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Jensen named Conservation Owner/Operator of the Year

ince the early 1980s, Collin
Jensen has worked both on
his own and collaboratively
with local, state, and federal
agencies to research and demon-
strate no-till-strip-till techniques
that help him and others better un-
derstand and promote the afore-
mentioned conservation practices.

Over the years, Jensen has also
been a large supporter of creating
wildlife habitat and advocate for
restoring native systems. He has
completed Timber Stand Improve-
ment practices in his woodland
and wﬁile working with state and
private foresters he has opened up
portions of his timber of native
oak regeneration.

For his efforts, Jensen has been
awarded the Conservation Owner/
Operator of the Year Award.

The rural West Union man’s
research and education efforts
have included trials of innovative
practices related to planting, har-
vesting, trash management, weed
management and water infiltration
that maximizes no-till-strip-till
yields, while minimizing soil and
nutrient loss.

As one of Fayette County’s early
adopters of practicing no-till, Jen-
sen assisted the Fayette and Win-
neshiek Soil and Water Conserva-
tion districts with No-Till Field
Days. He has also assisted Fayette
County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District with early switch

—
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grass trials and served as a com-
missioner with the organization.

In addition, Jensen continues to
assist the lowa Learning Farm as a
workshop speaker and with an on-
ﬁoing sub-soil project that requires

is assistance with research on his
farm.

A former Fayette County 4-H
leader, Jensen continues to be an
avid supporter and member of the
local Fayette County Pheasants
Forever Chapter.

The majority of Jensen’s 2,000-
acre farm is in no-till-strip-till
systems. These systems are man-
aged using GPS and RTK tech-
nology with automatic shut-offs
and minimal over-spraying. These
systems conserve fuel and energy,
minimize chemical applications,
and maximize soil, water and air
quality.

Additional conservation prac-
tices utilized by Jensen include
the promotion of waterways and
terraces, installation of filter strips
along streams and sinkholes, and
implementing CRP practices to
conserve soil and water quality on
his Fayette County Century Farm.

While acknowf’edging that the
use of no-till-strip-till practices
may have cut into his production
revenue over the first few years,
Jensen noted, “I'm willing to take
a less yield at the start because I
know there will be long-lasting
conservation benefits that are
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Collin Jensen of rural West Union looks over a portion of his cropland
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that he practices no-till-strip-till.

For this and a wide variety of other conservation practices, Jensen has been awarded the Conservation

Owner/Operator of the Year Award.

worth more than just dollars in my pocket.”

“I'm hoping that all of the ground I farm
will be in better shape when I'm done (farm-
ing) than when I started,” he emphasized.

At his own expense, Jensen planted farm-
stead windbreaks, grass strips, and conifer
and native hardwood trees. In addition, he
installed a small pond and wood duck boxes.
The Fayette County SWCD Commission

also notes that this year’s award recipient
specifically planted high-bush cranberry and
crabapples so that birds and other wildlife
wouls ave a winter food source.

Jensen’s efforts have also earned him recog-
nition from Natural Resources Conservation
Services (NRCS) as a Tier III Conservation
Stewardship Program producer.
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Tamara Buitenwerf,
Soil Conservationist

A bass fish splashing on their
clean clothes creates screeching
students while at the next station
over children peer up through the
rustling of the leaves in the trees
scoping out the canopy of the ma-
ture timber.

A little further down the timber
trail, children jump, squeal and
point out the barn owl roosted on
a tree while trying to guess what
type of owl it is.

Back out onto the grass field

border where the sun is kissing the

with The Power of AgMax®

AgMax Crop Insurance is great for America's farmers. See
how our federal crop, crop hail and livestock options can
benefit your business.
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Outdoor Education

cheeks of precious 3" graders, they
check out the contents of a bee-
free hive and try on the beekeeper
hat and veil.

Winding around the hill on a
contour buffer strip, I find students
rubbing cool, moist soil through
their fingers comparing the size of
the individual soil particles. When
they’re done looking at a dug out
soil pit, they wander through a
mini corn maize to another station
where they giggle and squeal as
they erode down the hill like a soil
particle.

Surely you've guessed by now

Oelwein students were learning about soil when this photo was taken
during the 2011 Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District
Third Grade Field Day.

Protect your hottom line

Phil James

Loren Beneke
107 E State St., Fayette 14 - 1st Ave NE,
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Jim cell (563) 380-0607 (563) 568-4125
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Crop Insurance

www, AgMaxinsurance.com

Western Agricultural insurance Company, an equal opportunity provider. © 2010 FBL

that this was an outdoor adven-
ture, not a story in a text book.

That’s the purpose of the Fayette
Soil and Water Coaservation
Districts (SWCD) Third Grade
Field Day, an annual event that has
occurred each of the last 18 years
on Dick and Dorothy Jensen’s
farm, located just a few miles east
of West Union.

While a new group of students
began gathering around Mr
Jensen, I asked him why they do
this field day year after year. His
response, although interrupted by
inviting kids to gather closer, hit
the nail on the head when he said
“[we’re providing the students]
with a joyful experience that has
long term educational benefits”

Children these days are much
like us parents, they're so plugged
into electronics. Anything we can
do to bring the child back to the
land, to give them an understand-
ing of where their food comes
from, and to help them understand
the value of the land we've inherit-
ed is going to benefit all of us down
the road.

On the hay-rack ride down the
gravel path to the field day, Valley
students, Jordan, Abby and Sam,
were huddled together to keep
warm but were excited to learn
and have fun. And I don't just
mean the anticipation of being out
of school for the day and eating

is

Oelwein students try on the beckeeping gear at this past year’s Fayette

Fun!

== Y i

County Soil and Water Conservation District Third Grade Field Day

at the Richard Jensen Farm.

lunch outside, but the energy of a
house full of kids eating birthday
cake type of excitement.

As we bumped down the grav
el path and ducked to avoid the

leaves scraping against the bars of

the hay rack, the excitement con-
tinued to escalate. When the trac

tors rounded the corner into the
field, they each went their separate
directions taking students to the

came a beautiful day where chil-
dren discovered new things as they
touched the teeth of a wiggly fish,
smelled the wood of a freshly cut
tree, heard the call of a squirrel in
the timber, watched the bees col-
lecting pollen from a goldenrod
flower, and tasted a warm pork
burger at lunch.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION —

various stations.

Continued on page 4
The frosty morning quickly be peg

“Study nature, love nature, stay close to nature.

It will never fail you.”
- Frank Lloyd Wright

First State Bank salutes the
efforts of our soil and water
conservationists, foresters,

and farmers. Our natural
resources are a currency, once
completely spent, that will reap
no further reward. Your efforts
help insure a prosperous and
productive future for us all.

Visit with Kevin Converse

in Fayette or Richard Shonley
in Sumner about options
available to you for your home,
farm or conservation efforts.

“Helping your dreams come true” @—
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Jensen named Conservation Owner/Operator of the Year

ince the early 1980s, Collin
Jensen has worked both on
his own and collaboratively
with local, state, and federal
agencies to research and demon-
strate no-till-strip-till techniques
that help him and others better un-
derstand and promote the afore-
mentioned conservation practices.

Over the years, Jensen has also
been a large supporter of creating
wildlife habitat and advocate for
restoring native systems. He has
completed Timber Stand Improve-
ment practices in his woodland
and while working with state and
private foresters he has opened up
portions of his timber of native
oak regeneration.

For his efforts, Jensen has been
awarded the Conservation Owner/
Operator of the Year Award.

The rural West Union mans
research and education efforts
have included trials of innovative
practices related to planting, har-
vesting, trash management, weed
management and water infiltration
that maximizes no-till-strip-till
yields, while minimizing soil and
nutrient loss.

As one of Fayette County’s early
adopters of practicing no-till, Jen-
sen assisted the Fayette and Win-
neshiek Soil and Water Conserva-
tion districts with No-Till Field
Days. He has also assisted Fayette
County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District with early switch
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grass trials and served as a com-
missioner with the organization.

In addition, Jensen continues to
assist the Jowa Learning Farm as a
workshop speaker and with an on-

oing sub-soil project that requires
is assistance with research on his
farm.

A former Fayette County 4-H
leader, Jensen continues to be an
avid supporter and member of the
local Fayette County Pheasants
Forever Chapter.
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acre farm is in no-till-strip-till
systems. These systems are man-
aged using GPS and RTK tech-
nology with automatic shut-offs
and minimal over-spraying. These
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minimize chemical applications,
and maximize soil, water and air
quality.
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tices utilized by Jensen include
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terraces, installation of filter strips
along streams and sinkholes, and
implementing CRP practices to
conserve soil and water quality on
his Fayette County Century Farm.

While acknowledging that the
use of no-till-strip-till practices
may have cut into his production
revenue over the first few years,
Jensen noted, “I'm willing to take
a less yield at the start because I
know there will be long-lasting
conservation benefits that are

Soil and Water
Conservationisis!

HUB CITY IMPLEMENT

1900 S. Frederick Ave., Oelwein

(319) 283-4371 or (800) 498-4371
“Proud To Be Your John Deere Dealer”

JOHN DEERE

worth more than just dollars in my pocket.”
“I'm hoping that all of the ground I farm
will be in better shape when I'm done (farm-
ing) than when I started,” he emrhasxzed
At his own expense, Jensen planted farm-
stead windbreaks, grass strips, and conifer
and native hardwood trees. In addition, he
installed a small pond and wood duck boxes.
The Fayette County SWCD Commission

Lolhn Jensen of rural West Union looks over a pomon of his cmpland that he practlces no—ull -strip-till.
For this and a wide variety of other conservation practices, Jensen has been awarded the Conservation
Owner/Operator of the Year Award.

also notes that this year’s award recipient
specifically planted high-bush cranberry and
crabapples so that birds and other wildlife
would have a winter food source.

Jensen’s efforts have also earned him recog-
nition from Natural Resources Conservation
Services (NRCS) as a Tier Il Conservation
Stewardship Program producer.

r

Identification Statement
The Fayette County Soil & Water Conservation
District's Annual Report

Published by the Fayette SWCD,
Hwy. 150, 120 N. Industrial Pkwy.,
West Union, IA 52175.
Issue No. 13 J

~

ONeoTa
COMMUNITY

EVERYONE CAN SHOP - EVERYONE WELCOME - NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED




S——

February 2012

Fayette SWCD Report

Page 3

By Tamara Buitenwerf,
Soil Conservationist

A bass fish splashing on their
clean clothes creates screeching
students while at the next station
over children peer up through the
rustling of the leaves in the trees
scoping out the canopy of the ma-
ture timber.

A little further down the timber
trail, children jump, squeal and
point out the barn owl roosted on
a tree while trying to guess what
type of owl it is.

Back out onto the grass field
border where the sun is Kissing the

Third Grade Field Day.

Protect your hottom line

with The Power of AgMax”

AgMax Crop Insurance is great for America's farmers. See
how our federal crop, crop hail and livestock options can
benefit your business.
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Outdoor Educatio

cheeks of precious 3" graders, they
check out the contents of a bee-
free hive and try on the beekeeper
hat and veil.

Winding around the hill on a
contour buffer strip, I find students
rubbing cool, moist soil through
their fingers comparing the size of
the individual soil particles. When
they’re done looking at a dug out
soil pit, they wander through a
mini corn maize to another station
where they giggle and squeal as
they erode down the hill like a soil
particle.

Surely you've guessed by now

A

Oelwein students were learning about soil when this photo was taken
during the 2011 Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District
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that this was an outdoor adven-
ture, not a story in a text book.

That’s the purpose of the Fayette
Soil and Water Conservation
District's (SWCD) Third Grade
Field Day, an annual event that has
occurred each of the last 18 years
on Dick and Dorothy Jensen’s
farm, located just a few miles east
of West Union.

While a new group of students
began gathering around Mr
Jensen, I asked him why they do
this field day year after year. His
response, although interrupted by
inviting kids to gather closer, hit
the nail on the head when he said
“[were providing the students]
with a joyful experience that has
long term educational benefits.”

Children these days are much
like us parents, they're so plugged
into electronics. Anything we can
do to bring the child back to the
land, to give them an understand-
ing of where their food comes
from, and to help them understand
the value of the land we've inherit-
ed is going to benefit all of us down
the road.

On the hay-rack ride down the
gravel path to the field day, Valley
students, Jordan, Abby and Sam,
were huddled together to keep
warm but were excited to learn
and have fun. And I don't just
mean the anticipation of being out
of school for the day and eating

is Fun!

Oelwein students try on the beekeeping gear at this past year’s Fayette
County Soil and Water Conservation District Third Grade Field Day
at the Richard Jensen Farm.

lunch outside, but the energy of a
house full of kids eating birthday
cake type of excitement.

