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|to be a continuation of a monthly
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CONSERVATION
COMMENTS

This is the first of what we hope

Seil Conservation District report to
Iowa county residents.

Although most of our work is
with the farmers of Iowa county
we encourage rural and urban
people alike to take an active in-
terest in conservation. Not only
conservation of our soil and water
but of our total environment.

As many of you probably know,
there has been quite a shake up in
our office the last month. Charles
Shirley, the former district con-
servationist here, has been promot-

ton. Rick Cordes began duties here
March 23 replacing Mr. Shirley.
Mrs. Judy Carney, our secretary,
and her family has moved to North
English and has accepted a posi-
tion with Off, Elwood, and Elwood
lawyers. Mrs. Lennis Doehrmann
has been hired to replace her. If
you come in and see several new
faces, don’t leave, you're still in
the right office. :

Ken has been quite busy the last
few weeks with layout work. It

' seems when the fields dry out in |

the spring, we need about two
extra men to keep up. Luckily, we
have received some additional part
time help from John Gray. Several
waterways and diversions have
been shaped and several thousand

field work began. Some of the com-
pleted jobs include a total of 8950
| feet of diversion terrace on the
i farms of Bob Walker, Max Mark-
well, Wayne Kelly, David Van Dee,
Floyd Smith, Plank Estate, and
Charles Shirley. Hugh O’Meara and

built a pond on their farms. -

pleted on Fred Blythe, Walter

Boyd, William Brown, Mervin
! Knock, Harry Haack, and Marvin
! Meyer farms.

Arnold Weibert has completed
one acre of waterway this month.
Several others are in the process
of completion.

In the months to come, we will
be reporting to you more accomp-
i lishments in conservation.

[ Anyone who is interested in doing
some conservation work this year
is encouraged to contact the Soil
Conservation service as soon as

|on our schedule. :

As was mentioned earlier, this
| is our first or at least my first
monthly report. We entitled this
| months report ‘“Comments on Con-
servation.” If anyone has any
catchy ideas for a new title we
would appreciate hearing from you.

1

i I find the great thing in this
|world is not so much where we
| stand as in what directions we are

ed to a similar position at Hamp- |

feet of tile has been layed since |

James (Doc) Garringer have each |

22,679 feet of tile has been com- |

| possible so we can get your name

} moving.—Oliver Wendell Holmes.

1 eoll, Tom Spratt, and Liz Collier
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The Iowa County Farmer, Williamsburg, Iowa

COMMENTS

‘ GOOD news, as many of you
iknow, the Towa county lake water-

s

|
a
!
|

cost sharing on conservation prac-
tices to control erosion on the up- |
land and prevent siltation of the
lake. The practices eligible for
cost sharing include establishing !
permanent vegetative . cover, im-,
proving vegetative cover, farm:
ponds, livestock . watering pipe-
lines, waterways, terraces, and'
erosion control structures. This is
an excellent example of how the
| federal cost sharing program can
help not only the farm owners but
1e\i(eryone who enjoys the county
ake.

LAST month we told you about
all of the personnel changes that
| had taken place in our office. Well,
there will soon be another change.
Ken Christensen, our conserva-
tion technician, has resigned ef-
fective July 6. He plans to move
to Anita, Iowa and sell real estate.
We all hate to see Ken leave but
wish him good luck. As of yet
there is no one to replace him.

] e e

| THE Iowa County Soil Conserva-
tion district held their conserva-
tion Art contest May 27 at Parnell.

Jim Thys, Charlene Aurich, and
Becky Dietze were first, second
and third place winners on the
| high school level and Connie Dris-

were first, second and third place
winners on the elementary level.

CONSERVATION

;shed has been approved for 80% | ant, Mary Zuber, and Arthur Tib-
i ben. A total of 395 acres of con-

| office.

THINGS haven’t seemed quite
{ as busy as last month. Once plant-

|ing gets underway, our work seems |

| to slow down to some extent. This
'months completed jobs include 8
| acres of waterway shaping on the
|farms of Paul Rudin, Vincent
Driscoll, Stuart Blythe, Alfred Wy-

touring has been newly established
on several farms this month. Lynn
Popham has constructed 3,950 feet

of terraces on his farm. 8973 feet !

of tile has been reported com-
pleted on the Russell Kinsinger

and Bill Brown farms. Bill Keegan
and LeRoy Weiss have each con-]
structed a diversion terrace on!
their farms for a total of 4,900 feet. 1

|

EFFECTIVE July 1, cities and
towns will be included in soil con-
servation districts. The bill signed

by Gov. Robert Ray gives urban

property owners the chance to
vote in the election of the district
commissioners -who direct the
local soil conservation activities.
Urban residents may also serve
as commissioners with no more
than one ‘commissioner -elected !
per voting precinct. Until recently,
the election was restricted to
rural residents. This bill recog-
nizes erosion in housing develop-
ments, dlong streets and highways,
and other problem areas which
may need technical assistance
from the Soil Conservation Serv-
ice.

WHILE the farmer holds title to
the land, actually, it belongs to all
the people because civilization
itself rests on the soil.—Thomas
Jefferson.

Our congratulations go to these
winners. We ‘appreciate the time
and effort of the other students
who participated in the contest.
The winning entries are on display
{at the Soil Conservation Service '

Taly-1979__
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Register and Tribune Contest

Distriet winners of the Des .
Moines Register and Tribune con-
test were chosen by the distriet
commissioners this past month. ’
They are Kenneth Dawson, long
|time district cooperator; Jay Roller|
‘and Norman King, owner-tenant |
k‘division, and Robert Durr, new co- |
| operator.
Mrs. Ford., H-L-V. Stacy Howell,
| Amana, and Harold Bezoni, Wil- !
| liamsburg, were nominated for the
conservation teacher award. Har-

l

| old Bezoni was the county winner.

The winners will advance to the
regional contest where they will
[ again be judged. The regional
winners will then compete on the
state level.

Environmental Action Guide
A recent newsletter from the

-| National Association of Conserva- '

tion . districts gave suggestions
aimed at improving environmental
problems. Some  people are not,
aware of the services their loeal |
Soil Conservation district can pro-
vide. This is a list of a few sug-
gestions for action that 'your dis-
trict can provide assistance with:

1. If you own a farm, forest land,
or other large property, ask your
conservation district for a conser-
vation plan. There is no charge. If
you live in town and have conser-
vation problems on your lot, call
vour district for information on
how to solve them.

2. Become familiar with the re- |
source inventories prepared by !
vour conservation district such as/
the county soil survey, land capa- |
bilitv interpretations, conservation
needs inventory, district long-range |
plan, and watershed plans. Study
them in class and in community |
meetings. i

3. Ask your district to organize !
a tour covering local environ-

‘| mental problems and conservation |

progress for your P.T.A., service
club, school class, or other group. |
4. Schedule a program on conser- |

| vation and the environment at|

meetings of the organizations to |
which you belong. {

5. Make sure large public instal-
lations have conservation plans
and are using them. ~

6. Adopt a stream in cooperation
with the district and work to elimi-
nate pollution in the entire water-
shed.

7. Assist the conservation district
in sponsoring Soil Stewardship
Week each year. Booklets, church
programs, place mats, posters, and
other materials are available.

8. Study the problem of sediment
pollution in the district. Find out:
how soil eroded from suburban
construction areas, new highways,
building sites, and farm lands i¥
damaging water supplies. Encour-
age county and municipal govern-
ments to adopt sediment control

_|programs in cooperation with the

conservation district.

These are a few of the things we
can do to improve the communities
in which we live.

““When the soil is gone, men must
go, and the process does not take |

long.””—Theodore Roosevelt.
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YOUR Soil Conservation office is
once again fully staffed. Clem Me-
Bride from Poweshiek county
started work with us Aug. 3. Clem |
will be replacing Ken Christensen |
who left in July. Now that there are
two of us again, we hope to be able
to keep up with the farmers and !
contractors.

WORK has started at the Lake |
TIowa watershed. Wayne Meyer has |
completed 1,821 feet of tile inlet
terraces and Fred Bott has com-
pleted a farm pond. Lloyd Wiebold,
Larry and Clarence Davis and
Cecil Gorsh will start construction
soon.

HAROLD Sherman, chairman of
th_e Iowa County Soil Conservation
D_xstrict was chosen outstanding
district commissioner for Region 7.
Harold won over several other en-|
trants. Our congratulations go to
Harold.

PRESIDENT Nixon declared
July 19-25 as farm safety week.
Agriculture ranks second to the
construction industry in accidental
deaths. Most accidents are pre-
ventable. Review your family ac-
tivities at work, in the home, at
recreation, and on the highway. Be
constantly aware of the potential
dangers around you and your chil-
dren.

FALL is just around the cornerl
and the Sept. 15 deadline for water- |
ways shaped should contact the
‘Soil Conservation Service and a
contractor as soon as possible.

v
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DON’T forget the sept. 15 dead-
line on waterways. The tiling does
not have to be done at this time,
however, it is better if it can be.
We realize this pressures the con-
tractors and land owners at this
time-of year since there is such a
short time between oat harvest and
the 15th. The reason for setting
this deadline is to allow time for
seeding to become established be-
fore winter. Without adequate ve-
getation cover. On the waterways
the spring rains are very damag-
ing. g

BE watching the Wallaces Farm-
er magazine. There will be an ar-
ticle on Harold Sherman, chair-
man of our district commissioners,
as outstanding regional commis-
sioner in this area. I might men-
tion the names of our other com-
missioners of Iowa county at this
time. They are Dick Muchka,
Marengo; Fred White, Parnell;
Vernon Sandersfeld, Homestead;
and Don Eash, Parnell. David Mec-
Cartney, Millersburg and Carl Sel-
by, Parnell, are our assistant com-
missioners. If you have a problem
or would like information cnncern-
ing conservation, any one of these
men would be glad to help.

JULY 1 started a new year for
us with several farmers completing |
various practices over the county.
A total of 107,628 feet of tile has
been layed on various farms over
the county since July 1. 11.9 acres
of waterways have been shaped on
the farms of Rudy Schroeder, Den-
nis Berger, Don DeRyke, Robert
Walker, Dan Miller, Lon Jennings,
Edwin Koehn, Ronald Herdliska,
Art Von Ahsen, and Duane Sch-
warting. Charles’ Huber, Wayne
Meyer, and Charles: Shirley con-
structed 2,850 feet of diversion ter-
races on their farms. Fred Bott
and Mrs. G. O. Jones each built a
pond. Duane Schwarting also. in-
stalled a larger structure on his
farm.

SEVERAL others have complet-
ed work, however, we haven’t given
them the final check so -they have-
n’t been reported as completed.

“WE are all manufacturers,
. making goods, making trouble, or
‘making excuses.”

.| Iowa teachers cover the field of

sEeEe Ry
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THE Fall Workshop conference
for conservation education for
' elassroom teachers was at the 4H
camp near. Luther on Oct. 2 and 8.
The conference is held to help tea-
| chers’ present conservation in in-
teresting and meaningful ways to
| students at all age levels. There
were three teachers from Iowa
county who attended with the local
‘\Soil Conservation district paying
| the expenses at the conference.

y | S
|  THIS year’s theme was ‘““Resour-
| ces-Respect-Responsibility — Three
iMore R’s”. The training included
ideas on how to plan and conduct
| field trips, studies on pollution,
! plant ecology, geology with demon-
| strations and exhibits. Speakers
\ were Frank Miller, cartoonist for
Ethe Register and Tribune, the win-
| ner of the State Soil Conservation
. Speech contest, and Bob Russell of
gthe Iowa Izaack Walton league.

| CONSERVATION workbooks
were provided to each school in
the county that requested them.
| The district provided the county
schools wih 549 workbooks for each
sixth grade. The workbooks were
| written by the Palo Alto Conserva-
}tion Education committee from
' Palo Alto county as a tool to help

| conservaion in the classroom.

THE 24th annual conference of
the Iowa Soil Conservation district
commissioners was held in Water-
i loo on Sept. 13-15. About 500 com-
| missioners, district clerks, SCS per- |
| sonnel and other conservationists |
attended. Those attending from |

Iowa county were Mr. and Mrs.
David McCartney, Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Sherman, Mr. and Mrs.

Fred White, and Rick Cordes. Har-
old Sherman was presented an
award as outstanding district com-
missioner of Region 7. Harold also
accepted for the district a 25 year
i certificate.

|

“CHARACTER” is property—it
' is the noblest of possessions.”

. _§
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OCTOBER was a little slow in |
way of conservation accomplish- ‘
;,rnents. Several projects have been
- ready to go.but haven’t been start-
| ed due to the rainy weather. i

= Comments

| |THOSE who have completed
some major practices this month
include Dean Jacobs, farm pond; |
| Byron Goldthwaite, Chris Kelting
Estate, Ray Murphy, Fergus Flan- .
agan, LaVerne Wieskoph, Gilbert !
Von Ahsen, Hilbert Schwarting, !
Virgil Koehn, Leo Jacobi, Carl |
Lantz, Eugene McMenomy, James |
Welsh, Ralph Wagner, Milton °
Maack, and John Welsh have com-
pleted 18.7 acres of waterways;l
Gilbert Von Ahsen and F. E. L__yle i
have each installed an erosion
control structure. This makes a
total.of 9,077 feet of diversion ter-
!races, 5 farm ponds, 4 erosion
! control structures, 66.4 acres of
waterways, 1,821 feet of paral}ell
terraces, and 235,590 feet of tile |

since July 1. |

THE districts Award Banquet\
was held Oct. 21 to honor the Des
Moines Register and Tribune con-
servation winners of Iowa county.
Jay Roller and Norman King,
Kenneth Dawson, Robert Durr,
and Harold Bezoni each 1'ecei\.redi
a plaque for their outstanding |
work in conservation. Robert Durr
was also chosen Regional Winner
lin the new cooperator division. He
and his wife will be honored at
| the Regional Awards banquet in
' December.

|

IT has come to our attention
that many farm owners are pot |
aware of one of the services which |
we provide. This is a comservation
farm plan. This consists of sign-
ing a cooperative agreexpen_tw;tl}
‘the Soil Conservation District in-
'dicating a desire to conserve the
'soil and water on your farm. The
. plan contains areial photographs
of the farm with the recon}mend-
ed field division and cropping Sy-
| stems indicated. A soils map of the
' soil types and description of ea_ch
'soil and its capabilities is also in-
icluded. Along with the maps a|j
| conservation plan is written to set
| forth a logical sequence for the
| application of conservation prac-
tices. Upon completion of'the
plan, the land owner will rgtam a
copy for his files and one will also
be kept in the SCS office. Anyone
desiring a conservation p_lan or
more information concerning one
is encouraged to stop in the SCS

office.

THE highest reward for a 'man’s
toil is not what he gets for it, but
rather what he becomes by T \
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plan, and most important, is the
responsibility of the farmer. We
can spend hours developing a con-
servation plan but if it is not used
or developed it is a waste of time.

ing about your conservation plans

ed ‘as s oon as possible. A few PR Al ‘ :
g year. Maybe you'd
minutes spent doing this may elim- like to fill that ditch you’ve been

inate many costly hours needed to‘ o A
g around for the past sev- |
clear a clogged pipe. eral years, finally do a little con- |

Rl [770

CONSERVATION

COMMENTS

LAND owners who have applied
for government cost sharing for
1970 conservation practices should
start work on their projccts before
the end of the year. Any project
that has not been started by then
will be cancelled and a new appli-
ication will have to be made in:
19%1.

~ ALTHOUGH we prefer to see
spring plowing on hill ground we
realize that many farmers will be
plowing this fall if the weather
holds out. If you are planning on
fall plowing, contact the SCS for |
sassistance in laymg out contours
on strips. On a given rotation and
slope,
soil loss by one-half. Strip crop-

ping is twice as effective as con-

touring. With land prices as they
are, that’s money washing down
those slopes.

IOWA county farmers desiring
to stock their farm ponds with fish
should make their application
within the next couple months to
assure delivery this coming spring.
Channel cat and bass are the spe-
cies available. Application forms
are available at the Soil Conserva-
tion Service office.

WHEN"we get this close to the
end of the year, each month shows
a few less accomplishments than

the month before. Much of our ||

conservation work this month has

been in the way of starting the |
practices before Dec. 31 rather [

than with the intention of com-

pleting them. This months accom-

plishments include: Farm ponds:
Gerald Maas, Gingerich Brothers,
nd Lloyd Pilkington: 62,602 feet
of tile was installed; 6.1 acres of
waterways were completed ¢
Carroll Shaul, David Williams
Herb Miller, Franeis Lyle, and
Mervin Jack farms; 2.350 feet of

ed on Maurice Hartz, Blanche
Peterson and Leonard Dietrich
farms.

GOOD depends not on things but
on the use we madke of things.

'COMMENTS

CARING for a farm pond is
imuch like caring for the home. It
‘takes continual care and mainten-
| ance to keep a pond in top condi-
luon

RICHARD J. Cordes, district
conservationist, Iowa County Soil
Conservation district, says a pond
should be inspected frequently.

| SOME of the problems to look
ifor are wave action, erosion, live-
stock damage, rodent damage.
debris around the inlet, and unde- |
sirable tree growth. Prompt action
when-any of these hazards are no-
ticed may avoid costly major re-

contouring will decrease | pair later.

WAVE action and other erosion
around a pond can usually be con-
|trolled by vegetation such as
Reed’s canary grass if establish-
ed soon enough. If this type of
damage is not repaired quickly, a
more expensive remedy such as
ripa por rock fill is needed.

LIVESTOCK can severely dam-
| age the grass cover on an earth
| fill dam by overgrazing. Often, the
lush growth on the dam makes ex-
‘,cellent pasture and grazing helps
| control weed and tree growth if
parcticed in modeation. Mowing
the area around a pond also dis-
couages weeds and trees and pro-
. motes a dense sod. Periodic fertal-
ization will encourage a lush grass
cover around the pond.

THE roots of water-loving trees
{ can ¢ ause damage to structure
drainage systems and spillways.
All woody growth should be con-
trolled for a distance of 30 feet
from the toe of the fill or any of
the spillways.

ANY debris left near the spill- !
way after a rain should be remov- |

MUSKRATS can
ever muskrat activity

age them.

ance is needed, Cordes said, the
local Soil Conservation District
will be glad to give assistance.
Contact them early for work to be
done next year.

IOWA county land owners desir-
‘ing to plant any trees next spring
should make their order out by
February to assure delivery of the
‘species preferred.

THERE are various
species of evergreens and decidu-
lous trees available from the state
liorest nursery at Ames for a mini-
'mal cost.

A MINIMUM of 500 plants may
be ordered with a minimum of 250
plants per species. The exception
to this 1s black walnut with a
minimum of 50 and a maximum
of 1500 species.

A special wildlife packet is avail-
able which contains 250 plants in-
cluding 50 evergreens, 50 ninebark,
25 honeysuckle, 50 dogwood, 25
multiflora rose, and 50 other |
plants beneficial to wildlife. Illu-
strative suggestions for odd areas
and farm pond plantings will be

without meeting the 500 plant mini-
mum.

ORDER forms for the trees may
be obtained from the conservation
officer, Soil Conservation service
office, county extension director,
or the ASCS office.

new year.

diversion terraces were construct-

a

THIS 1s the time to start think-

i
|
i
{

WHATEVER type of mainten-

seedling |

furnished with each order. The
wildlife packet may be ordered |

WE are now starting a new year,
we hope everyone’ had a Merry
1 Christmas and will have a pleasant

Itouring you’ve been thinking about

emuse severe trymg, or construct some terraces
damage to the earth fill. When- to stop the silt that has been col-
is found,
steps should be taken to discour-

I lecting along your fence at the bot-
tom of the slope. Possibly you’d
like to provide water to the live-
stock by building a farm pond.
Whatever your needs or plans,
stop at your local Soil Conserva-
tion Service office for technical
advise or assistance.

MUCH of our time from now
until spring is concentrated on
developing conservation farm plans
with Iowa county farmers. This is
one of the services we provide

land owners in the county.
1

{

in our own back yard and ask,
““What can I do to conserve the
soil and water on my farm?” Did
you know that on a given soil type
with a 4% field slope 200 feet long

per acre? By contouring, it is re-
duced to 17.3 tons per acre and by

races are constructed the soil loss
is considered to be less than 1 ton
per acre. (These figures are bas-

type considered to have an allow-
able loss of 3-4 tons of soil per
acre per year.)

MANY people don’t realize how
much soil they are losing until
they have developed a conserva-
tion plan helping them to better
understand the needs and potential
of the soils on their farm.

THE objoctive of conservation
planning is the attainment of sound
soil, water, and plant use. The
conservation planning process is
ystematic decision making, based
pon a logical evaluation of the
Iternatives for land use and treat-

ent. It must involve a careful |

ALL of us believe in conserva-
tion or at least most of us; how-
ever, we sometimes forget to look

you will lose 34.6 tons of topsoil

strip cropping it is reduced to 8.6
tons per acre. When tile inlet ter-

THIS is meant to be your plan
and not ours. It is a long range
plan through which we hope the
farmer will ultimately have the
soil and water on his farm control-
led by accomplishing one thing
each year or as time and finances
| permit.

SPECIFIC discussion topics will
include analyses of the 1970 Iowa
crop seasons, conservation-related
legislative issues, conservation in
urban areas, and mass communica-
tions and agriculture.

THIS year’s short course wif
emphasize grass-land agriculture,
resource development, education
for resource conservation, and en-
vironmental concerns.

THE annual short course is an
educational program aimed at
helping soil conservation district
commissioners in their effort to
conserve the natural resources of
the state.

THE lowa soil conservation dis-
trict commissioners will hold their
26th annual short course on the
Iowa State wuniversity campus
\.Janualy 19 and 20.

‘ed on continuous follow and a soil '

|

inventory of the soil and water re- '

sources to -determine the best '
practices from a conservation and
economic viewpoint.

THE conservation plan will in-
‘clude a soils inventory and capa-
bility map. This includes all of the
soils on the farm and their recom-
mended use. An aerial photograph
of the farm with the field divi-
sions, field numbers and approxi-
mate acres in each is included.
Each field will have indicated the
proper land use.

HOW dq you get a conservation
,plan" First you sign a coopera-
itive agreement with the Soil Con-
servation District indicating your
desire to conserve the soil and wa-
ter on your farm. Then we order
the aerial photos of your farm.
When we receive the photographs,
we discuss with you your cropping
rotations, field boundaries and
planned conservation practices.
|This information is written up
along with any recommendations
we may have. When it is complet-
ed, a copy is given to the landown-
er and operator, if it is a rental
farm, and we keep a copy in our
files. If the plan is outdated in a
few years, it is then revised.

THE last step in developing a |
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ONE of the big national concerns
of agriculture today is environ-
mental quality or pollution control.
The total effort to clean up the en-
vironment may have convinced
you that something has to be done
at any cost. But did you ever think
that it might have some economic
benefits to you as an individual?

- Think about it a little, and you
probably will agree that the con-
servation minded farmer is often
the prosperous farmer, while the
‘man with less concern for the coun- |
tryside can be the man who is los-
ing money because he is wasting
and despoiling the land.

Here’s a list of farming practices
that will improve the environment
and at the same time lead to more
profitable farming. Let’s look at
the conservation and economic
value of each of them.

1. Prevent soil erosion on your
farm. The sheer physical loss of
soil in windstorms or hard rains
is well known. In the humid re-
gions of the United States some
soils have lost six inches of top-
soil in their first 100 years of crop-
ping. In the. ‘“dustbowl’” of the
30’s, whole farms blew away on the
strong dry winds.

The U.S. Soil Conservation serv-
ice waged an effective campaign
for erosion control in the 30's, 40’s
and 50’s, and many farmers healed
the scars.of erosion and were able
to again make a living from their
land.

Today, farmers are being told
that soil sedimentation is our
worst environmental problems in

FA°

the rural areas. Soil sediments are
the main carriers of phosphorus |
and nitrogen into surface waters. |
On gently sloping land with no con-
servation practices a pound of
phosphorus lost from every acre
i can pollute the surface water. The
best way to prevent this kind of
water contamination is to practice
good conservation methods.

Stop stream pollution through
better soil saving methods, and at
the same time you wil be doing
a better job of managing your
land.

2. Don’t spread manure on froz-
en sloping land. Manure spread
daily on frozen fields can result in
loss of two to five pounds of phos-
phorus and up to 20 pounds of nitro-
gen per acre washed into the
‘the streams, farm ponds and lakes
where it causes weeds and algae'
to thrive and pollute the water. ;

Manure itself has value, and a
20 acre field could lose 100 pounds
of phosphorus and 400 pounds of
notrogen worth $40. It makes sense
‘to prevent water pollution and put
a few more dollars in your pocket.

3. Don’t overuse nitrogen ferti-
lizer. Because nitrogen is relative-
ly cheap, many farmers ‘‘pour it
on”’ to get a bigger crop. The crop
can only use a certain amount, and
the excess usually ends up in the
groundwater, lakes, ponds or
streams.

If you apply 300 pounds of nitro-
gen per acre and take off only 150
pounds of nitrogen in your corn
crop, 150 pounds oef nitrogen go to
‘waste. On a 20-acre field, that’s a
ton and a half of nitrogen worth
$200. Doesn’t it seem to be good
business to save yourself some
money while you are also keeping
the environment clean?

4, Leave some land in the wild
state. Hedge rows, marshes or
woodlots in their natural state en-
‘hance the environment for wildlife

| come.
|forest will get a chance to develop |

land beautify the countryside.

The economic value? You might |
provide good hunting or camping,
which could bring in outside in-
Or an undisturbed farm

mto profitable forest products.

>-

| customers stop to use your land,
to b

buy livestock or to harvest your
crops, your well-kept lands and
farmstead will bz an attraction.

That’s the positive economics of

| negative economic side, of course.

. Improve the total appearance For example it takes extra money

of your farm through good conser-
vation practices. This final point
may seem to have only psychologi- |
cal value to you as an owner or
manager. But the fact is that the

|to build a manure holding pit, to
(terrace a sloping field, to build a
dam across a gully or to replace
'a fauity well. But some of these
\costs are already being at least

conservation farm has an overall |partially subsidized by government

higher value than the farm where
conservation is not practiced.
Good practices increase produc-
tivity of every acre. The same
amount of land can carry more
livestock and support more people.
If you are in the busines; where
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cost-sharing under the federal
lRural Environmental Assistance
Provram (REAP).

And though some conservation
practices may cost money in the
short run, they will make money
for you over a period of years.

 CONSERVATION

}

l IN the latest issue of the Suc-
cessful Farming magazine there
\is an article telling the importance
of topsoil depth. A comparison

was made on two soils with th‘e
same conditions except for topsoil
deep, the

depth; one soil 8-10”

other 18-20” deep. Over a six year!
period, the deep soil averaged 23
bushels per acre more than the

normal soil.

During the dry sea-

sons,) yields were consistently bet-

ter in the deeper soil.

WlTﬁ spring coming on and the

field work begins,

why not try,

some contouring or contour strip- |
cropping. On a given slope, rota-!
tion contouring reduces your soil!

loss of 50%

and strip cropping

reduces it by 75%. That is “poten-

tial profit..”

MARCH and April is also a good
time to be planting a farmstead
windbreak or other trees and

shrubs for wildlife.

Windbreaks

can reduce these coid north winds
protect your house and livestock,
protect farm yards from drifting
snow, provide protection for wild-

life and greatly improve the ap-

peavance of a farmstead.
o ool

COST sharing for these conser- |
available
through the ASCS with technical;
assistance provided by the SCS.

vation = practices is

SEVERAL landowners have re-!

ceived assistance in developing |
conservation plans this winter‘

Those receiving this assistance |

conservation farmmg There’s a |
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Conservation
‘Comments

Three Towa county commission-
ers, Harold Sherman, Don Eash,
Fred White, and Conservation
Technician, Clem McBride, attend-
ed the Commissioners Short Course
at Ames Jan. 19.

A film was shown by Dean Floyd
Ande on the University from its
small beginning, with very few
students, to its present enrollment.
Other speakers discussed planned
development, plant disease, and
resource development.

Charles Laverty, State Senator
from Indianola and Representa-
tive Andrew Varley from Stuart
presented the proposed Conserv-
ancy Bill. This bill establishes and
provides for admniistration of six
conservancy distriects which will
include the entire state of Iowa.
These districts will have no author-
ity to levee taxes but are created
to help control effectively soil ero-
sion and prevent siltation of Iowa’s
lakes and streams. This bill also
requires local soil conservation
commissioners to inspect private
land and determine what practices
are needed and direct that they be
established in confromity with dis-
trict regulations and to obtain a
Court Order in case of noncompli-:
ance to require compliance. They
affected land owners would have'
the right to appear in court to show’
cause why they should not be re-
quired to comply with the regula-
tions set by the commissioners.’
The proposed cost share would be
75%.

o

since Jan. 1 are: Rudy Schroeder, Faas, Marion Marine, George Ket-
Dean Ward, Virgil Schmidt, La terling, John R. Tanndy, Basil
Ve'me Ebel, Gl.lbewt Meyer Dairyl Davis deur Liftwilrer ;
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CONSERVATION
COMMENTS

This has been a month of con-
servation contest and tours.

\
Since the Scouts have been work- 4
ing on a special project called
SOAR, Save Our American Re-

sources, we conducted a conserva-

tion tour for some Boy Scouts in

Williamsburg. We hope they were

consequently better prepared for

their demonstrations May 15.

The junior high students from
the Lutheran interparish school in !
Williamsburg were also given a '
conservation tour. They saw some
tile being installed, a waterway
under construction, -contour strip-
cropping, tile inlet terraces, and
a farm pond.

A conserviation art contest was
{held May 14 with over 400 entries.
Our congratulations goes to the
winners and our appreciation goes
to the teacners and students who
helped make it a success.

Many of you have probably re-
ceived our annual report by now.
We hope you will take the time to
relad it and discuss it with us if
you have any questions.

The application of conservation
practices seems to be progressing
fairly well. Although there have-
n’t been too many completed there
has been several applications for .
conservation work. Although we
'don’t like to see these heavy rains,
they prove the need for more, con-
serviation practices in many places.

If you have applied for govern-
ment assistance on control feedlot
runoff, don’t lose hope. We recently |
received specifications for this
practice so we will be in touch with |
you in the near future. Our S.C.S.
area engineer is in charge of these [t
yand he has 12 counties to service,

‘ so it all takes awhile.

“CONSERVATION
- COMMENTS |

MANY Iowans are discovering a |
recréation bonus from ponds of |
water built primarily for flood pre-
vention and gully control, accord-
ing to Wilson T. Moon of the USDA |
Soil Conservation service.

State. Conservationist Moon says |
that 261 ponds, all built since 1958 |
as part of the small watershed !
program under ‘Public Latw 566, are !
being used for everything from |
fishing and camping to swimming |
and water skiing. He expects peo- |

ple to use the 1600 acres of newly-
created surface water more this
year than ever before.

b, S
These ponds have been built in

29 watersheds located in 20 differ-
ent Soil Conservation Districts,
mostly in the southwest part of
Towa. While most have a surface

' area of five to ten acres, one in

Pony Creek Watershed in Mill
County has 83 acres. :

“Technically, they are not re-
creation ponds but sediment stor-
age areas”, says: Dewey Bondu-
rant, SCS State Conservation En-
gineer, ‘““All 261 structures have
been built to control gullies and
provide downstream floodwater
protection. The sediment storage
areas are designed to catch and
hold sediment from the area for
50 years, but could last even long-
er 4if terraces, permanent vegeta-
tion and other good land treatment
practices are put on the land drain-
ing into the ponds. Most of this
time, the ponds should be excellent
for recreation.”

Fishing is the primary recreation
activity. Moon says nearly all the
ponds have been stocked, adding
that last year he got reports of
excellent bass and bluegill fishing.
Some of the ponds along public
roads and in parks are accessible
to the public, but most are located
on private land. Moon cautions
fishermen to get permission from
landowners, for they have the right
to keep people off their property.
He adds, however, that most land-
owners will allow fishing if the
people ask permission.

Ducks and geese are using the
bodies of water, too, according to
SCS State Biologist Sylvan Runkel.

' Runkel says the structures in west-

ern Towa in particular are good for
duck and goose hunting. Many of
these are along the Missouri fly-
'way. 244
¢ “Any time you create new bodies
of water, you boost one of the es-
i sential requirements for wildlife,”
Runkel explains. “This includes
pheasant and quail, and larger
species like deer.” Last year Run-
kel and his son each bagged a deer
from a brush area below a water-
shed structure in western Iowa.
Summer recreation use of the

ponds is growing fast. In the Davis pond.” Fiyve local sponsors are in-
Battle Creek Watershed, for exam- | cluding . these structures in their
Ele, thed pﬁ):i;hor(l} tl}le Ralph Old- watershed plant now.

am and Ral orham land was The ;

; L'k 2 ponds may also furnish
%%%e%oﬁgatggzrglori‘égiego‘u‘gﬁy llhu.nting and trapping oppertunities.
P Concerti € | Waterfowl use many of the ponds
Rt (‘19 (.)nstexma lon Board con- . q,ripg migration. Pheasants may
ir;l;ff t;&?éll%a& le‘ns)’u sé:e Sboat (.1?‘31{' also use the fringe area around the
ellitios o sandtboit ng ALY | ponds. Muskrats occasionally over-
Rtin, o ‘the o e?ac ) Aan nilgl'ﬁ | populate a pond and endanger the
mile access road was abgge-cgﬁ- G e B0 ing, and landowness
stmcted picnic tables, ta boat dock, m;{y . welcome tr_appers. :
of 3 poople use e area_eacl | M2aJ jolher ponds have been
weekday in the summer and on | : . : {
weekends. as many as 150 people ||pro-v1de recreation opportunities

In the Pony Creek watershed, the
Mills County Conservation board
has acquired and developed a 20-
acre park adjacent to an 83-acre
impoundment. Roads, picnic tables,
playground facilities, toilets, and
trailer parking facilities have been

installed.
Eldon and John Stroberg have
developed  recreation facilities

around Site A-3 in the Blockton
Wiatershed in the Taylor County |
Soil Conservation district. Picnic !
facilities,, a well, a swimming |
beach and diving board, and toil- |
ets have been installed. Trees have |
been planted around the 10-acre '
pond, too. The area is lighted and
has a gravel access road. As many
as 200 people have used the Stro-
bergs’ popular recreation area on
summer days.

Under Public Law 566, local
watershed sponsors can get addi-
tional water storage for recreation
and fish and wildlife purposes by
paying for half the cost of the wa-
ter- above the requirements for
gully control and flood prevention.
Two stipulations are. that the pond
be at least 50 acres and that the
public be allowed access to the’ -

Cost-sharing through the Rural
Environmental ~ Assistance  Pro- ;
gram of the Agricultural Stabiliza- |
tion and Conservation Service has
assisted many farmers in pond
construction. In northwest Iowa, !
aumerous sStructures with - sub- |
stantial reservoir areas have been
constructed under the Little Sioux
Flood Prevention Project adminis-
tered by the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice. In certain locations, the Towa
Conservation. Commisson has as-
sisted farmers in constructing
ponds to protect existing state-own-

use it. | similar to the watershed ponds. ed lakes.
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CONSERVATION
COMMENTS

A LEGISLATIVE bill has been
passed by both houses and signed
by the Governor. This bill is House
File .73, commonly referred to at
the Conservancy District Law. Gov-
ernor Ray signed the hill into law
on May 28. It became effective
July 1. -

THE main purpose of the bill is
-to control sediment when it be-
| comes a nuisance and is creating !
'damage. Sediment can be declared |
"a nuisance and abated as such
‘after due process. However, no
landowner can be forced to install
| permanent soil conservation prac-
tices unless 75% public cost-shar-
ring funds are available.

{E. marks the end for the
“IConservation service.: You
might be interested in knowing the
aceomplishments 'of some major
' practices in the county. Since July |
1, 1970, there have been 50 land-
| owners indicating ‘a desire to con-
I'serve the, soil and water on their
|farms By signing up as ‘“‘district
' cooperators”, 30 conservation plans
were. developed, 10 revised plans
were completed, 2239 ‘additional
|acres were contoured, 19,612 feet
(of diverSion terraces were con-
structed, 15 farm ponds, 11 erosion |
| control * structures,. 165 acres of |
| waterway shaping, 330 new acres
were strip cropped, 606,000 feet of
ile ‘Was installed, and 6000 -feet of
|terraces were constructed. ‘Thei
 number of terraces inestalled were i
much<less than we had hoped for, |
however several .thousand  feet '
were started that won’t be com-
;pcted\;&nﬁil fall. l

TERRACING is the only perma- i
‘nent conservation practice that ean
| keep the soil on the farm ground
where it belongs. Other practices |
control only one small area or a:
ditech.” With the tile dnlet type |
terraceés, many crooked rows and ;
point rows are eliminated, improv- |
ing 30-40 inches . with leaves ex-
times, the need for expensive con-
crete structures-are eliminated by
terrace construction. We hope to |
see many more Iowa county farm- |
ers trying these terraces. {

| are doing something positive about
|improving the quality of the en-
| vironment

| They have created over 35,000
| acres of water area in Iowa over
the past few years in the form of
small farm ponds. Wilson T. Moon,
state conservationist, U.S. Soil
Conservation service, said while
most ponds are built primarily
for livestock: water, almost all of
them are used for other purposes
too. Most of them are stocked with
bass and channel catfish. Many
of the ponds are excellent for boat-
ing “and swimming.

‘Moon said over 1,000 such ponds
were* constructed last year in
Jowa. Many farmers are further
developing the pond areas for wild-
life by tree, shrub,-and grass plant-
ings in fenced areas around the
ponds.

In commenting on the 34th an-
nual observance of Soil and Water
Conservation week, June 2047,
 Moon said 71,000 farmers have con- -
servation plans designed to control
erosion and improve the total en-
vironment.

The terraces built on Iowa farms
last wyear, if laid end to end, would
reach from Des Moines to New Or-
leans. Fifty-seven thousand miles
of terraces now protect Iowa’s hill-
sides from erosion, her lakes from
sedimentation, 'and the streams
from harmful pollutants.

Soil Conservation districts are
actively encouraging the planting
of trees not only to control erosion
but to provide environmental im-
provement. Farmstead windbreaks
are popular in Towa. They not only
l,prov‘ide a barrier against cold win-
try blasts, they are designed for
use by wildlife @s well.

The @ inclysion of landscaping
trees and shr also adds beauty
to the lan « Over 1,500 acres
of trees are planted annually on
individual f:

Moon said soil and water con- |

servation has become a major en-
terprise in Iowa. There are
875 contractors who ‘do soil conser-
vation work either full or part-
time. -

In 1970 there was $19 million
_dollars spent in the installation of
conservation practices on Iowa

| farms. y
i The problems of managing soil
d Both in the city
mgryside. Land use is
pidly especially around
| expanding urban areas. Vegetative
| lcover is removed, natural drainage
| patterns broken, and soils are used
for new purposes. Soil Conservation
| Districts can mew provide  assist-
ance in solving erosion problems
‘connected with urban development.
Interpretation of soil surveys ecan
be miade for city planners, resi-
dential and industrial developers
and realtors to assist them in se-
lecting suitable sites for develop-
ment. ’ - .
Soil scientists of the Soil Con-
servation service cooperating with
| the Iowa agrcultural experiment
| station are involved: in one of the
nation’s most ‘active soil survey
I programs. Over 28 million aeres
thave begn surveyed to date. The
[Iow-a stdte legislature has made
| $100,000 available annually. since
11967 to the State Soil Conservation
|committee for acceleration of soil
surveys. Tn"addition, 25 counties
have made financial ‘commitments
to supplement federal and state
assistance 'in completion of th

bl Bounty.

(=}
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The Seil Conservation service, |
| Forest service, and Economic Re- '
search service are cooperatively !
'working on a watershed ‘approach
ion the Towa and Cedar rivers. The
‘basin includes the area from Austin
and Albert Lea, Minn., through';i
Mason City, Waterloo, Cedar Rap-”l
ids. M&rshalltown, fowa City and
Burlington. Thetland included is |

12,970.square miles of which about |
fourfifths gs in . Planners |
thave dwaded -the basin into 1177
ysmall watersheds for making the.

sstudy more effective. The prob-
lems are flooding and sedimenta-
tion that cause  ‘dbout.$4 million
damage each year, erosio i
a problem on' over tw
acres amour ting to $1 millien, im-
,paired drainage on six million
‘acres and about 40% of the 415,000
iacres of woodland needs more man-
jagement for more productivity.
{Sediment accumulation in the
'Coralville reservoir has pointed out
how better sediment control mea-

sures are needed upstream. The .

study will consider all land amnd
water quality resources within the
basin.

The Towa county commissioners
attended the 25th annual conference
for Soil Conservation District Com-
missioners in Des Moines on Sept.
12, 13, 14. Program highlights in-
‘cluded soil conservation speech

finals, address by Dr. Cecil Wad-

liegh from the Washington SCS
office and awards to long-time
workers in conservation. Harold
,Higgins presided at the meeting
~which completed his one year
term as president of the Towa Asso-
iciation of Soil Conservation dis-:
\trict commissioners.

i* Tile inlet ferraces are now under
-}construction on Raymond Britton’s
farm in Greene township. Carl
;Schnebbe in Hilton township has
(recently completed some similar
terraces on his farm, with more t.o‘l
‘be constructed after harvest. Ray- |
imond Britton’s terraces will have
‘farmakle backslope, while Carl]
{Schnebbe’s have the steep grass
‘backslope terrace. Anyone who is
interested in terraces should wvisit
either of these men or stop in at
the Soil Conservation Service off-.
(ice.

‘ Conservation practices that have
been completed since July 1 are:

Windbreaks: Heitshusen Turkey
| Farm, Danny L. Albert, and Ro-
"ebrt Durr.

Pends: Hedrick Brothers, Rudy
|Schroeder, Leonard J. Smith,
;George Schindler, Harvey Maas,
i and Donald Westcott.
| Structures: Anton Huedepohl and |
| George Hinrichs. |
| Terraces: Dale Noyes and Harl
old Sherman. !
{ Diversion Terraces: Marie Ayres, .
|Clyde McElhinney,
| Lower. 1

Waterways: Leonard J. Steele, |
' Raymond Morrison, Gertrude Fou- |
bert, Anton Huedepohl, Ed Burman,
| Willard - Hagen, .Harvey Burgy,
| George Hinrichs, Larry Davis, Wil-
|lie Sehropp, J. O. Wickham, Ever-
,ett Schlesselman, George Schind-
iler, Mellen Schmidt, and Marvin
IKil‘berger.

| |
and Leonard |

1
1
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Environmental thrust is the name
of a new effort by U.S.D.A. to
stimulate action to improve natur-
al resources. Secretary of Agricul-

| ture Clifford Hardin has announced

the availability of a new handbook
of suggested environmental mpro-
jects, and has committed Depart-
ment of Agriculture personnel to
assist local leadérs with commun-
ity improvement programs.

To date, the campaign leaders
in Towa county are vocational ag-
riculture instructors, Farmers
Home administration, county ex-
tension director, ASCS, and the
Soil Conservation service.

The handbook outlines lists of |

objectives, suggestions for work
plans, criteria for evaluating ef-
fectiveness, and available resour-
ces for each project. The following
subjects are covered: :
Safe Drinking Water, Sanitary
Landfills, Trash-and Junk Remov-
al, Sewage Disposal, Animal Waste
Disposal, Land Use Planning, Land-
seape Tmprovement, Protecting the
Landscape, Pesticide Safety, Safe-
guarding Food Quality, Disposal of
Pesticide Wastes, Improving Recre-
ation Resources, Improving Rural
Housing, Noise Reduction,. Control-
ling Ticks in Recreation Areas,
Controlling Poisen Tvy, Oak, and

Sumac, Controlling -Aquatic Weeds, |

Brush Control, Controlling Poisonus
Plants, Controlling Ragweed.

If anyone has projects or.a par-
‘ticular interest in some way of
\improving the environmental, con-
‘tact anyone of the Department of
| Agriculture offices.




