Happy 85th
Birthday, Arvilla!
i S

Gerloff, 28661 Westbrook St.,
New Hartford 50660.

Love,

LeeRoy and Mary and family
Henry and Janice and family
Dennis and Bonnie and family

Kay and family

Happy 50th

Birthday,
Bonnie!

Love Ya!
Dennis

Suzanne, Kirk, April, Matt,

Guy, Tessa and Sam

Connor, Malea, Nick, Jaxon,
Cdyde?z, Derek and Bryer

Mr. and Mrs. Gerloff
, 1961

Gerloff/50

NEW HARTFORD — LeeRoy
and Mary Gerloff will observe their
50th wedding anniversary Friday.
~ LeeRoy Gerloff and Mary
Sclﬂampweremamed]an 7,1961,
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
Parkersburg.

Mr. Gerloff is retlred from
Manatts, and Mrs. Gerloffis retired

M. and Mrs. Gerloff
2010

from Sartori Hospital.

Their children and spouses are
Greg and Wendy of New Hartford
and Perry and Denise of Belton,
Mo., along with grandchildren
Blake and Erin of Belton, Austin
of New Hartford and Shaun and
Kimberly of Raleigh, N.C., and
great-granddaughter Adalynn of
Raleigh.







By MATTHEW WILDE
matt wilde@wcfcourier. com

NEW HARTFORD — Askmg ques-
twns, filling out appropriate
- paperwork and verifying sales

is the best way to guard against

 grain theft, local elevator officials
| say.

. A recent case rega:dmg the
alleged theft of an estimated
: th of corna,ndpos-

buyers thi.nking about how to
protect farmers. While there’s
1o guarantee another grain heist
= though rare — won’t happen
again, buy@rs said they do tl;eirt
best EGprevent it.

)é Ge

rd is accused of stealing

ound 40,000 bushels of grain
from his employer, Brad Feckers,
over a five-year period. He sold
the grain at Farmers Cooperative
Co. in New Hartford, Feckers said.

Both Gerldff and Farmers

theft case has

- Cooperatlve ‘have de,
' comment.

Gerloff is charged wﬁh ongoing
criminal conduct and first-degree

theft, both felonies. Last week

Judge Bryan McKmley set an April
5trial date. - ;
Dean Ohrt, central and east

‘region origination director for

Heartland Co-op, said 1ts mem-
bers are protected.

“We have procedures in place,
to insure integrity of contracts.

Producers have to give authority
in writing who can buy and sell
(grain), Ohrt said.

“When someone comes across

the scale with a load of corn, you

ask who’s it for” he added. “It
comes down to knowmg your
eustomers.”

Heartland conducts millions of
dollars worth of grain transac-
tions every day, Ohrt said. The
co-op doesn’t buy grain from
someone unless they ﬁll out prop-
er paperwork:

- If a recognized farm employee

' bnngs in corn and soybeans, the

co-op follows written orders of
the owner. If a stranger showed
up with a load to sell, a check
wouldn’t be issued until owner-
ship is verified, Ohrt said. When a
co-op member arrives with grain,
it’s assumed that the grain belongs

to them.
~ Thoughrare, it’s not uncommon
for a farmer to pay an employee
~with grain. Even then, Ohrt said,

the farmer needs to fill out a form
stating the amount allowed.
_“We hope our procedures in
place, that are reviewed con-
stantly, will give some protec-
tion,” Ohrt said.

According to Feckers, who lives
near New Hartford and farms in
Butler and Black Hawk counties,
Gerloff was a full-time employ-
ee for seven years and a trusted
-friend. He helped with harvest
and hauled grain.

Feckers said Gerloff stole eight to

, rs thmkmg about customers

10 semi loads of mostly corn a year
when Feckers and his family were
on vacation or away from the farm.

Wil Manweiler, grain merchan-

, diser at Dunkerton Co-op, said

anyone who sells grain needs to
openup anaccount. Farmers need
to authorize employees to sell
grain, he said. While the business
wants new customers, employ-
ees would ask several questions
of someone they didn’t know
attempting to sell grain. :

“You .ask questions and see
if any red flags come up. We're
going to protect our customers,’
Manweiler said. .

At Voorhies Grain, manager
Nolan Dewall said employees
know their customers so well that
someone illegally selling grain
would be easy tocatch.

“You would really question
people off the street,” he said. “If
someone new (tried to sell) we
wouldn’t take their word on 1t ‘we

would venfy 4




CrewsmGrundy Countyworked Ways At least a few were Stl]l was unpassable most of Wednes-

See SNOW, page A12 }

Butler County farmhand allegedly stole semi loads of grain

“I can’t recall we've ever investigated disappearing crops.
t's generally not a problem and probably not one of the

By MATTHEW WILDE
matt.wilde@wcfcourier.com

NEW HARTFORD — A farm worker
over the course of several years
allegedly stole about $140,000 in
grain from his employer in Butler
County, a unique crime, according
to law enforcement officials.

Dennis Gerloff, 28629 West-
brook St., was arrested last week
for ongoing criminal conduct and
first-degree theft, class B and C
felonies, respectively. If convicted
he faces up to 35 years in prison. He

easiest things to steal.”

Jason Johnson
Butler County sheriff

was released from jail Jan. 27 in lieu
of $55,000 bond or cash surety.
Brad Feckers of rural New Hart-
ford is trying to piece together
why Gerloff, an employee and
longtime friend, allegedly took
about 40,000 bushels of corn and

possibly soybeans.

“I trusted him just like my wife,”
Feckers said. “He was my main
employee ... he was that trusted. I
knew him all my life””

Feckers described the situation
as “areal bad deal”

“We were camping in the sum-
mer and sitting right across from
each other at the campfire and
he knew he was stealing from us.
Whoever tipped the law off, thank
God for them,” Feckers said.

According to court, Gerloff, 56,
allegedly started to pilfer grain in
January 2005 and continued until
last month. Gerloff declined to dis-
cuss the charges.

“I just don’t have no comment
right now. I'm sorry;” Gerloff said

See CORN THEFT, page A2
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| ber of Beaver Lodge, No. 472,
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,Mwas given at the grave by Johmg

“land sympathy during the illness
{and death of our husband and
{father, and for the beautiful flo-
‘iral offerings..

and Helen, all
sisters: - Mrs.
.lon, Minn.; o
‘Waterloo; Mrs. F, § Shulﬁzﬂ; :
Mrs John th of

His father, 'gz_o
ter preceded '_

fraternity and had been a m

F. & A. M, of New Hartford for |
over 15 years. George was well
known taru out -Masonic circles,

known in .
where he lived and .
ed by all, A man of
acter, a dependable a.
tious werkman, a lovin ;
husband and ‘tather. He will be
greatly missed. i

Funeral services were ; eld
Sunday afternoon, Sept. 2 from
the home at 1:30 and at 2 o’clock
at the Methodist church in
charge of Rev. H, 1CETravis of
Grace M. E. church of Waterloo
assisted by Rev. J. E Pritchard,|
local pastor. Roy Van Deest of|
Cedar Falls sang two numbers.
The Masonic ritualistic service

R

1 Ames of ’I‘raer

..
)

Card of- Thanks

We wish to express our heg,rt_
felt thanks for their kindness

lMr:s, Geo. Gersema and Chlldreni




orge ‘ ,

: months, 21 days passed awa_.

ﬁﬁursday. August \at his ] ow

ce.use'ﬁo;' his death was paralysli
from which he had suﬂered.

e -
Feb 9, 1890 and spen 5
hood days in: ‘Apling
moved  to Janesville W
was 21 years old. -In .1916 he'
moved to New Hartford and for
the last 20 years he had been en-
gaged as builder and contra.ctor
in New Hartford.. :
Mr. Gersema was marrie v,,to
‘Miss Elsie*: Moeller .February 8,
'1914. He is survived by his wid-
ow and six . children: George,
-Marjorie, Merlyn, Delos, James
‘and Helen, all at home; also ﬂve
‘sisters: Mrs. C. G.. Nelson, Cey-
lon, Minn.; Mrs.. Kobus ‘Fecht,
Waterloo Mrs. F. S. Shultz. and
| Mrs. John ‘Heerts, both of Ack-
ley, -Towa; and Mrs. Fred Heerts
of New Hartford; Two brothers
Martin of New : Hartford ’

leaves other. relatives and a h0st
of friends who mourn his loss.
His father, mother and one sis-
ter precedeti him«m death.

active me‘mber of the Masonic
{fraternity and had been a mem—
ber of Beaver Lodge, No. 472, A. :
|F. & A. M., of New Hartford for
over 15 years. George was well
known tsru out-Masonic circles,
having attended many Masonic
meetings as well as sessions of
the Grand Lodge. He Was \Svell e
tknown in - théj:." :
where he lived and Waf‘.*?’ ;
ed by all, A man of solid ciis |
agter, a dependable and conscien’
tious workman, a loving, devoted
husband and 1ather He w111 be
greatly missed. ; w- =

Funeral services 'were ‘held
Sunday afternoon, Sept. 2 from
the home at 1:30 and at 2 o’clock
at the Methodist church in
charge of Rev. H, C. Travis " of
Grace M. E. church of Waterloo
assisted by Rev. J. E Pritchard,
local pastor. Roy Van Deest of ||
Cedar Falls sang two numbers.
The Masonic ritualistic service
was given at the grave by Johi
Ames of Traer.

Card Of Thanks

We wish to express our heart-
ielt thanks for their kindness
and sympathy during the illness
and death of our husband and}
father, and for the beautiful flo-|i
ral offerings. {

Mrs. Geo Gexoema and Children

IS R IS

1932

Mrs. Elsie M. Rasmussen, 86, of New
Hartford, died early Thursday evening,
October 28, at the Cedar Falls Lutheran Home
where she had been a resident since last
February.

Elsie Marie Moeller was born on January
27, 1896, in Fordland, Missouri, the daughter
of’ George and Lena (Ehlerd1ng) Moeller. When
she was two years old, she moved with her
famllz to Iowa and to the Denver area where
she attended country school and church school
at the Lutheran Church in Denver.
February 8, 1914, she was married to Geor?e
Gersema in Denver. They lived in Janesvil
about a year and then moved to New Hartford
where she has lived since that time. Her
husband died on August 30, 1934, and in May
of 1937, she was married to Ras. Rasmussen.

Elsie was a member of the New Hartford
United Methodist Church, was a 50 year member
of the Order of Eastern Star, New Hartford
Chapter #120, in which she held various
offices, was a member of Anchor Rebekah Lodge
#46 in New Hartford, and was a member of the
Bethany White Shrine #9.

Elsie is survived by four sons; George
Gersema of rural Cedar Falls, Merlyn Gersema
of Boise, Idaho, Delos Gersema of Chariton,
Iowa, and James Gersema of Cedar Falls, two
daughters, Marjorie, Mrs. Kenneth Hoy of
Cedar Falls and Helen, Mrs. James Reardon of
Belton, Texas. Also surviving are 20 grand-
children, 30 great grandchildren, and 2 great

reat grandchildren. She was preceded in
eath by her parents, both husbands, two
sisters, three brothers, and two grandsons.

Following the graveside services,
relatives and friends are invited to return
to the church for fellowship with the family.



! SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1994

George Gersema

CEDAR FALLS — George R.
Gersema will celebrate his 80th birth-
day Saturday with a dinner at Bishop’s
Buffet. Friends ;
may join the
family,

Mr. Gersema
was born Nov.
7o 1914,
Janesville to
Elsie and

George Gerse-
ma. He retired

from the chemi- George
cal laboratory at Gersema
John Deere after

38 years,

His daughters are Gwen Hayes,
Gean Durbin, Janae Diefke and Geor..
gene Arthur. There are 14 grandchil-
dren and 10 great-grandchildren,

Cards may be sent to 7100 N.
Union Road, Cedar Falls, 50613,
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CEDAR FALLS — Mavis L. Gersema, 76, of the Cedar Falls
Lutheran Home, formerly of 7100 N. Union Road, died at
the home Tuesday, Aug. 24, after a lengthy illness.

She was born Jan. 25, 1917, in Minneapolis, Minn.,
daughter of William J. and Lily Douhan Mitchell. She -
married Glenn M. Hauge in Waterloo. He died in 1960.
She married George R. Gersema on April 7, 1962, in
Cedar Falls.

