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New State Clerk, Belinda Greene

The Mills County Soil and Water Conservation District would like to introduce our State Clerk. Her name in Belinda Greene,
and she lives in Malvern. Her husband is Jeff Greene. They have two children, Scott and Mary Ellen. Scott is a 2nd grader and
attends Chantry Elementary. Mary Ellen will start kindergarten in the fall. Belinda is a talented artist and enjoys gardening and
reading, plus being with her family.

Belinda attended lowa Western Community College and was employed at Unitog before coming to the Soil and Water
Conservation District. We are glad to have her smiling face in our office. I'm sure she would enjoy meeting any of you if you stop
by the office.

Front: Linda Seipold, Soil Conservation Technician; Belinda Greene, District Secretary
Back: Bonnie Pierce, Soil Conservation Technician; Rich Maaske, State Technician; Dick Stille, District Conservationist

Dick Stille, District Conservationist

It seems like everything in the world is changing these days. One of the changes you've noticed is the name of our agency.
For nearly 60 years we were the Soil Conservation Service, but now the agency is the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
It's the same agency, same people. Our mission of the agency has changed, too. Now we are concerned with all natural

resources, not just soil.

Another change is to reemphasize our efforts in information and education programs. The objective is to reach and serve a
broader part of the public, beyond landowners and operators. This expanded report is an example of that effort. Another
example is the planning done to establish outdoor classrooms at both Malvern schools. A regular newsletter combining efforts of
the Mills County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and area agencies is also “in the works”.

One thing not changing in the widespread dedication to natural resource conservation in Mills County is the fine conserva-
tion ethic in our county. This was evident back in 1941 when the Mills County SWCD was organized by people like Sy Wearin.
Other evidence includes Mule Creek Watershed, one of the first PL-566 watersheds organized in the nation and the first to begin
construction. The PL-566 watershed program remains active today in Mills County.

The dedication to natural resource conservation in Mills County is carried on today by people like Albert Washburn. He has
served Mills County SWCD continuously for 38 years and continues as an Assistant Commissioner today.

So even though we see lots of changes like agency names, support and dedication to natural resource conservation contin-
ues unchanged in Mills County.



Paul Hathaway
Chairman
1978 to Present
Paul has been a commissioner for 17
years. He represents Glenwood Township

and is contracting officer for Waubonsie
Creek Watershed.

District

Commissioners
1995

John Jennings

Commissioner
1986 to Present
John represents Deer Creek Township.
He has been a commissioner for 9 years.

Lynn Goos

Vice-Chairman
1984 to Present
Lynn has been a
commissioner for 11 years.
He represents Ingraham Township

Ruth Stevens

Commissioner
1995 to Present
Ruth is our newest commissioner. She
was elected in 1995. She retired in 1992
after being District Clerk for 25 years.
She represents Silver Creek Township.

Steve Roenfeldt

Commissioner

1980 to Present
Steve has been a commissioner for 15 years.
He represents Center Township.

Albert Washburn

Ass’t. Commissioner
1957 to 1995
Albert served 38 years as a commissioner
retiring in 1995. He stayed on as an
assistant Commissioner. Albert resides
in Indian Creek Township.

Steve McGrew

Ass’t. Commissioner
1987 to Present
Steve has been an Assistant
for 8 years. He lives in Deer Creek
Township.

Dear Friends of Conservation:

The Mills County Soil and Water Conservation District needs your continued support. For the past 54 years the district has been
helping you and your neighbors conserve two very valuable resources, our soil and water. Your donated dollars are used for a
variety of projects, including the district newsletter, conservation education material for schools, fair booth activities and schol-
arships.

The District is our own local government, set up under state law. Landowners voted it into existence and a governing board of
your friends and neighbors manage it. Our names are listed below. The Commissioners serve without salary and are glad to do
this, to see the results of conservation making our community a much better place to live.

Your tax deductible contribution will be more than welcome. It will continue to promote conservation of soil and water in your
community. Please make your check payable to the Mills County Soil and Water Conservation District and enclose it in the self-

addressed envelope or bring it by our office.

Thank you for your help in protecting the future.

