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ihe 1946 ea. n a a banneT ye r or vis County in the 

produoti n · f corn and· hay . the aea on a ide 1 for oropa ther than the 

torrential rains that did untold damage in eroding · ~eur fielda . In apite o~ 

heav er i n 1 ••• lllOi&ture ·made it p s ibl e to pr-oduoe ne .f ~he l ar est 

c rt:l or pa ver recorded on u r bill l and. 1be ('J&t crop, ho ever waa not. ao 

nod being damaged aeri ua ly b,y the bllsht. l 
\ 

She heavy rains wi th their aerinus damage did,. ho e.er, aen e 

one purp ae in awakening ny pera tora .in this area tn the imp rtance of 

t rraci and c nt urin · • The bott 1 d a rm era 1 h s or pa were a l a 

in terms of contr l l i . 

diversi"n di'tchea and straight ning chann ls .. It is hoped that we have 

learned a less n that i l l not be f~"trg t ten fr these doWn• p ur.a and that 

- we will g ahead to devel op a s i l a pr r that 11 a · le to meet such 

aeascna w1 th le·a.s dame.ging reeu l .ta • 

'ibe year just closed has be n '& busy ne and we • aa 

~oomm1aa1 ners • have found it neceasary put in c na1de.rable time .and ,rrort 

i n turth ring the aims or ou.r program wh ich we n_ ider eaaential to the 

we l l - being t our county. the A planner and hia assistant have ft)u.nd 

their time well ·occupied ln taking care ·_ t the farm operat r•.a demal1031D 

cur newly orea_ted distri.ot. S·nme 140· era haft · ade appli cation thrf'ftlgh 

15 grnuna tor o mplete tann plana . 'TI '·u e. &J. fa plans have been · 

oompl eted by ur otfi:-_ .. #:. peraonne·l 1n a ddi ti n to h ura f>f teohnioal 

a istanoe that has been ·iven to perat or& with uno pleted plans . 
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'Soil Conaervati n 

lhring the . aeaa n a e 2000 acre ware o nt ured in · the 

r lli.ng acrea ·of th oounty. 1:trenty three mil f terracing h • been 

planned 1n our &J completed farm plAna i th 6 11ee of tbia number c atructed. 

on the oamplete·d plana.. • • 18. 4oo teet ot diwr•ion dltche& ere 

eontem.plated W1 th }000 tee alr tady de-..eloped. 

Paature lapro? nt ha been reo guiaed aa oae of" our leading · 

probl a .la thia area. Lut 7ear 60o aorea were improved • a atart in the 

direction f better pasture• ln ·thia li·wstock: ~ unty;. Alth~h br e ia 

rela~iv ly ne iD thi area .• '1t ia belleved t.o haw a great future a .nd 160 

acres ·ere eee4ed with alfalfa and ol~-ver· in the 1946 year.· ln the dewlop1ng 
• ' . J ' ~ \ 

I , l { t 

f e und Soil. C n~ervation 'practices. · belieft i:-t •ssential to take 

a vantages . f the ne legumea , and gra -s that prove practicable. 1h1a year we 

of 

our coopera~r'• fa11J18. 1he demonatrati n is lncated along the highway and 

we expect to make fUll uae of 1t the next fflff years . Cert1f1e.d br e eed 

• put out ith another cooperat r on a aeed oontraot baaie . Brome •••-4. 18 

nnw •o expenai ye an.d aoaro that it w u ... ld appear it ia going to li.Jni t the 

e d1 . r ... '- • t -· I~ 1. ·• -J;tu_ •. , t .. _. ... .... · 1~, ... 1 b • . • ag or "'U-8 ourr n y~r. ~ · o .u~Lprove wua • "u&" · Oil 17 

producing our ()'lin b.rcme •••d within tne c unty bou.ndt-iea . A _. variety 

fJt tillethy -..a aeeded 'laat fall that e hope will prove benefloal to the 

caun~~ It ia beliend that winter eenr or· pa ia one of the pr~jects thflt 

Will tit. into our Soil Couenatt.on prngram. Acree and aoree o£ our rttlling 

farm l-an4 haw been lett opea through the winter with dew.ata~ing reaulta. 

L& t iall e were able to put out a e watch and rye eeed which we bel1ew 

will prove ..-luable a.a cover cropa . 