Mr. Gersema was a secretary in the library at Deere &
Co., for 20 years, retiring in 1980.

Survivors include her husband; four stepdaughters; 14 |
stepgrandchildren; and nine stepgreat-grandchildren; she |
was preceded in death by a sister, Mona L. Place, -

Services will be 10 a.m. Thursday at Kaiser-Corson Mavis Gersema
Funeral Home, with burial in Waterloo Memorial Park
Cemetery. Friends may call until 8 p.m. today at the
funeral home.

Memorials may be made to the Cedar Valley Hospice, Cedar Heights Pres-
byterian Church or Cedar Falls Lutheran Home.

ri I;
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CEDAR FALLS — Kenneth Heaver Hoy, 71, of 806 W. Ninth St., -
died Friday, July 9, at Sartori Memorial Hospital of natural
causes.

He was born Nov. 30, 1921, son of Cyrus and Ada
Heaver Hoy in Charles City. He married Marjorie E. Gerse-
ma April 26, 1947, in Cedar Falls. :

Mr. Hoy was employed by Viking Pump from 1947 until
his retirement in 1986. He is a veteran of World War I,
having served in the U.S. Army from 1942 to 1945.

Survivors include his wife; three sons, Ken of California,
Dennis of Waterloo, and Darrell of Washburn; a daughter,
JoAnn Hoy of Cedar Falls; and three grandchildren; he was
preceded in death by two brothers, Robert in infancy, and
Earl; and two sisters, Edith Corwin and Cora Ryan. Kénn eth Hov.

Services will be 10:30 a.m. Wednesday at Kaiser-Corson y
Funeral Home in Cedar Falls, with burial in Cedar Valley ~— B
Memorial Gardens Cemetery; friends may call from 4 to 8 p.m. Tuesday at the
funeral home, where the family will be present from 6 to 8 p-m.

Memorials may be directed to the family.




Vows Revealed |

4 i
MRS. RAYMOND CHRISTENSEN.
(Courier Special Service)
New Hartford—Mrs. R. J. Ras-
| mussen announces the marriage of
| her daughter, Miss Helen Gersema,
'to Raymond C. Christensen, son of
! Hans Christensen, 116 Lindale ave-
nue, Waterloo,
The wedding occurred June 5, |
1948, in Grace Lutheran church,“
Davenport. Rev. Ronald Johnson |
read the double ring vows and Mr.
and Mrs. C. J. Renn, Davenport, at- |
tended the couple. I
Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Rasmussen !
will entertain at a reception for§
Mr. and Mrs Christensen June 5 in |
the Methodist church. Mrs. Chris- |
tensen’s chosen colors of pink, aqua
and white will be carried out in
decorations and the wedding vows
will be read again.
Following the reception, the cou-
. ble will leave on a belated wedding
\ gnp to Kentucky. Mrs. Christen-

en is employed by Northwestern
Bell Telephone Co. and her hus-

band has a barber shop in New
Hartford.

‘ The couple is at home here,

PRI Jow—
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CEDAR FALLS — Mr. and Mrs.
Delos Gersema will celebrate their
50th wedding anniversary next Sun-
day with a family dinner and card

_shower. : :

Mr. Gersema and Nellie McCready

;vere married July 18, 1947, in Water-
00. ' o :

Their children‘are William of Jeffer--
son, David of Santa Maria, Calif.,
Susan Duncon of Round Rock, Texas,

‘and Vicki Kamienski. There are 12
grandchildren and six great-grand-
children. : : Aaleeg

Cards may be sent to them at 611

~ Park Blvd.. Cedar Falls 50613,

Delos M. Gersema (1925-2004)
CEDAR FALLS — Delos M. Gersema, 78, of -
Cedar Falls, died Sunday; Feb. 8, at Sartorl :
Memorial Hospital of natural causes. :
He was born July 15, 1925, in New Hartford, son
of George and Elsie Moeller Gersema. He mar-
ried Nellie McCready on July 18, 1947, In
Waterloo. - : 4
Mr Gersema served in the Navy Air qups in
the Pacific Theater. He worked at Carnation :
Dairy, Waterloo, from 1947 to 1956; from 1956 to
1961 worked at Larson Conseg'tuctlon Co. (Cf;'e%anl; Delos Gersema
Construction) as project Supervisor; L .
fgﬁ}]lsto 1975 he worked at Curbmaster of America as sales and serv-
ice coordinator; and from 1977 t0t1994 he and his wife owned and
Royal Rest Hotel, Chariton.
opgur:'t:%dvorsy?n}clude: his wife; two sons, David (Kathy) of Santa
Monica, Calif., and William of Cedar Falls; two daughters, Vicki
(Kevin) Kamienski of Cedar Falls and Susan (James) Duncan of
Round Rock, Texas; 12 grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren anda
great-great-granddaughter; and two sisters, Helen (James) Reardon
of Belton, Texas, and Marjorie Hoy of Cedar Falls.
Preceded in death by: three brothers, Merlyn, George and
James.
Services: 11 a.m. Saturday at Dahl-Van Hoye—Schopf Fuperal
Home, with burial in Fairview Cemetery. Military rites will be con-

ducted by Cedar Falls AMVETS Post 49. I:‘riends may call from 4 to |
8 pm. Fb}'ls"‘day and for an hour before services Saturday at the funer-

al home.

Mr. and Mrs. Gersema

Nellie R. Gersema (1919-2005)

CEDAR FAILLS — Nellie R. Gersema, 86, of Cedar Falls, died
Tuesday, Nov. 1, at Covenant Medical Center, Waterloo.

She was born April 18,1919, in Waterloo, daugh-
ter of Charles E. and Hazel Bowman McCready.
She married Delos M. Gersema on July 18,1947, in
Waterloo. He died Feb. 8, 2004.

Mrs. Gersema graduated from Waterloo West
High School in 1938 and was a full-time home-
maker for many years. From 1977 until retiring in
1994, she and her husband owned and operated
the Royal Rest Hotel, Chariton.

Survivors include: two sons, David (Kathy) of
Santa Monica, Calif, and William of Cedar
Rapids; two daughters, Susan (Jim) Duncan of
Round Rock, Texas, and Vicki (Kevin) Kamienski of Cedar Falls; 12
grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren; a sister, Phyllis DeVore
of Des Moines; and a brother, Charles (Joan) McCready of Denver,
lowa. ;

Preceded in death by: three brothers, Forrest, Eddy and Delbert
McCready; and two sisters, Delores Bartz and Verda Mae Zajacka.

Services: 10:30 am. Saturday at Dahl-Van Hove-Schoof Funeral
Home, with burial in Fairview Cemetery. Friends may call from 4 to

8 pm. today and for an hour before services Saturday at the funer-
al home.

Memorials: may be directed to Western Home Communities.

Nellie
Gersema






50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Chris and Viola Davis Gersema of New Hartford will be cel-
ebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary on Saturday, Jan-
uary 15th with an Open House at the Community Building in
New Hartford from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. They were married Jan-

uary 14, 1950 in Clarksville. '

Chris is retired from the Dike-New Hartford Co-op and Vi

ola is retired from the Cedar Falls Wal-Mart.

Their children are Chris and Hattie Gersema and family of
Marshalltown, Vicky and Steve Smith-Elliott of Waterloo,
Sheryl, Duane and Josh Faas of Ames, Rose Davis and family
of Overland Park, Kansas, Sgt Duane, Carol and boys of Ft.
Leavenworth, Kansas, and Scott, Shelley and boys of Eee's
Summitt, Missouri.

There are 13 grandchildren, 2 step granddaughters and 5
great grandchildren.

ULILUV I LLLrviey

ANNIVERSARIES

Mr. and Mrs. Gersema

Gersema/60

NEW HARTFORD — Chris
and Viola Gersema will celebrate
their 60th wedding anniversary
with a card shower.

Chris Gersema and Viola Davis
were married Jan. 14, 1950, in
Clarksville.

Mr. Gersema is retired from
the New Hartford Elevator, and
Mrs. Gersema is retired from
‘Wal-Mart.

Their family includes Chris
and Hattie Gersema of Marshall-
town, Vicky Smith of Overland
Park, Kan., Sheryl and Duane
Faas of Ames, Rose Davis, also of
Overland Park, Duane and Carol
Gersema of Leavenworth, Kan.,
and Scott Gersema of Lee’s Sum-
mit, Mo. They have 13 grandchil-
dren and 19 great-grandchildren.

Cards may be sent to them at
517 York, New Hartford 50660.



VIOLA Grasoravia

Viola Vern “Vi” Gersema, age 78, of
New Hartford, died Tuesday, June 29,
2010, at the Cedar Valley Hospice
Home in Waterloo.

Viola was born on May 22, 1932, in
Butler County, Iowa, the daughter of
John and Nellie (Murphy) Davis. She
attended the Clarksville School and
in 1987 graduated from New Hartford

-High School. On January 13, 1950
Viola was united in marriage to Chris
Gersema in Clarksville, Towa. During
her life she worked as a domestic
engineer, at Kwik Star, and as a
cashier at Wal-Mart where she later

retired. Viola was a member of the
New Hartford Baptist Church and she

also volunteered at the New Hartford
Elementary. Her en}b ments
included quilti crocheti g,
knitting, sewin an _using t
computer. -

Viola’s memory is honored by her
husband, Chris Gersema Sr. of New
Hartford, Towa, six children; Chris E.
(Hattie) Gersema Jr. of Marshalltown,
Towa, Vicky Smith of Overland Park,
Kansas, Sheryl (Duane) Faas of
Ames, Iowa, Rose A. Davis of
Overland Park, Kansas, Duane (Carol)
Gersema of Leavenworth, Kansas,
and Scott Gersema of Lee’s Summit,
Missouri, thirteen grandchildren,
twenty two great grandchildren, and
a brother, Ronald Roberts of Sierra
Vista, Arizona. She was preceded in

5 e e

ar-meWheelan and Lucillé Hab:
and five brothers; Fred, Verlan “Bud”
Jerry, and Victor Davis and Paul
Roberts.

Funeral services were held at 2 PM.
on Friday, July 2, 2010, at the Kaiser-
Corson Funeral Home in Waverly with
Reverends Ben Epley and Richard
Johnson officiating. Private burial
was at the Cedar Valley Memorial
Gardens Cemetery in Cedar Falls.
Memorials may be directed to the
Cedar Valley Hospice and online
condolences may be made' at

‘www.kaisercorson.com.
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DAVID W. GEERTSEMA

David W. Geertsema, 53,
was born in Aplington, Iowa
on April 18, 1950, the son of*
William and
(Thrasher) Geertsema. David
moved to Dubuque from

- Shell Rock, Iowa in 1972 to
begin his teaching career. He
and the former Janet Lawler
were married on June 8, 1974
at St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church at Key West. He was
a - graduate of ' Wartburg

. College in 1972 and received
his Masters Degree from
Clarke College in 1978. He
was a teacher at Eisenhower

Elementary School for 26
years teaching in grades
4,5.and 6™ “He retired from
teaching in 1997 for health
reasons. He was a member
of Resurrection Parish where
he was active in music
ministry. He was also a

- member of the American

Diabetes Association and the
American Heart Association.
He was committed to his
music ministry and sang at
many ‘weddings and funerals
in the Dubuque area. His
sense of humor, his voice and
his commitment to service
will be dearly missed. He
was a devoted husband,
father,  grandfather, . son,
brother, teacher and friend.

Marie

Survivors include his wife:
Janet (Lawler) Geertsema;
daughters  Amy (Charlie)
Beach of Waverly, Towa, and
Elizabeth  Geertsema  of
Dubuque; grandson: Grant
David Beach; mother Marie
C?eertsema of Marion, Iowa;
sisters: Dolly (Jerry) Kreger
of Waverly, lowa, and Donna
Eager of Marion, Towa;
brother: Donald Geertsema of
Conover, N.C. 'He was

- preceded in death by his

father William Geertsema on
July 21, 1969.

David died Sunday, July 20,
2003 at Mercy Medical
Center. . Funeral  serviges
were held Wednesday, July
23,2003 at the Church of the
Resurrection. Burial was at-
Mt. Olivet Cemetery.

Egelhof, Siegert and Casper
Westview Funeral Home was
in charge of arrangements.






