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Growing ~ltristmas trees 
is a Year-rOund job 

' l ie to tiJe farm ... A new sign welcomes 
; •ors to S andy and Jim l ~atlhes· tree f ;Hm. The 
' 1ration began as a simple atlempt to grow nlce-
:haped Christmas Hens lor the Mat! he~ fam ily, 
now has grown to whom Christmas tr~cs cover 

: re than 50 acres . M 8 M Trees sell~ a bout 
: :JO Christmj!s trees each year, lncludiro sev~ral 
I 1' lnfl]l! tr! tos spedall) Oldt'!!Vtf\o fill !I >(· > 1~ec/s 
; r<•a churches. 

He;., It Is. only Thahlu!glv­
ing, and aln-ady the early birds 
are ready for Clu1stm'"'· 

You kno w who they are: 
They'r~ people who not only 
know what to get the people on 
their Chrl•tmao grn Ust, but 
who have already made the 
purciJascs and perhaps even 
gJII.-wrapped them. leaving the 
rest of us wallowing In our 
~nlygttllL 

Well. take comfort In this. 
Most likely I he early birds In 
your11fc Ia~ well behind Jtm 
and Sandy Maltheo. who are 
among lh< carllcsl of the early 
birds when It comes to Ch11sl­
mas. in f~rt. they've already 
begun preparing lOr Christmas 
1996. 

They're proprietors ol M & M 
Christmas Trees of VIola. 
Seedlings take at least eight 
years to gtow Into Christmas 
tret', oo tree• pLmled In 1990 
wilt be ready for Christmas 
ornaments as r.mly as 1908. 

M & M frees originated 
about l 5 v'!ar, ago· In the 
roma ntt 1 notions of the 
Matthe<' d lldren. now grown. 

"When "'" k.l<ls were lillie, 
they wnnl,•cl Christmas trees 
cut fro m t It~ w·>ods" rather 
than tl r eco · ·11rd1 LCJee:l conuner· 
clall:f, ltay; ' )an .tv. But t rees 
cl10~ e11 bu U J(' rtilldren were 
ofh:n 1111~~ 11 lpl~rt or splnd1y, 
nnd Jim h u l \o drill ho i('S In 
the lnml• '· • In taU addtllon'tl 
branrh,:s ,.,t d • llll~rwL~ clnrtor 
the trf'!-:~ .. 

T '> t..\Y ·, t 01.lt he b egan 
slu1pJn 1~ ) 1 1n g everr,trens 
g101\bU~ < n 'l tf' n· rrn. ·n n.t was 
the flr •. l • t •n IC'Ward M & M 
1'1~:: 1. 

11w \'1 ;L '.tl'f!S Club annu~ 

ally hwJ <'Ill' Lilly buytng 1ho11l 
75 C:h JJ:!11t t 1 IJ res to sd l as a 
fund·ml::~ ~ ~. , 1111 ·.rolunft>rre<llo 
grow th' '' · · ,, ., lll!lcf10rt (.nl<t• 

I 
and bale ••• Dead and lOose needles are ahllkah from freshly1cuttraes by 

a shaker. When In use, the machine Is atlacheCiiola tractor. Sandy Matthes 
demonstrates how trees are Inserted lnlo the cfev!ce. A freshly-cut Christ­
mas tree Is compressed and bundled In neHing wfllch allows it to be safe ly 
and conveniently sent to market. Processln(jtlllltrea are, from left, Mike 
Cmwith, Reedsburg, and John Yol.lng and~ 'R.,, VIola. ' 

'"• 

ually expanded and the and count trees ready to be 
Matthes now cultivate more harvested, so that growers can 
than 50 acres of Christmas lett wholesalers how many 
trees, sentng about 1,000 trees trees wUl be avallable. 
eaclt ymr. In September trees marked 

, don't even want to gel big- for harvest are sprayed with a 
ger than 2,000" trees a year, solution which helps preserve 
says Sandy. "Maybe not that their green color, since ever­
big. It's a lot ofW<Xk i>r a side- greens naturally tum a yellow­
ltne• (to running Matthes Ish tinge In winter. Another 
farms, whlc.h Includes a sales "'l<'nl In the spray helps reduce 
barn In VIol.'\). needle shedding after trees are 

