
volved. The 445,526 acres consti­
tutes nearly 15 % of the total land 
acres in Area #7. 

The status of each watershed 
is as follows: 

Harmony-(H a r r is o·n) 3,100 
acres : First completed watershed 
in low <:>. under Public Law 566. 

Cr-ooked Creek-(Guthrie, Au­
dubon, Cass) 22,556 acres : Ready 
for construction next spring on 
Projects 1 and 2. 

Big Park-(Crawford) 7,500 
acres: Construction will get un­
derway next spring. 

MilJ.-Picavune-(Shelby, Harri­
s·on, Crawford) 61,080 acres: Work 
Plan ne 3.rly com p 1 e ted. Two 
structures built~one by Shelby 
Countv Board of Suoervisors and 
the other jointly with Crawfo:rd 
County Board of Supervisors. 

Davids CrP.P.k-(Audubon) 39,-
294 acres: This watershed is in 
Work Plan sta?e. Participation 
by the Town of E-xira for water 
supplv has good possibility. Ex­
ira felt the blow of the tragic 
Davids Creek Flood in July 1958. 

Iowa Soil and Water 

Indian Creek-(W e s t P o t t.) 
5,000 acres: Work Plan develop­
ment stage. 11his project is a joint 
eff·ort between Soil Conservation 
Service and the Co-rps of Army 
Engineers . 

Pony Creek-(West Pott. and 
Mills) 1,650 acres, lies within Pot­
tawattamie County with the re­
mainder in Mills. This watershed 
has just recently been approved 
for Work Plan Development. 

Blue Gress-(Audubon) 16,100 
acres : Waiting for approv-al for 
W-ork Plan Development. Flood 
in this watershed contributed to 
the tragic loss of lives in the July 
1958 flood. 

Troublesome-(Audubon , Cass, 
Adair) 62,000 acres: No Work 
Plan priority, but potentially a 
top watershed. 

Turkey-(Cass) 84,000 acres : A 
watershed that must develop on 
a sub-watershed 'basis because 
the railroad and State Highway 
#6 follow its course quite con­
sistently. No Work Plan priority. 

Rvan-Henschall-(West Pott.) 
9,300 acres: No Work Plan prior­
ity but hope uoon hooe that there 
soon will be W·ork Plan priority. 

Bee-Jay-(E as t Pot t.) 17,200 
acres: No Work Plan priority. 
With the urpland treatment found 
i~ this watershed, it should be in 
lme for Work Plan Development 
at an early date. Erosion, flood­
ing, drainage, are the three great­
est problems in this watershed. 

Otter Creek-(Sac, Ida and 
Crawford) 18.000 acres: Have not 
as yet peti tioned for assistance 
under Public Law .566, but are 
concentrating their ·efforts on up­
land trea-tment. 

CASS DISTRICT PERSONNEL 

LeH to right, seated: Gayle Johnson, State Clerk; Gilbert Wehrman, 
Work U·nit Conservationist. Standing: Clarence Ford, Conservationist: 
Gle·nn Jones, Conservation Aid and Stanley Bennett, Conservation 
Aid. 

Mosquito C r e e k-(Harrison) 
21,000 acres: A very energetic 
watershed or•ganization and 
board of directors are bringing 
this watershed into promine nce 
at a rapid pace. 

B a by C r e e k-(E a s t Pott.) 
11,000 acres: Have not petitioned 
for assistance but hope to do so 
before -the snow flies. 

Allen Creek-(Harrison) 62,000 
acres : Sub-watershed off of Allen 
Creek, being brought under con­
trol thr-ouglh pooling agreements 
with ASC. 

Deer Ru.n-(Shel'by) 596 acres: 
The works of improvement in 
this small watershed were made 
possible t h r o u g h cost-sharing 
with ASC, ACP funds . This proj­
ect has been compl-eted. 

S o u t h Ma.gnolia-(Harrison) 
2,500 a·cres: Five s-tructures were 
constructed in this watershed un­
der cooperative e fforts between 
the County Board of Supervisors, 
ASC, and the farmers. This proj ­
ect was completed in the fall of 
1958. 

Sa.wmill H o II o w-(Harrison) 
1650 acres: This su•b-watershed 
to j)he Allen Creek Watershed is 
being brought u n de r control 
thr-ough cooperative efforts of the 
farmers i n v o 1 v -e d, ASC, the 
Coun·ty Board of Supervisors and 
the H and P Draina·ge District. 
The two major structures in­
volved will be completed this 
fall. 

---0---

MORE FARMERS NEED 
TO BE INTERESTED IN 

WATERSHEDS 

STATE APPROPRIATIONS 
By Gayle R. Johnson 

State Clerk 
Funds were appropriat-ed by 

the Fifty-third general assembly 
of the State Legislature fo.r use 
in employing clerical and techni­
cal !help in Soil Conservation Dis­
·tricts. Since that time Cass Dis­
trict has been abl-e to have a full 
time clerical assistant in the o-f­
fice and a part-time technician to 
assist with field layout wo.rk. 
Having the office open all the 
time has helped grea-tly in pro­
moting conservation work in the 
field. T-echnicians are relieved of 
office d u t y thereby providing 
more time for technical work in 
the field, and farmers are pro-­
vided an avenue through which 
to reaoh the technical assistant to 
obtain his services when n-eeded. 
The clerical assistant serves as a 
coordinator between the farmer 
and the technician. 

State funds are provided to 
Districts on a need basis-with 
appropriations being allocated by 
the State Soil Conservation Com­
mittee, according to the work 
load in the District. Past accom­
plishments, watershed activities 
and vario-us other phases of the 
conservation program are consid­
ered by the S tat-e Committee in 
determining the allocation made 
to the District. 

The clerical assistant in the 
pistrict off!ce assists in process­
Ing the work load in an o-rderly 
and efficient manner maintains 
the -office so that f~rmers are 
able to reach the Commissioners 

-Continued ·on page 14 
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CASS COUNTY 
EXTENSION SERVICE 

Extensior. Per sonnel. seated from lef! to r igh! : Sh;rley Johnson, Coun ­
t y Extension Home Economist; Dan Mer r ick, County Extension Di­
rector,. Standing, left to right: Mrs. Phil Chinitz, Office Assi; t an t a.nd 
Dua ne Feltz, County Extension Assistant. 

I 

CASS COUNTY 
EXTENSION SE,RVICE 

By Da.n Merrick 
County Extension Director 

Management of the s·oil and 

water resources in Cass County 
has always received 'high prior­
ity in the County Agricultural 
E xtension Education F ro­
g r a m , both in the past and in 

the prDjected educational pro­
gram of the future. 

Annual reports retained by the 
Ex tension Service show t:,at land 
use and soil conservation has re­
ceived major emphasis in the ed­
uca tional program, recogmzmg 
that 70 % of the net income of the 
county is derived from the soil. 

The Cass County E xtensi-on 
Service, which is the e ducational 
arm of the United S tates Depart­
ment of Agriculture in the co un­
ty, is made available to all res:­
dents of the county through the 
cooperation of the Cass County 
Extension council, the Iowa S tate 
University, and the United States 
Departmen t of Agriculture. 

The Extension council, r ecog­
nizing the multitude of changes 
taking place on farms within the 
county, two years ag-o assumed 
the responsibility of conducting 
an intensive study to determine 
the major problem areas in the 
county and to develop an edu­
cational pr-ogram to meet ~he 
needs of the p eDple, which were 
indicated by the people within 
the county . Some term this long 
range program planning. More 
than 120 people served on vari­
ous committees, all of which 
identifi-ed management on the 
farm and in the home .as one of 
the major problem areas. Cer­
tainly, manage m ent of the soil 
and water resour ces is a part of 
the total management picture. In 
the area of soil and wat·er con­
servation recognition of ~he land 

GALVANIZED STEEL CULVERTS ANTI-SEEP COLLARS 
CONNECTING BANDS 

DIAPHRAMS RISERS ELBOWS 

IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE 
Asphalt Coated or Pla in 

THE LEVINE COMPANY 
4400 E. 14TH ST. 
DES MOINES, IOWA 
PHONE: AM 2-5613 

COTTAGE ST. AT 18TH 
CENTERVILLE, IOWA 

PHONE: 50 

An/ttl Stt1te 8t1nlt 
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Anita, Iowa 

C~ontinu~ous and Uninterrupted Service 
t~o the Community ~or Ov.e~r 82 Years 

capabili ties and using the land 
according to the capabilities in 
addition to the adap tation of 
mechanical practices for efficient 
crop production', em phasizes the 
maj-or area of educational activ­
ity forthcoming through the e x­
tension educational program. 

A series of management meet­
ings were conducted in the coun­
ty in the fall ·of 1958 with the 
second series slated for the fall of 
1959 and a new series starting in 
another section of the county . 
P lans for the future include the 
establishment of a manageme n t 
series planned for all parts of the 
county with the primary objec­
tive of showing the different seg­
ments of managem ent and how 
they fit together. An effort is 
m ade in the educational pr-ogram 
to fit the management of the soil 
and water resources into the to­
tal m3.nagement program point­
ing the inter-rel.ationshi·p of land 
use to the lives tock pr.ogram and 
to the family living with the u l­
t imate goal of adjusting agricul­
ture to the changing economic 
conditions. 

As in the past when Extension 
assisted with organizing groups 
to encourage conservation activi­
ties they will continue to work 
with both groups and individuals 
to stress the importance of oon­
servation in the total farming 
program . Extension assumes the 
responsibility of conducting t he 
educational programs in th e areas 
of soil and water conservation 
with close working relationship 
with the soil district, assisting 
with field days, assisting w ith 
watershed development, provid­
ing the latest research informa­
tion, attending regular monthly 
meetings of the district comm is­
sioners of the ·county •as well as 
district meetings to keep a breast 
of the latest in conservation . 

The Cass County Extension 
personnel include Dan Merrick, 
coun ty extension dir·ector; Joe 
Phillips, county extension asso­
ciate (soils); Shirley J oh nson , 
coun ty extension home eoono­
mist; and Duane Feltz, county 
extension assistant, wi~h offices 
located at 400 % Chestnut in At­
lantic. 

LLOYD & 
MEREDIT.H 

J. I. CASE FARM 
IMPLEMENTS 

HARDWARE 
WELL & WATER SUPPLIES 

Phone 5~ 200 Chestnut St. 
' 

A TI-ANTIC, lOW A 
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FARMERS HOME ADMINISTRATION 
By Wayne G. Zeigler 

Applications for services and 
assistance from Farmers iHome 
Administration for Cass County 
are processed at the FHA Office 
located in the Farm Credit Build­
ing at Atlantic. The ·Office at At­
lantic also serves Adair and Pot­
tawattam ie Counties. 

At pr·esent there are 127 loans 
with farmers in these three coun­
ties. Of these 48 are to farm ten­
ants and farm owners in Cass 
C:mnty. Several types ·of loans 
are avail•able throug)h t'le Farm­
ers Home Adm :nis tr.1ticn. 