CarrieF. Geyer, 78, of New Hartford,
Towa, passed away early Monday af-
ternoon, October 22, at the Ahren’s Rest
Home in Clarksville where she had
been a resident for one week.

Carrie was born on September 19,.
1895, near New Hartford, fhe daughter

of Chris and Hattie (Olmstead) Geyer.
She attended country school in the New
Hartford area. Later she went to
Chicago where she worked for a
number of years and then returned to
New Hartford and was employed by the
Western Home in Cedar Falls. Carrie
moved to Perrin’s Nursing Home in
New Hartford in February of 1971
where she had resided until one week
ago when she was transferred to
Clarksville. She was a member of the
New Hartford United Methodist
Church. Carrie was preceded in death
by her parents, one brother Chris and a
sister, Lucy. She is survived by a
number of nieces, nephews and cousins.

/(—77;}
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-*  EVANSDALE — Marlys E. Johnson, 70, of 3930 Lafayette
. Road, died Saturday, March 23, at home of natural et
- causes.
- She was born Oct. 25, 1920, in Waterloo, daughter of
" James A. and Anna Jane Harrison Curran. She married
* Harold Snyder on Sept. 15, 1940, in Waterloo, and they
“were later divorced. She married Christian Geyer on
Aug. 15, 1942, in Akin, Minn. He died in June 1968.
- She married Russell W. Johnson on Nov. 22, 1968, in
Cedar Falls. He died Oct. 9, 1985. i
 Mrs. Johnson worked for 29 years in the hog dress-
" ing department at Rath Packing Co., retiring in 1977.
Survivors include a son, David H. Snyder of Evans-
~dale; a daughter, Marlys M. Gosse of Waterloo; five  Marlys Johnson
- grandchildren and five great-grandchildren; and a sis-
< iter, Bertha Smiley of Waterloo; she was preceded in death by two brothers,
Thomas and Vernon Curran; and two sisters, Dorothy Robison and Emma
#Rogowski. .
. Services will be 1 p.m. Tuesday at Garden View Chapel, Waterloo, with
burial in Garden of Memories Cemetery, Waterloo. Friends may call from
3 to 8 p.m. today and from 9 a.m. until services Tuesday at the chapel. The
family will be present from 3 to 5 and 7 to 8 p.m. today. :

Memorials may be directed to the family.
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catalogue

Utah Publishers of THE GENEALOGICAL HELPER. Send for a free

Form Al Copyright 1983 by The Everton Publishers, inc., P.O. Box 506,
with lists and full descriptizns of many genealogical aids.
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OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM
BORN IN BATTLE SMOKE
107 YEARS AGO TODAY

‘ Today is the birthday of our na-
B ttonit antheh Like that  oibar

AT

MEETING

T&}q American Legion and
Auxiliary held a joint meeting
Monday night at which  Mrs.

|| stirring patriotic hymn, “The Mar-
seillaise,” which it resembles so
much in majesty of tone and stir-
ring martial spirit, “The Star
Spangled Banner” was born under
the stress of battle. During the
bombardment of Fort McHenry,
near Baltimore, Md., during the
War of 1812, Sept. 13, 1814, Fran-
¢ls Scott Key was on hoard a vessel
in the harbor that was rocked by
the cannonade. On arising in the
morning and peering anxiously
thru the black battle smoke he saw
Old Glory still waving proudly over
the embattled fort. Takir(g an old
letter out of his pocket, Mr. Key
Wrote on the back of it the song

— L

— . . . o

that later came to be recognized
ning:

Oh, say, can you see
| By the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we ‘hailed
At the twilight's last gleaming?
Whoss broad stripes and bright stars
Thru the perilous fight
O'er the ramparts we watched
ere so gallantly streaming.
And the rockets’ red glare ,
The bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof thru the night
hat our flag was stil] there:
{Oh, say does that Star
{ Spangled Bann “vet wave?
A . t

honored guests.
After the business
Mrs. Geyer was presented by
‘her son, Harold, to the organ-
ization as our only gold star
mother. The social hour was full
‘of pleasant surprises.
. The Geyers presented to each
‘the Legion and Auxiligry framed
- photos of their son and brother,
Leon Geyer, who was killed in
battle at Catigny, France when
‘lbw_t eighteen years of age. His
obituary which will be filed in
the history book was read by
Mrs. Towsley.

meeting,

| @8 America’s national hymn, begin- ||

Mrs. |Alice Perrin, auxiliary

s

president, presented a birthday
. cake, beautifully decorated with
' tiny candles to the honoree. A
- box of handkerchiefs were also
given her.

After a joyous evening lunch
'was served.

Martha Geyer and Harold were °

|

#

A Mother's Pi;x-x Vfor Her Boy.

(Anonymous.)
(Ome of “The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Patriotic

i Songs' which was published by the Loyal Publi- |
cation society, New York, May, 1864.)

He's my own boy, and this is my plea;
Perhaps it is foolish and weak;

But mothers I'm sure wiil have pity on me,
And some word will tenderly speak.

The light of my home—my tears fall like rain—
Is it wonder I shrink from the blow-—.

That my heart is crushed by its welght of pain ?
But I've kissed him, and let him go.

- '
There are some, I know, who feel a strange pride |
In giving their country their al s
‘Who count it a glery that boys from their side
In the strife are ready to fall.
But I, sitting here, haye no nride in my heart; -
(God forgive me that tiiis should be so!)
For the boy that I love the tears will start,
Yet I've kigsed him, and let him go.

Last night, with soft steps, I stole to his bed,
As oft In childhood I'd done;

Om his pillow I bowed my peor, stricken head
Till out of the east rose the sun. 3

His dreams were cf me; for he turned in-his sleep, |-
And murmured ‘‘Dear mother!” solow;

I bit my pale lips lest they’d cowardly speak;
‘“Oh, my darling! I can’t let you go!”’

This morning I bhlessed him; I stifled my pain;
I bade him he true to his trust; 5
To stand by the flag ti]l his country again
Should ralse its proud head from the dust.
I knew by the lizht in hic beautiful eyes—
By his face with true courage aglow—
He'd fight to the last. I choked back my sighs,
‘While I kissed him, and let him go. 5

But. oh! sitting here, this desolate day,
Sti1l there comes no feeling of pride; i
But one knows my need, and to Him will I pray—
I can trust Him whatever betide. Y
And if he shall fall—(ch. fajnt heart, be still!)
1 know he will soften the blow,
And I yet may feel a patriot’s thrill
That I kissed him, and let him go.

-




“same time.

- Yankee Yesterdays

See the soldiers reading!

Listen while they call,

“Trade ya two big gray ones

For six black ones, small!” I
Sueh preoccupation

Never was in schools; 3
Now it is the fashion

That transcends all rules.

Here be two buck privates '
But they’re not alone;
onder in the chateau
Pipe the Gen’ral groan:
“Lord, if I could reach ’em!
Haven’t time to change;
Wish my arms were longer— |
I might get their range!”

Onward, hunting soldiers,

Picking of ’em off!

Let the tame civilian

Shudder, squirm or scoff

When he sees this picture;

Let him nightmares dream!

War’s found sometimes in a trench

But always in a seam!

¢

By Hudson H afx;Iéy

V. A MOPPING-UP PARTY

Men of the First Division in front of pup tents, Petit Froissy, France. May 16, 1918,
Signal Corps Photo No. 13140. ]

"

first time, was written by Lieut. %
_Hunter Wickersham, 353rd Infan-
‘try, Eighty-ninth Division, on the eve of
* the St. Mihiel attack, and was enclosed in
~his last letter to his mother, Mrs. Mary E.
amon, of Denver, Col. Lieutenant
| Wickersham was killed on the following
i day, September 12, 1918, near Limey, in
i an exploit which won for him the post-
- humous award
Meiaj of Honor,
' “Advancing with his platoon durin
~ the St. Mihiel offensive, Ee was severelg
| wounded in four places by the bursting of
e hlg!a-explosive shell. Before receiving
any aid for himself he dressed the wounds
of his orderly, who was wounded at the
! He then ordered and accom-*
panied the further advance of his platoon,
al?ho}lgh weakened by the loss of blood.
. His right hand and arm being disabled by
wounds, he continued to fire his revolver
 with his left hand until, exhausted by loss
#of blood, he fell and died from his wounds
'_‘before aid could be administered.”

of the Congressional
His citation reads:

And, fellows, she’s the hero of this great big y
And her prayer is on the wind across the fli |
And don’t you reckon maybe it’s her tears, a]"rm home with a silver. button stuck in my coat
That's keeping up the patter on your old 7 A g I Haisl Bt e saunlepanar: T8

)JQ‘VIBER 10, 1920
&

il ke
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)
years ago, 1
since then. has
ncient farm '@

ne is' high
cling,
my hopes

place,
cruise?
e remains

ew shoes.
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R Potrern oo
Forgotten
To the Editor: 3

laughed in hell. 1
Fat men with beautiful women, jolly and care-
free and gay, f
With never a thought for the war that’s past—
or the beggar who had to‘pay, iy
Pass, or stop for Havanas, mice and polite as
can be, 4
But F'm just a part of the fixtures—they don’t
give a damn for me.

Two years ago, it was different. We were up
with the “Tommies” then,

Holding the line along the Somme, and that
was a job for men;

Raiding parties and night patrols, gas and
shells and blood,

With Jerry waising general hell, and we stuck
there in the mud—

The fat men buying bonds at home, at four
and a half percent—

And I'm earning an honest living, the same as
before I went. 1

They called me a “gallant hero,” the day that
we marched ashore, 1 :

While our fat friends stood on the sidewalk and
cheered till their throats were sore,

But that’s all done and forgottén. Funny, how
quick they forget, i

And they wonder that we, who saw it, are
dreaming about it yet.

" That was the Hour of Romance.  That was our

taste of Fame.
*“Yes, sir. A Corona Perfecto.” God, it's a
glorious game. A

.
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AMERICAN SOLDIERS IN 'mi1
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THE AMERICAN RED CROSS
BUTLER COUNTY CHAPTER

HEADQUARTERS: PARKERSBURG, IOWA
4/19/20
_Mrs. J. F. Geyer,
New Haptford, Iowa.

Dear Mrs. Geyer:-
: I received, this morning, the following communication
from Sergeant Faul M. carver, Mayen, Germany, to whom I wrote 2/16/20,
"Dear Sir, 1In answer to your reccnt letter. I am only too '
glad to give you the information that you desire in regard to the death
of rrivate Geyer, Co,F, 16th Inf, This man was a member of Co-F, l6th
Tnf, when I joined the outfit in -Cctober, 1917, I became very well
acquainted with the man Tor he worked in our Officer's mess for the
greater part of the time when we were behind the lines and served as
a Company runner at the front,

He was a very quiet, sober, -conscientious sort of lad and we all
liked him. He was in the Platoon of one of my best officer frikends, who
was lager killed at St Mihiel, This officer used to Speak very highly
of P vt, ueyer. This officer's name was Tieut., Munro@ and his people
live at Marion, Ceorgia, :

Pvt. Geyer's @eath occured during one of our hardest sojourns in the
front lines at vantigny. We relieved the z8th Inf, the night of tue
30th of umay after their successfil assault of the town "two days previous,
of course we were shelled very heavily all the ten days that we held
that position.

Qur Company -Fost of Command was in an 0ld cellar in  the village and
all of a sudden about the 8th day the Boche opened up with all they had
on the town. P¥vt. Geyer was standing near the entrance to this ?. C.
when a big one made a direect hit and ppor Geyer with two other comrades

"went home"™,

Captain Sidney Graves, son of thé M&jor. General who had command of our
troops in Siberia was our Company Commander at this time and was in the
cellar =t the time that Pvt. Geyer met his untimely but honorable end.

He was a boy for a mother to Dbe proud of, for he sure did his duty
without & murmur and was always ready with a smile, I lost my mother
when but & mere poy and it was the greatest loss of my life, but I find
comfort in the faet that she was & good woman and the mothert's loss of
her boy must have a similar place in her heart.

I went through it all and came out with many wounds, but one of the
greatest longings of my heart is to meet the mothers of these wonderful
men who died fighting by my side, who died with a smile on their faces,
trying to show me although their race was run they knew they were dying
nobly.

