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GENESIS OF CONGREGATIONALISM.

Associations and memories most precious and venerable must ever
cluster around the Plymouth Church. God shook all the nations
and churches of Europe to get a holy seed to plant the shores of
the New World, and the names of MAYVFLOWER and PLYMOUTH
Rock will always be suggestive of themes, the most heroic and
eventful in all the history of time.
, The compact of the Pilgrims on the Mayflower was the grandest
 step ever taken by man in the interests of human rights and relig-
jous freedom. It embodied the distinctive principles of the Con-
gregational Church in this country, a perfect Democracy in gov-
ernment -and sincere loyalty to Christ “‘the head”’ and only head
t¢in all things to the Church.” The primitive church at Plymouth
was probably the first example of a pure Democracy the world ever
saw, excepting the churches of the Apostolic age. So, fully recogniz-
ing the headship of Christ, they could but establish equality among
_ themselves, since all were alike responsible to Him, as “‘sons and
_ daughters of the Lord Almighty.””  So, too, must every child be
educated. that they might know the Holy scriptures which were to
be their ‘‘higher law, able to make them wise unto salvation.”’ '
This intelligent apprehension of human rights, which they ob-
tained from the Bible, has continued to diffuse its benign influence
‘until the nation is permeated by it, from sea to sea, shaping and
determining the institutions of the State and the church in the
interests of impartial freedom. And when the same principles
shall pervade the whole country, then ‘will the long and bitter
controversy of the nation be finally and forever settled on the sure
foundation of eternal righteousness. And then shall the principles
. of the Mayflower compact, and the church first gathered around
Plymouth Rock be inscribed upon every institution of our favored
country in characters so luminous as to enlighten and bless the
world, and then shall the work of Missions, of which this church
has been the constant pioneer, and the admitted responsibility of
the world’s conversion, come to be adopted  into the regular work
of every church of Christ in the land.

HISTORICAL NOTICE,

THE PLymMouTH CoNGrEGATIONAL CHURCH of D

was organized Dec. 6th, 1857, es Moines Iowa,

nto o Dec. 6 and the following persons entered
at time: Geo. S. Greene, Irene E. Greene
£

Edwar

e ;ikWMaB;.;I;uAn, g/[ary E. E:arn.um, Henry A. Bigelow, Joseph
Jemion ,Lovejo R ook, Levi Richardson, Jane B. Richardson, !
church as its Pas{;)r Meavr.c}{:iepxlgs’IS" %Okfwali oo b aihe |
h ts Pastor, , . r. Cook resigned his
Sta(:e(;ve;srzl;s:rl:l;ss;d Februar'y 2'3d, 1859. The churc}?was wit;}cl:;:g:
o, oo Mrr rom the dismission of Mr. Cook, until October Ist
Andéver o . g M. Chamberlain, of West Brookfield, Mass ,
o (;rdainedo t1358, coTnmenced his labors as stated suppl);,
s P daine at Des Moines, December’14, 1859, and installed.
oot © nedyrr}ll(')uth Church, December 19, 1860. Mr. Cham-
o Chumhgwa is charge and was dismissed in October, 1865
Rew. Hoeh ¥ SDW;hOUt a Past(?r until September, 1866, Wher;
e B y S. De or'rest accepted a call to the pastorate. Hij

y continued until June, 1870, when the pulpit again becam:

cant. I he pt esent I ast " s
or Rev . A. L rispie, was lllstalled m
va ) . . F 1 bl
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MANUAL OF PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH.

EARLY HISTORY OF PLYMOUTH CHURCH,
DES MOINES, IowA.

