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INSIDE IOWA 
News of 
Interest 

A guy'~ car breaks d0\\.0 
on a rural road on the ""ay to 
a JOb mterview. He cu~ his 
lud •• ge~ out. pops the hood 
and peers mto the smol..ing 
engine_ After a few moment!. 
with no succ:e\\, he hears 
'>Qmeone <.ay 

"Reckon il's your spark· 
plugs, mate 

The man looks up and 
around, wondering "ho is 
speaking nobod)' then:_ He 
goe!'t bad. to poking around 
under the hood when, once 
agam 

'Budd)' ll's your spark 
plug~ 

The ntan look~ up again 
and ~ees nobod)'. JU'il a 
hro.,.. n horse and a blad. 
hor~ pecnng over the near­
b)' lenc-e .it him. He lool..s 
bad: under hi" hood when he 
hearsagam 

".-\re )'OU an ad1ot 1 It's 
)'oursparl..-plugs!'" 

He looks up once more 
and sees the blar.::k h~ rear­
mg up on Jh hmd-legs and 
~houtinr. .tt ham " I t's your 
srark-plu~s' Your spark 
plu~s!' 

I11e ~uy, in a fit of panic, 
'\cites h1" brtdco\.~e from hb 
had !<f'-•1 JU~I .h the hor e 
l~!.lps the- len(.:e ;md <;tarts 
wa!Lmg toward the car The 
man !>pnnts aY.a~ down the 
road m the oppo~1te direct1on 
until he <:omes tu d nearby 
small 'lll11~o: ShaJo.mg. Jecl­
inlf.. ~d .. he tdh 1l1c IO\."aJ. 
mCl.-hanir.: Y..herc he leh the 
~-ehl~ 1e and amillges for him 
to pick 11 up and fh 1t for 
I \I> ice the usual rate He 
bncfly o.:on~ider. going to the 
pnhcc but decide~ no one 
'10.111 bt-he\e him He in,tead 
dud;<i mtu the nenre .. t pub 
and •m dov.n m the comer 
hentuall). he plud~ up the 
cou1a~e to get htmse lf a 
dnnJ.. 

"You nJ..uy buddy. you 
Joolo. ti~e yuu'\e ~een a 
gho~l. Wh<~t's the mutte r"1' 

a"k-" the !,;mender. lbe man 
consider-; telling h•s story 
and d~·•des to go ahead with 
it. The bartender listens 
tntently. and finall}'. as the 
man's story ~:om~ to lb coo 
du~IOI\ he S<I}S "Thai's 
,,3.lingt That"! in..:redible 

T\loo ho~s up the road. }'OU .. , 
"'teah," rephes the man. 

"'Sr.:m:d me half to deuth 
'ly,·o hor">e, .-\ bind; one 

and a bm.,.,n one' 
"Yeah " 
"And tt was the black one 

who mcnt1oned your spark 
plugs·l" 

"Yeah," replies the man. 
wondering where the har­
ti!ndt:r is going with thJs 

"No , that'~ goodl" 
exclaims the bartender, 
relieved . "' The brown one 
doe~n't knO\\- anything about 

""' I rcaJJ7.e thai the SOIUI!OOS 

to man} uf our problems m 
Tama County toda}' will not 
llkel} come from yelling 
hof"e~ . II ;;eems strange to 
even have to as\. this mo-.t 
baste of que!'.uon:. • ··What's 
the problem"" In our fast 
paced day-to-day often we 
are 'iO bu.~y findmg soluuons 
to problems that haven't 
been defined. It was Wayne 
Cordeiro that said "You can· 
not rectify problems if you 
denylhatthe}'exist' 

Spend the nell.t ..... eek nnd 
take the time to notJCI! all 
that IS good and all thllt i~n 't 
in and around our county. Be 
honest and really look I 
think you'll stan to see that 
the solutions arc nght there 
in front of us 