Taking care of a Christmas harvested. 
tree plantation beglnaln April, Different species of trees 
when the four-Inch seedlings receive di!Terent combinations 
are planted. of sprayed chemicals. For 

In order for the lender example. while, red and Scotch 
young seedlings to flourish, pine require the color-preserv­
weeds, which grow much faster lng solution, but balsam trees 
than the seedltngs, must be do noL White spruce need both 
controlled. That effort can the coloration and needle-hold­
begin the previous fall wllh lng agents. White pine trees 
application of herbicides. A hold their needles very well. 80 
combination of herbicides and I hey don't require a needle­
mowing controls weeds as the holding agenL 
trees grow. For many years Jtm sprayed 

The very bottom branches trees with solution canted In a 
are trimmed from the trees tank strapped to hJs back. Now 
with hand· held clippers 80 that Sandy pulls a wheel-mounted 
tnmks wUl be nice and amooth. lank among the trees with a 
both for appearance and easy tractor. Long hoses stretching 
tnsertlon toto stands. from the tank allow trees to be 

Trees are also ferllllzed In <aslly sprayed. 
the sprtng. Cupfuls of granular Jim and Sandy twice each 
fertlltzerare spread Wldereach year attend conventions of the 
tree's drip ttne. Rain dripping Wisconsin Chl1stmas Tree Pro­

' from the trees washes the fer- , ducers Association. an lnvalu­
tlll7~r lnlo the ooU. able source of tree marketing 

In June trees are shaped and growing Ideas. At the con­
Into the classic conical shape. ventlons growers IdentifY the 
Shearing also causes trees to single Item or Idea which m08t 
grow more branches. giving Improved their operallons. 
them a fuller shape. Last year, says Sandy,many 

Unlit las t year Jim shaped growers pointed to the pur­
trees by hacking off branch . chase of tree shakers as their 
ends With a machete· like krufe. blggeslslngle tmp~nl 
Now a GO· pound motorized A tree shaker Is a machine 
sickle attached to a back pack which attaches to a tractor 
allows the Job to be completed with a Um:e·polnl hitch. When 
more quickly and easily. the s lumps of cut trees are 

The Fourth of July Is well placed In the rnachlne the trees 
before Christmas. but that's are vigorously shaken, dlslodg­

,whe11 tree rarm('rt must m11rk ··t·~r de:td. rtlscolorr.d needles 

and greatly tmprovtng the looks 
of the trees. A tree shaker Is 
the latest addition to the M & 
M Trees arsenal ol equlpmenL. 

The Matthes fOund good use 
for the shaker Saturday, Nov. 
10, when they harvested 750 of 
the 1,000 or so trees they wiU 
sell this season. Those trees 
were while, red and Scotch 
plnes. Slnce they lend to drop 
needles more easily, spru~e 
trees will be cut about Dec. I. 
so they wUl be as fresh as poo· 
slble when oold. 

Each year M & M Trees 
directly sells aboul350 Christ· 
mas trees. Some of those are 
sold at their rural VIola farm. 
The rest are sold the first Sat­
urday In December. lhls year 
Dec. I. when they sell trees 
near the sales barn tn VIola. 
About 50 are sold through two 
area relaUers. Ure rest are sold 
to Sandy's nephew, a Ch11sl· 
mas tree wholesaler based In 
Richland Center. 

Trees retail for about $20 
each. Price depends on quallty 
more than size, says Sandy. 

She also sells wreaths, some 
as large as flve feel across. Her 
customers must special order 
wreaths larger than 24 Inches. 

Wreaths are purchased 
ready-made, but Sandy per­
sonally decorates them. Her 
second-place finish In a tree 
producers association tree dec­
orating contest attests to her 
decoraUng sldUs. 

Well, there you have It ln a 
nutsheU, Ute enUre process of 
raising Christmas trees. No 
doubt you'll see this year's 
Christmas tree ln a new ttghl. 

And don't worry If you 
haven't yet begun your Christ· 
mas shopping. Most likely U1e 
early birds tn your ltfe lag weU 
behlndJtm and Sandy Matthes 
when tt coll)6 to pTep.'1.rh1~ for 
Christmas. 
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