IN the year 1855, Geo. S. Greene and Samuel G. Stacy, came to
Des Moines, with a view of locating here—Mr.
Detroit, Mich., and Mr. Stacy, from Madison, Wis. They met on
the cars between Chicago and Rock Island, and learned each
other’s plans. Both had left home with the well settled purpose to
secure, if practicable, the organization of a Congregational Church
wherever they might settle, in case they should not find one already
established. In the following year, having decided to make this
place their home, and having been joined by their families,
agitated the question of organizing a church at once.
one or two former Congregationalists here,
thy with the movement, but thought the ¢t
when a church could be successfully establi
a Congregational minister formerly a Missionary in India, then
residing in Knoxville, Iowa, being here on a visit, consultation
was had with him, and he discouraged the enterprise as premature.
So the matter rested until the following year (1857). Other Con-
gregationalists who had come here about the same time, were E.
W. Barnum and his wife, and Levi Richardson. The others named

above, being desirous of uniting with some church, until it should
be thought expedient to undertake the formation of a new church
of their own order, after consultation with each other, and the
Rev. T. Bird, pastor of the Central (N. S.) Presbyterian Church,
decided to present their letters to that church, upon condition that,
they should be free to go out from it, for the formation of a Con-
gregational Church, whenever in their opinion it-might seem expe-
dient to do so. They were accordingly received into that church

in the following order: Samuel G. Stacy and wife, from the Con-

gregational ‘Church, in Madison, Wis.; Geo. S. Greene and wife

Greene, from

they
They found
who expressed sympa-
ime had not yet come
shed. Rev. O. French,
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d E. W. Barnum and wife, by letter from .the Congregitiir:;: _
ghurci'l D’etroit, Mich. Deacon Henry A. Bigelow came to
>

 city to reside in July, 1857. He was a member of the North Con-

re atlonal ChuICh, Of ontsnlouth, Il' II" a‘nd he’ too’ ha‘d come
v ] 5 .] i . S [. ] ] . f F .
g g

it best to
4 church was again discussed, but the brethren thought it bes

.. A re
izati il the indications of Providence we
the organization until t : .
df:::er andgtheir strength still further increased. yr.oitiiir
;ealfh ’failing he went East, and died at Syracuse, N. Y., .
b
1si';;rin the same fall, Rev. J. T. Cook came to Des ll\loinle;; avl:x:S
fen ”a edgin teaching as Principal of the Public S.choo fs.a e
; é i repational minister and favored the fomTatflon o nere
: 'ongal %hurch here. He also expressed a willingness hto ECiety
igstégnnection with his other labors, withou.t chialr%e ;c; ;i :gssettle é
\ Congregationalists settl
T s onths, and a few other ;
f?tﬁ: cIirtly it v’vas regarded as a favorable time for the organization
1 5
urch. e
c,f'.['a‘octlilis end, letters of dismission were requested agd re;;:iv;di From
the Central Presbyterian Church by those. who had unt ted with it
d a church of ten members was organized, under e e e
‘::e # Plymouth Church,” by Rev. J. T. Cook, as set for
i ertificate : . I
folz?glrrllihce 6th day of December, 1857, ‘at their owne:rfg::so,t_ t,he
regularly ordained minister of Jesus Christ, ar.ld a.lmChurChes e
Dgs Moines River Association of Congreg'at;on: e ations]
’ i nto
ini anized the following persons 1 : e
Mmmt}?rs’k(:fwn and styled ¢The Plymouth Church, :; o
,(]ihlf;;: Iowa, by the adoption of the sArticles of Goverr s
vloines, 3

’ i daine
. ¢Articles of Faith,’ and ‘Covenant of Record’ herein, and by orda

. v 7o
as belonging to such organiz
ing all the customary usages known Delonging 10 ¢
tions among the primitive churche;. ames 25 0
is wife, Irene EH. .

1 Geo, S. Greene and his wife,

« E. W, Barpum and his wife, Mary E. Ba}'n;mc.lson

« Levi Richardson and his wife, Jane B. Richar .

t Henry A. Bigelow.

# Mys, Jemima Lovejoy.

s 1T, ]Cook and his wife, Martha A. Cook. L Aot

"A;id they are hereby. declared to be a regulariy
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church, having all the qualifications, rights and privileges of any
of the sister churches of the same order, to the fellowship of all
of whom it is most cordially recommended. ®

fATTEST: J. T. Coox, Pastor.”
““December 4, 1857."°

Articles of Government and of Faith, and a Covenant, were
adopted the same day by the church, and one person, John B.
Robertson, was received upon profession of his faith,

Henry A. Bigelow and Geo. S. Greene were elected deacons,
and on the following Friday evening Levi Richardson was elected
clerk, and Geo. S. Greene treasurer, of the church. :

On Sabbath, Jan. 1o, 1858, the church was increased by the
addition of nine new members, viz.: Mrs. T. G. Stacy (widow of
S. G. Stacy), Miss Mary A. Whittemore, Mrs. Eliza R. Rawson,
Mrs. Andrew W. Rollins, Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Bailey, Galen T.