Don't be alam1ed if you 
hear a blatk hor;c yelling 
about spark plug~ - he lnows 
Y..hat he's talk.mg about .:) 
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SOH- AND WATER DISTRICT 
ANNUAL REPORT 

Tama SWCD observes 75th Anniversary 
Tama Soil & -.ere ftr..t 11!\tl!d in Tama County. ~tah: cost· 

Water Conserva- share programs began. tile outlet terrace~ were 
t1on District introduced. and increased state and federal 
(Tama SWCD) interest in water quality and soil consen·ation 
celebrated 1ts 75th e~panded the duties ol District Commissionel"i. 
ann1versary on The Distnct established an educatton commit 
January 2L 20 17, tee, beginnmg Its commitment 10 pro\ ide out· 
and the District door education to future generations. This com­
has witnes .. ed minee initiated an annual fifth grade outdoor 
many change~ da~sroom in 1974 and the annual distribution 
through the }Ca~. of tree seedlings to si~th graders in 1981 , b01h 

Tam a SWCD .ctivitlt!>CQnunued to this da} 
was e~tablished on Watershed Projects 

JanuaJ} 21. 19-12 for the purpose of presen·ing l be firo;t of Tama SWCD's many wat!!r.:.hed 
the natural re!>ources of this count}' Its first projects bt:gan in the 1980~. finding the Distnct 
goals v.ere to edu~;atc fannen. of the need tor c~tabli,hing pannel">hips with numerous state 
contoured rov. patterns and commercial feniliz- and federal agencies Iowa State Universit}' 
cr. Bromt!'gra~s and binhfoot trefoil were intro· watershed re~ean:h 'tudies were conducted.the 
duced in order to improve pastures District cooperated with local implement deal 

Dunng WWIJ, Dist ri ct Commi~sione rs ers to make intcrseeders and no~till planters 
worked with the Agriculrural AdJU'tnu:nt Act avail:lble for producers, and the fim D"trict· 
Comm ntec (now USDA-Fann Service Agency) owned machmel) was purchased for public U!>C 
111 establishing production guah. The 1950s in order to encourage conservation practH.:e~ 
found Tnma SWCD beginn1ng to help the More recent eh~nlles in the agricultura l 
Conunittte administer federal conservntton pro- industry indude a shift to fewer but larger 
grnms. Fanning practices ~tarted making major fuming and Jive't~J.. operations. Both appear 
changes tn the 1960s- graded terraces began to have locally increa'ed pressure on tO\\ crop 
to be installed. and farmer<; experimented with production. somettmes to lhe detriment ol our 
minimum tillage practices , count)'s soli conservation and water quahty 

ln the 1970s, ne"" state\\ ide ~o•llos~ Jay,s eflorts. Ho .... ever . increased focus on soil 

RIGHT- Cole Moody of D}Mtrt reechoed Tama SWCD's 
2016 scho larship for grudua tin g high school seniors fur ­
thering their education in agriculture or nalurnl resources. 
He was presented "' ith t\\O scho lars hips on his sen ior 
awards night last spring , 300 from the J)istrict and $600 
from Conservaiioo Districts of lowa as its Region 7 "'inner. 
Col.e is curreotl) majoring in Agriculture and Societ) at 
lo\\a State UnhersitJ. 

RIG l-IT· Tama SWCO husts several outrca~h 
eHnt:. throughout the }ear. llere Todd Hincgurd· 
ner or Montour's North Star Fish Hatcher) dis· 
cusses fiSh biolog) nith 237 fifth graders from n~e 
Tama Count) school districts at Tama SWCD'~ 
5th Grade Outdoor Classroom at Otter Creek 
Park last Ma), 

health, water quality, and the imponance ot 
v.etland' and c-rop diversification finds us redis· 
covering lessons learned b}· generations long 
pa~t and holdtng ney, hope forthe future. 
~one of the District's efforts of lhe past 75 

yea!'\ could have been po~sible without the for­
lltude, r.:urios11y. and dedicalion of countless 
men and y,omen throughout Tama Count}'. Its 
immeasurable gratitude goes to them- the 
inno\-·aton. the role models. the protectors of 
our count}' '>Oil and water te!>OUrce~ 