Operatinng loans are m ade pri­
marily to help farmers make im­
proved use of land and labor re­
sources on family type farms by 
making needed changes in their 
farming systems and adopting 
improved farm practices. Loan 
funds may be advanced to pur­
chase ·equipment, livestock, feed, 
seed, fertilizer and other farm 
and home operating needs and 
to refinance chattel debts. Assist­
ance is given in keeping ade­
quate farm and home records . 
Loans of this type are scheduled 
for repayment in accordance with 
the borrower's ability to repa.y 
over a period from one to seven 
years . 

Far m ownership loans are made 
primarily to help farm families 
to become owners of family type 
farms. Lo3ns are made to buy 
land, improve land and bui1dings 
and refinance debts . Loans m3.y 
be made to buy land to enlarge 
undersize units. A family type 
f ' .rrn. is one that will produce 
suff:cient income to give a rea­
w~able st3ndard of living, en­
able you to pay operating ex­
penses and debts and have a 
r·e.?.sonable reserve for emergen­
cies. F arm ownership loans are 
au~horized for periods up to forty 
years and are made only to those 
who will live on the farm and 
make it their home. 

Farm housing loans are aVJail­
able to farm owners for construc­
tion or remodeling and repairing 
of farm dwellings and service 
bui1dings either for himself or 
his tenant. Water systems may be 
included. These loans are not 
made to Provide buildings that 
would cos;t more than adequate 
on other farms in the communi­
ty. The loans are made only on 
farms -that will produce a sub­
stantial part of the operators in­
come and must be large enough 
to be nonsidered a farm rather 
~han a rul'al residence. Farm 
housing loans are r epayable over 
a p·eriod up to 33 years. 

Soil and water conservation 
loans are available to farm own­
ers to carry out measures for soil 
and water conservation and to 
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develop water systems for farm 
and farmstead us·e. This loan is 
made to the farm owner for ben­
efit of himself or his tenant. 

Loan funds may be used to pay 
the cash costs of making im­
provem ents direc tly related to 
soil conservation; water develop­
ment, conservation and use; f.or ­
·estation, perm an en t pasture, 
drainage of farmland and related 
measures. This includes suc'l im­
provements as construction and 
repair of terraces, dike3, ponds, 
ditches for drainage an::! erosion 
control structures, also pasture 
improvement, brush rem ova l, 
b3.sic application of lime ferti­
lizer, fencing and well drill ing. 

Soil and water conservation 
loans are made to carry out only 
the types of soil and water con­
servation practices that are in ac­
cord with r ecommendations made 
by the Extension Servic·e and S oil 
Conservation Service in cooper­
ahon wibh the Agricultural Sta­
bilization and Conservation Serv­
ice. These loans will not be made 
for ann ually Tecurring costs gen­
erally considered as fa rm operat­
ing expenses. 

These loans are scheduled for 
repayment within shortest time 
consistent with the borrowe rs 
a.bilHy to repay. No loan will be 
scheduled over a period exceed­
ing the useful life of the im­
provement and in no ·case longer 
than 20 years. 

Some of the m3.in requ ireme nts 
of an applican t to be eligible for 
a Farmers Home Administration 
lo1n are (1) be a citizen of the 
Unite d Stabes; (2) be unable to 
obtain adequate credit from a 
regular source; (3) have adequate 
farm experience or training; and 
(4) have adequate land ·resources 
suffici·ent to earn the major part 
of income from farm'ing. 

A committee of three persons, 
of which at le<J.st two are farm­
ers. mu~t certify as to t he eligi­
bility of all applicants for FH A 

Farmers Home Adminstration. Personnel: S tanding left to right are 
the. Cass County Committeemen: Wendell C. PelleU, Chairman: John 
G . Karstens, Louis H. Eisterho·ld, Seated: left t o right-Wayne G. 
Zeigler , County Supervisor and Mrs. David Burgess, County Office 
Clerk. 

assistance. 'I1hey also serv·e as an 
advisory committee. The present 
Cass County Committeemen are 
Wendell C. Pelle tt, Atlantic; Lou­
is H. Eisterhold, Atlantic; and 
J ohn G . Karstens, Massena. 

Technical assistance necessary 
for plannning improvements for 
the various types of loans is ob­
tained by the applicant from Soil 
Conservation Service and other 
agencies and private individuals. 

Farm and Home P lans will be 
worked out by the County Super­
visor ·On cooperati·on with the ap­
p lican t and borrower to test the 
soundness of the loan and to in­
corporate into the operations of 
the farm recommended and ap­
proved practi·ces considered nec­
essary for a successful contribu­
tion ·to a·griculture. 

GASOLINE 
ALLEY 

Pioneer Price Cutters 

TANKWAGON 
SERVICE 

PHONE 400 

ATLANTIC lOW A 

ALLIED ENGINEERING COMPANY 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Dependable Service 

Ready-Mix Concrete 

Heated Concrete for Winter Use 

PHONE 1591 ATLANTIC, IOWA 
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STATE BANK' 
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W. F. Kniep, President 
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Chas. P. Kordick, Vice Pres. 

BRIDGEWATER, IOWA 
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OUR MOST PRECIOUS 
RESOURCE-THE SOIL 

By Melvin Anderse·n 
Elk Horn F. F. A. Chapter 

Elk Horn. Iowa 
The earth is a sphere 8,000 

m iles in diameter and 25,000 
miles in circumference with a 
surface of approximately 200,-
000,000 square miles, of which 
about one-third is 1 and and 
about two-thirds water. 

A r-elatively thin l-ayer of top­
soil, which covers the land at 
an average plow depth of about 
s·even inches, is the chief s up­
port of life. The world's annual 
production of food and fiber 
products comes largely from this 
soil layer. Less than h alf of the 
earth's soH is suitable for crop 
production. 

The soil that supports life is 
created by the forces of nature­
the action of the sun, atmos­
phere and water, a long with 
plant and animal life, on the 
materials that comprise the 
eart h. Soil is a resid u e of 
weathered rocks, minerals, and 
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decaying organic matter. It sup­
plies mechanical support f o r 
vegetation and raw mater ials fer 
plant foods. 

Many, many years a r e r e­
quired by nature to produce · a 
single inch of topsoil. Yet , all 
of this good work of nature may 
be destroyed by man in a rela­
tively few years by careless 
land management. 

It has been said many times 
that a country is as strong as it s 
soil is fertile. America owes h er 
posi:tion as a great n ation to her 
soil and its produce. The power, 
wealth .and vigor of our p eople 
a re directly du e to the marvel­
ous productivity of our land. Our 
snil is the foundation of our 
happiness, p rosperity and pro­
gress. Deeply rooted in the earth 
are our independence, our safety 
and the welfare of our people . 

If we are going to main tain 
our fr·eedom as a democracy we 
n eed plenty of good food, be­
cause a hungry nation is a rest ­
les·s nation. Therefore we need 
p eople to work in the field of 
soil conservation to h elp con­
serve and maintain our vast 
natural r esources. 

W e have fought and won two 
great wars within ·thirty years 
and ·our victories were uue . to a 
large extent to the food a~d fi­
b er produced on our farms. Dur­
ing Wnrld War II, despite short­
ages of labor, equipment and 
supplies, on nur farm lands were 
grown the r ecord-breaking food 
and fiber crops n ecessary to 
meet the demands of our 149,-
000,000 p eople and millions in 
other countries. 

Today American f armers are 
faced with the task of not only 
feeding adequately and ever in­
creasing population at home, 
but furnishing large quantities 
of food for other nations. Our 
continued world leadership and 
influence will dep end largely 
upon the stewardship of our soil 

Wi:th wise manag·em ent, our 
land can be kept productive to 
meet the n eeds· of our people. 
There are areas of land in this 
country which have been culti­
v at e d continously for nearly 
three hundred years that are 
still as good or better than ever 
before. 

The soil and water resources 
of the farm and ranch lands Olf 
our nation must be conserved 
and protected. This is essential 
in order that farms and ranches 
will continue to have the capa­
city ·to produce sufficient food 
and other raw materials to meet 
th e future n eeds nf the Nation. 

Is it your impression that our 
soil will k eep producing year 
after year? Do you think that it 
can keep restoring its badly 
needed minerals and elements 
by itself, without any h elp from 
us? Does it ever wear out? 

Yes, it is definite that our soil 
does wear out. Our soil can not 
keep up with the progress we 
are making and the use we are 
giving t o our soil nowadays. Our 
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answer is that we must do every­
thing possible to m aintain our 
soil. · 

How do w e lose these differ­
ent elem ents, minerals, etc in 
our snil? W e lose them in the 
following ways: 

1. We lose them by leaching. 
L eaching is the process whereby 
the sun and water filter out the 
soil. 

2. W e lose them by farming 
our ground too hard, just plainly 
by taking the sustenance out of 
the ground by overloading it 
with one c r o p after another 
without proper care. 

3. We lose them due to wind 
th e blowing away of our soil. ' 

4. We lose them through con­
struction. The erecting of build­
ings and the making and con­
stru ction of roa ds and modern 
highways, plus the use of land 
as factory sites. These have put 
many thousands of acres out of 
production. 

5. And finally we lose them to 
water e r o s i o n-the carrying 
away of our soil. This combined 
with wind takes twenty-one 
times as much from the soil as 
the s ustenance used by growing 
plants. 

Every year we lose millions of 
tons of top black soil due to 
t h es·e very destructive h azards . 
It must be, and is, our obligation 
to bring this sort of procedure 
to a haK 

The most successful job of soil 
c on se rvation is accomplished 
when each drop of rainfall is 
absorbed or held as n ear where 
it falls as is possible. How can 
this be accomplished and how 
can w e help to restore these 
badly needed elements to the 
soil? There are infinite ways to 
do this; Our only trouble is w e 
hardly ever use them. Included 
as some of these should be the 
following: 

1. Contouring (farming around 
the hill) . 

2. Terraces (holding the water 
from r unning down the hill and 
escaping, taking with it the s oil). 

3. Grassed waterways. (This 
alone has saved I o w a many 
thousands of tons of rich top soil 
every year) . 

4. The seeding down of creek 
banks along with strip farming 
with legumes, which tend to 
hold the soH because of their 
lon g r oots. 

5. Restoring them directly as 
a fertilizer . 
Why let our soil go down the 
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers 
and form deltas at their bot­
tom s? We must remember and 
keep in mind that there are 
generation s to foUow - after u s 
and p eoples who would like to 
live off this land in the future 
.too. ' 

Are we, as American citizens, 
going to sit idly by and see our 
land misu sed due to the lack of 
proper planning and utilization? 
Certainly our answer will be 
"no." You might ask: "How may 
I as an individual, h elp to solve 

By Dorothy Mark 
Auxiliary President 

It is a distin ct honor to b e 
elected State President of the 
L adies AuXiiliary of the Iowa As­
sociation of Soil Conservation 
District Commissio-ners. Bec1.use 
I h ave seen the benefits that can 
result fr·om g·ood soil steward­
ship, praeticed here on "Our farm 
'by my husband and our four 
sons, and by the Mark family b e­
fore us, I feel i t m y duty to in­
terest all women in :Soil Conser­
vation any wa.y I can. It will b e 
my endeavor to dn m y best as 
President, and to report to you 
tJhe activli:ties of our ·organization. 