Kilburn, and Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Carr. Mrs. Carr united upon *

profession of faith; the others were received by letter. Mrs.
Rachael W. Bigelow united with the church by letter in March
following, and Mr. and Mrs. Teesdale were received by letter in
May of the same year,

During the two years following but four new members were re-
ceived, whilst more than that number were lost by removal and
death, leaving the church small and feeble. _

On the first of January, 1858, the first subscription for the pas-
tor’s salary was raised, Deacon Greene signing one hundred dollars.
Whole amount, six hundred and thirty-two dollars. :

On Monday-evening, Jan. 18, 1858, a meeting was held for the
purpose of forming a society ‘“‘to act in connection with the
church in sustaining the gospel in this place.”” And on Feb. 1,
‘“Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws’’ were adopted by the .
society. The names of the corporate members of the society, not
then members of the Church, are as follows: F. H. Waterman,
Joseph A. Stickney, Oliver H. Baker, James L. Smith, Stacy
Johns, George W. Cleveland, C. C. Dawson and Franklin Wood -
ruff. The two last named have since united with the church, and
all the others, except Mr. Cleveland and Mr. Johns, have removed
from the city.

At the same Meeting, society officers were elected, as follows:
. Geo. S. Greene, president; W. T. Bailey, treasurer; J. A. Stick-
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‘?ney, secretary, and Messts. T eesdale, Greene, Waterman, Dawson
and Carr, tristees. . |

The m;etings of the sixth of December were held in t'he room
over Mr. Allen’s bank, in West’s block, the room having been
neatly fitted up and furnished mainly by the liberality of Deacon

_ Greene,

No meetings for worship had been held prior to this date. The
church continued to worship here until the sixth da?r oi: Ma.y, 1858.
On the 13th of that month they commenced worshipping in Sher-
man’s hall, '

The church occupied this hall but one month, after which pub-
lie services were discontinued until the completion of the house on

Court Avenue. This was completed in October, 1858, when pub-

lie services were immediately resumed. The house was publicly
dedicated to the worship of God, by appropriate services, Novem-

- her 7, 1858,

Rev. J. T. Cook resigned his situation in the public school soon
after the organization of the church and devoted himself entirely
to its interest, o

On February 8, 1858, the church voted to invite him to becc?me
their pastor, and Geo. S. Greene, H. A. Bigelov.v ar.ld w. T Bailey
were appointed a committee to extend the invitation to Him, and
to make arrangements for the installation.

Mr. Cook, in a suitable letter, accepted the call of the church,

_ and his installation took place on the 1oth of March, 1858.

In January following he tendered his resignation, which was not
accepted by the church ; but he repeated it the next month, ].i‘eb.
goth, and it was accepted by the society on Wednesday evening,