Commisboners . Asi!>stanb 
Special thanks go to those who ha\-e served 

a' Tama S.Oil & Water District Commis~ionerS 
and As$i~tant Commissioners: E.P. Skrable, 
Roben Lyon, Fred Broene, Williwn Kremcnak. 
Chfron:l R}'an. George Kos. Forrest Hill. John 
Nonon. Roben Smith. George Hauser. Howard 
L)"On. llarold I Iiggins. Robert Smith, Harold 
Stump. Melvin Kupka, Lester Lenhan, J. Hllll)' 

Scurr, Robcn Wiese, Joe Lyon, Welb}' Dixon, 
Ken Brucnc, Robert Fontinel, Dan Bruenc, 
L trry LortnLt'll Duvc McMillan, Frank Bro. 
Rich Havran, Ru.ssell L}'On, Pntricia Kadmms, 
Ferd K'>'idera. Dennis Emle. Yvette Berner, 
Mclod}' Bro. Dennis Wieben. Stanley Dostal. 
Cathy Wieck, Andy Chyma. Rollie Haynes. 
David Beane . Dean McKenna. Chris Behrens, 
Jody Kasal. Jefl Bruene , \1ike Snider. Chad 
Mus..,ig , and John Kopri\-a 

IO\\A 's 100 SWCD'i arc 
each go\ emed b) fhe com­
missionef"i "ho are publicly 
elected on a non-partisan 
baslo. for staggered four-year 
tenns. OnJy one con~ 
er may 'ief"\-C from any one 
tO\\nShip. Tama SWCD's 
2016 commiss ioners were 
(left to right) John Kopriva 
(Perry Tomtship), Lou Ellen 
Drown ( Indian Village 
Township). Jack Boyer 
(Grant TO\\nShip) , Jan 
Wobeter (Otter Creek Town­
ship) nnd Dean McKenna 
!Clark To" n'ihip) . Man) 
tltanJG. to Dean and John fOI" 
their n'WI} )ears of scrvke! 
Their replacements \\ere 
clocltd in the ~o'ember 2016 
Gencrnl Ek.>ction and began 
wnice in JanuaJ) 2017: Jen­
nifer Vazquez-Koster (Rich­
land To\\ nship l and AI 
Sc haOwch <C la rk Town­
ship). 
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REINBECK COURIER 

Whannel Farms/ David and Pam McKinle). Lundo"uu/Teuant A"ard: Tanu. SWCD'!t 2016 
Lundo"nerffenant Auard "as presented to Larr) and Margaret Stone of l:.lkader and their operators, Oa"id 
and Pam McKinleJ or rursl Traer. The Whannel family farm. owned by Margaret and her brothers, featum 
numerous const>nation praclic:es. Highlights include nathe grass strips on the farm''i crop ground, w-ildlife 
habitat and CRP uetland prnctires in the WolfCreek floodplaln . 

2016 Tama County Soil And Conservation 
Award Winners 

l\lar'ihall and Diane Mussig, Ne" Windbreak 
A"ard: Marshall and Diune Mussig of rural Glad­
brook recehed Tama SWCI>'s 2016 New Windbr<'ak 
A nard for the CRP shelterbelt on the north side 
their farmstead. Wlnd\\Urd shrubs begin the 
of !ilo"ing "inter "ind~, follo"ed by a snow catch 
native gra~scs and Oo"ers and finally ro"s of ever-
greens closest to their home. ""'-""'='--''--

LEI-T- David and .Julie Hlnegardner, Local Produc­
tion Award: l>avid and Julie llinegardner, rural Mon· 
tour, rccch•ecl Tama SWCil'~ Local Production Awurd 
in the award's inuuguru l yrru. Their orchard has been 
family-operated ~ince 1960 and has grown to about 
3,000 apple trees in 22 varieties. In addition lo the 
orchard . the Hinegardners' other fresh produce ven· 
lures include pears , stra" berries, raspberries, melorn. 
squash. and pumpkim. 

