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Sander Wins IWL Award For Outstanding Windbreak

by Pat Kroemer

Some rewards take a long time to
come. When a windbreak was planted on
the Herb Sander farm in 1981, he never
dreamed he'd be named recipient of the
1992 Izaak Walton League award for
outstanding windbreak.

Sander and his wife, Bertha, are re-
tired, but still live on the family farm
south of Lowden. Their son, Fred, oper-
ates the farm and dairy herd and was
primarily responsible for planting the
windbreak in April 1981.

With suggestions from the Soil Con-
servation Service staff, Fred looked at
numerous windbreaks in the area for

er'bv Sande :

examples of what he would like to plant.

He planted the back row in Honey-
suckle, the middle row in Arborvitae and
the row near the buildings in Douglas
Fir.

Seedlings were purchased from and
planted by Scotch Grove Nursery. The
cost of the windbreak was $1,006 with
SCS cost sharing $837.

“We got all the trees started well,”
Fred said. “It was so dry the trees had to
be watered twice a week that summer
and the following summer too. We put a
plastic tank and hose on a hay rack.
While Dad filled 5 gallon buckets, 3 or
us ran around watering the seedlings.”

When the windbreak was a couple
years old someone driving by the farm-
stead stopped to tell Fred the Honey-
suckle had Witches-broom. Fred had no
idea what that was or how to treat it,
but soon found out it was an abnormal
brush-like growth of weak, closely clus-
tered shoots or branches on a woody
plant caused by fungi or viruses. The
clumps that form on the branches give
the look of brooms. Fred trimmed all the
clumps off and sprayed the bushes. He
did this for 2 seasons and has had no
problem with the disease returning.

“At first I thought I'd have to tear out
all the Honeysuckle,” Fred said. “But it's
been worth the trimming and spraying.
Now we enjoy the small blue flowers that
bloom on it every spring.” :

The Sanders started the windbreak on
the north and west side of their farm-
stead in what was once a heifer pasture.

“I like to see a farmstead with a wind-
break around it,” Fred said. “That’s the
main reason I wanted to plant it.”
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Fred Sander stands near the windbreak he planted in 1981 on the family

farm south of Lowden.

Besides stopping the north winds, the
windbreak also catches snow. The
Sanders enjoy watching the rabbits and
other wildlife that hide there.

“We took only a small portion of farm
ground out of production for the wind-
break,” Fred explained. “But we’ll benefit

Banner Conservation

by Kurt Hoeft

District Conservationist

1992 was a banner year
for soil and water conser-
vation in Cedar county.
Soil Conservation practices
were applied to the land
last year at rates signifi-
cantly higher than average

ally.
Grassed waterway acre-

tour farming 400%; acres

residue cover increased
200%; and acres of no-till
increased by 300%.

The large increase in no-
till was partly due to the

in the long run.”

The windbreak is approximately 1000
ft. long on the north and 600 feet long
on the west.

“I'd like to extend the windbreak,”
Fred said, “but that’s something that
hasn't been done yet.” .

Chairman Robert Niermeyer, right, accepts the

- success of no-till drilled
" soybeans. Most operators
in Cedar county had good
results with no-till soy-
beans and are planning on

1991 Goodyear Conservation Honor Award at the
Iowa Association of Soil and Water Conservation
District annual conference in Des Moines Dec. 1.
The Cedar Soil and Water Conservation District
has been selected as an Honor District the past 3

Doug Ensminger

(ﬁarence ‘Bu.nch

Bunch, Ensminger Join
Cedar SCS Staff in ‘92

by Pat Kroemer

There are two new faces at the Cedar
County Soil Conservation Service offices
in Tipton. Clarence Bunch, 25, joined
the SCS in February 1992 as a soil con-
servationist. Doug Ensminger, 27, joined
the SCS in December 1992. He is also a
soil conservationist.

Bunch is originally from Louisiana. He
attended colleges in Oklahoma and Mis-
sissippi, graduating in 1991 from Lang-
ston University, Langston, Okla., with a
degree in Ag Economics. :

His first job was with an €CS office in
Oklahoma, where he was a technician
and worked with computers.

Bunch didn’t grow up on a farm, but

he did earn spending money hoeing
cotton in the summer, a job similar to
Iowa young people detasseling corn.
Bunch'’s job includes discussing fu-
ture conservation plans with area farm-
ers. He has been working with highly
erodible land. After talking to the farmer
he discusses the problems and possible
solutions with Kurt Hoeft, Cedar county
district conservationist. Final decisions
are always made by the farmer. Bunch
will also begin working on Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acres this year.
Ensminger says the farmer can do
most anything unless he is destroying
wetlands. That's when the DNR steps in.

Cont. on page 8

increasing their acres in
1993.

I am pleased with the
progress made in soil con-
servation in Cedar county.
The improvements are
visible (contouring, grassed
waterways, conservation
tillage, field borders) and
the payoffs will be long
term.

The interest in conserva-
tion is due in large part to
the landowners fulfilling
their requirements of the
1985 and 1990 Farm Bills.
This legislation required
farmers to protect highly
erodible land from serious
erosion in exchange for
USDA program benefits.

Cont. on page 5
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1992 DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

JANUARY

Cedar Soil and Water Conservation District Com-
missioners met for their organizational meeting Jan.
14. Officers elected were Robert Niermeyer, chairman;
Millicent Zenishek, vice-chairman; Kenneth Muller,
secretary and Melanie Schott, treasurer. Assistant
Commissioners appointed were Steve Leazer, Richard
Zenishek and Joel Brown. Other commissioners on
the board include: Mike Walter, Richard Kreinbring
and Randall Shaull.

District Conservationist Kurt Hoeft and Soil Con-
servation Technician Judy Hagan attended Residue
Management Training Jan. 8.

DC Hoeft gave a presentation to Lowden Lions Club

SCT Hagan attended Technicians meeting on the

Cont. on page 2
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1992 District Activities

Cont. from page 1

DC Hoeft attended Economics Training in Des
Moines Jan. 23 and 24.

The Eastern lowa Conservation Tillage Show was
held at the Five Seasons Center in Cedar Rapids Jan.
28 and 29. Commissioners Mike Walter, Richard
Kreinbring and Millie and Richard Zenishek assisted
at the registration booth on the 29th.