Our !Main Project is the spon­
soring of a Speech Contest-How 
Soil and Water Affec~s My Fu­
ture-in every District in Iowa. 
It is open to all students in Jun­
ior High or High School. The con­
test is under the direct superv:i-

a problem s·o tremendou s in 
scope?" You as a farmer, can do 
this by cooperating with the 
governmental conservation agen­
cies in all of their efforts b y 
following on your own farms 
approved m ethods of crop rota­
tion and cons·ervation, and by 
rea d in .g the numerous pam­
phlets, bulletins, and ·other pub­
lication s put out by the Soil 
Conservation S e r v i c es to ac­
quaint the farmer with the out­
com e of the experiment stations. 
And you , as a member of soci­
ety can do this by supporting all 
legi-slation to the end of conser­
vation. 

A heritage w e are told, is 
som ething of value handed down 
f rom one generation to another. 
In our generation and at the 
present we do not have before 
us a vast sea of grass, as our 
pioneer s had, t hat brushed sad ­
dle stirrups and often hid the 
head of a man on foot. But we 
do have before us the soil which 
has been so badly robbed of all 
elements. That alone is an obli­
gation for u s to try to restore. 
Let it not be said by our fu­
t ure generations: "Here's the 
fa rm, but where's the soil? " Let 
us hand down as part of our 
heritage to those who come aft­
er u s, land not only unimpaired 
but enriched. 

I hope after hearing the facts 
I have told you that I have cre­
ated a new interest in you so 
that you might strive ahead and 
find your place in agriculture 
that we might preser ve our most 
precious resource-the soil. 

sion of our Vice-President, Mrs. 
Donald L. Johnson of Faid.ield, 
Iowa. 

We also plan to draw up a set 
of ·By-laws governing the Ladies 
Auxiliary . PDior to this, we have 
operated solely ·On a year-to-year 
basis; depending solely on th e 
minutes of the prevj·ous year's 
business. 

To th·is end, a Oommittee com­
p osed of IMr.s. John s on; Mrs. 
Gamemn Stafford, Sec'y, BJoairs­
burg; Mrs. Bryan Weberg, Kiron; 
Mrs. Hubert Beasley, Garden 
Grove; and myself will meet in 
Des Moines November 2 to draft 
the first set of by -laws. 

And we want als·o to· wr.ite the 
history of the organizati·on from 
the beg•inning. We need h elp on 
this.-lf •any•one knows items of 
history, purpose of es:lablishing 
•the organdzation, n am es of offi­
cers and th e years they ~erved , 
please send •these item s to me: 
IMrs. Wayne C. rMark, Route #3, 
Cedar F al1s, Ia . Compiling of the 
history is to b e m y spedal effort 
this winter. 

God h as given us the land only 
to use.-Wom·en need to b e inter.­
ested and active in Soil Conser­
vation. For the very survival of 
·our civ ilization may depend upon 
the way we live up to our ohli­
gati:ons using the land wisely, 
and improving its condihon for 
th e s u c c e e d i n g gen era<tions. 
Women's influence will be felt! 

A. M. ACKER 
Local 

& 
Long Distance 

Hauling 
Phone 7R60 

Wiota, Iowa 

RASMUSSE'N 
HATCHERY 

Your Honegger Dealer 

Chicks - Feeds 
Buildings- Equipment 

Anita Iowa 

FARMERS CO-OP 
ELEVATOR CO. 

GRAIN - COAL - FEED 
FENCE - TILE 

FERTILIZER 

Phone 49 Anita, Ia. 
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Wildlife Club Iowa Conservation Officer 

Cass County Game Conservation Club, left :l:o right, seated: Glenn 0. 
Jones, President; and Ivan Brix, Vice-President. Standing: George 
Tibken, Treasurer, and Max Shafer, Secretary. 

Rex Emerson, State Conservation Officer for 
Audubon and Cass counties. 

Cass County Game Club 
By Glenn Jones 

Conservation Aid 
President Game Club 

Among the many organizations 
contributing to conservation 
practices in Cass County is the 
Cass County Game Conservation 
Club. Through this Club 500 
sportsmen a n d conservatio·nist s 
coopera•te to improve hunting 
and fishing in Cass County. The 
club was organized when the 
county was nearly a biological 
desert. New roads were being 
built, fence rows were m owed or 
burned and creeks were straight­
ened. Generally wildlife habitat 
became almost a thing of the 
pasrt. Since white man and the 
plow · M.d ' •taken over, wildlife 
n early ceased to exist. 
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During the early years the 
club purchased a tree planting 
machine, and brooding equip­
ment and pens for raising pheas­
ant and quail chicks. During the 
following years s o m e 200,000 
multiflora rose bushes have been 
planted on v a r i o u s fa r m s 
thr.oughout the county. Twenty 
thousand pheasant and quail 
chicks, furnished by the State 
Fish and Game department have 
been raised and released . By this 
method of introduction, pa·rent 
stocks have b een established. 

In recent years, m ore attention 
has been devoted to establishing 
game cover-Waste O!l' odd areas 
are set aside by farmer sports­
men to be planted by the club 
as permanent game cover areas. 
These areas range in size from 

one-fourth acre to five acres and 
are planted with pine trees, 
honeysuckle, and multifl-ora rose 
bushes purchased from the State 
Conservation Commission Nur­
sery. In Cass County at the 
present time there are 150 cov­
er areas on private property. Ap­
proximately 20 new areas are 
sponsored and planted each year. 
As these areas gr.ow, more game 
becomes available to Cass Coun­
ty sportsmen . The food and cov­
er in t h ese areas also- attract 
many species of song birds and 
other wildlife beneficial to the 
agricultural community of Cass 
County. 

Throughout the County some 
100 farm pond s have been 
stocked by the State Conserva­
tion Commission with Bass and 
Bluegills. These ponds furnish 
recreation for many fishermen . 

Much of the credit for the be­
ginning of sound fish and game 
conservation practices in Cass 

Join your 

CASS COUNTY 
GAME 

CONSERVATION 
CLUB 

and help conserve the 

wildlife and natural 

beauty of Cass County. 

Contact a member of the 
Club for membership. 

County belongs to the State Con­
servation Commission through 
their local representatives. At 
the present time the Conserva­
tion Officer is Rex Emerson , 
who is very active in the promo­
tion of the many phases of con­
servation in Cass County. 

---0---

STATE APPROPRIATIONS-

(Continued from page 9) 

and technicians for desired help, 
assists farmers in making plans 
for the ·carrying out of their soil 
conservation program, takes care 
of District correspondence, k eeps 
accurate up-to-date records ·Of all 
activities carried on through the 
District office, maintains appr·O­
priate files £or employees and 
commissioners, assists the Farm 
Planner in the processing -of farm 
plans, assists technieians an d 
farmers in the scheduling of lay­
out work and helps to speed up 
the soil conservation program in 
the District. 

The technical assistant assists 
the te chnicians with layout, su­
pe rvision .and construction of per­
manent type soil conservation 
practices. Soil conservation prac­
tices applied on the land are the 
ultimate goal ·of the District and 
is the Tesult of the cooperative 
effort of both the technical and 
cle rica l staff in the District. 

--0---

We Appreciate The 

Support Iowa Gives 

This Great Cause, 

Soil Conservation. 
Iowa Soil and Water 
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CHALLENGE FEEDS INC. 
ATLANTIC IOWA 

CHALLENGE 

SALESMEN 

CHALLENGE 

DEALERS 
IN CASS COUNTY IN CASS COUNTY 

Harold Hansen Fletcher Chapel Store 

Bob Skoog Norway Center Store 

Bob Greenlee Massena Co-op 

Jesse Mercer Cass County Produce 

Phone 8 

COMPLETE LINE OF CATTLE· .HOG· POULTRY FEEDS 

BULK SUPPLEMENTS 

COMPLETE FEEDS 

ROLLED CORN 

CUSTOM OAT HULLING and ROLLING 

GRAIN BOUGHT AND SOLD 

BULK 'DELIVERY 

FEED INGREDIENTS 

Let CHALLENGE Feeds and Services Help You 

DO A BETTER JOB· EASIER· AND FOR LESS MONEY 

~ 

Iowa Soi I and Water Page 15 



SOIL SURVEY IN CASS DISTRICT 

J OSEP H A. PHIL L IPS 
Extension Associate (Soils) 

-o-

YOUR SOIL SURVE Y 
By Joe Phillip s 

Assistant Extension Agent 
I n Soils 

Every business man engaged 

in a sound business must take 
p eriodic inventories in order to 
determine his progress. Ye•t many 
persons living on a farm may 
spend an entire lifetim e on that 
farm and not have any inventory 
of their land. Today farming is 
big business and like every other 
big business manager farmers 
must take inventory of their land 
in order to better apply the 
newest m ethods and techniques 
to their farm. What Is a Soil 
SurveY,? 

.,. The Soil Survey is the best 
inventory of land y et devised. 
Here the soil is broken down into 
soil types, slope, and ~he amount 
of erosion that has taken place. 
In addition to this informat ion 
aU the stream s, roads, and farm­
steads are mapped and shown in 
their proper prosp ective. With 
this information a farmer is able 
to m easure out just how much 
of each particular soil type he 
has as well as the lay of the 
land and how much erosion has 
taken place. This information 
can be obtained from your local 
Soil Conservation Office in any 
county in which the Soil Survey 
has been completed. 

Once a person has obtained 
this information the next prob­
lem is how to use It. In counties 

Area 7 Soil Scientists are left to r igh:t : Ival Per singer, So'il Scientist 
and Wilbur Jury, Area Soil S cientist , with their m iniature soil pro­
files of the major soils in Cass County in the for egrou nd. 

where the Soil Survey has been 
completed a Soil Survey Report 
has· been published. In this re­
port there is much information 
such as the limitat ions and cap­
abilities of each soil type, crops 
adaptability to various soil, ex-

pected yield, and much o·ther 
pertinent information that can 
be u sed for the interpretatim1 
of the best economical use of 
various soil. 

Use of Soil Survey of 

Cass County 

GRISWOLD & .SON 
In Cass and Adams County, 

Iowa, the Exten sion Service in 
close cooperation with the Soil 
Conservation district is conduc­
ting an educational program in 
the u se of the Soil Survey and 
how farmers in this area can ob­
tain the maximum use from such 
a soil inventory. The approach 
to the program in Cass County 
has been to work with farmers 
in each township the fall and 
the winter following the comple­
t ion of the survey for their 
-township. Through meetings with 
interested groups the basic con­
cepts of soil formation has been 
discussed as well as the canabil­
ities and limitations of each soil 
type in respect to the m g,jor 
crops grown in this area. Gen­
eral soil management, fertiliza­
tion, conservabon n eeds, and in­
dividual farm problems are 
studied and this enables each 
individual farmer to interpret 
the soil map of his farm and 
make managem ent decisions that 
will give him the greatest eco­
nomic return from his farm. 