Hb%ing that this helps to f£1l1l in that big gab between a mother's
heart and that of her hero son now lying at rest on the field of valor,
T remain ever at your service, Paul M. Carver." : ;

the above leaves nothing for me to add at this time, and if this
communication furnishes you information not heretofore obtained from
other sources, I certainly feel amply paid for any efforts which have
been made through this department of the Red Cross.,
. Very truly yours,

%ﬂ“z”ﬁ \\;
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Glatfq_née Wallace

Heon Geyer

£  Fromthe follow.inag

EX-SERVICE MEN

Harry Thomas Harold Johnson
Orrin Woltensperger
Clarerce Shannon Corbett Cook

Harry Peterson

Robert Deitrick
Orian Luck Howard Wright
Alfred Barrett John Grady
Scotty Schmitt Howard Jones
Glen Harmon Martin Gersema
Allen Smith Ed M=ore
Hal Bronson O'iver Townsend
Art Maxwell - L A. Lamp
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Leon F. Geyer
First Butler County Resident
Killed In Action In W.W. |

—————

This is a first in a series about
Leon F. Geyer who was
killed in action in World War
I at the age of 18. This series
will contain news clippings
as well as letters written
home. Geyer was the first
from Butler County killed in
action in W.W. 1. The exerts
were. submitted by Opal
Youngberg of New Hartford.
1917

Leon Geyer went to Wa-
terloo Monday and enlisted in
the infantry. He will leave
Friday for the training camp
in St. Louis.

Leon Geyer writes from
Jefferson Barrack under the
date of May 13, 1917. Well 1
took my examination this
forenoon " and passed fine,
also was sworn in, but will
not get my suit until tomor-
row morning. This is sure
fine weather here only the
nights are very cold. Last
night I slept in a tent but it
was pretty cold before
morning. We have to get up
at 5 am. We then wash and
go down to mess. This

morning we had boiled pota-

toes, two boiled eggs, rice,
bread, butter and coffee. We
had a fine dinner, roast beef,
mashed potatoes, peas, bread,
butter and water. Today 1700
soldiers left for various parts
of the United States. I will
probably be here a week and
expect to get some hard
training. Last night we had a
five-reel movie show given
by the Y.M.C.A. Most all the
soldiers hang out at the
Y.M.C.A. They have a piano,
checker-board, newspapers
~and magazines. There are
quite a bunch in the guard
hopse. They are put to work
every day in the week, even
Sundays. A soldier with a
fixed bayonet follows them
all the time. One man was
shot here Saturday trying to

escape from the guard house

and another for trying to des-
sert, so I guess I will not get
in the jug. They are building
a big bunch of buildings here
so I guess they are fixing for
universal training. This is
certainly a nice view of the

Mississippi river here. I saw a
balloon sailing over St. Louis
today. Have not been over to
St. Louis yet. The other
morning we just got off one
train on to another. They
certainly have 'a fine depot
there but lots of noise.

El Paso Texas, May 20, 1917
Dear Folks,

Well I arrived this morning.
Auto trucks took us out to the
barracks: They are about 4 '
miles from the main part of
town. It was sure a long tire-
some ride down here. There

- are certainly a bunch of sol-

diers here. Both Calvary and
infantry. It took us two days
and nights to come thru
Texas. It is mot very warm
here today. There is certainly
a bunch of Mexicans around
here. I have been feeling fine
all the time. Well, write soon
and I may have time to write
a letter this evening.

With Lave,

Leon F. Geyer

34 Inst.

Fort Bliss

El Paso, Texas

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Geyer
are in receipt of a letter from
their son Leon, who is sta-
tioned at Ft. Bliss Texas, at
present stating he will leave
Jor the battle front in France
in about ten days. The letter
in part follows:

Well, I have finally got
assigned to a.company. I am
in Company ¥, 16" infantry.
The 16" is detailed for for-
eign service and we leave
here soon for New York. We
will probably stay there a
couple of weeks and then sail
for France. There are four
regiments to go, some motor
truck companies, a battery of
artillery and a hospital corps.
The bulletin says we will
leave El Paso June 1, and we
should communicaté with our
folks at once because you

“may not hear from me for a

couple of weeks and maybe a
month after we sail for
France. It must be cold over
there as ‘they are going to
give us wool suits and over-
coats, sweaters, heavy un-
derwear, heavy socks and

gloves. It is sure going tobe a -
fine trip and I will be able to
tell some fine experiences -
when I get back. I will have -
two or three months of train--
ing in France. It was awful -
windy ‘here yesterday after--
noon. The dirt blew so that -
we “did not drill. There is a

ball game this afternoon. I am
feeling fine. :
Leon F. Geyer. ;

A card was received Tues-
day by Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Geyer from their son Leon,
who is with- Co. F. 16" In-
fantry, that they were at Nor-
folk, Virginia, on the ship -
Havana and in company with -
about fifteen boats would
soon go to France. Leon is -
one of the boys who enlisted
from New Hartford and has
had'many experiences in the °
weeks that he has been away.

Leon Geyer writes the fol-
lowing to his -parents from -
Hoboken, N.J. under date of
June 10: ;
Dear Folks, -

Well we arrived last night -
at 12:30 and came immedi- -
ately aboard the transport. -
The ships name is Havana.
Cannot tell when we will -
leave. Our bunks are clear
down in the hold. Not very °
good quarters but they will '
do. We go to Norfolk, W.Va.
to pick up the rest of the fleet. -
I think there will be about
fifteen. ships with the battle-
ship and destroyers. Must
close. May God bless you.
With Love,

Private Leon F. Geyer.
Address any mail to Com-
pany F., 16" Inf U.SA.
Washington, D.C.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Geyer
are in receipt of a letter from
their son under the date of
June 13, stating that he was
on his way to France. The
letter was held up at Wash-
ington while the troops were
crossing. The fleet consisted
of a number of battleships
and destroyers.

“
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- Leon F. Geyer
First Butler County Resident
Killed In Action In W.W. |

This is a second in a series
about Leon F. Geyer who
was killed in action in World
War I at the age of 18. This
series will contain news clip-
pings as well as letters writ-
ten home. Geyer was the first
from Butler County killed in
action in W.W. 1. The exerts
were submitted by Vopal
Youngberg of New Hartford.

Leon Geyer, writes as fol-
lows from Hoboken, N.J,
under date of June 11:

Dear Folks:

Received your most wel-

comed letter this morning.

Was the first I had since I got .

the one at Jefferson Barracks.
I was glad to hear that you
are all well. I am feeling fine
now. It was foggy and rained
this forenoon, but the sun
came out this afternoon. The
German ship Vaterland is just
across the pier. I went by it
this morning when we went
out to drill on the wharf. It is
some ship. From here all we
can see is the funnels and

wireless masts. I don’t know -

when we will get out of here.
We have four 6-inch guns
mounted on the deck. Two
are on the prow and two on
the stern. I was surprised to
hear that Howard and
Gertrude were married. I was
glad to hear that the town
gave Hayes and Ofa a good
send off. I am positive they
won’t get in this company, let
alone the regiment. This
regiment is chuck full. I un-
derstand there is to be a fleet
of 15 or twenty ships going
over, eight transports, 2 bat-
tleships, some destroyers and
two or three submarines. If
s0, there is not much chance
of our getting hurt. We will
have to leam French drills
when we get over there. They
will drill us for six months
before we will go into battle.
I-think the war will be over
by that time, at least 1 hope
so. There is certainly a fine
bunch of fellows in our com-
pany. We can’t even leave
the boat. The chow is not
very good now. When our

we have good chow. I would
give a nickel for a piece of
candy fight now. We are go-
ing to get a raise in wages
this month. We will get $30.
When we get to France we
will get $36 per month. That
won’t be so bad. Well, I hope
we get out of her, it is so tire-
some. We can see New York
City across the river. Well it
is just chow time, so must
close.

Leon,

Private Leon Geyer writes
as follows from France to his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Geyer: “Somewhere  in
France, June, 1917:

Dear Folks:

Well, I have arrived and am
feeling fine. This is a fine
country. It looks like Iowa
except the houses. I am not
allowed to tell where we are,
what we are doing, or any-
thing about the trip. The
crops here are good. Wheat is
about ready to cut. It doesn’t
seem as though it is
only....... until the Fourth of
July. T wish I could be there,
for the celebration. We have
hard trouble understanding
the people here. It has been
raining all forenoon. As there
is nothing more I can write,
will close. Hoping you are all
well.

With Love,
Leon Geyer.

Leon Geyer, who is in
France, writes as follows to
his parents, “Somewhere in
France July 8, 1917.

Dear Folks:

I received your most wel-
come letter sent June 8 (the
registered one) night before
last and was sure glad to hear
from you. I am sorry that I

- cannot have my picture taken

here, but there is no photog-
rapher here. There was one at
the first village I was at, but
did not know you wanted
another one. I have moved to
three different places since I
have been in France. I have
been well all the time and
have a good appetite. I am
not any fatter than I was,
have got a little thinner if

I suppose there were trom
two to three thousand in town
the Fourth of July. I had a
good time that day. Wish I
could tell you about it, but
can’t even tell you where I
have been or what I am do-
ing. This is on account of
there being so many spies all
around, so if you wonder why
I do hot tell my experiences
you will know. We have not
been paid yet and the money
you sent was most welcome,
We hear every day that we
are to be paid but when night
comes it is the same old graft.
The weather has been fine,
Just about like it is in Iowa. I
though Irving was going to
enlist so fast. If I had waited
for him I would probably
have been waiting yet. You
ought to have received the
other letter I sent about a
week ago. You will probably
not get over three or :four
letters a month, but you will
understand why. One thing, I
cannot write everything that
happens like they do in the
states, another thing the mail
does not go across as often as
it used to. Suppose the school
house is going up fast. Well,
as it is getting dark I must
close.

With Love,

Leon Geyer.

Leon Geyer writes as fol-
lows from France: July 15,
1917.

Dear Folks:

Will write and let you know
how things are. A "lot more
mail arrived today and I got
five letters. Four from you
folks and one from Dorothy
Thomas. I was sure glad to
get them. They were from
June 12 to June 23. I am
feeling fine and dandy. The
only paper I got was in one of
the letters. If you mail them
second class the wrappers are
liable to get torn off and I’ll
not get them. The best way is
to put the news part in the
letter like you have. Am glad
to hear you are doinzg a good
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First Butler County Resident
Killed In Action In W.W. |

This is a third in a series
about Leon F. Geyer who
was killed in action in World
War I at the age of 18. This
series will contain news clip-
pings as well as letters writ-
ten home. Geyer was the first
from Butler County killed in
action in W.W. 1. The exerts
were submitted by Vopal
Youngberg of New Hartford.

Leon Geyer, writes as fol-
lows from somewhere in
France, July 26, 1917.

Dear Folks:

Have been so busy the past
week 1 have neglected to
write so will tell you what I
can of last week’s happen-
ings. We got paid last Friday.
I received 180 1-2 francs for
June. They were a little late
in paying, but I guess they
did not get the money from
the States. Even some of the
officers were broke I guess. I
think we will get paid on time
this month. I received another
letter the other day dated
. June 27. I was sure glad to
get it. The weather here sure
has been warm this week.
The people here put up more
hay than any place I ever
saw. I am feeling fine and
“raring” to go. Be sure and
send me that Bull Durham
and Hersey Bars.

Well as it is getting dark

must close and will write

longer letter in a day or two.
With Love,
Leon
AUGUST 2
Dear Folks,

Will write you a few lines
this evening as it is about
time I wrote again. I meant to
write before but was busy so
failed. It has been raining the
last couple of days quite a bit.
Have been on fatigue duty
the last two days. I am keep-
ing well all the time. Have
~ not even felt mean since we

arrived. The hard drilling

makes a fellow sleep at night.

1 wake up every morning

when the bugle blows at 5:30.