As we bumped down the grav-
el path and ducked to avoid the

leaves scraping against the bars of

the hay rack, the excitement con-
tinued to escalate, When the trac
tors rounded the corner into the
field, they each went their separate
directions taking students to the
various stations.

The frosty morning quickly be

came a beautiful day where chil-
dren discovered new things as they
touched the teeth of a wiggly fish,
smelled the wood of a freshly cut
tree, heard the call of a squirrel in
the timber, watched the bees col-
lecting pollen from a goldenrod
flower, and tasted a warm pork
burger at lunch.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION —
Continued on page 4

“Study nature, love nature, stay close to nature.
It will never fail you.”

First State Bank salutes the
efforts of our soil and water
conservationists, foresters,
and farmers. Our natural

- Frank Lloyd Wright
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completely spent, that will reap
no further reward. Your efforts
help insure a prosperous and
productive future for us all.
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“Helping your dreams come true”

106 W 1st St., Sumner
(563) 578-3312 or
Toll Free 866-578-3314
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION —
FINANCIAL REPORT Continued from page 3
| OF STATE FUNDS The Fayette SWCD puts in
]uly 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011 hours and hours of volunteer time
to make this event successful. In
IM Budget Allocation $ 2,060.00 a three-day period, this year the
Supplemental Allocation $ 1,000.00 district and its volunteers hosted
Commissioner Expenses $ 1,791.69 14 schools which amounts to 451
Office Expenses $ 1,268.31 students with 36 teachers/helpers.
It was a privilege to meander
FY 2011 from station to station and not
Bonding 2 State Cost-Share Funds Allocation  $ 45,281.34 only see the excitement of the stu-
Obligated $ 26,886.58 dents, but also the excitement of
Spent $ 14,404.51 the teachers, the parent helpers,
Balance $ 3,990.25 and the presenters.
When asked if one had ever been
State Cost-Share Allocation $ 47,059.45 on the Jensen farm before, I heard
Obligated $ 21,847.51 various replies. One young teach-
Spent $ 22,691.51 er had indeed been here before —
Balance $ 2,520.43 some years ago as a 3" grader.
Being outdoors on a beautiful
REAP Forestry/Native Grasses Allocation $ 28,095.00 late summer day is heaven sent.
Supplemental $ 14,894.10 Learning that fish scales have
Obligated $ 33,530.10 growth rings similar to trees, that
Spent $ 8,887.50 we have three basic soils in Fayette
Balance $ 571.50 County, that all foods come from
the soil (not the store as some stu-
REAP Practices Allocation $19,722.00 dents said), that boy bees are lazy,
Supplemental $  316.38 and that it takes 40 years for a tree
Obligated $ 9,690.00 to mature is definitely educational.
Spent $ 9,501.00 Connecting these impressionable
Balance LA ) minds back to the land is priceless.
When asked “would you come
back?” the answer was a resound-
Nutting Creek 319 Funds Allocation $ 87,363.00 ing “yes!” from the students.
Obligated $ 0.00 When a 3 grade student stands
Spent $ 42,994.69 before me and tells me that she FE
Balance $ 34,368.31 learned that whatlr/e spraly can also Fy Oy
affect the bees that pollinate the s -
Nutting Creek WSPF Funds Allocation $ 47,351.25 apples she eats, we know they've 105t Richard Jensen educated Valley stucents on the subject of ero-
Obligated $  3,668.06 learned something valuable. Disiric Thigr d Grade Fielz Da L A ORsETY
Spent $ 4,49891 When Maria Medberry can ¥
Balance $ 39,184.28 explain to her class that sausage hope they’re left with a lasting im-  Fayette SWCD continues their ed
doesn't come from the store, but pression that makes them want to  ucational field day each year. After
from ground up meat, we know ., 1ore and encourages them all, I think everyone would agree
:E:I);]gﬁ:a";' ugllgew;;l;e ::sk:‘:;g to share with others. that outdoor education is fun!
head back towards the buses, we This; iy SEasls et e
, P, - -ueN - ‘
4
Proud to Support the SWCD It's good to know your
hbors.
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Valley Paint
& Hardware

We understand your insurance needs because
we live and work here, too.

Call our office today for friendly, local service
and insurance protection you can depend on.
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Paint + Primer and Paint Supplies

807 Mill St.
Clermont
563-423-5296
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Woodard Insurance Service Co.
114 S. Vine St., West Union, Iowa « 563-422-3831
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FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2010 through JUNE 30, 2011

District Revolving Fund
Beginning Balance

Receipts

Money Market Transfers - IM Funds

Money Market Transfers
Total Receipts

TOTAL

Expenses

Ameri Corp Agreement
ATV

Donations

Education

Houg Property

IM Commissioner

IM Office

Meeting Expense

Office Sgup;Ees

Otter Creek Expense
Postage

Sales Tax

Tree Expense

Water Quality Monitoring

Total Expenses

Ending Balance 6/30/11

$ 8l16.15

3,060.00
17,625.85

$20,685.85
$21,502.00

750.00
510.27
275.00
4,353.41
389.25
1,791.69
1,268.31
895.12
2,803.91
132.00
1,064.49
84.81
2,581.16
2,500.00

$19,399.42

$ 2,102.58

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT

JULY 1, 2010 through JUNE 30, 2011
Money Market Savings
Beginning Balance $ 56,272.25
Receipts
Agren 1,500.00
CD Interest
Farm Bill 9 Funds - CDI
Farm Bill 10 Funds - CDI

55

Farm Bill 10 Funds - IDALS

Farm Bill 11 Funds - IDALS 3,761.10

IM Allocation & Supplemental 3,060.00

Greenhouse Donation 500.00

Nutting Creek Advanced Payments 57,226.00

Nutting Creek Office Reimbursement 132.00

Otter Creek Developmental Grant 500.00

Supporter Club 9,084.52

Transfer from Watershed Account 8,000.00

Tree Sales 6,348.69

Water Quality Monitoring 2,500.00

Total Receipts $101,902.05
TOTAL $ 158,174.30
Expenses

IM Transfers to Checking 3,060.00

Transfers to Checking 17,625.85

Transfers to Technical Account 17,459.24

Transfers to Watershed Account 65,226.00

Total Expenses $103,371.09

Ending Balance 6/30/11 $ 54,803.21

o
i

Farm

ement
is proud to support our
area conservati

Thank you for all

your hard work!

Hertz

Farm Management, Inc.

Caring for You and Your Farm™

Waterloo, lowa
319-234-1949

We’ve been lending a hand
to farmers for decades...
...vielding strong protection

FARMERS MUTUAL INSURANCE ASSOCIATION
FAYETTE, IOWA

A&] Petersburg Agency Doug Beier Brown:Lane Insurance
Decorah, Jowa Independence, lowa Independence, lowa
563-382-3627 319-334-6066 319-334-2534

Elgin, Towa Independence, Iowa Fayette, fowa
563-425-5306 563-334-4991 563-425-4569

Nuss Insurance Agency Sloan Insurance Smith Insurance, LLC
Hawkeye, lowa Waucoma, fowa Lamont, lowa
563-427-3419 563-776-7190 563-382-3627

Smith-D&L Insuran
Independence, fowa
563-334-6066

Sorg Insurance Agency Steve Brentner
Independence, Jowa Rowley, lowa
563-334-7089 563-938-2262

Vogel Insurance Agen:
Qelwein, Towa
319-283-1836

Wegner Insurance

Sumner, lowa
563-578-8076

Farmers Mutual FA MTII AL

Insurance Association el i% 2 &Rt
135 S. Main, Fayette ® 563 425-4176 APOLICY OF WORKING TOGETHER.
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FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2009 through JUNE 30, 2010
Watershed Account
Beginning Balance $ 3,101.56
Receipts
Money Market Transfers 8,000.00
Nutting Creek Section 319 Funding 57,226.00
Total Receipts $ 65,226.00
TOTAL $ 68,327.56
Expenses
Accounting Services 125.00
Federal Taxes 3,545.47
Health 3,846.00
IPERS 2,392.32
Payroll 32,240.00
State Taxes 896.00
State Unemployment 26.47
Transfers to Money Market Saving 8,000.00
Transfer to Payroll Savings (fed taxes) 6,272.74
Transfer to Payroll Savings (IPERS) 2,463.76
Transfer to Payroll Savings (state taxes) 846.00
Travel/Training 464.12
Unused Nutting Creek 2™ Year Funds 2,326.92
Total Expenses $ 63,444.80
Ending Balance 6/30/10 $ 4,882.76

FARMERS GRAIN & LIVESTOCK HAULERS

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2010 through JUNE 30, 2011

Payroll Savings Account

Beginning Balance $ 000
Receipts

Transfers from Technical Acct 4,685.66

Transfers from Watershed Acct 9,582.50

Interest 15)

Total Receipts $ 14,269.67
TOTAL $ 14,269.67
Expenses

Federal Taxes 9,489.92

IPERS 1,187.00

State Taxes 3,591.32

Total Expenses $14,268.24
Ending Balance 6/30/11 $ 1.43

WEST UNION TRUCK

& TRAILER REPAIR

563-422-9335 - Hwy.d[JE.- West Union

Over 35 years of soil conservation and
excavation experience!

« Excavating (All Types)

« Demolition

« Water & Sewer

« Terraces

« Waterways

« Ponds

Construction Company

Save $2 a

tub while
supphes last!

A high-energy, molasses-based
supplement for improved growth,
High Energy Supplement  production, and rumen function.

Energil ass®

Unionland Feed & Supply

108 S. Walnut Street, West Union. IA

563-422-5022

: www.kentfeeds.com « 1-866-647-1212
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Conservation

Protects Your Land & Investment

and so does
Adequate Insurance

See Your Nearest Agent:

Meet Adam Rodenberg

My name is Adam Rodenberg and I am a Habitat Specialist for
the JTowa DNR/NRCS working with landowners to promote wildlife
habitat on their lands. I graduated from the University of Northern
Towa with a bachelor’s degree in Ecology and masters degree in Eco-
system Management.

Prior to accepting this position, I worked with the Utah Division
of Wildlife Resources as a Wildlife Technician in the Northeast Cor
ner of Utah near the Flaming Gorge Reservoir.

When not working, I enjoy hunting, fishing, exercising, playing
basketball, and spending time with friends and family.

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2010 through JUNE 30, 2011

Technical Account

Beginning Balance $ 1,797.80
Receipts

Farm Bill Transfers from Money Market Account  17,459.24

Farm Bill Funds - CDI 1,938.60

Total Receipts $19,397.84
TOTAL $21,195.64
Expenses

Accounting Services 125.00

Federal Taxes 1,202.30

IPERS 1,127.56

Payroll 13,920.00

State Taxes 221.00

State Unemployment 17.58

Transfers to Payroll Savings (federal taxes) 3,217.10

Transfers to Payroll Savings (state taxes) 341.00

Total Expenses $20,171.54
Ending Balance 6/30/11 $ 1,024.10

Michael Insurance Agency

West Union - (563) 422-6081
michaelinsurance@qwestoffice.net

Leslie White Agency
Clermont - (563) 423-5913

insure@acegroup.cc

Hintz-Ziegler-Miller Agency
Oelwein - (563) 283-1555
lyle@hzml.com

Kerndt Brothers Agency

Lansing - (563) 538-4207
kbia@kerndtbrothers.com

NMI Agency
Decorah - (563) 382-9695

norwegian1871@norwegianmutual.net

Bushman Insurance
Ossian - (563) 562-9207

bushmaninsurance@mchsi.com

Kelly & Miller Agency
Fayette - (563) 425-4569

kellymillerins@iowatelecom.net

Don Anderson Agency
Cresco - (563) 883-8012

donanderson@harmonytel.net

CIA Insurance Agency
Cresco - (563) 547-2382

ciainfo@ciains.biz

F

Decorah Office
Jim Clarke, Manager - Steve Hildebrand, Adjuster
Judy Ehler, April Hamilton & Charity Kuboushek - Agents

NORWEGIAN MUTUAL
INSURANCE ASSOC.

119 East Water - DECORAH - 563-382-9695

_because
1t matters

That’s why we support the soil & water
conservation efforts of area farmers.

Postville Farmers
Co-Op Society

(563) 864-7234
“We want to earn YOUR business”

Baker Concrete
can handle all of your
concete and earth

: moving needs.

« Site Preparation
« Excavation
« Foundation
= Landscaping
» Sidewalks
« Driveways

Clermont
563-423-5000

Waverly

319-352-2193
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Meet Tamara Buitenwerf

While Tamara’s face may be new to the office, she’s not new to
the area.

