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FORE ORD 

To th f 
County a 

r~ nd all others who are int rest d in the land cf Kossuth 

"Soil con rvation ia funa ~ental to th elfare of our country . 
Our strength, our prosperity, and our h ppin ss will be aeasured 
largely by the effort e, as a N tion, d vote to this worthy 
cau e . " 

Thi3 is the firm belief of th men wh carry fo rd conservation farming 
in the o uth County ~oil Con tion Di trict . 

nual r port for 1949 s prepar by your oil cons rvation di trict 
ion rs, to acq nt you th the pro r ss which h s been ad to 

d th th proc dur b which y Ko suth farm r, operator, or land-
01'l'l'ler, by hi own voluntary d ci ion, c n vail himself of th service of 
the Ko th County Soil Cons rv tion District . 

Your district w established in 1947 by a popular vote of 1 ndowners . It 
is dministercd by a co~ttc consi ting of three f er-commissioner 
lect by th vote of landowners, and a cr t y o is the county exten­

sion dir ctor. The technical services of th district r provid d by 
resid t f planner and his aid, a soil specialist, nd a drain en ineer, 
all of the Soil Con rvation Service, U. s. D art nt of riculture . 

It i th duty and purpose of your d1 trict to ao 1st you with your soil 
and , t r ccnserv tion probl ~ . The district commissioner receive no 
remun ration, nor is the board a b neficiary of an local t x s . ith r 
does the district make p yments for any practices or make crop allotments 
or acr ag control • 

istanc from your district, you mu t e an 
application to th co sioncrs, nd it will be reviewed by th • An 
pproved application i u ually assi n d to a group of pplic tiona by 

neighboring farmers, so that the r ( ducation, farm planning, and field 
d onstration) may b c rri d out w.1 th roup h ving imilar probl s and 
interest • Thor for , b r in nd th t th district can furnish help to 
yo only if yo1 apply for it ! 

The purpos of th a 1st ce your been called upon to furnish, 
in th majority of c s s, h s een to prep farm plan gi vin an inventory 
of the land c p blli ti s . E sed n this inv tory a."ld th kind of far:nin 
th farmer wishes to pur ue, reco tions are made or suitable crop 
rotation, rtilization pro r m, ys, draina e, c ntouring , windbreaks , 
h lter ar as, livestock enterpris s, tc., depending on the proble~s involved. 
h r co nd tion are determin d upon discussion with t e farmer, and 
1 o by consultation with th lando r, in in tanc s er the owner does 

not operate th f m. · 

he farm plan thu d and re d upon by 11 concern d is then ~itten 
up co:nplotely and aps provided howin th nature nd capability of the 
soil on the farm, the reco d d field 1 yout, cr p rotation, fertilizer 
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program, drainage syst , tc. This blueprint of th farm and the conserva­
tion practices it pro i s beco e then the basis for a cooperative agree­
ment between the farm r and th soil conservation district. The district 
will arrange for the technical help in putting the pl n into operation. 
The farmer beco ... es a c nservationist in carrying out this plan for better 
r ing . 

KOSS TH C Y SOIL CONS VATION DJSTRiar 

Chairman 
District Governing Body 



Kossuth County Soil Conservation District 

Organization 

It seems relevant, at his plci.ce, to give a brief history of the soj.l con­
servation mov ent. 

If we link an's aomestication of his most important farm animal - the cow­
to the beginning of man's ende vors with settled farming, then we can date 
this type of farming bac to 10,000 B.c. We kno that milk, butter, and 
che se were common in Egypt in 3,000 B.C.J ~~d eneral farQing, of which the 
cow s an important part, was in progress in Europe by h,OOO B.c., from 
whence it eventually was carried to this country. 

As ancient as farming is, it remains a fact that or about 10 dozen centuries 
man farmed largely in ignorance of everything but the most external aspects 
of soils, plants, and animals. It was not until the Seventeenth Century that 
the Renaissance set men searching into agricultural problems. The contribu­
tions of Justus von Liebig, "the father of agricultural chemistry," and or 
his cont mporaries who established the first agricultural experiment station, 
gave farrn.ng a Science in the Nineteenth Century. 

By our farsighted edera1 legislation, development of agriculture in this 
country has been constant. Outstanding cxa .. ples of government for agriculture, 
in addition to the e.,tabl1.shment of the U. s. Departrrtent of A~riculture, are 
the Morrill Act of 1862 creating our agricultural colleges, and the Hatch 
Act of 1887 which provided for the establishment of a·ricultural experiment 
stations. The Soil Conservation Service was established by law passed in 
April 1935, and the Agricultural Adjustment Administration Act was passed 
in 1938. The objectives of the Soil Conservation Service and the lon,-time 
goals of the Agricultural Adjustrnent Administration were the maintenance or 
the Nation's soil esourc s . 