I wouldn’t know what it

meant to stay up and work

until 2:30 a.m. and then get
up at 10 a.m. any more. The
“Y.MC.A. have a large tent
_here with writing tables, free

paper and envelopes, two
small billiard tables, maga-
zines and cigarettes. I wish
you would send that Bull
Durham and Hersey Bars
about every two weeks, as the
French stores have tobacco
about half the time. Have
been out all day, had to buy
some cigarettes this evening.
The stores are not allowed to
sell candy and pastries on
Tuesday and Wednesday.
When I first came over here I
wondered why there were so
many stone fences and
houses but now I know why.
The first eight or ten inches
of soil is fairly good, but is
mixed with stones the size of
marbles up to the size of po-
tatoes. Down below this it is
solid rock. No wonder the
stone houses. I see by the
papers that the British and
French have started the big
battle of this year. When we
get there, there will be “Bo-
ches” flying in every direc-
tion. I wish you would send
me Hayes Johnson’s address
for I would like to write and
find out how he is enjoying
army life. If he has started
over here, tell me what regi-
ment he belongs to. I re-
ceived a New Hartford Re-
view dated July 5, last Mon-
day, but it did not say much
about the celebration. The
last letter I received was
dated June 27. In it you said
the papers said we had ar-
rived. That was the day we
arrived, but the New York
Herald edition that is printed
in Paris did not print the news
for a couple of days.

You folks ought to have
received a couple of letters
from France by this time. I
don’t know what I will write
in my next letter as every-
thing is the same and you are
not allowed to write news
that would be published in
the States. Will try and write
a couple of times a week.
Must close for this evening.
With Love,

Private Leon F. Geyer
Co. F. 16" Infantry,

A.EF.
Via, New York.

October 19, 1917
Dear Folks,

After a lapse of 10 days
will write again. The time
flies so fast, one doesn’t re-
alize that the week is past.
(Taken out by censor.) Well,
I finally received the two
packages. They were cer-
tainly appreciated, especially
the Hersey bars. I wish now I
had told you to send P.A. or
Velvet instead of Bull Dur-
ham, I have about 35 pack-
ages of Bull Durham now. I
got some at the commissary a
few days before I received
the packages. They have to-
bacco only about half the
time. When you send again
send P.A. or some can to-
bacco. If I have any Durham
left T can get rid of it. Well,
we have a new company
commander, Lieut. Comfort.
He is the third since our arri-
val in France. Captain Graves
is provost officer in France.
Lieut. Weidenbach, who suc-
ceeded him, has transferred
to the aviation corps. I have
not been paid yet this month,
but expect it soon. I expect
Harold has gone by this time
if he was not rejected. The
ice cream season must be
almost over now. I am well
as usual. Will write again
soon. Hoping you are all
well. I remain as ever.

With Love,

Leon F. Geyer

0O.K. W.E. Comfort

1% Lieut. 16" Infantry.
October 26,1017

Dear Folks

Will write again and tell
you the little news I can
write. The weather has still
been rainy. This makes it a
little disagreeable. We got
paid a week ago yesterday.
Still have about 60 francs
left. With what I had loaned

. out last month I have loaned

149 francs. I will only dray
102 francs next pay day, as I
bought three Liberty bonds
on the installment plan. I pay
$5 on each nine months and
the tenth month I pay $6.75
on each. The extra $1.75 is

Cont. Page 3
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Continued from page one

for interest. I believe it is a
good investment. We had a
Liberty loan day last week in
the American expeditionary
forces? Our regiment sub-
scribed  $252,300.00 for
bonds, leading the next high-
est regiment in this division
by over $48,000. That is
pretty good, isn’t it. That
ought to show some of the
people up and make them
realize that if a soldier can
take from one to five of these
bonds on $33.60 per month
they ought at least take that
many. I see by the paper that
he French have made another
haul this week, taking over
11,000 prisoners and 120
guns in three days. That is
certainly fine. How are the
drafted men getting along
there? I suppose it is pretty
hard on some of them, but
they ought to harden in. We
have had no mail for fifteen
days. I have been waiting to
hear from you before I wrote.
I have meant to write to
Dorothy Thomas, but have
been busy. Tell her I will
write soon, and tell her to
~write. I am keeping well and
fine. Hope you are all the
same. I probably will not get
a chance to write for a couple
of weeks as I will be ex-
tremely busy. When a week
or two elapses and you do not
hear from me, you may know
it is because I am too busy to
write and am thinking of all
of you. Hoping you have a
happy giving and that
you are all well and happy. I
remain Your loving son and
brother,
LeonF. Geyer.
December 27, 1917

Dear Folks,

Received your most wel-
comed letter of November
25" about a week ago, but

have been so busy I have
failed to answer it. Have
been working on the officers’

- mess; it keeps a fellow kind

of busy. I received the box
with the helmet, etc., before I
got the letter saying you had
sent it, but have not received
the other boxes yet. Was glad
to hear that the Red Cross
sale turned out so good. I
have had quite a cold the past
few days; am feeling better
now. It has been snowing
quite a bit the last few days;
there is about six inches on
the ground. There was a big
celebration here for the poor
French kids; they gave them
all presents. All of the com-
panies received some new
recruits; they are most all
wops. I got a letter from
Marguerite Saul about a week
ago. Was surprised to hear
from her. You wanted to
know about whether we had
to pay postage on packages
after we receive them. We do
not. Who spread that kinds of
stuff over there! We have not
been paid yet for November.
We expected to get our pay
before Christmas, but didn’t.
Don’t know when we will be
paid now. The helmet is cer-
tainly a fine thing; also the
comfort kit. I am going to
have my picture taken after
pay day. We can send them
across now. I hope you re-
ceived the handkerchief I sent

*you for Christmas. Well I

must close. Hoping you are
all well. Received the book of
cartoons and a letter from
Kate Barton this afternoon.
Was glad to get the cartoons;
they sure are interesting.
Your affectionate son,
Leon Geyer.
Next Week
Final Letters From France
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Leon F. Geyer

First Butler County Resident
Killed In Action In W.W. |

This is a fourth in a series
about Leon F. Geyer who
was killed in action in World
War I at the age of 18. This
series will contain news clip-
pings as well as letters writ-
ten home. Geyer was the first
from Butler County killed in
action in W.W. 1. The exerts
were submitted by Vopal
Youngberg of New Hartford.

Jan. 13,1918
Dear Folks:

I suppose you folks think I
am forgetting to write, but
don’t think I am. I have been
so damned busy that I have
“had no time. We leave for
.............. , guess it’s going
do-rBe ol this time. I
hope so any way. The sooner
done the better, I am feeling
fine; have not received the
big Xmas box yet. I received
a box of cigars from Henry
Peterson, (traveling man for
Martin Cigar Co., Waterloo)
and a box of home made
candy from C.J. Philo and
wife. As I haven’t had time to
write, I want you .to thank
them for me. I certainly ap-
preciate the gifts and was
also glad to get the letters, in
fact 1 appreciate them as
much as the gifts. In your last
letter you asked me if your
letters were censored; they
are not. I had my picture
taken New Years and was
supposed to get them last
Sunday, but have not got
them yet. I had to go to an-
other town to have them
taken. Will send them as soon
as I receive them. You asked
me to describe the towns;
well, most of the streets are
narrow with no alleys. The
houses are of stone and are
from 100 to 400 years old.
The houses, barn, hog house,

. chicken house, etc. are all
built together like that farm
house that is on the road to
/ Clarksville, only made of
stone. There are very few
farm houses in this part of the
countiy. The reason is that
man years ago brigands
would ride through the coun-

try stealing or killing all the

stock and destroying. So they

all live in towns with a high
stone wall around the houses,
unless the house is set practi-
cally on the curb. And they
go out in the country to work
their land. They hook their
horses to the wagons in sin-
gle file. I have seen as many
as five horses on one wagon
in single file. The weather
has been disagreeable of late;
a blizzard one day and rain
the next, but we have drilled
every week day and three
Sundays. Today was clear
and warm; yesterday snow
melting away fast. Well, it is
getting late; I must close. I
think I will get that box be-
fore long. I think the reason I
have not received it before is
because it is so large. Next
time send more smoking. I
am taking out $10,000 insur-
ance. It cost about $7.00 per
month. By the way, I also
received a box from Aunt
Ella. Give her my best wishes
and thanks. Will write her,
Philos and Peterson the first
chance. Hoping this finds you
all well and business good, I
remain your loving son,
Leon F. Geyer
Co. F 16" Inf.

Feb. 8, 1918
Dear Folks,

Well, as I have a few min-
utes time I will write a few
lines. I received a letter from
you and one from Lela both
dated Dec. 18", I have also
received two letters from
Dorothy during the ‘past
week; the last one from her
was dated Dec. 28. I have
never received the Xmas box
yet. It ought to turn up most
any day. I received Harold’s
picture about a week ago; it is
a pretty fine picture. I had
some taken New Years day
and just received them today.
It was pretty dark in the stu-
dio so the picture is kind of

dark; still it isn’t so bad. I am

going to send you three in
this letter and four in one I
will send in about a week.
This is in case one gets lost. I
want you to distribute them
around as follows: one to
Aunt Ella, one to Aunt Mag,
one to Mr. and Mrs. C.J.

Philo and one to Henry Peter-
son of Martin Cigar Co. Tell
the Philos and Peterson that I
don’t have time to write and
that I certainly appreciate the
boxes. I am sending a picture
to Dorothy and one to Kate
Barton; I had another letter
from her a couple of weeks
ago. This will leave three
pictures for you; I think that
ought to be plenty for you
folks. I was glad to hear that
you had received the hand-
kerchief; I was afraid you
might not get it. The weather
has been warm lately; there is
no snow and there has been
no rain for a couple of weeks.
I am surprised to hear that
you have meatless and
wheatless days now; well, it
is a pretty good idea at that.
Say, the last time I went to
the trenches I lost that com-
fort kit that you sent me. I put
it in the squad roll and the
roll got lost. Well, I must
write a letter to Dorothy and
one to Harry Bartons, so will
close for this time. With lots
of love,

Leon F. Geyer- :

P.S. Am feeling fine and glad
to hear that you are the same
and that business is good.
Pardon the writing as I am
sitting on the floor with a
board across my knees.
LF.G.

A few days later: I received
the Xmas box tonight and it
came just at a time when a
fellow needs something to
cheer him up, having just
returned from the trenches.
The cookies and cake were
still nice and fresh.

March 27,1918
Dear Folks,

Well, as I have a few spare
moments will write to you. I
am feeling fine. The weather
over here is great. All the
farmers are nearly through
plowing. The days are quite
warm and the nights cold. I
received the box from Harold
a few days ago. I also re-
ceived a letter from Ora
Fredericks; he said he had a
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John Young and several otn-
ers had gone. I would like to
get Percy’s address. Was glad
to hear that you are all well
and that business is good.
You certainly had a lot of
sale lunches this last winter.
Well, the Boche is sure at it
now but I don't think he can
get through the British or
Canadian lines. We go back
to the trenches soon. Well,
they aren't so bad as some
persons think they are, and as
the Canadians say, if a Ger-
man bullet has got your name
written on it, it takes a pretty
spry neck to dodge it. The
only thing that bothers a fel-
low is standing on post, in the
trenches, at night, and the
wire  entanglement  post
shake, do the hulu, huly,
squad right, etc. I'll bet more
than one has six or! more
bullet holes in it caused by
some sentry who, while not
scared, was a little nervous
and took the post for Boches.
Standing and looking over
entanglements for 18 to 12

-hours, it certainly looks as if

the posts were moving. I have
been made a first-class pri-
yate now so I draw $3.00
extra; that certainly will help
as I drew only 66 francs be-
fore that. The liberty loan of
86 fr ($1500) and $10,000
insurance of 36 fr. ($640)
each leaves only 66 fr. Don’t
feave any too much at the
price things are over here,
although I guess it is enough.
Well, I must close for this
time; with lots of love, and
hoping you are all well.
Your loving son,

Leon F. Geyer -

Co. F 16 inf. :
. In a letter of March 17
Leon tells of going over the
top and into the German
trenches, but did not find any
Germans, and got back with-
out a scratch. Had just left the
trenches for a short rest when

_the letter was written.