Paul Hathaway, Chairman Ruth Stevens
Lynn Goos, V-Chairman Stephen McGrew, Assistant
Steve Roenfeldt Albert Washburn, Assistant

John Jennings



Mills County SWCD
Scholarship Program

This year, the Mills County District Commis-
sioners were pleased to offer a scholarship pro-
gram for area students. To be eligible, applicants
must reside in-Mills County and make applica-
tion to the district by February 1st of their senior
year. Selections will be made prior to gradua-
tion. Students must be enrolled full time. Awards

of $250 will be paid directly to the student upon
completion of the first semester of college or vo-
cational school. We are looking for applicants
who show community involvement as well as
school activities and organizations. Applications
are available through the school guidance coun-
selor or the local district office.

1995 Higher Education
Scholarship Recipients

Clint Roenfeldt, son of Steve and Tamara Roenfeldt of rural

Clint Roenfeldt

Glenwood was a recipient of the Mills county Soil and Water Con-
servation District scholarship. Clint graduated from Glenwood Com-
munity School in 1995 with high honors. He was active in sports
and organizations besides working and helping out on the family
farm. He is presently attending Simpson College where he is pursing
a career in accounting and finance. He hopes to carry his back-
ground over to the business world where he can help companies
make moral and compassionate decisions regarding expansion, in-
vestments and long term goals. We wish him well in his endeavors.
Congratulations!




Jeffrey Wyant

Jeffrey Wyant, son of Roger and Suzanne Wyant of rural Malvern is a 1995
graduate of Fremont Mills School. Jeff is a resident of Mills County where his parents
are actively engaged in farming. Besides helping out on the farm, Jeff was active in
sports and organizations in school and carried an impressive grade point. dJeff is
currently attending the University of Northern lowa in accounting and finance. Jeff is
concerned about the rate that we’re using up our natural resources and the loss and
contamination of top soil vital to the future of the farming industry. We encourage Jeff
to educate himself in the conservation and preservation of all natural resources. Best
of Luck!

Jill Bergantzal

dJill Bergantzel, of rural Henderson was our third scholarship winner. Jill is the
daughter of Roger and Harriet Bergantzel. She was active in school organizations
at Nishna Valley and also in the Ambitious Andies 4-H Club. The University of
Northern lowa is the college Jill chose, where she is presently enrolled in the school
of accounting. Jill says education is the first step in reducing the waste of our
natural resources and then development of new sources of energy. We wish her
luck!

Lisa Tackett

Lisa Tackett, daughter of Wayne and Patricia Tackett of rural Glenwood, gradu-
ated from Glenwood High School with a perfect 4.0 grade average. She was ex-
tremely active in 4-H and her church while participating in many music and band
activities as well as honor society and speech contests. Lisa was vital to the family
farm, assisting with the beef herd, haying and a large garden. She believes the ex-
pansion of cities, sometimes in unsuitable areas, should be a cause of great concern.
Future generations must wisely plan for the use of our land; providing for homes and
factories, caring for land in food and crop production and maintaining areas for
wildlife. Alternative energy sources must also be made more attractive to the general
public. Lisa is enrolled at the University of Northern Iowa in music education. We are
proud to have her representing Mills County. We will be watching for good things in
her future!




District Activities

June 1994

On June 30th, Mills County, in conjunction with East Pottawattamie, held a No-
Till tour. Farms viewed in Mills County were McGrew Farms and the Emma Brammier
farm operated by Robert Hicks. The tour participants traveled on to East Pottawattamie
and ended at the Ed Keast farm for a catered barbecue.

July1994

Commissioners and staff manned a booth at the Mills County Fair during July 23-
27. Displays were sei up and prizes given away included a hand level, contour gauge,
Trees for Conservation book and a residue measuring kit.

August 1994

The District honored Herman Stortenbecker as “Farmer of the Year”. A special
sign was presented for his homestead. Herman was also honored by the Lions Club of
Glenwood.

The fall terrace layout was one of the busiest seasons ever for Mills County. Over
330,000 feet of terraces were laid out and only seven jobs carried over until spring.

December 1994
On December 6, one of the snowiest days of winter, Mills County SWCD held a
_ Farmer Appreciation Day. The commissioners selected 100 outstanding conservation
farmers in Mills County to receive a pewter ornament and other “thank you” items.
Coffee and rolls were served. The office staff set up a Christmas tree with all the names
of recipients and some of the ornaments to be displayed at the local “Festival of Trees”
and in the office through the season.