After graduating with a BS degree in Agriculture Education
and Plant Science in 2002, Tamara began working full time with
Natural Resources Conservation Service. After spending nine
years serving farmers and landowners in Clayton County, Tamara

moved to the West Union office.

Tamara lives in rural Elgin with her husband, Ryan, who's a veterinarian at Valley Veteri-
nary Clinic. They have three children Scott, 6; Bethany, 4; and Judah, 4.

When not at work, Tamara can be found volunteering in her church, her community, or
teaching cropping techniques to widows in Southern Ethiopia.

If you're in the office, feel free to ask Tamara about a conservation plan update, grazing,
or cost share programs and shed be happy to assist you.

John Grafenberg steps down from SWCD Board

For eight years John Grafenberg served the Fayette County Soil & Water Conservation
District as a commissioner. He and others like him practice what they preach.

Grafenberg has stepped down from his post, saying, “It was an honor to serve the Dis-
trict, but I have always believed change is good.

“We all believe in water and soil conservation, so new ideas along with
some new blood is always welcome.”

John’s grandfather, Max Grafenberg, was 9 years old when he came to
America, to Fayette County, from Germany in 1880.

John's father, Ron, was the youngest of six children. Max helped organize
Farm Bureau. For 20 years he was the director of the West Union Cream-
k| ery Association. He helped organize cow testing, and the name Grafen-

i berg became permanently etched in the area dairy industry history books.
Ron would eventually take over the farm, and his Holstein herds earned
him Iowa and Fayette County Distinguished Dairyman awards.

It was Ron who quickly put in terraces when he took over the farm north of West
Union.

The family legacy was carried on when youngest son John became the third generation
of Grafenbergs to operate the farm after his dad retired.

John has since retired from milking cows but will never retire from practicing conser-
vation of earth’s two most precious gifts to life — soil and water.

Why lowa One Call Is Important

By Ray Drewelow

All Towans, urban or rural, are required by law to notify the lowa One Call system at least

48 hours prior to engaging in any type of digging or excavating.
When do I use
Iowa One Call?

Contact Iowa One Call anytime you plan to excavate. lowa One Call can be contacted
24 hours a day, seven days a week. Whether it’s a small or a large homeowner or construc-
tion project (putting up a fence or clothes line, planting trees or shrubbery, landscaping,
building a home addition, deck, foundation, replacing a driveway or sidewalk, etc.) or farm
construction (terraces, waterways, ponds, new fence post installation, tiling, sub-soiling,
ripping or plowing below 15 inches in depth). Towa One Call needs to be contacted.

Dial 811

Now it’s easier than ever to request underground facility locates, just dial 811. You can
also submit a request on line at www.iowaonecall.com
Iowa One Call representatives handle more than 400,000 calls and coordinate more
than two million locate requests per year in communities throughout Iowa. - Their peak
periods are during spring and fall, when customer service representatives handle up to
50,000 calls per month.

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JULY 1, 2010 through JUNE 30, 2011

Beginning Balance
Receipts

Interest

Transfer from CD 3
Total Receipts
TOTAL
Expenses

Transfer to CD 4
Total Expenses
Ending Balance 6/30/11

Beginning Balance
Receipts

Interest

Transfer from CD 3
Total Receipts
TOTAL
Expenses

Transfer to CD 5
Total Expenses
Ending Balance 6/30/11

Beginning Balance
Receipts

Interest
Total Receipts
TOTAL
Expenses

Transfer to CD 1

Transfer to CD 2
Total Expenses
TOTAL

Transfer to CD 6
Ending Balance 6/30/11

Beginning Balance

Ending Balance 6/30/11 $§

Beginning Balance
Ending Balance 6/30/11

Beginning Balance
Ending Balance 6/30/11

CD1
427.71
969.84
25,000.00
CD2
344.31
5,655.69
25,000.00
CD3
88.40
969.84
5,655.69
4,184.58
CD4
CD5
CDé6

$23,602.45

$ 1,397.55
$ 25,000.00

$ 25,000.00
$ 0.00

$ 19,000.00

$ 6,000.00
$ 25,000.00

25,000.00
$ 0.00

$10,721.71

$ 88.40
$10,810.11

$ 25,000.00
25,000.00

$  25,000.00
$ 25,000.00

$ 4,184.58
$ 4,184.58

| WE’RE HERE TO -
HELP Yo UR FARM * Power tools

= Starters

RUN SM OOTHLY * Alternators

* New & Used Motors

* Generators

*V Belts ,

« Repairing all brands |
of corn dryers!

Electric Motor Repairing & Rewinding

j' “On-the-Farm” Service

ELECTRIC
MOTOR SHOP

12637 Hwy. 18, Postville, la 864-7351 - During Business Hours
Ted or Susan Hughes 864-3012 - Emergency Hours

WeJare) DNR Certifi

We Salute the
 Conservation
- Efforts of our

Area Citizens!

Q"\" ‘
.'w%a
v ]

CUSHION

. Plumbing, Heating & Electric

(R

Maynard
563-637-2496

ed'for,water, wells and pump work.
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Find out how your local electric cooperative can help you
lead by example at TogetherWeSave.com.

“AFTER HER DAD
INSULATED THE
ATTIC, ERICA
GOT AN 1DEA.

ALLAMAKEE
= CLAYTON
SLECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Summary Conservation Practices
Brush Management (314) (ac)
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan - Applied (103) (no) 3

Applied
92

Contour Buffer Strips (332) (ac) 6
Cover Crop (340) (ac) 113
Fence (382) (ft) 4,756
Filter Strip (393) (ac) 90
Forest Stand Improvement (666) (ac) 37
Grassed Waterway (412) (ac) 61
Nutrient Management (590) (ac) 413
Prescribed Grazing (528) (ac) 60
Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till (345) (ac) 4,628
Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip Till (329) (ac) 815
Riparian Forest Buffer (391) (ac) 5
Stripcropping (585) (ac) 325
Subsurface Drain (606) {ft) 11,200
Terrace (600) (ft) 10,235
Tree/Shrub Establishment (612) (ac) 91
Tree/Shrub Site Preparation (490) (ac) 33
Underground Outlet (620) (ft) 9,309
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) (ac) 466
Waste Storage Facility (313) (no) 2
Water and Sediment Control Basin (638) (no) 8
Wetland Restoration (657) (ac) 57
New Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) contracts 8
New Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) contracts 13
New Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) contracts 6
Payments on 92 Existing CSP contracts $925,639.00
Payments on 31 Existing EQIP contracts $188,715.00
Payments on 14 Existing WHIP contracts $14,692.00
New General Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres 240.4
New Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres 1026.4

'ER CONSERVATION
S WITH ALL OF US!

- From field to market, we're there
for all your grain handling needs!

HotHa GrAIN
STRUCTURES
Tnee.

201 Lifeline Drive, Sumner, |IA

563-578-8033
www.hothgrain.com

Meet Chris Kroemer

Hi, my name is Chris Kroemer. I work in the Fayette
County NRCS field office, as an Earth team volunteer. [ grew
up outside the small town of Lowden, IA, on a family farm. I
graduated from Upper Towa University.

When I'm not working, I enjoy hunting deer and attend-
ing stock car races. I look forward to meeting and working
with new people in this field.

Dave Drilling

I was born and raised on a farm in Fayette County. My wife,
Rhonda, was raised on a farm in Chickasaw County. We both grad-
uated from Turkey Valley High School. Our 12-year-old son, Isaiah,

and 8-year-old daughter, Olivia, also attend Turkey Valley. My wife
and I both graduated from ISU.

Maximum Residue Thru-put

The Krause TL 6200 LANDSMAN® soil finisher is designed specifically to manage high-
yielding Bt corn residue and prepare a superior seed bed. With 150-inch front-to-rear
shank spacing, it provides more residue clearance than competitive models. Choose from
sizes up to 45' wide to match the efficiency of high-speed planting operations.

(DEALER IMPRINT AREA)

Franzen Sales & Service

2724 State Hwy. 24. Fort Atkinson. 1A * 563-534-2724

Ask your Krause dealer about special low-rate financing*®
*With approved credit from Krause Agri-Finance
See your Krause dealer for eligibility requirements

www.krauseco.com B

I worked off the farm for 18 years in engineering and manage-
ment, while continuing to participate in farming with my parents.

In 2006, my wife and I started to rent land from my parents,
which included their parents’ farms.

Like my parents and grandparents, my wife and [ know we must
preserve the land for our children. We have integrated our farming
operation with the CRP and CSP. Some of our conservation prac-
tices include no-till, strip-till, contours, waterways, buffer strips,
and terraces. We also do some custom work for other conservation-
minded farmers.

Joining the SWCD committee has been an eye-opening experi-
ence. I had no idea of all the behind-the-scenes work that the NRCS
staff and commissioners do to make conservation happen. I am
pleased to join such a knowledgeable group.

NEW
24/7°

Dual Range
Conditioner

Patented Dual Range
Conditioner features
constant down pressure
for optimnm canditions
or “float” position for
higher soil moisture

operation.

3
24/7" Tine harrows Call today to

::::::ﬂ:\;i:z;u angle sehedule your spring Soil & Water
s el et construction projects! Conservation
optimum agronentic B s Benefits Us All

performance in
each field.

THANK YOU!

0SSIAN LUMBER

COMPANY

Main, Ossian
9165
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Pheasants, or the lack thereof,
are a hot topic among many people
these days, hunters, farmers, and
legislators included.

Everyone is looking for that one

thing that is causing the demise of

this once abundant game bird. Pred-
ators, weather, lack of habitat, and
even the abundance of wild turkeys
are some of the culprits I hear people
say.

The other, and probably bigger,
question is what can we do to help
bring back this important bird back
to prominence?

Looking more deeply into the
question of what happened, we
find that it’s not just one thing that’s
brought us to this point. Its actu-
ally a perfect storm of circumstances
working against Mr. Ringneck.

The weather: People, usually of

the more elderly persuasion, some-
times say that bad winters can't be
the reason for the population de-
cline because we've had terrible win-
ters with lots of snow and cold be-
fore. While that is a true statement,
it’s also true that we haven’t had five
winters in a row with above average
snowfall in Towa since we started do-
ing roadside surveys for pheasants in
the 1950’s. We've had two in a row
many times, and three in a row a few
times, but never, EVER, five in a row.

Plain and simple, the longer we
have snow on the ground, the more
hens we lose to predators. When
snowfall is above 30 inches for a
winter, like we've had for the last five

Where have all the pheasants gone?

before this year, roadside surveys for
pheasants showed a decline in num-
bers.

Lots of snow isn't the only
weather factor to effect pheasants,
however.

Spring rain also has a major af-
fect on a hen pheasant’s ability to
carry off a successful nest. History
of the roadside surveys shows us
when rainfall in April and May is 8
inches or more, like four of the last
five springs, pheasant counts also
decline. Hopefully, Mother Nature
continues with a mild winter, with
no ice storms and just average rain-
fall this spring to help those hardy
pheasants that remain.

Habitat: It's obvious by look-
ing around a little, that we don't
have the amount of tall grass and
shrub habitat that pheasants need
to survey tough Iowa winters on the
landscape like we did 20 years ago.
We also don’t have as much oat and
alfalfa rotation that pheasants pre-
fer for nesting and brood rearing.
In general, the quality of grass and
woody vegetation we do have on the
landscape doesn't equate to more
pheasants. We have more tall trees
in existing draws and waterways
that shade out the grass than we had
years ago. Those tall trees also act as
a perch for avian predators (more on
them in a minute), and escape routes
and homes for furry nest predators.
A wide grass-edge! creek is prefer-
able for pheasants. We also don’t
have as many evergreen shelterbelts

around farmsteads that pheasants
used to take cover from harsh winter
storms.

Predators: Plain and simple,
hawks are more effective at catching
pheasants when those birds are ex-
posed by snowfall and have to travel
some distance for food. Also, nest
predators, like raccoons, skunks, and
opossums, have an easier time find-
ing nests when vegetation is moist.
That's where those 8 inches or more
of rain in April and May comes in.

Other factors: Theories such as
turkeys disturbing pheasant nests,
aerial pesticide applications, and
roundup-ready crops creating less
weedy habitat, are things that are
mentioned when people discuss the
pheasant’s demise. They may (GMO
fields and pesticides) or may not
(turkeys) be part of the problem, but
the two main factors that are proven
over and over are habitat and weath-
er.

The bigger question; “What do

Serving area landowners

or 117 Years

% Maynard Savings Bank
~ Since 1895 ~

Maynard - 563-637-2289
Hazleton - 319-636-2431

“)FDIC UEIDES

Maynard Savings Bank is proud
of it’s long partnership with area
landowners and is proud to
support their conservation efforts.

we do?” Or more >pec1ﬁual|y, “What
factors can we control?”