April 21, 1918
Dear Folks, '

Well, as I have a little time,
will write and let you know I
am alive and kicking. I re-
ceived a bunch of mail the
other day, was glad to hear
that you are all well and that
business is good. I also re-
ceived a letter from Harold.
The weather has been fine
over here. The farmers are
planting lots of grain. Was
sorry to hear of so many
deaths around home. There
tertainly are a bunch of peo-

le dropping off. I received a

tter from Percy (Geyer) a
Tew weeks ago. He says he is

- how a corporal; his address is



= (About one-half page cen-
sored out, this is what was

)
< probably not for a couple of
ears. I have not received any
xes for some time. When

Sending again, send more
fobacco, as we have a crisis
every once in a while. Also
send some good hand soap
and some matches. I was
-going to write to Harold but
‘haven’t time, so write and tell
‘him that I am alright. We
‘haven’t been paid since Janu-
‘ary so have been quite pov-
rerty stricken for some time.
-Some of the fellows have
‘been writing out checks on
‘their deposits in the U.S.
‘banks. Well, as there isn’t
‘anymore news, will close;
-hoping you are all well and
~happy.

' Your loving son,
Leon F. Geyer.
: P.S. Write as often as you
\can.

May 6, 1918
Dear Folks, :
As I have a few minutes
spare time I will write. I have
received several letters from
-you lately. Am glad to hear
that you are all well and
business is good. Have re-
ceived a few letters from
Harold, one from Ora
. Fredricks and one from Percy
:Geyer. Well, I have not got
-hit by the Boche yet, but will
- say that we are on (censored)
‘been quite a (censored) but
have not been fortunate to
:mun into any Huns. We sure
< have a plucky Captain. The
- last time we were in the front
-line he crawled out in “No

Man’s Land” part of which
was in a woods and killed a
man at a machine gun post
with his pistol in broad day-
light.

We have not been paid for
over three months, I wrote a
check on my account on the
New Hartford Bank for $20. I
do not know why we are not
paid. I will have $40 coming
when we do get it. The
weather is fine over her now
except for a few disagreeable
rains. It don’t get dark over
here until 9 or 9:30 in the
evening. Well as I can’t think
of any more will close. Will
write again as soon as I get
the chance.

With lots of love,
Leon F. Geyer
CO.F. 16" Inf.

May 20, 1918
Dear Brother,

As I have a little time will
answer your letter. Would
have answered before but
have not had time. Well, how
do you like the army by this
time? I am back in a rest
camp now. Don’t know how
long I'll stay. The Germans
are liable to commence a big
drive, at any time, as the pa-.
pers state they are massing
troops behind the lines. The
Boche avions come over and
visit us on nice clear moon-
light nights, but very seldom
hit anybody. All civilians and
soldiers have to be out of
town at 9:00 p.m. unless it is
cloudy and rainy. My Pal,
Wm. B. Thomas, and I are
working in the officers mess
at one of the French peoples

“home. They are sure a fine

pair, but it certainly makes us
laugh to see them going to
the tall timber in the evening.
The old gentleman isn’t so
scared of the avions, but the
madam like all women sure
gets excited along about dark.
She has the old gent pack a
suit case about the size of a
trunk and out they go to the
tall weeds, she on the trot and
the old gent with the suit case
coming behind, trying to
keep up with her. I had begun
to think there were no farm

houses in France, but up
_around this sector there are
~some real farms and nice

houses. The chautaus that the
French have sure would make
some Americans big houses
look like a wood shed. I have
got so I can understand most
anything that is said in
French and parley quite a bit.
Well, as it is almost dinner
time I must close for this
time,
Leon Gever.

May 30, 1918
Dear Folks, :

Received your letter of
May 19" with the bouquets,
was glad to hear that business
is good and that you are all
well. I suppose you have seen
by the papers what the
Americans have done in the
last few days. I think Amer-
ica will be a deciding factor
in this war yet. I was glad to
hear that Orrin had joined. I
think the recruiting officer
was mistaken when he told
him he would receive $66 per
month. The Quarter Master
truck drivers over here only
receive $33 unless they are a
Non Commissioned officer or
a first class private.

A little incident occurred
the other day in which a large
cave was found under this
town. It is claimed to have
been built in the time of Cae-
sar. An old Frenchman had
the blue prints of it. The cave
is said to have over four hun-
dred rooms in it and the tun-
nels lead all over the town.
The entrances were all filled
up so they are digging them
out. It goes down about
twenty feet and then runs
level. The sides are bricked

~ up lime rocks. I may get a
chance to explore it when

they get the entrances
cleared.

Well as there is no more
news will close. This leaves
me feeling fine. I suppose
there will be a big parade etc.
over there today. Your affec-
tionate son.

Leon F. Geyer.

Next Week:
Notification Of The Death .
Of Leon F. Geyer
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This is a fifth in a series
about Leon F. Geyer who
was killed in action in World
War I at the age of 18. This
series will contain news clip-
pings as well as letters writ-
ten home. Geyer was the first
from Butler County killed in
action in W.W. I: The exerts
were submitted by Vopal
Youngberg of New Hartford.

Following are news releases
and other information on
the death of Leon F. Geyer

Last Friday morning Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Geyer re-
ceived a letter which they had
written to their son, Leon
who is in France marked,
“Return to sender”. In addi-
tion to this the word “de-
ceased” had been stamped on

the letter in a number of

places and also written once
i pencil. No other post
marks on the letter except
New Hartford. It had been 52
days since the letter was
written and sent and in that
time no official word has
been received from the war
department at Washington in
regard to Leon. A dispatch
was sent to Washington ask-
ing for information. Monday
a dispatch was received from
Carl Geyer, train dispatcher
at Fort Dodge, who had seen
Senator Kenyon, saying he
had received word from the
war department, that they
would get official word from
his commanding officer in
France as soon as possible.
Leon’s family and many
friends here anxiously await
further word and hope that
some error has been made
and that he is alright. Leon
enlisted over a year ago and
was among the first Ameri-

can troops to land in France
and has been in active service
on the firing line for several
months.

Mr. and Mrs. Geyer and
family wish in this way to
thank their many friends who
have so freely shown their
sympathy and interest in the
welfare of their son Leon in
the time he has been away
and also at this trying time.

Towa Boy Reported Dead
Leon Geyer, of Cedar Falls,
May be Among Victims of
Hun Attack.

Special to Times-Republican

Cedar Falls, July 16 -
Frank Geyer, restaurant
keeper at New Hartford, ten
miles west of here, is anx-
jously awaiting confirmation
or denial from Washington of
his son’s, death in service
overseas.

First intimation that his
son, Leon Geyer, fighting the
Hun in France, was dead
came Sunday when a letter he
had written his son some
weeks before was returned.

Across the address was
stamped the word ‘“de-
ceased”.

The father forthwith wired
Washington for confirmation
of his fears, but was still
awaiting a reply today.

Leon Geyer’s name has not
appeared on any of General

Pershing’s casualty lists pub-

lished here. He had been in
France for several months.
Leon Geyer Was
Killed In Action
Fate of New Hartford Boy
In France Made Known To
Parents, Relieving Stress
Uncertainty concerning the
fate of Leon Geyer, a youth-
ful soldier in France, reported
killed in action in June, later
reported alive and still later

-stabilize

reported “deceased” by his
comrades, was cleared away
last night by the receipt of a
message from the war de-
partment to the parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Frank  Geyer, at
New Hartford, that Leon was
killed June 6.

Leon enlisted in June,
1917, at the age of 17. He
had been in France for sev- |
eral months and had writtén
letters home at intervals ‘of
two or three weeks. His last
letter was received about the
middle of June. It passed the
letter mailed to him at his
command in France, and it
was recently returned with
the word “deceased” written
on the envelope.

The young hero was a
cousin of Mrs. Harry Barton.

The parents have felt that
their son was still living.
They had hoped the reports
concerning his death were
untrue, and yet they felt he
might as well be dead as be a
prisoner in the hands of such
an unprincipled foe. The re-
port from the war depart-
ment, tho causing sadness
and sorrow, in reality tends to
their disquieting
emotions, for now the near
relatives realize he fell while
doing his full duty to himself
and his country.

Letter Received
by Mrs. Geyer

Mrs. Geyer sent a request
to Lieut. Col. Cooper, for
particulars of the death of her
son Leon. This letter was
referred to the American Red
Cross which located a friend
of Leon who sent the fol-
lowing letter home:

4

Cont. Page 3
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Letters Sent Home By \%
Leon F. Geyer
First Butler County Resident

Killed In Action In W.W. |

Continued from page one

American Red Cross
Camp Service
U.S. Army Hospital
Fort Des Moines, fowa
October 26, 1918.
Mrs. Martha Geyer

Received a letter this eve-
ning through the Red Cross
which I suppose was handed
from Lieut. Col. Cooper in
charge here, asking about
your son Leon. I can and will
give you some information in
regard to your son. He was a
very close friend of mine
while we were in France. The
report was true, he was killed
on the morning of the 6™ of
June. Leon and I were in
charge of a machine gun at
Catigny at the time he was
hit. The Lieut. sent Leon and
I to the captain’s quarters one
night, but we were not able to
get there on account of gas
and bombardments, so we
returned and told our lieuten-
ant. So the next morning the
lieutenant ' sent Leon with a
fellow named Parks. They
delivered the message all o.k.
and were returning out of the
dug out. The town was being
bombarded and he and Parks
were killed instantly in the
door of the dugout. They
never knew what hit them. As
to the report I got at the time,
I was over at Cantigny that
eve and sdw the two, Leon
and also Parks. They were
buried there at Cantigny that
night. Leon was liked by all
of the officers and boys as

well. He was not the shirking |

kind and always ready to do
his little bit wherever he was,
and that way he had quite a
reputation and was like by
everyone. I went over the
same time your son left the
states and was with him
every day, so I got to be a
friend to him and he to me.
He never was in any kind of
trouble the whole time that I
knew him. He was ready to
do anything that came along.
He was hit in the stomach
and nearly cut in two, so you
see that he did not suffer any
at all. I was wounded in Can-
tigny the 9" when we were
getting relieved, but have
recovered considerahle un to

now. Suppose your papers
never have the full details of
anything, as there is so much
that the government could not
give all as a fellow could out
of one’s company, that has
been hit. If there is anything
that I can tell you people in
regard to your son would do
it with pleasure, as most
mothers are anxious to know
of their boys. My address is.
Geo. Holifield
General Hospital 26,
Ward 15
Fort Des Moines, lowa
Leon Geyer Killed In
Action — First From Butler
: County

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Geyer Makes Great Sacri-
fice For His Country June
6.

Gloom was cast over this
community Thursday evening
when the sad intelligence
reached this city from the war
department at Washington,
that Leon F. Geyer, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Geyer,
had been killed in action on
the battlefields of France on
June 6. The telegram, which
was addressed to his mother,
brought intense sorrow to the
Geyer family, as on July 10, a
letter which they had written
to the young hero, was re-
turned to them marked “de-
ceased” in several places, and
the matter was taken up with
the war department who as-
sured them that no news of
his death had been received
in Washington.

This word gave the grief-
stricken family renewed en-
couragement and their every
thought was again turned to
the part Leon was playing in
helping make his country and
the world safe for democracy,
and looked forward with
pride when the brave soldier
son and brother would come
marching home to them.

Leon enlisted on the 10®

day of May, 1917, at the age
of seventeen years, and was
the first boy to answer his
country’s call from Beaver
township, who took the in-
fantry as his choice. He left
this city on the evening of
May 10, for Jefferson Bar-
racks, MO., where he was
assigned to Company F, resl
infantry. He remained in the -
United States a short time
and on June 26, of the same
year he enlisted, landed in
France, where he received. his
training before going into
action.

Several letters which he
had written to his parents
showed him to always be in
the best of spirits. The last
letter received from him was
written May 30, six days be-
fore his death, and stated he
had been night raiding for
some months. ;

Leon was the first from this

place to enlist; he was the
first from Butler County to
give his life for his country’s
sake and today beside the
stars and stripes hanging in
the main street of his old
home town flies a service
flag with a gold star in the
center in honor of the sacri-
fice he has made. Leon F.
Geyer was born at New Hart-
ford, Iowa, September 20,
1899, and was killed in the
service of his country June 6,
1918, at the age of eighteen
years. He grew up to young
manhood in this vicinity and
received his education in the
New Hartford Public
Schools. He assisted his fa-
ther in the restaurant until his
enlistment on May 10, 1918.
Leon was held in high esteem
in this city and was very
popular among his associates.
Besides, his parents, he
leaves two sisters, one
brother, and a number of
relatives to mourn his death,
all of whom have the sym-
pathy of the entire commu-
nity.