-- '{ 
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.quar.ry proje.ot a :~ rted produoti,n in. Augu t . of thia 

year • and te date. w• have been Yery well dleaaed with the results . 1he 

quarry ia develop1fl& into one of the better- aouroee of r ck in thla part of 

IdWa. B-ot tnlly i .a there an abundaaoe of limestone bu~ the quality 1e ot 

exceptionally high gnde. Pfr· the t i rat time in years Um.estone ia aw.11able 

to thia .area in the am unta to take oare o.r- the d• nd. Not nl7 ia 1 t 

ava
1

1labl . to t - diatriot but to adjoining counties in need of agricultural 

li e and road rook . La•t year there as appr·oximately 4o. ooo tona o£ 

limestone ua-ed in llt.vi& County . a a.mouAt will be inoreaaed 

ma ter1ally hen 11mestnne beo e• .available th · ou hou t the year . Our tie-

up w1 tb . the dirt m vin o~ntactora has proved successful. 

.r rtunat-e 1n etting th - operat,r have -88 the-ir -. rk and- pricea 

J 
have prriv d to be satisfactory. ample w~rk to keep them busy 

ia m.aking p.oo.ds. drainage and ·other S~tll Conser'f'tltion werk r,r the ctning 

year . In •46 there were arnund 90 poQds built 1o the district; With hO\lra 

or ti toh1~~g anci ther -e neerw.tion • rk c . pl eted. 

Coulderable werk haa been done 1D the· dewl~pment o·t a 

d natrat1'0n plot n the edina type of soil . After o noei ving the idea 1n (')tlr 

d1atr1ot, adj i .ning _e U»ties have ente ed into the proje·ot and we are n iW an 

- . ( 
organi&e4 gr~up . P. • Spilman ·of _e~W diatr1ot haa been named chairman nf the 

4- oounty affair which 1noluclea Davia. Van Buren. Appanooae and .ayne oount1u. 
' -

~- • li~:d the coop .ration of the State Experimental . 

in the developn-en t ot 

.., ... · .. --
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~ 
a plot of la.nd,a der . p-tinn end 1 t is hoped that 

n be 1n a poai ti n to r-ai1e funds t() c plete the con t~ot. 

A prellm1naey aurvey ba-s been ocmpleted on the Soap Creek 

Draiaage project and we. a:re now · a1t1ng a re-p rt tr the Reg1 nal Ottioe . 

Land nera in th-is drain e d1atriot hav~- ahmm interest in working Mat 

a a lut1 n t their probl o£ controlling f'lnod_ watera . 'lh• opera~r• on 

Chequeat haw met w1 th th~1Ceeuaiaal~-rs ~ th the po:eaib1li ty &t their 

organi ~ing and mald _: a -r rmal a.pplloa ti n fer aasi tanoe . tn surveying 

their Creek problen. Fox w ,r bott land as fleoded thia yea-r ff')r the 

first time- ainoe it was dredged a e 30 yeara. a t'h Land own re along the . . 
riwr ha e c . .. t~ the realization that 8 ' e clearing and pna ibly 8 - e 

addi tinn 1 dred ing--will ha. · tf) · n to pr ven _ fur--ther ag • 1hey 

peti ti~ned the county board r r aasistanc in turn have m-ad inquiry 

t the S~il Conservati n Qffice relat1 to a survey-. Soil Conaerwtion 

engineers have made -a or aa..:.aeotl~n. survey and a report baa been ad to 

the County B rd • 

" 

Dle Solla Dietr,io't baa eajoyed exeollent cooperation fr c the 

Agrioult\lt-al .&genoiu and ~th r organi.zati na in the o unty . 1b AAA. tension 

Serno•• the IRA-. and the Far Bureau ha_Ye been fai ·thf\11 in their suppo·rt 

f)f Mar district. !hey ha'te taken aotin part in the cmun1a•1oner meeting• and 

ill g•neral. have wpported the deyelopnent ·t our pr grBih Civic gfi'upa hav. 