Drainage C.ontractor 
~-~~w~~ry¥•·~·~,0~~-~~ 

Tile Drainage 
Over 20 Years of Experienc.e 

Phone 289 Wand 331W 
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. 
1n Drainage 

Greenfield, Iowa 

Mapping P r ogram in 
Cass Cou nty 

One township was mapped in 
1958 and the series of education­
al meetings w ere held the fol­
lowing winter for this township . 
During the 1959 mapping season 
five more townships have been 

---'Continued on page 33 
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"THE EARTH IS 
THE LORDS" 

By Rev. Donald Bissinger 
First Methodist Church 

Atlantic, Iowa 

For many centuries, man has 
lifted up his eyes unto the hills 
from which comes his help; his 
help comes from the Lord who 
made heaven and earth. It was 
the Psalmist who first expressed 
this realization. H was also the 
Psalmist, in the 24th Psalm, who 
ascribed ownership to the Lord 
when he said: "The earth is the 
Lord's, and the fullness thereof, 
the world and those who dwell 
therein." The earth tells a won­
derful story of the past. Hidden 
in its folds is the story of man 
and animal from the be/tinning. 
When we contemplate the hct 
th at it takes a thousand years for 
the processes of nature to lay 
down one inch of top-soil, anct 
th at it is here that the productiv­
ity of food originates, t he reten­
Uon of this wondrous gift of God 
mu.~t cause us great concern. 

Never .are we so aware of the 
value of water as when no rains 
fall. the •pump fails, the main 
breaks or the source 'is contam­
iMte d so that thP water is unfit 
for consumption. Not .manv years 
ag-o at one period during the 
summer, our soil was drv with­
out anv moistuTe in the first five 
feet of soil. Adeouate soil prac- . 
tices and contouring mav not 
cau.~e the rains to fall nor the sun 
to shine, but thev will he lu to 
con~erve what moi~ture does f'lll, 
anci Prevent the erosion of that 
prPcious topsoil during heavy 
~·ains. 

As I write, our farmers are be­
ginning the harvest of what is 
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probably the largest yield of corn 
in Iowa history. This is a result 
of the discovery of many of the 
secrets of nature, and man's co­
operation with them-fertilizers, 
crop rotations, contour ·and stTip 

farming, methods of planting and 
cultivation, the development of 
new types of seeds, and sufficient 
moisture at the needed time. It is 
the result of our learning to work 
in harmony with God in His 
world. 

A few years ago, during World 
War II, I was in North Africa. 
At one time this territory was 
most fertile and productive . Now 
there are miles and miles oi 
blowing sands and semi-barren 
desolation. Whether lhis resulted 
totally from lack of knowledge 
of proper soil conservation me th­
ods or partially from other cli­
matic changes, thousands of 
acres of land have been lost from 
man's use. 

We are merely stewards of the 
soil, co-workers with God in His 
world. If we are to work for the 
best interests of our children, to 
leave for them land that will 
feed, clothe, and shelter them, we 
must crusade constantly for the 
best possible care of this earth. 

In the summer of 1958, Cass 
county suffered from not one, but 
two tragic floods . Probably no 
amount of planning could have 
contained the deluge, but wise 
use of the land would have les -

sened the damage, and retained 
some of the thousands of tons of 
soil that left us for parts un­
known. This experience should 
cause us to intensify our efforts 
to persuade everyone to salvage 
and conserv~ soil, water and la­
bor wherever and whenever pos­
sible, not only for the benefit of 
man, but for the glory of the God 
whose land it is. 

---0---

Corrugated Metal Culverts 
for Soi I· Conservat ion 

Projects 
Drop Inl ets -Hooded Inlets 

Broken Backs 
Flume Outlets 
Diaphragms 

EATON METAL 
Products Corp. 

13 & Willis Avenue 
Omaha Nebraska 
Phone WE 0282 

DON WILKINSON 
Phone 693 Atlantic, Iowa 

NED CLARKE 
c .onservation Contractor 

Pond Building - Terracing - Waterways - Clearing 

Phone 15 Cumberland, Iowa 
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CONSERVATION PAYS 

GAS OILS 

Heider Wagons - Pride of the Farm Waterers & Feeders 

Cha!fenge Feeds - Kozy Buildings - Midwest Hoists - Baler Twine 

And It Pays To Trade With Us. 

Welding & General Repairing 

FARMERS SAVINGS BANK 
MASSENA SINCE 1897 IOWA 

We believe 100% in all · methods of soil conservation, crop 

rotations, grass waterways, and contour farming and stand 

ready at all times to assist our customers in these practices. 

A Skelgas 
Heavy Duty System 
can take a lot of worries off your mind! 

GILLIN 
!PPLI!NUE 

UO. 
PHONE 33 

ATLANTIC, IOWA 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER-

(Continued from page 5) 

I wish to officially thank the 
retiring officers of The Iowa As­
sociation of Soil Conservation 
District Commissioners for their 
untiring devotion to the futheT­
ing of the Association's program 
of activities. Gilbert Fridley, 
your retiring president, has such 
a record of achievement it will 
be difficult for me to follow him. 
However, he !has P':"O"''ised to as­
sist the board of directors in 
every way possible His council 
w i 11 be appreciated. Wendell 
Pellett · ·of Atlan ti c, Cass County 
and Maurice Goode of Clio, 
Wayne County have repres•ente d 
their regions with c-<>dit. We will 
m'ss them and thPir contribu­
tions to the bosrci. We know they 
will oontinlle to work for the 
principles of comPrvation in Io­
W3. and their distr'cts. 

The first meeti ng of the new 
board was held in DPs !Moines. at' 
the State Hous", October 5th. 
The new members of the board 
were present. It was a pleasure 
tn eTeet J o s e p h O'Hara of 
Shenandoah, Page County the 
new vice-president; George Hos­
feldt of !Massena, Cass County; 
C e c i 1 Gillespie of Winterset, 
Madison County, the new direc­
tors and the re-elected director, 
Ed K ader.a of Iowa City, Johnson 
County. They are a fine group of 
conservationists and it will b e a 
privilege to work with them. 

Donald L . J·ohnson of Fairfield 
was elected Secretary 'and Ever­
ett 'Rice of Storm Lake, R.F.D ., 
Treasurer. 

The annual meeting was well 
attended and the program was 
well Tece-ived. The committees all 
did an outstandin_g job. The com­
mittee reports will be mimeo­
graphed .and distributed to the 
districts at a later date. Probably, 
at the time ·Of the regional meet­
ings. By the way, plan to attend · 
the meeting in your region, take 
part in the discuss-ions. We wi~h 
to be kept informed of your dis­
trict activities. 

The fiscal y·ear of your associ­
ation ended at the time of the 
annual meeting. 1960 dues are . 
now due. Your Trea~urer Everett 
Rice, 'R.F.D., Storm Lake, Iowa 
will be glad to receive them. The 
annual dues are $100.00. we will 
try to use the monev wisely that 
conservation of ~oil and W3ter 
will be furthered in Iowa. 

FAULKNER 
Insurance Ag.ency 

" DEPENDA BLE' 11'\SURANC E" 

SOLON A . KARNS, Mgr. 

Phone 44 Anita, Iowa 
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HARLAN · PRODUCTION CREDIT ASSOCIATION 
MEMBER OF FEDERAL INTERMEDIATE CREDIT BANK SYSTEM 

'.VILMER E. PETERSEN 

Secretary-Treasurer 

GENE F. NEWLIN 

Ass ' t Sec retary-Treasurer 

Telephone SKyline 5-1318 

For 25 . years we have been financing agriculture 

in Audubon and adjoining .counties-

Furnishing money for every kind of credit require­

ment- No loan too small -No loan too large -

We 'II loan these fu'nds frr. r:; 3 to 5 years if your 

needs require it. 

Capital and Surplus over Eight Hundred Thousand 

Dollars - Owned by 800 farmers and feeders like 

yourself. Have Thousands of peopl e who have 

· used our funds and made financial progress-

Try us-

REESE E. LAUGHLIN 

Ass' t Secretary-Treasurer 

DONALD E. NANCE 

Ass' t Secretary-Treasurer 

Harlan, Iowa 

MIDWEST METAL CULVERT. 
This is a typical DROP IN­
LET STRUCTURE made in 
plants by trained welders 
and experienced machine 
operators. Always made to 
U. S. Government a·nd SOIL 
CONSERVATION SERVICE 
specifications. Either asphalt 
coated or uncoated of a':'y 
size from six inches · to 96 
inches in diameter. 

MIDWEST furnishes anti­
seep diaphragms ant i-swirl 
walls, trash racks, and plain 
and perfo rated toe drainage 
pipe for your complete dam 
stru·cture . 

Midwest Metal Culvert 
Des Moines 

816 S. W. Ninth St. 
Phone CHerry 3-0547 

l::;wo Soil ond Water 

Write Us For Free Literature 
I 

Midwest Metal Culvert 
Sioux City 

420 Chamber St. 
Phone 5-3503 

We Manufacture­

Everything in Corrugated 
Pipe: 

PURE IRON 

COPPER STEEL 

GALVANIZED and 
ASPHALT COATED 

CATTLE PASSES 

PIPE ARCH 

STRUCTURAL PLATE 
PIPE 

HOODED INLETS 

FLOOD GATES 

Muscatine Me tal Culvert 
Muscatine 

Sampson Street 
Phone AM 3-8474 
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Futuie F•rmers ollmerlctl 

Norman Va·ndehaar 

Voc. Ag. l ·nstructor 

CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES 
By Norman Vandehaar 

The conservation of soil ·and 
water is a major area of study 
in the Atlantic Vocational Agri­
culture course. The farms in t he 
area surrounding Atlanti·c -offer 
many opportunities f.or students 
to view first hand the rewards 
received ·by farm operators prac­
ticing good conservation meas­
ures. 

In the course of study, major 
emphasis on this area is given 
in the sec-ond year of vocational 
agriculture. The students han· 
then reached the age where they 

Phone 68 
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realize the close relationship be­
tween their home farms and 
practices learned in the class­
room and on field trips. After a. 
year of vo-ag, parents are more 
receptive to sharing ideas with 
their sons and they see the need 
for on-farm accomplishments 
that fit in with a student's broad­
ening education. 

Evidence ·of application is ap­
parent when a survey revealed 
62 o/n nf the student's home farms 
are farmed on the contour. Other 
conservation m·easures are equal­
ly in evidence. 

The Atlantic F .F.A. Chapter 
salutes what we consider th e 
hardest working soil conserva­
tion staff in Iowa, the Cass Coun­
ty So i 1 Conservation Service. 
Without their help and influence, 
the ihome farms of our s·tudents 
would never reveal the good con­
servation programs that was 
noted in the survey. 

Specific FFA activities in soil 
and water conservation have var­
ied over the years. For several 
years the county SC'S presented 
awards at their annual banquet 
to FF A members who practiced 
outstanding conservation meas­
ures with their own farming crop 
proiects. As most boys went to 
a full conservation program on 
their own cron~. the award win­
ners bec:Jme difficult to seler-t. At 
the present t)me, the F F' A. 
Foundation Soil and Water Man­
agement award is being stressed 
as a measure of the total home 
farm oicture. Several boys are 
now aiming for this contest. 

Each vear the chapter makes 
every effort to attend the county 

Wiota, Iowa 

Charley Va.nderbur 

F.F.A. 
By Charley Vanderbur 

Voc. Ag. Instructor 
Griswold. Iowa 

For the most part, adults do 
not seem to get excited about 

fie ld day and recently viewed the 
construction of parallel terraces. 
County SCS men were on hand 
to answer questions ·on this new 
practice and other questions on 
conservation me as u res being 
demonstrated at the field day. 