Memorial services were
conducted from the Baptist
Church in this city Sunday
afternoon at 2 o’clock, Rev.
H. A. Essex officiating, the
church being packed to ca-
pacity. Rev. Essex spoke
comforting words to the fam-
ily and relatives and gave
comfort to the mothers and
fathers of the boys who are
now serving on the field of
battle. The G. A. R. and the
W.R.C. attended the services
in a body.

the following letter from
Mrs. HD. Hay of Glidden,
Iowa, whose son Merle was
the first American boy to be
killed on the western front.
Glidden, Iowa, Jan. 5, 1919
Dear Mrs. Geyer,

Received your letter today
and assure you I feel for you
and all the bereaved mothers
of this land of ours, as I so
well know what you are
passing through for I too am
passing that way.

I am sorry for what I am
going to tell you, but judge
you by myself and think you
would rather know the truth.
Yes, one of Merle’s com-
rades-has got home and gave
me the details of my boy’s
death and burial, and  as
Merle was the first killed
they gave him a funeral and
Christian burial and his grave
is kept covered with flowers
by the women of Bethelmont,
but Mrs. Geyer. Walter says
when boys fall in battle there
are so very many that they
cannot be buried separately

but that burial details are
sent out after each battle as
soon as they can and the field
has to be cleared and our
brave boys are buried in the
easiest way and fifteen and
twenty in a bunch, either in
an old trench or, shell hole
and he further said that while
some of the boys would not
have a mark on their bodies,
others would all be blown to
pieces, and I fear too from
what he said that there is
small chances of ever getting
their personal belongings. I
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This is a last in a series about
Leon F. Geyer who was
killed in action in World War
I at the age of 18. This series
will contain news clippings
as well as letters written
home. Geyer was the first
from Butler County killed in
action in W.W. L. The exerts
were submitted by Vopal
Youngberg of New Hartford.

. Following are news clips

on the funeral of
Leon F. Geyer

Remains Of Private
Leon F. Geyer
Buried
In Oak Hill
Sunday Afternoon

The remains of Private 1*
Class Leon F. Geyer, who
was killed in the battle of
Cantigny, on the morning of
June 6, 1918, arrived in
Hoboken, New Jersey on
March 18, and arrived in
New Hartford at 1:30 a.m. on
March 25, in charge of Pri-
vate Roy Beaver, Battery E,
3" Field Artillery, of Camp
Grant, who acted as military
escort from Chicago.

Leon enlisted on the 10"
day of May 1917, at the age
of 17 years and was the first
boy to answer his country’s
call from Beaver township,
who took the infantry as his
choice. He left this city on
the evening of May 10 for
Jefferson Barracks, Mo.,
from there he was sent to El
Paso, Texas, where he was
assigned to Company F, 16"
Infantry, 1% Division. He
remained in the United States
a short time and on June 26,
1917, landed in France,
where he received his train-
ing before going into action.
Several letters, which he had
written his parents showed
him to be always in the best
of spirits and stated the game
of hunting Huns to be some
sport. The last letter received
from him was written on
Memorial Day, 1918, six
days before his death, and
stated he had been night
raiding for some months.

Leon was the first to enlist
from this place to take the
army as his choice of service

. and was the first from Butler

County to give his life for his
country’s sake on the field of

; b_attle, and in the center of the
- city’s service flag is one gold
- -star in honor of the sacrifice

he has made.

Leon F. Geyer, son of
Frank and Martha Geyer, was
born at New Hartford, Iowa,
September 20, 1899 and was
killed in the service of his
country June 6, 1918, at the
age of 18 years. He grew to
young manhood in this vicin-
ity and received his education
in the New Hartford public
school. He assisted his father
in the restaurant until his en-
listment, May 10, 1917. Leon
was held in high esteem in
this city and was very popu-
lar among his associates. Be-
sides his parents, he leaves to
mourn his death, two sisters,
one brother and numerous
other relatives and a host of
friends. :

Memorial services were
conducted on August 11,
1918, from the Baptist church
at 2:00 o’clock, Rev. Essex
officiating. The church was
packed to capacity.

The funeral was conducted
Sunday afternoon, March 27,
1921, from the Baptist church
at 2:00 o’clock in charge of
Becker-Chapman Post No.
138, American Legion of
Waterloo and Rev. Essex of
this city. After the Legion
ritual was given, Rev. Essex
spoke from the text “They
shall beat their spears into
pruning hooks  and their
swords into plow shares, na-
tion shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more.”
The church was filled with

friends gnd many were turned
away.

Mrs. D.H. Pelletier ren-
dered Nearer My God To
Thee, Beautiful Isle of
Somewhere, and America
with the Post standing at at-
tention. The pall bearers were
selected from ex-service men,
who saw duty over seas, and
were Percy Geyer, Alfred
Barrett, Orin Wolfensperger,
Corley Pennington, Harry
Petersen and Robert Reid.
The remains were borne to
Oak Hill Cemetery on a cais-
son drawn by four beautiful
black horses. They were laid
to rest in the family plot.with
honors, the last salute and
taps being given by a firing
squad and bugler from
Becker Chapman Post 138
American Legion. The re-
mains were not with out a
military escort from the time
they left France until they
were laid to rest in Oak Hill.
The floral tributes were very
beautiful and told in their
silent way the high esteem in
which the young hero was
held.

The following article was
prepared at the time of
Leon’s death by Miss L. A.
Larkin of Shell Rock, a
cousin of Mrs. Frank Geyer:

Leon F. Geyer has just
closed a wonderful twentieth
century adventure. He has

Cont. Page 3

made his rise to glory by the
greatest of all sacrifices.
Truly, “the path of glory
leads but to the grave.” His
an honored grave of a true
soldier at the early age of 18
years. Leon comes from a
truly patriotic family, his
grandfather, Henry Thomas
was numbered with the dead
in the sixties, his great grand-
father, Adno Thomas Sr.,
fought in the war of 1812, a
great uncle, Royce Beckwith,
served in the Mexican war;
his other great grandfather,
Nathan Olmstead, was also a
veteran of the sixties; as were
also his great uncles, T. G.
and Orrin Olmstead, another
step farther back, Silas Olm-
stead marched with Col.
Mead’s brigade to the relief
of Fort William Henry in
1775 and still another step
farther, Capt. James Olm-
stead in 1731 struggled with
the problem of the colonies
as town clerk, selectman,
deputy general and court se-
lectman, helped with the
foundation that has made this
‘plorious United States the
' honored and worthy nation,
! which Leon has laid down his
: life for; Another great uncle,
- Samuel Geyer served in the
= Civil War. o
Legion Honor.
_Cantigny Hero
Leon F. Geyer Laid To
Final Rest With
Touching Tributes
e .. At New Hartford

-

. Seéventy-five members of

R Sl BE S 05 SRS &

. Becker-Chapman post,
¢ American Legion, in 24
¢ automobiles, attended the

. funeral of Leon F. Geyer,
* who was killed while on duty
* as a dispatch bearer at Can-
- tigny, France, in June 1917.
. The services in the Baptist
* church at New Hartford,
: were conducted by the post.
" 'Four black horses drawing
. the caisson upon which the
. casket was borne to its last
| resting place, were driven
: from Waterloo.

Leon Geyer, who enlisted
i at 17 and was the first from
! New Hartford to offer his life
« for his country, was the son
i of Mr. and Mirs. J.F. Geyer.
i Rev. Mr. Essex,:the pastor,
| spoke  -eloquently of the
‘ manly traits of the soldier
i'boy. The floral offerings
. were . very numerous and
beautiful. The church was
. crowded with friends.



¢ “Nearer, My God, to Thee”,
¢ and. “Beautiful Isle of Some-
. where” = were  rendered.
. “America” was sung with
* soldiers at attention. The cas-
+“ket of the departed hero was
never for a moment without
1 escort from the time it left
‘burial plot in France until
‘was turned over to the fa-
er. A young soldier named
Jeaver, age 19, on duty at
Camp Grant, escorted the
/body from Chicago to New
- Hartford. :
¥+ Mr. and Mrs. H.O. Barton
-and. daughter, Katherine, and
Miss Marquerite Saul, rela-
tives of ‘the ~departed, at-
tended the funeral from Wa-
terloo. ‘
Leon Geyer, Hero Of
- Cantigny, To Rest In
Cemetery At Home

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Geyer,
New Hartford, have received
word that the body of their
son, Leon, who was killed in
battle at Cantigny, France, in
June 1918 was expected to
arrive. in New York yester-
day. Leon enlisted within a
few days after the United
State entered the war. He was
only 18 years old. In June,
1917, he went overseas to
take his part at the front.

*

e e e

plaint. He never found fault
with army life and never ex-
pressed a regret that he had
placed his life at the disposal
of his country. He had acted
as messenger under the hail
of bullets and among bursting
shells at Cantigny and came
off two days without a

dugout on the third cay of his
perilous _dispatch-bearing he

B e ke S PP S S 2

_ was killed by a shell.

%" Following was a letter Post-
&% marked on May 20, 1921
i’) | from Washington:

2% Dear Mrs. Geyer,

%‘ -1 was glad to receive your
% letter and of course will tell
-

=L son’s death. I would have

" written. you at the time but
= upon leaving the Cantigny
« Sector, I was ordered to the
United States and then to
%7 Siberia so you can see I had
4 no opportunity to ascertain
>+ your address. Besides a com-
glétc report was forwarded
ack by me from the lines
and I can’t understand why

-
4
£
E you all that I know of your
»
'y
&

78
!3,- ~
g.’;‘ you were not notified by the

scratch. Just as he left his

WY G A Wy e o=
such cases, except that the 1%
Div. was doing strenuous
work, being moved rapidly
and consequently reports
were difficult to ‘transmit
properly until after divisions
came to France. .

If you have the certificate
you mention I should suggest
you send it to the Adj. Gen-
eral in order to have a silver
star placed on his Victory
Medal. T am under the im-
pression that your -son was
awarded a criox de guerre
when F. Co. was raided in the
Funneville sector in the fall
of 1917 but your son was an
excelient soldier, zealous in
the lines and dependable at
all times. His comrades both
officers and non sincerely
regretted his death but you
may be proud of his record
and the fact that he lost his
life for his country with the
first American troops to get
into action and bear the brunt.

I was about twelve feet
from your son when he was
killed and the shock of the
explosion 3s a shell caved in

* our cellar nearly did for all of

us. After getting those of us
unhurt and the wounded who
could walk out of the debris I

S . personally returned to what
In.his letters home Leon
never uttered a word of com-

was left of the cellar to see if
anything could be done for
your son and another man
Wwho was lying with him. The
body of your boy was not
mutilated except that his left
shoulder was broken and
almost disjointed and pierced
by a shell splinter which had
caused his death. You may be
assured that he died instantly
and the shock of the explo-
sion should have been fatal
even if he were untouched.

1 am writing the company
to let you know about this
matter.

1 have always felt that I
would do anything for the
men with me in France and
particularly for those who did

\

such excellent work — among

these I number your son.

The evening of the day he
was killed we buried him
near our front line, where he
would have preferred to lie.

- His personal effects were
forwarded back to the bureau
of effects and should have
‘been sent you. However in
the confusion of Modem war
so many things miscarry that
these effects will be difficult
to trace. i

Hoping that 1 have an-
swered your questions.
Sincerely K
A.C. Traves
Apt. Co. F 16 Inf.

Leon Geyer

From the following

EX-SERVICE MEN

Harry Thomas Hnrbld Joh
Orrin Woltensperger - oo

_ Clarerce Shannon Corbett Cool
Leon Grandon Harry Potem:
Murk Peterson Robert Deitrick
Erney Luck Fred Tuck
Orian Luck Howard Wright
Alfred Barvett John Grady

Scotty Schmitt
Glen Harmon
Allen Smith

Howard Jones
Murtin Gersema

Ed M~ore
Hal Bronson O’iver Townsend”
Art Maxwell L A. tamp

Clarence Wallace



Leon Geyer

A collection of letters and articles of his life in the

military and death in the service of our country

Date of Birth: September 20, 1899
Date of Death: June 6, 1918
Branch of Service: Army

Company F, 16'" Infantry
May 10, 1917 to June 6, 1918

Rank at Death: Private First Class




Leon Geyer

Date of Birth: September 20, 1899
Date of Death: June 6, 1918

Branch of Service: Army
Company F, 16" Infantry
May 10, 1917 to June 6, 1918
Rank at Death: Private First Class

Military Service:

»  Jefferson Barracks, Missouri
» Processing, physicals, etc.