The District sponsored a tri-county contractors
meeting in conjunction with Muscatine and Scott
SWCD's Jan. 22.

Extension Crop Clinic was held Jan. 23 in West
Branch.

Cedar SWCD donated funds in support of the re-
cently organized Limestone Bluffs Resource Conser-
vation & Development (RC&D) Area.

District approved office participation with the JTPA
summer youth program.

Commissioners agreed to cooperate in a Federal
Grant to get database information entered in the com-
puter.

Cedar SWCD newsletter was published in mid-Jan-
uary.

The Tipton Conservative published the District's
Annual Report with their regular weekly newspaper
Jan. 22.

Commissioner Mike Walter and DC Hoeft attended

Limestone Bluffs RC&D meeting Jan. 27.
FEBRUARY

SWCD and SCS staff attended an all employee
meeting in Iowa City Feb. 5 and 6.

District completed the Goodyear Evaluation and
submitted it for competition.

The regular commissioners meeting was held Feb.
11. Commissioners reviewed their Annual Plan of
Work. Six scholarship applications were reviewed and
candidates were selected for interviews.

The Cedar Environmental Education Committee
met Feb. 19.

District held their Annual Awards Banquet in con-
junction with the Corn and Soybean Growers Asso-
ciation Banquet Feb. 15. Chairman Niermeyer pre-
sented awards.

Soil Conservationist Clarence Bunch began his tour
of duty in the Tipton field office Feb. 24.

DC Hoeft attended an RC&D meeting Feb. 24.

“Insure” our future -
Practice environmental conservation.

Niermeyer Ins. Service, Ltd.
624 Lombard, Clarence

Phone 452-3905

.. It's Precious!

Your land needs good care
just like your livestock
and we salute the farmers
for their fine efforts.

Jack's Feed

& Grain, Inc.
Hiway 30, Stanwood, IA « Ph. 945-3321

..........

Area Resource Conservationist Dean Pettit assisted
with training at Tipton field office.

Commissioners reviewed Iowa Financial Incentive
Program and REAP budgets, set local priorities and
policies and approved no-till, tree planting and wind-
break application.

Assistant Commissioner Joel Brown represented
the District at the Regional REAP assembly.

MARCH

District tree sales campaign ended March 1. Ap-
proximately 1,900 trees were sold.

Commissioner Millie Zenishek and DC Hoeft at-
tended the Spring Regional meeting in Cedar Rapids
March 11.

Resource Tillage Specialist Ed Andrews held an
Economics of Reduced Tillage meeting March 17.

Merlin Geadelmann used the District’s farm display
March 15-26 at local banks in observance of AG
Week.

SC Bunch gave a presentation to 6th grade stu-
dents at Lincoln school.

Commissioner Mike Walter and DC Hoeft attended
RC&D meeting in Maquoketa.

District Secretary Melanie Schott attended Jones
County Education Committee Science Fair in Monti-
cello March 21.

The regular commissioner meeting was held March
18. Scholarship candidates were interviewed. Com-
missioners selected Brad Chapman of Tipton and Jef-
frey Hennings of Bennett as winners of $200 scholar-
ships each to continue their education in environmen-
tal or agricultural areas.

Residue kits were distributed to local agri-busi-
nesses.

Cedar County Fair Board and RC&D officials met
March 28.

Soil Scientist Lonnie Miller assisted the Tipton field
office.

APRIL

Cedar Environmental Education Committee met
April 8 and completed judging for the annual poster
contest.

District held a tillage demonstration and contour
layout April 9.

DC Hoeft and SC Bunch attended a meeting in lowa
City April 15.

A forestry field day was held at the Kelly Tree Farm
April 11.

The regular commissioner meeting was held April

All Kinds of
Conservation

Work

Clearing & Site Work

Crees
Construction

Everett Crees - 649-2247
John Crees - 649-2597
Neal Crees - 946-2794

We support and practice

SHRATION

Koch's Paint & Lumber Co.
Phone 432-7213
105 W. Cedar - Mechanicsville

14. The board reviewed the 1992 APW. District dis-
cussed working with the local Bar Association to up-
date a lease contract to include items regarding con-
servation compliance.

Limestone Bluffs RC&D made plans for a project
with the Cedar County Fair Board.

Commissioner Mike Walter and DC Hoeft attended
RC&D meeting April 13.

District trees were distributed April 16.

Cedar SWCD provided a red oak tree seedling to all
3rd grade students in Cedar county in observance of
Arbor Day.

District sponsored a female landowner newsletter
and promoted a tour.

DC Hoeft attended a meeting in Des Moines on haz-
ardous waste.

Assistant Commissioner Steve Leazer visited Wash-
ington D.C. with the Farm Bureau and met with
legislators.

MAY

The regular commissioner meeting was held May
12. Assistant Commissioner Joel Brown reported on
REAP funding and indicated REAP congress is to be
held in July.

DC Hoeft attended wetland training May 12 and 13.

DC Hoeft met with the county engineer May 15.

District newsletter was printed and distributed in
conjunction with ASCS newsletter.

Eastern Iowa Hay Producers Association Board met
in DeWitt May 18.

DC Hoeft met representatives to discuss the pos-
sibility of a watershed project to control flooding
problems in West Branch.

SWCD and SCS staff attended JTPA orientation for
summer youth help.

District sponsored a meeting with county bankers
to discuss FSA requirements May 19.

Becky Furnish assisted the district in selecting soil
stewardship materials in observance of Soil Steward-
ship Week. Materials were distributed to all local
churches in Cedar county.

SCS staff conducted random field checks.

JUNE

The district sponsored a tillage plot tour at the Ken
Beuthien farm June 2 and the Clarence Crew and
Robert Regennitter farms June 3.

A Wetland Reserve program meeting was held June
5 to explain rules and perpetual easement.

Cont. on page 3

PROTECT YOUR
INCOME WITH
CROP INSURANCE

Gordon D. Olseen

200 E. 5th
Tipton, lowa

Ph. 886-6120

STATE FARM

G
@@

INSURANCE
»

State Farm Fire
and Casualty Company
Home Office: Bloomington, lllinois

Practice
Soil Conservation

It doesn't cost...
It pays...

and assures rich
and fruitful land
for future generations.