We believe that if America is 
to continue as the world's best 
fed nation, future farmers of to­
morrow must make even greater 
strides in the •conserva tion of our 
most productive resources, soil 
and water. 

MALONE 
Seed Co. 
Farm Seeds 

Phone 292 

Atlantic, Iowa 

Don W ohlenhaus 

Erosion & Drainage 

Speciali z ing in Clearing 

PHONE SP 5-3525 

GRISWOLD, IOWA 

Soil Conservation. Perhaps soil 
depletion is a too gradual thing 
to create great excitement in 
most people. There appears to be 
a general lack of responsibility in 
such long term processes a n d 
counter processes. The apathy 
evident in many who have direct 
control over our greatest resource 
is comm·only agreed to be a bad 
thing, yet these persons do have 
control of much of our farm land 
and they are disinterested. 

What, then, is being done to 
correct this situation? Certainly, 
the A SC and o·ther special agen­
cies are making an effective at­
tempt to disseminate information 
and to give aid to adults. Many 
good things have come of these 
programs. 

Equally important would seem 
to be the work being done with 
young ·people. We in the sChools 
feel that our instruction in soil 
conservation acts as preventive 
rather than curative work. 

Naturally, this instru ction is an 
important part of vocational ag­
riculture t r a in i n g. V o c-a g, 
though, is not a subject set ap art 
from the rest of the school; it is a 
specialized credit but is closely 
tied in with the other depart­
ments of the system. In Gris­
wold's school system, through our 
integrated science program, soil 
·conservation study, as such , be­
gins in th e fourth grade-stu dy 
of life in the soil even before 
that. Children are exposed to 
conservation principles during 
each year for the balance of their 
primary education. 

Younger children have simple 
units of instruction in plant de­
velopment, seed planting, grass, 
and weather using such topic ti­
tles as "out-of-doors" and "mud­
dy water." At th e fourth grade 
level, topics such as "hard wa­
ter," "actions of water and air 
and humus in soil," "what soil is 
made of," and "animals in soil," 
are discussed. Specific units con­
cerned with "saving th e soil" are 
·offered at sixth, seventh and 
eighth grade levels. 

High school boys in voc-ag 
work into the more factual units 
·of work and into units of applied 
skills in land use, of course, but 
we feel that the proper attitude 
toward soil conservation is most 
important. We agree that devel­
opment of this proper attitude 
must start far down in the grades. 
At all levels, stress is made on 
the youngster gaining a respect 
for the soil and the care of it. At­
tainment of this develoPs an in­
dividual with a receptive ear ~ 
when. the refinements of soil use 
are presented in our voc-ag class-
es. It is our hope here that the 
m 'l]ority of our studen ts will de­
velop into conservation minded 
adults-partly due to our influ­
ence in this ·area. 

Iowa Soi l and Water 



Wildlife Mana.gement 
close to a source of food-the 
farmyard and grain bins. 

The snow catch area around a 
windbreak, if kept in grass and 
not mowed until late summer, al­
so s-erves as good nesting cover. 
For the farmer who is more than 
casually interested, three or four 
rows of corn or sunflowers 
aro und tlhe outside of a wind­
break serves as a n ideal food 

source and attracts many pheas­
ants. 

As a general thing, food for 
pheasants is not much of a prob­
lem, -except in winters when the 
ground is covered with a deep 
snow. In some research studies , 

MANAGING FARMLAND TO 
PrtOVuCL MOrtL PrtLASANTS 

By Sylvan T. RunKel 
Soil Conservallonlsi 

Ottumwa, Iowa 
The pheasant has become an 

important game b1rd in Iowa. He 
is well suued for living in the 
farm lands of this agncultural 
state. 

He is oftentimes seen in the 
open fields-but yet he needs 
grass and woody cover if he is to 
mcrease to the optimum num­
bers that the land could and 
should carry. 

A good land · use pattern for 
pheasants might be: 

1. About 7~% of land in cul­
tivated crops .(corn, solbeans, 
wheat) 

2. About 20 % in hay or rota­
tion pasture 

3. About 5% in brush and 
woods 

4. About 3% in shrubby fence­
rows, multiflora rose hedge, hon­
eysuckle hedge, odd areas, and 
permanently protected herb a­
ceous cover, etc. 

From research studies on the 
pheasant, it has been fo und that 
when more than 87 % of the land 
is in cultivation-the pheasant 
population begms to go down. 

The pheasant's greatest need in 
most places is fot undisturbed 
nesting cov-er and g o o d winter 
cover near food supplies. 

Some of L'le thmgs that farm­
ers can do to increase or improve 
living ·Conditions for pheasants 
are: 

1. E-stablish and rna i n t a in 
grasses or grass-legume stands 
on drainage ditch banks, field 
borders (This includ-es headlands 
on the sloping ends o f crop 
fields) , grassed waterways, road­
ways, odd areas, pond areas, and 
snow trap areas near farm build­
ings, along roads, next to wind­
breaks, etc. 

2. Establish farmstead wind­
breaks with snow traps. 

3. Establish farm field shelter­
belts for protecting farmlands 
from wind erosion and soil mois­
ture loss. 

4. Maintain waterways in good 
grass cover and mow waterways 
after oat harvest time. (This al­
lows nesting birds to bering off 
their broods before mowing.) 

5. Esta.blish or maintain woody 
cover in h edgerorws, (multiflora 
rose and honeysuckle) , odd areas, 
and pond areas. 

Generally the daily range of a 
pheasant does not exceed one­
half mile. D uring the entire sea­
son the range does not usually 
exceed one mile. Food and cover 
should be within the daily range. 
In ·the winter pheasants will sel­
dom go more than one-fourth of 
a mile from the co·ver they are 
using to find food. 

Egg laying usually starts dur­
ing April. If the first nest is lost, 
the hen will try to re-nest until 
she is successful in hatching a 
clutch ·of eggs. Nesting losses are 
generally v e r y high, running 
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close to •60 %. Oftentimes this is 
ctue to the fact that many pheas­
auts have nested in meadow and 
analfa f1elds which ·are mowed 
betore the first nesting ha s 
hatched. The fall population of 
pheasants seems to depend main­
ly upon the number of nests 
hatching. 

-~About eighty per cent of the 
nests are found in the outer 100 
feet of a hay field. Other nesting 
cover might be weedy fields, 
small gram, roadside grass, field 
border headlands, drainage ditch 
banks, grassed waterways, and 
fencerows. A very few nests are 
found in pastures, roads, or tilled 
fields. From 65-90 % <Of all nesting 
losses are due to mowing ma­
chines. It is, therefore, very im­
portant tJhat protected grass nest­
ing cover be provided for a good 
population of pheasants . 

In northern and centr·al Iowa 
winter cover is probably the next 
most essential requirement. Al­
most every winter blizzard, ac­
companied by windblown soil 
from fall-plowed fields kills some 
pheasants where cover is scarce 
or lacking. Grassy marshes and 
farmstead windbreaks are found 
to be most useful for winter cov­
er. Farmstead windbreaks, par­
ticularly those with snow catches 
or snow traps, are especially de­
sirable because they are usually 

· it has been found that cultivated 
grains make up about 81% of the 

- Continued on page 30 

The thoughtful hunter assists the farmer in harvesting his wildlife 
crop. Here they share the results at a mutually helpful and enjoyable 
hunt. 

FliYD (Dude) JIHNSIN 
Conservation Contractor 

Bu.ilding 
Tree & 

Terracing Waterways 
Brush Removal 

211 West 6th St. Atlantic, Iowa 
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LG s 
- The Modern Fuel -

Atlantic Stuart -- Grisw~ol.d -- Harla·n -- Oakland 

NITR ~OGAS F E R T I L I Z E. R 
82% Nitrogen 

PELLETT PETROLEUM COMPANY 

~~:::-r-BE KIND Whitney Loan 
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TO 
YOUR 
LAND! 

It's your greatest asset. Buildings can 
be replaced; so can worn-out machinery. 
But what can you do with land when its 
fertility has been destroyed? 

Crop rotation, contour cultivation for ero­
sion control, and similar modern methods 
of promoting farm prosperity are very 
important. This bank is strongly in favor 
of making, safe loans, giving advice, or 
doing anything that contributes to the 
permanent welfare of our farmer friends. 

& Trust Co. 
Atlantic, Iowa 

Phone 451 

Iowa So il and Water 



CROOKED CREEK 
WATERSHED 

Crooked Creek Watershed Directors, left to right, seated: George 
Lund, Dallas Hansen, Chairman; George W. Nelsen. Standing: Clar­
ence H. Ford, SCS technician. 

CROOKED CREEK 
WATERSHED 

By Clarence Ford 
Conservationist 

Creek watershed. 
I said earlier, you must have 

-Continued on page 33 

Activities 
Includes 

Map Showing Watershed 
In Area Seven, Which 
Cass Soil District 

WATERSHED 
ACTIVITY 

AREA 7 
W£STER.14 Io\11101 

The name watershed is not 
new in soil conservation circles, 
yet the workings of a watershed 
program (P. L. 566) needs lots 
of explaining. 

MASSENA COOPERATIVE CO. 
The results of this is better 

community cooperation and that 
is progress. This can be progress 
for any soil conservation distric t, 
in that people see the impor­
tance of land treatment practices 
on the land. 

To accomplish this end there 
needs to be first, the election of 
officers w h o are enthusiastic 
leaders. There must be a definite 
planned sch edule of group meet­
ings and a news letter is a big 
aid in keeping people within a 
wa tershed well informed of prog­
ress and benefits . 

P eople within a Watersh ed 
must ask for the help ava"ilable 
under P . L . 566 Watershed pro­
gram. P eople with in the water­
shed must know what they want 
- Flood prevention, gully control 
or erosion control or the combin­
ation of these. 

Watersheds mu st stand on 
their own merits . I am sure the 
people within the Crooked Creek 
w atershed will agree with the 
above •statement. T h e Turkey 
Creek Watershed directors are 
boning up to this fact right 
now. Everyone in the Cass Dis­
trict lives within a watershed, 
whether it be three acres or 
82,000 acres within the Turkey 

Iowa So il and Water 

Phone 90 

Grain 

Feed 

Coal 

JAMES ROWLAN D, Manager 

Massena Iowa 

Fencing 

Seed 

Fertilizer 
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Multiflora Rose The Living Fence 

A·nother good Multiflora Rose fence is located on the farm of Boyd 
Bailey, present member of the Cass County Soil Conservatio·n District 
Commissioners. Multiflora Rose will serve as a permanent fence on 
contoured field divisions, and will be beneficial to wildlife by serving 
a s a travel lane for birds in moving from one area to another. 

Tho Multiflora Rose hedge with the owner, Fred Lindeman, has a 
three-year growth and should provide considerable cover for wildlife 
and will sho·r:tly serve as a cattle-tight fence. This hedge encloses a 
pond which is stocked with fish and used for recreational purposes. 

ANTRIM LUMBER COMPANY 
Phone A-39 
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CUMBERLAND Iowa 

Featuring Behlen Steel B11ildings 
Republic Fencing-Portable Buildings 

Building Material ~of AU Kinds 

COME SEE US AND TALK 

SOTHMAN 
MOTOR CO. 