Rotation, Stable Manure Only -
Soil Efforts During WWI Era

By Doris McCartney
Gazette Correspondent
MILLERSBURG— Rota-
tion and stable manure were
the only standard soil conser-
vation efforts practiced by
most farmers in the World
war I era, D. H. Zentmire told
a gathering of 40 last Sunday
afternoon at a Lake Towa pic-
nic.

The event marked the 25th
observance of the Towa county
soil conservation service, the
55th organized in the state.

“Other methods were un-
tried,” the former veteran
Iowa county extension direc-
tor said.

As one of his numerous
duties in 1918, Dee Zentmire
planned with Lambert Elwood,
of Williamsburg, a ditch fill-
ing project.

The wire-dirt-brush fill pre-
vented further erosion but the
team’s experience later
proved that they had labored
in reverse to solve the soil run-
off, since they had begun at
the bottom of the ditch.

However, that same year,
another three successful ditch
projects were finished.

At least three farmers be-
came enthused on limestone

spreading by wagon box or

spreader the next year, Zent-

mire’s records indicate.
Among them were: Hank
Plaughman, of Conroy,
George Marsh, of Pilot town-
ship, and R. Edwards, near
Williamsburg.

“The word got out that

some farmers had begun scat-
tering rocks on their acres
and had rocks in their head,”
Zentmire claimed.

The limestone was free
then, except for the freight
costs. In the beginning, eleven
farmers spread 970 tons in one
year and from 1920-30, a total
of 12,700 tons of the product
covered county farms.

From 1938 to 1945, the su-|
pervisors purchased the lime-|
stone with the county agent|
acting as administrator of the
program. A total of 15,423 tons
at an average cost of $1.47 per
ton appears on Zentmire's
ledgers as he adjusted to the|
added task of dealing with the |
farmers on this project.

Under the supervision of
Paul Burson, from 1936 to
1949, Towa county shared a full
time technician with Tama,
Benton and Poweshiek coun-
ties. The state paid Burson’s
salary, while the counties
shared the travel expenses.

Stepped up conservation
methods, including

evident under Burson’s years.
One of the first terraces and

confour |
fields, terraces, strip crop- |
ping and tree plantings were |

strip eropping appeared on
the Sylvester Sherman farm
in Honey Creek township. In
Greene township, the first ter-
race improved the Charles
Patterson farm.

The advent of World war II
halted the soil conservation
program because of the lack
of available technicians and
funds. By 1945, the farmers
were expressing their hopes
for a soil conservation dis-
trict, Zentmire said.

Petitions calling for the
county service were signed by
503 farmers, and on June 8,
1945, election results showed
164 favoring the organization
while only eight farmers re-
jected the propesal.

Early commissioners were:
Earl Morse, Jess Misback,
Richard Owen, Ed Kinsey and
Henry Morse.

Following World War II and
the Korean war, some 350
veterans enrolled in farm
classes taught by Howard
Watkins (14 years) and Ed
Kinsey (eight years).

During the depression
years, Lambert Elwood re-
called that a couple of farm-
ers paid for the lumber re-

quired in building forms used
on constructing water struc-
tures. Modest rental fees were
charged to the farmers and
the forms circulated until un-
usable.

One of the most eventful
demonstrations planned by
Zeritmire was held on the EI-
wood Brothers farm, south-
west of Williamsburg, during
the plague of the cinch bugs.
Elwood said that a group of
15-20 farmers was expected.

By the end of the day, near-
ly 500 visitors had converged
on the farm to watch the fur-
row-fence post-creosote treat-
ment, promoted to destroy the
insects.

“That evening the well had
gone dry- and the fences were
sagging,” Elwood sighed.

Former Iowa county soil
conservation technician
Charles Shirley, who recently
transferred to Franklin
county, summed up reports,
saying: “Success in the local
district can be measured
through steady cooperation,
enthusiasm by all the farm
operators and the active edu-
cational program heing pro-

moted by the commissioners.”

The Cedar Rapids Gazette: Sun., July 19, 1970
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Zentmire Tells

History Of
Soil Conservation

D. H. Zentmire traced the
history of soil conservation in
Towa county from 1918 through the

~ formation of the Soil Conservation

Service district in 1945 for those
who attended the silver anniver-
sary of the SCS Sunday.

Zentmire, retired county ex-
tension director, told of the early
efforts to get limestone, then
gradual use of commercial ferti-
lizers, operation of the old
C. C. C. program, the first ter-
races, strip crop, etc.

Trophies were awarded to the
winners of the SCS sponsored art
contest although neither Jim Thys
who is hospitalized recovering
from an injury received getting

Soil Conservation District

his foot caught in an elevator,

nor Connie Dietze who were win-
ners were able to attend.

About 35 attended the picnic
at Lake Iowa including former
technicians Charles Shirley,
Hampton, and Edward Edwards,
Rudd, and their wives, the current

technician and his wife, the Rick -

Cordes’. A number of former
commissioners were also there.
Currently serving as com-
missioners are Harold Sherman,
Richard Mouchka, DonEash, Fred
White and Vernon Sandersfeld
with Carl Selby and David Mc-

Cartney assistant commis-
—->

sioners.

The regional SCS meeting and

speech contest will be held at the
Ox Yoke Inn Monday, July 20,
beginning with a 6 p.m. dinner,
Robert Murphy, Parnell, Iowa
county winner, will give his
speech which he also gave for
the members at the picnic Sunday.

TR, : ) W

Wiig;msburg.

—Photo by Doris McCartney, Millersburg

EARLY SUPPORTERS — Some of the early supporters of the lowa county soil con-
servation district gathered at Lake lowa last weekend at the 25th anniversary picnic. They
included, left to right, seated: Howard Watkins, Marengo; Ed Kinsey, Marengo; and D. H.;
Zentmire, Marengo, veteran lowa county extension director. Standing are Howard Beyer,!
Belle Plaine, left, and Lambert Elwood,
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Celebrates 25 Years Service

Oon June 22, 1945, Iowa’s
Secretary of State signed the
charter making the Iowa county
Soil Conservation district a sub=

‘division of the state and the 55th
county in Tewa to be recognized

as such.

The commissioners of the dis-
trict at the time the charter was
signed were Earl W, Morse, Ma-
rengo; the late J. D, Misbach,
Williamsburg; and R, G. Owen,
North English. The first com-
missioners meeting was held Aug.
16, 1945, with Morse, Misbach,
Owen, W. J. B, Boatman, W, T,
Maakestad, R. A, Denzler and
D, H. Zentmire present.

In the past 25 years there
has been 20 Iowa county farm-
ers whao have served as adistrict
commissioner or an assistant
commissioner,

Several changes in the soil
conservation district have taken
place in the past 25 years. Two
of the most recent and important
changes include changing the
number of commissioners from
three to five and very recently,
including towns and cities in the
district.

July 12, the Iowa county dis=

. trict will be celebrating its 25th

year by inviting all of the past
commissioners, assistant com-=
missioners, SCS personnel, and
anyone who has assisted the dis-
trict during its years of existence,
to a picnic dinner for reviewing
and reminiscing the past 25 years.
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Soilf Conservation
District Sponsors
Art Contest May 14

The Iewa County Soil onser-
vation distriet is sponsoring a con-
servation art contest to be held
from 7 to 9 p.m. May 14 at the
Wil#amsburg town héll.

The elementary grades will be
judged separately from the junior
and senior high grades. The judg-
ing will be based on artistic tech-
niques, conservation content, gen-
eral effect and its typicalness to
|Towa County.

The first, second, and third place
\winners of the elementary level
will receive a plaque and $7.50,
l$5.00, $3.00, respectively. The
three winners of the junior and
| senior high level will each re-
|ceive’ a plaque and $20.00, $15.00,
|and $10.00. The public is invited to
lview the art projeects.
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Winners in Soil

Conservation Art
Contest Announced

| Winning _entries of the Iowa
| County Soil Conservation Art con-
| test were Bonnie McCraw, H-L-V;
'Linda Lockridge, English Valley,
|and Shelley Risdon, Williamsburg.
They placed first, second and third

level. Nancy Voss, Williamsburg
community school; Mark Logan,
| English Valley, and Jan Rathjen,
Towa Valley, placed first, second
and third in the elementary level.

The winners will each receive a
iplaque and $20, $15, and $10 for
| first, second, and third place in
|the high school level, anl $7.50, $5
| and $3 for the elementary level.

English Valley, Williamsburg,
Iowa Valley and H-L-V schools
were each represented by contest-
ants. The combined entries from
the schools totaled over 400. Judges
were Mrs. Wayne Stanerson, Larry
Aurich, and Rick Cordes.

| L et e

—

HE’S PLEASED—Jon Rathjen, an [owa Valley sixth grader,
received his plaque and check for $3 for third place in the
Soil Conservation Service sponsored art contest from Don
Goering, county extension director. Jon is son of Larry
Rathjens. His chalk drawing on bulletin board shows a
number of conservation practices. 3

respectively, in the high school
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Linda Lockridge,
Mark Logan Win
S. C. Art Contest

Winning entries of the Iowa

County Soil Conservation Art
contest were: Bonnie McCi'réw,
HLV; Linda Lockridge, English
Valleys, and Shelley Risdon, Wil-
liamsburg. They placed . first,
second and third respectively, in
the high school level.
Naney Voss, Williamsburg
community school; Mark Logan,|
English Valleys, and Jan Rath-
jen, Towa Valley, placed first,
second and third in the elemen-
tary level.

The winners will each receive
a plaque and $20, $15, and $10
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in the
high school level, and $7.50, $5
?amd $3 for the elementary level.
|" English Valleys, Williamsburg,
Iowa Valley and HLV schools
were eachi represented by con-
testants. The combined entries
from the schools totaled over
400. Judges were Mrs. Wayne
Stanerson, Larry Aurich, and
Rick Cordes. |




Sherman Is Chosen Outstanding

Regional Soil Conservation Director

Harold Sherman, chairman of
the Iowa County Soil Conservation
district, has been chosen as out-
standing district commissioner
in region 7.

This contest is sponsored by
the JIowa Association of Soil Con-
servation district commissioners
in cooperation with Wallaces
Farmer magazine, Des Moines.

Sherman has served as dis- .
triect commissioner since his first
election June 15, 1959. Since this
time he has served as chairman
twice and has served on the
forestry committee, nominating
committee for district commis=-

| sioner’s state officers, speaker
for a wagon train at the conser-

vation field day at Eldora, and
was a judge for the state plowing
match in Benton county.

He has been active on many
community projects and com-
mittees. This includes chairman
of the Marengo school board,
elder of the Presbyterian church,
Sunday school superintendent,
township trustee, served on a
4-H club committee, and on the
Iowa County Beef Producers
board.

A state winner will be selected
from the nine regional winners.
All nine regional winners will be
presented a plaque by Wallaec ;
Farmer at the annu-~ conferene.
in Waterloo.
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C

ounty Winners Named In ~

Annual Conservation Contest

The local winners of the soil
conservation contest awards were
chosen last week by the district
commissioners. : "

There are three divisions for
the contest: division I, longtime
soil conservationdistrict cooper-
ator; division II, tenant operated
farm; and division III, new coop-
erator during the year 1968 or
later.

The local winners are Ken-
neth Dawson, division I; Jay Rol-
ler and Norman King, division II;
and Robert Durr, division III,

The scoring is based on cor-
rect land use, conservation work
accomplished, crop utilization or
the farm, community service ir
the soil conservationdistrict pro-
gram, and the general appears
ance of the farm. B!

A conservation teacher is alsc
sponsored by the same contest
Harold Bezoni, Williamsbury
school, was chosen by the educa-
tion committee as the count;
winner, Other teachers that wer¢
nominated and deserve recogni-

. jcontest is a $250 college scholar-

tion include Mrs. Ford, HLV; and
Stacy Howell, Amana, .

The winners of the local con-
test will go to the regional one
for judging and the winners at
the regional go on to compete
at the state level.

HN.E. Ricond §-37-70
Kathy Krewer, 16,
Wins Conservation
Speech Honors

Miss Kathy Krewer, 16, of|
Mvscatine, was named winner of|
the- Region 7 Soil Conservation!
Speech Contest held July 20,‘
1670 at the Ox Yoke Inn at Am-
ana, Towa. Kathy represented
the Muscatine County Soil Con-
servation District in the regional
competition and reeeived a cer-
tificate and a check for $25.00 as
first place awards. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. QGail-
lard Krewer.

Second place

honors in the

~ contest went to 14-year--old Mary

Lou Schnack, of Cedar County.
Third place honors went to 1g-|
year old James Everett of Win-
field, of the Louisa County Soil
Conservation District.

The Yowa County Soil Conser-
vation representative in the con-
test was Robert Murphy of Far-
nell, son of Mr. and Mrs, Ray-
mond Murphy

As winner of the Regioﬁ, 7
contest, Miss Krewer will repre-
sent the region in the state con-
test at Waterloo, Iowa, on Sep-
tember 13, 1970. The state con-
test will be held in conjunction
with the 1970 Annual Conference
for Soil Conservation District
Commissioners. Top prize in this

Muscatine Girl Wins >
- RS~ g

Conservation Speech “& "

Cantest At Amana -

Kathy Krewer, 16, of Musca-
tine was named winner of the
region 7 Soil Conservation speech
contest held July 20 at Amana.
She received a certificate and a
check for $25 as first place
awards.

Second place honors in the
contest went to Mary Lou
Schnack, Cedar county Soil Con-
servation district representative
who received a certificate and a
check for $15.

Robert Murphy, son of the
Raymond Murphys of Parnell,
represented the Iowa county

| district. ~

WG Pl o P 72y
County “Conservation ™

Air Tour, July 26th

y
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A Conservation Air Tour,
sponsored by the Iowa County
| Soil Conservation District, is be-

ing held July 26, 1970 at the
| Ladora Airport beginning at
19:00 a. m. and will last through-
out the afternoon.

| The flying tour is open to ail
|Iowa County residents who
'would like to view their farms

ship and $100 in cash

Art Contest
s Sponsored
By Conservation

The Iowa County Soil Con-
servation District is sponsoring
a conservation art contest to be
held from 7 to 9 p.m. May 27 at
the civic center in Parnell.

The elementary grades will
be judged separately from the
junior and senior high grades.
The judging will be based on
artistic techniques, conservation
content, general effect and its
typicalness to Iowa county.

The first, second and third
place winners of the elementary
level will receive a trophy and
$7.50, $5, $3 respectively. The
three winners of the junior and
senior high level will each re-
ceive a trophy and $20, $15, and
$10.

The public is invited to view
the art projects.

Bl 5215

lor anything else from the
\'during a 15 miinute ride.

air

 First Place Art

‘Contest Winners
Are Announced

Jim Thys and Connie Driscoll
were first place winners of the
conservation art contest for the
high school and elementary
levels.,

Charlene Aurich and Becky
Dietze were second and third
place winners, respectively, on
the high school level. The second
place winner on the elementary
level was Tom Spratt and Liz
Collier third,

- Judging was based on the ar-
tistic technique, conservation
content, general effect and being
typical of Iowa county. Judges
were Mrs. Wayne Stanerson, Ma-
rengo, and co-owner of Home
Decorating; Rick Cordes, district
conservationist, and Robert
Bauer, professional artist.

The contest was sponsored
by the Iowa county Soil Conser-
vation district. Harold Sherman,
chairman of the district commis=
sioners, said that holding such
a contest creates interest and
an awareness of the beauty and
need of conservation. The dis-
trict plans to present the tro-
phies and checks to the contest
winners July 12 at the 25th an-
niversary of the Iowa county dis-
trict.

The winning entries are on
display at the SCS office.

3



Sherman Named Top Distiict
Soil Conservation Commissioner

The Iowa County Soil Con-
servation District received a
25 year certificate at the 24th
annual conference of the Soil
Conservation district commis-
sioners.

Harold Sherman, chairman of
the Iowa county district commis=
sioners, received an award as
outstanding district commission-
er region seven. There are nine
regions in JIowa.

The petition for organization
of the Iowa County Soil Conser-
vation district was sent to the
Towa Soil Conservation commit-
Jtee Apr. 28, 1945, The state

committee held the hearing May
11, 1945. The referendum was
héld June 8, 1945, with 164 votes
for formation of the district and
eight discenting votes.

The  charter for the district
was issued by the Secretary of
State ‘June 22, 1945. W, J. Boat-
man, district conservationist at
Toledo, supervised the beginning
activities of the Soil Conserva-
tion Service ‘and Howard Oak,
district conservationist at Iowa
City, assumed this post later.
D. H. Zentmire was the county
extension director.

Haro'd Sherman
Region 7

HAROLD SHERMAN farms
280 acres near Ladora in.lowa
county. His livestock program
includes 30 beef cows, feeding
beef, and raising 400 hogs. He
has been named Master Swine
producer and has won corn
yield contests.

“Conservation practices on his
land include a windbreak, grass
waterways, field border plant-
ings, and terraces. He has served
11 yr. as a commissioner, includ-
ing 2 as chairman. Along with
other activities, he has served
on state committees and as a
judge for a state plowing match.

The Shermans have 3 sons;
Richard, now a professional mu-
sician; Don who is working for
an advanced degree in metal-
lurgy; and Alan who is a re-
search engineer. They also have
5 grandchildren.



AC’CENT - - commentary

on issues and events 1

SOIL - and Our
Standard of Living

(by Booth Wallentine)

Next to its people, America’s
greatest resource is the soil. And
the quality of life in our country
is directly related to the quality
of our soil and water.

That’s why soil and water con-
servation is everybody’s busi-
ness. Farmers do have a major
responsibility for presarving the
resources they control. But in-
creasingly, city people must car-

the torch for conservation.

Bulldozers strip away the veg-
etation from a million acres of
farmland each year to make
way for housing and shopping
centers. Construction and soil
erosion go hand in hand.

A study in the Washington,
D. C. area indicated farmlands
lost 100 to 500 tons of topsoil
per square mile each year thru
sheet erosion. But neighboring
suburban areas were losing 1,000
to 2,500 tons of topsoil -each
square mile in the same period.

In Detroit, construction activ-
ity eroded nearly 70 tons of top-
soil per acre while surrounding
farmlands lost only 1.5 tons per

acre. In Fairfax County, Vir-
ginia, residential construction

sent 25,000 tons of sediment to
the bottom of Lake Bancroft for
every square mile urbanized in
that rapidly growing area.

Motorcyclists and trail bike
enthusiasts are adding to the
problem with the destruction of
watersheds when they ride up
and down hillsides.

Under the best ¢onditions a
good farmer can rebuild about
five tons of top soil per acre
each year. But rebuilding top-
soil in suburban areas is very
difficult, particularly when much
of the land is left exposed while
-{tousiﬂg speculators try to sell
it.

This week (June 14-20) is Soil

and Water Conservation Week
in Iowa. .
And because this is a state

with more acres under -cultiva-

tion than half of the other states

| combined, most of the emphasis

|will be on farmland conserva-
tion. ;

It may be a good time for

| some new emphasis on soil and

water conservation in the cities
and towns.

Erosion(ontr;r
Planned For
Lake Watershed

June 14-21 marks the thirty- |
third observance of soil and wa-~ |
ter conservation- week in Iowa.

Harold Sherman, chairman of
the Iowa county Soil Conservation
District, said the activities of
the district are no longer con-
fined to the individual farm. The
Iowa legislature during the last
session recognized that wise use
of resources is of equal con-
cern to all citizens regardless
of their place of residence. Ac-
cordingly, cities and towns are
now officially included along with
the agricultural lands in each
soil conservation district.

Sherman said the environmen=
tal issues of today make it dou-
bly important that rural and ur-
ban people work together in sol-
ving common problems related
to resource management.

He said major efforts of the
Iowa county district during 1970
will be placed on achieving ero-
sion control within Lake Iowa
watershed hoping to improve the
lake for all of the county resi-
dents.

Other efforts will be placed
on encouraging farm owners to
construct tile inlet terraces.
These give complete erosion con-
trol. They stop all of the soil
on the field. The terrace tem-
porarily stores the runoff water
until it can all drain through the
tile inlet. This slows the water
allowing it to soak info the soil
to help_provide the moisture nec-
cessary for productive yields.
These terraces are somewhat
more expensive, however, as one
farmer said , ‘‘Its well worth
it to protect my present invest-
ment of $500 per acre.’”’

Some of the major accom-
plishments for the past year in-
clude 2,191 acres of contouring,
1,042 acres of strip cropping,
29,010 feet of diversionterraces, |
and 51,065 feet of all other types
of terraces.

LOOKS OVER PROGRESS—Rick Cordes, Iowa County Soil Conservationist, was at the

Duane Schwarting farm southwest of Homestead Friday morn
struction Company, Williamshurg, did the grading necessary

ing as the Gahring Con-
for a grade stabilization

structure being built. Cordes was standing where the earth dam would c ane in from the
south. In back of him is apother ditch going north which will be controlled by the work
being done. A six and-one half foot diameter tube will go through the dam east and
west to control both ditches. Tile, 3400 feet of it, will also go up both sides of the

ditch.
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Pond Weed Control
Is Presented July Rit g gt
Jat McBride Home o it ne

|

| ‘that none of the products mentioned
| Weed control in farm ponds was k.l tish. However, if ponds are
| described as a three-step program |heavily infested with weeds or
by Extension Wildlife Conserva- |2igae that the decaying algae and
tionist Dr. Robert Moorman of Iowa Weeds remove the oxygen from the
| State university. | water and could possibly cause
| Talking to approximately 20 Iowa ‘so’me fish suffocation if the weed
county farm pond owners at a pond |or aigae probiem is very severe.

Gt g of /f’/?’

that it is extremely effective. - 1
Qg{ pounds that he recommended |
fér the rooted weeds include: Aqua- |

thol or Diguat, and stated that,

management meeting held at the ' In this case, he recommended that
‘ home of Clem McBride on the edge Pond owners treat a third to half
t.of Williamsburg, Moorman told the of their pond at a time which will
group that weed control starts with ; allow the water to retain sufficient
he design of the farm pond. | oxygen for the fish.

‘He stated that the first step in  He did caution dairy farmerza'ﬁ
, weed control is to design and build  that they cannot use any chemicals
| a farm pond that has steeply slop- | for weed control if their animals
| ing shores because these have less are being watered from the pond
- weed trouble and also have less |water. e
' evaporation loss and makes fishing | In discussing time, Moorman
much easier. = - ° I suggested that late June of

He mentioned that the. second ; July is the best time to wuse  the
step in weed control in farm ponds  chemicals on the rooted . wee
is to physically pull the weeds out while algae control is besg:? o1

when they first appear in the pond, ed during June 10-15.
after the pond is built and in the | In discussing the stockin
beginning of each season. ~ . !ponds, Dr. Moorman stated thal

th tlined the chemical | U.S. Wildlife and Iowa Consefva-
{ 1 _that this was the tion commission are curre ¥ pro-
last resort in the farm pond weed | viding bass and catfishe (i r
contrcl program. He did mention ; separately or in combination) for

farm ponds.

They mentioned 'a number o
other species of - fish w ~ som
feeling that bluegills could be add
ed to steeply sloping banked ‘pond
to provide bait for the bass. =

- Bulletins are available at

tengion office giving informatio
on farm pond algae and roete
weed control and pond owner
interested in this material shoi

contact - the Extension Office i
Marengo, concluded,County Exte

sion Director Don Goering.



Wins Conservation Award

WORK ON PROGRAM—The Robert Durrs, who farm South-
west of Williamsburg, pause in the front yard of their home.
The field in back of them across the road tops one of the
hills' that led to the need for conservation practices on
their farm. They have been named the regional award win-

ner in the new cooperator division of the annual soil con-

servation contest. Their grandson Dale, 3, who make his
home with them is photographed with the Durrs.

Marengo, lowa 52301

The Pioneer-Republican Photo Features

Pausing on a hilltop on the
Robert Durr-farm southwest of
Williamsburg one can view a
number of the conservationprac-
tices which he has incorporated
in his farming and which won
for him the new cooperator
regional award in the annual con-
test sponsored by the Iowa Soil
Conservation Service and the Des
Moines Register. }

Durr will receive his award
along with those made to county
winners at a banquet at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 21, at the Pres-
byterian church, Marengo. County
winners are Kenneth Dawson, long
time cooperator;JayRoller, own-
er, and Norman King, tenant, in
the owner-tenant division; and
Harold Bezoni in the teacher
category.

From the hill east
above their pond the Durrs
can look west across the
acres toward their home,
out of sight by yet another
hill. However they easily
see the acres of soybeans,
corn and hay ground and
pasture that they have
cleared of brush and tim-
ber. Some of the timber
area remains along a small
unnamed creek which runs
through that part of the
farm.

Durr has had a one acre farm
pond built with an earth dam.
The pond has been stocked with
catfish, large mouth bass which
already weigh about one pound
and bull heads. The pond will be
open to the public next year Durr
said. There is another small
pond above the present one which
was built before they movedto the
farm. ;

A swimming beach was in-
cluded in pond construction, but
it has not been sanded as yet.
A waterway below the pond has

The Pioneer-Republican

Of Towa County

Thursday, Oct. 8, 1970

bgen tiled to the pond over-flow
pipe.

The hills in the area
were brush and timber
covered except for the hill-
tops which were cropped
when they moved there.
Durr bought a caterpillar,
and they began the long
task of clearing. Timber
has been left along the
creek and in some of the
steeper draws. EIm which
they left on purpose now
show the ravages of Dutch
elm disease. Some of the
oak were taken when a
pipeline went through the
area, a fact about which
Durr was none too happy.

He has done some experi-
mental seeding of a rover legume
on the hillside.

Deer frequent the area, two
doe and their fawns were most
frequently seen this summer,
Pheasants too gather particularly
in the winter. Durr started feed-
ing them on an every other day,
basis two years ago when ice
covered much of their natural
feeding area. That year he fed
them in the shrubs in their yard,
but last year he took the feed
to the timber areas by tractor.
While 15 to 20 birds would gather
at first, later two or three hun-
dred pheasants wouldbe attracted
by the feed.

a
Of the 400 acre farm
the Durrs moved to six

years ago, they have 116

acres in crop including

about 86 acres corn, 14

acres beans, 30 acres hay,

56 diverted acres and the

rest pasture ‘and timber.

There are 179 acres

farmed according to the.

soil conservation district
program saidRickCordes,
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SOIL - and Our
Standard of Living

(by Booth Wallentine)

Next to its people, America’s
greatest resource is the soil. And
the quality of life in our country
is directly related to the quality
of our soil and water.

That’s why soil and water con-
servation is everybody’s busi-
ness. Farmers do have a major
responsibility for presarving the
resources they control. But in-
creasingly, city people must car-

the torch for conservation.

Bulldozers strip away the veg-
etation from a million acres of
farmland each year to make
way for housing and shopping
centers. Construction and soil
erosion go hand in hand.

A study in the Washington,
D. C. area indicated farmlands
lost 100 to 500 tons of topsoil
per square mile each year thru
sheet erosion. But neighboring
suburban areas were losing 1,000
to 2,500 tons of topsoil -each
square mile in the same period.

In Detroit, construction activ-
ity eroded nearly 70 tons of top-
soil per acre while surrounding
farmlands lost only 1.5 tons per
acre. In Fairfax County, Vir-
ginia, residential construction
sent 25,000 tons of sediment to
the bottom of Lake Bancroft for
every square mile urbanized in
| that rapidly growing area.

Motorcyclists and trail bike
enthusiasts are adding to the
problem with the destruction of
watersheds when they ride up
and down hillsides.

Under the best ¢onditions a
good farmer can rebuild about
five tons of top soil per acre
each year. But rebuilding tep-
soil in suburban areas is very
difficult, particularly when much
of the land is left exposed while
housiflg speculators try to sell
it

"This week (June 14-20) is Soil

and Water Conservation Week
in Iowa. .
And because this is a state

with more acres under cultiva-
tion than half of the other states
.| combined, most of the emphasis
|will be on farmland conserva-
tion. :
It may be a good time for
| some new emphasis on soil and
| water conservation in the cities

and towns.

ifridsit;l; Contrf 2
Planned For
Lake Watershed

June 14-21 marks the thirty-
third observance of soil and wa- |
ter conservation- week in Iowa.

Harold Sherman, chairman of
the Iowa county Soil Conservation
District, said the activities of
the district are no longer con-
fined to the individual farm. The
Towa legislature during the last
session recognized that wise use
of resources is of equal con-
cern to all citizens regardless
of their place of residence. Ac-
cordingly, cities and towns are
now officially included along with
the agricultural lands in each
soil conservation district,

Sherman said the environmen=
tal issues of today make it dou-
bly important that rural and ur-
ban people work together in sol-
ving common problems related
to resource management.

He said major efforts of the
Iowa county district during 1970
will be placed on achieving ero-
sion control within Lake Iowa
watershed hoping to improve the
lake for all of the county resi-
dents.

Other efforts will be placed
on encouraging farm owners to
construct tile inlet terraces.
These give complete erosion con-
trol. They stop all of the soil
on the field. The terrace tem=-
porarily stores the runoff water
until it can all drain through the
tile inlet. This slows the water
allowing it to soak into the soil
to help.provide the moisture nec-
cessary for productive yields.
These terraces are somewhat
more expensive, however, as one
farmer said , ‘‘Its well worth
it to protect my present invest~
ment of $500 per acre.’”’

Some of the major accom-
plishments for the past year in-
clude 2,191 acres of contouring,
1,042 acres of strip cropping,
29,010 feet of diversionterraces, |
and 51,065 feet of all other types
of terraces.

LOOKS OVER PROGRESS—Rick Cordes, Iowa County Soil Conservationist, was at the

Duane Schwarting farm southwest of Homestead Friday morn
struction Company, Williamshurg, did the grading necessary

ing as the Gahring Con-
for a grade stabilization

structure being built. Cordes was standing where the earth dam would ¢ ane in from the
south. In back of him is apother ditch going north which will be controlled by the work
being done. A six and- one half foot diameter tube will go through the dam east and
west to control both ditches. Tile, 3400 feet of it, will also go up both sides of the

ditch.
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Pond Weed Confrol
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i ‘that none of the products mentioned
| Weed control in farm ponds was . kil tish. However, if ponds are
| described as a three-step program | heavily infested with weeds or
by Extension Wildlife Conserva- 'algae that the decaying algae and
tionist Dr. Robert Moorman of Iowa Weeds remove the oxygen from the
State university. | water and could possibly cause
i 'Daf]_king to :anpproximately 20 Towa I some ﬁtsh suffocation if the weed
county farm pond owners at a pond |¢r aigae probiem is very severe.
management meeting held at the 'In this case, he recommended that
- home of Clem McBride on the edge Pond owners treat a third to half
{of Williamsburg, (Moorman told the  of their pond at a time which will
- group that weed control starts with allow the water to retain sufficient
the design of the farm pond. | oxygen for the fish.
. 'He stated that the first step in . He did caution dairy farmer,%%
. weed control is to design and build  thal they cannot use any chemicals
| a farm pond that has steeply slop- | for weed control if their animals
| ing shores because these have less are being watered from the pond
~weed trouble and also have less |water. it
' evaporation loss and makes fishing | In discussing time, Moorman
much easier. = = ! suggested  that late June Ol y
He mentioned that the second ; July is the best time to wuse  the
step in weed control in farm ponds chemicals on' the rooted .
is to physically pull the weeds out” while algae control is besg"'
when they first appear in the pond, €d during June 10-15. Y
after the pond is built and in the | - In discussing the stocking
beginning of each season. ~ !ponds, Dr. Moorman stated thaf
He then eutlined the chemical | U.S. Wildlife and Iowa Consetva-
cpntrol,,.\:%g:thgg.tms was the tion commission are currently pro-
last resort in the farm pond weed | viding bass and catﬁshﬁWr
contrcl program. He did mention  separately or in combination) for

that it is extremely effective. - |
: GQO npounds that he recommended |
fér the rooted weeads include Aqua- |
thol or Diguat, and al that

e :
They mentioned -a ni -
other species of fish with som

feeling thyt bluegills could be add
ed to steeply sloping banked -pond
to provide bait for the bass. *
- Bulletins are available at the ex
tension office giving informatio
on farm pond algae and roete
weed control and pond owner
interested in this material sl [
contact - the Extension Office. i
Marengo, concludedé%oﬁnty Exten

sion Director Don ering.




POND IS NEW—Robert Durr, Williamsburg area farmer, and
Rick Cordes, Soil Conservationist, look over some of the
conservation practices that won the regional new cooper-

ator award for Dur

vation contest.

in the annual soil conser-
The pond in.back of the men has been

stocked with fish and has a 'swimming beach although this

soil conservationist.
There are about 93 acres
converted to pasture from
cropland according to their
recommendations.

Durr has put 84 acres into
contours, 25 acres in strip crop-
ping, about an acre in waterways,
does about 50 acres in mulch
or minimum tillage and has
venovated about 106 acres of
pasture according to Cordes’
figures.

Durr who had rented one farm
for 13 years and another for one
year before it was sold, now has
45 head of stock cows and feeds

four to five hundred head of hogs
bought as feeder pigs.

The Durrs have a son Steve
who lives at home and works for
Ed Folkmann, a daughter Linda
who lives in Williamsburg, and a
grandson Dale, who makes his
home with them.

is not sanded as yet. The slopes on either side of the

. pond and in back center stretching toward the far hill top

were covered with brush and trees which the Durrs removed
before planting crops. A small creek flows through the
center background. Some trees were left on purpose but
have now been hit by Dutch elm disease. 3
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Receive Conservation Awards

RECEIVE AWARDS—Harold Sherman, right, presented plaques to these men for their
participation in soil conservation work. Left to right are Jay Roller, owner, Norman King,
tenant in the owner-tenant division; Harold Bezoni, Williamsburg community school in-
siructor winner in the teacher division; Kenneth Dawson, long time cooperator, all win-
ners in the county contest, and Robert Durr, new cooperator winner in both county and
region. Sherman, chairman of the county Soil Conservation District, made the awards at
the annual dinner Oct. 21 at the Presbyterian church here.
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Care Needed To

|

Caring for a farm pond is
much like caring for the home.
It takes continual care and main-_

tenance to keep a pond in top

condition.

Richard J. Cordes, district
conservationist, Jowa County Soil
Conservation District, says a
pond should be inspected fre-
quently. Some of the problems
to look for are wave action,

erosion, livestock or rodent dam-
age, debris around the inlet, and
undesirgble tree growth. Prompt
action when any of these hazards
are noticed may avoid costly
major repair later he advises.

Wave action and other
erosion around a pond can
usually be controlled by
vegetation such as Reed®s
canary grass if established
soon enough. If this type of
damage is not repaired
quickly, a more expensive
remedy such as riprap or
rock fill is needed he con-
tinued.

Livestock can severely dam-
age the grass cover on an earth
fill dam by overgrazing. Often,
the lush growth on the dam makes
excellent pasture and grazing
helps control weed and tree
growth if practiced in modera-
tion. Mowing the area around a
pond also discourages weeds and
trees and promotes a dense sod.
Periodic fertilization will en-
courage alushgrass cover around
the pond.

The roots of water-loving
trees can cause damage tostruc-
ture drainage systems and spill-
ways Cordes explained. A1l woody
growth should be controlled for
a distance of 30 feet from the
toe of the fill or any of the spill-
ways.

Any debris left near the spill-
way after a rain should be re-
moved as soon as possible. A
few minutes spent doing this may
eliminate many costly hours
needed to clear a clogged pipe .
Cordes said.

Muskrats can cause
severe damage to the
earth fill. Whenever musk-
rat activity is found, steps
should be taken to dis-
courage them.

Whatever type of maintenance
is needed, Cordes said, the local
soil conservation district will be
glad to give assistance. Contact
them early for work to be done
next year.

Tree Orders

Should Be Made |

For Plantings

Iowa county land owners de-
siring to plant any trees next
spring should make their order
out by February to assure de-
livery of the species preferred
says Richard Cordes, soil con-
servation service.

There are various seedling
species of evergreens and decid-
uous trees available from the
State Forest Nursery, Ames, for
a minimal cost. A minimum of
500 plants may be ordered with
a minimum of 250 plants per
species. The exception to this
is black walnut with.a minimum
of 50 and a maximum of 1,500
species.

A special wildlife packet is
available which contains 250
plants including 50 evergreens,
50 ninebark, 25 honeysuckle, 50
dogwood, 25 multiflora rose, and
50 other plants beneficial to wild-
life. Illustrative suggestions for
odd areas and farm pond plant-
ings will be furnished with each
order. The wildlife packet may be
ordered without meeting the 500
plant minimum.

Order forms for the trees
may be obtained from the con-
servation officer, Soil Conserva-
tion Service office, county ex-
tension director, or the ASCS
office.

eep Pond Effective

Qo Srbne  12-9-70

Some idea of how a drainage problem was solved on the Ahrens
estate farm a mile west of Conroy can be gained from this picture. A |
dam was constructed to collect water from a 52-acre area. When the
pond is full it will be 12 feet deep and will cover 114 acres. The over-
flow pipe five feet from the top of the dam is 15 inches in diameter
and flows directly into a tile. The dam contains 6265 cubic feet of dirt
and is 400 feet long. Construction was carried out by the Iowa Countyb
Soil Conservation service.
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Siltation Is New

‘  [Soil Stewardship
Problem Facing

Week Is May 16-13 el futnc

5209

Towa Lake Board

i
t

’ Many Iowa county, residents and ‘
| visitors have been enjoying the !
‘recreation facilities and the beauty !

' that Lake Towa has
(its construction in 1963.

vided since

Soil stewardship responsibility
is shifting from the man behind the |

uction, however,
was given to
isequent de-

struction of the
In 1969, the Io

{
3

Conser-

| vation board realizing possible
I'destrucmon of the lake and its po- |

tential for recreation and wildlife,
requested assistance from the Soil |

i Conservation service in the appli-

{use in Towa is unique. Over 95% of

| cation of conservation practices.
i The subsequent

study showed
Ithat approximately 40,000 ecubic
|yards of sediment had aceumu-
ilated in Upper Lake Iowa since

tractor to the man behind the desk.

Wilson T. Moon, state conserva-
tionist, U.S. Soil Conservation Ser-
vice, in commenting on Soil Stew-
ardship week, May 16-23, said the
bounty of the land is shared by
urban and rural people alike. The
responsibility, he said, for the land
therefore falls not only on farmers
who make up less than seven per-
cent of our population but also on
the 93 percent in towns and cities.

Moon said the pattern of land

the nearly 36 million acres is de-
voted to agriculture making it one
of the three highest states in the
pation in percent of total land ‘area
used for agricultural purposes.
The 100 Soil Conservation dis-
tricts of Towa are now equipped to
aid all of the state’s land users.

Two of the projects are in opera-
tion. They include the seven-
licounty Southern Iowa Resource
' Conservation and Development
| project whose chairman is Charles
'Ehm, Creston; ‘and the Chariton
| Valley Resource Conservation and
Development project, chaired by
Ollie Kaldenbert, Albia.

The third project consisting of
five counties in extreme northeast
Iowa is called the Upper Explorer-
land Resource Conservation and
Development project. The ichair-
man of this project is Ralph Fitz-
gerald, Cresco. x

Moon noted soil stewlardship as
it relates to the total environment
is an opportunity for total involve-
ment by all citizens of Towa. Many |
of the rchurches throughout the
state are planning special observ-
-ances to highlight the stewardship

1965. This left approximately
20,000 cubic yards of storage avail-
i able above the causeway.

_ During the study it was determ-
ined that the conservation needs
| within the watershed were 72,000 |

As of July 1, 1970, the Towa law
was amended to include cities and
towns in Soil Conservation dis-
tricts.

The Soil Conservation Service |
furnishing technical assistance to !

{ioblitg‘ations of all people.

6’-&31;:/7.; K.
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teet of terraces, 790 acres of con- | istri i i ! { andi .

S g e 1 con- | districts is now working not only | low Jse Is Unique — — .
gouum » 508 acres of stripcropping, with individual land owners but WL Sy &%U 9 2 ,
%,'52 alclre!s of pasture improvement, | with groups of people, govern- RN - A ‘] ’

\Bve livestock ponds, 5.2 miles of mental units, and even groups of SAS &
| waterways, 6,000 feet of livestock counties. . ‘1l

watering pipelines, four erosion
control dams, and six windbreaks.
The total estimated cost came to
approximately $70,000.

A meeting was held between the
‘land’ owners, county conservation
thoard, ASCS and SCS to decide
whal_: ‘could be done to control soil
erosion within the lake watershed.
The ASCS applied for approval of
a stges%:fi -prl(iject within the lake
! watershed a owir;‘g for 80% gov- Iowa Conservation commission
flll‘nm‘e:: 'costh{xamng for estahlish- during 1970 requested assistance
img rg rmanen ba:gge’oatwe cover, from 25 Soil Conservation distriicts
wa%)e« VS&J%%I ﬁmta‘lse t(;):rer to mla-kfe agll dnvegtory and ofilvalua-

: , ) aces tion o e sediment producing '
‘ fggn control mcwms’ and. areas fin these state-owned lake |

m_‘snoff‘ ;_..cc')ni i 3 watersheds. The districts gave the
= andSﬁmhas %e Proqecwa-s : : Conservation commission an esti-
B o gan_ ect for_ the mate of the total cost of the land

years. During thlsitlme, treatment recommended on nine |
work has been completed or start- watersheds.
ed on two farm ponds, 60 acres of

An example of the close coope-
ration between local, state .and
federal agencies is demonstrated
in work being carried out in the
watersheds of state-owned lakes.
Large amounts of sediment reach-
ing state lakes from wurban and
rural areas was rapidly deterio-
rating some of the lakes for fish-
ing, swimming, boating, and other
forms of water recreation. The

Responsibility

A PR

i 1M s 7
watersheds of state-owned lakes.
Large amounts of sediment
reaching state lakes from urban
and rural areas was rapidly de-
teriorating some of the lakes
for fishing, swimming, boating
and other forms of water recre-
ation. By
The Iowa Conservation Com=
mission during 1970 requested
assistance from 25 soil con-
servation districts to make an
inventory and evaluation of the
sediment producing areas in
these state-owned lake:' water-
sheds. The districts gave the

Soil s,téﬁa{idship responsibil-
ity is shifting from the man
behind the tractor to the man
behind the desk.

Wilson T. Moon, state con-
servationist, U. S. Soil Conser=-
vation Service, in commenting on
Soil Stewarig;ii(;’) Week, May 16-
23, said the bounty of the land
is shared by urban and rural
people alike. The responsibility,
he said, for the land therefore
falls not only on farmers who
make up less than seven percent

Inventories will be | of our po q{at_ion but also on the
93 reen

| striperopping, one erosion control
,structure, 80 acres of contouring,
1 10,000 feet of terraces are planned,
jsome of which have been construct-
led. 9,950 feet of waterway shaping

made on the remainder of the |
lakes in the future. Soil Conserva-
tion Service personnel assisted
local Soil Conservation districts

-in developing the inventory and

evaluation and these will serve
as the basis for a coordinated plan

conservation commission an
estimate of the total cost of the
land treatment recommended on .
mifre watersheds. 3  Rind
Inventories will be'made on
the remainder of the lakes’in'the

i has been started along with 22,850
queet of waterway tile. g
[ If us.huped that this special pro-
!Jc?)gtﬁr’lgli 80% cost-sharing will be Conservation ‘'and Development
continued until all needed conser- projects in Iowa representing 15[
Zg'mon practices have been install- counties. The goal of these pro-|
Eag jects is to raise their economic |
: level through conserviation and '
development of the communities’
natural resources. This commun- :
ity effort, Moon said, is creating
an attiude of unprecedented co-
! operation among people working
together on mutual resource prob-
lems.

future. SCS personnel @ssisted
local soil districts in developing
the inventory and evaluatign and
these will serve as the basis for
a coordinated plan to ﬂg/fevent
further deterioration. ...