We are proud to support
Soil Conservation

Tri-States Mill

& Elevator, Inc.

Phone 945-6121
- Stanwood, lowa



1992 District Activities
Cont. from page 2 :

The SCS staff attended residue management train-
ing at the Crawfordsville ISU Research Farm June 8.

District Commissioners held their regular meeting
June 9. District approved payment no-till and REAP
cost-share projects. Commissioners hired Ed Crock
and Mike Moes Jr. to fly them over soil conservation
award nomination sites.

DC Hoeft attended a sub-area meeting June 10.

District sponsored a special women landowner/
operator meeting and tour June 10.

Commissioner Shaull and Assistant Commissioner
Steve Leazer met with ASCS County Committee to
discuss ACP cost-share and other programs. :

JTPA employee Trisha Chapman began summer
employment with SWCD June 15.

WRP sign up held June 1-26. Three bids were re-
ceived.

CRP sign up held June 15-26. Fifty bids were re-
ceived.

Tillage survey was conducted in June.

DC Hoeft attended RC&D meeting June 24.

District Secretary had performance appraisal with
Division of Soil Conservation field representative June
20.

JULY

Wildlife Management Biologist Tim Thompson as-
sisted the Tipton field office July 1.

DC Hoeft attended tour to Kinsella farm in Illinois
July 7.

Eastern Iowa Hay Producers association met July
13 in DeWitt.

District Commissioners met for their regular meet-
ing July 14 in conjunction with No-Till Neighbors Tour
sponsored by Dupont at the George Driscoll farm.
DSC Field Rep. Paul Valin also attended meeting and
field day.

MAX Program meeting was held July 16.

DC Hoeft attended a plant materials tour at Els-
berry, Mo. July 21.

Assistant Commissioner Steve Leazer and Mark
Mays assisted with Practical Farmers of Iowa tour
July 22.

Do Your Homework Now To Prepare For 1995 Compliance

Field office toured cost-share projects and practices
around county on July 28.

.DC Hoeft attended RC&D meeting July 28.

AUGUST

Regular commissioner meeting was held Aug. 19.
Commissioners reviewed APW. District also discussed
Senate File 200 regarding soil damage complaints on
public property. Commissioners approved addendum
to the Supplemental Memorandum of Understanding
between SCS and SWCD. Other memorandum of un-
derstandings were also reviewed.

Soil Scientist Lonnie Miller assisted Cedar County
Conservation Board with environmental education
field day Aug. 5 at Cedar Valley Park.

SC Bunch attended training in Springbrook Aug.
10-14.

Area Conservationist Kathy Pielsticker met with DC
Hoeft Aug. 27.

Cedar County Soil and Water Resource plan was
recorded with Cedar County Recorder.

District newsletter was published and distributed.

SEPTEMBER

RC&D meeting was held Sept. 1.

Cedar County Corn and Soybean field day was held
Sept. 2. Cedar SWCD had a booth at the field day.

The regular commissioner meeting was held Sept.
8. District reviewed and approved memorandum of
understanding between SWCD and ASCS. Annual
Conference resolutions were reviewed. Limestone
Bluff's RC&D Application for Program Assistance was
reviewed and approved.

Fall Regional meeting was held Sept. 9.

DC Hoeft attended EICTS Tillage Show Steering
committee meeting in Marion.

DC Hoeft met with West Branch Lions Club.

A tillage plot tour evaluation was held Sept. 16 at
the Ken Beuthien farm.

District and ASCS CCRG met Sept. 17.

Retired soil conservation technician Clarence Beyer
assisted the District with Izaak Walton League Wind-
break Award judging Sept. 18.

DC Hoeft attended EIHPA meeting in Lost Nation.

State office personnel visited the Tipton Field office
for a quality review.

Melanie Schott provided training to Scott SWCD
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“Secretary Barb Ryder on Sept. 22.

OCTOBER

A sub-area meeting for District Conservationists
and District Secretaries was held Oct. 13 in Daven-
port.

The regular commissioners meeting was held Oct.
13. TRS Ed Andrews requested funds to develop a no-
till video to include local farmer input. District devel-
oped 1993 Annual Plan of Work. A soil loss complaint
was discussed. The Board decided to obtain materials
to complete large signs to place around the county to

promote grassed waterways, field borders and con-
tours.

NOVEMBER

Rita Mays and Randy Mather were elected to 6 year
District Commissioner terms in the general election.

Conservation Aid Carmen Fields and SC Bunch at-
tended a field day demonstration on soil and water
conservation practices construction Nov. 10.

District Commissioners met for their regular meet-
ing Nov. 14.

Commissioner Mike Walter and DC Hoeft attended
RC&D meeting in Maquoketa Nov. 9.

District newsletter was sent and included District
1998 tree sales campaign information.

DC Hoeft attended area meeting in Washington
Nov. 23.

Commissioner Robert Niermeyer attended the Iowa
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Annual Conference in Des Moines Nov. 30 and Dec. 1.
Cedar SWCD received the Goodyear Conservation
Honor Award for 1991. Margaret Sadeghpour, Lincoln
Community school, received K-8 State Teacher Award.

DECEMBER

The regular commissioner meeting was held Dec. 8.
The Annual Plan of Work and SWCD activities calen-
dar was reviewed. Commissioners discussed plans for
upcoming Annual Report.

DC Hoeft attended the Eastern Iowa Conservation
Tillage Show executive meeting Dec. 10.

Soil Conservationist Doug Ensminger began work
in the Tipton field office Dec. 14.

DC Hoeft attended a statewide District Conserva-
tionist meeting in Des Moines Dec. 12-17.

Doug Ensminger
Soil Conservationist

Do you know what tillage system you
will be using in 1995? Depending on
your farm plan and the rotations you
use, it could range from a fall plow to
no-till. Rotations and the slope they are
placed upon can make a big difference
on-the tillage needed for compliance.
Oats and hay in a rotation can assist an
operator in maintaining a relatively in-
tensive tillage system even on steep
ground, but that type of rotation is not
for everyone. Markets for hay and straw
are out there but may be hard to find
and corn bases possibly hard to main-
tain.