January 1995

In January, a dinner and open house were held for Albert Washburn. Albert re-
tired after 37 years of service as commissioner including 25 as chairman. He will
continue to serve as an assistant commissioner. Replacing him is Ruth Stevens, former
state clerk for 25 years. Our quality review was conducted by Ed Marshall from the
area office.

February 1995

A lady landowners and partners meeting was held with approximately 30 in at-
tendance. Presenters were representatives from CFSA, NRCS, Extension and a farm
manager. The meeting was highly successful. The commissioners implemented a brand
new outreach program by offering scholarships to area seniors. Four students were
selected to receive scholarships in the amount of $250. Those students are Lisa Tackett
and Clint Roenfeldt from Glenwood School, Jeffrey Wyant of Fremont Mills and Jill
Bergantzel of Nishna Valley. Congratulations to all!

March 1995

Annual contractors meeting held with a noon lunch served. Cost share programs,
technical information, utilities and sexual harassment policies were on the agenda.
There were 40 in attendance.

REVOLVING FUND
Balance on Hand June 30, 1994 $878.24

INCOME/DEPOSITS

Donations $1,707.64
BPA Copier Reimbursement 1,260.00
Watersheds 183,619.27
From Money Market Fund 4,225.00
1-M Reimbursement 2,113.47
USDA-NRCS (Sales Tax Refund) 4.496.17
Cooperative Agreement 4, 596.00

TOTAL 202, 017.55
EXPENSES

Postage 1,200.68
Dues 1,049.00
Offices Supplies & Expense 1,868.65
Subscriptions 71.00
Copier 3,904.95
Negus Sweenie 24,097.27
S & S Construction 17,584.88
James J. Manno Construction 141,937.12
Insurance 112.00
Payroll 1,777.12
Meeting Expenses 278.76
Education & Gifts 387.86
Misc. & Machine Repair 969.04
USDA-NRCS (Sales Tax Refund) 4,496.17
TOTAL EXPENSES 199,734.50
Balance on Hand

December 31, 1995 3,161.29
MONEY MARKET

Balance on Hand June 30, 1994 31,123.99
Interest & Deposits 1,971.36
Withdraws 24,225.00

Balance on Hand June 30, 1995 8,870.35

Invested in 4 - $5,000.00 CD’s

Financial Report

REAP BUDGET 95

Total Allocation $6,266.00
Total Spent -0-
Recalled by State 6,266.00
Balance on Hand 12-31-95 -0-
REAP BUDGET 96

Total Allocation $11,538.00
Total Obligated 700.00
Total Spent 8,290.36
Balance on Hand 12-31-95 2,547 .64

2 terrace systems for a total of 12,600 feet, result-
ing in 57 tons of soil saved on 57 acres.

III-M BUDGET 94-95

Total Allocation $101,258.00
Total Spent 98,095.74
Total Obligated 1,292.50
Recalled by State 301.76
Balance on Hand 12-31-95 1,568.00

41 terrace systems for a total of 230,045 feet,
resulting in 1,315 tons of soil saved on 1,085.50
acres.

III-M BUDGET 95-96

Total Allocation $135, 868.00
Total Spent 58,378.95
Total Obligated 71,500.20
Balance on Hand 12-31-95 5,988.85

25 terrace systems for a total of 108,475 feet,
resulting in 755 tons of soil saved on 479 acres.

RC&D

Balance on Hand June 30, 1994 260.00
ToRC&D $2,400.00

Salaries 2,027.40

RC & D Expense 2,542.20

Balance on Hand Dec. 31, 1995 $118.27

REAP Funding Available

April 1995

A four county technician meeting was held in Malvern in order to standardize
delivery of services across county lines. Technicians from Fremont, Page, Montgom-
ery and Mills attended. The late spring made for a late spring layout season. Thirty-
three status reviews were completed.

June 1995
The entire staff attended a two day camp out at Aldersgate. This involved the
entire area of twenty-one counties.

July 1995

District Conservationist, Dick Stille, attended two days of wetland training at Ames.
Our fair booth theme was “Celebrate the Land” designed to emphasize the huge
conservation effort of the past 10 years. A live Colorado Blue Spruce, a child’s T-shirt
and an adult T-shirt were some of the door prizes. J.F. (Sy) Wearin was presented the
“Conservation Farmer of the Year Award”.