Weather: Can't control this one
at all. We can control its affect on
pheasants somewhat, though. Tl
expand on that below.

Predators: We can't start (and
won't recommend) shooting hawks.
Hawks and other raptors are federal-
ly protected and eat A LOT of mice.
Biologically, it wouldn't make a lot of
difference to the overall population
of pheasants. A small impact maK
be made on nest predators throug]
trapping. A return to 1970’ fur pric-
es wouldn't hurt pheasants at all. Re-
member when raccoons were worth
$30 and fox $80? The main thing we
can do with predators is minimize
their effectiveness through habitat
manipulation.

Stocking pheasants: Pen-raised
birds just simply don’t have enough
smarts or instinct to reestablish a vi-
able population. Plain and simple, if
that worked, we would be doing it.
The only way it would have a chance
is if wild birds were trapped and
transferred to areas with great habi-
tat. Cost would be high, and every-
body is pretty much in the same boat
as we are with declining pheasants
and wouldn't likely give any up.

Habitat: Hey, something we can
control! All perennial cover is not
created equal. Just because it isn't
farmed or paved, doesn’t mean its
good pheasant habitat. Let’s look at
a winter day in the life of a pheasant.

Pheasants prefer to overnight
roost in thick, heavy cover that pro-
vides thermal protection from the
cold nights. That could be dense na-
tive grasses or perhaps cattails. In ex-
treme conditions, that may even be
under an evergreen tree.

The first thing a pheasant does
in the morning is try to fill its crop

with high energy food like corn,
soybeans, or sorghum. Preferably,
that food is in close proximity to its
roosting cover, so it is less exposed to
predators, After feeding, the pheas-
ant returns to cover to hide from avi-
an predators and hopefully soak up
some sun to maintain energy. Later
in the day, the pheasant might feed
again if it burns through its morning
intake of energy. Then before dark,
the pheasant wi I return to the dense
thermal cover.

So, during a cold and snowy
winter, a pheasant needs some ‘spe-
cific and varying habitat types.
Dense thermal cover (Switchgrass),
food (corn plot), and loafing cover
(plum thicket), in close proximity
to each other will carry pheasants
through a harsh Iowa winter. Take
away any of these, or put them a half
mile away from each other, and youd
better have a very mild, snow-free
winter to carry pheasants through to
spring.

This brings us to nesting and
brood-rearing cover, another cover
type entirely. Hens prefer to nest in
less dense stands of grass, like a na-
tive grass and flower mix, so they
can see potential predators. They
also need those flowers, or other
broadleaved plants, for raising their
chicks. A diversity of broadleaved
plants attracts more insects, which
are vital to a pheasant chick’s surviv-
al in the first three weeks of its life.

In summary, providing all need-
ed cover types on a block of land 40
acres or more will be the only way
to bring pheasants back to the land
scape on a significant scale.

That is exactly what the lowa
DNR is doing on land it manages for
upland wildlife. Unfortunately, that
is less than one percent of lowa.

Landowners that would like to

We can meet all your bedding
& landscaping needs!

« Sawdust « Mulch

563-422-3012 » 11720 210th St. » West Union

manage for pheas-
ants and other upland
wildlife land should
contact their local Pri-
vate Lands staff person
for more information
and potential cost-
share opportunities.
http://www.iowadnr.
gov/Environment/
LandStewardship/
WildlifeLandown-
erAssistance/Financi-
alAssistance.aspx.

FAR 7/7'[/4[

insurance— for Town and Farm
APOLICY OF WORKING TOGETHER.

Farm Insurance
can be tough to
plow through...

Before you start planing this year, it's
a good idea to review your farm
insurance coverage to ensure your farming operation is properly covered.

Let our knowledgeable, friendly staff help you find coverages
to fit your individual protection needs!

Kelly & Miller Insurance

144 S. Main, Fayette - 563-425-4569
Lisa Kelly * Lyle Miller

Did you know...
that DesseFRoach is
Northeast lowa’s

One Stop Shop

for Furniture, Flooring and Appliances...
...ALL under one roof!

Dessel-Roach

FURNITURE & FLOORS
611 West Bradford, West Union, IA 52175

422-3419 » 422-5302
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ORDERS MUST BE
RECEIVED BY

Order Form

The following varieties are sold in bundles of
25

Minimum order: 1 bundle

3

MARCH 31, 2012

All bare root stock sold in bundles of 25

All stock will be strictly top quality. Notify us
as soon as possible of any shortage or if any

stock is in poor condition. There is no sur-
vival guarantee on stock sold at these prices.

Due to limited availability of some varieties,
PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDER AS SOON AS

Name:

Address:

City: IA Zip:

Phone:

Cell:

E-Mail

Conservation:

A\

it benefits us all

erndt

Savings Bank
Your Financial Family Since 1856
Cedar Rapids (319) 378-8100
Clermont (563) 423-5267
Harpers Ferry (563) 586-2166
Lansing (563) 538-4231 or (800) 577-5272
West Union (563) 422—6072 or (800) 568-4235

Fayette
* 308 Alexander
* 100 W. College
* 218 S. Main
* 501 E. Clark SOLD
» 307 E. State
* 302 S. Main
* 204 Old Hwy. 150
¢ Lot - 407 King
* Lot on Alexander
* 500 & 514 Mechanic
* 502-512 Mechanic

13991 130th St.
Randalia

Westgate
245 Cass St. N
West Union
308 1/2 E Bradford

Visit our website at .

www.fayetfere.com
for more information

_on our properties!

15074 O Ave.SOLD]

VOLGA RIVER

REALTY

Jeff Bradley

www.fayettere.com
146 S. Main St
Fayette, IA 52142
Email: jeff@hawkeyetel.com
Cell: 563-419-7900

**Bare root Trees** Price |Qty | Cost **Container Stock** | Price | Qty. | Cost
Y 1 gallon containers
American Cranberry 18"-24" $45.00 American Arborvitae $14.00
15™18"
Black Cherry 187-24" $45.00
Black Hill Spruce 157-18" | $14.00
Black Walnut 18"-24” $45.00 Colorado Blue Spruce $14.00
= 15"18"
Com. Purple Lilac 18™-24 $45.00
Norway Spruce 15™-18" |$14.00
Northern Red Oak 18"-24" $45.00 -
White Pine 15™-18 $14.00
Red Osier Dogwood 187-24" $45.00
SUBTOTAL
Swamp White Oak 18"-24" $45.00 7% Sales Tax
TOTAL
**Bareroot Conifers**
TERMS: Full payment is required at the
Amerkcan Shcritas 1 Zo1R $20.00, time the order is placed. The trees will be
available for pickup mid-April, our office
IERsE HUL Sratiapil 18 $50.00 will contact you when they are available
Checks are payable to FAYETTE SWCD.
Colorado Blue Spruce 12718 $50.00

Fayette SWCD
120 North Industrial Parkway #2
West Union, IA

1612

Erosion control
blankets
available

This year the Fayette SWCD
has added to the cost share ap-
proved practice list the use of
biodegradable erosion control
blankets.

These blankets are designed
to provide temporary protec-
tion for grass seed and topsoil
during the germination and
progressive revegetation and
root system development.

The blankets are manufac-
tured out of various combina-
tions of weed free straw or co-
conut fiber or excelsior fibers.
A variety of netting types and
thickness are available to meet
many specific job site require-
ments. When properly used the
exposure or risk of rain water
runoff channeling is minimized.

Stop and see samples of these
blankets and learn how they can
help with your job site.

-

We are proud to
support our area

TORKELSON’S

RAM --DODGE - CHRYSLER -

JEEP

www.torkelsonmotors.com

ELGIN
800-779-0035

Chrysler. Jeep

e and Ram are registered trademarks of Chry

WAUKON-
800-779-0092

563-

ler Group LLC.
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Improve Wildlife Habitat through Conservation Reserve Program

By Adam Rodenberg

The Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) was first estab-
lished by the Food Security Act
(The Farm Bill) in 1985 to assist
eligible landowners, through in-
centive payments, to retire highly
erodible and sensitive lands from
crop production for 10-15 years,
CRP programs have been proven
over the years to improve water
quality, reduce soil erosion and
sedimentation,  sequester  car-
bon dioxide (CO,), and improve
wildlife habitat. The Continuous
Conservation Reserve Program
(CCRP) was adopted to the CRP

ram in the 1990% to allow
F fowners to sign up small tracts
of land for a variety of programs
ranﬁ ng from contour buffer strips

ottomland timber establish-
ment which creates immense envi-
ronmental benefits.

The CCRP {)m ram is a very
helpful tool for landowners to not
only protect their land from soil
erosion, but also to create high
‘fality habitat to attract wildlife to
their property. In order to attract
and keep wildlife on your property
throughout the year, you need a
combination of habitats ranging
from nesting and brooding to win-
ter cover. The CCRP program has
many different programs that will
satisfy the needs and requirements
for your wildlife objectives as well
as provide landowners with an an-
nual payment.

Shelterbelts (CP16A)

Shelterbelts are a practice con-
sisting of 3 to 16 rows of trees and
shrubs planted on the north and
west sides of rural buildings and
feedlots. Shelterbelts provide pro-
tection for buildings and animals
from drifting snow, harsh winter
winds, reduce energy costs, and
increase property value. Once
established, shelterbelts provide
excellent winter cover for a vari-
ety of birds and animals including:
ringed-necked pheasant, deer, tur-
key, quail, and other wildlife.

Field Windbreaks (CP5A)

Field Windbreaks are a prac-
tice consisting of 2 to 10 rows of
trees, shrubs, and grasses planted
in crop fields to reduce cropland
erosion and improve and provide

wildlife habitat. Once established,
field windbreaks provide excellent
winter cover for pheasants, turkey,
deer, as well as provide a corridor
for wildlife traveling through your
property.

Riparian Buffer (CP22)

A riparian buffer is a practice
consisting of pianted hardwood
trees along a stream channel from
35 to 180 feet wide from the stream
bank which reduces runoff, soil
erosion, and improves water qual-
ity. Riparian buffers also provide
numerous wildlife benefits includ-
ing: nesting habitat, travel corridor,
food resource, and winter cover for
numerous birds and mammals.

Filter Strips (CP21)

Filter strips are a practice that
consists of planting native or non-
native grasses and wildflowers
along a perennial stream or water
source from 20 to 120 feet wide.
Filter strips reduce runoff, soil
erosion, and improve water cﬁxal-
ity. Filter strips provide excellent
nesting habitat for birds as well as a
great food source for pheasant and
quail chicks.

Contour Buffer Strips (CP15A)
Contour buffer strips are a practice
that consists of planting native or
cool season grasses in strips along
the contour of a hillside to slow
water flow downhill. The buf-
fer strips drastically reduce soil
erosion along steep hillsides and
improve water quality. Contour
buffer strips also provide excellent
feeding and nesting areas for deer,
turkey, upland birds and other
wildlife.

Habitat Buffers for
Upland Birds (CP33)

Habitat buffers for upland
birds is a practice that consists of
planting native grasses and wild-
flowers along field borders be-
tween 30 and 120 feet wide to re-
duce soil erosion and protect water
quality. These buffers also provide
excellent nesting and brood rear-
ing habitat for quail, pheasants,
and other upland birds. The ar-
eas planted in this practice cannot
however be used as burn strips or
be driven on with machinery.

Wetland Restoration (CP23)

Wetland restoration consists
of a practice aimed at restoring

.Schedule

YOUr2012
I'rolecls
Tlllla 1

!

Les Lauer & Sons

Excavating & Grading
West Union « 422-5430

wetland characteristics of the site
through planting native wetland
plants with an upland buffer sur-
rounding the wetland. Wetlands
provide numerous benefits for the
environment including acting like
a sponge to help filter out sedi-
ments and other nutrients found
from farm runoff, reduce erosion,
and improve water quality. Wet-
lands provide tremendous benefits
for ducks and geese, reptiles and
amphibians, and other wildlife as
well.

The Continuous Conservation
Reserve Program provides numer-
ous environmental benefits such as
reducing soil erosion, improving
water quality, and increasing habi-
tat for wildlife. The CCRP practic-
es listed above are only a handful
of practices landowners can imple-
ment on their property to con-
serve the soil and attract wildlife.
Landowners that decide to sign
up for practices under the CCRP
program will receive annual rental
payments for the areas set aside
based on current soil rental rates.
Each practice under the CCRP will
receive from 50% up to 90% cost-
share along with $100/acre sign-up
bonus, and some programs offer
an additional 20% annual rental
rate incentive. Landowners inter-
ested in protecting their properties
and increasing wildlife on should
contact their local NRCS office for
further information.