Pebruary 23d.
The church, although weakened by the removal and absence of

_ yaluable members, and among them Deacon G. S. Greene, who

died Dec. 14, 1859, determined if possible, to supply t!ne place
A0 by Mr, Cook.
va(jit:(calmrflittee being appointed for that purpose, correspondfenc.e
was opened with several clergymen Doth east and west. An invi-
tation was finally extended to Rev. Mr. Fifield, of Northern Towa,
to visit Des Moines, with a view to settlement as ?astor of the
church,  Mr. Fifield at first concluded to come, but his own peopl.e
were 5o earnest in their opposition, he reluctantly withdrew his
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lettér of acceptance, and the church remained witHout a
gztléihe follow.ring August, when a call was extended to the ;:5“}1'
by. himztmberlam, recently from Apdover Seminary, and accepted
. Mfaanwhile the pulpit was supplied by the several ministers of th
city in alternation, and by the occasional services of pastors fi :
abroad, so that public services were sustained nearly every Sa.bbla;(t)l'rxn
.At a church meeting on December 4, 1859, it was voted to un't.
leth Rev. J. M. Chamberlain ‘in calling a.oCouncil for his orditi ;
tion, and Deacon G. S. Greene was appointed to act in behalf oa;
the church.. Wednesday, the 14th, was appointed as the day fi
the. Council to sit, at 2 o’g:lock, P. M. - The churches in Beli’ o
G.rrmnell, and Newton, were invited, as also, the churches of :1}11?,
city. The Council met at the time appointed. - Rev. T. H. C ,
field, was chosen Moderator, and J. Teesdale, Scribe S
The examination was conducted by Rev. Messrs.. Canfield and
Bartlett, and was satisfactory, and Mc. Chamberlain was ordained
Decefnber 14, 1859. In October of the following year, Mr. Cham-
berla}n was invited to become the Pastor of the ch,urch. by th
unanimous vote of the church and society. He accepted t’he}::alle
and was installed in due form, December 1gth, Dr. Ed. Beecl ,
of Galesburg, Ill., preaching the sermon. T P
ughe revision of the ‘¢ Articles of Faith and Covenant,”’ and
ules of the Church,’”’ were referred to a committee in’ 186
and %fter a very thorough discussion of each article separatel ® oc.
cupying the attention of the church and pastor for several v
ings, were finally adopted, December 25th, 1861. e
A’t, this time the church voted to observe the  Monthly Con-
cert”’ of prayer for Missions, as also, the monthl i fise
e o ] y series of Mission
Still further, ¢‘articles relating to church organization and
-erc?ment” were adopted, January 13th, 1864. During a aiovf-
tl}ls year, the pastor was with the army in Georgia unger tlljl 3
pices of the Christian Commission. He returnec{. from thie wer.
vice a'.n.d resumed his pastoral work with the church; but ssoser-
?pp051t10n being developed, he presented his resignation,the foll .
ing year, which, after much discussion and delay, was finall o
cepted by the church, on the 17th of October, 186,5. it

For nearly a year the church was without a pastor. During this
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me they extended a call to the Rev. J. G. Manly and Rev. L. J.
ite.  But, failing to secure the services of either, in October,
866, they voted to call Rev. H. S. De Forest, which was accepted.
nder his labors the church increased in number, and during the
ollowing year a revival of religion was enjoyed, and, as the result,
eighteen were added to the church on profession of their faith, on
he 8th of March. :

At the communion season, on the 3d of May, 1868, twenty-two
ere added to the fellowship of the church. During this and the
_year following, about sixty were added to the membership.

In April, 1870, Mr. De Forest tendered his resignation of the
pastoral office, to take effect on the last Sabbath of June, 1870,
which was accepted, with great reluctance.

_ In September of this year Rev. S. P. Sloan, of McGregor, re-
ceived and accepted a call to the vacant pastorate, which failed of
being consummated by his untimely death, on the agth of October.

T'emporary supplies by Magoun, Miles and others, were obtained
for the pulpit, until September, 1871, when Rev. A. L. Frisbie, of
T3anbury, Connecticut, received and accepted a call to become the
pastor of the church. He was duly installed in office by council,
on the 7th of November.

A committee on hymn books reported to a meeting of the church
in December, recommending a change in favor of the ‘¢ Songs of
the Sanctuary,” by Robinson. The change was immediately
effected,

After prayer-meeting, January 4th, 1872, a committee of ladies
way appointed for the purpose of acting in concert with the pastor
in promoting the social interests of the church, viz: Mrs. Miles,
Mus. Turner, Mrs. Sparhawk, Mrs. Kissell, Mrs. Spragu€, Mrs. Raw-
son, Mrs. Sibley, Mrs. Osgood and Miss Anna Weeks.

‘T'he sudden death of Mrs. Frisbie occured on May 15th, Her
funcral was attended from the church, Friday, May 17th, at 4
o'clock, P. M, the other pastors of the city officiating. '

In the autumn of this year the pastor gave a series of lectures to
young men on Sabbath evenings, which awakended a lively and
general interest among the young.