It was soon found th t the proble of soil conservat:i.on could not be solved 
by acti n of the Federal goverrw nt alone, and that Stat legislation was 
needed to provide a mechanism by which farmers could org nize themselves for 
cooperative action. Con equently, Congress authorized the Secretary of --­
Agriculture to require the adoption of suitable State legislation as a condi­
tion for Federal conservation aid. 

This Act provides a procedure by which soil conservation districts may be 
organized, such districts to be governmental subdivisions of the St te . 
The Act e tablish s a 11St te Soil Conservation Committee" which has power 
to d fine the boundaries of each district, to encourage the organization ot 
districts, to bring about an exchange of information and experience among 
the districts in the State, nd to coordinate the several district programs 
11 so far as this may be done by advice a.ttd consultation." 

Each district is an independent unit, and is not subject to the control of 
the State Committee. Funds to finance the operations or the districts will 
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com from two scurcest (1) Direct appropriations from th State Treasury, 
to be divided among the districts by the State CommitteeJ and ( 2) Grants 
in aid made either dir .ctly to the districts or through the State Committee, 
by the U. s. Soil Conservation Service or other Federal agencies. The 
districts are not authorized to levy any taxes or s.pecial assess ents nor 
to il!lsue bonds. 

The Legislature of the St te of Iowa passed the "Districts Law" in 1939. 
Since then, 96 soil conservation districts have b en organized. In ccord­
ance With this law, the elected officers of th St to Co~~itte ·nd of the 
Kossuth County Soil Conservation District at present are as followsa 

Iowa Soil C.on ervation Committ 

Chris H. Jensen, u ubon, Chairman 
m. Darbyshire, Rockwell City 

Kenneth Wagner, West Liberty 
Jam s • Foster, Albia 
J. F. ngel, Maynard 
Floyd ndre, Director of Extension, Ames 
Harry D. linn, Secretary of Agriculture, Des Moines 
Frank H. Mendell, State Conservationist, SCS, Ames 
H. ayne Pri tcha.J:"d, Ex cuti v Secretary, De 1oin s 

Kossuth County Soil Conservation District 

Commissioner 

J . c. Skow, We ley, Chairman 
Jerry Heetland, akota 
T. E. Lagerstrom, Burt 

Secretary: 

A. L. Brown, County Extension 
Director, Algona 

The U. s. Soil Conservation Service is furnishing the following assistance 
to the Kossuth County Soil Cona rvation District: 

Technicians Assigned to Kossuth County 

Leon H. Laird, Farm Planner, Algona 
Oliver S. Carlson, Conservation Ai , Algona 

Specialists and Administrativ Staff Assisting Kossuth, Hancock, Humboldt, 
and innebago County Soil Conservation Districts 

L. E. luester, District Cons rv tionist, Fort Dodge 
c. R. B , .Mricultural Engineer, Humboldt 
Don F. Carlson, Engineering Aid, Humboldt 
Donald A. Cowles, Soil T.chnician, Algona 
Grace A. Looft, Clerk, Algona 

In addition to those d rectly connected with the Kossuth County Soil Conserva­
tion District, the caus of soil conservation is being furthered by such other 
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izatio s s tho ossuth County Pro uction and ark tin Co~~tt e, the 
t sion Service, the Vocational Agriculture training program, and th 

chool of Kos uth County. The coop ration and support wn ch these organiza­
tions hav given your district are r ported elsewher in these pages . 

Soil Conservation .Applied to the Farms 
of Ko suth County 

Tho year 1949 s the first ye r uring which the Kos uth County Soil Conser­
vation District h d available the full and competent ass stance of the U. s. 
Soil Conservation S vice in n planning, drainarre problems, and ducational 
ctivities. ccordingly, considerabl h dway was made in applying uonserva­

tion practices to th land of the county. 

rom the district office in th Post Office Buildin 
dir ction of Leon Laird, farm pl nner, the work was carri d fo r d in 11 town­
ships of the county during 1949. To r lieve th t chnic 1 p r on.~eJ of routine 
off·ce duties, a conservation cl r was ss· ned to b of ervice to caller 

d to handle necessary corrcspon encc and files. 