If you are in this situation, high resi-
due tillage may be the system for you.

Think Conservation!

Since the beginning of the planning
process in the late 80's tillage equipment
has been developed to leave 40% residue
and more on the soil surface. Many op-
erators have studied their plans and
have discussed options with the Soil
Conservation Service. These options
have led to tillage systems with large
amounts of residue left on the soil sur-
face while still allowing some tillage.
Others have gone to no-till or in-row
tillage only which also leaves high
residues.

If you haven't found the system that
will work for you, then you will need to
do some homework soon. There are
62,000 acres of conservation tillage
scheduled to be applied in 1993 and
1994. That means you will need to look

at the previous year’'s crop and till ac-
cording. You might want to talk to your
neighbors who have already adopted a
conservation system or keep an eye out
for trade shows and county meetings
that address different tillage options.
The Soil Conservation Service may also
give you some options on tillage that
may work into your operation.

Some of these systems may actually
require some preparation in the field
before you begin. An example would be if
your plans call for no-till and you have
been running livestock on the field or
have consistently disked year after year.
These situations often end in a yield de-
crease due to compaction. No-till is a
good system if the field conditions are

This Land Is Our Land-
Protect It, Preserve It And
Its Riches Will Be Ours.

Lowden, lowa

Yoron BRI —
AMERICAN

TRUST AND SAVINGS BANK

Member
F.D.I.C.

White Pigeon has been helping Qou pr. ect f(o

Serving Cedar, Muscatine, Scott, Johnson and Louisa Counties

White Pigeon Mutual

Insurance Association

: 105 West Fourth _Stre,'e_f, Wilton, Iowa 52778

& > e

ur farm resources since 1872.

right. A recommendation for this situa-
tion would be to deep till the area prior
to no-tilling. Preferably a deep tillage op-
eration that leaves residue on the soil
surface such as a subsoiler or similar
piece of equipment. This will fracture
most plow pans and increase water infil-
tration while allowing better root devel-
opment. Once this is done you should
pay special attention to keep livestock
and tillage equipment off the ground
when it is wet. The no-till system should
do the rest by developing macro-pores
through crop root deterioration and al-
lowing earthworms to re-establish them-
selves in the soil. This process will take
a few years but by subsoiling prior to
no-till you will help decrease the risk

Cont. on page 7

W




Page 4 Soil Conservation Report February 17, 1993

1992 ANNUAL CONSERVATION REPORT
1M BUDGET FISCAL YEAR ‘92
1992 Allocation
Office Supplies & Expenses $1,133.24
Commissioner Expenses 495.90

$1,629.14

IOWA FINANCIAL INCENTIVE PROGRAM BUDGET
FISCAL YEAR ‘02

1992 Allocation $38,456.00
Amount Spent $15,319.00
Amount Obligated
(unspent) 16,380.00
Unspent (released
to DSC 12/31) 6,757.00

1992 DISTRICT COOPERATORS

Donald L. Meier, Roy A. Miller, Edward Poduska,
Robert Farley, Jay A. Davidson, David A. Licht, Gerald
Timm, Randy Mather, Hazel Jipp, James S. Smith,
Keith Whitlatch, C. W. Norton, Ronnie J. Kress,
Ronald W. Robinson, Dale Reed, Lee Kurtenbach,
Clara Schroeder, Jim Pelzer, David Owens, Philip
Carls, Barnell Rowald, Donald Kallenberger, Richard
Palmer, Mike Walter, Grace Falkers, David Licht, Alan
Weets, Raymond Conrad, Harvey Jensen, Patrick
Kistler, Ernest Von Behren, Dennis Oldorf, Boyd
Swarts, Jeffrey Graves, Brian Thomas, Mildred
Abrego, John Sander, Horace Tigrett, Mark Patton,
Nicholas Daedlow, Harold Ovesen, R, J & D Broulik.

Conserve and operate
more efficiently with
| * Premium Diesel

I and Galsoline
o [P Gas

¢ Farm Master Fluids

AN
FARM
MASTER

(conoco)

QUALITY LUBRICANTS

Petrogas Ltd.

"Your Progressive Petroleum & Propane Supplier”
202 S. Maple, Stanwood, IA
945-6163 or WATS 1-800-728-6163

ake Every Are
Do Its Best!

WEAVER'S

Farm Drainage

Weaver s Inc

Custom Earth Moving

Combined to serve all your earth
moving and tiling needs:

Excavation, Tiling, Ponds, Terraces, Clearing
offering the latest in equipment, including

Laser on Trencher, Bulldozers and Excavator
for Accurate Grades & Specifications

Need Tiling? Need Earth Moving?

Call: Call:
Verlon Weaver Randy Weaver

886-2931 | 886-6556

1992 Annual Conservation Report

FISCAL YEAR ‘92 SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

New District Cooperators 42 no.
Land Users Assisted 1,239 no.
Land Users Applying A Conservation

Practice 455 no.

FSA Plans Revised
Cropland Erosion Reduced
Pasture Protected (CRP)
Conservation Tillage

34,032 acres
26,426 acres

1,126 acres
18,208 acres

Contour Farming 7,062 acres
Grade Stabilization Structures 4 no.
Terraces 3,403 feet
Windbreaks 6 acres
Ponds 1 no.
Grassed Waterways 72 acres

Tons Soil Saved
COOPERATING AGENCIES

183,358 tons

Kenneth Muller ISU Extenison
Steve Swinconos District Forester
Bob Middendorf Fishery Biologist

Tim Thompson Wildlife Management Biologist
Al Schmidt ASCS Countly Executive Director
Michael Graham FmHA County Supervisor
Rick Rouse County Conservation Board

Edwin C. Andrews SCS Resource Tillage Specialist

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Lincoln
Clarence-Lowden

Margaret Sadeghpour
Cindy Buck

We are happy to support
Soil
Conservation

Fertilizer and Chemical Service
available with the EASY RIDER
FLOTATION TRUCK

Call 452-3001
H |

'-o-.-a-a-:-r'-c:::
Care for Your
LAND ...

because the future of

the earth is in Your Hands.

We thank the SCS and area
farmers for their commitment
to conservation practices.