Sunday, February 23, a union meeting of the city churches was
enmmenced, under the direction of Rev. E. P. Hammond, of Conn.
“The meetings were held in the Central Church, and continued for
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over two weeks, and were crowded to overflowing. Many expressed
a hope in Christ, and united with the different churches of the
city. This church received an accession of thirty-three on the 4th

of May, the largest number ever received to its comnfunion at
one time, by profession.

On the 29th of July, 1873, in Danbury, Conn., the pastor, A.
L. Frisbie, was married to Miss Martha Crosby. They were wel-
comed home August 27th, to their own house, open and made
ready, by a rejoicing church.

In December, 1875, a resolution was adopted instructing the
deacons to obtain and hereafter furnish for the communion table
wine unfermented and free from alcohol.

A committee consisting of M. N. Miles, C. E. Wingate, and G.
H. Lewis (Mr. Lewis afterward resigned, and J. M. Otis was ap-
pointed in his place), was appointed January 1, 1877, to prepare a
complete history of this church down to the present time.

Preaching and communion for the last time in the old church,
on Sunday, September 10, 1876. On the next Sabbath, the preach-
ing was in the opera house, and on the ensuing Sabbath in the
Baptist Church. From that time we were drifting about ; part of
the time with the Baptist Church and part with the M. E. Church,
on Fifth street.

On the 3d day of December, services were held for the first
time in the basement of the new church.

On the 14th of January, 1877, it was solemnly dedicated-to the
worship of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and the
church and congregation, with undissembled joy, took possession
of ¢“their holy and beautiful house,”” humbly entreating a gra-
cious God that He would make it to many souls in the long succes-
sion of future years none other than ¢ the gate of Heaven.”
Dedication sermon by the pastor, and prayer by President
Magoun, of Iowa College. To the very interesting services of the
evening, Brethren Pickett, Gill and Berry contributed.

At a meeting held during this month, the committee on revision
of the By-Laws, reported a change’f the time of the annual church
meeting to the last Monday of October.

The General Association of Congregational Churches of Iowa
met with the Plymouth Church of this city, at their regular annual

Iz
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with a sermon by Rev.
#, May 30, 1877, and was opened A
well, of Chicago, on Wednesday evening. -
tendance upon the meeting was larger thaP at anylp;z:;?gn
6 o evera,
hp iation, and the presence of s n
ng of the Association, and i e
niries i tings of the o _
smuries, together with the mee ‘Wo
imai:;ns’ rfade it an occasion of surpassing interest to our
22 3

. .
repard to a place of worship during these early yea:‘s, it sll{xourlli
d g;;h(%: church first assembled in the room over Allen’s Bank, a
: i i ’s Hall. ,
for a short time, in Sherman’s .
Juring the ministry of Mr. Cook, in the summer of 1858t,h z

hf%uae 26 by 42, was erected on Court Avenu;, r'lear o
caent f)bﬁtz’-afﬁce, but the land was leased. And hur;rcl)iiew,;
étﬁbe?ﬂain’s ministry this building was removcled todt i ociery's

‘ jaired and enlarged a
.ocust street. It was repaire .
e alLl‘g continued to be used until the fall of 1876, when it
t;;}m away to give place to the present structure: A
1tly in the year 1875, the subject of thfz erection o a.ttees
t*;l;lyediﬁce began to be seriously entertameccll, inctl 1con;ma1mhi
W , 0 i
iy i bject of « plans’’ and “style

vire appointed upon the su d <
Zji’? - Ii};)on “Jocation’’ and “ cost of construction.  March
: }:;:’an adjourned meeting of the Society, on 'tlhe 2€t]ta tc1>e March
‘ 3 i d voted unanimously, that th
of this year, it was moved an .
?;ﬁ zal.»:iljo:iynin,g the old site, be purchased from Mr. Coggshall, an

the church erected thereon.