> Fort Bliss, El Paso, Texas
»  Arrived May 20, 1917
» 34" Infantry
>  Assigned to Company F, 16" Infantry
» LeftonJune1, 1917

» Hoboken, New Jersey
»  Arrived June 9, 1917
>  Went straight on board the ship Havana for transport
»  The ship went to Norfolk, Virginia to meet with 15 other ships
(battleships & destroyers) for the trip to France on June 14
» France
»  Arrived June 26, 1917
» By July 8 had been in three different places
>  Spent the first few months in training with French forces
»  Inthe fall went into the battle trenches

»  Cantigny, France
>  Spenttwo days acting as a messenger under a hail of bullets and

shell fire.
»  Just as he left his dugout on the third day with a dispatch, he was
killed by a shell ¥
»  Buried in Grave No. 6, Section A, American Cemetery #176 near T b
Sommes & e
»  On March 27, 1921, Leon’s body buried in Oak Hill Cemetery in Grave # 6, Section A

New Hartford with full military honors. Initial Grave of Leon chzr
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‘Geyer Funeral —to |
be Held on Friday
at New Har;for;l'

(Couricr Special Service)

Cedar Falls—John Frank Geyer, 69,
retired business man of New Hart-
ford, and a brother of Mrs. Margaret
Cortright, Cedar Falls, died at his
heme there Tuesday evening, Jan. 3,
after an illness of 26 months, due
to a paralytic stroke suffered on Nov.
9, 1930.

Mr. Geyer, son of Joseph and
Martha Benage-Geyer, was born in

fephenson county, Illinois, July 17,

‘63. He came with his parents

> Towa in 1869 and in 1879 to

utler county. He had since resided
0 Builer and Grundy counties.

He was married to Mary E. Meyers
»% Rock Grove, Ill., Feb, 23, 1887.’
ohe died in Octobéer of 1889. On
Nov. 30, 1892, he was united in ma-r-i
“age to Miss Martha A. Thomas who
+ith three. children, survives. They
ari_ Nona and Harold Geyer, New
Hartford, and Lela M: Geyer, deputy
clerk of court at Allison. One son,
Leon F. Geyer, was killed in the
world war at Cantigny, France, on
June 6, 1918. Several nieces and
uephews also survive.

ile was a member of Modern
‘Nooimen of America and of Beaver
.odge. No. 472, A. F. & A. M,

Funcral services: are to be pri-

 vate for the relatives and close
friends of the family and will be at
the home at 2 p. m. Saturday. The
fan;ﬂy requests that mno flowers be
sent, :

county farm; re-
turned to Butler county in 1912;
I married to John Frank Geyer Nov.
1892, at Waterloo, and he
{preceded her Jan. 3, 1933; mem-
ber of New Hartford chapter No.|
Order of the Eastern Star;|
of Becker - Chapman|
Legion auxiliary No. 138 at Wa-
|terloo ang its oldest Gold Stari
| mother; member of Cedar camp
‘No. 621, Royal Neighbors, at Cedar
Falls; treasurer of the New Hart-
 ford consolidated school district 13
! years; only Gold Star mother in
New Hartford from World war I;
Harold O. Geyer,
New Hartford; one daughter, Lela
M. Geyer, Allison; also preceded
by parents, one sister,
ers; one son, Leon, June 6, 1918,
in France during World -war I,
and a daughter, Nona, Feb. 16,

/1948

leaves one son,

Wordoas amd Foconts Foy
o8 Walor LL 72”“’/@‘%

New Hartford — Mrs. Martha A.

at 4:30 a. m. Monday
at her home here;
stroke 10 months ago and several
heart attacks since; born Aug. 14,
1860, at Barrett, Marshall county,
Kansas, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Thomas; came to Iowa with
her parents by ox team at the
age of three weeks; lived in But-
ler county until 1902,
to a Grundy

suffered a

then moved

two broth-



eral services were conducted
Sat day ernoon,i'san“ 7th, 1933
frogn home,in charg

x of Morenc‘i,

Carl
4 w‘I‘he Iollowing out of DWn rela-A
‘twes and friemds 'attenlt\i:ud“’t;w. ‘

' Dunkerton, ‘Mr. and Mrs.  Harry
cortrigxt Plainfield; Mrs. Gene-
vieve Hardy and two sons, Mrs. J.
H. Shanks, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Tho-
mas, Mr. and Mrs. L. A. \Hoffman
Mr. aners o 1 Hoﬂ’ma i has.
and Clyde Hoffman, '
and s0n, Donald and
W. F. Miller, all of Wi 00; Mr.
‘and Mrs. Alden Quimby, Mr. and
Mrs. Harry Conlin, Mr.- ‘and Mrs.
Alva Rockey and mother E
Falls; Ed Conlin, Austin}
Mr. and Mrs.. Glen Sau
City; Lee L. Parks CiL

I We desu'ef ‘in thl.s mannm' to ex-
press our heartfelt thankq to any
{and all who in any Wa.y fsassisted
during the s1ckness

bro’oher :
: Mrs. g Geyer
, Nona, Lela.
'Margaret ,C )




- —Nona Fione Geyer—

Nona Fiona Geyer was born in
New Hartford on November 12,
1897, daughter of John Geyer
and Martha Thomas -Geyer and
passed away at the family home
February 16, 1939 at the age of 41
years, 3 months and 4 days, the

immediate cause of death being!
pulmonary tuberculosis. 2

Since birth Nona had been an
invalid unable to speak or wait
‘upon herself but despite all of
‘these handicaps she had a sign
language of her own and was
able to make her wants known
to her loved ones and friends.

All through the span of her
[life she has been a patient
sufferer from many ailments due
to her invalid condition. For the
last seven weeks of her life she
had been bedfast. All that lov-
ing and tender care could do
was done to alleviate her pain
and suffering and bring a little
cheer and gladness into her life.

She leaves to mourn her pass-
ing, a devoted and loving moth-
er, Mrs. Martha Geyer, one
brother, Harold, one sister Lela
Aliison, and a number of cous-
ins. One brother, Leon was
killed in action in the World
War and her father died in
January 1933.

Funeral services were held on
Saturday at 2 p. m. at the home
in charge of Rev. Chas. Martin
of Dike assisted by Rev. F. L.
Hinshaw of New Hartford. Bur-
ial was on the family lot in
Ozk Hill cemetery. /q 39 :

i saliil

;Légion, Auxiliary
at New Hartford

o Honox Mrs. Beyer

(Courier Special Service) >

New Hampton, Ia—At a joint
| meeting of Geyer Bickner Ameri-
| can Legion post and auxiliary Mon-
day evening Mrs. Martha Geyer
Eand her son Harold, were honor
' guests.
Y 1ey. presented the post and aux-
iliary With framed photographs of
their son and brother, Leon, who
was killed in battle at Catigny
France, on'June 6, 1918. ¥

‘A birthday cake was presented to
Mrs. Geyer, New Hartford’s only |
Gold Star mother, by Mrs. Lloyd |
Perrin, unit president. The auxil-
iary also presented Mrs. Geyer with
a gift.
1
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il el

o~

Al

\

&1 on Ris'parents farm near Plain-| |
| tield, Towa; Deeembex‘

sition Was ;

'best -things
i1to God early in Ixfe.

Hiter
3 %he meetings this. fall. He
lin his freshman

sehool, but will finish his school-and

e it N, P <At-."l‘

s w"\}r',q:;w;.- e

f/ 5

o ;;Au/hl

ing" Goéd(,

01,

, 1919,

He was always

the Church a year ago larst E
r and was a real help “durin

‘year in hxgh

uncles, aunts, cousins and many ;y
friends.

Funeral
Tuesday afternoon from the,
Methodist church in, charge of
‘the pastor; Rev. J. E. Pritchard.
Leon’s class in school, the Hi-¥:/45
Jboys and otiher special’ groupsy.
attended dn a body. - The church
was filled to .capacity, many j«i
friends being u.nable to gain |\

'teem in which ledn: and thej
family are held in this and oth- 15
er communities. ! j

Casket bearers were Waynel|
Ballhagen, Robert Moore, Ar-

.

Jr., Forrest - Brouhard and Don|
Ca.rson
Mrs. W. Harmopn adn Mrs. Ed
Moore with Miss Winifred Dodd
as accc»mpa,mst sang ‘“No Not, |
One,” “The Lord Knows Why” |~
‘and “Safe in the Arms of Jesus.”
Burial was in Oak Hill Ceme-
tery. g2
“The clock of Life is wound hut
once ‘

o -fnu’ﬂ.‘«.

!

And mo man hath the power . j
To ten Just when the hand will }

! At late or early hour

Live, love, toil with a will

R
Heols

.and Mrs. H. B. Good
and. Dau”hters

‘:'.‘l_
Cle- 2

|
l

l\i

NASHUA—George Clinton
ment. 68. Wednesday at his home
here: born Nov, 27, 1870, in Jasper
Coumv came to Nashua 14 years

insveawriod  Alice  Emanuel June

ing in God's Glory. - as
He leaves to mourn his pas

ing his parents, six sisters, !

tiaree sg‘ra.ndparents, ~ several en

services = were held | T-
ar

entrance  showing the high es-}. %

nold Johnson, George Gersema, | |« :
1+ Farewell! The maze has»‘ beenf:

: b | Brouhard.
Now is the only time your own, 7 %

four chﬂdren s ive.
Harold and Nona”Geyer

ty chief clerk of court at ~Allison.

-|One son,.Leon F. Geyer, was killed

in the world war. at | Cantigny,
France on June 6th, 1918. One sis- |
ter, Mxs. ‘Margaret Qorh*ight. of [

|and nfeces also survive.

= America. aml-“of Bea
| ver-Lodge No 472 A.F. and A. M. .
* Today, the journey is ‘énded;
They have worked out the man—
‘dates of fate
Naked, alone, undefended
They knock at the Uttermost Gate.

knocking;
- Acyoss endless. reaches behold

Hartford and Lela M. Geyer, depu- v

| He wasa mex;nber of thé Modern W
> | Woodmen

Lo, the gate swings wide at their 3

Cedar Falls, and several- nephew.s

Lost ﬂ:ﬂriends W:th laughber come ,b

To give them glad welcome Tntoldy

threaded :
This is;the ending of’ strife

" Funeral services

‘church and personal friend of Mr.
Geyer and family. Music was by
{Miss Wava Harris and Miss Leona
Casket;

Place no faith in Tomorrow, for '5; Harry Cortright, Earl Cortright,
| The clock may then be still. - £ Carl Geyer and Clyde Hoffman. |
{ v inle ‘%[ The following out of town rela-{
ard Of Thanks f:i: ]tnl;lf;l aIr\l/[d friecliz%/s[r attended the fu-
We wish to thank all who s¢ o s. E. M. Bronson, |
*| kindly ministered to us in ou :5: g?rfhe'ss:: Ml!(;n Tom Geyer and
oreat sorrow and ;loss of od - %l ket al\x/} Mansell Geyer of
only son and brother, also f¢ Fl&o o h%n o r. and Mrs. Harry
the beautiful floral offerings an & | ioo0 %I ? ainfield; Mrs. Gene-
tender comforting words ¢ |y sp 1" y and two sons, Mrs. J.
sympathy B anks, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Tho-

mas, Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Hoffman, Chasz
and Clyde Hoffman, Cary Geyer
and son, Donald and Mr. and Mrs.
W. F. Miller, all of Waterloo; Mr.
and Mrs. Alden Quimby, Mr.’ and
Mrs. Harry Conlin, Mr. and Mrs

Say not that deat.h should ‘be

! ‘escorts’ wereq
neéphews of Mr.. Geyer‘and were: |
J. F. Hoffman, L. A. Hoffman,|

L s W
Te, SO

: Satlﬁday ernoon, *an. 7th, 1933(
from home,in charge of Rew.| =
| H. A, ex of Morenci, Mich.,|

former pastor of the local Ba‘ptist A

2
)
!

% | Alva. Rockey and mother of Cedar
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