al&t'Ji be n o ope-.ra~w &Dd helpf\1.1 in every way i.t baa b•en p asibl f"nr them 

to do ·a • lhe Cha.mbel* ot C erce, R ta:ry. Churohea and aahoola aa ell aa 
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other local rganiza i ns ae m to have ole r c. ne . ti · n f t h inpnrtanc 

er in&trume tal in the suocea tul establisbnent t)Ur quarr • '!hey greed 

to purohase ·n aaou.n . f roadr· ek req ired by ur contrae r pri r to 

s x~ ting prnduc.tion ~ ey ve exceeded their original aontrao~ an the onanv 

1a benefiting f'r improved roe. $ • The board h a e,ls ~.en cooperative iD 

the drainag · di. riet pr bl s t ich lave ri l'l in the oaat ye. r . The 

County Supertendent f chools has cooperated 1n di tributing 11 te ature 

the rural • ·eh ol& of the .orunty . aching Soil Conservation iu th 

rural school will be a • r important a.c or in th , p·r gram ttf y ara t 

oome . nte o fice perannn·el al ng with · rm Seouri . has t.ken &n aot1w. 

p rt i te ching· Soil C n. ernt on t tn .r. a· o eo unty w .... th 

encoura ing results . 

est blished i tse.lt a an impnr tant part the c · unity 11 £e . F!l" m opera tore. 

have taken ad nt..ge of th aeaia tanoe our cr ardcat1nn -offe.ra them and i t 

la. apparent that new groups . can and will b orgal\i .z,ed. a we are reat\f to 

aasi t them. During the year juat olos d. ae•en demonstrallie~~~~ were hel d 

With 125 in attendance . Flfteea planning g.r up meetin a ere held wi th 

75 taking part. 

o dnubt • . ther takb ldll develop during the year 
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in addition t n the foll ~ings 

1. Completi n of the or a i ze.ti "n f the experimental plot. 

2. To o ordinat e all the ~gricultural agencies in an &11-out drive on 

contouring. 

3· To have lime and roadrock available in ample amounts to meet the 

demand for the next 12 months. 

• 4. To carry out a complete oounty•wide program with our dirt contractors. 

5· To completeJ 

a. 51~ f a rm plans 

11 demonst ration• 

o. 1 t , ur 

d. ll news stories 
~ ~ 

'' ibe t'irst electi on of .-r diGtriot was held early in 
4 

Bovember. 1he polls were open t() the · o unty land owners during the day with 

P. w. ~pilman of Liok Creek Township being re-elected for a 6-year term. 

Jhring the evening, Dr. Browning, Prnjeot Supervisor of t he Research Division 

of the Iowa State College and the Soil Conservat ion Service gave an interesting 

talk and accompanying slides on t he Clarinda Experimental 

~ pen- tn farmers nf the c Unty with-ref'res~ta being ~ __ _ 

In order to keep farm leaders p~ ed on ~ ·-progress of the 
' ' , / ----

diatriot al~ng wi th expressing our appreoi ~ on ~~ t heir asai tanoe in the - /' 

or gani za ti nn, s nme 50 Da. vis Co uri ty treated to a steak dinner on Oct. 

24th by the district. A c_omplete revie was made by the c()IIliili-ssi onera on the 

work aoonmplished up t n dat e. Mo.rris Heath of the Sta·t e College gave an enl1 0 hte-a­

ing talk al,n t?; wi h colored slides nn the gras·ses and pasture impr vement program ) 

being carried on throughout the state. ,/ 
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Hot only have our enn ra·ot on lim~ nd dirt m ving. been 

valuabl t the county • but they ha•e ala been a a uroe of revenue t r o-ur 

di ·trict. ihe f"1nane1al report for the 1946 year ie aa follo a l 

I ·~ Et 

Agrioultur 1 li e ne 
Itoad ok 

oad o-ek 
E rth Moving oon tr-act 

XPEl s .s 

16. 718 
4,917 

10,449 

Roy lty oa Agricultura l lin:te and 
~ ~o•d rook 

p s ta and '-'l;reptttf{(,&~t!f 

.o6 

.o6 
~ 65 

dver·t1e1ng in di•triot wo~k: ( dirt) 
ecretary Bond 

Lime teats 
Dinaer for o _unty rker 
it a oz ai ~t~ eeatra.G" fee• 

. --51iW ' 120· • 

lt/Jf~ 

26:~6 
14.80,. 
2.50 
3·75 

62 .. 8, 
~ 

Balance n hand, Jaauary 1, 1947 • • • • · .. • • •- • • • • • • • 

. e want t take this O-pportunity to poomend the f'.ann p l anner. Leland .• 

McCo.rd and his associate , Dtri ht Gates . e are also rate fu l ~ r the 

a aiatance of Gerald Schroeder and Parks Forrester. Dietriot Conservationists . 