Dealers In 

Farm Equipment 
& Supplies 

GMC TRUCKS 
PHONE 650 

ATLANTIC, lOW A 

General Trucking 

Nixon Feeds 

You Call - We'll Haul 

Ph. 452J1 Atlantic, Ia. 

CONTACT 

YOUR CASS 

COUNTY 

SOIL CONS~ERVA· 

TIO,N DISTRICT 

FOR A FARM 

PLAN ON YOUR 

OWN FARM. 
Iowa Soil and Water 



Conserving Soil & Water With Terraces 

One· or th~ early parallel te r r ace systems constructed in Cass County 
·.var. on. the Wendell P ; lle tt fa r m. northwest of Atla.n tic. Whe•re slopes 
vary consider ably, porti::ns of the terr ace system can be made parallel 
:)ul: it is necessary to have cor rections ±o allow for the unevenness of 
. lope. 

Standard terraces C·onstructed on ±he Randall Baier farm in Noble 
Township . Fall 1959. 

WATERS.HEDS 
By Clarence Ford 

Soil Conserva tionist 

The role of watershed pro­
grams in soil conservation and 
water managem ent-

!. What is a Wat.e·r shed? 

Technically, it is the total land 
area, regardless of size, that lies 
above a given point on a stream 
or waterway, that contributes 
run-off water to the flow at that 
point. All the land and water 

lcwa Soil and Water 

within a natural drainage area. 
Objectives: 

1. Soil Erosion Control. 
2. Water management prob-

lems. 
3. Gully control. 
4. Flood prevention. 

The backbone of any water­
shed program is the conservation 
land treatment for soil erosion 
and water management. We 
must be mindful of the fact that 
75 % of our damages from floods 
occur above the flood plain. 

A. view o·f several farms in the A·ni±a Lake watershed showing con­
servation practices applied. 

Terraces constructed on the Ernest Burke farm. nor:theas! of Wiota. 
clearly show the grassed waterways established whe·re excess water 
fr om the open end terraces flow. 

The Watershed Act passed by 
Congress in 1954 is known as 
Public Law 566, later in 1956 
this was amended by P. L. 1018, 
which broadened the m easures 
within the act. Also state legis­
lation passed by the 56th Gen­
eral Assembly of Iowa, March 
24, 1956 assisted in organizing 
watersheds. 

Watershed programs are not 
Federal and State Dam building 
projects, but rather local organ-

izations of the people assisted 
by Federal and State legislation 
in development of watersheds. 

The application gave pertinent 
facts showing cause and effect. 
With at least 50 % of the land 
under cooperative agreement­
that is- signed agreements for 
conservation plan. What is that 
cooperative agre e ment? Th e 
farmer is interested in conserv-

- Continued on page 29 
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Turkey Creek Watershed 
TURK E Y CREEK WATERS HED 

Turkey Creek Watershed, the 
major portion of which lies in 
Cass County, consists of 80,000 
acres and is divided into 600 
farm units. Tlhe headwaters of 
Turkey Creek start near the town 
of Adair. The stream runs paral­
lel to No. 6 Highway through An­
ita and Wiota and empties into 
the Nishna just north ·Of Lewis . 
The watershed is 25 miles long 
and has a width of 15 miles at its 
widest point. The drainage on the 
south side of Turkey Creek is di­
vided into six main tributaries 
ranging in size from 2,500 acres 
to 12,000 acres. The ridge line on 
the north side is much closer to 
the stream and does not have the 
large tributaries. 

State Highway from overflow, 
and to urban dwellings from high 
water. 

In the spring of 1957 the Tur­
key Creek Watershed Board 
made application to the State 
Soil Conservation Committee for 
approval of Turkey Creek as a 
wate rshed for development un­
der Public Law 566. This approv­
al was granted and the group has 
since been busy applying the de­
sired upland practices in prepa­
ration for the development ·of a 
plan for the entire watershed. 

The Small Watershed Pr-ogram 
is a nationwide movement in 
which local communities are or­
ganizing to combat their s-oil and 
water problems. In each of these 
local programs, rural and urban 
people work together to prevent 
floods and save soil by bringing 
an entire valley's water under 
control. 

Damage from h·eavy rains oc­
curs in the upland due to gully 
and sheet erosion. Damage occurs 
on the flood plain to farm crops 
due to high water and deposition 
of soil, to county roads from cur­
rent cutting, to the Rock Island 
Railroad due to destruction of 
grade and loss of service, to the 

Practices and structures are es­
tablished to hold more of the 
rainfall in upland soils and in 
stock ponds a n d reservoirs­
while releasing run off at a safe 
rate. In general, they are making 

Group of in.:tere s:ted personnel w ho a ttended :the Tur key Cr eek Wa:te·r­
shed meeting held a :t A nita Elementary School, October fi rs! a re: lef:t 
:to righ:t-Wal:ter Weiss, A rea Conservationist ; Brya n Weberg, m<>rn ber 
Clf s:t;1.~e com=it:tee ; Frank Mendell, S t a te Conservationist; George 
H osfeli, C h a irma-n of Cass Distr ict Commissioners; and Dick Presie ­
mon, Administrative Assis:tan :t Soil Co·nserva:tion Committee. 

:: OUR SOIL * OUR STRENGTH ---
(ass Mutual Insurance Association 
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Owned and managed by those who best know the sort of 
insurance coverage the farmer needs - the farmer himself. 

Writing the b roadest coverage at the lowest possible cost . 
Blanket Personal Property Policy and Broad Form Covera g e on 
Dwellings available . 

Atlantic State Ba nk Building 

Atlantic, Iowa 

C. L. BUTLER, Sec retary 

C. L. FRY, Ass't Sec retary 

running water walk-so that 
more and •better water is made 
available for constructive use. 
People downstream benefit from 
flood prevention and from more 
dependable water supplies. 

The land treatment part of the 
Small Watershed Program is car­
ried on by indivdual farm oper­
ators . Included ar·e contour farm­
ing, crop rotations, strip cropping, 
p asture improvement, grassed 
waterway maintenance, and g.ood 
woodland management. 

Not only are these measures 
essential to the success ·of a small 
watershed project, they also spell 
profit to the individual farmer. 
Economic studies made by agri­
cultural colleges have proved 
many times that farmers who 
>ractice s·oil conservation realize 
'lore income per acre than farm­
:rs ·On similar land who do not. 

The Watershed protection and 
flood pr~v~ntion act provides for 
a division of costs according to 
the ouroose of the work. 

The F ederal Government pavs 
all the construction costs (includ­
ing engineerin!!") of improvement 
for flood prevention purpos·es. 

The local organization shares 
with the Government the cost of 
installing worrks of improvement 
for irri•gation, drainage, and oth­
er agricultural water manage­
ment, and for wildlife conserva­
tion. 

In general, the J.ocal organiza­
tion pavs the cost of 1mnrove­
ments for -other than flood pre­
vention or agricultural water 
mana.gement. An -outstanding ex­
ample is municipal and industrial 
water supplies. 

Where a work is to serve more 
than one purnn~p an. allocation 
of costs is agreed upon. 

Iowa Soil and Water 



Flood & 
Gully CONTROL STRUCTURES 

One of the outstanding recreational spots in Cass Coun:ty where a two­
acre pond was established by the installat ion of an earth fill with a 
drop inlet. The Conservation Commission has assisted with the devel · 
opm ent of this area for wildlife protect ion and recreatio-n. 

Erosion control structure o-n !he Joe Podalak farm with Don Frevert, 
Arec>. Engineer; Wayne Raasch, Engineering Aid and Joe Podalak, the 
farm er in the foreground and the hooded inlet type structure i·n the 
background. 

Land Capability 
I think we need some defini­

tions of t erms. What is the Soil 
Conservation Service? 

Soil Conservation Serv ice is 
the technical arm of the United 
States Department of Agricul­
ture, .assisting farmers in soil 
a nd water conservation . SCS 

l.:wo Sci l and Water 

Nas establish ed by Congress in 
1935. 

What is the Obj ective? 
To have each acre of land un­

der plan within its capability 
and treated in accordance with 
its need for protection and im­
provement. 

This is the location near the property line of ! he Wohlleber and Mik­
kelsen. farms, north of Anita on the Highland road where a concre•te 
r iser will be built on an existing count y road culvert. The gullies 
abov<• this structure will be shaped and seeded !o establish grass wa­
te~ways" This work in the Crooked Creek Watershed will be done 
under the Federal Watershed P. L. 566 progam and is the first work 
of this type to be done in Cass County. 

Fred Saem isch , Cass County Engineer, poin.ts ou~ fhe de!ails of a 
c·ounty road structure recently constructed, :to three members of the 
Boarcl. of Supervisor s. Harry Koehrsen, Harlan Gittins and Ernest Os­
ler. This drop inlet tube with an earth fill replaced an old bridge in 
t h ;<: J -.~ ~ t ; on . Th is st:ruc~u.re is located four m iles sou!h of Atlantic on 
the Olive street road and serves not only as a good road but aids i.n 
qully con trol abov e the r·oad and has r ecreational value during the 
!ife of the pond. 

Purpose: Is to aid in bringing 
abou t adjustments of land and 
water use that will better hu­
man welfare, establish a per­
m anen ·t . balanced Agriculture 
and red uce hazards of floods and 
sedimentation . 

So i 1 Conservation Districts. 
What are they? 

The first District in Iowa was 
established in 1940. The county 
lines form !he boundary for the 
100 soil Districts in Iow a. 

Cooperators: The farmer who 

has signed an agreement with 
the District for a conservation 
plan, w h ich shows his willing­
ness to accept soil saving prac­
tices and this is known as an 
Initial Agreement. 

What is the Farm Plan? 
A plan on his own land de­

veloped by the farmer, with the 
assistance of the Service, com­
plete with maps, field arrange­
ments, cropping system etc. 

Why have a farm plan ? 
-Continued on page 28 
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CASS SOIL DISTRICT 

FIELD DAY 

Thir. wagon train was used to transport the crowd which attended the 

Casr. County Fall Field Day in 1958. The Anita Chamber of Commerce 

war. responsibl0 for provid ing the wagon train which carried the 

people t o the var ic·us projects on the fa r m during !he Field Day. 

Land Capabiliiy-
\Continued from Page 27) 
For a m ore productive unit. 

(Balance of , income). 
What's in this farm plan: 
1. Crop rotations. 
2. Supporting conservatio n 

practices. 
3. Soil treatment. 
4. Field Arrangements. 
It means: 
1. Contour farming. 
2. Agreed land u se. (Farm the 

land within its capabilities, u s­
ing conservation practices that 
are effective and practical). 

3. Terracing. 
In developing a farm plan w•: 
try to analyze the farmers pro b­
lem, whether it is erosion, drain · 
age, fertility , soil structure or 
organic matter. It is a ver:•: 
grave ''sin " to u se our n ?.tura 1 

resources without giving any 
consideration to saving the soi l 
and water for future generations. 

We need to know the s oil ~ . 
Soil origin, how they are layed 
down, whether by wind, water 
or glader. The so.il scientist de­
termines this for us thereby w e 
obtain the soil map for the par­
ticular farm. 

Crop rotations effect the soils : 
Rotations have an effect on the 
structure and tilth of the soil . 
Soil in good tilth is open and 
porous. Rotations should include 
grasses and legume crops. 