August 1995

The National Soil and Water Conservation Society Meeting was held in Des Moines
this year. Bonnie Pierce and Linda Seipold attended for two days serving as Emer-
gency Medical Technicians. Rich Maaske attended two weeks of training in Total Qual-
ity Management to become an area facilitator.

September 1995

All technicians attended an area technician’s meeting in Council Bluffs to aid in
uniformity of terrace layout in the area. Dick Stille and Belinda Greene attended a sub
area meeting in Atlantic. Technicians assisted the Malvern High School with plans to
revamp the mowed campus including establishing natural areas and promoting conser-
vation education.

October 1995

Work begins on “Project Renaissance” at the Glenwood State Hospital School.
This project’s long range plan is to bring all the ground under school supervision into
a managed care program to minimize maintenance, conserve soil and reestablish natu-
ral areas. October was extremely busy with terracing as the weather cooperated with
construction. Repair work started last July was finished on four structure sites in the
Waubonsie Creek Watershed.

November 1995
FOCS training for the entire staff. This is brand new software system for the
computer that makes all offices across the country uniform.

December 1995

Cost share rules were reviewed and several changes were made. These include
cost sharing on topsoil and summer cost share raised to 60% to encourage more
participation in that program.

Mills County Soil and Water Conservation District applied for special project funding under the Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Act. The special project is the area that drains onto the Wabash Trace Nature Trail. The purpose is to treat the area with
terraces to reduce runoff and erosion. This is a large drainage area covering about 32,000 acres in Mills County.

All regular cost share program rules will apply to this sign up. Please come in and check the map of the Trace Watershed Area. The area covered is not only land adjacent to the trail but a large section of Silver Creek Northeast to Malvern extending into Indian Creek
and Anderson Townships. There is also a large part of Deer Creek included in the Watershed.

Remember to stop in to the Mills County Soil and Water Conservation Office and check into special funding available. Sign up will be taken anytime.



The Following Sponsors

Have Made This Report to the
Farmers of Mills County Possible

Robert Mattes Construction
Route 2 Box 189
Shenandoah, Iowa 51601

Whitehead Farms Construction
Route 1 Box 158
Sidney, lowa 51652

Gary Dunsdon
P.O. Box 402
Tabor, Iowa 51652
Don Baggs
601 Center Street
CONTRACTORS Tabor, Iowa 51653
Curt Cashatt
Route 3 Box 486 Brown Construction
Glenwood, lowa 51534 Bud Brown
Box 38
Cashatt Construction Inc. Henderson, lowa 51541
Roger and Gloria Cashatt
Route 3 Box 15-1 Max Stewart
Glenwood, lowa 51534 Route 3 Box 112C

Glenwood, Iowa 51534
McGrew Farms
Route 1
Emerson, Iowa 51533

—————

Rieken Constructi T ——
=, E \
ieken Construction : . W G ——=

=

Leo Rieken
Henderson, Iowa 51541

Welsch Excavating
607 Skyline Drive
Red Oak, Iowa 51566

Lewis Mather and Sons
Hwy 2
Shenandoah, lowa 51601




BUSINESSES

Morgal Oil Company
RR 1 Box 1A
Malvern, Iowa 51551

J & N Fertilizer
306 West 6th
Malvern, Iowa 51551

Glenwood Farm Equipment
209 Coolidge
Glenwood, Iowa 51534

Vinton Fertilizer & Equipment, Inc.

RR 1
Pacific Junction, Iowa 51561

Dinklage Oil Company, Inc.
Box 176
Malvern, Iowa 51551

Emerson Farm Supply Co.
600 Morton Ave
Emerson, Iowa 51533

Agriland FS
500 West 5th
Malvern, lowa 51551

Farm Bureau Insurance
Doug Burchett, Agent
107 West 4th
Malvern, Iowa 51551

Roenfeld Welding
Richard Roenfeld
Silver City, lowa 51571

Farm Service Co.
P.O. Box 38
Silver City, lowa 51571

Mills County Farm Bureau
107 West 4th
Malvern, lowa 51551

Lincoln Farm & Home Service
515 Sharp
Glenwood, Iowa 51534

Jones Welding
204 South Main Street
Malvern, Iowa 51551

BANKS

Malvern Trust & Savings Bank
404 Main Street
Malvern, Iowa 51551

Emerson State Bank
P.O. Box 320
Emerson, Iowa 51533

Glenwood State Bank

32 North Walnut Street
Glenwood, Iowa 51534

Thank You

to These Sponsors



— The Challenge of Water Quality Protection ——

Jim Gulliford, Director
Division of Soil Conservation

Congratulations on another fine year of soil and water conservation program achievements in Mills County. In reviewing the list
of accomplishments for the year, it is obvious that land owners share a commitment for protection of their soil and water
resources, with commissioners and staff of the district who are working to assist them in their efforts.