ABOVE AND BELOW- J, llarr) and Janet 5(urr. 
Established Windbreak Auard: Tama SWCD's 2016 
E<iitablished Windbreak Auard was presented to J , 
Harry and Janet Srurr of rural Gilman. Their heavily­
"ooded farmstead features an evergrren windbreak to 
protctl their home 11nd !oeveral anes of trees \\hic:h 
remain from a Chris-tmas tree plantation. Harr) is a 
former Tama SWCI> Commissioner and is a Past Pres­
ident of the Jo"a AMociution of Soil & Water Constr­
'ation l>istrirt Commissioners. 

Garnln . \Jau no'i an l:arh dnpll"r ur ..:uu-r ~rUJ>~ 
during the recent rcvhal of lbb-eon~rvation pro&ctln: 
and partner~ cover ~·rop' '' lth other mana~ernent 
strategies such as no-till, lie has also served as a ctner 
crop mentor for many other area farmers and ba'i 
taken great 5lridt'3 to educate others about this prac­
tfc:e. 

Ketrie,•er Haven Hunting C lub LC. Wlldllfr 
Award: Retrie\'er Uau~n Huntinl! Club. located wuth 
of 'lama. i!i truly a nildliJc mecca. The LC. comprised 

.--------------------------:;:-------, ~~!o~~:;o":~ ~~iem;;~~e~~;•.\t~ell~~f:'"h~~~!:! ~~~~ 

and enter your nama to 

Win a 
pairot 
tickets! 

practices such as food plob and "etJand dc,eJopmeot , 
Here Jrff Dunham is shown after a successful fall 
pheasant hunt. 

TA~IA COU"TY RESIDENTS 
Sinus problems from road dust? 

.... The 

I 

Oust Suppression 
Profess1onally Applied By· 
JERICO SERVICES INC. 

lnd•anoia. Iowa • 515.961 6207 
Please call our office for more detatls 

The deadline for sign up is April 7'h 
.. Do11 'tput itoff .... Put it down!" 
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AWARD 
WINNERS 

LEFT- Mark Pokorn) , 
Frlrnd or Conservallon: 

3taU: \..lr.it·,O•n: rrvcr.mt •na ACCUIRpii)Amr:au 
Tam a SoU & Water Con.wn ation District 

Sute Fiscal Yev:!OI ~ -zou, 

Iowa F'mancla.l Lactathts Program: Cost Share 

SFY 150bligJ1cdCat1')o\cr 

SFYI6Aikxation 

TransfermLRecalled 

Spen!..Obhgated 

Balance as of June 30, 2016 

Iowa Financial Jnceath ts Progn m: Management Practice 

SFY 15 Obligated CBIT)"O"er 

FY 16 A !location 

Transferred/Recalled 

SpcnLObligated 

Balance as of June 30, 2016 

R~urct Enbanetmtnt and Protection Program: FortStr'J"atin Grassts 

SFY 15 Obligated Carryo"er $4,493.87 

SFYI6AIIoc.auon 

Transfmed/Recalled 

As a rumer aod Former 
totnplo)'et> of Tam• SWCD, 
Mark Pokorny or rural 
Clutier Is ven Fa miliar 
wllh conservaiion prac­
tkes. Among other constr­
vatlon management tools , 
Mark ha!l !)eeded cover 
rrops for several years 
and has been a long-term 
cover rrop research pllrl· 
ner wllh Practical Farm­
ers or Iowa . He Is also a 
contractor for the SWCD 
and operates the District's 
no-till native drill to ..eed 
and intei"'W'Cd C'RP planti­
ngs, 'lntall grains, ~ta'l~l 
water~a y'i a nd cove r 
crops For a rea fa rm er \. 
With his u tensh e cover 
crop C:\petlt>ncc. M ark has 
sen ed a ~ a cove r crop 
mentor and con .. en atlon 
amba)sador for man y 
) t ars. 