From

Viafield is proud
to support the
conservation efforts
of area farmers
and land owners.
Your hard work
will help benefit
our agricultural
community, while
preserving lowa’s
unique ecological

heritage.
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Turkey River designated as a State Water Trail

By Rod Marlatt, Director
Fayette County Conservation
Board

The Turkey River as it flows
through Fayette and Clayton coun-
ties is one of our greatest and most
important natural resources. Over
the course of the last decade, we
have seen the recreational activity
on the Turkey explode. As a result,
the Fayette and Clayton County
Conservation Boards have assisted
in the development of several river
accesses.

Beginning in 2010 the Fayette
and Clayton County Conservation
Boards partnered with Northeast
lowa RC&D and the lowa De-
partment of Natural Resources to
designate the Turkey River as an
official State Water Trail. That des-
iEnation was awarded. Through
the year 2010, and into 2011, ac-
cesses signage, highway signage,
marketing brochures, and kiosks
were developed.

The Water Trail begins on the
Little Turkey River at Gouldsburg
Park in Fayette County and ends

at the Ferry Landing Canoe Take-
out at the mouth of the Mississippi
River. The trail is broken up into
several segments, allowing users
to do certain stretches or plan an
overall adventure. The water trail
provides 21 access areas, passes
through several communities, and
is a part of the Turkey River Recre-
ational Corridor.

The trail is over 100 miles in
length, making it one of the longest
in the state of Iowa. Implementa-
tion of the trail was completed in
the summer of 2011 and officially
opened at a dedication ceremony
on July 13, 2011.

In addition to Northeast Iowa
RC&D, the Fayette County Con-
servation Board would like to
thank the Fayette County Board of
Supervisors, Fayette County Sec-
ondary Roads, the communities
of Elgin and Clermont, the Turkey
River Recreational Corridor, the
Towa Great Places Program, the
Jowa Department of Transporta-
tion, and the Iowa Department of
Natural Resources. This project

Conservation Board
awarded fish habitat grant

The Fayette County Conser-
vation Board was awarded a Fish
Habiftat Grant in 2011. Every an-
gler who purchases an Iowa fishing
license also pays an additional fish
habitat fee. These fees are pooled
into a statewide fund. Some of

these funds are then parceled out
to the County Conservation Board
districts and available on a com-
petitive grant system.

Eligible projects include fish
habitat improvement, angler ac-
cess projects, and land acquisition.

The Fayette County Conservation Board received a grant last year to
build two rock-faced fishing jetties at the Gilbertson Conservation
Education Area near Elgin.

will provide recreational oppor-
tunities and help serve as an eco-
nomic catalyst for northeast Iowa.
Yet another example of a collabo-
ration of partnerships creating and
accomplishing a common goal.

The Fayette County Conservation
Board has been very successful in

receiving grants for these types of

projects. We have done a number
of stream bank stabilization and
habitat projects in the past. Most
of these were on the Little Turkey
River at Gouldsburg Park near
Hawkeye.

This past year the Conserva-
tion Board applied for and re-
ceived another grant to build two
rock-faced fishing jetties on the
Gilbertson Lake. The lake is locat-
ed at the Gilbertson Conservation
Education Area near Elgin.

These two jetties not only pro-
vide excellent angler access to the
water, but also provide diversified
habitat and spawning areas for the
fish.

The jetties were constructed

in  November
of 2011 and are
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ready for the
2012 fishing
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program is an
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men paying a
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that fee provide
projects locally,
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for everyone.

ations!

Dwane Koch « 563-380-1724

www.diversitycoatings.com

Conservation Cover
on Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP)

By LaVonne Koch, Soil Conservation Technician

Several important factors in a good conservation cover are: seed-
ing dates, quality of seed, fertilizer requirements, and maintenance.

Establishing a good permanent cover crop and managing the
cover crop on all the land needing permanent vegetative cover to last
the life of the CRP contract of 10 to 15 years is very important. Con-
servation cover accomplishes many practices on the land. It reduces
soil erosion and sedimentation, improves water quality, improves
air quality, improves soil quality, manages plant pests ,and enhances
wildlife habitat.

Site preparation should be sufficiently adequate to prepare a fa-
vorable seed bed and eliminate weed competition to enhance the es-
tablishment and growth of selected species.

The quality of the seed shall comply with Iowa Seed and Weed
Laws. All seed must be certified or source identified seed. The pro-
ducers seeding plan developed by NRCS must comply with the laws
of approved plant species and seeding rates and select combinations

plant species or cultivars best adapted to site conditions including
mmsture regime and landscape preference to meet the intended pur-
poses. To assure adequate payment of the seed, the producer must
follow the NRCS seeding plan, not the seeding mix from a local re-
tailer.

Permanent, perennial vegetative cover will be established durin
the first recommended seeding or planting period for the selecte
species or mixtures. Seeding dates of grasses or legumes are spring
from March 1 to May 15, late summer from Aug. 1 to Sept. 15, or
dormant from Nov. 15 to freeze. Seeding dates of natives species are
in spring from April 15 to July 1 or dormant from Nov. 15 to freeze.

Fertilizer and lime requirements for soil fertility and pH level will
be amended to satisfy the needs of the specific plant species planned.
Recommendations for establishment will be determined by an ap-
proved \estinF, laboratory from soil samples collected in the area to
be seeded. When soil test results are not available, a general fertilizer
and lime recommendation is listed on producers seeding plan.

Weed control during the establishment period is crucial to
ensure survival of the permanent seeding. Mowing just above the
height of the seeding plants or no closer than eight inches for native
species and four inches for introduced species is one alternative to
control weeds. Mow early before the weeds have a chance to smother
out the seeding, about every two weeks throughout the first growing
season.

Chemical control is another source of controlling weeds. Follow
the directions of the prescribed chemical to be used.

Burning is also another option, but you will need a burn plan
filled out, and it is a required practice on your Mid Contract Manage-
ment plan.

After the establishment period, spot mowing, burning, or spot
herbicide treatment shall be used after the nesting season of May 15
tofﬁ Aug. 1, but needs approval from the Farm Service Agency (FSA)
office.

To assure your cost share of seeding on your CRP acres, make
sure you have f);llowed your seeding plan with correct seed amounts,
fertilizer applied (commercial or nutrients from livestock), or cur-
rent soil test, itemized bills of purchases, and hand written bill for
seedbed preparation.

With CRP re-enrollments being approved for another ten years,
it is very important that the conservation cover crop is still a healthy
plant. This may mean that a producer may have to do Mid Contract
Management (MCM) the first year of the new contract, or MCM
once gurmg the duration of the contract. The purpose of MCM is to
manage established plant communities in order to maintain an early
successional stage.

The managements will increase plant community species and
structural diversity, control woody vegetation, provide wildlife habi-
tat for those species that use early successional stage vegetative habi-
tat, and provide habitat for declining species.

For the re-enrollments, a field visit is completed and woody veg
etation is not considered a conservation cover crop unless the con-
tract was designed for tree planting. Therefore, the woody vegetation
must be removed and possibly new seeding established if destroyed.
Eligible MCM options include: burning, spraying, disking and inter-
seeding. The producer’s conservation plan will have the options best
suited for your establishment.

If you have any further questions, you may contact the Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) at 563-422-5770 Ext 2 or the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) at 563-422-3868 Ext. 3
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Water quality monitoring on Nutting and Otter Creeks

Submitted by Rick Klann
Upper Iowa University

Upper lowa University has
completed three years of water
quality monitoring on Nutting
Creek as part of a Fayette SWCD
project to improve the water qual-
ity in the watershed. Monitoring
occurred from March through
October. Samples were collected
every other week from tree sites
along the creek.

Each sample was analyzed for
the following physical and chemi-
cal parameters of water qual-
ity: temperature, pH, conductivity,
dissolved oxygen and turbidity are
measured on site; while samples
returned to the lab are analyzed for
suspended solids, fecal coliform
bacteria, ammonia, total nitrogen
and total phosphorus.

Twice a year (May and Sep-
tember), each site was sampled for
benthic macroinvertebrates (pri-
marily aquatic insects and other
small organisms that live on the
bottom). Since different species of
benthic macroinvertebrates vary
with respect to their ability to tol-
erate pollution, they can be very
useful as indicators of water qual-

ity.
The biweekly sampling regime
provides a snapshot of d%e water
quality at a single point in time:
when the sample is collected. The
benthic invertebrates, on the other
hand, live in the stream year round
and are thus exposed to water
quality conditions throughout the
entire year. Both approaches can
provide valuable insight into the
water quality of Nutting Creek.

The three years of monitoring
indicate a definite trend of im-
proving water quality. It appears
that the efforts of this project to
improve land-use practices within
the watershed have had a positive
effect. For example, low levels of
dissolved oxygen can be a limiting
factor for many living organisms.
By year three of this project, levels
of dissolved oxygen were consis-
tently high enoui;h such that this
parameter is no longer negatively
impacting the organisms occupy-
ing Nutting Creek. Typically, high
levels of organic pollution (nitro-
gen and phosphorus) lead to low
oxygen levels. Year three saw the
lowest levels of phosphorus in
Nutting Creek. Nitrogen levels, on
the other hand, have yet to display
much of a decline.

Another problem facing Nut-
ting Creek is sediment washed
into the creek via runoff. Through-
out the life of this project, there
has been a reduction in both the
turbidity of the stream and the
amount of suspended solids car-
ried by the stream. These are addi-
tional indicators that the land-use
projects implemented throughout
the watershed are having a positive
impact.

As mentioned above, there has
not been a significant reduction
in the amount of nitrogen enter-
ing the stream. Another issue that
remains is contamination of the
stream with fecal coliform bacte-
rial. Contributors of bacteria to the
stream include livestock and septic
systems. While there has been a re-
duction in the amount of bacteria
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in Nutting Creek, the numbers are
still way too high to allow classifi-
cation as a stream suitable for rec-
reation involving primary contact
with the water.

The benthic invertebrate data
also support the contention that
the water quality of Nutting Creek
is improving. Proportionately
speaking, we are seeing more may-
flies and caddisflies in our samples
(which have a lower tolerance
for organic pollution) and fewer
midges and blackflies (which have
a higher tolerance). However, the
overall diversity of benthic inverte-
brates in Nutting Creek is still fair-
ly low. Hopefully, improved water
quality will allow for more species
intolerant of pollution to colonize
and establish viable populations in
the creek, but this taﬂes time.

My lab has also completed
three years of monitoring the wa-
ter quality of Otter Creek. This
project was sponsored by Fayette
SWCD and the city of West Union.
Otter Creek is one of northeast Io-
wa's trout streams, with trout being
stocked at several locations down-
stream of West Union. The city,
with the support of Fayette SWCD,
has displayed interest in analyzing
the contributions of runoff from
the downtown area to Otter Creek.

One aspect of this project
compares the water qualig of run-
off from downtown to the water
quality of the stream above and
below this input. In order to do so,
samples were collected following
rain events of at least 0.5 inches.

In general, the runoff from
downtown into Otter Creek does
not have a huge impact on the wa-
ter quality of the stream. The run-
off is warmer (it picks up heat from
concrete and pavement), and high
water temperatures are one of the
factors presenting the establish-
ment of a reproducible population
of trout in Otter Creek.

Typically, the runoff from
downtown does not contribute
much in the way of suspended sol-
ids to Otter Creek, with the excep-
tion occurring in 2011 when there
was major construction down-

town. The runoff from downtown
can contain high levels of chloride,
but rarely are these levels high
enough to impact the chloride lev-
els in Otter Creek.

Usually, theamount of fecal co-
liform bacteria in the runoff from
downtown is much less than that
in Otter Creek. However, in 2011,
the runoff carried significantly
higher loads of bacteria, probably
due to the major construction im-
pacting sewer lines and old septic
systems.

A comparison of the benthic
invertebrate populations inhabit-
ing the stream above and below
the input of the runoff from down-

further support for the contention
that the runoff from downtown
West Union does not have a ma-
jor impact on the water quality of
Otter Creek. Not surprising, levels
of phosphorus and nitrogen are
lower in the runoff, and dissolved
oxygen levels of pollution due to
rhosphorus and nitr0§en (and the
ower levels of dissolved oxygen
that accompany these pollutants).
The fact that the benthic inver-
tebrate community is relatively
unchanged from upstream of the
runoff input to downstream of
this point indicates that the runoff
from downtown is not negatively
impacting this community.

town finds these two sites to be
remarkably similar. This provides

Are you A.W.A.R.E. of this?