HAWKEYE BANK
: OF TIPTON  vewvser Foic

Member of Hawkeye Bancorporation

Tipton, IA - Phone 886-6181

Rick Rouse County Conservation Board
Kelvin Keifer County Conservation Board
Vicky Gosnell County Conservation Board
Mike Schultz Bennett
Kurt Hoeft Soil Conservation Service

Soil Conservation Service
Cedar S.W.D.C.
Cedar County Extension

Clarence Bunch
Melanie Schott
Ken Muller

FIELD OFFICE STAFF
Kurtis F. Hoeft

W. Doug Ensminger
Clarence Bunch

Judy A. Hagan

Melanie B. Schott
Carmen A. Fields Soil Conservation Aid
Thomas O. Spear Soil Conservation Aid (CRP)

1992 DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

Robert Niermeyer, Chairman Fairfield Township
Millicent Zenishek, Vice-Chairman Fremont Township
Randall Shaull Red Oak Township
Richard Kreinbring Springfield Township
Michael Walter Cass Township

1992 ASSISTANT DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

District Conservationist

Soil Conservationist

Soil Conservationist

Soil Conservation Technician
District Secretary

Rita Mays Farmington Township
Randy Mather Gower Township
Richard Zenishek Fremont Township
Steve Leazer Farmington Township
Joel Brown Pioneer Township
e sy

SOIL CONSERVATION
The future of the land is in our
hands. What we take from it
we must replace, in order to
preserve and protect our rich,
fertile soil for future generations.
Conservation is vital if we hope
to continue to enjoy the fruits of
our good earth.

¢

Lowden
944-5367

FEBRUARY

SPECIAL

SWEEPS and SHOVELS
Tru-Width™ sweeps
We have sweeps that fit almost all

brands of field cultivators and
chisel plows.

sharp point throughout the

Uniquely designed to maintain the original cutting width, Tru-Width sweeps retain a

ir working life. Farmers report John Deere's exclusive
Tru-Width sweeps give longer life and better performance than conventional sweeps on
nearly all brands of field cultivators and chisel plows.

SHANK ANGLE NUMBER REG.

deqgrees

Conventional field Get greater durability with

cultivator sweeps

and chisel plows.

SAVE 15%

and forged with a manufacturing process that provides consistent temper and improved
grain structure for longer wear. For John Deere and most other brands of field cultivators

these conventional John Deere sweeps. They're heat-treated,

NUMBER

REG

Strackbein's, Inc.

Tom Schwarz - 944-5219 - Wayne Deerberg - 886-6108 - Ed Noel - 374-1328

Lowden - 944-5393
Tipton - 886-3181




Sadeghpour, Chapman
Win Teacher Awards

Margaret Sadeghpour won the Iowa Soil Conser-
vation Teacher award in Division I for kinder-
garten through 8th grade. She has been teaching
4th, 5th and 6th grade science at Lincoln Elemen-
tary for 12 years. She teaches her students that
“Environmental awareness is a state of mind, a
way of thinking, a way of life.” Sadeghpour ex-
pands their environmental awareness through a
variety of hands-on experiences including a school
based recycling program for paper, tin cans and
milk jugs, pollution prevention efforts, the Adopt-
a-Highway program, tree and native vegetation
plantings on the school grounds and numerous
field trips.

Terry “Bubba” Chapman won the Iowa Soil Con-
servation Teacher award in Division II for grades 7
- 12. During the 2 years he has been teaching vo-
cational agriculture at the Monticello high school,
his students have developed and implemented a
conservation plan for the 40-acre school farm. The
plan included no-till planting, measuring residue,
laying out contours, measuring field borders, and
designing grass waterways and contour strips. The
students also built models of the practices to use
in the classroom and at field days. The Monticello
FFA chapter, under Terry's guidance, received a
1992 Earth Team Award from the USDA Soil Con-
servation Service for 164 hours of volunteer ser-
vice conducting a Conservation on Your Own field
day for area farmers and other conservation activ-
ities.

Banner Year
for Cedar .

In Cedar county,
145,000 acres of cropland

Cont. from page 1 ¢ i
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are classified as highly
erodible land. To remain
eligible for USDA pro-
grams, land users were re-
quired to develop a conser-
vation plan by 1990. They
must apply the plan as | -
scheduled by Jan. 1, 1995.

As I drive through the
county, there is no doubt

Rex Feed &
Elevator
Lowden

CRTTECSS

« Pumps

that many, many farmers
are making efforts to do a
better job of taking care of
their land. They should be
congratulated for their ef-
forts.

(SONSERUE TG 2DAY-

REAP THE REWARDS TOMORROW !

FOR RENT
2 JD 750 grain drills, 15,
with grass seed. $8.50
/acre, discounts for early
confirmed bookings and
volume acres.
FOR SALE
Tye 15’-no-till drill
JD 515 Drill w/Yetter no
-till cart
Used JD 750 no-till drill
after season
Several No-till Planters -
most sizes.
New Yetter Residue
managers
These work SUPER
New Yetter Fertilizer
openers
The BEST there is
New M & W minimum-till
rotary hoes, special pre-
season $
Dawn Planter attachments
Acra-Plant attachments
For All Your No-Till
and Conservation
Tillage Needs
Contact

OWIE

=

i

il

B

EQUIPMENT T
Hwy 38 North, Tipton, IA Q"J
319-886-6946 MEMBER F.D.IC.

You know us-

We know you
...that's what
really matters.

We're not much for
using superlatives-
always someone
out there who
has a better this
or that....but we'd
go nose to nose
with anyone when it comes to
quality of our personal service
and comununity comunitment.

TATE BANK
\mél BENNETT INSURANCE

236 Main « Bennett

LATTA

Well & Pump

« Well Drilling
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Environmental Ed
Committee Has
Many Projects

The Environmental Ed-
ucation committee is made
up of representatives from
each school in Cedar
county, the Cedar County
Conservation Board, USDA
Soil Conservation Service,
Cedar Soil and Water Con-
servation District and
Cedar County Extension
Service.