- There are now three resource
conservation and development
projects in.lowa representing 15
counties. The goal of these pro-
jects is to raise their economic
level through conservation and
development of the communities’

to prevent further deterioration. |
There are now three Resource |

11 ; technical
“tricts is now
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;Soil Conservation \
Speech Contestto
Be Held April 16

| Contestants are now being ac-
| cepted for participation in the 1971
{ Soil Conservation Speech ct_)ntesfc.
| The statewide contest which is
sponsored on the local level by t.!he
Jowa County Soil Co.nse.rv‘atxon
district, is open to all junior and
senior high school students in the
county. : : :
The topic for this year's contest
will be “Soil and Water Mani@e- ‘
ment Benefits My Community. ‘
The local contest will be held at
'the Williamsburg town hall, April
|16 at 7:30 p.m. The winner of the
‘local contest will advance tq‘the
regional competition which will be
“held in June or July. _
The first, second, and third
place winner of Yhe local contest
will each receive a plaque gnd
$15.00, $10.00 and $5.00 _re_;spsectlvg-
ly. Each additional participant will
receive $2.00. 2 :
Anyone interested in entering the
| Conservation Speech contest may
obtain information from, tx‘r_le-»quilA‘
Conservation Service office 1n
Williamsburg. All youths, whether
rural or urban are encouraged to
enter the contest.

e ——
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Tom Séhlesseliﬁcn
Places Second in

Conservation Contest
Joan Cronbaugh of Marengo was

'named winner of the Towa County

Soil Conservation District Speech
contest. The tifle of her speech was
“Soil and Water Management
Benefits My Community.”’
Joan will advance to the regional
ontest to be beld in June or July

where she will compete with seve: ver-

al other district winners.
Second place honors went to To:
Schlesselman of Willilaljﬁl%mrg. ;
They each received a plaque and
$20 and $15 for first and second
place prizes. MY
S

-

{
|

Soil Conservation Speech
Contest Plans Announced

Area Students Will
Play In Cornell Concert

The 31-member Cornell col-
lege wind ensemble will pre-
sent its third concert of the
season Monday, Mar. 20 at 8
p.m. in King Chapel. The pro-
gram is open to the public at no
admission charge.

Taking part will be John
Schoenfelder, Marengo, and
Bernadine Feller, Victor, both
baritone horn.

Dr. Jesse G. Evans, profes-
sor of music, is director of the
group, which consists of wood-
wind, brass and percussion
players chosen by audition. It
was formed last fall as a suc-
cessor to the concert band, a

Contestants are now being
accepted for participation in
the 1972 Soil Conservation
speech contest. The statewide
contest, sponsored on the local
level by the county Soil Con-
servation district, and
Patrons Mutual Insurance as-
sociation, Williamsburg, is
open to all junior and senior
high school students in the
county.

Topic for the contest will be
YBetter Soil and Water Con-
servation Through Commun-
ity Action”.

The local contest will be held
at the Williamsburg city hall
Apr. 14 at 7: 30 p.m. Winner of
the local contest will advance

. larger group for which no

auditions were required.

to the regional competition in
June or July.

First, second and third

ace winners of the local con-
test will each receive a plaque

‘and $15, $10 and $5 respective-
‘ly. Each additional partici-
pant will receive $2.

Anyone interested in enter-
ing the contest may obtain in-
formation from the Soil Con-
servation Service office, Wil-
liamsburg. All youths, ruralor
urban, are encouraged to en-

, ter the contest.

. MM,,J’JJ-W

Winners Name
In"SCS R
Art Contest

Winning entries of the Iowa
county soil conservation contest
were Bonnie MecGrew, HLV;
Linda Lockridﬁe,.,English( Val-
leys; and Shelley Risdon, Wil=
liamsburg. They . placed . first,
second, and third respectively
in the high school level.

Nancy Voss, Williamsburg
community school; Mark Logan,
English Valleys; and Jon Rath-
jen, Iowa Valley, placed first,
second, and third respectively
in the elementary level.

The winners will each re-
ceive a plaque and $20, $15,
and $10 for first, second and
third place in the high school
level and $7.50, $5, and $3 for
the elementary level.

English- Valleys, Williams-
burg, Iowa Valley, .and HLV .
schools were each represented
by  contestants. The? cembined
entries from the schools-tdtaled
over400. 2% sentefad

Judges were Mrs.-!Wayne
Stanerson, LarryAurichandRick
Cordes. ¢

‘.
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Quoncer, - Reputbcan Quly 24, 1477
Klein-Carrol Shaull, and David
Stevens. Mrs. Irene Ford, HLV;

was chosen as the o
‘conservation teacher.

ti

Iﬂ a county winners in the
Des M'qhes Register and Tribune
conservation awards program
were Raymond Britton, Kenneth

- N

Wateithed Projects

‘Are A Source of

ral Water Supply

ceiving increased acceptance as a
successful erosion control measure.
The use of underground conduits
to remove surface water ponded in
depressions :above terraces permits
construction of essentially parallel
terrace systems that can be effi-
ciently farmed with modern equip-
ment on hilly and rolling topo-
graphy. These terraces are design-
ed to icontain and to temporarily
store the rainfall from @& 10 year
frequency storm in planned pond-
age areas, where most of the sedi-
ment is deposited and the excess
water is safely discharged in a 24 |
to 48 hour period through subsur-
face drain outlets. Within the ter-
race interval, with time, the na-
tural erosion and deposition process
that takes place tends to smooth
and level the topography.

(Although most of the soil is re-
tained, some sediment is lost with
the discharged water. Litile quanti-
tative information is available on
soil and water loswes firom tile
outlet terraces even though they
have received wide use.

Major factors affecting soil and
water loss from: water pondaje
areas around tile outlets are inflow |

sponsors a state wide conserva-

categories,; division I, owner-

with tile outlets are re- |

‘Each year the newspaper

on awards program to recog-

. nize individuals with outstanding
achievement in conservation.

The farmer divisionhas three

have taught and promoted con
vation through their clas:s‘r¢

County winners will
to regional competit;
 they will be judged :
" county winners in

e rn——

‘Redul Soil Losses.
From Tile Qutlets

N/

|

Used with Terraces

-communities are looking to the
small watershed program for mun-
icipal and industrial water.

Corning, Alfton, Creston, Leon,
Decature City, Lamoni and Osce-
ola, which all face a quality water
supply problem, have joined other
local sponsoring groups in plan-
nig watershed projects for water-
shed protection, flood prevention,
municipal water supply, recrea-
tion' development, and a land treat-
ment program. The towns will get
their water supplies by adding ad-
ditional capacity to single pur-
pose flood-control structures. Sev-
eral of these structures will also
incorporate additional storage for
recreational use. This makes com-
i plete use of the potential structure
site for flood prevention, recreation
and water supply.

An adequate supply of igood qual-
ity water is essential to any com-
munity, large or smiail, not only for
future economic growth, but to
satisfy present demands. The need
for water is constantly rising due

/Ito the population growth, migra-

tion to urban centers, greater per
capita consumption for domestic
use, and -expanding industrial

and outflow rates of both soil and |needs. Many communities through-

water to and from the pondage

area and the water retention time |

in the pondage area. {

As water reaches the pondage ||

area, the flow wvelocity drops dras-
tically and sediment in suspension
begins to settle out. The larger
particles settle out first, and de-
pending on the retention time and
the distance the sediment must
fall before it reaches the tile out-
let, only the finer particles are dis-
charged through the tile outlet.
Soil loss was measured at four
locations in Iowa. The terrace
systems have been in continous
row crop with management by the
farm operator. The annual soil
loss ranged from 42 to 924 pounds
per acre with 80% occurring during !
May to July. ‘Of the 15,752 pounds
of soil per acre, estimated to loe
delivered to the pondage areas,
only 624 pounds per acre were lost.
Under given conditions, tile outlet
terraces can reduce the expected
average annual soil loss by ap- |
Pproximately 96%. |
As the study shows, soil 1osses!
have been significantly reduced by
the use of tile outlet terraces.
. Condensed from a report pre-
sented to the American Society of |
Agricultural Engineers by J. M.
Laflen, H. P. Johnson, and R. C:
Reeve.

-

out the nation as well as Towa have
[come to realize that their water
supplies are inadequate as a re-
jsult of seascnal droughts, deple-
ition of groundwater wsupply, in-
creasing demands, and other fae-
jtors. Too often, little attention is
given to this important problem
until shortage is imminent. Smaill
watershed projects carried out
under the Watershed Protection
and Flood Prevention act (Publie:
Law 566) have proven:'to be sue-
cessful means—ef helping to pro-
'vide the needed water supply.

A - i, A
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The people of several rural Iowa

el

_terrace interval, with time,

| tion process that takes place
' tends to smooth and level

f- . )
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Soil Losses From-
Tile Outlet Terraces
B i Y e
Terraces with tile outlets’
are receiving increased ac-
ceptance as a successful ero-
sion control measure. The
use of underground conduits to
remove surface water ponded
in depressions above terraces
permits construction of es-
sentially parallel terrace sys-
tems that can be efficiently
farmed with modern equipment
on hilly and rolling topogra-
phy. These terraces are de-
signed to contain and to
temporarily store the rainfall
from a 10 year frequency
storm in planned pondage
areas, where most of the sedi-
ment is deposited and the
excess water is safely dis-
charged in a 24 to 48 hour
period through subsurface
drain outlets. Within the

the natural erosion and deposi-

the topography.
Although most of the soil is
retained, some sediment is
lost with the discharged water.
Little quantitative information
is available on soil and water
losses from tile outlet terraces ',
even though they have receiv-
ed wide use. . ]
Major factors affecting soil

and water loss from water i
pondage areas around tile out-
lets are inflow and outflow -
rates of both soil and water

to and from the pondage area
and the water retention time
in the pondage area.

As water reaches ‘the pond- -
age area, the flow velocity !
drops drastically and sediment |
in suspension begins to settle
out. The larger particles settle
out first, and depending on the
retention time and the dis-
tance the sediment must fall
before it reaches the tile
outlet, only the finer particles
are discharged throngh the
tile outlet,

Soil loss was measured at
four locations in Iowa. The
terrace systems have been in
continuous row crop with
management by the farm oper-
ator. The annual soil loss
ranged from 42 to 924 pounds
per acre with 80% occuring
during May to July. Of the
15, 752 pounds of soil per
acre, estimated to be de-
livered to the pondage areas, .
only 624 pounds per acre were
lost. Under given conditions,
tile outlet terraces can reduce
the expected average annual
soil loss by approximately i
96%.

As the study shows, seil
losses have been significantly
reduced by the use of tile
outlet terraces. ‘

i Elimination of an eight-fsot gulley and the construction of a farm

i pond has been comﬁleted by the Jowa Co. Seil Conservation service for
| Roland Holden on the Von Ahsen farm, southeast of Williamsburg*.;:i‘,'lle

2

f pond will contain about two acres of water and will drain a watershed
of 61.dcres. A 12 inch pipe fo allow excess water to discharge has been
installed in the dam to keep the water-level at a uniform depth.

'g-m(,c'b_n 4«6 3 %%éﬁéﬂc

-,

/G - 7:3 7!.
e T



Towa C:. Advertiser - R....g,,a' ,?,”
DEPARTMENT  OF SOIL CONSERVATION —
- State of lo TICE OF EL RE-

~_SULT OF CmMISSIONERS OF IOWA COUNTX
- SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT.

~ TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED NOTICE IS

"HEREBY GIVEN: That the tablilations set out be-
low ‘give a full, correct, and true report of

. result of an election of commissioners for the lo

LCounty Soil Conservation District held on the d

ay of August, 1971.

NAMES OF ALL CANDIDATES VOTES REC'D

.sj“geith Enochson, Hilton Precinct 103
avid McCartney, Dayton Precinct 70
i A,Vernon Sandersfeld, lowa Precinct 88

Jerry Timm, Hartford Precinct 85
= TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELEC. 346

Departmeqt of Soil Conservation. -

| JOUR l..
WILLIAMEBURG. 10

THURSDAY, AUG. 12, 1971

" CONSERVATION
State of Iowa

'NOTICE OF ELECTION RESULT
' OF COMMISSIONERS OF IOWA
' COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION
DISTRICT.

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED,
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:

i Candidates

That the tabulations set out below

| give a full, correct, and true report
. of the result of an election of co:

missioners for the Iowa (County Soil
Conservation District held on the
3rd day of August, 1971 2
Name of - No. of Votes
Received
Keith Enochson,

Hilton precinet __.___________ 103
David McCartney,

Dayton precinet ___..__..____ 70

Vernon Sandeﬂ‘srfeld
“Towa ] inct

...............

"-z.rf--’ ----- ; --‘:I y 85
Total Votes Cast in Election __ 346

J.t{aiuf/i/ lﬁiﬁ“m il

Uprlghts a
er side &
ector.

glﬂy Acres Will Have Terraces

.

~ DEPARTTMENT OF SO,

T VseToa fclwag f//z/// Disneer- kafw(&:

| NAMES OF ALL
| CANDIDATES VOTES RECEIVED

G- 16-7/

iton township there will be about eighty acres terraced. The
sre completed in August. There were about 15, 000 feet in the
and Schnebbe is planning to do. another"f‘g' '

center left and right are surface i
1 grass back sloped on the terraces

3
AR,
ka1 T i PR T
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DEPARTMENT OF SOIL CON
VATION
State of Iowa
NOTICE OF ELECTION RESULT
OF COMMISSIONERS OF IOWA
COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION
DISTRICT
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED,
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
‘That the tabulations set out
below give a full, correct, and
true report of the result of an
election of commissioners for
the Iowa County Soil Conserva-
tion District held on the 3rd day
of August, 1971.

: electegrgug. 3, durmg vm' at
the Iowa county b ¢:1 1 SO o
‘Candidates and . their votes
were Keith Enochson, Hilton, 103
votes; David McCartney, Dayton,
70; Vernon Sandersfeld, Iowa,
88' Jerry Tlmm, Hartford, 85.
»’I‘hefre were 346 votes cast.

NO. OF

Keith Enochson, ‘
Hilton Precinct ==-=---=103 |
David McCartney, ©
Dayton Precinct
Vernon Sandersfeld,
Iowa Precinct
Jerry Timm,
Hartford Precinct
TOTAL VOTES CAST IN :
ELECTION: 346 ; g
DEPARTMENT OF SOIL CON-
SERVATION

g A

A@S—When’ terrace work is completed in future on the Carl Schnebbe =
terraces

3
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DEPARTMENT . E SOIL CONSERV TION —
State of lowa '— NOTICE OF ELECTION RE-
7 SULT OF COMMISSIONERS OF IOWA COUNTY
‘w.'"’“SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT.

~ TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED NOTICE IS
"HEREBY GIVEN: That the tablilations set out be-
low ‘give a full, correct, and true report of ;he
esult of an electlon of commissioners for the 1o
ounty Soil Conservation District held on the 3?d
ay of August, 1971.

. NAMES OF ALL CANDIDATES VOTES REC'D

"Kelth Enochson, Hilton Precinct 1= 03
David McCartney, Dayton Precinct 70

~ Vernon Sandersfeld, lowa Precinct 88

~ Jerry Timm, Hartford Precinct 85
~ TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELEC. 346

Department of Soil Conservation. -~ =

'©®  JOURNAL-TRIBU
| W'LLIAMBBURG. IWA 5
‘_ THURSDAY, AUG. 12, 1971

| DEPARTTMENT OF smﬁ;j
| " CONSERVATION
State of Iowa

NOTICE OF ELECTION RESULT

| OF COMMISSIONERS OF IOWA

COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION
1DISTRICT

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED,
‘NO’I“ICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:

That the tabulations set out below

| give a full, correct, and true report

of the result of an election of com-

missioners for the Iowa County Soil
Conservation District held on the
3rd day of August, 1971

Name of * No. of Votes
! Candidates Received
Keith Enochson, .
Hilton precinet __.________._. 103
David McCartney,
Dayton precinet ______...__. - 70
Vernon Sandecrsfeld .
“Towa 1 88
rJerry Tir Hartford, L

Total Votes Cast in Electlon _. 346

WAR CHANT |

|

Red Running i
flood's

HLV Varsity Girls Track "
began Feb. 28. There were 1
18 girls out at the 1st practice. | |

The returning letterman are ;
Jill Hawkins, Jan Fetzer, and
Carolyn Maschmann as seniors,
Christel Brown, Mary Brugge-
man, Debbie Butler, Judy = *
Rhinehart, and Cindy Ward'z
juniors, Virginia DeMeulén

aere, Sue Feller, Connis - whagp 16 lthalf to 2 y 5
. Rhinehart, and Alicia Simpson | _ L2Ale second ﬁﬂlf BGM:ut
as sophomores, to withineight points once,

but the Warriors kept their
poise and pulled ahead by
17 with three and a half g
minutes to go and held on }
for a 15 point win,

The Warriors once again
went to their bench for help
and Steve Schultz responded

Also these girls are out, Barb
Cooney, Dena DeMeulenaere,
Debbie Healey, Rhonda Heit-

mann, Kathi Koble, Brenda
- Landuyt, and Joyce Rhmelﬁrt
- On March 11, the girls will go
to the Drake'Indoor Meet. The
girls will only have 2 wéeks of

_ practice for this meet but they with 11 points and Niles- bbe is planning to do anothert 3,0
~ feel thatitisa good-practice Fruendt with 6. Reggie ' Uprights a center left and right are surface m

L SR R

- - - A Dietze had 20 and Lee Border

er side

1

At

= B N

| below give a full, correct, and

| NAMES OF ALL :
| CANDIDATES VOTES RECEIVED

ﬁ /aﬁz 7&&44[ , 5'//»2//"/ Pesnea -Repoakbicors

TION RESULTS

DEPARTMENT OF SOIL CONSER-

VATION

State of Iowa

NOTICE OF ELECTION RESULT

OF COMMISSIONERS OF IOWA

COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION

DISTRICT

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED,

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
‘That the tabulations set out

true report of the result of an
election of commissioners for
the Iowa County Soil Conserva-
tion District held on the 3rd day
of August, 1971.

NO. OF
Keith Enochson,

David McCartney, =

Dayton Precinct ------ 70
Vernon Sandersfeld,

Iowa Precinct --------- 88
Jerry Timm, i

Hartford Precinct ------ 85
TOTAL VOTES CAST IN 4

ELECTION: 346

DEPARTMENT OF SOIL CON-
SERVATION . '

Eig Acres Will Have Terraces

Hilton Precinct v,-“"ﬁ-—-- 103 |

—‘\) # b et "L{
.l" —_

IO

\.

S/J-é/?l
Soil Conservalion
CGom missioneﬁ""
4 Elected

mmissioners for tb!:ounty
soi rconserVatlon district were
elected Aug. 3, during voﬁlg at
the Iowa county fair, - fege -
‘Candidates and . their votes
were Keith Enochson, Hilton, 103
votes; David McCartney, Dayton,
70; Vernon . Sandersfeld, Iowa,
88- Jerry Tlmm, Hartford, 85.

\ Thex'e were 346 votes cast.

kgl

FR A@S—When‘ terrace work is completed in future on the Carl Schnebbe
n townshlp there will be about eighty acres terraced. Th

: i re completed in August. There were about 15, ()00 feet in the 1 te '
F%nd Schne o

terraces
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Honored "For Conservation Practices

AWARDED PLAQUES—Iowa county soil conservation dis-
trict held its annual awards mght at Colony Village last
Wednesday night with honors going to winners in four di-
vmons for top conservation practices. The Raymond

ittons, Parnell, left, won the long time cooperator di-

§ the Carroll Shaulls, Millersbh \

i ) urg, won the operator w;;k last

aﬂ& t _}(enneth Kleins, Cedar Rapids, right, the owner old Mﬂmﬂ%;glﬂ‘;{?::;gﬂz‘& ees & - . .
' president : o e :

conservation association.

leﬁ,. standing, won the teacher award. Not present was
Dayld Stev.en.s who won the new cooperator division. Linda
Triggs, Williamsburg teacher, talked on the fall teachers

diversion terrace- 9
ponds and 300 1000 feet
i
i Klem-Sha;ull farm,)xs
M | 153 acres of hich 48 aere
ers in three farm di- to criteria guidelines Car .'ntoured, ] strlp. ]
i and one teacher were by contest Sponsorsg

d plagues at the an-  Moines Register aig me e is used. f : ‘
punty soil conservation and the Iowa Farm A
ment award program Register.

3t a banquet Wednesday

. U - ,'A‘ y & (o l“ ,»‘I/AJ : v
night, Oct. 20 at Colony Vil- Fggeiggﬂggchw e AR ~ : \]Vgﬁ s

laﬁ Soil Conservation -:)’
se honored were Ray-
mhnd Britton, Parnell, long fllggfsrl:u rgRol))’a nlﬁf;‘?
v perator | divisi. slides of his Eure
¥iKlein, Cedar Rap- of banking instit
_Carroll Shaull, North Linda Triggs, W =
iin owner-tenant di- teacher, told abou
: ' periences at cons
Ford, °i’{°ﬁ’v‘”f‘(§§£he?‘iﬁ camp_this last sum
Luther College sald

Cordes,  SCS dlStI‘l i &Y
Ford, an elementary servationist. :
_is also a regional Cordes  outlined "€
vation practices used b
a_regional dinner ners in the vanousﬁgg
ard in that divisi :
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These mdwnduals were hon&?ed at the lowa comw

ﬂ'us week near

own anvq;iﬂ rent the Klein i
" acres, Where conservation @

ofo_" :Doris McCartney, Mllle‘?buu

soil cwsewafhn awards prggram
left to rlg iy F

WILLIAMSBURG — 'nie \
county soil conservation aws
weré~ ‘presented on Wednesd

one awanﬂfo
ime cooperator w;
|eartied by Mr. and Mrs. -Ray-
'monid" Britton of Parnell, who
farms §04 acres, 1mproved by
consefyation plans. 4
Th;ﬁ:wner-operator
two aw_ajzds were sharé

of Cedar Raplds
Shaulls f: - 200 acres of

&

forts in the past three ye
have been in progress.

of Marengo, won the divigit
thr I a new cooperatog
ico! tion practices. Stey
|boughts a 120 acres in r

yeagnd rents anothe
acre; P
! A ed a citation SEHEE
|yearg 4o the SCS organization
\was'H old Sherman of Ladora,
retiring chairman. : ‘

|
Linda Triggs, of leha'ms-‘
burg, reported on the teachers

j;ofor Ketm‘&

lowa Farm
City Week

Governor Robert D. Ray has

proclaimed Nov. 19 to 25 as
Iowa Farm-City Week.

In signing the proclamation,

he urged "all citizens of
Iowa, whether urban or rural,
to recognize the good quality

of Iowa life" and "to wotk year

round to continue to improve
our good Iowa living,"
The Iowa Farm-City Com-

mittee is urging groups through-

out the state to devise programs
and meetings to insure a cooper-
ative effort "to truly make Iowa

a place to grow."
Fred White, chairman of

the Iowa County Soil Conserva-

tion District, says that Farm-
City Week provides an excel-
lent opportunity for rural and
urban people to get together
and plan for community de-

velopment, It also serves as a

reminder that all people depend
on soil and water resources, and

everyone has a responsibility in |

saving those resources, White
says. A

1/35/71 M//iumséwy '7 73

bol

pine

g

:;L"Li r/‘w],l % ‘7""1 bu. e /"'é‘ 577 ?\).
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Pionece-Ppublican j-27.72

Iowa county farmers inter-
ested in tile inlet terraces are
encouraged to attend a ter-
race tour Jan. 27.

Grassed Dbackslope ter-

. races, broadbase terraces on
a steep field slope and broad-
base terraces:on a flat field
slope will be observed. Ac-
cording to Rick Cordes, dis-
trict conservationist, on€ of
the three examples should be
typical to most situations.

Tour will begin at Soil -
Conservation Service office in
Williamsburg at 1: 15 p.m. De-
pending on the number at-
tending, travel arrangements
will try to be provided.

: ;,’—Oul"'f\a\““w]”(‘lb\i\'\(_ 2-3-73

Postpone Terrace
‘Tour Thursday Due
To Heavy Snow Fall

The Sou Conservation service
tour, planned for last Thursday,
wals postponed-to some undeterm-

lined date. The snow storm raging

at that time made it impossible to
view the grassed back slope ter-
races, broadbase terraces on a
steep field, and similar terraces
on a flat, :ﬁleld Aiccording to Rick
Cordes, district conservationist, a
date wnJil be set when weather and
field conditions are favorable for
such a tour.
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—Gazette photo by Al Swegle
Six farmers and the lowa county conservation board had. a hand in establishing a tile
outlet terrace system which drains through this concrete structure. Rick Cordes of Wil
liamsburg, lowa county soil district conservation, pictured standing by.the structure, said
the project would help control erosion from a 690-acre area which drains into Lake lowa
west of Williamsburg.

Terraces With Tile Outlets
Accepted For Erosion Control

Terraces with tile outlets
are receiving increased ac-
ceptance as a successful ero-

sion control measure says . .

Rick Cordes, soil conservas
tion service.

Use of underground con-
duits to remove surface water
ponded in depressions above
terraces - permits construc-
tion of essentially parallel ter-
race systems that can be effi-
ciently farmed with modern
equipment on hilly and rolling
topography. These terraces
are designed to contain and to
temporarily store the rainfall
from a ten year frequency
storm in  planned pondage
areas, where most of the sedi-
ment is deposited and the ex-
cess water is~ safely dis-
charged in a 24 to 48 hour
period through subsurface
drain outlets. Within the ter-
race interval, with time, nat-
ural erosion and deposition
process that takes place tends
to smooth and level the topo-
graphy.

Although most of the soil is
retained, some sediment is
lost with discharged water.
Little gquantitative informa-
tion is available on soil and
water losses from tile outlet
terraces even though they
have received wide use. '

Major factors affecting soil

and water loss from water

pondage areas around tile out-
lets are inflow and outflow
rates of both soil and water to
and from the pondage area
and water retention time in
pondage area. 1

As water reaches pondage
area, flow velocity dropsdras-
tically and sediment in sus:
pension begins to settle out
Cordes explained.

Larger particles settle out
first, and depending on reten-
tion time and distance sedi-
ment must fall before it
reaches tile outlet, only the
finer particles are discharged
through the tile outlet.

Soil loss was measured at
four locations in Iowa. Ter-
race systems have been in
continuous row crop with
management by farm oper-
ator. Annual soil loss ranged
from 42 to 924 pounds per acre
with 80 percent occurring
during May to July. Of the
15,752 pounds of soil per acre,
estimated to be delivered to
the pondage areas, only 624
pounds per acre were lost. Un-
der given conditions, tile out-
let terraces can reduce the ex-
pected average annual soil
loss by approximately 96 per-
cent.

As the study shows, soil
losses have been significantly
reduced by the use of tile out-
let terraces Cordes added.
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rmers Fight

y‘.‘LIAMSBURG — A two
r educational campaign to
encourage farmers to control
erosion in the Lake Iowa wa-
tershed is paying off.

Six farmers have joined to-
gether with the Jowa county
conservation board to install a
tile outlet terrace system, and
eight of the 11 farmers in the
1,015 acre watershed are
doing conservation work.

Already more than seven
miles of tile have been laid
and nearly two miles of wa-
terway has been shaped. An-
other mile of tile will be laid
next year before the project is
complete.

The conservation work is
being financed by a special
Rural Environmental Assis-
t‘ance Program (REAP) under
which the federal government
cost shares 80 percent of the
cost of the project.

The one tile outlet terrace
system covers a 690 acre
drainage area. The Iowa
county conservation board is
| installing the 35 by 16 feet
concrete structure on the
upper ‘end of the lake, and
five of the six farmers al-
réady installed tile.

The tile project will be com-
pleted next year when the
berms are in place,-and soil
officials plan to shape the wa-
terway and install the remain- -
ing ftile. v ool

Here’s what the cooperators
in the project have done so
far:

—Basil Davis, Ladora, in-
stalled 200 feet of tile this
year.

—Clarence Davis, Ladora;
installed 2,800 feet of water- '
way and 11,348 feet of tile the
past two years as well as con-
structing a livestock pond.: "

—Larry Davis; Ladora, ‘in- . -

Soil Loss @

stalled 4,716 feet of tile and
1,556 feet of waterway in 1970
and 8,577 feet of tile and 520
feet of waterway in 1971.

—Lloyd - Wiebold, Williams-
and 1,750 feet of waterway in
1970 and 2,476 feet of water-
way and 4,600 feet of tile in
1971.

In addition, Larry :Schaf-
buch of Ladora plans to build
5,000 feet of tile outlet ter-
races next year, and Harry
Hawkins of Williamsburg
plans to do some tiling and
waterway shaping next year
as a part of the single project. .

Other farmers in the water-

. wfn Lake lowa Watershed

shed have also done soil con- |
servation work. Last year |

Wayne Meyer of Ladora in-
stalled 1,200 feet of terraces
and Fred Bott of Victor con-
structed a livestock pond.

Rick Cordes of Williams-
burg, Iowa county soil district
conservationist, said the ero-
sion control project was need-
ed to halt the loss of soil in
the lake. : "4

The tile outlet terrace sys-
tem. works best on long, flat,
slopes, Cordes said. The. ter-
races. eos more on steeper

race cost 22 cents a foot on a
three percent slope and. an-
other terrace cost 42 cents‘a
foot on a steeper 7 to 8 g,er-
cent slope. Vil 2 88

Cordes said he was: per-
sonally pleased with the ¢6op-
eration farmers were. giving
in the watershed the past two

slopes, Cordes said one ter- years =
JT -

-,‘s :

any
inid

ety ladners dogng
for establishing
g forests, ero-

teegs

lon conf trol or wildlife cover can
obtgin them from the state forestry
'nursery. There are various types
| of deciduous and evergreen- trees
| available. Some shrubs and a spe-

| obtained at a minimal “cost to
| landowner.

| tAccording to Clem MtdBniM
servation technician, the
packets are especially useful de-
veloping wildlife areas around farm
ponds. He continues, however, not
to plant the trees closer than 30
€ Order Masks
er: are aviailable frem

the Soil (Conservation service,
ic‘e moggéuﬁ ﬂgi?ein o
ce, on of is-
trict forester. 5 g

Other than wi
black walnut
mum order of 500 trees in multiples

e ‘packets and .

of 250 will be accepted.

T 1

| cial wildlife packet may also tg:

, & mini- 2

A
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—Gazette photo by Al Swegle

Six farmers and the lowa county conservation board had.a hand in establishing a tile
outlet terrace system which drains through this concrete structure. Rick Cordes of Wil-
liamsburg, lowa county soil district conservation, pictured standing by the structure, said
the project would help control erosion from a 690-acre area which drains into Lake lowa
west of Williamsburg.
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Terraces With Tile Outlets
Accepted For Erosion Control

Terraces with tile outlets
are receiving increased ac-
ceptance as a successful ero-

sion control measure says. .

Rick Cordes, soil conserva-
tion service.

Use of underground con-
duits to remove surface water
ponded in depressions above
terraces permits construc-
tion of essentially parallel ter-
race systems that can be effi-
ciently farmed with medern
equipment on hilly and rolling
topography. These terraces
are designed to contain and to
temporarily store the rainfall
from a ten year frequency
storm in planned pondage
areas, where most of the sedi-
ment is deposited and the ex-
cess water is- safely dis-
charged in a 24 to 48 hour
period through subsurface
drain outlets. Within the ter-
race interval, with time, nat-
ural erosion and deposition
process that takes place tends
to smooth and level the topo-
graphy.

Although most of the soil is
retained, some sediment is
lost with discharged water.
Little quantitative informa-
tion is available on soil and
water losses from tile outlet
terraces even though they
have received wide use. '

Major factors affecting soil

and water loss from water

pondage areas around tile out-
lets are inflow and outflow
rates of both soil and water to
and from the pondage area
and water retention time in
pondage area. s

As water reaches pondage
area, flow velocity dropsdras-
tically and sediment in sus:
pension begins to settle out
Cordes explained.

Larger particles settle out
first, and depending on reten-
tion time and distance sedi-
ment must fall before it
reaches tile outlet, only the
finer particles are discharged
through the tile outlet.

Soil loss was measured at
four locations in Iowa. Ter-
race systems have been in
continuous row crop with
management by farm oper-
ator. Annual soil loss ranged
from 42 to 924 pounds per acre
with 80 percent occurring
during May to July. Of the
15,752 pounds of soil per acre,
estimated to be delivered to
the pondage areas, only 624
pounds per acre were lost. Un-
der given conditions, tile out-
let terraces can reduce the ex-
pected average annual soil
loss by approximately 96 per-
cent.

As the study shows, soil
losses have been significantly
reduced by the use of tile out-
let terraces Cordes added.

&

LLIAMSBURG — A two
r educational campaign to
encourage farmers to control

i

erosion in the Lake Iowa wa- |

tershed is paying off.

Six farmers have joined ‘to-'

gether with the Towa county
conservation board te install a
tile outlet terrace system, and
eight of the 11 farmers in the
1,015 acre watershed are
doing conservation work.

Already more than seven
miles of tile have heen laid
and nearly two miles of wa-
terway has heen shaped. An-
other mile of tile will be laid
next year before the project is
complete,

The conservation work is
being financed by a special
Rural Environmental Assis-
tance Program (REAP) under
which the federal government
cost shares 80 percent of the
cost of the project.

The one tile outlet terrace
system covers a 690 acre
drainage area. The Iowa
county conservation board is
installing the 35 by 16 feet
concrete structure on the
upper ‘end of the lake, and
five of the six farmers al-
ready installed tile.

The tile project will be com-
pleted next year when the
berms are in place,-and soil
officials plan to shape the wa-

terway and install the remain- -

ing tile. v oy

Here’s what the cooperators
in the project have done so
far:

—Basil Davis, Ladora, in-
stalled 200 feet of tile this
year. ’

—Clarence Davis, Ladora,

installed 2,800 feet of water- -

way and 11,348 feet of tile the
past two years as well as con-

structing a livestock pond.. ! |
—Larry Davis, Ladora, in-’

stalled 4,716 feet of tile and
1,556 feet of waterway in 1970
and 8,577 feet of tile and 520
feet of waterway in 1971.

—Lloyd - Wiebold, Williams-
burg, installed 3,500 feet of tile
and 1,750 feet of waterway in
1970 and 2,476 feet of water-
way and 4,600 feet of tile in
1971.

In addition, Larry Schaf-
buch of Ladora plans to build
5,000 feet of tile outlet ter-
races next{ year, and Harry
Hawkins of Williamsburg
plans to do: some tiling and
waterway shaping next year
as a part of the single project. ,

Other farmers in the water-

\‘;’tﬁers Fight Soil Loss . =
=efn Lake lowa Watershed

shed have also done soil con- °

servation work. Last year
Wayne Meyer of Ladora in-
stalled 1,200 feet of terraces
and Fred Bott of Victor con-
structed a livestock pond.

Rick Cordes of Williams-
burg, Iowa county soil district
conservationist, said the ero-
sion control project was need-
ed to halt the loss of soil in
the lake. ; T

The tile outlet terrace sys-
tem. works best on long, flat,
slopes, Cordes said. The. ter-
races eost more on steeper
‘slb;;?es_,,e;%gﬁ‘dés said one ter-

race cost 22 cents a foot on a 3
three percent slope and. an-
other terrace cost 42 cents‘a
foot on a steeper 7 to 8 per-

cent slope. A PR 8
gsrl..

Cordes said he was:

sonally pleased with the ¢6op--
eration farmers were giving
in the watershed the past two
years, g

o ¥

control or wildlife cover can
‘obt*ain them from the state. forestry
'nursery. There are various types
| of deciduous and evergreen- trees
| available. Some shrubs and a spe-
[mme packet may also 'ge
{obtained at a minimal cost to the
| landowner. :

| lAccording to Clem MtdBnim
servation technician, the
packgrbs are especially useful de-
veloping wildlife areas around farm
ponds. He continues, however, not
to plant the trees closer than 30
feet to the dam.
Order blanks are available fre:

the Soil (Conservation service,

Other than wildlife - e
black walmt ' seedlings, ' mins

mum order of 500 trees in multiples

of 250 will be accepted.

s
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3-Acre Pond at Harley Carter Farm

A ‘bu-lldozer puts the finishing touches to the large earthen dam |
for a huge pond at the Harley Carter farm, just north of North Eng-
lish. When completely filled with water the pond will cover three
ai:res, making it the 'second largest farm pond in lowa county. It

: will be large enough . boating and water skiing and, of course,

* Mr. Carter plans to stock h ‘with fish. .

&0 l The ASC County Committee,
~. lalong with office personnel and
. |Leslie PFuruseth, Distttict Di-
: .~ |rector and Robert Wiatson, Di-
) rector at Large, recently went
s on a Conservation Tour of Iowa
County projects. The tour wras
planned by the Soil Conserva-
tion office with Rick Cordes,

Technician, and Mr. Fred White,
Chairmign  of the Soil Commis-
sioners, serving as guides.

The farms visited and ‘the
practices observed at each farm
were as follows: ‘

J

Raymond Britten—Terraces. |

Fred White—Terraces,

Benny Osweiler—Grassed wat-|
‘erway, erosion control structure
and termzces.

Harley [Carter—Grassed water-!
way and erosion control sfruct-
ure. .

George J. Hinrichs — Erosion
contml structure, waterway ano|
‘terraces. P

Larry. Davis—Terraces and wa-

terways. :
. At edeh place, Mr. Cordes and

R o

T g

"? s

Mr. White explaitted the w !
and how it solved ' a comserva-|
- jtion problem. In all cases, the! -
~ \ermers either have been or will|

_ |be cost-shared on their work un-
der the Rural Environmental As-
sistiance Program. The tour was|
very informative and enjoyed by

Is May 7 To 14

The week of May 7 to 14, 1972
is Soil Stewardship Week. This
special event will be observed in
‘churches all over the statee of
Towa.

It is the responsibility of man
to use wigely the treasures of the
land, the waters and wildlife, the
forest and the fields.

Conservation is a chore - for
everyone. Do your share.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Oldfield came
from Wellman Sunday to get Fern
Darby and Walter to spend the
day with them. Mr. and Mrs. Rich-
ard Oldfield and family were there|
alsos P

y o)
Hn ’ (-4/
lemi _,;’;)waw- ‘(,?.;24\7;1

|

soil conservationist, explained to
his fellow Kiwianians Thursday '

noon the various options and re-
quirements of the new soil conser- |
vation law adopted by the state

- legislature which went into effect

last. July 1. - g

He illustrated his remarks with
colored slides, showing terralcing,
strip farming, contouring wand
farm ponds. 3

He also explained the procedure
in case one neighbor feels that he
'is being subjected to a run-off
condition which is destroying his
crops and farm land. This is done,
of course, with an appeal to the
soil commissioners who make an
investigation. In case he doesn’t
get the eooperation he feels he.
is entitled to, then the next step, is . .
'to appeal it to the district court.

As for contouring, he stated
there have been instances where |
soil erosion has been -reduced
f rom 20 tons to 3.2 tons. He con- |
tinued by saying there are several '
conditions contributing to erosion:
type of soil, amount of rainfall,
crop rotation.
| One of his pictures was of a
fanm pond just completed this
year which will hold back the flow
of water, but also provide recrea-
tion for the farm family such :
fishing and boating. Not many
farmers will assume the risk of
opening their ponds for outside
fishing, he said,

He also explained the cost shar-
ing in soil conservation projects;
which amounts to a maximum of
$500, though $300-$400 is the more
common amount. It has been dem-»’
‘omstna:ted, he said, that where soil
| conservation has been put into ef-
| fect ‘corn yield has _inereased
{ frormfﬂ,thu'&govﬁve bushels an acre.

QL({M'\.’, - f ,;flt‘r‘-uid — 3-/ é 7 1’

The Iowa county Farmers
Home Administration com-
mittee consisting of Edward
F. Reitzler, Arnold E. Huede-
pohl and John W. Stevenson,
along with Vernon W. Nelson,
recently recognized the Don-
ald E. Eash family, rural Par-
nell, as the 1972 Farmers
Home Administration farm
family of the year.

The Eash family began with
FHA in 1965 with a farm oper-
ating loan and with® the aid
Eash switched "his farming
operation from furkeys to
hogs and beef cows. Present-
ly they operate a 205 acre farm
owned by Mrs. Eash’s father.

Eash’s enthusiasm for live-
stock shows in the 8.5 litter
average from the sow herd
and® the Hybrid vigor and

Eash Is Named FHA
Farm Family Of Year

growth rate of his crossbred
calves.

Eash is a staunch believerin
soil ~conservation, as evi-
denced by his ten years as a
soil conservation commis-
sioner. Every effortis made to
rotate crops, prevent erosion
and pollution and conserve the
soil for future use Nelson,
FHA administrator, pointed
out. ;
Mrs. Eash helps with the

“farm work and helps in the

local Mennonite church, of
which she is a Sunday school
teacher. Gardening, sewing
and caring for the three chil-
dren, Michael, 19, Merridy, 16,
and Martin, 12, are a pa& of
Mrs. Eash's day.

_Through cooperation with
FHA, careful money manage-

-
&

ment, and a good set of
records, the Eash family has
greatly improved their finan-
cial position and has made
their family farming oper-
ation a successful and profit-
able enterprise Nelson con-
cluded.



" Consider

Iowa City League of Women
Voters hosted a community
planning session on how water
and; land resources in the
Iowa-Cedar basin should be
developed at Southeast Junior
high' school Dec. 8 at Iowa
City..

Rock Island distriet corps of
engineers gave a presenta-

tion of alternatives: flood
plain management, flood-
proofing, construction of

dams and lakes on main trib-
utaries, tributary watershed
soil .and water conservation
programs, advanced treat-
ment of municipal and indus-
trial wastes, environmental
corridors, and the alternative
of doing nothing about prob-
lems, and needs. Most of the
meeting time was spent in
group review and discussion
of possible
should be investigated and
utilized to satisfy water and
land «wresource needs in the
basin;

Fdwg is a summation of
vario plmons expressed at
the meen g.

Parttex ants felt the most
acce e alternative, to con-
trol runoff and reduce soil ero-

sion, would be to expand
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watershed soil and water con-
servation program. The opin-
ion was that this alternative
attacks the problem at its
source and its extensive use
would’ greatly reduce erosion
and reduce stream pollution
from quantity of fertilizers,
herbicides and pesticides that
presently enter the streams in
the basin.

Many of the people believe
that the tributary watershed
soil and water conservation
programs would also reduce
the flood problems in the im-
mediate area and satisfy some
of the recreatlonal needs in the
basin.

It was the: general opinion
that progress in tributary
watershed soil and water con--
servation programs should be
greatly ~accelerated. The
group considered that these
programs benefit the entire
basin and that they could be
greatly accelerated if federal
and state participation was in-
creased, thus reducing cost to
landowners:

Meeting g:rtlclpants indi-
cated thatthe second most ac-
ceptable or desirable alterna-
tive to satisfy water and land’
resource needs in the basin
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Rock Island district corps of
engineers will utilize infor-
mation obtained at the Iowa
City meeting, along with infor-
mation obtained at the five
similar  meetings held
throughout the™ basin in May

1971 for initial water resource '

planning for the Iowa-Cedar
river basin study The next
series of meetmgs to “be
scheduled aLaJater date, will
present various basin plans
which have béen developed,
with costs,for consideration
by the public.

U,C{ L

- Water, Land
" In lowa-Cedar Basin

was a combination of flood
plain management, flood
plain evacuation and environ-
mental corridors. There were
statements to the effect that
basin flood plains should be
used to satisfy some of the
open space recreation and
wildlife habitat needs.

Viewpoints were expressed
that the feasibility of acquir-
ing and converting the flood-
prone area into a recreational
area should be investigated
before structural solutions are
investigated, and that futare
flood plain developments
should be regulated by the
various flood plain manage-
ment techniques to reducead-
ditional future flood dam-
ages. '

It was general consensus of
the group that structural solu-
thl’lS such as dams and 1

é'nam tributaries and levees

floodwalls, might be the
only economic means 0‘:7\\re-‘
ducing flood damages. How-
éver, these solutions should be
considered only in those cases
where problems and needs
cannot be satisfied by tribu-
tary watershed soil and water
conservation programs, flood
plain management, *flood
'plain evacuation, or the en-
vironmental corridor con-
cept. It was also noted that
quallty of any lakes or reser-
voirs on main tributaries in
the basin would be greatly in-
creased if good conservation
practices were conducted in
the upstream watershed.