Scott Sha dde n , O"ntr/Oprra tor Award: Scott 
hadden or rural Tama recthOO Ta ma SWCD s 201 6 

O"ner/Ope.rator Award. Sco tt '!. farming operation 
includes dedicating his home farm to organk rrrtif'tta­
tion . He utilizes many con ~Prvatlon praclictS in this 
farm 's management plan, influding coHr crops. fk•ld 
bordei'!J. terraces, grassed "aterwA) S and mort. 

SpentObhgated 

Balance as of June 30,2016 

Resource Enh• neementud ProtK' tion Pr0$;r.m: 11nu:tlus 

SFY 15 Obligated Carryover 

SFY 16 Allocation 

RI G HT- Each spring, 
Tama S WC J) join <o th e 
nation in ctlc bnuing Soil 
& W a te r S tewa rd \ hlp 
W ed b) 'i po n ~o rin g a 
~ rocc rJ 'iack d eco ra ting 
conte<. t. 1 he contesl' o; 201 6 
the me wa\ " \Yc All Nee-d 
T r e-es;· a nd th e co nte"t 
dre ~ 288 e ntri e'i rr om 
th i rd . ro u r th a nd rirth 
grade,..; rrom th roughout 
th e cou nt). He r r count) · 
wid e- ~inn tr S ha nt e ll 
Bertc h or O)~rt -Gent-\etl 
Ele m enta ry dl 'lpht)!J her 
winning urt" ork . The dec­
o r ated paprr ~ r oc er) 
o;ack o; \ ba r ed the ) r&r ''i 
th em(' a 1 T errJ · .., Food 
Cente r In I>J'!II rl. ll om e­
t o" n Food 'i i n lrae r , 
f r unck 's In Rl'lnbc<'k and 
Fa reway in ToiNSo. 

Transferred/Recalled 

Spcni/Obhgattd 
Balance as of June 30, 2016 

Cost-share expended also mdudcd state-<ontroltcd funding: $17,608.60 of 
Water Quality lmtiati .. c-Statewidc and S4-'.S 15 42 of Water Quaht} lniuati\·e­
Demonstration ProjKts 

Practices Applied to tbe Land· All Co~t-~hare 'iourcn 

(O\er Crop 1.88164 

Gnde StabtlizatiOO Structure I 00 

Grassed Water\\ a)' 8.0-1 " 
Nttrogen Spnng Pre-Plant 511!82 " Nitrogen Spht Apphcauon •• " 
l'ittrogen lnhibttor 1815 " 
No-tiiLStnpTill l.M0.17 

Phosphorus Band A ppliW 76 " Phosphorus Rate at Crop Remo\al 46 

Water & Sediment ContrOl Ba.o,m I 

Windbreak ' " 
ANNUA L FI NANCIAL Rt: PORT 

Ta ma Soil & Water Con.Se i"'Yation District 
State Fi:.cal Year 2015 2016 

!
Rrn>lyiog Fund 
BalanceonhandJul) 1,2015 
Recetpl$ 
Expenditures 
Blllance on hand June JO. 2016 

District Emplo\ cc fyod 

Balance on hand Jul)' I 2015 
Recet pts 
Expenditures 
Balance on hand June 30, 2016 

Ctrlificatts o( lleposit 
Balance on hand July I . 2015 
Interest Accrued 
Expendttures 
Value June 30, 20 16 