The committee meets
several times a year and is
involved with the following
projects: poster contest for
grades 4-8, scholarship
competition for senior high
school students interested
in continuing their educa-
tion in agriculture or envi-
ronmental fields, Arbor
Day celebration providing
tree seedlings to all third
grade students in Cedar
county, tours, teacher in-
service presentations, en-
vironmental newsletter,
environmental education
to classes, teacher and
leadership camp sponsor-
ships, education materials
and displays, resource
packets, resource books
and an outstanding educa-

 Water Systems
- Repairs and Service

Call: 732-3721

Wilton, lowa

or 1-888-354-3161

tor award each year.

The 1992 scholarship
awards presented to senior
high school students at
graduation last spring in-
cluded Brad Chapman
from Tipton, attending
Iowa State University and
Jeffrey Hennings from
Bennett, attending Musca-
tine Community College.

“Our Treasured Trees”
was the theme for the
1992 Poster Contest. All
participants received pen-
cils and cash awards were
given to first place poster
winners per grade for each
school. First place poster
winners included Grant
Mast, Matthew Lange and
Nicole Wenndt from Clar--
ence-Lowden; Cody Cham-
berlain, Allison Litscher
and Holly Robinson from
Lincoln and Erika Barglof
and Josh Rouse  from
Bennett. Fifty dollar sav-
ings bonds were also
awarded for the 2 top
posters: Shandon Hoff-
meier of Clarence-Lowden
and Abby Regennitter of
Bennett.

USED TRACTORS
Versatile 946 4WD, 20.8R38,
500 hrs., Like new ...Call
Ford TW-20 w/cab, sharp 19,750
-| Ford 9700 w/cab & air ..... 17,750
Ford 4610 SU, Idr. ........... 12,250

JD 160 Lawn Tractor

w/bagger
Ford YT16 w/42" mower .... 1,550

USED COMBINES

NH TR96, 168 hrs. ......... In Soon
NH TR85, 1,150 hrs ........ 34,500
NH 973-24' Flex Head ...In Soon
NH TR86, 973-16' ...........65,000
NH TR70, '79 Cat, hydro . 17,950
NH 972-20' Flex Head ....... 5,750
NH 972-15' Flex Head ....... 4,250
NH 974-N6 Corn Head ..In Soon

e

th do

893-2272

AGENCY
893-2242

Think Conservation!

you th;‘nnk

‘would happen if each
and every one of us:

Planted a tree? ® Turned off an unnecessary
light? ® Reused products instead of buying
new? ® Refused to use plastic shopping
bags? ® Recycled! ® Or 1001 other things
that would help improve the environment?

The answer is simple. Our planet would
thrive, our environment would be healthier
and the world would be a better place for
us and our children.
Mechanicsville
Trust and
Savings Bank
Ph. 432-7291

NH 974-N6 Corn Head ......9,750

USED PLANTERS
Kinze 12RN, rear fold
no-tiltiis nniain . 14,950
JD 7000 12 RN front hyd.
foldih i Al g ity 19,750
JD 7000 12 RN man. fr. fold, -
N.T: coivssis ol 2750
JD 7000 6 RN, residue
Managers .......cooveeres 7,950
Ford 354 4RW Planter ......... 750
Great Plains 15’
SptaDrills s In Soon
Tye 7' 3 pt. Drill ....1,495
USED EQUPMENT
Brent 600 Wagon ............. 5,950

Snow Co. Grain Cleaner ....1,250
American 8x41 Auger, Elec........

Motor, Like New
NH 489 Haybine ................ 3,950
Glencoe 16'9" Soil Saver...4,750
Glencoe 13'9" Soil Saver...3,750
Glencoe 30" Soil

Einisher il iiaan i 7,950
Glencoe 20'3" Soil

Finisheris. i e 8,950
JD 1000 - 24-1/2' Field

Cultivator .......coeeevveivnnes 3,250
JD 72512 RN Front Mtd.

Cultivator ........cc.ocvvvnnee. 6,950
JD Cultimulcher ................. 1,275

NH 851 Round Baler.......... 5,750

Ford 910 Rotary Cutter

Ford « New Holland - Versatile

FarmHand - Glencoe « Kuhn
Brent - Kinze - Tye

BENNETT
FORD TRACTOR

Bennett, la. 319-693-2275
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Walker Develops River Marsh And Timber

by Pat Kroemer

Who would buy 133 acres of river
marsh and timber? Someone who
dreams of what the marsh can become
and what the timber can provide for
wildlife. Someone who enjoys hunting
and fishing and developing something
out of nothing.

Morris Walker, 68, Clarence, pur-
chased the marshy property, which runs
along the Cedar River north of Cedar
Bluff, in 1989.

The 53 tillable acres located there
have been seeded with a cover crop of
alfalfa and clover and will lay idle 10
years in the CRP (Conservation Reserve
Program).

“The Soil Conservation Service (SCS)
cost shared the seeding twice,” Walker
explained. “It floods and washes the
seeding out.

“l would like to put 10 acres in a
wetland program,” he said. “The wetland
area would be in the program for life.”

Walker has worked with the SCS for
several years on different projects. In
1975 he sold his stock cattle and only
crop farmed. He terraced about 300 of
his 650 acre farm south of Clarence.

“I was worried about erosion around
the creeks at the home place,” he added.
“The terracing worked very good for us.

“Our Cedar Bluff property is my
hobby,” he said. “I enjoy going there and
watching the wildlife.”

After the Walkers purchased the

Soil Conservation is
Important to Our Future!

The Liqui-Grow Program adapts well to Soil Conservation.

Split Nitrogen - Banded P & K
Injected N & P & K - Starter Fertilize;/

Morris Walker

Sandy Schroeder, Manager L
Paul Baker l/l 7ow.
‘grry Kapinski BALANGED FERTILZERS
ary Bentrott Tibt
- pton, lowa
RelRlggs Phone 886-3200

We proudly support Conservation.

Get An Application Job
You Can Depend On

The environment is important to everyone.
It is, after all, our source of both income and
enjoyment.

At your local cooperative, we can help you
profitably grow crops while protecting the
environment. It requires a careful balance of
production inputs, experience and Best
Management Practices.

Let's work together to protect our priceless
resources — for generations to come.

Q nSBes DG e SpcSons

Clarence Cooperative Co.
Clarence © Olin * Stanwood * Martelle

property they cleaned up the poor bushy
trees and planted approximately 2,500
seedlings. A forester recommended the
type of trees the Walkers should plant.
They've planted walnut and hickory for
the nuts and dogwood for the berries.