It was the general consen-
sus of the group that channel
improvement to reduce flood-
ing generally is not an accept-
able solution due to its ad-

verse environmental effects. -

The group felt that the need
for advanced treatment of
municipal and industrial
waste should be analyzed for

each individual situation, and !

_that due to the lack of infor-

mation available at the meet- |

ing it was impossible to make
any general comment.

The group believed that the

"do nothing” alternative was °

not 2cceptable, that water and

land resource needs will con- *

tinue to increase and there -

i should be striving to satisfy re-

“source needs.

o,
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Bite Out Of Winter

Farmers who can spare an
acre of land on the north or
west side of their farmstead
mainly for evergreen trees
may cut well over 50 percent of-
the bitter winter wind and
knock out at least two-thirds of
the wind chill according to Ed
Grafton, extension forester at
Iowa State University.

Grafton said that a good
three-row windbreak of trees
25 feet in height can reduce the
velocity of a 10 mile per.hour
wind by 80 percent on the pro-
tected side of a windbreak.

A good windbreak provides
many benefits he continued.
Among these are reduced
wind veiocities, reduced fuel
consumption, reduced live-
stock feed costs, control of
snow drifting and noise abate-
ment. Windbreak also adds
beauty to the farmstead year-
round, shelters wildlife and
provides more pleasant win-
ter working conditions.

Grafton said windbreaks
can reduce fuel consumption
for home heating by 30 to 35
percent when the outside
temperature is -10 degrees
Fahrenheit, wind velocityis 20
miles per hour and the inside
temperature is set at 70 de-
grees Fahrenheit.

Grafton suggests that a
large part of the windbreak be
evergreen trees for the best
wind - stoppage. He recom-
mends red cedar, Douglas fir,
Black Hills spruce, white pine
or Scotch pine. Other conifers
can be used if environmental
factors are suitable.

A good reason for using
mostly conifers in a wind-
break is that broadleaf trees
have shed their leaves in win-
ter when wind protection is
needed. Also, once establish-
ed, evergreen trees will give
good protection for a much
longer time than most broad-
leaf trees. Possible loss of

' broadleaf trees because of

herbicide sprays should also '
be considered when selecting
windbreak trees,

Farmers interested in plant-
ing a windbreak are urged by
Grafton to look into the Rural
Environmental Assistance
Program = (REAP) under
which the federal govern-
ment will pay up to 80 percent
of the cost of planting a wind-
break. The government will
pay farmers up to $2 50 for
each windbreak tree planted.

For more information about

\'9&«-5‘&

this program, farmers a;'e
urged to contact the Soil Con-
servation Service, the county
extension office in Marengo,
or the Agricultural Stabiliza-
tion and Conservation Ser-
vice (ASCS).

- 73
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Gobbling Up of
Farmland Stirs
Fears; Other Uses i

More than 25,000 acres of agri-!
cultural land is bemg converted to
other uses annually in Iowa, and it

|is up to Iowans to see that this
land is being converted to the best
uses.

That was the feeling expressed
Friday, March 10, by Minott Silli-
man, jr., of the U.S. Soil Conser-
\atlon Service in Washington, D.C.,
in a speech in Des Moines.

Silliman, speaking to about 400'
lowa Farm Bureau members at-
tending a day-long land-use man- |
agement conference at Hotel Fort
Des Moines, pointed out that 1-1%
milion acres of agricultural land is |
being diverted to other use each |
. year in the nation.

‘We have a lot of options” on]
how this land should be used, he |
said, and the general pubhc has |
P rnght to woice its opinion about
the matter. l

Most of the land is being gob-
bled up for new shopping centers, !
housing, highways, schools, chur-,
ches and other uses he said.

And, he added, “new demands
for land are increasing at an ac-
celerated rate.”

J. Merrill Anderson of Ne'wton]!‘
president of the Iowa Farm Bu-'
Teau, reminded the group that the'
bureaus policy is to put pressure |
on the federal government “to‘
give high priority to agriculture” |
when considering how land should
be used — especially in Towa. !

Silliman noted that ahout 20
per cent of the land in the nation .
now is used for agricultural pur- '
poses.
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Announce Wmners}
Of Speech Confest
Soil Conservation

The Towa County Soil Conserva-
tion district annual speech eon-
test was held April 14 at 7:30 p.m.
|in the Williamsburg town hall.

There were four contestants
present. They were Kevin Bower,
| English Valley, Dean Dickel and
‘Dean Keller, Towa Valley, and
| Jerry Husband Deep River-Mil-
lersburg !Community. The first,
second and third place winners
'were: Kevin Bower, Dean Dickel,
‘and Dean Keller respectlvely They
|eaich received a plaque land $15,.
x$10 and $5.

Kevin Bower will go on to com-
pete at the regional level some-
time in July. The winner at this
contest will adviance to state
competition.

Judges for the contest were Mrs.
Glenn Reed, Mrs. Rick Cordes, and
\Norman Skadburg, The contest was
sponsored by the Iowa County Soil |
Conservation district and Patrons ‘
Mutual Tnsurance association. ‘

lowa County Soil Speech Winners ?«ﬁz}

These four teenagers were presented awards last week as winners of the lowa coﬁm,
soil conservation speech contest by Keith Enochson, right, of Conroy. The winners: afe
seated, left to right: Dean Keller, 17, Marengo, third place, Dean Dickel, 15, Marengo, |
second place, and Kevin Brower, 17, South English, first place. Jerry Huﬁﬂ)and 14,
standing at left, of Millersburg placed fourth. oS

S eecTr{OI to
Be Held April 14

\
} Contestants are now bemg ac-
Tcepted for participation in the
'1972 Soil Conservation Speech con-
‘telst The statewide contest, which
'is sponsored on the local level by
‘the Jowa County Soil Conservation
|District and Patrons Mutual In-
surance Ass’n of Williamsburg, is
|open to all junior and senior high
lschool students in the county
i The topic for this year’s contest
|will be “Better Soil and Water
| Conservation through Community
| Acction.”

| The local contest will be held at .

the Williamsburg town hall, April
14 lat 7:30 p.m. The winner of the
'looal contest will advance to the
\reglonal competition, which will be
| held in June or July.

The first, second, and third place
winners of the local contest will
‘e«a«‘ch receive a plaque and $15, $10
and $5, respectively. Each addi-
| tional participant will receive $2.
| Anyone interested in entering
the contest may obtain information
| from the Soil Conservation service
\ofﬁnce in Williamsburg. All youths,
whether rural or urban, are en-
couraged to enter the contest.
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lowa Teachers Conservé‘tié’n ;

University of Northern
Towa, Iowa State Department
of Public Instruction and Iowa
State Conservation Commis-
sion will again cooperate in
sponsoring the Iowa teachers
conservation camp at the con-
servation education center at
Springbrook state park near
Guthrie Center. The first ses-
sion will begin June 11 and go
to July 1 and cover Iowa con-
servation problems II. The
second session will begin July
2 and extend to July 22, and
cover Iowa conservation prob-
lems I. Both courses will offer
three hours graduate or un-
dergraduate credit.

Major fields emphasized in
. problems I (Biology 104g). are

 forest resources, ecology and
management.

* tish-wildlife
Problems II (Biology 1058)
stresses rocks and minerals,
soil and land managementand
_water conservation. Students
"will be guided and taught by
some of the ablest resource
people in the state. .
The conservation camp. is
normally attended by teaeh
ers from throughout the state
Both jessm L8 a}'ﬁ[ n t ’
' terested eo

m

| ‘Camp Announces Schedule

‘new dormitories at thc con-
servation education center.
Activities include in-class in-
struction and outdoor educa-
tional experiences. Recrea-
tional facilities include fish-
ing, swimming and hiking.
Scholarships are available
in most counties for persons
wishing to attend. Contact
your local soil conservation
district., federated women's
club, garden club, sports-
man's clubs. service clubs,
and Izaak Walton League.
Further information may be
obtained by contacting Ber-
nard Clausen, University of
Northern Iowa. Cedar Falls,
or ‘the. Conservation eq\ly:a— |

‘tion ‘center, box 139( Guthne

Center, 50115.

Kevin Bower ° "
Named Winner .

SCS Contest

Kevin Bower, English Val-
leys student, was named win-
ner .of the annual county soil
conservation district! speech
contest Apr. 14 in Williams-
burg.

Dean Dickel and Dean Kel-
ler placed second and third re-
spectively. Both are Iowa Val- .
ley students. Winners- were .
each awarded a plaque and.
$15, $10 and $5 respectively.
Also participating was Jerry
Husband, Deep River-Mil-
lersburg community school.

Bower will compete at the
regional level sometime in
July. .

Judges for the contest spon-
sored by the county soil con-
servation  district and Pat-
rons Mutual Insurance
association included Mrs.
Glenn Reed, North English;
Mrs. Rick Cordes and Nor-
man Skadburg, Williams-
burg.

Kevin Brower Is

{SCS Distriet
'Speech Winner, |

. The Towa County Soil Conserva-
tion District Annual Speech Con-
test was held April 14 at 7:30 p.m.
in the Williamsburg City Hall.
There were four contestants pre-
gent. They were Kevin Brower,
English Valley, Dean Dickel” and
Dean Keller, Iowa Valley, and

'Jerry Husband, Deep  River-Mill-

ersburg Community. |

The first, second, and third
place winners were: Kevin Brower, '
Dean Dickel, and Dean Keller re-
spectlve\ly They each received a
plaque and $15, $10, and $5.

Kevin Brower will go on to com-
pete at the regional level some-
time in July. The winner at this
contest will advance to state com-
petltmn

Judges for the contest were Mrs.

Glenn Reed, Mrs. Rick Cordes, and,

Norman Skadburg.

The contest was sponsored by
the Towa County Soil Conservation
District and Patrons Mutual In-
surance Ass’n. .

-
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The Iowa county /soil- con-
servation district will sponsor
their annual soil conservation
art contest Tuesday, May 9 at

. 7:30 p.m. in the Williamsburg
* city hall.

Elementary grades will be
judged separately from the
junior and senior high grades.
Judging will be based on artis-
tic techniques, conservation
contest, general effect and its
typicalness to Iowa county.

- Winners in the elementary
level will each receive a

P~
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Students Encouraged To Enter —— :

ntest Set

plaque and $7.50, first place;
$5, second place, and $3, third
place. Junior and senior high
level will each receive a
plaque and $20, first place;
$15, second place; and $10,

third place.

Students may bring their

entries to the Soil Conserva-

tion Service office

i Wil-

liamsburg any time before 3
p.m. May 9.

The public is enqouraged to

come and view. the art en-

tries

R %f’/ e - S-ti-72
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Observe Soil Stewardship Week

Soil stewardship week was observed by the lowa county soil conservation district with
an art contest which drew a flood of entries. Plaques and $60,000 in cash prizes were award-
ed. High school winners, first through third placings were: Marty Nowotny, H-L-V district,

Larry Aurich and Chris Driscoll, both of Williamsburg. Elementary awards went to: Darrel

Schwarting, and Gere Last, both of Homestead; and Peggy Meade, Williamsburg. Fred
White of Parnell, chairman of the SCS board, presents a plaque and a.check to Peggy

Meade for her-art en'l'ry, while Cindy Huedepohl and Angie Petz, right, both of Williams-
burg. _display other winning entries.




SCS DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

Seated Left to Right: Keith Enochson, Vernon Sandersfeld, Dick Mouchka, Fred
White, Chairman. Standing Left to Right: Donald Eash and David McCartney. Not
pictured is Carl Selby.

OFFICE STAF“F: Seated; Mrs. Lennis Doehrmann, Clerk. Standing left to right;
Rick Cordes, District Conservationist and Clem McBride, Technician.

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

MAJOR PRACTICES UNIT 1971
Contour Farming Acre 1,975.6
Stripcropping Acre 359
Diversion Terrace Feet 13,185
All Other Types of Terraces Feet 28,000
Tile Inlets for Terraces Number 74
Pasture and Hayland Management Acre 1,775
Grassed Waterways - Acre 176.6
Ponds Number 24
Tile Feet 720,741
Erosion Control Structure Number 18
Conservation Cropping System Acre 3,350
Pipeline Feet 14,651
OTHER SERVICES

Referrals Serviced Number 334
PLANNING PRACTICES

New District Cooperators Number 54
Basic Conservation Plans Number 31
Revised Conservation Plans Number 12

HLEGISTER AND TRIBUNE CONTEST WINNERS

Plagues were presented to these winners for their participation in soil conservation
work. Front Row Left to Right: Raymond Britton, Division |, Carrol Shaull, Di-
vision 11, Kenneth Klein, Division I1l. Back Row Left to Right: Mrs. Britton, Mrs.
Shaull, Mrs. Arlene Ford, teacher (H.L.V. Community School) and Mrs. Klein .,
Not pictured, David Stevens, Division 111 winner.

IOWA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

409 Court Street — Williamsburg — Phone 668-2359
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Above is a map of the land and farm b in the Lake lowa Watershed.

To control the silt before it collects in the lake, a special project
was organized by the ASCS, SCS, County Conservation Board and
the landowners in the project to allow 80% cost sharing for certain
conservation practices within the watershed.

To date a total of 5,500 feet of terraces, 9,102 feet of waterways,
2 livestock ponds, 1 grade stabilization structure, and 37,293 feet
of tile have been installed in the watershed. The ASCS County Co
mmittee has cost-shared a total of $20,776 with all the landowners
participating in the past two years.

The land owners participating are: Clark Schafbuch, Clarence Da-
vis, Robert Davis, Basil Davis, Wayne Meyer, Lloyd Wiebold, Fred
Bott, Harry Hawkins and the lowa County Conservation Board.

This project will be continued again through 1972.

I-M BUDGET
Commissioners Expenses $ 249.53
Office Expenses 21.47
Office Supplies 35.00
Prizes For Contests 2y 123.82
Total $ 429.82

|I-M BUDGET
Technical $ 492.66
Clerical 4137.84
Travel 10.80
Equipment 25.00
Total $4666.30

STATE PERSONNEL

Lennis Doehrmann Clerk

USDA SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE PERSONNEL
Rick Cordes

: District Conservationist
Clem McBride Conservation Technician
Millen Sandersfeld Conservation Aide

OTHER SCS PERSONNEL ASSISTING DISTRICT

Keith Glandon
Wilma Kimball
Lorne M. Nestrud
Deane S. Glen
Francis W. Vos
Jackie D. Langford

Wildlife and Biology Specialist available on request.

Area Conservationist
Area Clerk

Soil Scientist

Civil Engineer Technician
Civil Engineer Technician
Civil Engineer Technician



el + 4) 1 .
VicTor Kecotd S/1-74

Marty Now hiy Is
Art Contest Winner

Marty Nowotny won the art
contest of the Iowa County
Soil Conservation District at
W lliamsburg, with an oil
painting "Terracing". He re-
ceived twenty dollars and a
" 1st place plague. Marty is the
son of Mrs. Harold Nowotny
of rural Victor.

This is the third year-an

HLV student has won first-the
others were Bonnie McGrew
and Jim Thys.

The picture is displayed
in a store window on the
square in Williamsburg. Mar-
ty has taken art three years
at HLV. The instructor is Mrs.
Lila Rohrer.

Lucy VanOtegham.

SCS ART CONTEST WINNERS NAMED

Winning entries of the lowa County Soil Conservation
District Art Contest were Marty Nowotwy, HLV, 1st;
Larry Aurich, Williamsburg, 2nd; and Chris Driscoll,
Williamsburg, 3rd; in the High School Division.
Darrel Schwarting, 1st; Gene Last, 2nd; Peggy Meade,
3rd; all of the Williamsburg Community School in the
Elementary Division.

The winners will each receive a plaque and $20, $15,
and $10 in the High School Division, and $7.50, $5,
and $3 for the Elementary Division.

English Valley, Lutheran Inter-Parish, Williamsburg,
and HLV School were represented by contestants.
and HLV Schools were represented by contestants.
The combined entries totaled almost 400.

Judging was based on the artistic technique, conserva-
tion content, general effect, and being typical of lowa
County. Judges for the contest were: Mrs. Francis
Dillon, Mrs. Ken Reck, and Clem McBride.

The winning entries are on display in the window of
the former Glandorf Electric, Williamsburg.
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‘Two Conservation
Camps for Teachers
At Luther, Wyoming

Assistant State Conserfationist of
the Soil Conservation Service How- |

ard M. Hugdes was elected presi-
sent of the Towa Conservation Edu-
'cation Council at a meeting held
at (Marshallbown this week.

Elelcted vice president wan Dr.
| Ben Clausen of the University of
Northern Towa. Dr. Frank Shal-
ller, extension wagronomist, Towa
State university, was reelected
secretary-treasurer,

One of the major projects spon-
sored by the Council along with
‘other agencies and organizations,
;says Dr. Paul Joslin of Drake uni-
vernity, who has served as presi-
|dent of the Council the past two
| years, is the fall conference for
1teachers held at the 4H Camp near

|Luther. The conference will be '

held again this year on Oct. 13414.

Due to increased interest among
teaichers attending this conference,
there will be 'a similar program
carried out at Camp Ewalu near
Strawberry Point. The reason for
holding the iconference at two lo-
cations Ithis year, adcondig to
President Hughes, is partly be-
cause of the limited facilities at the |
M{eampamdalsohomake it pos-
'sible for teachers in eastern and
northeastern Towa to hold their
meeting in the “‘Switzerland of
|dowa’ amd drive fewer miles.

The conference is open to all
teaichers and educators interested
in comservation and features field
tours in soil conserviation, geology,
walter, land related mnatural re-
nources, It will also include out-
standing speakers and displays of
current materials.
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Secil Conservation ;

< ifers Booklet on ‘

Aitracting Birds |
I8¢ spring—birds on the wing—

and time to corsider how you can

attraiet more robins, bluebirds and
cardinals to your neighborhood.

‘For Midwestern home owners, a

eolorful new brochure, “Invite

' Birds to Your Home—Conservation

Plantings for the Midwest’’ has
been prepared by the United States
Department of Agriculture’s Soil
Conservation service.

The brochure describes and il-
lugtrates a number of trees, shrubs
and other plants that attract dif-
ferent birds. It suggests how to
create a landscape design, men-
tions the needs of various plants
for sun, soil and water, and lists
the plant foods preferred by com-
mon midwestern birds.

Single copies of “Invite Birds to
Your Home—Conservation Plant-
ings for the Midwest”’ PA-982 are

available from the Office of Infor-

‘mation, U. S. Department of Agri-

culture, Washington, D. C. 20250.

Rick Cordes, district conserva-
tionist in the Towa Soil Conserva-
tion district, says the office in

Williamsburg also hias a limited

supply of the booklets.
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Would Stimulate Economy In Years Ahead. -

Plan Suggested o

oy

Establish “*Model County”

A plan for establishing Iowa
county as a "Model County” by
developing a county-wide
travel host program was un-
veiled at Marengo Rotary
club’s regular noon luncheon
by Carl Oehl last Thursday.
The development would coin-
cide with the U. S. Bicenten-
nial celebration in 1976 and a
planned International Food
Exposition in Iowa.

Oehl, a well known Iowa
tourism promoter and pro-
prietor of the Colony Market
Place in South Amana, feels
that Iowa county has ample
floor space and facilities as
well as the resources and
necessary ingredients to
carry out such a program.

He suggests a plan of action
that would involve participa-

tion of the county planning
commission, extension ser-
vice, farm related agencies
and organizations, county su-
pervisors and conservation
board, historical society. com-
munity officers, county legis-
lators, various county organ-
izations and groups as well as
interested citizens. in general.

Once the proposal has gain-

ed exposure and penetrated
through the county, Oehl sug-
gests that an organizational
meeting be set up for discus-
sion and establishment of a
program, the delegation of
authority, naming of commit-
tees and planning and re-
search.

The entire country will be
participating in the U. S. Bi-
centennial in 1976 commem-

orating the 200th anniversary
of the signing of the Declar-
ation of Independence. Iowais
ocne of 48 states that have al-
ready committed themselves
to join the year long festiv-
ities and is developing a theme
for a World Food Expo.

In eenjunction commun-
ities are being asked to join in
with related events. It is esti-
mated that World Food Expo
would attract approximately
10,000,000 tourists to the state
over a four-month period.
Backers estimate these tour-
ists would spend in the neigh-
borhood of a quarter million
dollars.

Oehl’s proposal would in-
volve the county in joint en-
deavor rather than each com-

munity going it alone. Make .

Iowa county a "Model Coun-
ty”, he said, participating in
an all out joint project with
emphasis towards outdoor
recreation, hunting-fishing,
winter sports, camping, his-
tory and historical sites, soil
and wildlife preservation,
restoration, tourism and
travel, host facilities, farm va-
cations—to name only a few
areas of participation. Insum-
mary a county-wide travel
host program.

Such a project would make
Iowa county the model county
in the state and would focus at-
tention and publicity towards
this area, Oehl stated, and in
addition to all other advant-
ages will be a healthy stim-
ulant to the economy. It would .
provide new jobs, become a
tax provider and increase the
need for goods and services.
He suggests the bicentennial
as a target date but foresees
the possibilities of the concept
becoming a permanent at-
traction.

Such a plan would also give
more unison and cooperation
to all elements of the county
such as commercial and non-
commercial, farm and town,
and above all community with
community, Oehl said.

An established well plan-
ned county program will be an
effective tool for school age
citizens in planning future oc-
cupational opportunities in
our area he continued.

Oehl was excited by the
county’s location in relation to
Des Moines. "We’re only min-
utes away from the proposed
site of Food Expo,” he ex-
plained, which he expects will
become a growing area in
years to come with the possi-
bility of the site becoming the
new locauon of the state fair-

-
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Name Winners
For SCS

Art Contest

Winning entries of the Iowa
county soil conservation dis-
trict art contest were Marty
Nowotny. HLV: Larry Aurich,
Williamsburg: and Chris Dris-
coll,  Williamsburg. They
placed first. second. and third
respectively in the high school
di};’ ion. o

arrel Schwarting, Gene
Last,"and Peggy Meade, all
Wilhamsburg community
school. placed first, second
and third respectively in the
elementary division.
- Winners will each receive a
plaque and $20. $15, and $10 for
first. second. and third place
in the high school division and
$7.50. $5 and $3 for the elemen-
tary division.

English Valleys, Lutheran
Inter-Parish. Williamsburg,
and HLV schools were repre-
sented by contestants. The
combined entries from, the

Budget Hearings

(Continued from page 1)

vear, up from $386,931 this
year and $360,206 for 1970-71
year. Tax asking is $237,943 for®
this next year and estimated *
taxes per $1,000 assessed
valuation is $52, down from $57
last year. Total tax asking last
year was $250,152.

Amana Community School

The Amana community
school ‘will have its budget
hearing at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 9 at
the superintendent’s office,
Lakeside school.

The budget calls for a total
$503,256 up from $489,843 spent
this year. Of the total amount
$412,451 is estimated to'be
raised in taxes.

The general fund budget to-
tal is $450,840 up from $444,126
this year. Of the amount
$360,035 will come from taxes.
The amount for school house

.bond and interest is down from

$45,667 to $34,674, school house
214 mill levy budgeted for
$17,742; $50 was the amount
last year. ,

Iowa Valley
Iowa Valley district will
have its school budget hear-
ing at 8 p.m. Aug. 14;at the high
school. The budget totals
$970,415, down from this year
$1,253,339, reflecting a drop in

‘the school house bond and in-

terest fund and a larger drop
from $393,050 for school con-
struction to $37,630. School site
is up about $4,000. Total school
house fund calls for $117,975
versus $471,589 for this year
and a tax asking of $80,345 for
the coming year in that
category. '
The general fund proposalis

$852,440 up from $781,750. (0]
the total $444,594 is to be raised
from taxation.

Soil Conservation

Also scheduled for a public
hearing, although one of a dif-
ferent type, is that on the pro-
posed soil loss limit regula-
tions within Iowa county soil
Conservation district. Hear-
ing will be at 8 p.m. Aug. 3 In
the soil conservation office,
Williamsburg.

Under state code county
commissioners with permis-
sion of the state committee
have set soil loss limit regu-
lations applicable to the dis-
trict. The hearing coversthose
for construction sites: mon-
agricultural " lands ' and
agricultural + and horticul-
turallands. =

Most governmental bodies
will be having their budget
hearings for 1973 sometime
during the next three weeks.
One. that of the county asses-
sor, was held Tuesday night.

Legal publications for each
unit have or will be published
soon.

Extension Service

Hearing on the Iowa county
extension council budget for
1973 will be held at 8:30 p.m.
July 26 at the 4-H building.

The budget has been set at a
total $24.650 for 1973 of which
$23.650 is to be raised through
taxes. The 1971 budget was
$20.720 and the 1972 actual and
estimate - $20.382. Taxes per
$1.000 assessed valuation will
be $.463 according to the legal
publication of the budget.

Marengo

City of Marengo will have its
budget hearing at 7 p.m. Aug.
7 at city hall. The total budget
is up $23,168 over this year al-
though the general fund bud-
get shows only a raise of
$1,500. In other funds the
amount for debt service is
down, that for tort liability is
up $500, sewer rental up $5,000,
street up $15,000 and liquor
profit up $2,000. None of these
three take money.

In the general fund budget
the amount allocated for
streets is down from $40,000 to
$29.500 with $26,112 to be
raised by taxes. Administra-
tion is up $3,500, police and fire
up $5.000, library and
cemetery up $4,000, park down
$500. Because of cash on hand
and other receipts, tax ask-
ings do not amount to the dol-
lars listed in the budget. Bud-

get totals $109,370 to be raised

by taxes, the amount last ]
$113,986. Estimated taxes per
$1,000 assessed valuation is’
$38.99.

County '
Hearing by the county board
of supervisors on the county
budget has been set for 10a.m.
Aug. 3 at the court house.

Tax askings for the total
budget are up from $1,221,169
requested a year ago to
$1,455,837. Estimated taxes
per $1,000 assessed valuation
are $17.897 corporations;
$30,276 townships. The
amounts estimated last year
were $13.64 and $27,557 re-
spectively.

The general fund budget is
up $70,000 from $280,000 to
$350,000. Tax asking in this
category is $244,650.

Both FICA and IPERS are
up, a total $9,000. Emergency
fund is up $5,000, court ex-
pense up $4,295 to a total
$55,295. The 1971 actual ex-
pénse amount was $42,920. ¢

‘Another item that shows an

Budget Hearings Afe Set

increase but is actually not
such a large one asreflected is
state institution which jumped
from $138,000 to $238,000. How-'
ever the county mental health
and mental health ecenter
funds which totaled $95,000 in
the budget a year ago are not
listed for 1973. .

Other increases inelude
bangs eradication, up $1,000:
bovine tuberculosis, not listed
for two years, now set at
$16.879 none to be raised by
county taxes.

Conservation fund is up
from $68.000 to $112,000 of
which $60.265 comes from
taxes. Farm to market roads
remain the same at $328.000:
secondary roads up slightly
from $1.207.592 to $1.271.800.
Of the amount $505.,000 is to be
raised from taxes.

Allotted for crime commis-
sion is $5,000; civil defense
$27,000. The civil defense bud-

" get disbursements for 1971

were $21,818 of which $5,713
came from the federal govern-
ment, $2,971 from towns to pay
the radio operator; $310 haul-
ing water to farmers and $96
county home for blankets, a to-
tal of $9,090. IPERS and FICA
in civil defense are paid 50 per-
cent by federal government in
state reimbursemement.

Salary of night radio oper-
ator is in civil defense budget
although it is primarily one of
law enforcement according to
Bob Gunzenhauser, civil de-
fense director. Salary has
been paid 50-50 county and
towns.

When federal matching
funds are used for any pro-
ject, the total amount, though
partis reimbursed, is shownin
the civil defense budget.

New items in the county
budget include $1,400 errors
and omissions and the elee-
tion expense for this year
$15,000. See budget publica-
tion for other break down of
items.

County Board of Education

Hearing for the county
board of education budget is 8
p.m. Aug. 1 at the court house,
Marengo. That budget is up
from $219,903 for 1972 to
$231,890 proposed for 1973. The
1971 expenditures were
$203,352.

The amount to be raised by
taxes for 1973 is $196,504 up
from $189,353 from this year.
The estimated taxes per $1,
assessed valuation is $3,478,
last year, $3,365.

Deep River-Millersburg

Budget hearing for the Deep
River-Milersburg school dis-
trict will be held at 9 p.m. July
31 at the Millersburg school
house. Budget estimate ‘i
$398,300 for the next school

(Please turn to page 3)



" Information Meeting On
" lowa River Basin,Planned

T-13-72 - by ~fupollicar

A public inforknatioh meet-
ing on resource and conserva-
tion needs in the lowariver ba-

" gin will be held Monday, July

¥
T

City |

7, at 8 p.m. at the lowa
1 . The

Library auditorium.

 meeting is being sponsored by

I}
4

the Johmson county soil con-
servation district.

According to Ray Branna-
man, district chairman, pur-
pose of the meeting is to iden-
tify local needs, pr_oblgzms, and
goals of people livingintheba- |

_sin in.regard to soil and water |
' resources. Problems in the
area are flooding, potential

« water shortages, pollution and

soil erosion.

Publi¢ will be informed of
the lowa-Cedar cooperative
basin study now underway by
the USDA Soil Conservation
Service and other federal and
state agencies. S

A result of the study will be
to identify and plan in detail
certain small watershed areas
where problems are more &
vere and potential for posSSk:
ble project action exist. Up-
stream problems related to
flooding, drainage, erosion,
sediment, water supply, pollu-
tion, recreation, fish ,

K72, \.Qa. pog’)ztdzﬂu’/t)

Conservation needs i
meeting assembles

in lowa City July 17

A public information meeting on
resource and conservation needs

in the Iowa river basin were
held Monday, July 17, at 8 p.m. at
the lowa City licrary auditorium

The. meeting is being sponsered
by the Johnson County Soil Con-
servation district.

According to Ray Brannaman,
district chairman, the purpose ol
the meeting is to identify local
needs, problems, and goals of the
people living in the- basin in re-
gards to soil and water resources.
Problems in the area are flooding,
potential water shortages, pollu-
tion .and soil erosion. The general
public will be informed of the
Jowa-Cedar cooperative basin study
now under way by tte USDA Soil
Conservation Service, and other
federal and state agencies. Gov-
ernmental leaders, community &
groups, and others from a six-
county area of the lower Iowa
river basin are invited to the Iowa
City meeting.

A result of the study will be to
_identify and plan in detail certain
small watershed areas where prob-
lems are more severe and poten-
tial for possible project acfion
exist. Upstream problems related
+0 flooding, drainage, erosion, sedi-
ment, water supply, pollution,
recreation. fish and wildlife, and

" other environmental factors are

being censidered in the study.

- S
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON

PROPOSED SOIL LOSS LIMIT/
REGULATIONS WITHIN IOWA/|
COUNTY SOIL %(I){NSERVATION:D.IS.— b

ICT

Under authority set forth in Chapter |
467A. Code of Iowa. 1971, as amended. |
the commissioners of the Iowa County |
Soil Conservation District, with the ap-

roval of the State Soil Conservation

‘ommittee, have formulated soil loss
limit regulations applicable to said Dis-
trict as follows:

6

¢ 'SOIL LOSS LIMIT REGULATIONS <)

Towa County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict

1." Qonstruction Sites — including
housing developments, shopping cen-
ters, industria J)ark- developments,
commercial building sites, highways,
drainage channels. floodways. water.
impoundment structures. and other
similar projects. Maximum rate of soil

- erosion permitted on such lands will be

5 tons per acre per year leaving the
site.

2. Non-Agricultural Lands — includ:
ing public parks. urban lands, in-
dustrial parks. airports, public and pri-
vate recreation lands. roads, streets.
highways and other public lands. They
maximum rates of erosion for these

_ lands will be the average annual soil.

logg of 5 tons per acreJ)er year. )
* Agricultural and Horticultural
;ands. Maximum rates of soil erosion
for these lands will be the average an-
nual soil loss expressed in tons per acre
per year for each soil type in the dis-

trict as follows: Soil Loss
“Soil No. Name of Soil Limit*
192 Adair Clay Loam 3
422 Amana Silt Loam 5
291 « -« Atterberry Silt Loam 4
171. - ' Bassett Loam 4
193" .1 jBertrand Silt Loam 4
43 ;Bremer Silty Clay Loam 5
‘——— ;Chariton Silt Loam 5
63 : Chelsea Fine Sand 5
80° , Clinton Silt Loam 4
133 “.Colo Silty Clay Loam 5
520. Coppock Silt Loam Vi
175 . Dickinson Sandy Loam &
377 . Dinsdale Silty Clay Loam 4
162 * Downs Silt Loam w4
428 = Ely Silt Loam =5
163 Fayette Silt Loam 4
179 Gara Loam ® 3
7 Givin Silt Loam 4
| Hagener Fine Sand 5

5 (Used Sparta)

3‘? Hopper Silt Loam 5
219 Jackson Silt Loam 4
8 Judson Silty Clay Loam 5

5 Kenyon Loam 4
L Keomah Silt Loam 4
4 Keswick Loam 3
688 Koszta Silty Loam 5
“ 76 Ladora Silt Loam 4
1226 Lawler Loam. deep 4
484 Lawson Silt Loam 25

65% Lindley Loam o
280 Mahaska Silty Clay, Loam 4

Muscatine Siity Clay Loam 54

88 Nevin Silty Clay Loam 5
220 5 - Nodaway Silt Loam 5
281 Otley Siity Clay Loam - 4

g gg Shelby Loam 4
L -+ Sperry Silt:Loam . L 5
165 Stronghurst Silt Loam . = ¢
279« Taintor Silty Clay Lo: 5
gﬂ Tama Silty Clay Loam 5

3 Tell Silt Loam 3

———  Udolpho Loam 4

172 Wabash Silty Clay 5

160 “Walford Silt Loam 5
687 Watkins Silt Loam 4
771 Waubeek Silt Loam 4

350 Waukegan Silt Loam 4

7 Wiota Silt Loam 5
g4l 7Zook Silty Clay Loam 5

+Represents average annual soil losses
_expressed in tons per acre per year.
Source: U. S. Soil Conservation Ser-
vice, Work Unit Technical Guide. .
Aémce is hereby given that a public
hearing will be held at 8: 00 P.M., Aug.
‘3. ~ at Soil Conservation Office at
wi time and place an explanation of
the regulations will be made and op-
portunity will be given for any land-
owner or occupant of land who would be
affected thereby to be heard forion
aga}l_lst the proposed regulationSe ;=

A Commissioners ?)I_ ‘ttmgvat
‘Coun il Conservation Distric
u;%g F R hite. Chairman
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Soil Conservation

Week Is Set
For October

“ Soil conservation week in
Towa this year will be Oct. 1-8,
according to William Grpin-

. er, director of the Towa de-

. partment of soil conserva-

.| tion.

.In previous ycars., a week in
June was set aside to recog-
nize importance of soil and
conservation pro-
Fams in the state. A fall date

s been selected because the

June date was so close to soil
- stewardship week. usually ob-

served in May.

227 Qlaw Cupite Horitt,

' Long-Term Conservation

Bill Passed By Congress

WASHINGTON (UPI)—With-
fanfare or much attention
de professional farm and
Servation circles, congress
has' quietly authorized a major
new long-term conservation sub-

sidy program for farmers.

- The “Long-Term Rural En-
Protection Con-
tract”” program, modeled after
a 15-year-old conservation con-
tract system operating in parts
of 10 Great Plains states, is in-
cluded in a rural development
bill which won final congres-

vironmental

sional approval last week.

Under the new program,
farmers would work with local
soil and water conservation dis-
s conservation
service technicians to draw up

¢ tricts and soil

a basic conservation plan.

Then, the landowner would
agree in a contract with the ag-
riculture department to install
necessary new conservation fea-

s in annual stages runnin

om 3 to 10 years. As each

ment clogging and pollution of
the nation’s waterways, accord-
ing to senate drafters of the
new program.

The new rural development
bill is silent on how much should
be spent on the 3-to-10 year con-
tracts, which could be offered in
all parts of the country. Senate
aides pointed out, however, that
spending could go up to about
$250 million a year eventually if
future administrations and con-
gresses agreed.

Legislative experts said one
growing group of rural land-
owners would be shut out of the
new long-term conservation sub-
sidy program. The bill restricts
the aid to “agricultural pro-
ducers,” barring subsidies to
people who buy farms and other
rural land for recreation or va-
cation-home use. The old REAP
program similarly bars' pay-|
ments to nonfarmers.

g

' phase of the project was com-|
pleted, the landowner would get|
a federal payment covering part |

of the cost of the work.

The program expands a long-|

standing conservation aid plan|
now titled the Rural Environ-!

mental

Assistance Programi

(REAP). The REAP program
provides one-year-at-a-time cost-
sharing payments to farmers
who carry out approved conser-|
vation practices, with payments
this year due to total about $195

million.

Federal aid under the new
long-term contracts, and under
the one-year REAP assistance,
could be made for projects to
curb « pollution _from animal
waste as well as for the tradi-
tional soil-saving practices.
Stepped-up work in both fields is
necessary to help reduce sedi-|
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SOS Distriet
Win Compete

For Prizes

Iowa conservation district
will compete for the top prizes | (
in the 26th annual Goodyear
conservation awards ro-
gram, according to
White, Parnell, district chair-
man.

The district will pit its 1972
record of conservation
achievements against other
districts in the contest §
sored by Goodyear Tire and
Rubber company in coop-
eration with the National As-
sociation of Conservation Dis-
tricts. An independent judg-
ing committee will select first’
and second place districts in
the state. .

Each first place district,
wins e:lx_t)ense-pald vacation-
study for its outstandi
coope"rator and a member o

the governing board. y '

10-0572 f0. @r\q W

Soil Conservztion

Gov. Robert Ray has pro-

claimed Oct. 1to 8 as Soil Con- |
servation week in Iowa. In his |

remarks the governor em-
phasized that rational use of
the state’s land and water re-
sources is essential to the
maintenance of rural and ur-
ban income. He also stated
that protection and improve-
ment of the environment bene-
fits all Iowans.

- Prevention of soil erosion is
.an important task of farm
operators, says Min
Amemiya, extension agrono-
mist at Iowa State university.

He encourages farmers to:

select land use 'practices that
reduce the movement of soil
and water.

Some erosion control farm-
ing practices he advocates in-

clude contour farming, row |

cropping, terracing, and til-
lage systems that create
rough surfaces for water stor-:
age, reduce runoff, and pre-
vent surface crusting.

|

Soil movement by wind also |
canbe a problem. The agrono- |

mist suggests cropping sys-

tems and soil conditions that
leave the soil surface rough or
protected with plant material

to reduce soil movement by

wind.

5’?“7’7:1,

Iowa County Paan"ers Clted
"For Soil Conservation Work

o
%Doms McCartney

LLERSBURG — A Mil-
1 m}gurg farmer, Jim Bald-
* win, 47, and his landlord R.R.
Schroeder, of Marengo, a re-
tired banker, have been cited
by the Iowa county Soil Con-
' servation Service (SCS) for
standing use of soil conser-
vation practices on their farm
ated five miles northwest

of Millershurg.
‘The two, who operate a
&:tnershlp totaling 488
,-began_their association

the two men have integrated
soil conservation practices

T I N g ‘
8,057 cubic yards of
/ere moved in creating

Called’a’ grade stabﬂizatlon
structure, the pond will pro-
vide for water to a depth of 25
feet and contains 92 feet of
twelve-inch outlet pipe.

__According to Baldwin,..the

i 1933 when the Baldwin fam-
‘moved to a 248-acre farm

Pamell chairman of the
Iowa county SCS committee,

LL

f/zi;.——j F2
Fa:mers»- urged

fo end pollufion
from their farms

Are there major agricultural
conservation and environmental
pollution problems in your area?
Too few farmers concern them-
selves with the answer to that
question, says the Jowa County
ASC Committee.

“All farmers and ranchers
should look closely at their
farming operations and make a
concerted effort toward ending
pollution on and near their
farms,” said the ASC County
Committee as they discussed the
environmental improvement

thrust behind the 1973 Rural '
Environmental Assistance Pro-

gram (REAP)

A main object of REAP is to
solve conservation and environ-
mental problems of farming
operations in ways that will

it farmers, the county, and
thQ 1 public.

American agriculture is be-
coming more sensitive to cor-
recting the causes of agncultural
pollution—soil erosion, crop resi-
dues, and livestock waste. For
example gulhes and other forms
of erosion give evidence that tons
of soil wash into our waterways
each year. And smelly feedlots
with waste runoff problems can

spoil nearby water resources and
make the surrounding environ-
ment generally unpleasant.

REAP cost-share funds can be
used to help farmers solve these

and other agriculture-related |

work was begun just in time.
Two days after constructiom

on the area. Fortunately the
earth-moving efforts were far
enough advanced to contain
the run-off.
Last year a pond was built
‘the west farm with an es-
tnnated 5,600 cubic yards of
\adirt moved for that project.

The very first soil conserva-
tion structure was built some
eight to ten years ago. Since

. construction of that first

ersion terrace, nearly 2,000
feet of five-inch tile have been
installed on the two farms.

One of the reasons their
partnershlp has been so suc-
céssful, Schroeder says, is be-
cause, “‘Jim was willing to see
lapd improvements and he
:vasnt one to over-crop a

was a believer in conser-
vation before the offices were
loeally established. I've seen
too many farmers lose land

gﬁuse of soil erosion,”
oeder continued.

“A tenant in Poweshiek
county had his freshly planted
corn fields saved after a
three-inch gully washer be-
cause I had persuaded him to
try contour plans that
spring.”

pSome 27 years ago
| Sehroeder first had a ditch
~dynamited on his farm to
drain floodwaters from the
- English river that borders his
| | property. He also established

b Egne one-acre and some half-

re wildlife preserves on the

rolling hillsides of the farm.
“‘Around the west pond I

pepsonally planted ever-

gr ~honeysx¢cklg and mul- .
- tiple ‘aflletoseewﬂq‘

life* n.I.visit the farm,”

Schroede! added.

problems that lead to pollution of | . -

water, land and air. It can also be
used to install projects that
conserve soil, water, woodland
and wildlife resources.

“Usually REAP shares from 30
to 50 percent of the cost of a
conservation project. However,
pollution-abatement  practices
which the State and County ASC
Committees consider to be of

high-priority for the county can
be cost-shared at up to 80 percent
of the cost. The higher rate is also
available for most community
projects which help correct
agricultural pollution problems,”
they said.

A new leaflet entitled ‘“The
Rural Environmental Assistance
Program in Action,” has been
issued which explains REAP in
detail. Contact your County ASCS
office for copies and for
information about a specific
REAP practice or environmental
problem.

began devastating rains fell

—Photo by Doris McCartney, Millersburg

Jim Baldwin, 47, above, farms in partnership with his
landlord R. R. Schroeder, a retired Marengo banker.‘porﬂl-
west of Millersburg. The two, who are firm believers in
soil conservation and have completed extensive soil @n»

servation practices on the

two farms they operate in

partnership, have been clted by the Soil Conservation

Service for their work.

Another reason for faiming
“ harmony, adds Baldwin and
his wife, Evelyn, is that the
owners have been generous
with building improvements.

The barns and sheds all have
a n% t of paint. In previ-

sia small barn was
and enlarged. Steel

%u ins have been erected.
Upon moving there, the
house was not modern, but
later%he bathroom and fur-
nace Were installed. Within
the past three years, a vast
remodeling project has be q
realized. Architectural plags
were submitted by Mrs.
Schroeder,
the family needs. The Bald-
wins are the parents of three:
Robert, 17, Dennis, 14, and
Connie, 8, all of whom attend
the Deeﬁ River - Millersburg

Commumty schools.

dwelling transformation
r,ﬁs fIted in a 14-foot West-,adﬁ
“tionyhanother bath, a laundry
unit,

after evaluating

chore clothes storage,

kitchen and porch remodeling, |
and enlarged upstairs bed-
room. Windows were added to
the south for a superb view
from the hillcrest site. :

Financed by the Schroeders,
‘the total package also inelud-
ed new drapes and extensive .
carpeting.