Thus the technicians a signed to the district by the U. S. Soil Conservation 
Service assisted farmers in applying con ervation pr ctices on Kossuth farms 
by working with them 200 man-days on pl ng f rmSJ 267 man-days on field 
la.you t, soil and far urv · ng, dr in g pro bl s, and wildlife areas; and 
106 man-days on group eetin nd educational &ld cooperative endeavors . 
Th t chnical acco plishment are detailed in the follo ng tabl : 

Practices Unit te 

Contouring ere 120 120 
Pasture Improv ont Acres 49 52 
Seeding Permanent P st. ere 10 45 
P'arm Drainag cr s so 150 
Crop Ro tion cres 5,903 7,577 
ield Reorganization Acres 4,234 4,661 

Green Manure Crops Acr s 2,970 2,970 
aterways & Outlets Lin .Ft. 41,400 41,880 

Closed Drains Lin.Ft. 20,500 28,980 
i1d.l1fe Are s o. 1 3 

Conservation Far.m Plans 

Requests fer ssistanco ceived 
Plan Prepared and Signed 

umber 
1949 To Date 

82 
42 

150 so 

!949 
AE,Elied 

To Date 

120 120 
ll ll 
35 35 
38 38 

1,.3.36 1,3.36 
2,120 2,120 

116 116 
22,500 25,000 
2,850 4,850 

3 3 

Acres 
1949 To Date 

19,320 
7, 872 

34,610 
9,~78 

'\ 

\ 



- 6-

Miscellaneous 

Activity Numb r 

Gen ral Education 1 eeti gs 
Interest Group eetings 
Plannin Groups 
Demonstrations 

4 
5 
6 
1 
8 Soil Conservation ilma 

Publicity 

Goals for 19 9 

Farm Plans 40 
ews Stories 12 

De on tration 2 
(Plo D onstra-
tion ield D ) 

Attendanc 

350 
43 
37 
80 

550 

KO UTH C U TY ADVA 'CE 
UPP:ER D I jF.S 

The Kossuth County Production and arketing dministr tion ~C~o==~~ 
U. S. Departm nt or Agriculture reports the following practices 
Kossuth Countyr 

Lim (15) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 932 tons 
Construction or open farm drain citches'(6) ••••••• 1400 cubic yard 
Tiling (7) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 21,?02 rods 
Groen anur (17) - R d clov r ••• -•••••••••••••••••••••••• 25,896 acres 

Swe t clov r ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 66,278 acres 
Contouring intertilled crops (2) •••••••••••••••••••••••••·•• 114 acres 
Sod waterway (L) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,809,000 equare feet 
Fertilizer (16) G •• s. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,278 tons 
Fertiliz ~r ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,409 tons 

Kos uth County xtension SerV1ce 

A. L. Brown, County Extension Dir ctor 

Although ossuth County is fortunate in h vin oils which yi ld well when 
increased production is de·~ded, during tho last war, th practice or 
heavy row cropping exact d a rious dr in o t. fertility of the coils. 
The application of bett r land s n th farms of the county is thar fore 
of vital interest, and is co ~on concern of t e Exten ion Service, the 
soil conservation district, the Soil Cons rvation S rvice, &ld oth r agri­
cUltural agencies. 

In pursuit or these co on intore ts, th ten ion Servic cooperated in 
work on th "Open Ditch Survey" of the district; th tablishment o! forag 
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d f rtilizer plot for d .on tr tion prupose J s 11 conscrvat·on 
o trations; a scho 1 for oil te ti BJ nd an in r-denomi tional 

H v st Sund rvic • 

The U. S. Soil Co serv tion Servic 
th Production and • tin dmini 
school in thi county. The Soil Con rv ti n 
with in conductin 
out th county. 

f pr s nt 
el e , throu 

nd educational 

erv tion each e k 

• 

Cons rv tion Stu~ in th chool of 
Ko uth County 

• tauri tz.en 
Count uperintendent of School 

is bein enco a cd among 

th 

rv nc of bird sh ter , ero ion prac-
tudies ei reported . 

pp c of ons rv tion offici 1 ~ schoolroo cl sse ould encourage and 
h si~e tho study v further . 
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Activities of the Commissioners, 
Kossuth County Soil Conservation District 

Of the busine s th which your coo: issioners er concern d during 1949, t o 
items are of particular importance d call for emphasis in this report& 

1 . Financial aid to the distr1ct fro State funds . 
2. Establishm nt o a re~earch f in the Clarion- ebster soil area . 

1 . The 5Jrd eneral Assembl7 of the ~tate of Io~ voted 250 000 for use by 
Iowa Soil Conservation Districts dur:l n, the ir t .re of the biennuim. 
Each district is privil ed to ub~t t the Stat Soil Conservation 
mittee budget r quewts for fin cia) &id hich will result in increasing 
application of oil conservation on the land. 