During the week of July 9 through July 16, 2011, more than 400 vol-
unteers converged on the Turkey River. This gathering was known as A
Watershed Awareness River Expedition. Project AWARE is a weeklong
volunteer river cleanup event.

Total strangers, some volunteering individually and others with
families, converged on the Turkey River. Together from the seats of their
canoes, they embarked on a mission to clean up garbage. This mission
brings them together — strangers became friends, %rien s became family
and along the way they learned about watersheds.

It was an awesome event. The cleanup began at Gouldsburg Park in
Fayette County and ended a week later at the mouth of the Mississippi at
Garber in Clayton County. An astounding feat when you consider this
is over 100 miles of river! The project had too many partners to list, but
included the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, the Fayette and
Clayton County Conservation Boards, all of the communities along the
river, businesses, civic organizations, solid waste haulers, and of course, a
multitude of volunteers.

When it was all said and done, volunteers removed over 32 tons of
debris including hundreds of old tires and pieces of car bodies. It was
incredible to see what some folks could actually load onto a canoe.

We were pleasantly surprised to discover that most of the debris in
the river was extremely old. Many of the tires and car body pieces were
at least 50 years old. These were probably the result of flooding and were
once used for riverbank stabilization. The age of the garbage confirms
that society in general is currently littering our waterways less and less
and therefore valuing them as critical resources.

The project was extremely successful and was also a project of Out-
door Life’s Save-A-Stream Program. The project was the biggest in the
nation and was featured in the special winter issue of “Outdoor Life.”

Plans for the 2012 project AWARE are currently underway, and the
TIowa River will be featured this year. If you would like to volunteer in the
future, you can check out the website at wwwprojectaware.com.

Make NAPA your
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Northeast lowa Resource Con-
servation & Development (NE IA
RC&D), Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service (NRCS), the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources
(IA DNR), Forestry Bureau, and the
United States Forest Service (USES),
have recently partnered together to
implement a new initiative to inform
woodland owners about the value
and benefits of healthy woodlands.
Whether you have “just trees” that
shelter native plants and animals, a

NE IA RC&D announces new partnership

bit of “woods” behind your house
where the kids play and you cut
firewood, or a “tree farm” that earns
your family income, you have an
Iowa woodland. There may be man
reasons you own your woodland,
including family heritage, privacy,
beautiful scenery, wildlife habitat,
recreation, investment, or timber
production, but no matter why you
own it, proper planning and caring
for your woodland over time is the
best thing you can do to make-sure

you, your children and your grand-
children will be able to enjoy your
woodlands far into the future.

This project is especially im-
portant given the history of north-
east lowas woodland resource and
recent invasions by invasive species
(emerald ash borer and European
gypsy moth), as healthy woodlands
are more resistant to invasive insects,
plants and diseases. Healthy wood-
lands have additional community
benefits including reduced erosion

The 2011 West Union Field Office employees included (front, I-r) Lori Kohlmeyer, State secretary; LaVonne
Kaoch, Federal technician; Ray Drewelow, Federal technician; Michelle Schaefers, District Conservationist;
(back) Carrie Davis, Watershed Project Coordinator; Adam Rodenberg, DNR Ameri-Corp employee; and
m.hris Kroemer, volunteer. Absent: Tamara Buitenwerf

» Full-Service Testing Lab « Diagnostic Services
« Fertility Management « Nutrient

Miage FS

563-422-6023

300 West Franklin, West Union, 52175

| HARVEST MORE FROM
YOUR INVESTMENT

Nurture success on your farm with reliable
service and unparalleled expert in soil testing
and beyond. We offer soil fertility solutions
and crop production analysis to:

and improved water quality. They
also sequester carbon, release oxy-
gen back into the atmosphere and
provide habitat for non-game and
game wildlife.

If you are a forest landowner with
land in the Towa Forest Reserve, you
have already taken one big important
step to preserve your woodlands —
removed those Forest Reserve acres
from damage from livestock grazing.
You have the opportunity to further
improve your woodland’s health.

Over the next year, NE IA
RC&D Forest Outreach Coordinator
Richard Kittelson and Forestry Out-
reach Technician Jerry Muff will be
meeting with Fayette County Forest
Reserve woodland owners and en-
couraging them to utilize a state or
private forester for guidance on how
to maintain or improve the health of
their woodlands.

Public or private, a professional
forester’s duties include:

« Meeting with family wood-
land owners;

» Discussing your woodland ob-
jectives;

« Preparing a step-by-step plan
to meet those objectives.

Richard Kittelson assures land-
owners, “There is no obligation to
implement any suggested practices,
but doing so will result in a health-
ier, more vibrant and valuable for-
est. Foresters will also guide you to
local forest service providers and the
best state or federal cost-share fund-
ing sources to assist with doing sug-
gested practices. Because of the high
value of forests to all of us, there is
a considerable amount of funding
available to assist family woodland
owners.”

For further information, discus-
sion or to schedule an appointment,
please contact Richard Kittelson or
Jerry Muff at NE IA RC&D toll-free
at 1-855-568-5688
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Fayette County Pheasants Forever reaches milestone

The Fayette County Pheasants
Forever Chapter is proud to report
that it has exceeded $1,000,000 to-
ward local habitat and conservation
projects.

Of the nearly 800 chapters na
tionwide, less than 5 percent have
ever achieved this milestone. Pheas-
ants Forever is unique among con-
servation organizations. One hun-
dred percent of dollars raised by a
chapter stays with that chapter to
create habitat, educational program-
ming, and land acquisitions.

Since its inception in 1985, the
Fayette County chapter has imple-
mented over 10,000 acres of habitat.
These practices include CRP, contin-
uous CRP, shelterbelt plantings, ri-
parian buffers, windbreaks, wetland
development, food plots, and public
land acquisitions.

These projects could only be
made possigle by our local partner-
ships. These coordinated efforts have
helped make Fayette County one
of the leading counties in Iowa for
overall conservation practices. We
would like to recognize and thank
these partners.

e Fayette County Soil and
Water Conservation District, FSA,
NRCS, The Iowa Department of

Natural Resources, the lowa Depart-
ment of Transportation, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, the Fayette
County Conservation Board, the
Fayette County Board of Supervi-
sors, and of course, our land owner
co-operators have all contributed to
these accomplishments.

The past few years have been
very frustrating in regard to the ob-
vious decline in pheasant popula-
tions. Year after year of harsh winters
followed by wet springs have been
devastating to our local populations.
We are determined, however, to
continue our efforts to rebuild these
populations. Mother Nature has not
been kind, a factor beyond our con-
trol. What we can control through,
is the preservation and creation of
habitat.

These efforts will be more dif-
ficult in the immediate future, as
higher commodity prices always
have an impact on our overall land-
scape. The next farm bill will be
critical to the future and it is vital
to fight for as much CRP and other
programs as possible.

Pheasants Forever raises its
funds through an annual banquet.
The Fayette County Banquet, its 27",
will be held at Echo Valley Banquet

Hall on Saturday, March 17. Attend-
ees will have a multitude of opportu-
nities to win guns, purchase wildlife

art, raffle prizes, and more. You will
also be treated to a prime rib dinner
and just an overall good time.

As always, all of the proceeds
will be expended right here in Fay-
ette County.

FC Farm Service Agency reminders

« Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) participants are reminded
that June 30" is the deadline to
certify their acres. CRP certifi-
cation is an annual requirement.
Your annual rental payments for
2012 will not be made in October
if this requirement is not met. CRP
certifications can be completed at
the same time
you certify your

sary paperwork to receive their
2012 payment in October. We
encourage farmers to start the
signup process now. You can call
the Fayette County FSA office and
we will save you time be printing
off your contracts and preparing
additional paperwork before you
arrive.

« Report your farm changes to
FSA. If you have recently sold, pur-
chased, or are renting a new farm,
your FSA farm records need to be
updated to reflect these changes. It
is very important that your farm
records reflect accurate informa-
tion to retain full eligibility for FSA
and NRCS programs.

crops.

« ‘The 2012
DCP (Direct &
Countercyclical
Program) signup
is underway and
producers  will
have  through
June 1* to com-
plete the neces-
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The Fayette SWCD would like to
thank all the people of Fayette County and
beyond that have made contributions to the

orter club for 2011. Our pro s are
ma e possible by your continued support
and conservation efforts.

Supporter
Janice Balk, Floyd Baumgartner, Charles
Baumler, Donald Blaker, Kevin Bouska,
Stanley Boyer, Ruth Brooks, Inez Brown,
Tom/Sonya Colvin, Kenton Cowles, Rob-
ert Cowles, Vern Dietzenbach, Leonard
Dolezal, Jim Donat, Patrick Duffy, Don-
ald Durscher, Paul Fox, James N. Fran-
zen, Helen Franzen, Willys/Leann Fritz,
Dorothy Gilmer, Diane Granger, Berna-
dine Granneman, Leona Gregory, Doris
Gr her, Willis Grundmeyer, Lyle/
JoAnn Guenther, Norbert Hackman, Dale
Halverson, Tim Hamlett, Patricia Hanson,
Suzanne Henn, Harry Henry, Howard Hil-
debrand, Eugene Hruska, Norman Jones,
Iva Jean Kaune, Samuel Koehler, Raymond
Kueker, Keith Lansing, Mark/Barb Lauer,
James Lein, Herman Lenz, Janita Lof-
tus, Donald Manderfield, ~ Harry/Mary
Martin, Karen Martin, Jeanine Matt, How-
ard Meaney, Layne Meyer, Scot Michel-
son, Marilyn Mihall, Jon Mitchell, Ralph
Moellers, James Morf, Gordon Murray-
John, David Naffziger, Merrill Nerem,
Stanley Ney, Tim Nuss. I)onald Pliester,
Mary Polk, Harold F Mike

Supporter Club (SWCD)

Halverson, Brian Harper, Harrison Farm,
Tom Hayes, Lois Heick, Lavon Henn, Hey-
ing Firms Inc,, Larry Hiemes, Paul Hoeger,
Bill Hogan, Mark Imoehl, James Ingels,
Kyle Jacobsen, Philip James, Robert John-
ston, William Kauten, Lynn/Bev Kelck,
John D. Kelly, Steve Kennon, Charles
Kerns, Greg Kilcher, Eldon Knoploh, L &
H Ranch, Duane/Edith Langerman, Jean
Leech, C | Lensing, Leslie Lauer & Sons,
Anita Lundberg, Robert Margroff, Dwight
Maurer, Dennis McElree, Marian McIn-
tosh, Ken/Becky Meyer, James Moeller, Ja-
son Moellers, Kevin Mork, Rodney Morse,
Donald Mueller, Thomas Murphy, Millard
Nelson Jr., Kenneth Ney, Lyle Ney, NEIA
Realty & Appraisal, Gene Nuss, Joe/Sharil
Ogle, Ron O'Kones, Joyce Oldfather, FJ
Olson Inc., John Orr, David Palas, Darwin
Peterson, C. Pleggenkuhle, Roy Post, Ilo
Mae Rau, Karel Rawson, Ron Rechkem-
mer, Robert Rewoldt, Paul/Sharroll Rich-
ards, Sam Ridenour, Roland Riensche, Lar-
ry Riley, Doug/Marilyn Roberts, Florence
Robinson, Stephen Rourke, Everett/Vicki
Rowland, Dale Rueber, Dean Rueber, Da-
ryl Ruff, Keith Schlatter, Edmund Schmitt,
Fred Schneider, Jim/Colleen Schneider,
John Schrader, Mark/Denise Schmitt,
Marilyn Seedorff, Eugene Sieck, Dwaine
Stahr, Gary Stauffer, Jon Steege, Kevin/
Manlyn Steffens, Darrel Steggall, George

Puff, Rausch Family Inc., Mary Recker,
Tim Recker, Roger Reeder, Clair Reed,
Sean Sailsbury, Rudy Schaff, Anna Mae
Schlatter, Dan/Inez Schmitt, Lois Schuch-
mann, Robert Scott, Lester Steffens, Ernest
Streicher, Carolyn Szemkus, Jack Treloar,
Don/Audrey Vagts, Varykino Inc., Roberta
Warner, Watercres Run LLC, Jeff Wheeler,
Gloria Whitcher, David Wireman, Marga-
ret Wynthein

Saver

Paul/Jennifer Adams, Donald Alcorn,
Marjorie Allenstein, Gladys Anderson FLP,
Lane/Liz Ash, Joe Bahe, David Baier, Steve
Baker, Ken Baker, Bassett Pheasant Ridge
Inc., Irvin Bateman, Ron Beerman, Berk
LLC, Kenneth Blockhus, Ron Bodenstein-
er, Paul Boess, Barbara Born, Gay Bowden,
Jann Bowlus, Ronald Boyer, Dana Bran-
dorff, Gary/Janice Brownell, Brownell
Inc,, Donald Buhr, Veryl Burghardt,