The team has been ‘moving
into a crossbreed beef herd —
Angus or, Herefords with
Charolais. Jim has been rais-
ing quite a few hogs and con-
siderable fencing has been
completed during the nearly
two decades

res

- it. 1t takes steady work lmblts 1
to'show in‘the net fetutds, |

e ——
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&

WIN CONSERVATION AWARDS — Iowa coun-
ty Soil Conservation district winners were pre-
sented plaques at the annual awards banquet
last Wednesday night at Middle America. Seat-
ed left to right are John LaRoque, Williams-
burg, sixth grade teacher at Conroy, winner in

Name Five - -

Pointing to the need for con-
servation practices in Iowa
county Fred White, Soil Con-
servation commission mem-
ber, told the group attending
the annual awards banquet
last Wednesday night about a
study of agricultural run off on
the Towa river between Mar-
shalltown and Marengo.

The study, White said, was
made three days between
Aug. 30 and Sept. 1 after a two
inch rain during the period.
Organic content was up 26,000
percent after the rain White
said of the study conducted by
Dr. Robert Morris, head of the
state hygiene laboratory. Or-
ganic content included soil,
fertilizers, barnlot run off, in-
secticides and herbicides, etc.

“Farms are major. pollu-
ters,”” White said.

Work on conservation is be-
ing done and five people were
honored at the banquet for
their efforts.

Awards went to Carl
Schnebbe, long time coopera-
tor division; Rudy Schroeder
and James Baldwin, owner- -
operator division; Orville
Wichmann, new cooperator;
and John LaRoque, teacher di-
vision..

Schnebhe who farms 250
acres west\of Conroy has 80
acres of contouring, 4.6 acres
grassed watervay. 22 acres
strip cropping, 13,439 feet of

- tile, 18,450 feet terraces, one .

teacher division; Orville Wichmann, new co-.
operator division; James Baldwin, operator,
and Rudy Schroeder, owner in owner-operator
division; and Carl Schnebbe, long time coopera-
tor division. Wives of the men are standing in-

back of each.

Named Conservation Winners

quately treated for soil con-
servation. Schnebbe feeds
about 250 head of cattle, 600
hogs per year. :

Schroeder owns 484 acres of
land farmed by Baldwin, La-
dora. There are two erosion
control structures on the
farm, 9.5 acres in wildlife
management, two farm
ponds, four acres grassed wa-
terway, 16,247 feet tile, 1,400
feet diversion terrace and 355
acres of land adequately
treated according to Soil Con-
servation . standards. The
farm has a beef-cow herd and
hogs.

Land adequately treated is
land used within its capability

erosion control structure and = on which the conservation

192 acres of the land ade-

10-1-72. Tawspal- Dbure

John LaRoque wins conservation award

Special honor came to ..John
LaRoque, sixth grade teacher in
the Williamsburg community
school system recently when the
awards were -presented in the
annual Soil Conservation con-
test with awards going to farm-
ers and teachers.

Winners in Region Sey
éC‘ra.‘x_‘l Sghx}dbbe of Maren,
and family opera
Schroeder of Marerpnzo :?;
Baldwin, landlord-tenant
ed; John A. LaRoque,
#Award in the teacher
is based on effectiveness

| 'servation education both

classroom and on field
‘C(n_ltes_t is sponsored by
Moines Register.

practices that are essential to

——its protection and planned im-

provement have been applied.

Wichmann who lives south
of Homestead has a cattle-hog
operation on the 215 acre
farm. There are 7.5 acres
grassed waterway, 11,387 feet
tile, 86 acres contouring, 27
acres strip cropping and 140
acres land adequately
treated.

All landowners applying for
conservation practices that
meet SCS specifications are
eligible for government cost
sharing through the REAP
program administered by
Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation service county
committee. Cost sharing is
“available at varying rates de-
pending on the type of conser-
vation practices installed said
Rick Cordes, SCS director.

LaRoque teaches sixth
grade at Conroy. He tries to
get his students out doors as
much as possible on hikes, etc.
he told the conservationists
and tries to instill apprecia-
tion of land, wildlife around,
soil and water conservation.

There were 12 teachers from

e

the county attending the fall
teachers conservation work-
shop recently. Expenses for
the group, larger than usual,
normally cared for entirely by
SCS were helped also by Wil-
liamsburg Chamber of Com-
merce and Jaycees.

Slides of their 4-H exchange
trip to Tennessee were shown
by Patricia Hagen and Phil
Bott.

Also attending the dinner
were Keith Glandon, Des
Moines, area conservationist,
and George Golinghorst, Wal-
cott, commissioner in Scott
county who has been vice
president of the ITowa AssSocia-
tion of Soil Conservation dis-
trict commissioners.

Tillage May -
>rop Diseases

" minimum -
nservation
pase the in- -

can be par-
by plowing

’ ) 3
Aons o - fle el

patipn_ and not planting seed
{ for infected fields.

the fall.

bases as-
b refuse on
are stem
item blight,

infected re-
s an aid in
ere soil ero-
blem. Other
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This is the first of a series of newsletters we plan to publish throughout the year and coming years. We hope you will beceme better.

IOWA COUNTY
SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

NEWSLETTER

'écquainted with the District Soil Conservation Service personnel, and the services we provide.

Many people believe we strictly provide conservation assistance to farmers. Although in lowa County, farmers do constitute the great-
ést number of our clientel, our services are not limited to this area. Any home owner in town, Civic organization or governmental unit
needing assistance with a soil or water conservation problem need only ask and we’ll do our best to provide the technical information ne- .
cessary to solve the problem. In addition to on the land assistance, resource plans and inventories can also be prepared upon request from a
governmental unit or an agency within the unit. For example, we assisted the county by identifying soils best suited for a sanitary land fill.
We are presently assisting the county wide planning commission with soils information to help.in making land use planning decisions. The
Williamsburg Planning Commission requested assistance as to soil limitations for such things as residential development with public sewer
and buildings for light industrial and commercial use. Woodland inventories, wildlife inventories, recreation inventories, and others could

be developed.

We hope everyone will take the time to become better acquainted with the services available to them through their Soil Conservation

District.

. |If you have any questions or comments of any kind we will be happy to assist you.

Telephone 668-2359

OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS

Today, school programs often provide the
only opportunity for many young citizens
to learn how they depend on natural re-
sources and how man'’s use and care of soil,
water and air affect our environment. Viuch

" can be learned from textbooks, lectures and

discussions. But in an outdoor classroom,
children can learn directly from the natu-
ral environment as well as about it.

As an intedral part of the school site, an
outdoor classroom expands the learning en-
vironment readily accessible to children and
teachers. |ts use requires no special permit,
no time-consuming arrangements for trans-
portation, lunches, and comfort facilities,
and no shifting of class schedules. More
important, it is immediately available for
continuous studies, for the unexpected ob-
servation, for supervised individual study
projects, and for capitalizing on the ““teach-
able moment.” '

Here, through working with natural re-
sources, students learn how their decisions
and behavior affect other living things and
how people are affected by the way they

use soil, water, air and other living creatures.

By observing, classifying, measuring, analy-
zing, and interpreting phenomena, children
gain not only essential learning skills but al-
so an idea of their own relation to the na-
tural world. As they acquire knowledge
and understanding from and about the en-
vironment, they also develop some com-
petence in evaluating alternatives for using
and managing resources.

Attitudes guide our behavior, and they are
shaped early in life. In outdoor classrooms,
children can have the many sensory and
other learning experiences with soil, water,
plants and animals needed to develop a per-
sonal value system that gives priority to be-

OFFICE PERSONNEL: Rick Cordes, District Conservationist; Clem McBride, Technician; Lennis Doehrmann, Clerk
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS: Fred White, Dick Mouchka, Don Eash, Vernon Sandersfeld, Keith Enochson, David McCartney, Ass't. Com.

havior consistent with rational and prudent
use of these resources.

In integrating conservation instruction into
the K-12 curriculum an outdoor class-
room can serve as a laboratory for all stu-
dies in the curriculum: physieal ard-social
sciences, arts and humanities, vocational ed-
ucation, and others.

The decision to develop an outdoor class-
room usually comes long after school build-
ing and facilities are in place on a site. But
the un-used parts of a site, perhaps those
too hilly, too wet, or otherwise considered
undesireable, may be ideal for an outdoor
classroom. Generally, a conservation plan
for the entire school site is needed. -

Each outdoor classroom is an individual
project, It must be planned according to
the size and shape of the area available and
to the topography, climate, geologic fea-
tures, geographic location, and special re-

~source problems of that site.

Any schools interested in developing an
outdoor classroom may contact the Soil
Conservation Service office in Williams-
burg.

RURAL ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ( REAP )

As many af you have already heard, the
administration has eliminated the Rural
Environmental Assistance Program (REAP)
For those who ma:;1 not be familiar with
this program ‘it provided government cost-
sharing to landowners applying conserva-
tion practices on their farms. The REAP
program replaced the old ACP cost-sharing
program two years ago. Since the concep-
tion of the cost-sharing program it was be-
lieved that since everyone benefits, every-
one should bear part of the cost; not just
the landowner.

According to the conservation needs inven-
tory, from a total of 173,483 acres of crop-
land, 86,974 acres are adequately protected
in lowa County. We have a long way to go
before we can consider our soils protected =
to the extent-that theywih-maintain their
productivity and that our lakes and streams
will be clear of sediment.

At a recent Ag-Pollution Seminar in lowa
City, ag-engineers,agronomists and industri-
alists all agreed that the major portion of:
pollution could be controlled by more and -
better soil and water conservation. Good
soil and water conservation practices are
long term capital investments and farmers
should not be expected to bear the cost-
alone, since all mankind benefits.

Take the time to write your congressman
to convince him of the importance of a
conservation cost-sharing program.

CROP CLINIC

A series of crop clinics are being planned

by the Extension Service in January and:
February. Included in the program will be

presentations on lowa County soils and the

Scil Conservancy Law which has been ini-
tiated in lowa. More information concern-

ing these and other topics will be provided

by the Extension Service.

COMMISSIONERS SHORT COURSE

The district commissioners from lowa
County will be attending the 28th annual
Short Course For Soil Conservation District
Commissioners which is being held January
16 and 17 at Ames, lowa. Some of the to-
pics will include crop production, land use
planning, drainage laws and drainage prin-
ciples and Soil Conservation District Out-
look. It should prove to be a very informa-
tive two days.
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Teachers Attend |
ConservationWorkshop

Carol Gryp, third grade
teacher, and Arlene Ford, H
sixth grade teacher, both at |
Hartwick, attended the Iowa

| Conservation Education Coun-
i cil's Western Iowa Conserva-

ton Education Workshop at
the 4-H Camp near Luther,
Oct. 13-14.

Some 150 teachers gathered
to exchange information about
time -tested and innovative
activities and programs deal-
ing with the workstiop theme

| of "Ideas to Action",

Minimum fillace grows fo 3 million acres in 5 vears

DES MOINES - Minimum
tillage has grown from virtually
none in Iowa five years ago to
being practiced on nearly 3 million
acres now, according to Wilson
Moon, state conservationist for the
USDA Soil Conservation Service.

According to a recent survey by
the SCS, more than 28,000 farmers,
or a third of all farmers in Iowa,
have changed from the moldboard
plow to conservation tillage
machines and other tools to
prepare seedbeds for corn and
soybeans.

Moon says conservation tillage
can substantially reduce wind and
water erosion in the state. Leaving
sufficient crop residue spread
evenly over the field can reduce
soil losses from water erosion by 90
percent over conventionally plant-
ed fields, and can totally eliminate
soil loss on cropland from wind
erosion.

‘A variety of new machines and
different - uses for old machines
account for the phenomenal

increase in conservation tillage in
the last five years,” Moon said.
Half the conservation tilled land
was planted with special ma-
chines, including the till planter,
chisel planter, no-till planter, and
rotary till planter. Seedbeds on the
other half of the land were
prepared with machinery already

-available on farms, including the

disk, field cultivator and similar
equipment.

Although conventional machines
leave less residue on the ground,
they do help somewhat to reduce
erosion, Moon said. The disk and
other conventional machines are
being used mostly on soybean
ground.

The most popular special
conservation tillage machine has

been the chisel plow. Its use
increased 30 percent last year
bringing the total land it is used on
to 900,000 acres. Much of this land
is in central and north-central
Iowa. ;

A modest increase .in till
planting, most used in northwest
Iowa, brought its total acreage to
more than a quarter million acres.

No-till planting, a system of

planting with the least soil

disturbance and the most potential
for erosion control, has increased
to a total of 100,000 acres in Iowa.
This system was developed for
planting on grass sod but is also
being used on corn and bean fields.

Moon said that some” form of
conservation tillage could be used
on every farm in the state, adding

IOWA CO. FARMER

November, 1972

that it is most effective when
combined with terraces, contour-
ing and other conservation prac-
tices.

“Itis a practice that farmers ean
adopt and use in a very short time.
I think it has a promising future as
a way of farming to protect Iowa’s
soil and water resources.”

\
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Farm ibnds ;

Provide All

~Around Resource

Abundant and clean sources
of water have become the con-
cern of many Iowa county
residents including farmers
says Carl Lantz, director of
Iowa county ASC. Iowa coun-
ty has been adding an aver-
age of ten farm: ponds each
year for the pa.t five years.

Most of these ponds have
been Built with: help from the
Rural Envrionmental Assist-
ance Program (REAP) and
its predecessor program ad-
ministered by the Agricul-
tural Stabilization and Con-
servation service of the U. S.
Department of Agriculture.

Uses for farm ponds go far
beyond holding fish and cateh-
ing rainwater Lantz notes.
Firefighting, erosion control,
recreation, and livestock and
wildlife watering are otherim-
portant functions of farm
ponds.

Along with helping to con-
trol sediment and flood
waters, farm ponds also pro-
vide a readily available sup-
ply of water for emergencies.
Many times a readily acces-
sible farm pond means the dif-
ference between the salvage
of a barn and’a total loss. °

Farmers have long used the
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$CS defends channelization as conse

WASHINGTON - The U. S. Soil
Conservation Service, sensitive to
» environmental grumblings, has
published two articles on stream
“‘channelization” aimed at clari-
. fying the muddy waters of
discontent.

Channelization is the process of
straightening, dredging and clean-
ing out a stream so it will carry

re water during periods of
' excess rainfall. The process is used
commonly in SCS watershed
programs which are designed to
reduce soil erosion on farm land.

Critics say SCS too often applies
channelization ruthlessly, thus
causing damage to plant and
wildlife ecology. Some groups,
including the Natural Resources
Defense Council, Inc., have gone to
court in an effort to force SCS to
tone down its :channelization
policy.

But Kenneth E. Grant, adminis-

trator of the Agriculture Depart-
ment agency, says in the current
issue of “Soil Conservation”
magazine that channelization has
been overplayed.

“Too often, channelization has
been treated by its critics as if it
were a total program,”” Grant said.
“It isn’t.”

Grant said channel work is “‘just
one ingredient”. of water manage-
ment ina small watershed project,
and not everyone at that.

Some critics have said that SCS
plans to channelize some 150,000
miles of natural, fulltime streams
in the United States. Grant said
“‘that figure has no basis in fact”
and that the public has heard little
about the benefits of channeliza-
tion.

“One benefit is that you get
excess water off agricultural land
— and other lands, for that
matter,” Grant said. “If you keep

farm pond as a conservation -

tool. Many are-used to water
livestock:, Plage )
tegic location, @ farm pond en-
ables a farmer to more ef-
ficiently use and conserve
more areas of his farm with-
out over-grazing and damag-
ing the protective cover or the
land itself. :

Along with provid’i’ng‘f hab- -
_itat for wildlife, many farm

d in..a stra- .

‘ponds_also provide pleasant

. servation practices which im-

%

recreational areas. V2o

Farmers interested” in
‘learning more . details about
REAP cost-sharing for farm
ponds, or about other con-

sprove farmland‘and the en-
vironment, should contact the

county ASCS office.

ey e

rvation step

three feet of water out of your
living room during Hurricane
Agnes, I'd call that a benefit.”

Grant’s comments were publish-

d as a questi? -answer interview

th. Hubert 'Kelly, information
director of SCS. Another article on
the subject, entitled ‘‘Channeliza-
tiorl — the Farmer’s Friend”, was
written by James H. Canterberry,
area conservationist for SCS at
Edenton, N. C.

“To most farmers and towns-
people channel work has long been
necessary to drain the low-lying
land, thus making farming poss-
ible and providing some protection

from floods,” Canterberry said.
Further, he said, channelization
also “is the only way” to restore
some natural streams which have
filled with sediment and debris.

North Carolina, in which Canter
berry describes channel benefits,
also is the site of the Chicod Creek
Watershed Project, a planned
operation challenged by the
Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil.

The council was successful in
delaying ‘channelization earlier
this year through court action until
SCS provided a background
statement on environmental ef-
fects.
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Reglonal Plunnmg Grouww&f

- “Comprehensive _regional
planning is very similar to
what we do as individualsorin

coumy, sets guidelines for all
major changes that will oc-
cur.

Total cost of consulting ser-
vices of three year period end-
ing July 1, 1973 is estimated at

our businesses,”” Don Shoup, v . 2 B
ESociety secrpeetary, old s ch'plamllmg oe §4dv3 gwmmga‘idgl;-zl p?u;?ngsﬁﬁ
‘ volves
of about 45 people who e - g thirds of this under the 701 pro-

e the co-
w ation of many, prefer-
all local governments,”’
Shoup continued. “In Iowa
county each of the towns and
the county government have
joined to form the Iowa Coun-
ty. Reglonal Planning com-
mission.”” He pointed out that
the commission had no power
or authority to enforce plans,
ordinances or regulations. Its
function is to recommend. Ac-
tion comes from each indivi-
dual government involved and
only for their territory he ex-
plained. -

ded an informational
meeting about the subject in
Iowp county regional plan-
ning at Wllllamsburg city hall
Nov. 29
The meetmg was not a hear-
'ipg, only an informational one
said Henry Zimpleman; chalr-\‘
man. 3

Shoup pointed out planning
inhlves setting a goal, mak- .
ans, taking action,
c g to see if it is working
out, etc. Regional planning, he
col ued, differs from indi-
al in that it affects the

gram. Total local cost of pro-
_gram - consultant fee, secre-
tarial services, supi)lles ete
is $15,909 or $.35 cents pen%
son per year. B

prehensive regional planning
is a tool whereby all con-
cerned citizens through
elected county officials can
exercise definite control over
.the future development of the
-county. By becoming and re-
maining involved in sound
planning process we can in-
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Plan National Conference on Conservation Tlllage —

ANKENY, IOWA — Using surface vegetatlve cover
‘in crop production to maintain environmental quality
~will be.the theme of a national conference on conser- |
“vation tillage, March 28 - 30 in Des Moines, lowa. j
' The conference is being sponsored by the Soil Con- |-
servation Society of America in cooperation with the |

X American Society of Agricultural Engineers, American -
" Society of Agronomy and National Association of Co- | .
nservation Districts. It will be held at the Fort Des
Moines Hotel.

George Bagley, NACD vice-president from St. Jo-
seph, La. will deliver the keynote address at the open-
ing session on Wednesday, March 28. Following will
be a discussion of conservation tillage system concepts
and a series of papers on the management principles |
involved in conservation tillage. These include soil ‘
physical properties, soil temperature effects, soil water
storage and evaporation nutrient availability, root |
growth, soil micro-organisms, weed control plant di-
sease and insect control.

A banquet will conclude the first day’s program.

Environmental consideration, economics and spe-
cific conservation tillage systems are the focal points
of the Thursday, March 29 program. The day’s
opening ses:ion will concentrate on the use of surface
residues and tillage systems to control soil erosion
and maintain water quality.

The following session will analyze the costs and
returns of conservation tillage systems in humid and
semi-humid as well as arid and semi-arid regions.

A luncheon session will precede a review of those
specific conservation tillage systems that have proven |
effective in producing crops while reducing erosion.

The closing session of the conference on Friday, |
March 30, will deal with the acceptance of conserva- |
tion tillage systems. Papers will consider the roles of
the farmer, conservation districts extension and re- '
search in promoting widespread use of conservation ‘
tillage.

Complete details on registration can be obtained |
from the Soil Conservation Society of America, i
7515 Northeast Ankeny Rd., Ankeny, lowa 50021. |
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Shoup told the group;“com-‘ A

- municipality recently made 9V __
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.-' N 3 :

for the purpose of design and
construction of a sanitary sys-
tém. Application for funds was
denied by the federal govern-
ment because the municipali-
ty was not participating in a
.. regional comprehensive plan-
““hning program. Needless to
say, the municipality in-

sure planning process will re-
main under county control.”

“One very lmportant point
to keep in mind,” he conti-
nued, “‘is that if we choose to
sit back and watch or refuse to |
become involved in time con-

suming controversy we w1ll

P tually dli ten thé process | - volved, after payment of pre-
yWereb te and federal  viously outstanding assess-

¥ Ligeemcle 1 dictate planning  ments, is now amember of our
Processe§ nstead o havmg plannin g commission.|

the prlvtlege of plannmg our - "“<“we might think of this ac-

o tion by the federal govern-

“‘One of our lowa countv ; i
“munici itially chose ~ment as being a bit harsh, or
nicipalities initially dictatorial, yet it gives us a

not to par tlcnpate fmanmally Kok 3
or otherwise in the lowa Coun. ~ ¢léar indication of th direc-
tion local government is ex-

ty Plannine commission,” ”
Shoup noted. This same Pected totake, Shouppomted

application for federal funds ““We are being told (and, in n.

+ Conservation Service.

o ne.third of all bR i Towa. beeh” B

. have changed from the moldboard increased 30 percent last year, ‘

“Conservation
tillageisup

Conservation tillage has grown Although conventional machines
from virtually none in Iowa five leave less residue on the ground,
years ago to being practiced on they do help somewhat to reduce
nearly 3 million acres now, erosion, Moon says. The disk and
according to Wilson Moon, state other conventional machines are
conservationist for the USDA Soil being dused mostly on soybean }
groun
According to a recent survey by : >

plow “to  conservation tillage bringing the total land it is used on
machines and other tools to to 900,000 acres. Much of this land
prepare seedbeds for corn and is in central and north-central
soybeans. Iowa.

Moon says conservation tillage A modest mcrease in till
can substantxally reduce wind and planting, most used in northwest
water erosion in the state. Leaving Iowa, brought its total acreage to |
sufficient crop residue spread more than % million acres. ‘
evenly over the field can reduce No-till planting, a system of
soil losses from water erosion by 90 planting with the least soil
percent over conventionally plant- disturbance and the most potential
ed fields, and can totally eliminate for erosion control, has increased
soil loss on cropland frqm wind! to a total of 100,000 acres in Towa.
erosion. “A variety / of new This system was developed for
machines and different uses for old: planting on grass sod but is also
machines account for the pheno- being used on corn and bean fields.
menal increase in conservation’ Moon says that some form of
tillage in the last five years,” Moon conservation tillage could be used |
says. " on every farm in the state, adding |

Half the conservation tilled land that it is most effective when
wﬁplanted with special machine- combined with terraces, contour-

cluding the till planter, chisel ing and other conservation practi-

: planter no-till planter, and rotary ces. “It is a practice that farmers
till planter. Seedbeds on the other can adopt and use in a very short
"half of the land were prepared with time. I think it has a promising

machinery already available on future as a way of farming to |
farms, including the disk, field protect Iowa’s soil and water
cultivator and similar equipment. resources.”’ |

my opinion, rightfully so) to
get. personally involved in

comprehensive planning for.

our region or county. We are
also being told that if we don’t
involve ourselves others will

do our planning for us. For this .

reason I feel it imperative that
we get involved, all of us, not
as citizens of Marengo Wil-
liamsburg, Amana or Par-
nell, not as farmers or city
dwellers but as citizens of
a county.”

Lorne Nestrud, a s011 scien-

tiest with the Soil Conserva-

tion Service, presented a pro-|
gram showing how soils infor- |
mation can be used in plan-!

ning. He pointed to examples

where failure to give ade-
quate consideration to soils

‘had resulied in expensive
problems for highway con-
struction and in residential de-
velopments.

Rick Cordes, local Soil Con-
servation Service, and other
S.C.S. personnel assisted in
the presentation.

Iowa county has 186 map-

ping units of soils. There are 49
different soil typesin the coun-
ty some good for growing
crops, others not, some good
for buildings, build roads,

some for bases, etc., Cordes;

said. Soil neeas to be consi-
dered first Cordes told the,

group. A soil survey report -

was issued here in 1967 and is
available at the soil conserva-
tion service office he conti-
nued. It can help engineers|

Need For Plannmg, Soil Study Influence Noted At Meeting

and others evaluate soil

suitability for many uses.

The SCS assisted the county
in locating or providing infor-
mation on suitable soil types
for the samtary landfill he
noted.

Cordes also pointed out in a
series of slides how soils, wa-
ter tables, etc. affect a varie-
ty of building and land uses..
Slides from both Iowa county
and out of the county showing
various soils and a variety of
uses were:shown.

Nestrud recommended that’
those planning to build a house
in the country should first con-
sider how and where they are:

/(Please turn to page 2)
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TAKE TOUR——Members of the county Soil Conservation and Agricul-
tural Stabilization services, staff members and others toured several
farms in the county last week to see how county funds have been put to use.
Here left to right Mrs. Lennis Doehrmann, SCS office assistant; Mrs. Doro-
thy Kleinmeyer, Mrs. Irene Wetjen, ASCS office; Carl Lantz, ASC; Les
Furseth, ASC area fieldman, and Clem McBride, SCS, look over part of the
hog confinement operation at the Delmar Wetjen farm west of Conroy.
Funds for the manure pit below the slats of the pen were applied for but
have not been approved as yet pending engineers signature on the project.
.Projects which do not use already approved plans must be certified by li-

censed engineer.
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LOOKS AT MANURE PIT——ASC and SCS committees toured the Nyle
Felling farm southwest of Marengo. Cattle manure pit in foreground was
frozen at time of tour. Project has not been approved because not enough
reinforcement steel was used to meet specifications set by the state and
federal governments for this type of cost sharing project. The SCS does not
design manure pits. All concrete pits either meet specifications according
to plans already on file or plans drawn up must be certified by a licensed en-

gineer as meeting specifications. Runoff from the concrete manure pit here.
will go into lagoon across the road in back of the men looking over the pro-

ject. Left to right are Lambert Elwood, Fred White, Carl Lantz, Felling,
and Lowell McKean, county extension director.

& i 3% st §

LOOK OVER PONDS——ASC and SCS tour included the ponds at the Orlo
G.J. Buswell farm southeast of Marengo where a confinement cattle feed-
ing operation has been set up. Part of the lot is area right in foreground. Top
pond is a settling basin while the bottom one is a collecting one. Runoff then
goes into waterway and soaks into ground. Ponds have not been approved
because they did not meet specifications as determined before the project
began according to SCS. Dam structures were to be constructed with 214: 1
slope and actual construction was 1': 1 according to Clem McBride, SCS
technician. The more gradual slope is more stable, not so apt to sluff off, is
easier to seed and consequently less erosion occurs said Rick Cordes, SCS.
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Cancellation of REAP program affects Conservation

Since the 1973 REAP cost-share program was can-
celled, many people have asked how this affects the -
assistance available through the Soil Conservation Dis-
trict and the' Soil Conservation Service.

The lowa County Soil Conservation District was or-
ganized in 1945 to carry out a program of soil and
water conservation in lowa County. A Memorandum
of Understanding was entered into with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture which outlined the assistance
the Soil Conservation Service would provide to land-

owners in the District.

Conservation planning is the basis of all the services
provided. This can include individual planning, group
planning and planning for units of government. Du-
ring the planning process, goals are discussed for the
land unit. A soils map is provided with basic soils in-
formation and interpretations to aid in land use deci-
sions. Land use capabilities are discussed and the de-
cisions are recorded. The resulting plan enables the
landowner to adequately protect his investment and

economically develop his resources.

We hope that a new cost-share program will be es-
tablished but even if it is not, SCS personnel will con-
tinue to prepare conservation plans, design conserva-
tion practices, and assist with the development and

wise use of resources.
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Announce Plans
For Conservation

‘Speech Contest

Contestants are now being
accepted for participation in
the 1973 soil conservation
speech contest.

° Statewide contest, spon-
sored on the local level by
- county soil conservation dis-
trict, and Patrons Mutual In-
 surance association, Wil-
liamsburg, is open to all junior

and senior high school stu- .

dents in the county.
Topic for the contest will be

"Long - Range Community -

Benefits from Proper Land
Management”. >
Local contest will be held at

the Williamsburg city hall -

Mar. 27 at 7:30 p.m. Winner of .

the local contest will advance

. to the regional competition in

June or July.
. First, second, and third
:“place winners of the local con-

test will each receive a plaque

and $15, $10, and $5 respect-
- ively. Each additional par-
- ticipant will receive $2.

. Anyene interested in enter- ;-
.-ing the contest may obtain in- -

. formation from the Soil Con-

- servation Service office, Wil-.

liamsburg. All youths, rural or

‘urban,” are  encouraged -to

"enter.

Nature trail planning, out-

t door laboratory use, field
" trips, and study of man's man-

agement of his resources and
environment will be part of the
program:for this year’'s Iowa
teachers conservation camp.

The three-week course will
be offered June 11-29 at Cedar
Falls and again July 9-27 at
Burlington. In the past, the
course has been held at
Springbrook state park.

“By taking the program clo-
ser to the home environment
of the participants, we hope to
be of more direct help to
schools and teachers in
developing conservation
education programs,” says
Camp Director Bernard Clau-
sen, Cedar Falls.

The course, open to both ele-
mentary and secondary teach-
ers, offers three hours of uni-
versity credit. It is jointly
sponsored by the University of
Northern Iowa, Iowa Depart-
ment of Public Instruction,
Iowa Conservation Commis-
sion, and Iowa Department of
Soil Conservation.

Formore information, Clau-
sen advises. writing him at
UNTI or contact the conserva-
tion education committee of
the local soil conservation dis-
trict. Iowa County teachers
may contact John LaRoque,
chairman of the education
committee or the Soil Conser-
vation Service office, Wil-
liamsburg.




 Petitions Are Presented. - -

{7470 F ¢ L & §
,_*-_:./ Lt §.Clolg e’ P

Control of Erosin is
Being Planned

Throughout Iowa county

the finishing touches are being |

put on plans for cropping or

construction projects con- .
ceived over the long winter

months and the machinery is
poised to begin carrying them
out. Fred White, Chairman
of the ITowa County Soil Con-

‘ servation District, points out

that an important part of plan-
ning considerations should be
measures to assure the con-

« trol of erosion from unpro-
* tected land,

He cautioned that “Never;

in history has the conserva-
tion and wise development of

our natural resources been

more important. Soil, water,

| forests, fish and wildlife, open
~ space, natural beauty all are \

highly vulnerable to misuse
and waste.”’

At the local level, offi-
cials of soil conservation dis~
tricts are working to conserve |
and develop these resources ‘
for all people. White empha-
sized that soil conservation
and planning services are avail-
able through the Districtoffice
and these services are provided
without charge to urban andi
rural residents alike.

Serving the Iowa County |
Soil Conservation District
along with Chairman  White
are: Commissioners Donald |
Eash, Parnell; Richard Mouch- |
ka, Marengo; Keith Enochson,
Conroy; Vernon Sandersfeld,
Homestead; and Assistant
Commissioner David Mec- |
Cartney, North English, 3

Septic tanks need
cleaning in spring

Regular maintenance is re-
fuired for successful septic tank
operation in a home sewage
disposal system, Dale Vander-
holm told Iowa and Benton
- county residents attending a

) sanitary waste disposal meeting

- March 5 at the Colony Inn in

‘Amana.

Vanderholm, extension agri-

' cultural engineer at Iowa State

university, Ames, said septic
tanks should be cleaned before
sludge and scum accumulations
build up and are carried out the
outlet. Such discharge clogs the
soil absorption system and is the
primary cause of septic tank
failure. _

He explained that a septic tank

| combines anaerobic decomposi-

tion with settling and flotation to
treat household sewage. The
solids content of septic tank

_effluent is much less than that of

raw sewage and can be

- infiltrated into the ground

through a soil absorption system.

““A successful soil absorption
\system first requires a soil with
adequate infiltration character-
istics,” he continued. “The
system must be adequately sized
and properly installed. The final
requirement for successful oper-
ation is regular tank mainte-
nance, which means a periodic

. cleaning.”

Some areas are not suitable for
_ septic tank systems, he added.
High water tables, tight soils,
- fractured rock formations and
some other conditions prohibit
the use. of septic tanks with soil

_ absorption systems. Other treat-

“mont methods are available for
such conditions. For example,

. naturally aerobic sewage lagoons

with surface spreading of the
effluent may work in tight soil
areas. Sand filter systems for
septic tank effluent are another
possibility.

Treatment systems using me-
chanical aeration are becoming
available, according to the
engineer. ‘‘However, it is doubt-
ful that any of the current
systems will produce an effluent
of suitable quality for discharge
into water courses”, he said.

“Evapotransplratlon systems |
appear successful in more arid |
parts of the country. But they
may not function as well where |
natural precipitation and eva-
poration are nearly equal.

“While a simple solution to
home waste disposal problems is
not always available, we have
enough alternatives to design a
successful system for most
situations’’, Vanderholm said.

Others on the program includ-
ed Rick Cordes and Floyd Peters
of the Iowa and Benton County
Soil Conservation service offices.
They discussed local soil types
and their effects on sewage
treatment systems. Mr. Harry |
Grant of the State Department of
Health covered state regulations.
Larry Webert, Benton County
Sanitarian, explamed local regu-
lations.

The meeting was sponsored by
the Cedar Rapids Area Extension
service of Iowa State university. |
Three other educational meet- |
ings on home sewagedlspoaalare 1
scheduled throughout the Cedar |

Rapids extension area during the |

next two weeks.
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Mdrengo city councilmen
unanimously accepted peti-
tiens signed by 280 voters re-
questing a bond issue to vote
on a new swimming pool.
Council moved that a bond is-
sue be held at the earliest pos-
Aible date.

Tuesday morning Harold
Swilt, city attorney, told The
- P-R that he had talked with
» Philip Dorweiler, Des Moines,
who has been bonding attor-
ney for the new city hall, wa-
ter tower and Marengo
Memorial - hospital addition.

Dorweiler told Swift the peti--

tions for the swimming pool
would have to be recirculated
ineluding additional informa-
tion on the amount of millage
lhe new pool would cost. That
“Amount will be determined
g;hen the valuation has been
stablished and the council
‘has agreed on the number of
vears over which to spread
payment. For an amount of
$150.000 this might be 20 years
Dorw vlll'l \.Ild »

Members of the new swim-
ming pool commission met

~with councilmen Wednesday

night and reviewed their find-
ings. Included was possibility
that federal funds may be
available for the project. To be
eligible for funds. however, a
professional planner would
need to be retained to carry
out some work in preparation
for an application.

Dave Hogan, spokesman for
the pool commission, reiter-
ated pool commission find-
ings - that is based on existing
conditions and needs a new
swinmming pool shouyld be con-
structed. The present one, the
eommission says, would not
meet minimum standards of
the state board of health.

" American Legion, wnich
has owned, operated and
staffed the pool for 42 years,
has agreed to open the pool
this year but will not next
year. They plan to repair
valves in the filtering system

~t< Ll &

alls For Swim Pool Vote

and inlet.piping so it may bc
opened this year and will com-
pletely drain and clean the
pool with an acid bath tomake
it more sanitary.

The pool commission had re-

1ined D.C. Taylor company
as a consultant. Consultation
is f[ree dependent on the
company getting the bid on
new pool construction or if a
bond issueidoes not pass. If the
company does not gét the bid.,
then there is an 8 percent fee.

The swimming pool com-
_mission told the council

felt a bond issue, if bonding

capacity allows this, should be
for $150,000 of which $125,780
would be for actual construc-
tion of a 4,000 square foot pool.
Additionally: money would be
needed for first season opera-
tion and to begin retiring
bonds, they said.

Hogan was told to contact a
consulting engineer - Powers-
Willis, Towa City, to ask a

/ representative to meet with

- IRent mewodas are availapie ior
such conditions. For example,
naturally aerobic sewage lagoons

the council and commission to
explain what was needed to
obtain federal funds. That
meeting was scheduled for 7
p.m. Wednesday. Apr. 11.

A letter of cerulllcutlon from
the bonding- attorney is also
needed to determine bonding
capacity. Harold Swift. ecity
attorney, recommended the
council y.ctain an experienced
bonding attorney as they have
doneim other projects in the

abers of the pool com-

. mission attending in addition
to Hogan were Terrv Hous-

man, Mrs. Nyle Felling, Eve-
lyn Behrens, Al Kloess and
Keith Disterholft.

Lowell McKean, county ex-
tension director, met with the
council to discuss mosquito
control. See separate article.

Housing Areas
James Sauerbrei met with
the couneil on extension of city
water lines to property he has
agreed to buy and will build a

home on this summer He

pointed out there would be po-
‘tential” for four homes to be’

served in the area of Clinton
and what would be the east ex-
tension of May street..

The city agreed to run a stub
water line of about 200 feet on
an easement agreement
with Ed Brecht to run the line
across his property so that he

* too could connect to it at a fu-

‘ture time.

Mrs. Edward Shima ap-
peared before the council to

¥

ing streets and are planning on
100 foat fots to protect the look
- of the area.

There is presently no sewer
line on Miller street with none
serving the street west of Wes-

. ternavenue. Because the area

o

is in the city Maas said the city

- would place a sewer line there.

question procedures so far as

_the city is concerned on plat-
ting an area in the southwest
part of Marengo. Mrs. Shima -

said they own about 200 acres
in the area which includes
land between Pine and Miller
streets.

.Shimas propose to plat the
area on the south side of Pine
street first. Water and sewer
lines are _on the other side of
the street. She said they pro-
pose to have houses face exist-

Kenneth Hadenfeldt, water

- commissioer, pointed out that

Pine street is offset inthe area
under discussion. Dr. David
Fry. councilman, also pointed
out that because water and
sewer lines run north
south that even though streets
are not put through between
Pine and Miller an easement
area should be left on what
would be the street extensions
for water and sewer lines.
Soil Maps

Richard Cordes. county soil
conservationist. displayed soil
surveys of the county indicat-
ing types of maps that the SCS
can prepare for a municipali-
ty including an area within a
two mile radius.

Maps are colored accord-
ing to a code indicating soil
limitations which effect land
useage Cordes explained. This
helps, he continued, indicate|
what special planmng might

and‘

/be necessary in building. He
noted that sometimes extra
expense is involved for people
planning building when soil
types are not suited for the
proposed project.

Cordes explained that the

| service would be free to Ma-
rengo and in addition to the
maps soil sheets would be in-



Crew:

Tornado rips county Saturday,
hits 19 farms;

; Perhaps the worst damaged house from the tornado that struck Iowa county
Saturday was the Clayton Ford home between Parnell and Holbrook. The
solid brick structure, believed to be about 107 years old, had one end
completely tofn out of it. The venerable house was burn down Tuesday by

ouses

Cla yfon Ford home wrecked burned down
the W‘ﬂliamsburg fire department after insurance adjusters deemed it too  bricks thick. The house did not burn quickly. These two pictures show the

badly damaged to salvage. Firemen reported that the outside walls were ‘Ford house as it looked immediately after the tornado hit Saturday (left)
built with three thicknesses of bricks. and that two inside walls were two  and during the fire Tuesday afternoon.
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estroyed;,
move for cleanup and repair

A thundering tornado npped
through southeast and eastern
Iowa county Saturday afternoon
damaging or destroying 19 farms
and causing an estimated $600,-
000 in damage.

Workers moved in Sunday and
Monday to begin to restore the
damage and pick up debris.

Miraculously, there was no
death and only one minor injury,
to Mrs. Bert O’Brien, who was hit
on the head with a brick. She was
hospitalized overnight Saturday,
but was back working at her
wrecked home Sunday.

More tornado pictures

Perhaps the closest call in
terms of probable death came at
the Herbert and Lloyd Swain
farm seven miles east of
Williamsburg. The Herbert
Swains lived in a trailer house
about 50 feet from the farmhouse.
When they spotted and heard the
tornado, they decided to take
cover in the cement block garage
that is adjacent to the trailer.
However, just as they stepped out
into a lean-to entrance the
tornado swept the trailer house|
away and dumped it about 100
feet from its original location in/
front of the farmhouse. The
garage also was destroyed. ‘

Neighbors, friends and other
volunteers moved in quickly
Sunday and Monday to help clean
up the mess, and to aid with such
restoration of buildings as was
possible. A contingent of 139 men
from the well-known Mennonite
disaster relief corps appeared to
work Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday and possibly longer

Continued on Page 5, Col. 1
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FRED WHITES LOST HALF OF ROOF
It was replaced by Tuesday

|
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BERT O’BRIEN HOUSE WRENCHED FROM FOUNDATION
House was burned Tuesday



Tornado hits

19areafarms,
destroys houses

Continued from Page 1

on the farms.

Lunches, snacks and other
services for the victims and for
the volunteers were furnished at
St. Michael’s rectory at Holbrook
and at the Center in Parnell.

A disaster relief fund also was
started in Williamsburg. Local
businessmen set up accounts in
the two banks where contribu-
tions can be deposited.

The Iowa county civil defense
agency did a good job Saturday
and Sunday of blocking off the
entries to the disaster area to
prevent tourists and other
sightseers from disrupting the
work and from possible looting
and other illegal activities.

Some of the victims of the
tornado spotted the storm before
it hit, while others just knew
there was a very strong wind and
took cover. .-

Mrs. Lloyd Swain, who was at
home - with her three small
children, said she did not know
specifically that a tornado was in
the area.

“I decided to take to the
basement when I saw the
children’s swings  standing
straight out in the air,” Mrs
Swain said.

' Gone to work

Her husband had just gone to
work at the Little Amana Gulf
station about 15 minutes before
the storm hit.

When she got to the basement,
the wind knocked the house off
the foundation. She said she
thought thé house was gone. She
said she was drenched because
she was in a corner that was
exposed when the hguse was

ed about 10 feet off its
ation.

l‘lie injury to Mrs. O’Brien
came when a brick apparently
was. knocked off their house’s
foundation hit her on the head.
Their house also was knocked off
its foundation. Both the Swain
and the O’Brien homes are
considered a total loss, although
most of the furniture and other
furnishings in them were saved.

Mrs. O’Brien said their family
was warned by their son, Pat,
who was outside. He came
rushing into the house yelling for
them to go to the basement.

Went upstairs

Bert O’Brien, however, went
upstairs to close a couple
windows. He never made it to the
basement because he couldn’t get
the basement door open when he
got back downstairs.

Mrs. O’Brien said she and her
husband are considering retire-
ment and may not rebuild the
house, although their son, Pat,
might.

Another farm that received
major damage was the Luke
Collins place. Collins was sitting
in his living room visiting with his
sister, Sister Anna Catherine,
who teaches at a parochial school
in Minneapolis, when he spotted
the twister out the west window.
The Collins then headed for the
basement, where they were safe
as the storm ripped the second
floor off their house, destroyed
their barns and other outbuild-
ings and severely injured four
market-ready Angus steers, all of
which had to be Kkilled.

The Fred White family, along:
with son Lee and his wife visiting
his parents for Easter, were
sitting around the kitchen table
when Lee spotted the funnel out
th t wi dow The White .,

family quickly headed for the
basement, but not before Mrs.
White grabbed pillows and
blankets to protect their heads.
Wrenching noise

She said there was a loud
wrenching noise when the storm
took the west half of their roof off.
The roof was being replaced
Monday.

Perhaps the worst damaged
house was the Clayton - Ford
home. However, the Fords were
not at home at the time of ‘the
twister, rather being in North
Enghsh They arrived - home
shortly afterward to find their
farm in a shambles and one end
out of their house. It was judged a
total loss.