They replaced about 200 seedlings
last year using a tree planter from the
Cedar County Conservation Board. They
ordered Shellback Hickory and Bald Cy-
press, known to grow well in wet areas,
to plant this spring.

“I'm going to invest in tree tubes this
year,” he said. “The 4 foot tubes will fit
around the seedlings and protect them
from the deer and rabbits that eat
them.”

The Walkers have spent from 75
cents to $1 each for the 18 inch to 24
inch seedlings. This size seems to plant
well in the tree planter and can be pur-
chased at a reasonable price if you order
more than 100. The tree protectors
Walker has ordered this year cost $3.25
each, but he feels they will save a lot of
trees. :

“I like to plant larger trees because I
don’t have much time to wait,” Walker
said. “The deer ate most everything
down so I sprayed the trees last fall to
keep the deer away.”

Walker and his wife, Bernita, planted
acorns and hickory nuts last fall and are
anxious to see if they come up.

To help feed the wildlife in the area,
Walker planted 4 acres to corn last year.

This year he will tear up and replant 2
acres for the wildlife.

“We've seen some wild turkeys in the
area,” he added. “There aren’t too many
pheasants since the area floods the
birds out in the spring.”

Several springs located on the prop-
erty are home to wood ducks and geese.
“I'm planning to put nesting houses out
there for the geese this year,” Walker
said. “I already have wood duck houses
and have seen the ducks use the
houses.”

Walker likes to visit his property and
watch the wildlife travel through. He
hasn't hunted anything yet, but he one
day hopes to bag his own deer. He sat in
a deer blind once for the experience.

“I've never hunted deer before,” he
added. “My grandsons and son-in-law
have hunted on the property.”

Walker grew up in Louisiana hunting
and fishing. He remembers people who
had cabins for weekends. After moving
to Iowa Walker had very little time
between farming and raising a family to
hunt and fish.

“Farming never left me too much time
for hunting and fishing,” he said.
“Purchasing this timber was my retire-
ment dream.”

Walker looked at other property on
the river, but found most was in great
demand. The Walkers have no cabin on
their land because of the flooding, but

Cont. on page 7

' SOIL 6 Jusl
' SPECIALISTS |

~

EVERYTHING IN SOILS

Let Me Assist You with
FIELD LAYOUT « FARM PLAN - TILLAGE CHOICES

CONSULTATION - EVALUATION
MANAGEMENT - CUSTOM FARMING

Wayne D. Frederick
Soil Scientist

G&E

ON THE MOVE

. Clarence, IA

"I'he Inside Story
' &m/ﬁm"q/

DID YOU KNOW THAT IN EVERY
BUSHEL OF BEANS THERE IS

7

11 Lb. Qil
49 Lb. Meal

Why Accept Less?

Extrude Your Beans For Full Value.
Make Your Money Work As Hard As You Do.

- Store

Phone 452-3221

West Branch, lowa
Ph.: (319) 643-5900

$4.95
4.82
$9.77

Farm

ON THE MOVE




1995 Preparation
Cont. from page 3

while this system takes hold. Earth-
worms should start to re-establish and
will help develop structure in your soil
while helping in infiltration rates and
aeration of the soil.

with 40% residue or more you might still i

follow these recommendations. These
higher residues will only be maintained
by minimal tillage such as a light disk-
ing or field cultivation.

If you have not thought of things such
as the example above then you will want

Even if your system calls for mulch till to soon.

Morris Walker
~ Cont. from page 6

have a hook-up for their travel trailer
and have taken it there.

“When I first purchased the property I
was primarily interested in the river
bank that runs 80 rods along the west
side,” he said. “I thought about planting
it all in trees, but I'm glad I didn't.”

After he purchased the property, the

and laid them in the sun to dry. When
they returned later they discovered the
squirrels had carried the nuts away.
That fall the area squirrels had them-
selves an easy harvest. The next year a
friend gave the Walkers 60 Buckeyes to
plant. When they returned they found
the squirrels had gathered them up too.

The Walkers farmed Bernita's family

Walker grandchildren took a lot of time farm south of Clarence from 1948 to
and gathered 2 five gallon buckets of 1986. They raised hogs, cattle, beans

nuts from the area. They washed them

and corn.

Reap the Profits |
of Good Soil

We Encourage You to...
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A residue management seminar will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 18
at the Amvets hall in Lowden. Pictured above is Doug Ensminger, soil con-
servationist, demonstrating the proper technique to measure crop residue.

Care for Your Land..

...By using, not abusing our wealth of natural
resources. The land should be treated with

respect, so that we all may benefit from its
rich supply of food, fiber and minerals. As a
farmer, you can see to it that what we take
from the land is given back... by replenishing
and conserving... rotating crops and irrigating.
using the land to its fullest, yet leaving time
and space for regrowth. As a farmer, you can
provide a vital contribution to the future of
this nation... by keeping our precious land
thriving for generations to come.

Conservation
Practices

It makes sense
for you and for
the generations
to come.

The Future Is In YOUR Hands! Practice Farm

Serving you for 118 years
Conservation And Reap The Rich Rewards!

West Branch State Bank

127 West Main, West Branch - Phone 643-5344
MEMBER F.D.I.C.

STIRc ATOR

NEW SLIM-LINE PROFILE ALLOWS 12 INCHES
ADDITIONAL DRYING OR STORAGE SPACE!

Cedar Soil
Conservation District

DESIGN W LOUBLE

Increase drying capacity,
improve Grain Quality and ¢
lower your drying costs with ¢
a Grain Bin Stir-Ator!

Update your existing
grain bins and enjoy
our extended

~ WINTER DISCOUNTS

On DMC StireAtors, Drying Floors, Fans,

Heaters and other Grain Related items!

Perforated Plank Floor for Grain Drying
Convert your Storage Bins with a Call Us For
Hog

Plank Floor and Steel Supports for
Grain Drying, Cooling & Aeration Confinement
Equipment

Drawing On ’Ibdayl’s Strengths To
Preserve Tomorrow’s Dreams-FS.

careful balance between Mother Nature and your
bottom line profits. £

To learn more about the FS Green Plan® and
how we can work together for a better tomorrow,
talk to your FS Crop Specialist.