Dan Burkhart, C & W Farms, Robert
Campbell, Bruce Cannon, Tom Claassen,
William Clark, Ron Corbin, William Cork-
ery, James Costello, Steve

Floyd land, LaVerne
Swenson, Eleanor Swent, TeKippe Engi-
neering, Randy Tope, Town/Country Real
Estate, Don/Mary Treloar, Herbert Vagts,
Gerald Vagts, Renee Voshell, Wagner
Brothers, Ward Collision Service, Sherry
Whitford, Susan Wolf, Woodard Insurance
Agency, Dennis/Joan Worden

Savers
Kenneth Baker, Janice Balk, Charles
Baumler, Rita Baumler, Donald Blaker,
Gary Bod Killian B
Barbara Born, Kevin Bouska, Ronald Boy-
er, Stanley Boyer, Tammy Brownell, Jerald
Burrack, Jim/Sharon Burrack, Keith Carey,
Kenton Cowles, Robert Cowles, Roger
Dean, David/Terri Derflinger, Leonard
Dolezal, Patrick Duffy, Tom Durnan, Don
Durscher, Joe Ernst, Rollin Fink, Sheldon
Fox, Paul Foxwell, Helen Franzen, Willys
Fritz, Don Gableman, Gary Gibbs, Diane
Granger, Chuck/Mary Gray, Gumm Farms
Ltd, Norbert Hackman, Barbara Hagelie,
Howard Hall, Dale Halverson, Tim Ham-

lett, Patricia Hanson, Suzanne Henn, Harry
Henry Electric, Larry Hiemes, John/Linda
Hoblit, Paul Hoeger, Phyllis Holmstrom,
Richard Holt, Mark Imoehl, Leon Jacob,
Glenn Janssen, Robert Johnston, Robert
Jones, Kathryn Jones, Iva Jean Kaune, Wil-
liam/Joan Kauten, Patricia Koehler, Ron-
ald Koester, Margaret Kramer, Raymond
Kueker, E B Kunkle, L & H Ranch Inc,,
LaGracia & Sons Inc,, Judith Lann, Keith
Lansing, Herman Lenz, Sarah Lopez, Edith
Mann, Doug Martins, Larry McClain,
Howard Meaney, James Meyer, John T.
Michels, Scot Michelson, Jon Mitchell, Jim
Moellers, David Naffziger, Merrill Nerem,
Stanley Ney, Rick Nienhaus, Tim Nuss,
Joe/Sharil Ogle, Joyce Oldfather, Dar-
win Peterson, Gene Pleggenkuhle, Don-
ald Pliester, Illo Mae Rau, Rausch Family
Inc., RDR Farms, Clair Reid, Willis Ruff,
Sean Salisbury, Mildred Sanders, Anna
Mae Schlatter, D G Schmidt Farms, Lois
Schuchmann, Marilyn Seedorff, Patricia
Smith, Allen Stahr, lola Stannard, Gary
Stauffer, Curt/Celeste Strong, Nick/Mari-
lyn Teig, Jack Treloar, Herbert Vagts, Steve
Valley, Renee Voshell, William Walenceus,
Berniece Walsh, Watercress Run LLC,
Gloria Whitcher, David Wireman, Wood-
ard Insurance Agency, Margaret Wyn-
thein, Zupke Sand & Gravel

Stewards
] R Adams, Paul/Jennifer Ad-
ams, Marjorie Allenstein, Jon/Barbara

Anderson, Gladys Anderson FLP, Lane/
Liz Ash, Larry Bachman, Shirley Bagen-
slos Joe/Lisa Bahe, Robert Basset, Irvin

Don/Donna Bauml Ronald
Beermann, Kenneth Blockhus, Tom
Bloom, Ronald Bodensteiner, Paul Boess,
Gertrude Bowling Farm Ptnshp, CM
Bowling Farms, Bowling Heraty Hudson
Farm, Jann Bowlus, Brehme Construction,
Gary/Janice Biownell. Brownell Inc., John/
Deb Bruihler, Veryl/Pairicia Burghardt,
Dan Burkhart, C&W Farms, Bruce Can-
non, Tom Claassen, Bill/Jill Clark, Jerry

Cole, Ronald Corbin, Steve Crider, Sidney
Crowe, D & ] Pumping, Bradley
Daniels, Alan ] Davis, Stanley Diebel,

Harold Diemer, Dave Drilling, Kim Dum-
mermuth, Easton’s Water Conditioning,
Richard Egan, Don/Barb Ehlers, Fagle
View Farms, John Falck, Barbara Fedel-
er, Fidelity Bank & Trust, Jeryl Fink,

First State Bank - Fayette, David Fox,
Edward Franzen, Eugene Franzen, Mike
Friederich, Kenneth Friedly, Lorna Gage,
John Grafenberg, Jim Grimes, Ed/Bobbie
Gross, Roger/Connie Halverson, Tom/
Karen Hamlett, Harrison Farm, Sharon
Hartley, Thomas Hayes, Lois Heick, Randy
Helgerson, Ken/Linda Hemesath, Bert
Henderson, Heraty Hudson Farm Acct,
Heying Firms Inc,, Hillandale lowa LLP,
William Hogan, Mark Howard, James
Ingels, Innovative Ag Services, Kyle Ja-
cobsen, Kirk Jacobsen, Phil James, Violet
James, Charles Jenks, Richard Jensen, Fan-
nie Johnson, Doug Johnson, Marilyn Juer-
gens, Phil/Deb/Tatum Kahler, Pete Kalb,
Alan Kamaus, Barry Kamm, Lynn & Bev
Kelck, John D Kelly, Steve Kennon, Charles
Kerns, Duane Kerns, Greg Kilcher, Eldon
Knoploh, Ron Knudsvig, Dwane/Roni Sue
Koch, Daniel Kuennen, Leslie R Lauer &
Sons, Jean Leech, Sarah Lein, C ] Lensing,
Juanita Loftus, Anita Lundberg, M a r -
ian McIntosh, Robert McSweeny, Thomas
Meskel, Kenny/Becky Meyer, Kenneth
Miller, Henry/Barb Miller, Bill/Meg Moel-
lering, Jeff Moellers, Rodney Morse, Don/
Marilyn Mueller, Gordon Murray-John,
Lyle Ney, Gene Nuss, Ronald O'Kones, Art
Oldenburg, John Orr, Owen Ott, Albert
Pagel, David Palas, Robert Peterson, David
Pleggenkuhle, Clifford Pl kuhle, Roy

Schmitt, Fred Schneider, Jim Schneider,
LeWayn Schrader, Paul Schuchmann,
David/Karen Schutte, Judi Siebrecht, Eu-
gene Sieck, Don Sieck Jr, Richard/Marjo
rie Smith, Ruth Smith, Smith Farms Inc.,
George Steinbronn, Floyd Stensland, ] H
Stewart, Elva Jean Stone, Robert Swen-
son, Eleanor Swent, Gayle Tellin, Town &
Country Real Estate, Joyce Trotter, Frank
Turner, Gerald Vagts, Varykino Inc,
Marilyn Wagner, Steve Ward, West Union
Dental Clinic, Joe Wingert, Dan Winter
Jr, Kevin Winter, Allen Winzenburg, Sue
Wolf, George Woodard Jr, Randy Woods,
Ron Wymer, David Wynthein
Sustainers

Margaret Addy, Alan/Judy Albrecht, Shane
Anderson, Araich Limited, Don Bahe, Jerry
Bayness, Diane Beck, James Beeghly, Wil-
liam Bennett, LuAnn Berthel, Eric Boehm,
Harold Bowman, Donald Buhr, Dale Ca-
lease, David Fox, Allen/Tim Chensvold,
Citizens Savings Bank — Hawkeye, William
Claassen, Dan/Darcy Connely, Richard
Conrad, John Cunningham, Hugh Curtis,
Lynn Darnall, Earl/Kathryn Drilling,
DRM Family Partnership, First National
Bank ~ West Union, Jack Frey, Glass Farms
Inc, Grimm Farms, Gross Low Farm,
Halstead Bros., Matt Hamlett, JDF Farms
Inc., Lorraine Jeckel, Collin Jensen, Mar-
garet Jespersen, Robert Kalb, Kerndt Bros.
Savings Bank — West Union, Alice Koem-
pel, Gerald Kuennen, Larry Leyh, Lone
Pine Inc., D A Martin, Maynard Savings
Bank, Dennis McElree, Robert Mc-
Millan, McMillan Bros, Tom Murphy,
Mary Beth Nagel, Myron Nagel, North-
’asl Towa Coop, Northeast lowa Realty &
1 Nutri-Hose Inc., Doug/Leslie

Post, Karel/Joyce Rawson, Penny Reed,
James Richards, Sam Ridenour, John Riley
Larry Riley, Florence Robinson, Stephen
Rourke, Everett/Vicki Rowland, Lucille
Rueber, Dale Rueber, Daryl Ruff, Florence
Sanders, Melvin Schlatter, D G Schmidt
Farms, Edmund Schmitt, Steve/Connie

I’oppen Reliable Agency Crop Insurance,
Dan Rosburg, Kathryn Roys, Sandra Lynne
Schwan, Hans Siemers, David Smith, Dar-
rel Steggal, Bill Strudthoff, TeKippe
Engineering, Rick/Joyce Trotter, Gary Wil-
son, Jon Woltz, Don Woods Trust, Mary
Beth Ziegler

Crider, Sid/Bev Crowe, D
& | Pumping, Alan/Judy
Davis, Stanley Diebel, Da-
vid/Terri Derflinger, K & ]
Dimer Farm Inc,, Thomas
Durnan, Dan/Melissa
Fagle, Scott Figdore, Jeryl
Fink, Rollin Fink, First Na-

(itizens
Savings Bank

tional Bank — West Union,
Four Strong Ltd., Charles
Frieden, Mike Friederich,
Kenneth Friedly, Donald
Gableman, Gary Gibbs,
Gumm Farm LLC, Barbara
Hagalie,  Roger/Connie

Spillville - 563-562-3674
Fort Atkinson - 563-534-7211
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Deeper...
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Talk to us about your scil conservation plans!
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DOUG EGELAND TILING

1761 Sand Road ¢ Ossian * 563-532-9369
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Check out our
expanded location
in Maynard!

For All Your Showmoble, ATV
& Motorcycle Needs %

Come in & see our great selection of
used Street Bikes, Snowmobiles & ATVs!

Kuennen'’s House of Power

455 West Main - Maynard (563) 637-2870
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Without soil, there is no profit

By Mike Wilson

On average, U.S. farmers made
more money last year than even
before. Crops sales are expected to
pass the $200 billion mark for the
first time in U.S. history, while net
profits will jump nearly 30%.

Alas, theres a price on every-
thing — even prosperity. Land sales
are up to $20,000 per acre; cash rents
are climbing to $350 or more; and
surging input prices will make prof-
its a little trickier this year. Under
this economic pressure, what hap-
pens to sustainable and conservation
farming practices? Will producers
who pay high cash rents mine the
soil and rip though terraces or wa-
terways to get every dollar back from
the land?

No doubt a vast majority of
farmers still hold to their convic-
tions that the soil is the root of all
profits.

Over the years 1 have inter-
viewed countless farmers who in-
vested in conservation and believed
passionately in no-till or other soil-
saving practices. [ take comfort in
the many times they looked me in
the eye and said, “We want to leave
this land in better condition for the
next generation.”

I believe them. But human na-
ture is what it is. The environment
we're in right now does not encour-
age best practices. Pushing for high-
er yields to pay swelling production
costs means you're probably not
thinking about lowering your envi-
ronmental footprint. The soil be-

SHOP ALL THREE MAJOR TRUCK
BRANDS...IN ONE LOCATION!

comes a short-term investment, and
that puts your long-term productive
capacity at risk.

Positioned for profit

U.S. farmers are positioned for
long-term profit like no other re
gion in the world. Climate, technol-
ogy, education, management and
infrastructure all work in their favor.
They don't have dictators or arcane
economic policies to work around.
U.S. farmers currently feed 20 per-
cent of the global population on 10
percent of the world’s land. They
will need to continue to provide a
disproportionate amount as global
food needs increase.

And you have some of nature’s
finest resources to work with. But for
how long? The United States has lost
half of its native soil organic matter,
primarily as a result of tillage. That’s
a precious resource we'll never get
back.