" Both the O’Brien and Ford

houses were burned down by the
Williamsburg fire 'department
Tuesday. After insurance adJus-
ters had finished their apprais-
als, it was deemed quickest and
most efficient just to burn the
houses in place rather than try to
tear them down.

Several barns also have been
burned.

There were five pockets of
damage in the county. The most
extensive was along the Black
Diamond road between Parnell
and Holbrook, where the tornado
touched down first at the Arnold
Hanson Jr. farm and then worked
its way along the road for 1%
miles to the Ford farm before
turning more northeast. There
was nothing then until the Joe
Black, and John Malloy farms on
the road 1% miles north of the
‘Black Diamond.

The Malloys lost a barn, a'large
machine shed and had severe
damage te their house,-although |
the house can be repaired. Mrs.
Malloy said the family was just
ready to go to Holbrook—and had
shut the barn doors preparatory

" to the storm-when they saw the

funnel. They then headed for ithe
basement. :
Heads northeast -~

After leaving that road, and
heading northeast again, the
storm took out several buildings
at the Dynese (Bud) Collums and
then caused over $100,000 in
damage at the Virgil Meyer
farm.

Mrs. Meyer said they also saw !
the funnel and got in the corner of |
their basement under a table.
The storm ripped the roof off
their house, which is relah ly
new. The basement of the it
level place was untouched, so the
family stayed there.

She said she heard the howling
noise of the tornado, but they

“didn’t know of the damage to the

house until they came outside.

The Meyers also lost their barn
and other buildings and a brand
new silo was damaged. Workmen
were ‘well on their way to
restoring the Meyers’ roof by
evening Monday.

Swains hit

The Swains live in the same
mile as the Meyers, northeast,
and were hit next.

The storm then skipped to the
Harvey Prizler and then the
Robert Martinsons, who live
eight miles straight east of
Williamsburg one mile short of
the Johnson county line. They lost
two barns. The storm-then lifted
again, as it continued on its
northeasterly course, before
touching down and ripping into
two mobile homes in the Oxford
area. >

Here is a list of the 19 :iarms

i damage in

varying. _
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on the farms.

Lunches, snacks and other
services for the victims and for
the volunteers were furnished at
St. Michael’s rectory at Holbrook
and at the Center in Parnell.

A disaster relief fund also was
started in Williamsburg. Local
businessmen set up accounts in
the two banks where contribu-
tions can be deposited.

The Iowa county civil defense
agency did a good job Saturday
and Sunday of blocking off the
entries to the disaster area to
prevent tourists and other
sightseers from disrupting the
work and from possible looting
and other illegal activities.

Some of the victims of the
tornado spotted the storm before
it hit, while others just knew
there was a very strong wind and
took cover. -

Mrs. Lloyd Swain, who was at
home - with her three small
children, said she did not know
specifically that a tornado was in
the area.

“lI decided to take to the
basement when I saw the
children’s swings  standing
straight out in the air,” Mrs
Swain said.

' Gone to work

Her husband had just gone to
work at the Little Amana Gulf
station about 15 minutes before
the storm hit.

When she got to the basement,
the wind knocked the house off
the foundation. She said she
thought thé house was gone. She
said she was drenched because
she was in a corner that was

when the house was
ed about 10 feet off its
foundation.

‘The injury to Mrs. O’Brien
came when a brick apparently
was. knocked off their house’s
foundation hit her on the head.
Their house also was knocked off
its foundation. Both the Swain
and the O’Brien homes are
considered a total loss, although
most of the furniture and other
furnishings in them were saved.

Mrs. O’Brien said their family
was warned by their son, Pat,
who was outside. He came
rushing into the house yelling for
them to go to the basement.

: Went upstairs

Bert O’Brien, however, went
upstairs to close a couple
windows. He never made it to the
basement because he couldn’t get
the basement door open when he
got back downstairs.

Mrs. O’Brien said she and her
husband are considering retire-
ment and may not rebuild the
house, although their son, Pat,
might.

Another farm that received
major damage was the Luke
Collins place. Collins was sitting
in his living room visiting with his
sister, Sister Anna Catherine,
who teaches at a parochial school
in Minneapolis, when he spotted
the twister out the west window.
The Collins then headed for the
basement, where they were safe
as the storm ripped the second
floor off their house, destroyed
their barns and other outbuild-
ings and severely injured four
market-ready Angus steers, all of
which had to be Kkilled.

The Fred White family, along:
with son Lee and his wife visiting
his parents for Easter, were
sitting around the kitchen table
when Lee spotted the funnel out
the west window. The Whiie
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family quickly headed for the
basement, but not before Mrs.
White grabbed pillows: and
blankets to protect their heads.
Wrenching noise

She said there was a loud
wrenching noise when the storm
took the west half of their roof off.
The roof was being replaced
Monday.

Perhaps the worst damaged
house was the Clayton - Ford
home. However, the Fords were
not at home at the time of the
twister, rather being in North
English. They arrived home
shortly afterward to find their
farm in a shambles and one end
out of their house. It was judged a
total loss.

" Both the O’Brien and Ford

houses were burned down by the
Williamsburg fire department
Tuesday. After insurance ad)us-
ters had finished their apprais-
als, it was deemed quickest and
most efficient just to burn the
houses in place rather than try to
tear them down.

Several barns also have been
burned.

There were five pockets of
damage in the county. The most
extensive was along the Black
Diamond road between Parnell
and Holbrook, where the tornado
touched down first at the Arnold
Hanson Jr. farm and then worked
its way along the road for 1%
miles to the Ford farm before
turning more northeast. There
was nothing then until the Joe
Black, and John Malloy farms on
the road 1%2 miles north of the
‘Black Diamond.

The Malloys lost a barn, a large
machine shed and had severe
damage to their house,-although |
the house can be repaired. Mrs.
Malloy said the family was just
ready to go to Holbrook—and had
shut the barn doors preparatory

* to the storm—when they saw the

funnel. They then headed for the
basement.
Heads northeast b -

After leaving that road, and
heading northeast again, the
storm took out several buildings
at the Dynese (Bud) Collums and
then caused over $100,000 in
damage at the Virgil Meyer
farm.

Mrs. Meyer said they also saw !
the funnel and got in the corner of |
their basement under a table.
The storm ripped the roof off
their house, which is relativ y1
new. The basement of the s
level place was untouched, so the
family stayed there.

She said she heard the howling
noise of the tornado, but they

"didn’t know of the damage to the

house until they came outside.

The Meyers also lost their barn
and other buildings and a brand
new silo was damaged. Workmen
were ‘well on their way to
restoring the Meyers’ roof by
evening Monday.

‘Swains hit

The Swains live in the same
mile as the Meyers, northeast,
and were hit next.

The storm then skipped to the
Harvey Prizler and then the
Robert Martinsons, who live
eight miles straight east of
Williamsburg one mile short of
the Johnson county line. They lost
two barns. The storm-then lifted
again, as it continued on its
northeasterly course, before
touching down and ripping into
two mobile homes in the Oxford
area. = :

Here is a list of the 19 farms
in varying..
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Robert Gurizenhauser, director of
the Iowa county civil defense
office: 3

~Paul Septer (who lives seven
miles southwest of Parnell, and

apparently was the first hit), silo *

damage.

—Arnold Hanson, lost machine
shed and fences. :

—James Taylor, lost barn and
part of roof off house. House still
liveable.

—Bert O’Brien. Farmstead
completely destroyed including

S e vaIyuMis -

. house, barn and outbuildings.
tornado hit as compiled by _

—Leonard Collins, part of roof
off barn and minor damage to the
house.

—Luke Collins. The roof and
most of the second floor were torn
off the house, the barn was
destroyed and other outbuildings
were damaged. Four cattle were
killed, but three could be
slaughtered immediately.
—Marguerite and Marie Spratt,

-lost part of the roof off their house

their barn and garage. The house
roof was being repaired. Also
damaged was their corn crib.

—Fred C. White, part of roof~
was lost off house and their barn
was practically destroyed.

—Clayton Ford. House destroy-
ed. Barn destroyed, along with
other buildings. ‘

—Joe Black, lost barn and corn
crib roof off.

-John F. Malloy, lost a
machine shed and barn, some
damage to the house.

—Dynise (Bud) Collum, house
damage to roof.

-Virgil Meyer. Lost roof off
house, also lost barn and other
outbuildings. Brand new . silo

. damaged.

—Herbert and Lloyd Swain.

7 House off, foundation and a total
" loss. Trailer home demolished.

Barn demolished. Hog house
demolished. Garage demolished.
Corn crib damaged.

-Harvey Prizler (located one
mile northeast of the Swains),
damage to house, lost cattle shed
and feeder. Damage to chicken

house.
-Robert Martinson, located
eight miles east of Williamsburg.

Two barns demolished on tvyo
different farmsteads. Corn crib
demolished and house damaged.
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HERBERT SWAINS BARELY ESCAPED DEATH IN THIS 1 y
It was hurled 100 feet moments after couple stepped into lea i
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Where soil conditions per- -
mit, substituting light disking |

: Let Soils Dry Out

Soil conservationist

‘For most Iowa farmers,
much field work remains to
be done if crops are to be
planted on time this year. Be-
cause of a late harvest last
year and a wet fall, very lit-
tle fall tillage and fertilization
got done., And, if wet, cool
conditions continue~to delay
s0il drying—some farm opera-
tors will be tempted to ‘‘jump
the gun” getting their spring

' field work done.

““Give your soils a chance
to dry out,”” advises Min
Amemiya, ISU extension agron-
omist. Tilling soils when wet
will turn up large slabs and
clods-and it’s difficult to get
a good seedbed without extra
secondary tillage trips. And
this takes time andlabor which
will be in rather short supply.
In addition, these extra trips
invite problems of soil com-
paction from tractor traffic.,

For best results this spring,
tillage should be shallower than
usual, working with the dryer
portions of the soil profile, re-
gardless of the tool or system
used. Reducing the number of
trips over the field by elimina-
ting operations or combining
operations will probably bethe
pattern this year. This will
not only vcut time and labor
requirements, but in most
cases will also result in soil
conditions more conductive to
the ‘control of soil erosion by
wind and by water,

Even on heavy textured and
poorly drained soils, a satis-
factory seedbed can be pre-
pared by a shallow disking or
chiselling with no moldboard
plowing, provided it’s done
when soils are considered not
too wet to plow. Disking under
wet conditions can create a
severe compaction problem,
Where crop residues are
heavy, you will probably have
to disk twice or chisel once
and disk once, The first trip
should be at some angletolast

year’s rows, with the second
trip being usedas a secondary,
smeothing operation justprior
to planting. A disk opener type
planter or a stub runneronthe
planter is suggested to get
through heavy trash. Disking
is especially recommended on
last year’s bean ground going
into corn this year, We feel
it’s not necessary to plow
bean ground,

On medium textured soils,
there is little reasonto believe
that spring plowing will pro-
duce more corn than shallow
seed bed preparation using a
field cultivator or disk. Other
conservation tillage systems
such as till-plant or slot-plant
should also work well so long
as the soil is not excessively
wet, and tillage depth is not
excessive relative tothe depth
of planting toassure good seed
contact with firm soil, With
any reduced tillage system,
weeds can be expected to be
more of a problem than with
the conventional plow-disk-
harrow sequence, without a
well planned weed control pro-
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or chiselling for plowing,: or
the use of oneof several one-
pass conservation tillage
systems such as till planting,
slot planting or strip rotary

tillage can save several days .

this spring with no sacrifice
in crop performance, And, at
the same time these alterna-
tives to plowing, by leaving
a mulch of plant residue onthe
soil surface will provide added
benefits to the farmer and to
society by reducing the move-
ment of soil from the land
through the action of ' water
and wind,

To summarize: |

1. Give your soilsachance
to dry up. ‘

2, Till shallow.

3. Plant shallow, but making
certain there is good contact
of seed and firm soil to assure
good germination, early emer-
gence and early plant growth,

4, Eliminate or combine
operations,

5. Have a workable weed
control program  combining
cultural and chemical methods.

lowa County landowners interested in constructing
permanent conservation practices can now apply at
the Soil Conservation District office in Williamsburg.

50% cost-sharing assistance is available for the ini-
g

tial installation of parallel and graded terraces, diver-
sion terraces, waterways and grade stabilization stru-
ctures. Priority considerations will be given each pra-
ctice in the order in which listed above.

~ To be eligible for cost-sharing assistance the land-
owner must enter into a cooperative agreement with
the soil conservation district. The agreement will pro-

vide, among other requirements, that he has or intends

to develop and follow a conservation plan for his
farm that is acceptable to the district and that he will
properly maintain the practices for which cost-share

assistance is requested or refund the cost-share money.

The Soil Conservation District Commissioners will

administer the cost-sharing funds. These men are elec-

ted by the residents of lowa County for a six year
term. Presently they include Fred White, Don Eash,
Keith Enochson, Vernon Sandersfeld and Dick

Mouchka.

Cost-share funds may be used to share the costs of
installing soil conservation practices only where the
district’s representative has inspected the site and de-
termined that the practice is needed and practical
prior to commencement of installation. The district’s
representative will be the Soil Conservation Service

personnel.

Anyone having questions should stop at the Soil
Conservation District office and discuss them with
Rick Cordes, Clem McBride or Lennis Doerhmann.
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Teacher Conserv
Available

- describes various
soils in Williamsburg

Bichard Cordes, Iowa county
soil conservationist, presented
information about the different
soil types within a radius of two
miles of Williamsburg at the
April meeting of the Williams-
and Zoning

burg Planning
commission Wednesday night.

Using a black and white map,
he projected colored slides on the
map to show the different soil
Des suitability for
building homes, buildings for
light industrial and commercial
use, cottages, intensive camp
sites and picnics, as well as

types: their

trails.

_ Different soil types in Will-
iamsburg are described as:
Ladoga, Colo, Otley, Adair and

Shelby.
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Three conservation educa-
tion workshops will be offered
for Iowateachers this October,
announces Howard Hughes,
president ofthe Iowa Conserva-
tion Education Council. One
will be held at Camp Ewaly,
near Strawberry Point, Octo-
ber 5 and 6; the other two work-
shops will be October 12 and 13
at the State 4-H Camp  near
Luther and atCamp Hitchcock,
approximately 15 miles north
of 'Council Bluffs. The two-day
sessions are intended to give

teachers first hand learning .

experiences in environmental
studies. o g
. Fred White, Chairman of the
Iowa Soil Conservation Dis-
trict, says thethree workshops
offer about the same. ‘material;
three locations are being ‘of-

T-19~73

diion Works‘hops

‘fered in an effort to bring the

workshops closer to home for.
teachers. White recommends
area teachers attend the worke
shop _ at Strawberry Point.

Costs'f the two-day = works
shop will be similar to last
year’s costs, estimated under
$15. ' s

Those interested should
contact the District office for
reservation forins or more
information, .

Hughes says a total of 400
teachers are expected at the
three workshops. They . are.

" gponsored by ICEGC, the lowa

Association of Soil Conserva-
tion District Commissioners,
the Department of Public In-
struction, Jowa Department of
Soil Conservation andthe Iowa =
Conservation Commission,
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Kinsinger,

Cox

Win SCS: Contest

Local winners of soil con-
servation contest sponsored
by the Des Moines Register
and Tribune have been cho-
sen by district SCS commis-
sioners.

There are three divisions for
the contest: division I. long-
time soil conservation dis-

“trict cooperator: division II.

owner-operator: division III.
new cooperator during the
vear 1969 or later. 3
.Local winners are Russell

Kinsinger. division I. and John -

Cox. division II. There wasno
winner in division II this vear.
Scoring is based on correct

land use. conservation work
accomplished. crop utiliza-
tion on the farm. community
service in the soil conserva-
tion district program and
general appearance of the
farm. L

A conservation teacherisal-
so named in the same contest.
Mrs. Pamela Wyman. Wil-
liamsburg Community school.
was chosen by the commis-
sioners as county winner.

Winners of the local contest
will go to the regional one for
judging: Winners at the re-
gional go on to compete at the
state level.
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- Soil Conservation Spe

Contestants are no\
tion in the 1973 Soil | e
-1 The statewide cOntest, sponsored on the local level by
the county Soil Conservation district, and Patrons
Mutual Insurance Association, Williamsburg, is open
to.all junior and senior high school students in the
county. ;
Topic for the contest will be ‘Long-Range COT'
munity Benefits from Proper Land Management.
+ The local contest will be held at the Williamsburg .
City Hall, March 27 at 7:30 P.M. Winner of _tl:\e I‘o_eal i
contest will advance to the regional competition in
June or July. By 2
First, second and third place winners of the local
contest will each receive a plaque and $15, $1Q and
$5 respectively. Each additional participant will re-
ceive $2. : *
Anyone interested in entering the contest may ob-
: tain information from the Soil Conservation Service
+ office, Williamsburg. All youths, rural or urban, are "

k couraged to enter the.contest. Ko i

.
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Soil Speech Winners Named
- Lee Hacker, 17, of Marengo, second from left, was the winner of the lowa county
| soil conservation district speech .contest on Tuesday evening in the city hall. Preseriting
i checks to the winners is Lennis Doehrmann, Williamsburg, soil district secretary. Second
place went to Kevin Brower, 18, South English, and third place to Dean Dickel, 16, Marep-
go. Hacker will advance to the regional contest later this year.

D,\’:Atk‘.’“ - QCé.Lbl{-;,f\ - ‘1"’ lA“lj

SCS Speech
Contest Winners
‘Announced July 6

Ina r"egional.seven soil con-
' servation district speech con-
test Friday evening at Seven

THE PIONEER-REPUBLICAN .
Marengo, lowa July 19, 1973 Page
Villages, I-80, cash awards of '

$25. $15 and $10 were given to THE PIONEER-REPUBLICAN

three eastern Iowa youth by Marengo, lowa July 26, 1973 Page
sponsors Grinnell Reinsur- ca— iy

auxiliary.

Winners were: Mike Yoder,
son of the Robert Yoders,
Wellman, first;: Kirk Baird,
Clinton, second place: and
Kent Lage, Columbus Junc-
tion, third.

Yoder, a senior this fall at
Mid-Prairie and FFA mem-
ber. will advance to state meet '
at Des Moines Sept. 9.

ance company and SCS ladies ' DEPARTMENT OF  SOIL

CONSERVATION*
STATE OF IOWA
Notice of election of commissioners
for the Towa Soil Conservation district.
encompassing lands lving in the Coun-
ty of Towa in the State of lowa:
" To all (}ualified electors residing
within the Towa County Soil Conserva-
| tion District:
~ _Noticeis hereby given that on the 31st
-day of July. 1973. between the hours of
8:00 AM.. and 6:00 P.M.. an election
'will be held for the election of commis-
‘sioners for the Towa County Soil Con-
_servation District.
Polling places for election are as fol-
lows: - .
Towa County 4-H Fairgrounds. Ma-

, rengo. lowa.

Eligible voters residing within the
{district shall cast their ballots at one of
ithe polling places. Eligible voters who
will be absent from the district on the
day of election. may apply in person. or

in writing. to the County Auditor at Ma-

rengo. Iowa. for ““Absentee Ballots”.

Each applicant for an absentee ballot

shall state his name and address when
application for such ballot is made.

Department of Soil Conservation

By: George K. Aunan

Chairman. State” Soil Conservation

Committee

y Department of Soil Conservation

29-2t
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COUNTY WIDE SPEECH CONTEST

Each year the lowa County Soil Conser-
vation District and Patron’s Mutual Insu-
rance sponsor a county wide speech con-
test for all junior high and senior high stu-
dents. The first, second and third place
winners each receive a plaque and $15, $10,
and $5 respectively. Each additional con-
testant receives $2 for participating.

The local winner goes on to compete at
the regional level and the winner there goes
on to state competition.

Our education committee organized the
contest and did a real fine job. The only
problem we have had with the contest is
that not enough students participate. We
would like to have 2 or 3 students from
each school.

Judges were Mrs. Judy Giles, Marengo,
Mrs. Diane Curtis, Williamsburg, and Nor-
man  Skadburg, Wiltiamsburg. We appreci-
ate the fine job the judges did.

Lee Hacker, 17, of Marengo, second
from left, was the winner of the lowa
County Soil Conservation District speech
contest on Tuesday evening, March 27th in
the city hall. Presenting checks to the win-
ners is Lennis Doehrmann, Williamsburg,
Secretary-Treasurer to the lowa County
SCD Commissioners. Second place went to
Kevin Brower, 18, South English, and third
place to Dean Dickel, 16, Marengo. Hacker
will advance to the regional contest later
this year.

SOIL CONSERVATION ART CONTEST

All elementary and high school students
in lowa County are encouraged to partici-
pate in the annual soil conservation art con-
test to be held May 11th at the Williams-
burg City Hall. Judging will be done be-
tween 6 and 7 p.m. with the contest open
to the public from 7 to 9 p.m.

There are two levels of competition so
the elementary students are not competing
with the junior high and senior high stu-
dents.

The first three places of each level recei-
ve a plaque and $20, $15, and $10 for the
junior high and senior high level and $7.50,
$5 and $3 for the elementary level.

The winning pictures will be placed on
display at the Soil Conservation Service Of-
fice for one year. At the end of the year the
student may reclaim the picture.

Judging will be based on artistic techni-
ques, conservation content, general effect,
and ’its typicalness to lowa County.

We are looking forward to a lot of good:
contest enteries. Kids bring your parents.

CONTOURING AND STRIPCROPPING

Clem McBride, Conservation Technician,
staking contours at Orville Wichmann's.

Note the stripcropping in the background.
Orville's stripcropping was staked last year
and after having farmed it one year, he's
firmly convinced that up and down hill far-
ming is the wrong way. He exclaimed, “It's
amazing just how much easier the plow
pulls on the contour. The tractor never did
have to really open up like it did going up
the hills.”

Others staking contours and stripcrop-
ping so far this spring are: Arnold Huede-
pohl, Ken Boeke, Adolph Zuber, Warren
Gingerich, Arnold Schnebbe Jr., Dean Hu-
mphrey and John Cox. Ben Osweiller, By-
ron Goldthwaite and Duane Schwarting will
be doing some later.

Some advantages of contouring or strip-
cropping is that machinery pulls easier, it
reduces soil loss by 50-75%, conserves mois-
ture, and increases yields. Although there
are some short rows, there are also more
long rows as compared to straight row far-

ming. What is lost in one location is gained
in another.

Anyone wanting to do any contouring or
stripcropping is encouraged to stop at the
Soil Conservation Service office or call and
make an appointment with Rick or Clem.

TILE OUTLET TERRACES

.

Parallel tile outlet terraces constructed
on Russell Kinsinger’s farm last fall.

This is one of the best permanent type
conservation practices there is. Various ex-
periments have been conducted in the state
measuring soil loss from fields that have
these terraces. The soil loss per acre per
year has ranged from .24 to .38 tons. These
same fields would have lost from 18 to 31
tons per acre per year without the terraces.
The allowable soil loss in lowa County ran-
ges from 3 to 5 tons per acre per year, de-
pending on-the soil types.

In discussing the terraces with Dwight
Schlabach who farms Russell’s place,
Dwight said, “"This is the only way to go
with terraces. You might just as well get
the water underground.” Many people ac-
cuse us of overbuilding these terraces, but
Dwight said they have been over half full
already this spring.

We originally thought about having a
county wide tour in order to show interes-
ted individuals how these terraces work.
However, we’ve decided that anyone who
is interested in finding out more about the-
se terraces should come into the Soil Con-
servation Service office and discuss them.
Arrangements can be made to have Clem or
Rick take you to various jobs and look
them over and to be sure you don‘t get a
prejudiced opinion, talk to the man who
farms them.
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BY DON REID

DES MOINES - The solons are
here and are already at work.

The first week of the session is
being used to get the two Houses
‘‘organized,” to swear the
members into office, to confirm
officially what has already been
pre-def ined in party caucus,
to atf Gov. Ray’s inaugural
ceremonies and in general to lay
the groundwork for a fruitful

session.
There will be new presiding

officers, some new floor leaders,
a new chief clerk of the house,
many new committee chairmen
and __course, many new
leglsla

Thére wﬂl also be new
programs and new priorities,
along y some of the old ones
such as -tax relief.”

Tt is SN ceolbing Wock, ot

so much from what has actually
been done as in anticipation of

‘ program

'Round the Rofunﬂa

Leglslators g0 back to work

what will come during the next
few months.

Programs

There was bad news from
Washington for Iowa farmers.
First- came an  announcement
that the Nixon administration
was dropping the Rural Environ-
mental Assistance Program,
more commonly known as
REAP. Next came word that .
disaster farm loans were being -
eliminated. Then, in another
cost-cutting move, the admini-
stration announced it was
abandoning the federal program
that provides low interest loans
for rural electric and telephone
facilities.

REAP

..The axe fell on the REAP

during the Christmas
holiday weekend when a teletype
messagé came from the Agricul-
tural Department to offices of the

Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service. State and
county ASCS offices were advised
to accept applications submitted
by Dec. 22 for work planned in
1973, but to reject all other
applications.

Iowa had, been allocated $7.8
million in federal funds for 1972
and $5.5 million for 1973. Most of
these funds match spending of
farm owners making permanent
soil saving installations such as
erosion control, dams and
terraces.

The 1973 cost sharing for the
Rural Environmental Assistance
Program was set at $225.5 million
by Congress, but the agriculiure
department allocated only 140

million and subsequently cut hat
to $134.5 million m alloca on to
tbe ates. Then, si ANCORS
with bution of b

~they will go

ASCS offices, practically all
funds were eliminated.

The Nixon administration an-
nounced that REAP funds and
those used to preserve the
nation’s wetlands and wild
waterfowl were being termin-
ated.

% ‘“These two were among those *

tseleehd after @review of federal
programs to identify those of low
priority that can be reduced or
eliminated without serious eco-
nomic consequences,” the USDA
handout proclaimed.

“It (cutback) was initiated as
part of an effort to hold 1973
budget outlays to $250 billion.
Income supplements to farmers

' have been provided by REAP

and WBP are no longer
necessary. Realized farm income
for 1972 will reach an all-time
record $19 billion. In view of this

- and because of the general

acceptability and profltablhty of
certain practices, it is believed
ahead with these
programs without supplemental
income,” the agnculture depart-
ment stated.

Reaction
.The announcement

cians off guard

‘mggv .Ray sald he was going to
protest to President Nixon. Ray
called the move ‘illogical.” He
noted the REAP program had
saved the farmer and city
dweller alike from flood damage
.and remarked that some farmers
contributing money to soil
conservancy projects would not
see any benefit during their
lifetimes.

Withdrawl of federal funds put
Iowa’s soil conservancy program
in jeopardy; it had been
considered one of the nation’s
finest.

U. S. Sen. Harold Hughes said
the administration’s abrupt ter-
mination of the REAP program
“shows a shocking lack of
concern for the welfare of rural
America.”

The ‘“Cavalier statement” by
the Agriculture department that
the two programs are no longer
necessary because farmers can
afford to do the work themselves,
shows clearly the lack of

caught

sensitivity and concern of the
Nixon administration for rural
problems, Hughes asserted.

In addition to cutting out the -
funding, the government is
eliminating the coordination and
guidance that needs to be
provided from the national level
or long-range ecological pro-

“grams, he-added.

Disaster loans

In recent years the Farmers
Home administration has been
making forgivable loans to
farmers in disaster areas, such
as a flood. Farmers were allowed
to borrow up to $5,000 which did
not have to be repaid. But, no
more. The Nixon administration
is terminating disaster farm
loans.

News of the administration’s
action evok;;d;i a strong protest
from farm leaders.

J. Merrill Anderson, président
of the Jowa Farm Bm'eau,
- wondered aloud whether 8 halt
would also be applied * to
emergency loans to other citizens
who suffer losses from natural
disasters.

Oren Lee Staley, president of
the National Farmers Organiza-
tion, said dropping the disaster
loan program was “a “direct blow
to the family farm.”

REA loans

The third jolt was the
announcement that the federal
government would no longer
provide two percent direct loans
for rural electric and telephone
facilities. The Agricultural De-
partment announced that start-
ing Jan. 1 the money would have
ito be obtained from private
lenders at a higher rate with the
governing insuring and guaran-
teeing the loans. The new rate on
insured loans would be five
percent.

Earl King, executive vice
president of the Iowa Association
of Electric Cooperatives, said the

- action will raise ‘‘havoc’’ with the
rural electric co-ops. King said
the change will have a ‘‘devasta-
ting blow”’ to those rural electric
co-operatives that have long-
range financial planning and
loans pending.
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lowa County Soil District Gives Young ot
Cooperator. Honor To North English Man R
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By Doris McCartney

NORTH ENGLISH — Any
claim to recognition rests
lightly with John Cox, who
next month will be cited by,
the Iowa county soil conserva-
tion district as the best among
12 entratns in a new coopera-
tor contest.

-Cox purchased”a 400-acre -

farm near North English two
years ago in February. The
family had operated 600 acres
on the Washington-Keokuk
county line.

The move was a memorable
one for Cox, as they marked
the first evening in their new
home with a special ceremo-
ny. .
“I called my wife, Barbara,
and our four youngsters to-
gether and told them we were

dedicating our farm and our |

efforts to the Lord,” John re-
called.
“We had a special prayer
together. I feel the Lord
called me to be a farmer and
‘ with His help, I want to be the
' best one that I can with my
energy and equipment.”’

Accordin gtothe lowa

county soil conservation dis-
| trict, 83 percent of the Cox
land meets conservation stan-
dards.

Some 4.8 acres have es-
tablished waterways, another
75 acres are farmed on the
contour, some 90 acres are

strip cropped, and 10 acres’

acres are terraced.
Cox has installed 5,000 feet
of tiling, and another 142

acres are under pasture man-
agement.

He has switched to conser-
vation tillage on the 140 acres
of corn and 20 acres of soy-
beans. The crop was planted
with a no-till planter.

Cox installed a pit silo ad-
jacent to the road for easy
access for filling and time
saving when unloading. The
silo measures 80 by 30 feet
with 8 foot sides.

This past summer he
chopped one-third of his hay

-

John
Cox

y@

crop to cut down on labor
costs. Last winter he fed only
1,000 bales of hay, relying in-
stead upon ensilage for cattle
and commercial feed for a
balanced ration.

Cox has a Charolais and a
Hereford bull which he
icrosses on his 70 head Angus
cow herd to produce growthy
crosshred calves. They feed
out the calves in a fenceline
bunker he installed this year.

He has purchased a chopper
in partnership with a friend to
aveid waiting for a custem op-
erator to fill his sile. This wait
can he costly when bad

l
/

[

weather delays harvest, Cox
explained. .
Farrowing six times annual-
ly, Cox is raising some 800
market hogs a year. The far-

- rowing house is equipped with

a furnace for farrowing in the
coldest weather. Otherwise
the sows are farrowed in A-
frame huts out on the pasture.

Eventually he plans to con-
vert a now unused hay shed
into a hog confinement build-
ing.

His wife, Barbara, helps out
when John needs an extra
tractor driver. Their oldest
son, Johnny, 10, raked hay,
straw and hauled manure for
the first time this summer.
Occasionally the family ex-
changes help with a neighbor,
but that’s about the only labor
hlred on the farm.

The Cox family has been
tlmlled with their reception in
the community. A minister’s
wife breught them over a
fresh loaf of home-baked
bread the first day they
moved , and another neighber
came by to visit.

The family started farming
with a $10,000 Farmers Home
Administration loan and $1,500
in savings which John had ac-
cumulated as a farm employe
and Barbara a secretary.

Even losing all their belong-
ings in a fire a number of
years ago has not discouraged
the family, and neither has
the problem of out-guessing
the market.
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Teacher Attends Education Worksliép

Agres Kovacs, third grade

of natural areas in Iowa. On

DUANE R. MILLER
New soil conservationist

New manager at soil
districtt akes over

Duane R. Miller is the new
district conservationist at the
Iowa County Soil Conservation
district office in Williamsburg.

Miller went to work at the
county office last Monday
replacing Richard Cordes, who
was transferred to a similar
position in Newton.

Miller moved here from
Mason City, where he was a soil

conservationist in the Cerro
Gordo county soil conservation
office.

He is a native of Ida Grove and
a 1970 graduabe of Iowa State
University in Ames.

Miller and his wife, Mary Jo,,
have two young daughters 1
Jennifer and Jill. The family
moved to Williamsburg about twp
weeks ago.

teacher of North English, at-
tended the Iowa Conservation
Education Council’s Eastern
Iowa Conservation Education
Workshop at Camp Ewalu near
Strawberry Point, Iowa, Octo-
ber 5-6, 1973, Some 140 teach~
ers gathered to exchange in-
formation aboutume-testedand
innovative activities and pro-
grams dealing with all aspects
of environmental education.

Agnes Kovacs participated
in two days of sessions that
included field trips, brojects,
activities, mini-labs and small
group discussions as well as
providing outstanding  speak-
ers,

Dr. George Knudson from
Luther College started the
workshop with a presentation
of the problems of preservation

Friday evening Dr. James

O"Toole of Jowa State Univer
sity presented the past, bre-

" sent, and future of the energy

crisis that faces all mankind,

The Environmental Educa-
tion Consultant forthe Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, Du-
ane Toomsen, closed the two-
day activity-packed meeting

with his speech “Chargeto Ac-

tion.”’

The Iowa Conservation Edu-
cation Council, Inc, is the co--
ordinating body for conserva-
tion education in Iowa. The
Iowa Conservation Education
Council, Inc. consists of of-
ficial representatives from
Federal, State, County, and
Private organizations con-
cerned with conservanon in
Iowa.
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HEAVY DAMAGE AT THE VIRGIL MEYERS FARM
Roof off house, barns destroyed (picture taken Sunday)
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The lowa County Soil Conservation District is in the '
race for top honors-in the 27th annual Goodyear Con-
servation Awards Program, Fred White, Chairman of

the lowa County SCD Commissioners, announced.

The district will be competing on the basis of its re-

-
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Soil and Water Conservation Week

Governor Robert D. Ray has declared October 7-14
as Soil Conservation Week in lowa. The governor sta-
ted that, ““orderly development and wise use of lowa
land and water resources through soil and water con-

terested than ever in conserv-

ing soil, water, and other na-
tural resources,

An SCS : survey shows that
conservation tillage, the prac-
tice of leaving plant residues
on the soil surface for erosion

. servation programs are essential to sustain and enhance
both rural and urban standards of living, and to pro-
tect and improve the environment of this state for all
citizens.”

cord of service to land users in the contest sponsored
by The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company in coope-
ration with the National Association of Conservation
Districts (NACD). An independent judging committee

control, increased by 90 per-
cent from a year ago. One-
fourth of the state’s corn and

~will select the award-winning districts.

Each first-place district will receive expense-paid,

“ vacation-study trips for its outstanding cooperator and

a member of the governing board. Representatives of

' the top 53 districts nationally will be the tire compa-
" ny’s guests on the grand awards tour. Last year’s win-
. ners went to Marco Island, Florida.

The awards program also provides recognition of
the outstanding cooperator who will be selected by the
district board from the 892 land users enrolled in lowa
District’s program.

Members of the district governing board are: Fred
White, Parnell; Richard Mouchka, Marengo; Donald
Eash, Parnell; Keith Enochson, Conroy; Vernon San-

* dersfeld, Homestead and David McCartney, North En-

glish.

0
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SOIL CONSERVATION VITAL

It takes about 200 years for nature to replace a ton'
of top-soil. Three billion tons of soil are deposited in |
reservoirs and streams in the United States each year,
with ah annual damage to reservoirs alone at 100 mil-
lion dollars. Two-thirds of lowa’s land needs some ty-
pe of conservation practice to protect it from ruinous
erosion. Sediment is lowa’s number one water pollut-
ant by volume.

“These facts and many more point to one conclu-
sion - erosion and resulting sedimentation continue to |
be serious environmental problems that must be sol-
ved,” says Fred White, Chairman of the lowa County
Soil Conservation District.

“Landowners have carried a major portion of the
costs to keep soil on uplands so far, even with federal
cost-sharing,” according to Mr. White. He expects
many to continue the work on their own, now that
federal cost-sharing has been eliminated.

““The lowa County Soil Conservation District is still
very active, ready to serve landowners in conservation
planning. The Soil Conservation Service technical assi-

istance will be available as it always has been for plan- -

ning and laying out conservation practices. We hope
there won’t be a let-up in the amount of conservation
work being done,”” White continued.

White says, ‘‘Conservation farmers have done more
than any other single group to protect our environ-,
ment and they take pride in caring for their land.”

Farmers are helping others out by controlling soil
erosion at the same time they help themselves. For
instance, conservation tillage reduces farmer costs at
the same time it controls wind and water erosion.
Ponds stop gullies, improve land values, provide water
for livestock and enhance the environment.

Terraces with tile outlets are a very good practice in
lowa County. They control soil erosion under conti-
nuous row cropping and allow the waterways to be
farmed since there is no longer any surface water.

“We have always maintained that conservation pays.
It's often a long-term investment, just as any major
improvement on a farm is likely to be. But, then,
that investment protects an asset that will be vitally
important for a long time to come, too,”” White con-
cludes.

What better time of the year to consider soil and
water conservation? Soon the crops will be harvested
and you farmers will be considering next years grow-
ing season. This is the time to consider tillage systems.

Tillage systems, especially minimum and mulch til-
lage systems, are becoming more popular. These sys-
tems can reduce soil compaction and improve aera-
tion, permeability, and tilth. They will reduce soil and
water loss and deterioration of soil structure. But most
important, they will reduce production costs by redu-
cing the number of trips required to produce the crop.

One simple and inexpensive method of implemen-
ting mulch tillage is not to plow soybean ground. It
has been proven repeatedly in research that there are
no significant advantages to plowing soybeans, dis-
cing or chisel plowing is sufficient.

Minimum tillage may require a little extra manage-
ment.skill to control weeds and other problems but
the benefits are definitely greater than the disadvan-

tages.

- soybean land wasplanted using

disks, field cultivators, or
some other machine to help
pbrotect the soil, Moon report-
ed. Since conservation tillage
requires fewer trips across a
field, it alsoconservesenergy.

In 1973, 880 miles of ter-
races were built in Iowa. If
all the terraces built inthe state
were laid endtoend, they would
stretch to the west coast and
back 18 times. About athousand
acres of trees were plantedto
help control erosion and give
wildlife food and shelter; about
700 ponds were built for the
same purpose with added re-
creational benefits.

Soil survey field work has
been completed in 44 Iowa
counties, with surveys publish-
ed in 19 counties. Federal,
state and local monies are
pooled to make the Iowa soil sur-

| vey program one of the most

|
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Soil and Water -

Conservation

Progresses

Interest in soil and water
conservation in Iowa is ashigh
as it has ever been, according
to Wilson T. Moon, State Con-
servationist for the U, S. Soil

% Conservation Service in lowa.
Moon says conservation pro-
gress figures and recentlégis-
lative action both support the
contention that Iowans, whether

they be landowners or

cerned citizens, are more in-

successful in the nation.

More than two thirds of
Iowa’s landowners are coop-
erating with Soil Conservation

~ Districts to voluntarily im-

Prove rural and urbanenviron-
ments, ‘Most have a conserva-
tion plan theyuseas aguide in
establishing conservation mea-
sures over the entire farm or
tract of land,

‘‘Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Week, October 7-14, is a
good time toreview progress
in conservation,’” Moon says.
“I think the record is an en-
viable one. Yet, thereis much
to be done - soil and water con-
servation is a never-ending
task, With the current empha-
sis on food production, con-
servation measures will be
needed more than ever be-
fore."



REVIEW CONSERVATION PRACTICES — Win-
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ner of the Iowa County soil conservation new co-
operator award, John Cox, rural North English.
reviews an album of farming practice photos.

with his wife, Barbara.
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WORK ON TERRACES — This work was completed on Russel Kinsinger’s

oy

farm southeast of Parnell late last fall. Sixty acres have been terraced and
there are six acres of grassed waterways.

Towa county soil con-
servation district com-
missioners were honoring con-
servation contest winners at
their banquet Wednesday.
Oct. 10. at Middle America.

Top awards go to John Cox.
North English. new coop-
erator division who was also

chosen regional winner and

Coxes Are Regional Winners

By Doris McCartney :
John Cox. operator of 400
acres northwest of North Eng-

PRICE S

lish. who this month earned

the Towa county soil conser-
“vation new cooperator award.

launched his career as a farm
emplovee.

One of eight children. Cox
and a sister were'the only fam-
ilv members who did not seek
a college degree.

“T have no regrets,” Cox
says. “I appreciate the kind of
life my wife, Barbara and our
four kids have here. I am the
happiest being a farmer.”

With a $10.000- Farmers
Home administrationloan and
$1.500 in savings earned by
Cox as a farm hand and
through his wife’s secretarial
efforts. the couple had a mod-’
est start.

Conserve Land
. Moving here in February

1971 from the Washington-

Keokuk line. John began con-
servation practices that have
earned him the new coopera-
tor citation this vear.

According to Iowa county
soil conservation district, 83
percent of the Cox land meets
conservation standards.

, Some 4.8 acres have been
established in waterways.
another 75 acres are farmed
on the contour. some 90 acres
are strip-cropped and 10 acres
are terraced. Another 142
acres are under pasture man-
agement. In addition. Cox has
installed 5.000 feet of tiling.
His 140 acres of corn and 20
acres of sovbeans were
planted with a no-till planterin

| the spring. He has purchased a

chopper in partnership with a
friend to avoid waiting for a
custom operator to fill his si-
lo. Waiting can be costly when

‘farrowing

bad weather delavs harvest.
he explains.

©-A major improvement Cox .

installed this vear was a pit si-
lo. measuring 80 by 30 feet
with 8 foot sides. Adjacent to
the road, the pit has easy ac-
cess for filling and is a time sa-
ver in unleading.

This past summer he
chopped one-third of his hay
crop to pare labor costs also.
In the past winter he fed only
1.000 bales of hay. relying in-

stead upon ensilage for cattle.

with commercial feed for a
balanced ration. °
Raise Hogs
Some 800 market hogs are
annually produced by Cox by
in six periods.
While his farrowing house is
furnace-equipped. he be-
lieves that sows farrowing on
pastures in A-frame huts is al-
so profitable. when weather
permits. /
Future plans call for build-
ing a 3.000 foot long terrace on
an angle, later this year, as a

conservation investment. Al- |/

so he intends to convert an un-
used hay shed into a hog con-
finement building.

As for help. Cox relies upon
his wife. Barbara. as a trac-
tor hand when he gets busy

during planting and harvest- |

ing. Their oldest son. Johnny.
10. started his first tractor
skills by raking hay and straw
and hauling manure this sum-
mer. Their children also in-
clude: Julie. 13. Jerry. 9. and
Jimmy. 8.

The Cox family came here
as total strangers. but have

.since become active in com-

munity activities. John serves
as vice-president of Christian
Farmers. a four-county
organization: active inchurch
music. and is Sunday school
superintendent of Communi-
tv Church.

Barbara is serving her third
vear here as a den.mother. is
an assistant leader of Three
Rivers 4-H club: and is junior
department Sunday school
leader.

will advance to state competi-
tion. Russell Kinsinger. Par-
nell. long time cooperator. and
Mrs. Pamela Wymore.
Williamsburg Community
school. chosen winner in con-
servation teacher division.

No winner was named this
vear in the owner-operator
division because of limited
number of candidates. Rules
say there can be no blood re-
lationship between owner-
operator.

Kinsinger, long-time coop-
erator, division I, has been

missioners. Kinsinger farm
includes 280 acres of land
southeast of Parnell. Farm
operator is Dwight Slabaugh,
Parnell.