Your commissioner dee d as most im ortant, an incr s in number of 
conser~tion f r plans completed y arly in the Kossuth County district . 
Requests for those plans doubled in 1949 over the period 1947-1948 . ffow-
ever, ther no similal' incr se in co~pleted plan du to l c of 
personnel. Since your c • ~ssioners desire that these plan be prepared 

nd ready for application en the land in ~~e shortest possible time, a 
budg t requ st to th State Cornmi tt e as submitted to hire from State 
funds a part-time technical assistant for ield surveyin work, and a 
part-time cler for necessary office routine . This incr ase in porsormel 
required al~o adquisition of additional office equipment . 

e are pleased to report that the State Co~ttee has aoproved this budget 
and has ssi ned to the ossuth Soil Conser ion District 16So.oo for 
the period October 1, 1949 to June )0, 1?50. Your commissioners will also 
be reimbursed ro, this fund for mileage exoc ditures made in pursuance 
of their duties . 

2. E tablishment of a Clarion- ebster soil research f rm to be concern d 
with crop prod etion, cro utilization, and soil tilla~e, as they relate 
to draina e, had the supnort of your co~issioners and of numerous Kossuth 
County Farmers . 

This project is spcnsored b the Clarion- ebst r Soil Area Experimental 
Association, representatives of soil conservation dj.stricts, and farmers 
located in the ieeonsin Drift Area, which contains the Clarion and ebster 
soil types. The project will be oper ted by the low State College F~eri­
m nt Station, which agenc7 will also provide the nds necessary to carry 
out the r e rch . 

can report that Kos3uth County farm rs have provided 2400 
in memb rship for this project, and that funds from all counties within 
the Webster-Clarion area ar sufficient to proce d with purch se of suffi­
cient land to est~blish the research farm in 1950. 
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Brief of District Commissioners onthly Meetings - 1949 

January 

February 

March 

April 

June -· 

August 

September 

October 

Nove.11ber 

Arranged for \ossuth district electic of comrn·· 'lsion~rB . Announced 
Tiling Scheel for arch 1-2 . Considered Research F~ project . 
Approved 5 conservation far plans and 17 rAquests for plans . 

Arran ed for sojl conservation field d onstrations in the district . 
Appointed com:njttEe f r esearch F r proi ct. Arranged for 
county-wide pu lici ty on commissioners' election ( olace and date) . 
Approved 3 conservation farut lans and J.l requests . 

Planned Soil Conservation Service cooperation with the Pl·oauction 
and larl';eting Adndnistrat.ion in s il testin scho l. ecoivu 
petitions for commis.J:ioners elections, prepared ballots, approved 
8 conservation farm plans and 11 requests . 

Announc d a~d introduc d duly-elected new commis~ionero, a re­
ceiv~d their signed oath of office. Electe offic~rs of e dis­
trict. District function r viewed by L. B. Kuester of ~oil Con­
s rvation Service. :teported on draina e survef. Reporte on 
forage and ~r ss -~.; ,or.str tion plots on the ay;nond Steven farm . 
Approved 2 conservation farm plans and 6 requests . 

Arranged for dc~nstration tour on Raymond Steven farm June 22 
and ccompanying p11bl..; city; and Inter-Church asaist.ancG in obser­
vance of "Soil Conservation . " Approved 4 c nservation farm plans . 

Conference on State financial a·d vailabl to the district a ter 
July 1. ApprcveA 2 conservation farm pl ns and 1 aoplic tion . 

Prepared and acopted 1st quarter district L~d et from State unds . 

Adopted plan to hold cooperators group meetings during winter 
months . Approved 4 conservati.on farm plans and 4 r~uests . 

Held soil typ . del!'o 
gram at Swea Cj.ty. 
quests . 

tratlon . Arran~cd :for Harvest Sunday pro­
Approved L conservation farm plans and 4 re-

Approved cooperatior with County Board of upervisors relative 
to County Drain #81 . Considered cducut~onal pro ram on Corn 
Borer . p roved 1 c mpletcd conservation farm plan . 

eporte~ on Research F rm project. lected delegate to Commis­
ioners Short Cour t Iowa St te Colle e . Approved 1 cons r­

vation farm plan and 1 request. 

C nferred on State bud et and vh year's wor by CS p rsonnel . 
Laid plans for 1950. pproved 13 conser~ation farm plans and 8 
applications . 


