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The Des db ines County Soil Conservation District has enjoyed its 

busiest year since its organization six years agoo It has been cooperating 

with many agencies and groups during the yearo 

The cooperation with PMA has also been increased because of the action 

of the Secretary of Agriculture in his Memorandum 1278o In so doing a 

joint plan of operations has been deve loped and we trust will be put in 

operation in 1952o This hasn't changed things much from the way we had 

been operating except it has thro·wn more work on the ·~ technicians which the 

Secretary had assigned thru t he Soil Conservation Service to help along 

the district's conservation program. This means that they have less time 

for our district worko 

The district has initiated a conservat ion program in cooperation 

with the Army on the farm lands within the Iowa Ordnance Planto When 

complete this will affect about 4000 acres of cropland and have some 

influence on an equal acreage of pasture lands controlled by t he Armyo 

Considerable gain has been made in working with rural schools thru 

discussions, meetings and f urnishing of materials to teacherso Consider­

able activity continues in the Vocational Agricultural classes and with 

the Veterans classes . 

Working with the Conservation Commission the district has carried out 

additional work in the watershed draining into the large artificial lake 

in Geode ~tate Park. More work is contemplated in this area next year 

thru the development of many basic plans with 01vners and operatorso 
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In reviewi ng progress we fee l that our program ha s had some defini te 

in f luence on the thinking of fa r me rs in t he use of f orages, particularly 

grass es. I n addi t i on there is a greater use of some of the newer legumes 

such as l a dino clover and birds foo t trefoilo 

It is interesting to notice that fa rmers are developing a pride in 

their seedings . "Where t hey used to brag about their yields o f wheat and 

corn you find a lot of cases where they brag about the carrying ca pacity 

of their brome-alfalfa pas tures fo r cattle and their _ladino clover pasture 

for hogs . They are definitely awakening to the value of forages and to the 

better us e they can make of f orageso 

Another observation is that fa r mers are establishing more grassed 

waterways and that they are leaving t hem wide enougho Many more pastures 

are being resee ded . Some of the s e are by plowing up and reseeding to a 

mixture o f grasses and l egumes ; others by the seeding of mixed legumes 

in the exi sting grasses . The r esults the farmers obtain from fo llowing 

the plans ana suggestions advanced by t he SCS cannot al l be observed 

the firs t year they are under t he comp lete farm plano 

1951 ·was a wet year , but it wa.s a good year to reflect the bene fi t of 

good land useo Corn yieles on l and t hct had not been over-cro pped were 

generally f ar above the normal yields while the dep leted or over-cropped 

lands had produc tion that in many cases was not over 25 to 30 bushels per 

acre. Similar comparisons were true on other grain cropsc The extra 

moisture made it a big meadow year but because of rain much of the hay 

could not harvested . Quite a number of farmers resorted t o pi ling up 

chopped green hay or to storing i t in siloso 
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Farm planning is getting a good start in the bottomlands adjacent to 

the Mi ssissippi River where most of the contribution of the technicians 

is with the farmers' rotationso 

The district again cooperated with the Burlington Chamber of Commerce 

on its annual Conservation Contesto This is a fine activity which brings 

farmers and busine~smen into a friendly relation as the merchants j ud_ge 

progress i n conservation practices on the l and of competing farmers o It 

is closed with a program of interest to farmers and a reco gnition dinner 

to which about 150 farm folks are invitedo The Chamber furnis hes prizes 

and recognition plaques . The district sup plements t }us with small prizes 

to each of the winners o This year the additional prize was a small bag 

of l a dino clover . Last year we used hand levels . 

In addition to the conservation phases recognition is gi van to top 

men in a 10 acre corn yield contest . This year out of 25 entries 20 made 

100 bushels per acre or more with a top of 132 . 2 bushels o 

Several of the top men in t he 10 acre corn yield contest were farmers 

that have had farm plans no less than four years o These high yields were 

produced on acres that 5 to 7 years ago would not have produced over 50 

bushels of corn per acre . This was particularly noticeable on t he f arm 

of John Geiger who made a showing of 126cL~ bushels per acre t o place third 

from t he topo John signed his farm p lan in November 1947• During the 

intervening years it has blossomed out under prope r land use o 

A brief rundmrm of statistics shows 1755 acres contoured, 8 miles of 

te rraces and diversions built, 29 fa rm ponds constructed, 9 erosion control 

structures, nearly seven mile s of tile l aid, along with 275 acres of pas-
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ture renovationo The commissioners did not hold their meetings very reg-

ularly but the conservation work moved along quite well under the district 

policies and t hru the work of the technicians of the Soil Conservation 

Serviceo 

The present interest of farmers seems to indicate that progress could 

be speeded up wi th more help on applicationo Heavy employment at the Iowa 

Ordnance Plant makes it dif f icult to f ind available helpo 

The commissioners recognize the assistance of many people and organ-

izations who are helping along on t he conservation program. These include 

the Des Moines County Farm Bureau, the Extension Service, Pr oduction and 

Marke ting Administration, County Superintendent of Schools, the consolidated 

schools of t he county, the Burlington Chamber of Commerce, the farm forester, 

the Burlington Hawkeye Gazette, radio station KBUR and many others. We 

extend our appreciation to these and all other persons who are helping to 

maint ain t he pro ductivity of our soil, r educe loss by erosion, and bring 

about the maximum production of needed food and materials consistent with 

proper land useo 

The present sta f f consists of 
Howard Gieselman, Chairman 
Ke nneth Redfern 
Hugh Jamison 
Horace Sutton, Jr., Treasurer 
James Hodges, Secretary * 
Ra.yrnond Auds ley, Planre r 
Arthur G. Stev enson, Aid 
F. S. Yett er, Distric t Conservationist 

*Walter Eyre re s i gned Augus t lst. 

Res pect f ully submi tted, 

Des Moines County Soil Conservation Distri ct 

By: Howard Gieselman, Chairman 