Kinsinger farm includes 261
acres of farmland of which 251

cited by the district com- -

acres is cropland and 10 acres
pasture. Of this 165 acres is
adequately treated with con-
servation practices and the
balance is under a con--
servation plan for adequate
treatment in future vears ac-
cording to Duane Miller. |
county conservationist. ‘
Rotation on Kinsingers
farm include corn. soybeans
and meadow crops. Of acres
planted to row crops. 79 acres
are farmed on contour and 30
acres are eontour strip-
cropped. Stripcropping is al-
ternating strips of close grown
and row crops. .
“"Sixty acres of cropland have
been " terraced for more
intensified crop production
methods. Also included in the
cropland are six acres of
grassed waterways for safe
disposal of  excess runoff

water without causing ero—l,&‘

been renovated for increased

armers For Conserve

sion. Ten acres of pasture has"} 7

production and more ef-
fective erosion control, Miller
explained.

$ 7/
Kinsinger has been trying to
encourage neighbors to in-
stall a mutual water im-
poundment structure for
erosion control using the road

- fill for a dam. He would also

like to develop a recreation
park for the commumunity.




Honor Consefvation

DISCUSS OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES — Conserva-

ion lessons and activities were highlights for pu-
gﬁrs] of Mrs. Dick (Pam) Wymore. left, in the Wil-
liamsburg Community school district last year.
Her efforts won her the county conservation
teacher annual award Oct. 10. Katheryn Stewart,
kindergarten teacher on same f?culty. repre-
sented county at recent teachers’ workshop at
Strawberry Point in Backbone state park.

Ao

ASSUMES NEW DUITES — Visiting at the Oct. 10
conservation awards banquet on future projects
are Fred White, Parnell, chairman of county Soil
Conservation Service board and Duane Miller,
Williamsburg, who assumed new duties here
Sept. 4. as county conservationist. Miller is for-
merly of Mason City.

-

FARMERS CITED — In recognition of conserva-
tion programs, plaques were given to two Im;vda
county couples at awards banquet, Oct. 10 at Mh -
dle America restaurant, Wllh.amsburg. The John
Coxes. left, rural North Engl;sh, earned the new
cooperator ‘citation, while the Russell Kinsin-
gers, right. rural Parnell, received the long-time
cooperator award.

IOWA COUNTY ADVERTISER Williamsburg, lowa Thursday, October 11, 1973

Steady Progress in Soil & Water Conservation in lowa

Interest in soil and water conservation in lowa is as
high as it has ever been, according to Wilson T. Moon,
State Conservationist for the U.S. Soil Conservation
Service in lowa. Moon says conservation progress fi-
gures and recent legislative action both support the
contention that lowans, whether they be landowners
or concerned citizens, are more interested than ever
in conserving soil, water and other natural resources.

An SCS survey shows that conservation tillage, the
practice of leaving plant residues on the soil surface
for erosion control, increased by 90% from a year ago.
One-fourth of the state’s corn and soybean land was
planted using disks, field cultivators, or some other
machine to help protect the soil, Moon reported. Sin-
ce conservation tillage requires fewer trips across a
field, it also conserves energy, he adds.

In 1973, 880 miles of terraces were built in lowa.

If all the terraces built in the state were laid end to
end, they would stretch to the west coast and back 18
times. About a thousand acres of trees were planted to
help control erosion and give wildlife food and shelter;
about 700 ponds were built for the same purpose with
added recreational benefits.

Soil survey field work has been completed in 44
lowa counties, with surveys published in 19 counties.
Federal, state and local monies are pooled to make
the lowa soil survey program one of the most success-
ful in the nation.

More than two-thirds of lowa’s landowners are coop-
erating with Soil Conservation Districts to voluntarily
improve rural and urban environments. Most have a
conservation plan they use as a guide in establishing
conservation measures over the entire farm or tract of
land.

’Soil and Water Conservation Week, Oct. 7-14, is a
good time to review progress in conservation,’”” Moon
says. ““l think the record is an enviable one. Yet, there
is much to be done - soil and water conservation is a
never-ending task. With the current emphasis on food
production, conservation measures will be needed more
thant ever before."”

The lowa Legislature recently provided soil conser-
vation districts 1.5 million dollars annually for the next
2 years to cost-share on permanent soil conservation
measures. The cost-share rate is 50% with -district coop-
erators who voluntarily apply soil conservation prac-
tices. Cost-sharing will also be available to meet respon-

sibilities under the Soil Conservancy Act, passed by the
Legislature in 1971.
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PAYS FIRST COST SHARE CHECK — Mrs. D.P. (Ma-
mie) McCune receives a cost share check for diversion
terrace construction from Mrs. Verne (Lennis) Doehr-
mann, secretary-treasurer Iowa county soil comerxa

tlon district.

Share Costs On

Conservation

Iowa county soil conserva-
tion district paid its first cost-
share check to Mrs. Mamie
McCune, rural Parnell,. for
construction of a diversion ter-
race on her 260-acre farm.

Purpose of a diversion ter-
race is to protect bottom lands
from’ rapid runoff of steeper
uplands. In this case the up-
land water was diverted into
one of Mrs. McCune's four
farm ponds.

Iowa county SCD was al-
lotted $18,000 under the Iowa
Soil Conservancy Act. Money
was to be utilized for cost-share
of permanent conservation
practices.

In Iowa county, commis-
sioners accepted applications
for ‘permanent conservation

practices and had all alloca-
tions committed by Sept. 18.
Practices approved for cost-
share were parallel terraces,
diversion terraces and erosion
control structures.

Raymond Folkmann also re-
ceived cost-share payment on
an erosion control structure
built with the cooperation of his
neighbor Milton Heitshusen.

Iowa county SCD will again.
receive an $18,000 allotment
July 1, 1974. At this time they i
will accept applications for |
permanent conservation prac-

tices.

Natural Resource
People Available

* plantings,
sect and disease problems, or -

An open meeting for persons
interested in renewable natur-
al resources will be held in the
Williamsburg ASCS office Jan.
29 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Information will be avail-
able from district conserva-
tionist - U.S. Soil Conservation
Service, the wildlife biologist
and the district forester - Iowa
Conservation commission.

Printed material and infor-
mation will be available for
any person considering or con-
cerned about planting trees
and shrubs for either forestry
or wildlife purposes. Tree or-
der forms from State Forest
Nursery will be available. As-
sistanee will be given in com-
pleting a nursery order form.
Price for 1974 nursery stock is
$20 - $25 per 1.000 plants, plus
shipping and tax. For persons
desiring larger nursery stock
not available from the state
nursery, there will be private
nursery catalogs available.

There will be slides on dis-
play with recommendations
for correct soil and species
selection, planting methods.
layout and technique, weed
and grass control recommen-
dations, and suggestions for
planting arrangements to
benefit wildlife.

Homeowners, farmers, pri-
vate nursery representatives,
other landowners, or other
agencies such as city or coun-
ty government representa-
tives are welcome. Personnel
will discuss any aspect of.their
conservation jobs: soil erosion
and water control, wildlife
habitat, hunting seasons and
limits, city tree replacement.
Christmas tree or
walnut value, in-
any other problem which may
oceur,

walnut
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SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

Looking around the countryside, it appears that
most of the harvest is done for 1973. Most farmers
can relax to a certain extent and be thankful for the

excellent weather we’ve had this fall. Some are pro-

bably thinking about next years growing season. The
Sec. of Agriculture has again requested increased
production to take care of iricreased domestic and
foreign demand for agricultural products. The AS

- “CS has not set aside programs for the next growmg
'season.

In this light, it appears that more and more Iar}d ‘
is being plowed for crop production. Much of this

' land is not suited for crop production and should

never be plowed. Some of it can produce corn and
soybeans but only with very intensive conservation
management.

Many farmers still remember the problems of the
dust bow! days. We do not want this situation to
occur again. Farmers must very carefully consider

' areas to be put into additional production. They

must ask themselves, “‘Is this land suited for pro-

_ duction without the addition of soil conserving prac-

tice? IT not, Wh d?’’ If there is
some'doubt, he should contact his local Soil Conser-
vation District Office for assistance in conservation
planning and application.

In lowa County, we have much land that is suited
to more intensive production with the addition of
conservation practices. Contouring is one such prac-
tice which costs nothing to apply and can cut soil
losses in half. Contour stripcropping is another me-
thod of halting soil erosion with very little cost to
the landowner. This alternating strips of row crops
and meadow crops can decrease soil loss by as much

' as 75%.

Y.

Steep slopes or very intensive row crop production
requires more intensive and also more expensive con-
servation practices. This type of terrace canicut soil
losses to less than % ton per acre per year. At the
same time it will decrease flooding and sediment de-
position in flatland areas below the terrace system.
These terraces will also help to improve the farming
topography by having a benching®or leveling effect
between the terraces.

One alternative erosion control practice which is
becoming more and more popular is conservation
tillage. In 1972, more than 25% of the corn and
soybeans were planted by some typé€ of conservation
tillage, sometimes known as minimum or muilch till-
age. With the emphasis on production, conservation
tillage is becoming more important than ever. This

- practice is very effective in reducing wind and water

erosion. It also has definite benefits of decreased
production costs and energy savings which could
be very critical in the next few years.

One conservation tillage practice which is very
easy to apply is the treatment of soybean ground.
Research has proven that there is no advantage to
plowing soybean ground. Discing is all that is needed
before pIantmg of the next crop. Also consider the
use of minimum tillage type planters in the produc-
tion of corn and soybeans to further reduce soil losses.

Let’s not forget the days of the 1930‘s when wind
and water erosion were so severe thatit drove many
people from the farm. Remember that soil is not a re-
newable resource. Consider conservation in planning
your cropping system for 1974.



1974 Soil Conservation Speech
{}f Contest To Be Held

" “Land Use Policy — APa-
> tern for Prosperity” willbe the
.| topic for the 1974 Soil Conser-

vation Speech Contestto be

sponsored locally by the lowa
7 County Soil Conservation Dis-

trict. The contest is open to
" all junior and senior  high
“  school students in the county.
Y *  This isthe firstyearthe con
(&~ test has utilized the topic
¥ «“Land Use Policy — A Patern
¥ for Prosperity.””  Approxi-
3 mately 300 Iowa youths parti-
~  cipated inthe 1973 state-wide

contest, which was won by Dan

Pomeroy, Dedham, Iowa.

The regional and state
levels of the contest are co-
* sponsored by the Ladies Auxi-
“liary of the lowaAssociationof
Soil Conservation ~District
Commissioners and the Grin-
nell Mutual Reinsurance Com-
pany, Grinnell, Iowa.

The local contest will be
held the first part of May. First,
second, and third place win-
ners of the local contest will
each receive a plaque and
$15, $10 and $5 respectively.
Each additional participant
will receive $2.

The winner of the local con-
test will advance tothe region-
al competition which will be
held in June or‘July. Regional
contest prizes will consist of
$25, $15, and $10 for first, sec-
ond, and third placings re-
spectively.

The state contest will  be
held in September, 1974, at
the Annual Conference for Soil

Conservation District - Com-
missioners in Fort Dodge,
Iowa. The first place winner

in the State Contest will  re-
ceive a $250 college scholar-
ship and $100 cash. The sec-
ond and third place awardsin
the state contest will consist
of $75 and $50 in cash respec-
tively. v g e

Anyone interested in enter-
ing the 1974 Soil Conserva-
tion Speech Contest may obtain
contest information from the
Jowa County Soil Conservation
District office, or the nearest
Vocational Agriculture De-
partment. The sponsors en-
courage all youths, whether
rural or urban, to enter this

" very educational and’ reward-

ing contest.
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Land useistheme
of soil contest

<‘Land Use Policy—A Patern for
‘Prosperity’’ will be the topic for
the 1974 Soil Conservation Speech
Contest to be sponsored locally by
the Iowa County Soil Conserva-
tion District. The contest is open
to all junior and senior high
school students in the county.

This is the first year the contest
has utilized the topic ‘“Land Use
Policy—-A Patern for Prosperity.”
Approximately 300 Iowa youths

/77

Conservation
meeting Jan.29
in Williamsburg

An open meeting for persons
interested in our renewable
natural resources will be held in
the Williamsburg ASC office
Tuesday Jan 29 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Information will be available
from the district conservationist-
U.S. Soil Conservation Service,
the wildlife biologist and the
district forester from the Iowa
Conservation Commission.

Printed material and informa-
tion will be available for any
person considering or concerned
about planting trees and shrubs
for either forestry or wildlife
purposes. Tree order forms from
the state forest nursery will be

available.~ Assistance will be
given in completing a nursery
order form. Price for 1974
nursery stock is $20 - $25 per 1,000
plants, plus shipping and tax. For
persons desiring larger nursery
stock not available from the State
Nursery, there will be private

nursery catalogs available.
There will be slides on display
with recommendations for cor-
rect soil and species selection,
planting . methods, layout and
technique, weed and grass
control recommendations, ‘and

.suggestions for planting ar-

rangements to benefit wildlife.
Homeowners, farmers, private
nursery representatives, other
landowners, or other agencies
such as City or County Govern-
ment representatives are most
welcome. The personnel in
attendance will be there to
discuss any aspect of their
Conservation jobs: soil erosion
and water control, wildlife
habitat, hunting seasons and
limits, city tree replacement,
Christmas tree or walnut plant-

‘ings, walnut value, insect and

disease problems, or any other
problem which may oceur:
Conservation is our business—
make it yours.

participated in the 1973 state-
wide contest, which was won by
Dan Pomeroy, Dedham, Iowa.

The regional and state levels of
the contest are co-sponsored by
the Ladies Auxiliary of the Iowa
Association of Soil Conservation
District Commissioners and the
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company, Grinnell, Iowa.

The local contest will be held
the first part of May. First,

. second, and third place winners

of the local contest will each
receive a plaque and $15, $10, and
$5 respectively. Each additional
participant will receive $2.

The winner of the local contest
will advance to the regional
competition which will be held in
June or July. Regional contest
prizes will consist of $25, $15, and
$10 for first, second, and third °
placings respectively.

The state contest will be held in
September, 1974, at the Annual
Conference for Soil Conservation
District Commissioners in Fort
Dodge, Iowa. The first place
winner in the State Contest will
receive a $250 college scholarship
and $100 cash. The second and
third place awards in the state
contest will consist of $75 and $50
in cash respectively.

Anyone interested in entering
the 1974 Soil Conservation Speech
Contest may obtain contest
informfion from the Iowa
County # 0il Conservation District
office, or the nearest Vocational
Agriculture Department. The
sponsors encourage all youths,
whether rural or urban, to enter
this very educational and re-

warding contest.
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% TON PICKUPS  (Excellent condition) ~ $1974.00

A record $791 million was paid out in social securi-
ty cash benefits to residents of lowa in calendar year
1973, according to James Wood, social security dis-

1969 GMC !> TON PICKUP avcrs.ps. $1774.00

trict manager. This was an increase of $143 million
over the total paid out in the year before.

Legislation enacted in Dec. provides for all percent
increase in monthly benefits in 1974. The Bill allows
for 7% effective March and another 4% in June. Bene-
fits also will increase automatically in future years to

1965 FORD

V-8, automatic

§774.00

1966 FORD
6 cylinder S87400

with overdrive........

keep them up-to-date w/increases in the cost of living.

Of the social security benefits paid to beneficiaries
in lowa during 1973, $547 million went to retired
workers and their dependents and $182 million to the
survivors of workers who have died. Another $61 mil-
lion was paid to severely disabled workers under 65 and
their dependents.

Nationally, social security cash benefit payments in
1973 totaled $51.4 billion. This was almost $10 bil-
lion higher than in the previous year. An estimated
$56.8 billion in social security benefits is expected to
be paid out in cash benefits in 1974, Wood said.

At the end of Dec. 1973, about 29.8 million men,
women and children were receiving monthly social se-
curity benefits, nearly one out of every 7 Americans.
The number of persons on the benefit rolls increased
by over a million during the course of the year,

Wood said.

Retired workers and their dependents account for
about 63% of all those receiving payments. The sur-
vivors of workers who have died, including children
and their widowed mothers, aged or disabled widows
and widowers, and aged dependent parents, make up
close to % of all those receiving social security pay-
ments. Another 12% are disabled workers and their
dependents.

Although social security is often mistakenly looked
upon as a program for the elderly, Wood said, almost
24% of all beneficiaries are under age 60 and 15% are
under age 22.

1966 CHEVROLET 2 TON - $474.00 -

1973 PONTIAC

Bonneville, 2 door ....... “A Buy”...... “Loaded”’

1973 PONTIAC 1972 PONTIAC

Catalina, 4 door sedan Catalina, 2 door hardtop
“loaded”’ one owner, low mileage

$3674.00 §2674.00

— MANY OTHER MAKES AND MODELS —

L&D
PONTIAC

Sales and Service

Marengo, lowa Phone 642-3321
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Mamie McCune receives cost-share check
from Lennis Doehrmann, Iowa County SCD
Secretary-Treasurer, for a diversion
terrace. :

COMPLETED CONSERVATION PRACTICES

Conservation work has proceeded well
in the Iowa County Soil Conservation
District. That is, considering there
is a shortage of just about every-
thing including drainage tile and
conservation contractors.

Several thousand feet of diversion
terraces have been installed by the
following landowners; Mamie McCune,
Lambert Elwood, Allyn Evans, Gene
Cronbaugh, and Donald Dietrich.

James McGrory, Raymond Folkmann, and
James Cook installed erosion control
structures on their own lands. Anton
Huedephol, Donohue Bros., and Arnold
Stutzma:. also installed erosion con-
trol structures in cooperation with
the county road department.

Jack Driscoll and Allyn Evans in-
stalled farm ponds for erosion con-
trol and livestock water.

Approximately 8000 feet of tile out-
let terraces were constructed this
fall by Millen Sandersfeld, Ronald
Mohr, and Gary Schafbuch. Gary Schaf-
buch's terraces were built in the
Lake Iowa Watershed. Mr. Schafbuch
constructed the terraces on his own
with no cost-share assistance.

The Iowa County Soil Conservation
District wishes to commend these
people on completion of their con-
servation practices. .

TREE PLANTING CLINIC

An open meeting for persons inter-
ested in our renewable natural re-
sources will be held in the Williams-
burg ASCS office on January 29th
from 9:00 a. m. to 3:00 p. m. Infor-
mation will be available from the
District Conservationist - U.S. Soil
Conservation Service, the Wildlife
Biologist and the District Forester
- Towa Conservation Commission.

Printed material and information will
be available for any person consider-
ing trees and shrubs for either for-
estry or wildlife purposes. Tree
order forms from the State Forest
Nursery will be available. Assist-
ance will be given completing a nur-
sery order form. Price for 1974
nursery stock is $20 - $25 per 1000
plants, plus shipping and tax. For
persons desiring larger nursery stock
not available from the State Nursery,
there will be private nursery cata-
logs available.

Homeowners, farmers, private nursery
representatives, other landowners or
other agencies such as City or County
Government representatives are most
welcome. The personnel in attendance
will be there to discuss any aspect
of their Conservation Jjobs: soil
erosion and water control, wildlife
habitat, hunting seasons and limits,
city tree replacement, Christmas tree
or walnut plantings, walnut value,
insect and disease problems, or any
other problem which may occur. Con-
servation is our business -- make it
yours.

Foua County
Soil Conservation
Distnict
Newsletter

Consider T he Soil Finst

John Erb's

Farmstead Windbreak. A
tree planting clinic will be held
January 29, 197L at the ASCS office.

197L SPEECH CONTEST

"Land Use Policy--A Pattern for Pros-
perity" will be the topic for the
1970 Soil Conservation Speech Contest
to be sponsored locally by the Iowa

County Soil Conservation District.
The contest is open to all junior an

senior high school students in the
county.

The local contest will be held the
first part of May. First, second,

and third place winners of the local

contest will each receive a plaque
and $15, $10, and $5 respectively.

Bach additional participant will re-

ceive $2.

The winner of the local contest will
advance to the regional competition
which will be held in June or July.
Regional contest prizes will consist
of $25, $15, and $10 for first, sec-
ond, and third placings respectively.

The state contest will be
September, 1974, at the Annual Con-
ference for Soil Conservation Dist-
rict Commissioners in TFort Dodge,
Iowa. The first place winner in the
state contest will receive a $250
college scholarship and $100 cash.
The second and third place awards in
the state contest will consist of
$75 and $50 in cash respectively.

held in

Anyone interested in entering the
1970 Soil Conservation Speech Contest
may obtain contest information from
the Towa County Soil Conservation
District office, or the nearest vo-
cational Agriculture Department. The
sponsors encourage all youths, whether
rural or urban, to enter this very ed-
ucational and rewarding contest.
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PRUNING BROADLEAFED TREES

There are different reasons for pruning trees du-
ring different months of the year. Maples and birch-
es tend to bleed profusely, so are most frequently
pruned in the summer when sap is moving more
slowly. Summer pruning may also be popular be-
cause it is difficult to visualize pruned form when
cutting is done during the leafless winter season.
Evergreens should be pruned (sheared) in May and
June. August pruning can reduce crown water loss
during periods of drought; it can also be used if a
“dwarf’’ tree is desired. Fall pruning is common
when trees are transplanted. This is done to equal-
ize the crown area with the root area which was re-
duced during transplant digging.

Tree leaves produce the food necessary for trunk
and stem growth throughout the year. Fall leaf-drop
means that the tree must grow, survive, and begin

- new spring growth by using food produced last year
and stored in the stem, trunk and roots. Removal of
branches early in the dormant season reduces the
amount of stem food storage area. Delaying pruning
until late winter or early spring allows the plant to

_ take full advantage of being followed by rapid spring
growth which will heal the wound.

There are many reasons to prune. Black walnut
should be pruned to alter a limby, low value lum-
ber tree into the high quality, high priced veneer
tree. Evergreens are pruned (sheared) for Christmas
trees or ornamental plants.-Trees are also pruned to

remove insect or disease infested branches, to remove
weak limbs or “V’* crotches, or for safety reasons.
Generally, trees should be pruned to maintain their
natural pruning technique which can vary consider-
ably. Contrary to common belief, side pruning will
not appreciably increase height growth. When side
branches and leaves are needed for active, healthy
growth. Unless removing diseased or crooked bran-
ches, the side stems should not be removed before
they are about 1% inches in diameter. Removal of
limbs over 3 inches in diameter can lead to excep-
tional slow healing. If small branches are excessively
long, crooked, or ‘““out-of-place,” it may be better to
cut them back without complete removal. Then cut
them off when they reach the 1% inch size.

When cutting, it is important to make cuts flush
with the main trunk. Leave no protruding stubs. If
cutting one.side of a V"’ crotch, make your cut at
a 45 degree angle. When cutting large limbs, make an
initial cut on the under side of the branch, and cut
the limb off outside the undercut. This will prevent '
bark peeling and ripping into the trunk. Finish the
cut by removing the stub flush to the trunk.

A pruning cut 1% inches in diameter or less will
seldom need wound dressing (paint). Wounds this
small should heal naturally long before wood rot be-
gins. For wounds larger than 1% inches, treat the
wound with any available paint, creosote, or com-
mercial wound dressing. It is true that lead base
paints or creosote can be toxic to healing tissues.
They may reduce the rate of healing slightly, but

PO TER JCGRP ) HOR. -G0S, - =" Fi g s

Consider
Conservation
Practices

Land is lIowa’s most pre-
cious resource. Most Jowaland
is both accessible and produc-
‘tive., We have about one fourth
of .the nations prime agricul-
‘tural land, But we’'re loosing
«this most valuable resource at
san-average -rate .of 13 tons per
acre per year. Once that thir-
teen tons is gone, we’ll never
see it again., Right along withthe
soil goes the fertilizer, insec-
ticides, and herbicides which
will never benefit the growth
of our crops.

In Jowa County we have
295,000 acres of this resource
in cropland, About 38 percent
is adequately treated with con-

| servation measures. Someofit
| is not even suited to production
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" There are different rea-
sons for pruning trees during
different months of the year,
Maples and birches-~tend to
bleed profusely, so are most
frequently pruned in the sum=-
mer when sap is moving more
slowly., Summer pruning may
also be popularbecause itisdif-
ficult to visualize pruned form
when cutting is done during the
leafless winter season. Ever-
greens should be pruned
(sheared) in May and June. Au-
gust . pruning canreduce crown
water loss during periods of
drought; it can also beused if
a ‘“‘dwarf’”’ treeisdesired. Fall
pruning is common when trees
are transplanted. This isdone
to equalize the crown area
with the root area which was
reduced during transplantdig-
ging. S

Tree leaves produce the food
necessary for trunk and stem
growth throughout the year, Fall
leaf-drop means that the tree
must grow, survive, andbegin
new spring growth by using food
produced last year and stored

in the stem, trunk and roots.

Removal of branches early in
the dormat season reduces the
amount of stem food storage ar-
. ea, Delaying pruning until late
winter or early spring allows
. the plant to take full advantage
of being followed by  rapid
spring growth which will_heal
the wound. for?
There are many reasons
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will in no way “‘poison’’ or kill the trees The bene-
fits of such a treatment would far exceed the detri-
mental effects. Wounds should be repainted once a
year until completely healed.

Joeurnsl - Tribune 3-i4=T¢

SDA officein doubt
for lowa county?

While both Marengo and

Currently, the USDA agencies

Williamsburg have been jockey-
ing, for position to obtain the

~ proposed U.S. Department of

Agriculture service center, it now
appears that the county may not
have any such office at all.

‘“Whether each county will
have a service center, or whether
the’ location of the center will
serve two to four-county area has
not been determined to date,”
USDA officials said this week.
‘“The service centers are to be
located in the central trade area
of the region served.”

are located in either Marengo or
Williamsburg in Iowa county.
The JIowa State University
extension service, which is
funded by the USDA, is in the
Marengo post office as is the
Farmers Home Administration

. office. The federal crop insur-

ance corp. is officed in the Iowa
County Savings Bank building.
However, the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation
Service office is in Williamsburg,
as is the Soil Conservation
Service office and the Iowa

The idea of the USDA service county Soil Conservation district
centers is to consolidate all /office, which works through the
agriculture department agencies) Iowa Conservation Commission.
under one roof. This will be done {,The district owns and bperates
for both efficiency and also with | Jake Iowa. :

an idea Otfy ﬁrt‘tne.engb the flz:mnnlgl ~—There has been considerable
communi T Dy making a keying for position on the part
the USDA'’s services available at g&l—-«g _pm par ‘

one place. There may &
be no county

ag center

Concluded from Page 1

of both Marengo and Williams-
burg eivic leader; in pursuing the
centralized office. Williams-
burgers have argued that the
office should be located here
because this is more nearly the
center of the county. Marengoans
have pointed to their status as the
county seat and that the federal
offices should be located near the
courthouse for better effective-
ness.

Plans are now being made _by
the heads of the USDA agencies
in the state for the establishment
of the onestop agricultural
service centers.

Heads of the agencies involved
in- Towa, with offices located in
Des. Moines are Dale Awtry,
Agricultural Stabilization ‘and
Conservation (ASCS), Wllgon
Moon, Soil Conservation Service
(SCS), Robert Pim, Farmers
Home Administration (FHA) and
Leroy Miller, Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation (FCIC).

The service centers will house
all agencies, have a common
entrance and integrated use of
office machines and equipment to
‘the extent feasible.

" of row crops. In 1974 we have

been challenged to produce
more to meet increased world
demand. It is estimated that an
additional 12,000 acres of Jowa
soil losses to nearly zero and
open the door for more inten-
sive row cropping. Minimum
tillage has great potential for
controling~ erosion and can
drastically reduce production
COBtS,

“We have the technology to
produce more. We also have
the knowledge to protect  the
soil while we’re producing.
Develop and apply a conser-
vation plan for new acresgoing
into production and for existing
cropland needing treatment,
The Soil Conservation Service
office in Williamsburg is ready
and willing to assist in thede-
velopment and application of
conservation plans, Consider
the soil first!



Pruning
Broadleafed
Trees

There are different rea-
sons for pruning trees during
different months of the year.
Maples and birches-~.tend to
bleed profusely, so are most
frequently pruned in the sum-
mer when sap is moving more
slowly. Summer pruning may
also be popularbecause it is dif-
ficult to visualize pruned form
when cutting is done duringthe
leafless winter season. Ever-
greens should be pruned
(sheared) in May and June. Au-
gust pruning canreduce crown
water loss during periods of
drought; it can also beused if
a ‘“‘dwarf” treeisdesired, Fall
Pruning is common when trees
are transplanted. This isdone
to equalize the crown area
with the root area which was
reduced during transplantdig-
ging. 2
Tree leaves produce the food
necessary for trunk and stem
growth throughout the year, Fall
leaf-drop means that the tree
must grow, survive, andbegin
new spring growth by using food
Produced last year and stored
in the stem, trunk and roots.
Removal of branches early in
the dormat season reduces the
amount of stem food storage ar-
ea, Delaying pruning until late
winter or early spring allows
the plant to take full advantage
of being followed by rapid
spring growth which will heal
the wound. ;
There are many reasons

to prune. Black walnut should
be pruned to alter a limby, low
“value lumber tree into the high
quality, high priced veneer
tree. Evergreens are pruned
(sheared) for Christmastrees
or ornamental plants. Trees
are also pruned to remove in-
sect ordisease infested branch-
es, -to remove weak limbs or
“y’* crotches, or for safety
reasons. Generally, trees
shouid be pruned to maintain
their natural shape.

Pruning technique can vary
considerably. Contrarytocom-
mon belief, side pruning will
not appreciably increase height
growth. When side branches
are removed too early, stem
diameter growth is reduced.
The branches and leaves are
needed for active, healthy
growth. Unless removing di-
seased or crooked branches,
the sides stems should not be
removed before they are about
1Y% inches in diameter. Re-
moval of limbs over three in-
ches in diameter can lead to
exceptional slow healing. If
small branches are excessive-
ly long, crooked, or ‘‘out-of-
place’”’, it may be better to cut
them back without complete
removal. Thenr cut them off
when they reach the 12 inch
size.

When cutting, it is import-
ant to make cuts flush with the
main trunk, Leave no protrud-
ing stubs. If cutting one side of
a ‘“V’’ crotch, make your cut
at a 45 degree angle. When
cutting large limbs, make anin-
itial cut on the under side of the
branch, and cut the limb off
outside the undercut, Thiswill
prevent bark peeling and rip-
ping into the trunk. Finish the
cut by removing the stub flush
to the trunk,

A pruning cut 1% inches
in diameter or less will sel-
dom need wound dressing
(paint). Wounds this small
should heal naturally long be-
fore wood rot begins. For
wounds larger than1l, inches,

traat the wound with any avail-

able paint, creosote, or com-
mercial wound dressingd It is
true that lead base paints or
creosote can be toxic to heal-
ing tissues. They may reduce
the rate of healing slightly, but
will in no way “poison’’ or kill
the tree. The benefits of sucha
treatment would far exceedthe
detramental effects, Wounds
should be repainted once ayear
until eompletely healeds
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Petitions, letters asked
to keep county ag-center

Iowa county farmers and
citizens are being urged to sign
petitions and to write letters to
legislators and Congressmen in
an effort to keep an agricultural
service center in the county.

A rieeung was held at the
Williamsburg city hall Thursday
evening with about 100 farmers
from around the county attend-
ing. Various civic and business
leaders spoke of the urgency of
lobbying both state and federal
officials on the question of one ag
center for each county in Iowa.

The Iowa county ASC commit-
tee and the soil conservation
commissions are both circulating
petitions which can be signed.

These are in Williamsburg and
Marerigo businesses and also are

.being circulated door to door.

Serious danger
Lambert Elwood, chairman of
the ASC committee, opened the
program by reporting that there
is a very serious danger that four
or more counties may be

combined for the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture service
center. He said this might mean
Iowa county farmers would have

to go to Cedar Rapids to obtain

ASC, soil conservation or Farm-
ers Home Administration ser-
vices.

“The question is not whether
we will have an office in Marengo
or Williamsburg,” Elwood said.
“It s whether we will have an
office in Iowa county at all.

“The thing we know is that if
we ever lose our office, we will
never get it back.”

The original proposal from the
USDA was to combine four
agriculture agencies into one
office in each county. This is the
ASC, the soil conservation, the
FHA and the federal CROP
insurance office (there is no
CROP office in the county now)
into one service center with a
common telephone, receptionist
and executive director.

The services would remain

much as they are now.

Combine counties
However, Elwood said that
after this original proposal

surfaced in November, suddenly
USDA bureaucrats were propos-
ing to combine several counties
into one office. He said this
suggestion originated in Texas,
where the agricultural population
is much thinner in most counties.

He said he and other USDA
committee members attended a
meeting in Des Moines on the
subject last week, and ‘“‘we didn’t
find a person there who was in
favor of it. The fact is that no one
on the county level had been
asked about it.”

Fred White, chairman of the
Iowa county conservation dis-
trict, said his agency is in favor of
the combined center, but also will
insist that there be at least one
center per county.

“But we believe that if you
have to drive to Cedar Rapids or
Iowa City there won’t be much
soil conservation done in Iowa
county,” White said. “We know
that there is only 35 to 40 percent
of the soil conservation work
done now that needs to be done.”

Both Williamsburg bankers
also strongly urged county
farmers and other citizens to sign
the petitions.

Half a day

should be a requirement in
creating the ag centers that a
farmer wouldn’t have to spend
more than half a day total in
driving to the center, tending to

Roy Larson, president of the his, business and then gdgiving

Farmers Trust and Savingsd™ a

bank, . said he believes there™
\

Ag center
sought
for county

Continued from Page 1

home.

. consolidation

Robert J. Coulter, president of
the Security Savings bank, said
the creaters of the multi-county
idea apparently
have short memories.

“A year and a half ago corn
was $1.37 and beans were $3,” he
noted.

“It is important to have a

. center in each county,” Coulter

continued. ‘“We need ASCS. We

' need SCS and we are tied to

FHA.”
Elwood said the ASC’s petitions
can be mailed back to the

' committee at general delivery in

Williamsburg. The soil conserva-
tion commissions petitions are in
business and will be picked up by
the commissioners. The soil
conservation petitions are de-
signed mainly to be signed by
citizens, while the ASC’s are
directed mainly at farmers.
Farmers can sign both.
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It doesn’t happen often in Iowa coun-
ty, but every time there is a heavy down-
pour such as occurred two week:s, ago,
it is emphatically proved how impor-
tant soil conservation practices are mn
" Towa county.

Farms on which there were grass
waterways, contouring and terracing
came through with a minimum of dam-
age.. But it is quite evident to the casual

§-30-7¢

-~ §oil erosion

observer that there has been extengive
damage on far too many farms. ].E’Ijecwus
topsoil has been washed down into low
spots. 7

It is true that soil conservation in Towa
county has been going on for years—
and more farms are being added every
year. But in the meantime thos_e wpwch
are not so protected are suffering irre-
trievable loss.

7 ~ { ' & -
Lowd Gouwniy Hevserlcser

Il =T

lowa County SCD Speech & Art Cohtesi PR

Just a reminder of the lowa County Soil Conserva-
tion District Speech and Art.Contest.

The Speech Contest will be held May 10, 1974 at
7:30 P.M. in the Williamsburg City Hall. We are re-
questing that all speech contestants notify the lowa
County Soil Conservation Service office, 409 Court
St. phone 668-2359, by Tuesday, April 30, 1974.

The topic for the speech contest will be ““Land

' Use-A Pattern For Prosperity.”” Information on this

topic can be obtained at the local Soil Conservation
Service pfflcg. The contest is open to all junior high
and senior high students in lowa County. First, se-

cond and third place winners of the local contest will
each.receive a plaque and $15, $10, and $5 respecti-
vely. Each additional contestant will receive $2. The

winner pf the local contest will advance to regional
competition.

In the Art Contest there are two divisions, Elemen-

tary, grades K thru 8, and Senior, grades 9 thru 12.
Contestants interested in entering should do so thru
' their local school. Each school will judge the pictures

entered from their school and pick the three best
pictures in each division. These will then be turned
in to the Soil Conservation Service office at 409
Court St., Williamsburg, lowa by Tuesday, April 30.
These pictures will then be judged prior to May 10
to pick the top three pictures from each division.
The winning pictures will be displayed May 10 at
the Speech Contest. Winners will be notified and
asked to be present May 10 to accept their awards.

Awards for the Art Contest will be: Senior Divi-

‘ siqn — Plaque and S20, first; S15, second and S10
. third. Elementary. Division — Plaque and S7.50,
first, S5, second and S3, third.

If there are any questions on either of these con-

tests feel free to contact the Soil Conservation Service

'Y ) {f¢
[Fieoneen- {\ fub lican

office, 409 Court St., V\ililrliiaimsburg, 668-2359.

5.23-7¢

Urges Wise Use
Of Resources

Iewa landowners have come
a long way in protecting their
land in the past 35 years. but
there's still a great amount of
soil conservation work that
needs to be done according to
Wilson Moon, state conserva-
tionist for USDA Soil Conserva-
tion Service. )

“More than 100.000 farmers

and other landowners are

cooperating with their local
soil conservation district to
protect their land [rom wind
and water erosion.”” Moon said.
“Yet, only about half of our
cropland is adequately treat-
L ed against soil erosion. Soil
- conservation is a never-end-
ing job.”
Moon's comments came as

soil conservatiofiists and
others across the nation pre-'
pared to observe Soil Steward-
ship week, May 19-26. :

“We have more at stake in
Towa than many other states,”
Moon said. ‘“We have more
acres of cropland than 18 other
states combined, and our fer-
tile land produces nearly a
tenth of the nation’s food
supply.”

Moon is concerned about
some steep land plowed up by
farmers in their attempt at all-
out production. ‘‘As we pro-
duce more, we also need to pro-
tect more,” Moon said. “On
pastures plowed for rowerops.
soil loss on steeper slopes could
be as high as 20 tons per acre
this year. Acceptable losses
are three to five ton per acre a
year."”

Moon urged landowners to
contact local soil conservation

" |district for technical and finan-

cialhelp in planning and apply-
ing soil conservation °prac-
tices.
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Occasional chairs

Bell & Howel 8 mm
movie camera and
projector

Hoover vacuum

Luggage; Roaster oven

Glass luncheon set

Pots; pans; toasters

Elec. skillet; Mixers

Walnut furniture

Platform rocker

Small secretary top

6 Maple chairs

Clock shelves

3 Trunks; Pressed glass

Plates; 12 HP plates

Cloisonne vase

Salt & peppers; School
bells; cherry pitter

Rocking horse

¢ Apothecary bottles

¢ Vaseline tumbler

¢ Wash boards; picture
frames

Old books - 1820 on etc.

PRPPOPIPIIEPPPCTPP PP PPOPOPSOELD

accident or theft.
Auctioneers

Hartz, Holtz & Nolanp

P TS 2 223 asa o 8 2 2 2 4

Clidirs.
Portable Singer sewing
machine
Adding machine
Typewriter; H.D. vacuum
Anniversary clock
Mirrors; 15 crystal plates
Crystal sherbets & goblets
Elec. coffee pots
Radios; Decoys

Some tools and an O gauge Lionel train with track.
101 other items found at a closing out sale

Antiques

Corner what-not

Wash stand; pie safe

Mantel clock

Occasional chair

Rockers; wine press

Depression glass*

Old silver mugs, pitchers

Kerosine lamps and
night lamps

HP sugar bowl; HP cups
and saucers.

Old & very old fruit jars

Salters; lanterns

Buttons; crocks; stereo-
graph; pictures

Mrs. Emma H. Kraus Estate

Mrs. Wayne Stake, Executor

Terms: Cash or any arrangement you can make
with your banker. This sale will be sold under the
number system. We are not responsible in case of

Clerk

lowa County Bank
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Barns and Outbuildings
Quality work with
Reasonable Rates

Call 319-655-7452
Millersburg

WANTED

Old Newspapers. Bring
to Dennis Sandersfeld’s
barn. Paper picked up
in Williamsburg each
3rd Sunday afternoon
beginning at 1 p.m.
(rain date - 4th Sunday)
Have papers at curb in
bundles. :

Sponsaored by: St. Paul
Lutheran Church Christ-

ian Service Committee. |

Laad o d 2 2 o 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 22 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 BB NIRRT WA G

647-3722

DRIVEWAYS — PATIOS — FEED FLOORS — BASEMENT FLOORS — FOOTINGS
WALLS TO 5° HIGH — GARAGE FLOORS — SIDEWALKS — STEPS

HANSEN  2eti2
CONSTRUCTION CO.

weasfgnday ~vasvod

I PAYD
TO FIGURE FEED COST

I am now the sales representative for Moorman'’s
Feeds in lowa, Hilton and York Townships and will
welcome the opportunity to figure with you on
your feed needs. For good results and low produc-
tion cost, see .....

GERALD H. HUDEPOHL
Phone 662-2282 Conroy, lowa

Remember
Only the rich can afford a cheap feed

Victor, lowa 647-3278

Call for Free Estimates - Dick Hansen, Owner
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LEFT: Farmers and ranchers throughout
the country will decide soon how much
more land they will put into crop pro-
duction. In 1973, corn was the leading
crop planted, occupying 75% million
acres.

RIGHT

MINIMUM TILLAGE is rapidly gaining
popularity over conventional tillage me-
thods throughout the country. This me-
thod of planting reduces soil loss 40 to
90 percent, conserves time and labor,
reduces gasoline and diesel fuel bills
by 50 percent and more, an important
factor during the energy crisis.

FARMERS AND RANCHERS can receive technical help in pro-

tecting the land from the lowa County Soil Conservation Diswict.

Conservation plans are based on a scientific soil Survey that show

the land’'s drainage patterns, erosion hazards, the suitability of the i - i

soils for_different crops, and conservation practices necessary to TERRACE CONSTRUCTION is necessary on some farm and ranch land to slow down water runoff and pre-

protect the land. vent costly soil losses. On the lowa farm above, there are 14 miles of grass backslope terraces. After an un-
’ precedented 21 inches of rain in a single month, the farmer said soil loss was less than one inch.

.

Gowa, County Soil Consenvation Disvict Newslotton ™
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- WINS SOIL CONSERVATION CONTEST — Speech winners in the annual soil con-
servation regional speech contest July 24 at Seven Villages, Amana, were left to |
right John Becker, Watkins, Benton county; Jeff Schlichting, Muscatme second
place; and Dean chkel Marengo, third place. Becker will advance to state com-
petition in September at Fort Dodge.

‘Speech Awards Earned By
Benton, lowa FFA Youth

John Becker, 17, Watkins,
was named winner of the
Region 7 Soil Conservation
speech contest July 24 at Holi-
day Inn, Amana. John repre-
sented Benton County Soil Con-
servation District in the com-
petition and received a certifi-
cate and a check for $25 as first
place awards. He is son of the
Harold Beckers.

Jeff Schlichting, Muscatine,
16, son of the James Schlich-
tings, received second place
honors, including a $15 check
and a certlflcate

Third place honors went to
Dean Dickel, Marengo, son of

the Willard Dickels. He was an
Iowa county Soil Conservation
District representative and re-
ceived a certificate and a $10
check.

Becker will advance to state
contest at Fort Dodge Sept. 8.
State event will be held in con-
junction with annual confer-
ence for Iowa Association of
Soil Conservation District
Commissioners. Top prize will
be a $150 college scholarship
and $100 in cash.

Co-sponsors of speech con-
test are Grinnell Mutual Rein-
surance tompany, Grinnell,
and Ladies Auxiliary of Iowa

Association of Soil Conserva-
tion District Commissioners.

Other contestants were Dana
Echelbarger, Clinton; Gene
Edelen, Grinnell; Linda Jen-
nings, Columbus Junection;
Loren Logan, Kalona; Tony
McKinley, Walker; and Doug-
las Mottet, Brighton.

Jim Hawkins, Lee county,
was keynote speaker to mem-
bers of region soil district com-
missioners. Darrell Brown,
West Branch, was named top
soil district commissioner
from group. Duane Shalla,
Washington county, was elect-
ed president of the nine county
group.

Mrs. Harold Higgins, Tama,
president of women’s auxil-
iary, presided -

Vielor Aecerel L-1G-7Y

1OWA TEACHERS
‘CONSERVATION CAMP

The JTowa County Soil Con-
servation District is sponsoring
teachers for the 1974 Iowa
Teachers Conservation Camp.
The district is providing $100
in-scholarships to be divided
equally between the teachers
attending.