(BUTLER)

AGRI-BUILDER

Butler Manufacturing

The image of the family farm has changed
dramatically in recent years. But its heart hasn't.

Take crop input management, for example. Your
FS Crop Specialist knows that simply prescrib-
ing the right fertilizers, herbicides and insecticides
isn't good enough. That’s why he used the Green
Plan to develop a program that maintains a

Good Products, Good Service...
And Good People.

Since 1964
Custom
Builders

dba Agricultural
Building Service

: /ff/// Tipton, lowa
Ph. 886-6196
ask for

Rob Bohnsack

\
\

Cedar-Johnson Farm Service

Tipton - 886-2145
Bennett - 893-2292 Mechanicsville « 432-7201

@ 1992 GROWMARK, Inc. CO6800A
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New Faces At SCS

“I hope to continue doing what I'm
doing the best I can,” Bunch said. “My
purpose here is to continue receiving all
the experience I can.’

Bunch said he thought someday he'd
move back to the south.

Doug Ensminger, 27, grew up on a
farm in northeast Missouri, with a
Farmington, Iowa address. He attended
Northeast Missouri State, graduating in
1987 with a degree in Ag Business.

He served an internship his senior
year in college with the Clark county
SCS and then worked there after grad-
uation as a technician assistant. He did
surveys, design and layouts for ponds,
terraces and other projects.

He had enough soil courses in college
to become a soil conservationist.

In the fall of 1987 he joined the SCS
in Davenport as a soil conservationist
and was there for 3 years. In October
1990 he went to Burlington and worked
as a soil conservation technician, where
he stayed until accepting the Cedar
county job in December 1992.

Ensminger is now busy doing farm
status reviews of highly erodible land.
He discusses conservation practices with
the farmer and helps them plan grass

Cont. from page 1

strips, waterways and crop rotation.

“Our basic goal is to educate and in-
form the farmer of his obligation to
comply with the 1985-90 farm bills,” he
explained.

Because of Ensminger's experience,
he makes recommendations to the
farmer without having to report to the
district conservationist.

“I like the interaction with the clients,”
Ensminger said. “It's nice to get out into
the territory and see your recommenda-
tions in practice.”

Ensminger explained that it takes a
lot of planning to control erodible soil. It
can be anything from no-tilling to crop
rotation, contour strip farming or terrac-
ing.
“We want the operator happy with the
compliance the government has made,”
he added.

Any farmer who has received federal
funds has to comply with the 1985-90
farm bill by Jan. 1, 1995.

The SCS staff uses ASCS (Agricultural
Stabilization Conservation Service) con-
tour and soil maps. Through these maps
and discussions with the farm operator
the SCS can verify the actual landscape
and then develop a plan.

Helping Cedar County Farmers with

Conservation
Equipment

since 1966

DAVIS Farm Equipment

conservation tillage.

your weeds and grasses.

Hwy. 130 E., Tipton, IA
Phone 886-6177

When performance counts, depend on the strength of
Bicep?the highly soluble herbicide for conservation tillage.
Bicep washes off crop residue and moves right into the
soil, quickly reaching the weed germination zone. Once
there, Bicep bonds with the soil and breaks down slowly,
assuring you of season-long control of tough weeds and grasses.
Bicep can be applied up to 30 days prior to planting and doesn't have to be
incorporated. Plus, it isn't necessary to increase the application rate of Bicep for

Ask us how the high-performance of Bicep can work undercover to control

Remember - Bicep can be applied
up to 30 days prior to planting!

Cedar County Co-op

Bicep®is a Restricted Use Pesticide. Always read and follow label directions.
Bicep®is a trademark of CIBA-GEIGY Corporation. US. Patent Na 3937730.

102 Cedar Street

Tipton - Ph. 886-6175

Each operator receives an application another county.

schedule which tells when he or she

needs to begin specific practices on their Cedar county and invite farmers to come
€0 Sp : e in and talk to the SCS staff about

Future plans for Ensminger are to one conservation practices they would like to

land.

day become a district conservationist in implement.

Residue Management
Seminars Planned

Representatives from 4
equipment companies will
speak on equipment for
high residue farming at 3

meetings Feb.

meetings will be held in
Eldridge - Farm Bureau -
9:30 a.m.; Welton - Buzzy's
- 1:30 p.m.; Lowden -

Amvets - 7 p.m.

~ The company reps will Yetter

each tell how their system
works for high residue as
well as no-till and reduced
tillage systems in general.
Each company will also
have a farmer at the meet-
ings who is using their
equipment to talk about
what they are doing and
how it is working for them.

The companies and
their reps attending the
meetings are Mark Larson,
Manufacturing;

Sunflower.

18. The

Conservation Begins with YOU!

Conserve Your Equipment
and Facilities, Too.
KEEP THEM CLEAN

with a TEM Pressure Washer!

Many Trade-In Units Available

CALL NOW!

Tipton Electric Motors
107 W. 2nd, Tipton - Phone 886-3134

Spike tooth har-
rows combined
with a rolling reel
breaks up clods
to produce an
ideal seedbed.

ONLYA
GLENCOE SOIL FINISHER

Has 5-Year Frame & Shank Leaf Guarantee!

Smooth The Way To ore Prfit
With 1-Pass Tillage!

A Glencoe Soil Finisher saves you time and fuel on
secondary tillage. Here’s how you build a smooth, aerated
seedbed and reduce compaction in the process:

Front-mounted adjustable disc gang cuts crop residue
and smooths the soil.

High-clearance cultivator shanks stir and aerate the soil,
incorporate fertilizers and chemicals.

5-year frame and shank leaf guarantee for trouble-free
operation. :

Hunwardsen Equipment - Clarence « Ph. 452-3246

FARMHAND INC. Setting the Standard

Both Bunch and Ensminger enjoy

Dean Holst, Rawson Coul-
ters; Mark Mays, Buffalo
Till and Vic Christensen,

The meetings will con-
clude with a panel discus-
sion where farmers will
have the opportunity to
ask questions and partici-
pate in discussion with the
speakers. Anyone having
questions on residue man-
agement or related topics
should plan to attend.