554.569.18 
s 186.612.91 
-$99.343.71 
$141.838.38 

517,729.61 
59,667.98 

-S11.743.66 
Sl5.653.93 

$18.347.45 
Sl9.94 
-SO.OO 

$18,387.39 

S ince J98J , Tama S WC D has dona ted tree seedlings to the county ' o; si:<th 
graden each ., pr[n~. 348 Sbth graders recehed seedlinJ!!!i last J ear. Ta ma &WCD 
abo dono~ ted 75 ~lings to Greton M ountain-Carw[n's ele mentary ca mpru a nd 58 
'iteftlln g.\ to t he T a m a Count) Consenation Uoard ro r u~e in its public areas 
through the county. 

Benton!fama Nutrient 
Reduction Project 

) Shelby Wllllums 
rhe Oentonflama Projet:t is located v.-ithm the water· 

sheds ol Rod .. , Pratt. and lower Wolf creel...s within Ben· 
ton. Black ll awk, and Tama Cou01ies. The primary 
objecti ve is to demon~trntc and implement nutrient reduc. 
tion prnctu;l!,. as identified 111 the Iowa Nutrient Reduc· 
lion Strategy. on cropland acre~. Phase II of the project 
wdl focu~ on amplementmg !he Watershed Improvement 
Plan developed in 2015 by the Iowa Soybean Associa­
taon The BtntonfTruna Projtttts workmg with panner­
shtp wttlun the Mtddlt Cedar Wate!'lhed to 1mpro11e 
w.-attrqu;llluy through nutnent management. beq manage­
ment practice: tmplemtntalton, and tncre:a.sed sot! health 

The goal of the Benton Tama Project is to reduce 
mtrogen and pho,phorus from nonpoint ~urces. This 
mcludcr. tmplementmg be-,t manage~nt prnctices 10 the 
project area. and conttnuing outrea,h, education, and 
momtonng lncrustng cropland co .. er, ~il health, and 
edge of field practices a~ key components to accom­
pl•shmg the goal~ of the proJCCt 

Financial a..,~t~tance wall be p~..,uied for ~all Nnropy· 
nn applacauon. con<,er ... ataon ttllage pracuces. praane 
Mn~. stru~tural edge of field prnctaces. and cm·er crops. 
Adrmni~trntt'f'e and finnncml M~tstance will be provided 
by the Benton County SWCD Addit ional tech nical 
assistance wall be provided by NRCS and IDALS Other 
opportun ities in the projeCt area include EQIP , RCPP. 
IFlP.st:.teWQI 

In Phase I the project accomplished 2 saturated 
buffen, 7000 acres of rover crops, 2800 acres of no ull. 
930 acre~ of strip till, 580 acre'i of mulchimtntmum ti ll , 
2200 acre ol movtng fall-applied nitrogc:n to spring· 
applted nitrogen. 80 acres of nurogen stdt-drtss. 1800 
~s of mtrificallOn mhabttor, IS.50 acres of phosphorus 
applied based on soil te~t and 280 acres of phosphorus 
band applted . 

L_ 

Tama SWC I> h~tOO four Women, Land & Lqacy (WLLJ e"ents in 2016. including tbis June 2 tour of the 
Meskwakl 111ion·~ Red Earth CardeM. This loca l WT~L project has hO'!ited 29 C\tnlS since it began in 2007 , 

~:~~n~o!~~) ~,~-::~e~ 1e~~n~!~u r,:~\~~~:.;~h:r;;;:~ 'r~~~~~--------~ 
Uees IOI ' 'In Gladbrook on AJ,ril6. 

The Village 
Independent Premier Estates .A_ 

Living Center of Toledo .., 

Apartments flvailablcr!!! 
First Month Frnlll 

Spacious one bedroom apartments 
Utilities (except Phone and cnble) included 

Congregate noon meal daily 
Scheduled van transportation 
Emergency call light system 

Garages available 
Additional services available 

please call or slop in for more details! 

-103 Grund• 