At a meeting held on the 3d of ng,

of Mr. Frisbie, to receive sealed bllds

buildin Gothic style.

suilding after the present :

ImA bu?lding committee consisting of J. P. .Foster, John .Btr:;n:;

1. R Rollins, C. H. Atkins, and J. H. Merrill, was appoin

lie 12th of June. ' -

- Geveral other meetings were held in the coursil of t}f:; yefali\;:ri:l;
L d on the 2otho ,

i n the costof the structure, an o ; s

%uhﬁulz;:x motion of, Gov. Merrill, the bulldmg' committee vyelrle 1?n

137‘3;@(1 to procyeed and erect 4 church building substantia }; 1to

2;;1)"111{; with the latest Gothic plans submitted, the cost no

exceed $22,500.

Accordingly in May contracts were made

it was decided, on motion-
for the construction of a

with Messrs. Robert-
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son and Stickles to erect the house. Mr. Robertson to do the ma-
sonry, and Stickles the carpenter work. ®

The cost of the structure, as usual, greatly exceeded the estimates,
and was found, including the expense of the site and all incident-
als, to amount to very nearly thirty-seven thousand dollars.

COPY OF THE FIRST SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE SUPPORT OF
PLYMOUTH CHURCH.

For the purpose of paying the salary of the pastor of the
Plymouth Church, and the current expenses of said church for the
term of one year, commencing on the 1st of January, 1858, we
the undersigned promise to pay to the Trustees of the Plymouth
Congregational Society, the sums set opposite our names, respec-
tively ; said sums to be paid in quarterly payments, the first pay-
ment to be due on the 1st day of April next:

Geo. S. Greene........$100 00
Henry A. Bigelow...... 5o oo
E. W. Barnum........, 25 00
Levi Richardson ...... 25 oo
C.C. Dawson......... 25 oo
G. W. Cleveland ......" 25 oo
Oliver H. Baker ...... 3z oo
F. H. Waterman...... 235 oo
S. V. White..... ..... 25 oo
J. A. Stickney......... 25 oo
W.T. Bailey.......... 25 oo
Daniel Carr........... 20 oo

Gustavus Washburn... 35 oo
J. Teesdale.......... 25 oo
A. W, Rollins........ 20 oo
J. L. Smith.......... 20 oo
D. Harris.....v.v.... 20 o0
J. R. Rollins......... 25 oo
Andrew W. Rollins... 235 oo
Jemima Lovejoy...... 12 oco
F. Woodruff.......... 15 oo
Mrs. A. Y. Rawson.... 10 oo

G. T. Kilburn........ $20 oo.

12-
CHURCH ORGANIZATION AND GOVERNMENT. 3

JRCH ORGANIZATION AND (GOVERNMENT.

I. NaME.

is i::ﬁﬂrch shall be called ¢ The Plymouth Congregational
s of Des Moines.”

II. 'ORGANIC PRINCIPLES.

i ci-
A Congregational church is any number of belfveri r:.}sso v
vl by 4 mutual covenant, for the maintenance of t el?.lvatiog o
i %;ﬂd the ordinances of the Gospel, and for the culti
e ) »
'I'he Bible is the sufficient and onlly cot; utution and the &%
d on all questions
. law of such a church, an

e is the only standard of appeal, though each church has

. i i the Gos-
mwl’% of faith, setting forth the essential doctrines of

stitution and the su-

3 i le-
A Congregational church is not subject to any 1sfuperu()lr ;(; ’
5 XN . . . . an
14 i ject only to Christ himself ;
)1 power, but is subjec : S der
ia‘i@é with other churches, especmll};f rhqse of ;ge ;jgrr}\; - b;
s s ¢ igti hip and affection, a e
ties of christian fellows O ont
~ i heir fraternal advice
en to the influence of .t . o] caces.
i ht in important and cr
\, which also ought to be soug e its own
. Wl’t is the right of ‘the church to frame an_d adrmmstfgrc ;:2 _0 to
: ament and laws; to elect and qualify its oxlvvnho dmiss,ion
¥ &Ylijl conduct its own worship ; and to c(:l?ntrino ;tseoawn under,-
G i bers, according '
e and removalof itsmem e
11:;; of the word of God, independent of all other ecclesiasti