Farm practices as they effect 
land capabilities: 

ANITA 
Lumber 

Company 
AL SULLIVAN , Mgr. 

106 Waln ut 
Res. 315 Office 20 

The Only Lumber Compa ny 
In the State of Iowa 
That Boosts Anita 

VAN •• •• 
NOSTRAND •• •• Grain Company •• 
Grain Feeds •• •• Cusrom Mixing •• 

Phone 81 • •• Atlantic, Iowa ·-

Intensive cultivation (such as, 
short rotations, over-grazing and 
w orkipg the soil when wet) de­
stroys: 

1. Soil aggregation . 

2. Content of organic matter. 

3. Amount and size of soil 
pores. 

How do we get more water 
into the soil? By the use of 
p r o• p e r tillage and cropping 
practices. I would suggest you 
stu dy the new tillage m ethods 
now b eing advocated, such as 
th e plow-plant m ethod. We need 
to use a rotation on the cropland 
which fits the soil type and 
topography. 

R esearch shows: If you con­
tour the land instead of the old 
up and down hill m ethod you 
can expect to increase yields by 
seven bush els per acre. Then, 
when you apply terraces you can 
increase yields another f i v e 
bushels per acre. Research at 
Clarinda has sh own that in using 
continuous corn over a p eriod of 
12 years, the yield stayed about 
the sam e, 50 bushels per acre 
p er y e a r , while a corn-oats­
m eadow rotation produced a 
yield up to 80 bushels per acre . 
Then where they put another 
years m eadow in the rotation 
(plus good management) yields 
went up to 108 bushels per acr·e. 

Some statistics about terraces: 
A mile of terrace will hold ap­
proximately 500,000 gallons of 
water. The water tower in At­
lantic holds 500,000 gallons. The 
average farm pond will hold the 
sam e as a mile of terrace. If you 
spread this an inch deep over 
the land it would cover 10 to 12 
acr es . 

Runoff: We receive, in this 
area, on the average of 31 inches 
of rain per year . 

What happen s to it? Eighteen 
per cent or approximately six 
inches runs off. Eight per cent 
or two and one-half inches per­
colates into the soil, 74 % or 
22 .5 inches evaporates or trans­
pirates from plant growth. When 
y·ou contour you reduce this run­
off by 50 % and when you terrace 
the land you can ·expect to re­
duce the run-of·f anothe·r 40 % 
or nearly double the reduction 
of run-off. Each foot of top soil 
will store two inches of water, 
or 10 inches in the top five feet 
of top soil. 

The statement that intensive 
cropping and the addition of 
commercial fertilizer has caused 
few er earthworms, is not nec­
essarily true. It is more likely 
due to lack of a good crop cov­
er at the critical season and also 
due to the non-use of inorganic 
fertiliz ers. What do earthworms 
promote in the soils? Soil gran­
ulation and good tilth . 

Le ts u se the land within it' s 
capabilities and treat it accord­
ing to it's n eed! 

Iowa Soil a nd Water 



Farmable l erraces 

This is ihe first parallel :terrace constructed _in Cass County, on _the 
Tom Burns farm. Field Day, fall of 1958. P1c!ure shows ca.:terpll1ar 
constructing lo·ng farmable slope en the terrace. This terrace is de- Anothe·r method of building terraces is !he road pa!rol shown above. 
signed for ihe use of four-row equ ipment. 

W ATERSHEDS-
(C ontinued from page 25) 

ing the soil and water on his 
farm. The Farm Plan m eans­

Change in field arrangements. 
Contour farming. 
Rota tions.-according to 1 an c~ 

capabilities. 
Recommended terraces a n d 

waterways to save the so'il and 
control gullies. 

WHY? To maintain fertility 
an d increase production for bet­
ter living through better farm­
ing. 

The Work Plan-must show a 
cost b enefit ratio-that is-cost 
sh all be less than primary ben­
efi ts. Example $10,000 dam, $12,-
000 benefits derived below on 
the flood p 1 a in. Stabilization 
structure benefits above, and be­
fore work can b egin on these 
structures, 75 % of the planned 
needs must b e applied to the 
land or at least evidence tha t it 
w ill be applied. The government 
picks up the check for the larg•er 
structur es and the local groups 
carry on the maintenance cost. 

The future success of water­
s h e d programs rests entirely 
w ith local farmers. If they are 
willing to do their share, put 
the needed conservation pr ac­
tices on the land, arrange for 
easements and provide plans to 
m aintain the structures, ther e 
h as never been a more oppo.rtune 
time to get the job done. 

E asements, Right of Ways, are 
simply getting signed agreements 
from pr ivately owned land-own­
ers for ingress and egress. That 
is for-Building of the s·truct ur e, 
Inspection of the structures and 
Maintenance of the structures . 

Any costs in obtaining land, 
easements or right-·of-ways w ill 

Iowa Soil and Water 

be borne by local organizations. 
Watershed Main tenance: 

By the t-ime the project has 
been completed the farmer, the 
County, the State and F·ederal 
Government will have a consid­
erable investment in the Water­
shed protection and flood pre­
vention structures. 

Proper management, operation 
and maintenance are n ecesary to 
protect this investment. 

The Soil Conservation District 
as proj.ect sponsors is responsible 
fo·r providing a m ethod of oper­
ation and maintenance. 

HOW? The Iowa Law provides 
three methods of organization to 
provide necessary funds. 
Three Ways of Forming Districts 
1. Sub-Districts (Watershed) Not 
Sub-Watershed 

Iow.a Law has authorized land 
owners in a watershed to request 
formation of Sub-District w ithin 
•the Soil Conservation District, 
providing for a special tax on 
all real estate within the bound­
aries of the watershed but in no 
case shall the l-evy exceed four 
mills. 
II. Watershed Conservancy Dis­
trict: 

Iowa Law authorizes land 
owner s in a watershed to r·e­
quest formation of a watershed 
Cons·ervancy District, providing 
for annual tax levy on each 
parcel of land on the basis of 
the value of the benefits occur­
ing to th e landowner in propor­
tion to the total benefits. As ap­
proved, the Board shall levy in­
itial assessments as fixed by the 
Commissioner s. 

III. Flood and Erosion Control 
M.aintence By County Levy: 

When the Federal Government 

This is a terrace being built by a bulldozer on the Tom Burns Farm 
~-c•u:thwest of Anita, at the Field Day, fall o·f 1958. 

engages in flood and erosion 
control projects in any water­
shed and as a condition require 
local maintenance, the Board of 
Supervisors of any County may 
cooperate and the cost may be 
assumed by the County. Here 
the limit to County levy of tax 
will not exceed % mill on all 
agricultural lands in the County. 

KLOPPENBURG 
Feed & T~ruc,king 

Phone 3R77 and 34 

Wiota, _Iowa 

THE NATION'S FUTURE DEPENDS ON 

OUR PRODUCTIVE SOIL 
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STRUCTURAL 

WATERWAYS 

Don Frevert, Area Engineer; Wayne Raasch. En gineering Aid and 
Joe Podalak. farmer, with the struct.ural waterway ~n !he b;ickground. 

GULLY PROBLEM SOLVED BY 
PERMANENT STRUCTURE 
AND WATERWAY 

By Don Frevert 
Area Engineer 

Joe Podolak, six miles South of 
Atlantic, has recently completed 
a grassed waterway and an ero­
sion control dam. Joe and the 
Soil Conservation Service Tech­
nician plan to convert a raw gul­
ly into a productive strip of 
meadow. 

"I just ·couldn't have one with­
out the other," Joe replied when 
asked about the erosion control 
struc•ture. "The Waterway need­
ed a good foundation." 

The purpose •of the structure 
was to take about 10 feet of depth 
out of a gully 13 feet deep . This 
allows Joe to begin a waterway 
and 'ho1d it. 

Wayne Brown, the neighbor 
below Joe, als·o has an interest in 

Page 30 

the stvucture since it is being 
constructed on the property line . 
J oe and Wayne plan to construct 
the new fence over the fill. It 
looks like water gap repair days 
are ·over. 

Joe began hls major conserva­
tion practices several years ago 
by installing terraces. "I feel the 
terraces are protecting my struc­
ture and my waterways," stated 
Joe. "They help keep the water 
and the soil on the land rather 
than in th e new waterway and 
structure." 

---0---

A. S.C.-
(Continued f·rom Page 8) 

ably liquidation of their herds 
and flocks in many cases. 

We hope the n eed will never 
be so great again, but feel the 
expense of the storage and loan 
program is justified as a r eserve 
when we need it. 

A pro gra m for wool wa~ 
adopted under the National Wool 
Act of 1954. This program i-; 
called the Wool Payment Pro­
gram and provides for paymen h 
on shorn and unshorn lambs. 

Payments on the shorn wool 
during the 1958 mar keting year 
were m ade on a p ercentage ba­
sis, by applying to the net sales 
proceeds received by a producer, 
a p ercentage which is b ased on 
the difference b etween the na­
tional average price r eceived by 
producers during the marketing 
year and the incentive pr ice of 
$.62 

Payments u n d e r th e 1958 
pulled wool program were made 
for wool on lambs and yearlings 
in accordance with the National 
Wool Act of 1954 2nd were a 
flat r ate per hundredweight of 
Jive animals, the p ayments are 
based on the average weight of 
wool per hundredweight of ani­
mal (five pounds) times 80% of 
the d ifferen ce between na tiona] 
average price r eceived by pro­
du cers for shorn wool and the 
incentive price of $.62 p er pound 
of shorn wool. 

During the 1958 marketing 
year 214 shorn wool applications 
were honored for incentive pay­
ments, and 114 unshorn lamb ap­
plications were h onored for in­
centive payments. A total of 
$26,885.84 was p aid producers on 
both programs. 

In very close relation to the 
Soil and Water Conservation is 
the Conservation r eserve of the 
Soil Bank Program, which r e­
tires land from agriculture pro­
duction for three to 10 years and 
must have suitable cover to pre­
vent wind and water erosion for 
the term of the contract. 

We have 30, 1959 and 1958 con­
tracts at a payment of $11.00 per 
acre and 128, 1959 contracts at 
an average county rate per acre 
of $18.50. Of these, 130 are total 
farms, which m eans all the elig­
ible cropland on the farm is r e ­
t ired from agricultural produc­
tion fo.r at least five years. Con­
sider-able interest is shown in the 
1960 Conservation P rogram with 
115 requests for a rate to be 
established for their farm. 

CHARLES 
FRITCH 

Drainage Contractor 

We sell all size Tile 
and Metal Outlet Pipe 

Phone 216Jl 

Atlantic, Iowa 

Our county i5 not considered 
as one of the h eavy wheat pro· 
ducers but of 2,116 farms, 200 
have a wheat allotment or har­
vest within the 15 acre limit al­
lowed. There farms must be vis­
ited annually by an ASC report­
er to check compliance to deter­
mine that the farms have not 
excee::!ed their p ermitted acreage 
to be eligible for price support, 
or to receive a marketing card, 
which is necessary to sell the 
whea t. 