Historically, soil and water conservation districts across the state worked with farmers to install structures and management
practices for their land to protect their soil from erosion. In doing that, we knew that improvements in water quality were
occurring, but the principal objective was soil resource protection. However, over the last seven years, districts have been
broadening their assistance to farmers to include more practices and management aimed at providing off-site protection of water
quality. Water quality protection has become an equally important objective for farmers and districts.

Many of our districts have had remarkable success in the area of water quality protection, and Mills SWCD can be counted as one
of the best. The record is clear. The district is providing more assistance than ever before, and increasing the diversity of its

program assistance to farmers.

The Mills SWCD has been actively involved in the Waubonsie Creek Watershed project. This project demonstrates the commit-
ment of farmers to profitable agriculture and a quality environment, while protecting the infrastructure of much of Mills County

as well.

Good News in Conservation in Iowa

Leroy Brown, State Conservationist,
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

More progress has been made in resource conservation in lowa recently than at any other time in history. That shows that
[owans are proud of their land and are committed to conservation. Each day, the conservation efforts of farmers are more

evident.

There are more trees, more wildlife habitat, more wetlands, more land protected with conservation tillage practices, more grass,
more land protected with a variety of conservation measures - in general more natural resource care in lowa than at any time in
recent history. The progress that has been made has truly been at a record pace. Lester Brown of the World Watch Institute has
said that the reduction of soil erosion may well be the most dramatic success story of this decade.

Soil erosion in Iowa has been cut 35 percent recently, the state’s farmers lead the nation in many aspects of wetlands restoration,
and there are many, many examples of conservation progress by farmers in the state.

Now there’s an opportunity to help private landowners make the 53,000 acres of cropland scheduled to be restored to wetlands
through the USDA's Wetlands Reserve Program and the Emergency Wetlands Reserve Program the best they can be for wildlife,
personal enjoyment, education and other purposes. The Natural Resources Conservation Service hopes to team up with
environmental organizations, schools, civic organizations, agricultural organizations and others interested in bringing wetlands
back to Iowa. Outside groups will be asked to “adopt” a wetland and put practices on it that will attract wildlife, songbirds,
waterfowl, frogs, turtles and other animals. The activity could also increase educational opportunities for schools, or just beautify
the area with wildflowers, trees and shrubs.

NRCS is looking forward to next year. Yes, there will be some challenges ‘as a new Farm Bill will be passed, but the natural
resources in lowa continue to improve and as more people get involved in conservation efforts, as conservation work on the land
continues to build, it will be increasingly evident that the conservation ethic is alive and well in lowa.
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State Cost

Share Terraces

Adkins, John

Agnes Ambrose Estate
Alberts, Lawrence
Asmussen, Geraldine
Barber, William
Bentley, Margaret
Blackburn, Bruce
Blackman, Everett
BMR Farms

Bolton, Monty
Bowen, Ruth
Bryant, Bernard
Charlotte Evans Trust
Cherko, Oleg

Cool, Pauline

Dean, John
Deitchler, Mark
Dickersbach, Opal
Didericksen, Terrill
Dunsdon, Donald
Eledge, Mayfred
Evans, Arnold
Francis Hibbing Estate
Glynn Farms
Grindle, Rod
Grisamore, Joseph
Hammers Trust
Harmon, Richard
Harmon, Roger
Harrington, Larry
Henderson, Alva
Hopp, David

Hopp, Ed

JMB Farms

J & S Partnership
Kahl, Duane

Keith, Wayne

Kelley, James
Kissler, Norma
Knop, Everett
Kruse, Harold
Kruse, Jeff

Lakin, Charles
Longview Acres
Louis Hacker Estate
Louis Hacker Family Trust
Mabary, Rick

Marge Raynor Trust
Martin, Janet

Mass, Bill

Feet
3250
6400
4200
5150
6200
9650
2800
4300
5950
2300
5350
5400
6250

750
2450
6400
2800
4400
5300
1500

800
7250
6725
6400
2050
6900
1350
1400
2650
1300
4750
6800
8000

700
1450
6700
2300
6500
2650
4400
4300
2150
5700
4500
8700
1150
1650
2250
4850
3600