Our country’s farmland is vi-
brant compared to other regions
of the world, where many soils are
withered from overuse, bad man-
agement, poverty or poor govern-
ment policies. Look at the grim re-
sults: More than 900 million people
around the world are malnourished.
About 20,000 die daily from a lack of

ood nutrition. And all of it is re-
ated back to the most basic care and
feeding of the world's soils.

Can we save our soils? While
no-till and other conservation prac-
tices are growing, many of us still
farm “the way Dad did” As a result,
we lose tons of soil, despite proven

economic and conservation advan-
tages of low-till farming and nutri-
ent management.

Farmers understand how im-
portant Mother Nature and biologi-
cal activity are to their livelihood.
From pollinators to beneficial nema-
todes to green manure crops that
add nitrogen and organic matter,
we could not be successful without
them.

Still, a lot of that talk gets lost
in the conservation, especially when
you're focusing on day-to-day pro-
cesses. So instead of innovating, we
end up placing enormous faith in
our current system.

“If we do not change our think-
ing, at some point in the future ag-
riculture may become a zero-sum
Famc.“ says Howard Buffett, an II-
inois farmer and philanthropist.
“We've seen this already in regions
where food security has become
a contributing factor in pushing a
country over the edge. If people
can't eat, they %gt hungrv, and politi-
cians have problems.”

We need to take successful steps
from both organic and high-yield
practices, and merge them together
to achieve the best farming systems
for the long run. That management-
driven system would combine hy-
brid seed, synthetic fertilizer and
biotech, along with cover crops, no-
till or strip tilf. and nutrient manage-
ment.

It's not that radical. Combin-
ing biological techniques with new

or proven practices will provide the
most dynamic, successful system
that can withstand thedpressures of
growing global demand and short-
term surges in production costs.
Every practice described in the
paragraph above has been proven
profitable by growers all around this
country. Tz ey sifiply took the time
to educate themselves and put new
ideas in place.

We can grow mmd -blowing
yields and leave a smaller carbon
footprint. How? Let’s start with

more dialogue about how we farm.
That is the great conversation we
need to have everywhere, but we're
not there yet. Lets talk about what
we've learned and where we're going
in the long term.

Future prosperity will come, as
long as we do not destroy the goose
laying all these golden eggs.

This article originally appeared
in Farm Futures Magazine, Extra
2012. It is used here by permission.
Copyright 2012, Farm Progress Cos.

What’s Killing My Pine Trees?

By Jason Walker,
District Forester

On an almost daily basis the
phone at the District Foresters office
rings and the conversation begins with
the question, “What's killing my pine
trees?”

The standard forester response is,
“Are you sure it's a pine tree, or is it a
spruce?”

Towa’s conifer trees in general have
many different insects and diseases at-
tacking them, and identifying which
bug or fungus they have, starts with
identifying exactly which species of
tree the caller has. Most tree problems
are species specific, meaning a particu-
lar insect or disease will only affect a
particular species, such as emerald ash
borer will only attack ash trees.

If you are having problems with
your conifer trees, first identify what

species you have, and you should be
able to quickly identify what may be
killing your pine trees. Here are a few
examples of the most common prob-
lems seen in lowa’s conifer trees:
Colorado Blue Spruce/Black Hills
Spruce

By far the most common sick tree
call received at the District Foresters
office involves Colorado blue spruce,
or Black Hills spruce. An easy way to
identify these species is by their short,
poky needles. If examined closely, you
will find that individual needles grow
out of the branch on the spruce trees,
whereas bundles of needles grow out
of the branch on pine trees. In many
cases the blue spruce will have a very
distinctive blue tint to the needles, but

PINE TREES —
Continued on page 20
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* Struts & Shocks
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Your Complete Service Center
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Brown’s salutes our
conservationists for their hard work!
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Sales & Leasing 8
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563-245-2505
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Scholarship winner realizing her dreams

Cultivating a passion
for agriulture

Jessica Duren
For this year’s Conservation
Scholarship winner, growing up

Greenhouse project

You have likely heard about
“The Great Outdoor Education
Field Days” for third graders that
the Soil and Water Conservation
District hosts.

What you may not have heard
is that in addition to that educa-
tion mission, the District has been

District will store it in our pond
called “Green House Fund” until it
is full enough to drain.

We all know how beneficial a
little rain is at just the right time
in growing a great crop. With your
help our young students will have

their own living classroom where
they can see the fruits of their la-
bor as they get their fingers dirty
and learn at the same time.

Thanks again to all those who
believe in and support us thru your
financial help.

on a family farm has made quite
an impact. Over the years, Beth
Pleggenkuhle, daughter of Jef-
frey and Marie of Waucoma, has
learned the importance of outdoor
involvement and agriculture.

“It (agriculture) first began to
interest me when I joined 4-H and
started showing swine in the fifth
grade;” Beth related. “I love bein
outdoors and would help my da;
work outside any chance that I

A 2011 North Fayette graduate,

Beth was involved in numerous or-

anizations and clubs throughout
Eer childhood and adolescence.

“When [ started high school, I
enrolled in FFA and became very
active. FFA soon gave me the mo-
tivation to give back to agriculture
as much as it has given to me;” the
19-year-old said.

Once she entered high school,
Beth’s involvement in local activi-
ties, indoors and out, skyrocketed.
She was the Student Council presi-
dent and held numerous FFA of-
fices. A member of the National
Honor Society, she was also active
in FCCLA, Spanish Club, SIAC,
Chorus, Chamber Choir, volley-
ball and Aanceline. Beth also par-
ticipated on the Conduct of Meet-
ings and Parliamentary Procedure
teams.

Activities outside of school
have also kept Beth busy. She has
participated in the eimer’s
Memory Walk, taught Sunday
school at her local church, was a
member of the Pony Express, at-
tended the Iowa Agriculture Youth
Institute, and the Washington
Leadership Conference. With a
little time left to enjoy hobbies,
Beth found herself water skiing
and showing pigs.

It has been her involvement

Beth Pleggenkuhle

in FFA, 4-H and the family farm,
however, that has helped Beth to
realize her dreams.

“Once I became an FFA mem-
ber my freshman year, I knew that
I wanted to pursue a career in the
agriculture field. FFA exposed me
to the endless opportunities that
agriculture possesses,” the young
woman noted.

After babysitting for a girl
who had never lives on a farm,
Beth found that educating kids on
the importance of agriculture was
something for which she had a
passion.

“It is a lEassionate goal for me
to work in the agriculture field just
as my father has. I am not sure
where the industry will take me,
but I am ready for the journey,” she
closed.

Beth currently attends Iowa
State University in Ames, where
she is pursuing an agriculture busi-
ness degree.

lanting seeds with SOme
ike-minded partners to [
erect a green house next
to the elementary build-
ing at North Fayette.

This  living/grow-
ing classroom will en-
able young folks to have
hands-on daily connec-
tion with growing liv-
ing plants. So many dif-
ferent opportunities for
students to learn of na-
ture’s mysteries can come
through planting seeds.

Given these oppor-
tunities at an early age,
a subtle interest in 516
natural world could take
place that may not have
surfaced before.  We
could use another Nor-
man Borlaug!

We thank all who
have donated toward this
$15,000 purchase: how-
ever, we are currently
suffering a financial sup-
port drought. If you have
a sprinkle or shower to spare, the

CONSERVATION
MATTERS TO
ALL OF US

FAUSER

NERGY RESOURC
Elgin, lowa 426-5811
TOLL FREE 800-328-7371
ELGIN MOTOR SUPPLY 426-5529

' lowa’s Greatest Natural Resource

FreedomBank salutes lowa farm families,
and looks forward to working with you.
We appreciate your importance to the economy

and understand your business needs.

e
FreedomBank

YOUR Community. YOUR Finances. YOUR STYLE.
Elkader Monona Postville
245-2522 539-2015 864-7441

FDIC www.myfreedomaccount.com ==
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PINE TREES —
Continued from page 18

not always. These have been two very
popular trees the last twenty years, es-
pecially in wind breaks.

The Problem - The underlying
problem with these species is that
they are not native to Iowa. These
species prefer a much cooler and drier
climate. The hot and humid sum-
mers found in the Midwest provide
a climate in which several tree fungal
diseases can thrive. Non-native trees
typically have no natural resistance to
these diseases because they often dont
exist in the trees’ native climate.

The most common problem as-
sociated with these species of spruce
in northeast Iowa is a fungal disease
called Rhizosphaera needle cast. It
typically infects the needles on the
lower portions of the tree, causing the
tree to shed the needles. Often only
the tips of the needles will stay green
while the rest of it has turned brown.
After repeated infections of the same
branch, it is likely the branch will die.
Spruce trees that are seen to be dying
from the bottom up are likely infected
with the needle cast fungus. High
moisture levels and poor air circula-
tion favor the spread of the disease.
Unfortunately this is the exact effect
you desire from a windbreak planting.
Having been extremely popular wini
break species for the last 15-20 years,
substantial amounts of needle cast are
showing up in northeast Iowa.

Treatment requires the use of a
preventative fungicide called chlo-
rothalonil. It is sold over the counter
under such names as Multipurpose
Fungicide, Daconil, Fertilome Fun-
gicide or others. It should be applied
when the new needles are half elon-
gated, and two or three times later at
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3- to 4-week intervals. It is important
to note that if you choose to treat the
trees, you can expect to do so for as
long as you care to keep the tree alive.
[t is likely that as soon as you cease
treating the trees, they will again be-
come infected. The costs associated
with long-term treatments of these
trees are often seen as a non-feasible
solution for most landowners. Forest-
ers will often highly recommend re-
placing the trees with a more disease
resistant variety, instead of chemical
treatment.
Scotch Pine

Another very common dead or
dying conifer tree in ortheast lowa is
the Scotch pine. Characteristics of a
Scotch pine used in identification are
the needles and the gold, flaky bark
near the top of the tree. If examined
closely, the Scotch pine has a bundle
of two needles growing out of the
branch. The needles are somewhat
stiff, and typically 2-3" long. Along
with Colorado blue spruce and Black
Hills spruce, Scotch pine has been a
very popular wind break tree in Iowa.

The problem affecting Scotch pine
in northeast Iowa is called pine wilt
disease. Pine wilt disease is caused by a
group of organisms acting in conjunc-
tion with one another - nematodes,
sawyer beetles and bark beetles. The
nematodes infect the tree and damage
its ability to transport water and nutri-
ents. This effectively begins the pro-
cess. of killing the tree, but the nema-
tode is not able to spread to other trees
without some assistance. In come
the sawyer beetles, who happen to be
strong fliers. The sawyer beetle lays its
eggs under the bark of dead or dying
trees, often ones that are infected by
the nematodes. As the sawyer beetles
mature, they emerge from the tree and
fly away. The nematodes meanwhile
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The Fayette County SWCD Commissioners recently listened to flooding concerns on the Upper Maquoketa
River Watershed with Bonnie and Robert Bassett (top, 1-r) of rural Arlington. The 2011 commissioners
include (clockwise, from lower left) Paul Hoeger, Rozann Dallenbach, William Bennett, (newly elected)

Dave Drilling, and Richard Jensen.

have hitched a ride and are carried to
the next tree.

The third villain of this trilogy of
destruction is the bark beetle, which is
attracted to dying trees. As the bark
beetle burrows through the dying
bark, its body carries b%ue-stain fungi
along with it. The fungi, which is the
staple of a nematode diet, rapidly colo-
nizes the wood of a dying tree.

Unfortunately there is no effec-
tive treatment for pine wilt disease.
Once a tree is infected and the cycle

has begun, it is too late to save the tree.
To slow the spread of the disease it is
important to remove and destroy the
infected trees.

Approximately 98% -of the sick
conifer tree calls that come in to the
District Forester’s office involve the
three species discussed in this article.
Unfortunately the reality is that there
is no easy solution to any of the prob-
lems associated with these species.
Treatment options have been found
to be marginally successful, and in the

P you

conserve water and care for your soil.
Visit your friends at Bodensteiner
Implement for more information.
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long term are not typically feasible.

The standard recommendation
forester will give is to replace the dy
ing or diseased trees with a more dis
ease resistant species. For conifers tha
list is relatively short, but does includ
Norway spruce, white pine, red pine
red cedar, and arborvitae.

Although the solutions are no
what you may have hoped for, hope
fully you now have an idea on what
killing your pine trees.

Cascade - 563-852-3203
Clermont - 563-423-5206
Cresco - 563-547-2152
Decorah - 563-382-2961
Dyersville - 563-875-2724
Elkader - 563-245-2470
Monticello - 319-465-3515
New Hampton - 641-394-3061
Waukon - 563-568-3463
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