---o---

Wildlife Management­
(Continued from Page 21 ) 

total annual food tak en by the 
pheasants. Nearly one -half of the 
grain consumed was corn. Com­
mon weed seeds included foxtail, 
ragweed, wild buckwhea t. Other 
food species w:hich were imp ort­
ant to the pheaS3.nts in this study 
included wheat, barley, o a t s, 
rosehips, dogwood berries, wild 
cherry, nanny berry, and high 
bush cranberry. During the first 
seven weeks of a pheasant's life, 
however, one-half of the food 
he eats in animal material with 
grasshoppers b e i n g pr eferre d. 
The average adult pheasant ap­
parently ·eats about one and one­
f·ourth pounds of corn per bird 
per week. 

'Medium to heavy hunting of 
the cock pheasants is, in fact, a 
good management tool fo r keep­
ing up a continuing high produc­
tion of pheasants on th e average 
pheasant range. The reasons why 
this is so are generally a.s fol­
lows: 

'Dhe cock pheasant always 
stakes out a certain area which 
he claims as his own. He will 
l' tay on this area and defend it 
from all other cock birds; if there 
are relatively few cock pheas­
ants, each cock bird will pick out 
an area with plenty of good and 
w ell-protected nesting cover. 
This means that if there are ·only 
a few cock birds, each one will 
have more hen plheasants and the 
h en pheasants in turn, will have 
be tter n esting to bring off their 
clutches. This results in a much 
highe r p ercentage of n ests being 
successful. On the other hand, if 
there happens to be a lot of cock 
birds at the beginning of the 
breeding season, many of th e 
cock birds mus t of necessity pick 
out areas which are not too de­
sirable from a n esting standpoint, 
and y·et each cock bird will usual­
ly have one or more hen pheas­
ants in his territory. With more 
hen pheasants in undesirable 
n esting cover, there will be more 
failures. H ence, fewer pheasants 
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UPLAND CONSERVATION COULD HAVE 
GREATLY REDUCED THIS DAMAGE 

Gen eral view of the East N ishnabotna on Highway 71 nor±h of At- View of Highway 83 at the west edge of Atlantic sho·wing inundation 
!antic. caused by the flood. 

According tc t h e Gove·rnor's report, t he following damage occurred in 
the J uly 2, 1958 flood in Cass County . Bridges $650,000; Roads and 
culv erts $1'00,000; Fa.rm land flooded 21,000 acres and $840,000 loss; 
Li.vesl:ock los t $300,000; Houses and buildings $490,000; Private busi­
ness $400,000; Municipal and county proper±y $200,000, a !otal of 
$2.980,000. The e stimate o•f the entire financial loss in !he Nishnabotna 
watershed which includes pads of Cass, Guthrie, Shelby, Fre•mo•nt, 
Montgomery, Page and Pottawattamie counties was a ±o·±al ·Of 15 mil­
lion dollars. The financial loss was heavy bu! probably the greatest 
los-: w as the loss o·f 19 lives. The 11-inch rain which occurred is very 
unu~.ual. but with all upland conservation measures when established 
in th e entire w a tershed, it is believed t.ha± enough productio•n in flood 
dam age could be secured to materially redu.ce !he loss of life and 
property. 

will hatch and grow to maturity. 

F or further assistance in plan­
ning your farm as a better h abi­
tat for pheasants and w ildlife in 
general, see your local Soil Con­
serv ation Service farm planner 
or your Conservation Officer . He 
can also assist you in locating 
places where grasses, trees, and 
shrubs f or improved wildlife 
habitat can be obtained. 

LOCATION IN IOW A 

View looking west at the north edge of Atlantic during the height of 
the July 2, 1958 flood. 

Improving the farm for w ild­
life is not alone making a better 
place to enjoy hun ting, b u t it is 
m aking the farm a place where a 
m oTe complete and full life is 
available . 

---0---

With The 
ight To Use 
Goes The 
Duty To 

Conserve 

KA l'S Elevator & KAY'S Turkey Farm 
Grain Dressed or 

Archer Feeds Live Turkeys 

Phone 908 Atlantic, Iowa 
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Cass Officials Cooperate 
With District 

Cus County Board of Supenisors, seated, left to right: Harlan Git­
tens, Chairmu: Fred Smemlleh, C • Engineer. Standing: Harry Koehr­
sea. Otto Schwarb, Norman Smith and Ernest Osler. 

Winning Plowmen From 
W a.rren and Franklin Districts 

All happy but Keith who was a tired old man a! !he windup of the 
field day and plowing matches !he 25i h of September in Woodbury 
County. Left to right are: Keith Kirkpatrick, farm news department 
of WHO, who were co-sponsors of !he event; Richard Davitt. winner 
cf the level land match. Prole, Iowa; Miss Janice Radabaugh, Ames, 
Iowa, Iowa's "Queen of the Furrow;" Arthur Raisch, winner of the 
contour plowing event, and tired but smiling Herb Plambeck, WHO 
Farm News director. Plaques and cash awards were presented to 
contestants by Radio and TV Station WHO. 
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Annual Conference Highlights 

Lifetim e membership award s in the S tate Associa t ion of Soil Con­
servation. Dis trict Commissioners were presented by i he association 
tc• five men for their outstan ding w ork in Soil and W ater Conserva­
tion. P ictu red above are, left to right-Gilbert Fridley, for mer pres­
idenl, p resenting awards to Don Berry, newspaper publisher a t In­
d ianola .. Ia., Dewey Cornell, A.S.C. Des Moines Office; Bill MitchelL 
former Director of the Association, Grundy Center, and A. J, Marken 
formel' Director from Hampton, Ia. Not p r esent for pict ure was Dick 
W ilcox, Deputy State Conservationist, Soil Conservation Service. Des 
Moines Office. 

Bill Richards, President of the National Association of Soil Conserva­
tion Districts as he addressed the commissioners, their wives and other 
interested Soil Conservation people a! the 1959 Annual Conference 
in Mason City in September. 

Donald Slater, Webster Soil District on the left and Harvey Sorenson, 
Audubon District on the right, Chairmen of the winning Soil Conser­
vation Districts in the Goodyear Contest receiving the plaques for 
their districts, by a representative of the Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Co. 
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INTERNATION.AL 
IMPLEMENT 

DEALERS 
HOKENSTAD 

and 
WILS.ON 

Griswold 

Iowa 

Phone SP 8-4775 

DEMENT 
IMPLEMENT 

co. 
Anita 

Iowa 

Phone 59 

LARSEN IMPLEMENT & TRUCK CO. 

SOIL SURVEY-
(Continued f110m page 16) 

completed and plans for the win­
ter educatiJonal ,program are welJ. 
un der way. This type of Exten­
sion program is a pilot project 
with the ·obj ective of getting 
each acre in the county to be 
used to its maximum capability 
and yet conserve and build 'this 
precious natural resource . 

---a---
CROOKED CREEK-

(Continued from page 23) 
enthusiastic leaders . In the Cass 
portion of the Crooked Creek 

Iowa Soil and Water 

Atlantic, Iowa 

Phone 799 

Watershed, we have three men 
who ably meet these standards. 
George W. Nelsen, George Lund 
and Dallas Hansen, men who 
aren't selfish in ·their own right, 
but are interested in seeing land 
treatment practices put on the 
land tha't will be beneficial to 
future generations. 

An interesting fact story. A 
father of one of the m en in the 
Crooked Creek area told his son 
he ha d ruined the field by put­
ting on tho-se cussed terraces, 
but after the storms· of 1958 his 

comment was he believed he 
would get som e terracing on his 
own farm. 

In the portion of Cn:. oked 
Creek watershed boundaries in 
the Cass District there are 8,500 
a c r e s owned by 67 different 
landowners. We now have 56 of 
these with a basic farm plan. In 
the past four years 46.8 miles 
of terracing has been applied to 
the land. 

There are many hurdles that 
need to be ironed out in d~vel­
oping a watershed program. That 

is, a need to simplify the work­
ings of administering the devel­
opment of a watershed. When 
you come to the legal angles, 
such as easements for right of 
way, impoundment of w ate r 
above a structure, ' petition for 
maintenance, the people natural­
ly begin to question and these 
things require a lot of someone's 
time. 

Yet, if people are sold a sound 
program on benefits to be had 
by prevention of erosion and 
flood damages·, a lot of good can 
come from a watershed program. 
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FRANK EBLEN COMPANY INCORIPORATED 
7th & ELM ATLANTIC 

A~lt1ntlc Building Supply 
ALL TYPES OF BUILDING MATERIAL ' 

IOWA 

Town & Country 

Insurance 

Agency 
JN'SURANCE-ALL KINDS 

E. D. BROCKER 
Feed PAUL F. CLEMMENSEN 

Portable 

Buildings 

Pole Barn on the Valley Pellett Farm. 

We furnish material for Pole Buildings. 
'We are equip'ped to do complete building job on these 

buildings if desired. 

Bunks 

& 

Feeders 

PHONE 671 ATLANTIC, IOWA 
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Anita, Iowa 

Future generations 

will depend on the 

fo,od produced from · 

our soil. 

Let's Conserve lt. 

lowo SoH ond Wotec ; 
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SHERWOOD Construction Co. 

806 Pine Street 

Earthmoving Contractor 

WE SPECIALIZE IN SOIL CONSERVATION WORK 

Pronds -- Wate.rways -- Terracing -- Clea:ring 
· -- 27 Years Moving the Earth -

0 R 
Atlantic, Iowa 

IMPLEMENT· DEALERS 
M. SULGROVE. Company 

Sales & Service 
Bridgewater, Iowa · 

. 

CAPPEL lmpleme_nt Keeney Implement Co. Inc. 
Sales & Service 

. Phone 640 

Atlantic, Iowa 

Sales & Service 

Phone SP -1775 

Griswold, Iowa 
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Insurance Association of Massena 

President 
ROBERT WHITAKER 

MASSENA, lOW A 

George W. Hosfelt 
Keith W. Kerkmann 

Fire 
Lightning 
Explosion 
Riot 
Aircraft 
Vehicles 

Fair 
Settlements 

Low 
Rates 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

Organized March 1 ~, 1887 
OFFICERS 

Vice President 
KEITH W. KERKMANN 

MASSENA, lOW A 

DIRECTORS 
James G. McKee Leroy M. Acker 
Glen Spieker H. R. Perry 

Avis E. Kerkmann 

Secretary-Treasurer 
AVIS E. KERKMANN 

MASSENA, lOW A 

Rober~ Whitaker 
Glenn Maas 

Farm Liability, Employers Liability and Personal Accident Cov­
erage can now be added to your Building or Personal Property 
Policy. ONE POLICY, ONE PAYMENT. 

BROAD COVERAGE NEVER BEFORE OFFERED. 

COVERAGES UNDER ·FARM FIRE AND WINDSTORM POLICIES. 

Theft of Personal Property 
Overturn of Farm Machinery 
Collisicn of Farm Machinery 
Death or injury of Livestock by : 
EleCtrocution, Attack by Dogs or 
Wild Animals, Drowning, Accidental 

Subject To Policy Terms . 

Shooting, Loading or Unloading from 
Conveyances, Collapse of Buildings, 
3ridges, or Culverts, Collision or 
Overturn of Conveyances While 
Being Transported. 
Windstorm and Hail 

Pl'lompt 
Service 

SEE YOUR LOCAL AGENT 