Matthews, Grace
McCollester, Cindy
Mickelson, Richard
Miller, Daniel

MJL Farms

Morgal, Ronald
Neilson, Patricia
Paul, Harry

Paul, Jane
Peterson, Sandra
Pulk/Rasmussen
Rasmussen, Elizabeth
Reed, LB

Richards, Paul
Richter, Marvin
Roenfeldt, Danny
Roenfeldt, Dorothy
Roenfeldt, Steve
Russell, Helen
Scherle, John
Schoening, Elizabeth
Schoening, Leroy
Sell, Elaine

Sell, Marlin

Sieck, Roger
Skerrit, Harold
Stephens, Chris
Stephens, Gary
Stewart, Lyle
Stinard Farms Inc.
Stortenbecker, Herman
Tackett, Orville
Taenzler, Mary
Timmons, Glenn
Thomas, Dorothea
Thompson, Donald
Three R Farms
Vincentini, Jerry
Wederquist, Ernest
Western Hills Ranch
Williams, Jim
Williams, Sheldon
Woodfill, Bernice
Woodfill, Jared
Woodfill, Roger
Wortman, Merritt
Wiright, Bill

Young, Roger

Cost Share Terraces

3650
3450
4700
2500
5100
6400
5700
7800
6750
5000
6250

750
3550
5850
3300
2900
4500
6750
2600
4900
6700
2450
4300
5300
5850
3050
6450
5675
5150
7050
6200
5700
2050
4050
6900
3800
1700
5600
8750
7850
6350
1500
5850
7400
6850
4000
3650
2150

REAP Cost
Share Terraces
CMB Farms 3450
Costello, Charles 3850
D & M Maddocks 6300
Deitchler, John Windbreak
Deitchler, Mark 5850
Doyle, Gladys 5450
JMB Farms 6300
Markel, Harry 2575
Mintle/Schneckloth 6900
Paul, James . 3650
Schmidt, Mabel ‘ 2850
Thomas, Dorothea 4650
Woodfill, Bernice 5700
Woodfill, Jared 2800

Federal Cost
Share Terraces

Deitchler, LaVerne 6550
Eastwood, Hettie 2350
Goodman, David 1850
Hascall, Edwin 5950
Hulse, Leroy 6100
Knop, Glen 250
Kruse, Jeff 5400
Miller, Creighton 4900
Miller, Roger 4000
Prazan, Jeffrey 2800
Rogers, Fern 2800
Schoening, Gregg 4450
Sell, Jeff 1400
Sowers Farms 2800
Non-Share
Johnson, Morris 5700
Louis Hacker Estate 6200
Vohs, Chris 3850
Bufferstrips
Crouch, Kenneth 15000
Deitchler, LaVerne 7050
Heir, Shaw 4350
Jennings, John 1500
Laughlin, Mike 1400
Louis Hacker Estate 3200
Malskeit, Kenneth 2250
Volz, Ray 2650
Williams, Sheldon 7650
Zehr, Nancy 5350



—Sy Wearin, Conservationist of the Year ——

SEATED J. F. (Sy) Wearin Jr.
LEFT Linda Seipold, Natural Resources Conservation Service
Jim Ebmeier Chamber of Commerce president

MILLS COUNTY SOIL & WATER

CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Box 190
Malvern, Iowa 51551-0190

The commissioners of Mills County Soil and
Water Conservation District are proud to name J.F.
(Sy) Wearin as Conservationist of the Year. In 1941,
Sy was elected as one of the first three district com-
missioners in the newly formed district. He served
from 1941 to 1957. During his term, the commis-
sioners sponsored the First Annual Plow Terrace
Contest in 1942. In 1946, they hosted the National
Plow Contest with over 20,000 people in atten-
dance. Sy realized that the first job had to be educa-
tion and nothing was better than seeing conserva-
tion on the land. The first terraces on his farm were
constructed over 50 years ago with a plow and are
still effective today. Since that time, he has added
thousands of feet of terraces, waterways, crop rota-
tion and residue management to give his farming
operation a total resource system. As a result of Sy’s
efforts and commitment to soil conservation, Mills
County residents will benefit for generations to come.
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