The camp deals with Iowa
conservation problems,
;I‘eachers will learn about .
natural resources, conservation
and environmental manage-
me’nt They will receive prac-
tical field experience and
work with local resources.
Teachers are encouraged to
develop programs in their own
schools,

There will be a camp

" held July 8-26 at Ottumwa,

The course gives you three .
hours of university credit in
three weeks. Classes are held
from 8:30 w0 5 p.m. Monday

-through Friday.

Undergraduate tuition is
$102 and graduate tuition is
$105. Books and supplies
may be $5 to $20. Living
accommodations and meals .
will be available at reasonable
cost for those needing them.

Teachers in Iowa county are
eligible for the scholarship
and are encouraged to make
use of them as soon as possible.

For information and applica-

. tion forms contact the Iowa

|
|

County Seil Conservation
District, P, O, Box 210, 409
Court Steet, Williamsburg,
Iowa. Phone 668-2359,

M,‘(;c(" QLL(fJ

Ge1f-TY

SOIl AND WATER

 CONSERVATION WEEK
 SEPTEMBER 8 - 15

Governor Ray has declared
Sept, 8-15 as Soil and Water
Conservation Week in lowa,
This is a time for all of us to

reflect on the status of soil and

water conservation in Jowa
county,

Some would say that we have

slipped backwards because of
the administration request for
all out production. Some
fields are being plowed up
that should not be plowed.
Some areas are being farmed
too intensively for the soil

—conditions. Perhaps we have

slipped backwards slightly, but
If we have now is the time to
take hold and reverse this
trend,

This year has taught many
of us a lesson that some of
our lands cannot be farmed
intensively without proper
soil and water conservation,
Contouring, stripcropping,
and terracing are required to
farm the sloping land as in-
tensively as we do. In some

cases permanent meadow is the

only answer to control erosion.
Many people complain about

- "point rows" and "its harder to
- farm on the contour”, and may-
be it is but if we want to have

good productive soil in the
future we must conserve it
now, Besides soil and water
conservation doesn't cost, it
pays through fertilizer, herbi-
cides, and seed savings plus
more productive soil.

The farmers are not the
only onesthat need to be con-

cerned. City people have their

erosion problems too, Have-
you ever seen a construction
sight where there was not a
large area of soil laid bare to
erosion, We have city
planning problems and
waste disposal problems,
The list of urban soil and
water problems is every bit
as long as the rural problems,
The problems belong to all

| ofus, Itisup to eachone of
us as individuals to consider

these problems during Soil
and Water Conservation Week
and to do something about it
throughout the year.

For information on Soil and
Water Conservation contact
the JTowa County Soil Conser-
vation District, 409 Court
Street, Williamsburg, lowa.
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Winners were named Friday evening in both the art and speech contests sponsored by the
Iowa County Soil Conservation District. Winners hhemcuwm,hwn:yi}m
Darrell Schwarting and Lois Schiesselman, both of the Williamsburg schools, and Becky
Witte of Lutheran Interparish School. They were in the elementary division. Winners in the
high school division, back row, were Debbie Van Hamme of HLV, Kim Armstrong and
Debbie Muhlenbruck, both of Williamsburg. Soil conservation : commissioner Keith
Enochson presents the first place award to Dean Dickel of Iowa Valley in the speech
contest. Second place was Randy Jones, center, and third went to Dwight Maas. Both these

boys were from Williams . The contest
by _ burg was co-sponsored by the Patrons Mutual

MARY WELSH

| Wdrkshop
Held Today
‘At Lake lowa

Wildlife conservation is the
topic of a teachers’ workshop
being held today, Thursday, at
Lake Iowa in southern Iowa
county.

Mary Welsh, elementary
principal of Williamsburg
school district, is chairman of
afternoon session. Sixth grade
teachers from all county school
districts have been especially
invited. Other teachers may
also attend. .

Introduced will beé a con-
servation field trip guidebook,

developed by Iowa county soil
conservation district educa-
tion committee. Locations and
explanations of sites through-
out county depicting soil and
water, conservation, wildlife
areas, geological sites, water
resources and historical sites
are included in publicaiton.
Miss Welsh was instrumental
in having book published.

Registration fee is $2 and will
conclude with an outdoor sup-
per.

Local conservation district
in cooperation with Johnson
and Washington county dis-
tricts is sponsoring a soil judg-
ing contest Oct.9at 1: 30 p.m. in
Iowa county. Event will be
open to all 4H and vocational
agriculture youth.
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Winners were named Friday evening in both the art and speech contests sponsored by the :
Iowa County Soil Conservation District. Winmers in the are comtest were frentn:ylrl!
Darrell Schwarting and Lois Schlesselman, both of the Williamsburg schools, and Becky
Witte of Lutheran Interparish School. They were in the elementary division. Winners in the
high school division, back row, were Debbie Van Hamme of HLV, Kim Armstrong and
Debbie Muhlenbruck, both of Williamsburg. Soil conservation commissioner Keith
Enochson presents the first place award to Dean Dickel of Iowa Valley in the speech
contest. Second place was Randy Jones, center, and third went to Dwight Maas. Both these

boys were from Williams . The contest
e l burg was co-sponsored by the Patrons Mutual

MARY WELSH

Wdrkshop
Held Today
At Lake lowa

Wildlife conservation is the
topic of a teachers’ workshop
being held today, Thursday, at
Lake Iowa in southern Iowa
county.

Mary Welsh, elementary
principal of Williamsburg
school district, is chairman of
afternoon session. Sixth grade
teachers from all county school
districts have been especially
invited. Other teachers may
also attend.

Introduced will be a con-
servation field trip guidebook,

developed by Iowa county soil
conservation district educa-
tion committee. Locations and
explanations of sites through-
out county depicting soil and
water, conservation, wildlife
areas, geological sites, water
resources and historical sites
are included in publicaiton.
Miss Welsh was instrumental
in having book published.

Registration fee is $2 and will
conclude with an outdoor sup-
per.

Local conservation district
in cooperation with Johnson
and Washington county dis-
tricts is sponsoring a soil judg-
ing contest Oct.9at 1: 30 p.m. in
Iowa county. Event will be
open to all 4H and vocational
agriculture youth.
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Suggest Conservation Measures -

oil Losses

‘ By Duane Miller
Soil Conservatlonist

Torent‘T’ rains of the last
tl\ree weeks once again point to
n for increased emphasis
on‘soil and water econserva-.
tion. Many landowners in Iowa

_county have indicated soil ero-

sion is occumn more rapidly

: than ever.

~ Roads and r‘bad*dltches are

“becoming cloggeds; with silt.
Some roads in Iowa eounty are
nearly impassable because of
silt accumulations. Even fur-
ther downstream ‘rivers and
lakes are being filled with sedi-
ment.

Greatest tragedy of soil ero-
sion is losing the best land, lanc
for which up to $1,000 per acre
has been paid. Along with soi
and water we are losing herbi
cides, fertilizer, msecucldes
and in soIne cases, seed corn.

Stop Erosion

What can be done to stoj
excessive erosion? The answe
is proper land use and treat
ment, protecting land whil
producing more. The first ste
is to acquire a soil and wate

conservation plan with assit

tance of Iowa County Soil Cor
servation district.
Conservationists will recom-
mend needed land use chan-
ges along with soil and water
conservation practices need-
ed considering crop rotations.
Recommended practices may
include erosion control struc-
tures, ponds, grassed water-

- ) p g5 ) 4-
Zeowa e vy My LerT:

ways, contouring,
ping or mulch tillage.

& ; p o 55 " |
SOIL EROSION — Recent rains that have hit lowa county caused numerous cro- ! . ‘
sion problems for area farms. Norm Skadburg. W illiamsburg. is shown here in-  assistance on soil erosion prob-

dicating the one and one-half foot of top soil that has washed over road in Troy town-

ship near the Laurel Weiss farm.

Sen SO [~ 2

LONG TERM COST SHARING PROGRAM—

Allan and Marcella.Doehrmann of Williamsburg
were the first landowners in lowa County to be
approved for long term cost-sharing for soil cons-

ervation measures.

Long term agreements are part of the 1974 Rural
Environmental Conservation Program of ASCS.

They offer farmers the option of planning and

applying conservation practices with cost-sharing
over a period of 3-10 years.

A total of four such agreements have been ap-
proved in lowa County. These are on the Gene
Stoltzfus farm of North English, Marvin Slau-
baugh farm of Parnell, and the Lawrence Quinlan
farm south of Marengo. The four agreements
cover a total of |,163 acres.

This type of agreement insures that the land-
owners will get the cost-share funds needed for
conservation whether or not farm programs
change in the next few years. The whole farm can
be planned for conservation and the owner can
plan how he will pay hisshare of the cost. It

also helps contractors scheduling by knowina
what jobs need to be done well ahead of construction.
The largest agreement covers 639 acres and will
cost nearly $65,000 when completed. That's a lot
of money but the owner feels that its needed and
well worth the money. The additional cost- sharel
funds for this agreement was secured by a specia
effort on the part of ASCS office personnel.
This is a new program and if there are any questions
contact the ASCS or SCS office in Williamsburg.

—Photo by C. Edward Koch

used to control gullies.

These practices help to re-
duce flooding and clogging of
road ditches. They keep sedi-
ment and chemicals out of ri-
vers and stréams.

Contact Soil Conservation
Service, 409 Court St.. Wil-
liamsburg, phone 668-2359. for

lems.
It is estimated soil losses
from rains this spring are as

- r ot
C.R. Gagedfe [O-/1-F

Williamshurg Tops
Soil Judging Event

WILLIAMSBURG — Wil-
liamsburg dominated a three-
c¢ounty soil judging contest
here this week. Randy Jones,
a Williamsburg student, was
high individual in the contest
and the school’s Future Farm-
ers of America chapter placed
first in team competition.

Another Williamsburg
student, Dwight Maas, placed
second while two Mid-Prairie
FFA members, Curtis Stutz-
man and Bob Stutzman, both
of Wellman, captured the
other .two places in individual
competition.

Mid-Prairie placed second |
and Lone Tree third in team
competition. Five schools
were represented by the 33

. students and eight teams
competing.

. = .
stripcrop- alone or in combination with r3ces can cut soil loss to less high as 100 tons peracre. A per-
contouring can effectively con- than one ton per acre. Ponds,

missible soil loss isthreetolive
Mulch or minifnumn tillage trol erosion on many soils. Ter- structures and waterways are :

tons per year.

May Run To 100 Tons Per Acre

Erosion
complaints
to be filed

The county enginer has the

. permission of the board of
| supervisors to file

erosion
complaints against farmers who
allowed their topsoil to wash into
ditches during recent heavy
rains.

The subject came up at the
supervisors’ meeting Tuesday in
part because the county had
received a bill from a woman in
English township for dirt she
removed from the road and
brought back to her land.

The supervisors said they not
only won’t pay the bill, but they
may file a complaint against the
landowner for allowing the dirt to
wash off the fields in the first
place in violation of state
conservation laws.

County engineer Nord S.

Sorensen noted the state law

. which prohibits a farmer to allow

more than 10 tons of topsoil to
wash off a field. He said this also
applies into road ditches, and
added that this happened in a
number of places in the county.

The supervisors, with new
supervisor Delmar Wetjen in the
lead, told Sorensen to file the
complaints with the Iowa County
Conservation board. By filing this
complaint, the farmer automat-
ically receives 75 percent of the
money needed for the conserva-
tion and erosion control project
on his farm. However, the project
is mandatory.

Neighbors also can file com-
plaints if the runoff from a field
comes onto their land. This is
why the county would file
complaints about erosion into
ditches, since this is county land.

Duane Miller, Iowa -county
conservationist, had met with the
supervisors about a month ago to
brief them about the 75 percent
program and also about pro-
cedures for the county to file
complaints.

Sorensen said he has met with
Miller several times since to

" discuss the program.

—
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CONSERVATION EDUCATION

e |
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

in The Classroom In The Field

"FOR TEACHERS | FOR STUDENTS

FIELDTRIP GUIDEBOOK

Developed by the Iowa
County Soil Conserva-
tion District Educa-
tion Committee. To be
used by teachers and
other leaders in de-
veloping and conduct-
ing tours and field-
trips.

TEACHER'S WORKSHOP

For all teachers in Iowa County sponsored
by the Iowa County Soil Conservation Dis-

trict Education Committee. Will be held SOIL JUDGING CONTEST

at Lake Iowa at 1:30 p.m. on August 22, ; 3

197L4. Subject covered will be Wildlife Sponsored by Iowa, Johnson, and Washingtor Soil Con-
Conservation. servation Districts. Open to Vocation Agricultural

students and L-H members. Contest will be held in Iowa
County on October 9, 197L.

Jowa County Soidl Consewation District Newdletter i
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mulch tillage in modern farming

Severe erosion has occurred on this field where corn was removed for silage.
Where the corn was harvested for grain and the corn residue was left on the
surface over winter, there is little erosion.

Soil losses on bare unprotected soils in lowa County can range as high as

80 to 100 tons per acre per year.

loss by 50%.

No-till planting disturbs only an area
4" wide in the planted row.

Jowa County Soil Consewation Distnict Newdletien

Crop residue of 3000 pounds cuts soil

Residue left by the corn picker is norm—
ally 6000 — 7000 pounds per acre.

=
A A

Even distribution of large amounts of
residue over the soil surface makes mulch
tillage most effective in stopping erosion.
Crop residue of 7000 pounds an acre
cuts soil loss 80% to 95% of that with
residues plowed under. !

Soybean
residue

as left by
the combine—
2,250 pounds
an acre.
Soybean
residue
usually

ranges

from 1,500
to 2,500
pounds

an acre.

Mulch tillage means to leave as much residue as possible on the surface. Each tillage
operation covers some residue. For instance, each time you disc you cover approxi-
mately 50% of the residue. One chisel plowing will normally cover 20% of the residue.
In determining amount of residue you desire, remember that more than 6000 pounds

an acre does not greatly increase effectiveness.

Not only does mulch tillage decrease soil loss, but it also decreases production costs

and energy uses.

Phone 668-2359
Williamsburg
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SCS cools county plan for erosion

What had been thought to have
been a promising plan to
minimize erosion and flooding
along the English river fizzled
Tuesday with the report that it
would not be cost effective.

Marvin Parmer of the state Soil
Conservation service office in
Des Moines told the Iowa county
board of supervisors that a
federal-financing plan for flood

and erosion control along the
Middle English river would not
meet the agency’s one to one
cost-benefit requirements. This
means there must be a dollar of
benefit for every dollar invested
in the program.

“The benefit would be there,
but the cost would be too high,”
Parmer said. “It would not be
1-1.”

The supervisors had hoped to
be able to take advantage of the
program in order to minimize

water flow into the Middle !

English, where major bridge
washouts and culvert disruptions
occurred last May.

The engineering and the small .
dams and lakes built under such °

a program would cut the flow into
the English river to that which

-would be bank-full at the

maximum, Parmer said.

County soil conservationist
Duane Miller said that although
the federal funds will not be
available, the benefits of the
program mightbe high enoughto
warrant using local funds.

Part of the program involves
the use of road-dams rather than
bridges over creeks and streams.
This backs up the water, which
then trickles through the spillway
rather than flooding on down the
stream to further damage crops
or wash away top soil.

Parmer said the program
involves requiring farmers to

-contour farm and maintain

marginal land for pastre or
forest. He said the federal

money in approved programs
then is used for the dams, which
capture the larger runoff.
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Soil conservation
winners announced

Iowa county winners in the follows: '

annual Iowa Soil Conservation
Achievement awards program
have been announced by Wilson
T. Moon, state conservationist for
the U. S. Soil Conservation
service.

Winning farms in each soil
conservation district were sele—
ted in three divisions: Winners in
each farmer and teacher division

1. Owner and family operated.
2. Landlord-tenant operated.
Winners in each farmer and
teacher division follows: 1. Allyn
Evans, Williamsbcurg. 2. Leo
Driscoll, Williamsburg, owner;
Leighton Jones and Richard

Schaeffer, Williamsburg, op—
erators. Teacher: .K-8, Mrs.
Betty Golden, Williamsburg

community schools, Conroy.
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Four Williamsbu

Farmers

Cited for Conservation Work

WILLIAMSBURG — Four Driscoll’s farm has been op-
Williamsburg farmers were erated by Leighton Jones and
honored at an Iowa county Richard Schaefer the past 15

awards banquet last week for
their achievements in conser-
vation farming.

Allyn (Chris) Evans was
.named the top owner-operator,
and a landowner, Leo (Curly)
Driscoll, was cited in the
landlord-tenant division.

years.
Similar Programs

Evans and Driscoll each
have about 25,000 feet of ter-
races on their farms. Contour
farming, crop rotations, and
residue management are used §
for erosion and water control.

Both farms have areas set Chris
aside for wildlife, and Evans Evans
has a farm pond for wildlife Y
and water supply. The Dris-
coll farm is 160 acres, and the
Evans farm is 240 acres.

Leighton
Jones

Teacher Cited

A sixth grade instructor at
Williamsburg, Mrs. Robert
Golden, was cited as the §
county’s outstanding conserva-
tion teacher.

Her class earned $185 from
sponsoring concession stands
at school events to purchase
trees dand plantings at two
school centers.

Leo
Driscoll

Mrs. Robert
Golden
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Teachers

By Doris McCartney

Lake Iowa was the outdoor
classroom for nearly 24 Iowa
county teachers Thursday
afternoon where they pre-
viewed the new Conservation
Field Trip Guidebook and a
wildlife management course to
be taught to their pupils this
year.

Duane Miller, county’s con-
servationist with Soil Con-
servationService, says he real-
ized a long time goal in direct-
ing the program. SCS commis-
sioners have also sponsored
speech and art contests to en-
courage elementary and high
school students in all phases of
conservation projects.

The new guidebook, publish-
ed especially for upper elemen-
tary grades is the joint effort of
a teacher contmittee, who be-
gan meeting nearly a year ago
in one-hour: sessions,

' ‘month. Seme 350 copies were
published by Joint County
school system, Cedar Rapids,
for study in Iowa county
schools.

Field Hike :

Studies Thursday took the
teachers from the redwood all-
weather shelter above west
s,* of lake, where sessions
‘were held, on a brief jaunt.
Conservation officers, Ralph
Leigh, Marengo, who serves
Iowa and Benton counties, and
Bob Kurt, Toledo, assigned to
Poweshiek and Tama coun-
ties, led field trip. Kurt, a wild-
life biologist, is articulate, and

each .

spoke for more than one and
one-half hours without notes.

The song of a cardinal float-
ed from a tree limb at edge of a
clearing when teachers paused
to study a young ash tree. Ad-
vantages of the natural trees
and abundance of honeysuckle
found over the 492 acres at
Lake Iowa were mentioned by
Kurt.

Both conservation officers
questioned the practice of ex-
tensive and regular ‘mowing
around the new pond in park.
They suggested that if‘mowing
were only done once in four
years, the area would shelter
more wildlife, especially phea-
sant and quail, now seen in few-
er numbers here.

Questioned on rapid loss of
elm trees, Kurt said every
nature problem seems to have
a silver lining.

‘“Take for instance the in-
crease of red-winged black-
birds and the pileated wood-
pecker. The red-headed wood-
pecker feeds on insects found
on dead elm trees, and this bird
has found a haven in the death
loss of these trees,” he pointed
out.

Increasing numbers are
noted too of the pileated wood-
pecker, a bird the size of a
crow, all black with a red crest
and white spot on wing. Swoop-
ing low, the pileated wood-
pecker appears all black in
movement,

A population explosion has
been noted in numbers of rac-

=LY —-7

coons, which were up 43 per-
cent in past year. Raccoons
prefer to lodge in el trees.

After a lemonade break for
the hiking teachers, Kurt re-
sumed his slide presentation on
wildlife management.

Managing Wildlife

“Only in the past 30-40 years
has modern science actually
been practicing wildlife man-
agement,”’ Kurt said. ‘‘Keep-
ing game had once been con-
trolled by the wealthy in the
days of kings.

‘“‘Some 3,000 deer are an-
nually killed in Iowa. How-
ever, a lot of deer are also
wasted by poor hunters, killed
by dogs or on highways. In
southern part of the state, con-
servation officers have on
occasion found 15 dogs kept on
farmsteads, which on the
prowl, kill deer and are a men-
ace to all wildlife,”’ he said.

In a study of the white-tailed
deer, conservation commis-
sion personnel using corn as
bait, have trapped deer in
boxes in wooded areas to at-
tach radio collars to log habits
and routes of Iowa’s big game.
Deer are tracked by plane in a
25-30 ‘tnile range in order to
carry out the ground study.

Kurt noted native ruff grouse
is an illusive bird and is sub-
ject to ten year highs and lows
in population. The hen is the
size of a pheasant, is a wood-
land game bird, common to
northeast part of state and
Minnesota. Restricted hunt-

PAUSE ON STUDY HIKE — Bob Kurt, Toledo, wildlife biologist, paused to com-
ment on a young ash tree at Lake Iowa during last week's outdoor education for

Iowa county teachers and to urge teachers to ide

McCartney.

ntify bird song. - Photo by Doris

*

ing of the bird is maintained.,
Broods have been transplant-
ed to new areas of state
through trapping, however. In
1971, an experimental release
of 43 birds was done in south-
eastern part of the state.

Wild Turkeys

A milestone in wildlife man-
agement program was the Jan-
uary release of wild turkeys in
the Amana timber Kurt ob-
serves. After the first hunt of
the birds, in other areas tur-
keys become hunter-wise how-
ever.

“A wild turkey is quite a
trophy,”” Kurt exclaims.
“Some 100 years ago, pioneers
supplied their families with
wild turkey meat, but as for-
ests were logged off by 1900, the
wild turkey was nearly at point
of extinction. Now the bird is
protected.”’

“The eastern wild turkey,
the type brought to Amana, isa
powerful bird. Turn them loose
in a thick titnber, where even a
sparrow cannot penetrate and
a wild turkey will bulldoze
through and be out of sight
soon,” Kurt explains.

Stocking new areas with wild

turkeys is started with 15 hens
and three gobblers, enough to
begin a new population. Here,
again, conservationists mark
birds for research.
“Iowa conservationists are
staking their game hopes on
the eastern wild turkey be-
cause two other strain intro-
duced into the state earlier, did
not pan out,”’ he continued.

Kurt notes a perfectly round-
ed tail fan indicates the adult
bird. Even in 19-below temp-
eratures, the turkey is doing
well in the county. A typical
bird has a seven-inch - long
beard and weight is approx-
imately 22 pounds.

Pheasants

Iowa, as the title-holder to
best pheasant country be-
cause of its high population
count both in state and county,
has taken a set back this year,
according to surveys. ‘‘Per-

. haps two-thirds fewer birds

will be available to hunters this
fall,”” Kurt says.

Since 1960 pheasant popula-
tion has increased in this area,
as birds migrate in southern
direction in state. A switch in
habitat has been caused among
pheasants because farmers
further north are removing
fence rows and losing wildlife
shelters.

‘‘Pheasants can only move to

’

review Outdoor Courses At

S

Lake lo

PLANNED OUTDOOR SESSION — Heading the plan-
ning committee during past year, in preparation for
Iowa county teacher’s outdoor education workshop
held last week, were Mary Welsh, Williamsburg.
elementary principal: Duane Miller, Soil Conserva-

tion service!

Gary Drefke, Lutheran Inter-Parish

school, and Mrs. Roger Tandy, Deep River-Millers-
burg elementary school principal, all WilliAmsburg. -

Photo by Doris McCartney.

roadside ditches, but they can-
not survive long there.

“Farmers who postpone
haying until July or later,
allow their pheasants to get
their broods off to a good start.
A plum thicket offers phea-
sants protection when haying
begins. A pheasant needs pro-
tection in driving snow and
sub-zero weather,” Kurt adds.

‘“Honeysuckle on the west
side of a shelter belt of fir, and
scotch or red pine is an excel-
lent way for farm owners to in-
duce pheasants to survive win-
ter.”

Regular pheasant counts are
taken by conservationists over
a prescribed route of 30 miles
each year. Every two miles,
men stop to listen for pheasant
crow to record the hunting
prospects.

During a i5-year project, the
conservation commission, in
cooperating with federal wild-
life and game commission, has
banded 3,000 morning dove to
gain information on the bird.

Prairie Grasses

In preserving heritage
areas, the conservation com-
mission has been planting
prairie grasses in the state for
feeding wildlife, for shelter, to
prevent soil erosion and as a
Canada thistle control effort.
Every five years, the grasses
are burned off.

{

Big and little bluestem, In-
dian grass, switch grass and
oats grama’'mix are seeds pur-
chased from a Nebraska firm.
Grass is‘more expensive and a
Nesbit drill is used.

Heritage grasses have been
thriving in Iowa county along
interstate 80 and are found
most of the distance from Grin-
nell to Williamsburg he added.

Feed Fish

Leigh told teachers of the
portable fisheries established
inlakes to attain rate of gain in
fish. Some 800-1,000 catfish in 3
by 4 by 6-foot cages are crowd-
ed, but catfish determine their
territory and will fight to pro-
tect their area when released.

Fish are fed high protein fish
food and after 120 days, cages
are retrieved, fish are weigh-
ed, measured and released.
Rate of gain is one and one-
fourth pound of food to one
pound of fish weight.

Lake Iowa channel catfish
were four inches long and were
33 to the pound this year as fin-
gerlings. Cage successrate has
been 95 percent survival. Leigh
calls this a good program for
providing better fishing for
local residents.

Bird Wings

Displaying wild waterfowl
wings, Leigh noted hunting is

by a point system. Identifica-
tion should be a necessary

wda

study for the hunter before go-
ing out Leigh mentioned. Blue-
winged " teal, green-winged
teal, wigdem, buffalo head,
golden head, gray coot and
American gray coot, gadwall,
bald pate all were described
with slides.

He cited waterfowl slides
and bird wings as helpful in
determining sex and age of

* ducks. He noted too wood duck

seeks dead elm for nesting in
long hollow logs. As soon as
young are hatched, they never
return.

Guidebook

Concluding talks by con-
servationists, teachers exam-
ined supplies given to them for
instruction.

The guidebook introduces
pupils also to conservation
practices, geology, history and
water resources in county.

Some 21 farms are listed in
publication as examples of var-
ious soils, methods of con-
servation and water manage-
ment, in addition to farms
where wildlife habitats are
managed.

Iowa county lake and associ-
ated watershed was establish-
ed to provide recreation facil-
ities for fishing, boating, camp-
ing and picnicking. SCS has
been helpful in application of
conservation practices in the
area because of a special pro-
ject under ASCS committee in
forming a watershed. Farm-
ers within watershed were of-
fered 80 percent federal cost-
share for conservation prac-
tices under. Agricultural Con-

servation and Rural Environ-'
mental assistance programs. ,

A section of the guidebook
refers to several ethnic groups,
which in the past somewhat
isolated within their respect-
ive areas. Amana Society,
founded in Europe by German
Inspirationists as a purely
communistic society, began a
new colony in Iowa early in
1854 in founding seven vil-
lages. Until 1932, members
lived under a religious form of
communism. That year, a cor-
poration was formed and grad-
ually the Society has pros-
pered in a competitive world.

Languages and customs of
those in Menronite faith,
Greene township, are noted in
the book and Church of the New
Jerusalem. Notations are in-
cluded of the eight towns with-
in the county also.

Credits

Mary Welsh, Williamsburg
elementary school principal,
and member of soil conserva-
tion education committee, was
instrumental in compiling
book. Material was also sup-
plied by Gary Drefke, Luth-
eran Interparish school, book °
chairman; Mrs. Roger (Cor-
rine) Tandy, Williamsburg,
Deep River-Millersburg
elementary school principal;
and Dwight Dial, formerly
with Iowa Valley school dis-
trict. ,

Book credits also include this
list, Leigh, Miller. Ted Ress-
ler. an Iowa county historian,
Williamsburg: George Hall-
berg, Marengo, Iowa Geolog-
ical survey: Richard Warden-
burg, Williamsburg, city man-

ager: and Otto Maas, Ma-
rengo. mayor. _
Teachers were released

from their respective school
district workshops to attend
the outdgor course.

CONSERVATION ISMUTUALINTEREST — During a
break at Aug. 22 Iowa county outdoor education train-
ing session for teachers, Duane Miller, county con-
servationist, Williamsburg; Bob Kurt, Toledo, wildlife
hiologist. and Ralph Leigh, conservation officer for
Iowa and Benton counties, Marengo, conferred on sub-
ject. - Photo by Doris McCartney.
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Tree, Wildlife
Information
Meeting Set

information will be available
for any persofi considering or
concerned about planting trees
and shrubs for either forestry
or wildlife purposes. Tree.
order forms from the state for-

and grass control
recommendations. and
suggestions for® planting
i:rrungcmcm to benefit wild-
ife.
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dowa CounTy

©
A / : P R E
Kdvertisenr /= -75

SPEECH CONTEST

Land Use Policy — Insurance for Mankind will be
the topic for the 1975 Soil Conservation Speech
Contest to be sponsored by the lowa County Soil
Conservation District and Patrons Mutual Insurance

s i e Ly Homeowners.  farmers. Company. The contest is open to all junior high
An open meeting for persons Assisluhch will be ‘gi‘\'c(ril ltn {),l\l::.umEE:wl:\ndga-'::;?m&: and senior high school students in the cou nty.
interested in renewable filling out order form. Price for AoceRiies T ; Trophies and prizes of $15 10 5 will be

natural resources will be held other ageneies. as. G, P p $ : $ ;. $

in the Williamsburg ASCS
office Jan. 23, from9: 30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Information will be
available from Duane Miller,
district conservationist - U.S.
Soil Conservation Service, Bob
Kurtt, ‘wildlife biologist, and
Bob Hibbs, district forester -

1975 nursery stock is $20 to $25
per 1,000 plants. plus shipping
and tax. For persons desiring
larger nursery stock not avail-
able from the state nursery.
there will be private nursery
catalogs available, :

There will be slides on dis-
play with recommendations

ceunty government represen-
tatives are welcome. Per-
sonnel attending will discuss
any aspect of their conserva-
tion jobs: soil erosion and
water control. wildlife habi-
tat. hunting seasons, and
limits. city tree replacement,

awarded for first, second, and third places respect-
ively in the local contest. Each participant not
placing will receive $2. The winner in the local
contest will advance to the regional competition
which will be held in June or July. Regional con-
test prizes will consist of $30, $20, and $15 for

: . . 4 ) Christmas trec or walnut first, second, and third places. A new regional

ITowa Conservation for correct soil and species antings. w: o : ; ¢ i

C()ml_nission. selection, planting methods. }:Zz?lllgisd“\:‘:lsrzulm:l;:ltu;“ l(?l: award of $10 has been added this year — The
Printed layout and technique, weed bl

material and Merit Award. One Merit Award recipient per region

: may be selected at the discretion of the judges. An
eligible recipient is limited to an outstanding con-
testant who has not entered the tenth grade by the
time of the regional contest. The state contest will
be held in September 1975 at the Annual Confer-
ence for Soil Conservation District Commissioners
in Des Moines, lowa. The first place winner in the
state contest will receive a $300 college scholarship
and $110 in cash. The second and third place
awards in the state contest will consist of $85 and
$60 respectively. The regional and state levels of
the contest are co-sponsored by the Ladies Aux-
iliary of the lowa Association of Soil Conservation
District Commissioners and the Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company, Grinnell, lowa. Any inter-
ested in entering the 1975 Soil Conservation Speech
Contest should contact the lowa County Soil Con:
servation District, Box 210, Williamsburg, lowa
(phone 668-2359) before April 30, 1975. Contest
rules and information on the topic is also available
at that office. All youth are encouraged to enter.

any other problem which may
¢ oceur,

/?M».ul (Jp‘Mcl.J I-33-75

Select Subject For Sonl :
Conservation Speech Gontest

the Iowa County Soil Con-
servation district and Patrons
Mutual Inspraﬂcg, company.
Contest is open to.all junior
high and senior lnghschool stu-
dents in the couﬂ(y Sy

Trophies and' prizes of $15,
$10 and $5 will be awarded. for
first, second and third places
respectively in the local con-
test. Each participant not plac-
ing will receive $2.

Winner in the local contest
will advance to the regional
competition in June or July.
Regional contest prizes will
consist of $30, $20 and $15 for
first, second and third places.

A new regional award of $10
has been added this year - the

merit award. One merit award 5 {\ .p. PP
recipient per region may be (/ - “‘““’L “u X,

selected at the discretion of I L . 1 -t
judges. An eligible recipient is ; 7 - :
limited to an outstanding con-
testant who has not entered the
tenth grade by the time of re-
gional contest.

State contest will be held in
September at the annual con-
ference for Soil Conservation
district commissioners in Des
Moines. First place winner in
state contest will receive a $300
college scholarship and $110 in
cash. Second and third
place awards in the state con-
test will consist of $85 and $60
respectively.

Regional and state levels of
the contest are co-sponsored by
ladies auxiliary of the lowaAs-
soeiation of Soil Conservation
district commissioners and the
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
company, Grinnell.

Any interested in entering
the 1975 Soil Conservation
speech contest should contact
the Iowa County Soil Con-
servation district, box 210, Wil-
liamsburg, phone 668-2359 be-
fore Apr. 30. Contest rules and .
information on topic are also .
available at office. All youth
are encouraged to enter.

Land Use Policy - Insurance
for Mankind will be the topic
for the 1975 soil conservation
speech contest sponsored by
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FORESTRY AND TREE PLANTING CLINIC

The annual lowa County Forestry and Tree Planting Clinic was at-
tended by twenty lowa County landowners and operators. Interest
was high on wildlife plantings. Questions were answered on various
planting and disease problems by Robert Kurtt, Area Wildlife Biolo-
gist and Robert Hibbs, District Forester. Both are with the lowa State
Conservation Commission.

The specialists present assisted landowners in completing order forms
for seedling trees from the state nursery. Many of the trees and shrubs
will be planted around farm ponds constructed in the past year with
the assistance of the Soil Conservation Service and ASCS. Also dis-
cussed was stocking of these ponds by the State Conservation Com-
‘mission.

Of the tree and shrubs offered, the pines and oaks were most popular
trees and honeysuckle and autumn olive were popular shrubs. All make
excellent wildlife plantings.

The Amana Society also buys a large number of trees yearly for for- -
estry production. Walnut seedlings are usually chosen.

Landowners are encouraged to use this course of inexpensive trees for
wildlife and woodland plantings. Those interested should contact local
ASCS or Soil Conservation Service offices.

- - -
jr30-73

TWENTY ATTEND CLINIC — Towa co,
forestry and tree planting clinic held Thurs-
day was ‘‘well attended” according to

noted pines and oaks were most popular
trees ordered, while honeysuckle and aut-
umn olive were most requested shrubs. Mil-
ler noted anyone interested in procuring
trees and shrubs for wildlife plantings
should contact local ASCS or Soil Con-
servation service offices. Pictured left to
right-are Kurtt, Mlller and Hibbs. — Photo
by lkh :

g Duane Miller, district conservationist.

, About twenty people discussed planting and
disease problems with Robert Kurtt, area

wildlife biologist, and Robert Hibbs, dis-

trict forester. Specialists assisted land-

owners in completing forms for seedling

trees and shrubs from state nursery. Miller
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SCS WillMove
Offices In
Williamsburg

Asof Mar. 1, the Towa county
soil conservation district and
thg soil conservation service
w1.ll move to 600 Court street
Williamsburg. ;

Office is now located at 409
Court street, Williamsburg.
New location is one block south
of present location and across
street west of post office, )

Soil conservation district

invites people to stop and see
new facilities.

lowa County Soil Conservation District and the

\-;‘G;,‘;‘.»'-.-.'_ aaa..z;. dafl w ,",Z,q;_/,ﬁ

As of March 1 — The

Spil Conservation Service
will have a new. home ....-
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1974 Loss Highest In 25 Years--

The office is now located at — —

409 Court Street, Williamsburg.

The new location will be

600 Court ‘Street, Williamsburg,

This is one block south of the present location
and across the street west of the Post Office.

The lowa County Soil Conservation District cor-

dially invites you to stop in and see our new
facilities.

Soil Erosion Potential Is Hig_h

' With Planting Indications

Farmer intentions for plant-
ing a record acreage of corn
and soybeans this year has
brought warnings [rom soil
conservationists that in-
creased acreage makes an-
other potentially dangerous
year for soil erosion says
Duane Miller, district soil con-
servationist.

Erosion in Iowa county was

the worst in 25 years with soil
losses reaching as high as 200
tons per acre Miller continues.
Potential is there this vear un-
less necessary precautions are
taken he points out.

Trend to intensive row crop
has steadily increased erosion
possibilities in recent years. In
Iowa corn and soybean acre-
age planting intentions for this
year are 20.4 million acres, a

Yo Uoendy Gliciliary

/

The lowa County Soil Conservation District is
celebrating its thirtieth anniversary this year. We
believe that this District has accomplished some
very worthwhile and lasting things for our comm-—
unity. You and hundreds of others have been
helped with soil conservation work and in the past
few years with programs for total resource develop-
ment.

You have elected us to manage the lowa County
Soil Conservation District. This is a big job. It
takes a great deal of time and energy to attend all
of the necessary board meetings and to do the
many jobs listed in our plan of work. We are happy
to do this, because we can see that the conservation
of our natural resources is making our community
a better place in which to live and work.

Soil and Water Conservation Districts have no
taxing or bonding authority, which creates a problem
We are sure you are aware that the work of the
commissioners is all volunteer. We need money for
publicity materials, office supplies, speech, art, and
soil judging awards, scholarships to conservation
workships and classes, educational booklets, soil
stewardship week, and many others.

In the past the commissionérs have visited the
various businesses in each area of the county and
sold advertising for the Annual Report in order to
raise the money necessary to meet our expenses |
This year we have decided to ask you and others to
help with defraying the cost of running your Soil
and Water Conservation District by making a
contribution.

‘Many of you landowners and operators and bus-
inessmen will be receiving letters in the mail this
week requesting donations to the lowa county
Soil Conservation District. We urge you to read
these letters and carefully consider what the lowa
County Soil Conservation District has done for you
and lowa County . |f you feel that the district has
been of value to you in any way, whatever amount
you can give will be more than welcome. Make you
your check payable to the lowa County Soil Conser-
vacation District, P.O. Box 210, Williamsburg, lowa
52361, or bring it into the office at 600 Court
Street. : ;

May we be thankful for the good soil we have In
lowa County which, is so basic for our food and
fiber and for the good life we all enjoy. _Your con-
tribution and support of this program will be sin-
cerely appreciated. All contributions are tax

deductible.

A _
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Conservation Camp Teachers
Scholarships Are Available

Iowa county soil conserva-
tion district will again be pro-
viding scholarships to Iowa
teachers conservation camps.

First camp will be held in Ce-
dar Rapids June 16-July 3.
Second will be July 7-25 at Fort
Dodge. Camps are for elemen-
tary and secondary teachers,
are three weeks long, and the
participant earns three hours
credit.

First week will cover ecolog-

and legal aspects of environ-
mental quality, environmen-
tal education curricula, and de-
veloping projects and pro-
grams for participants school.
Scholarship  provided by
Iowa county soil conservati
district will consist of $100 to b
divided equally among teach-
ers attending from Iowa coun-
ty. A maximum of $350 per

ical principles, natural history

of local plants, birds and mam-
mals, mineral and soil re-
sources, and mans depend-
ence on his environment.
Second week will cover en-
vironmental management in-
cluding biological and phy-
sical resources,

outdoor |

laboratories and nature trails,

teaching on the school grounds,
and socia-economic factors of
resources management.
Third week will discuss rural
and urban land use, political

1.4 percent increase over last
year. It’s a 33 percent increase
in these row crops from ten
years ago Miller points out.

Last year's wet spring and
drought in summer caused a
shortage of forage. and many
took corn stalks off their fields
for winter feed. This opens up
even more chance for severe
wind and water erosion on
these fields.

Most conservation prac-
tices, terraces, ponds, wind-
breaks and others, take time to
become established. One prac-
tice. conservation tillage,

' takes effect immediately and

can be practiced this spring.
Leaving the plow in storage
and using a disc, chisel or other
machine to prepare land for
planting is the first step.

These operations help to
leave crop residue on the
ground to protect against ero-
sion. They also give immed-
iate soil protection and give

‘landowner tifne to plan and in-

stall needed permanent ter-
races, ponds, etc. for adequate
erosion control.

Land owners are cautioned
that even these limited field
operations can be overdone.
Too many trips with a chisel or
disc can cover residue, and:
that defeats their purpose.
True test is whether enough
residue is left on the soil sur-

. face. Generally, 3,000 to 4,000

pounds of residue per acre left
on top of the soil reduces ero-.
sion by half Miller pointed out.
Recommendations on how to
produce mdre on intensive row
crop while protecting soil may
be obtained from Soil Con-
servation district office at 600
Court street, Williamsburg.

)
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DISPLAY WINNING POSTERS — Barbara Ballard, left, and
Becky Witte, right, competed in elementary division of Iowa
county soil conservation service art contest, Friday evening in
Williamsburg city hall, and won second and third place. First
place winner, not pictured, was Denise Joseph. Photo: LH

\

June 13 Is Last
Day For Sign-up

June 13 is last day for land-
owners to sign up for long term

| conservation cost-sharing pro-

gram,

A long term agreement is a
contract between l&ndowner
and government. Inthis con-
tract, landowner agrees to ade-
quately treat his whole farm
with needed . conservation
practices according to his
particular farming program.

Government in turn
guarantees 50 per cent cost-
sharing for permanent
practices for life of contract.

This arrangement not only
guarantees funds but also
helps landowner in planning
his long-range conservation
program,

Those interested in Iowa
county program should sign up
at ASCS office in Williams-
burg by June-13.

For further information on
program contact ASCS office

‘or Soil Conservation Service
office. '
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June 13 IsTast
Day For Sign- -up

June 13 is last day for land-
owners to sign up for long term
conservation cost-sharing pro-
gram.

A long term agreement is a
contract between landowner
and government. In this con-
tract, landowner agrees to ade-
quately treat his whole farm
with needed conservation
practices according to his
pamcular farming program.

Government in turn

guarantees 50 per cent cost-
.sharing for permanent
practices for life of contract.
- This arrangement not only
guarantees ' funds but also
helps landowner in planning
his long-range conservation
program.

Those interested in Iowa
county program should sign up
at ASCS office in Williams-
burg by June 13.

For further information on
program contact ASCS office
or Soil Conservation Service
offiees b 1 i s
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TOP ARTISTS CITED — Art work by Connie Driscoll. left. and
Kim Armstrong. right. Williamsburg. earned first and third
place respectively, in annual Iowa county soil conservation
service art contest Friday evening in Williamsburg city hall
Miss Driscoll's entry depicts soil stewardship. old bunldlngs
and preservation of wildlife. Miss Armstrong's exhibit is of
wildlife on a waterway. Trophies were pwsemed by Keith
Enochson. county SCS board. Photo LH '

and Ellen Evans. third. Artists depicted
phases of soil stewardship. Speech contest,
in conjunction ‘with event. was cancelled
when contestants failed to appear. Artists
received trophies. Photo: LH

NAMED JUNIOR HIGH ARTISTS — Win-
ners in Iowa County soil conservation ser-
vice art contest, Friday evening, wergthis

Darrell
second:

Williamsburg artists,
Sherry Becker,

trio of
Schwarting, first;
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Miller Leaving Localm

SCS Office June 23

planning and
conservation
ment.

978

on resource
and develop-

Duane Miller, who has been
district conservation officer

DISCUSS CONSERVATION — Fred White,
Parnell, chairman of Iowa county soil con-
servation service, back to camera, and Cris

Evans, Williamsburg, dlSCUSS conserva-

\Vﬂ B (\'Wv J,, (Ld w,’r,[L oy

for this area for two years, will
assume duties of agricultural
economist with state
conservation commission June
23]

Miller, whose office will be in
Des Moines, will cover entire
state working on watershed

New conservation officer for
this district will be Harry
Bryant. He has been district
conservation officer in Wapeéllo
and will take over in Williams-
burg July 21. )

Miller and his famlly will be
moving June 23.

P14-75

.

tion following judging of art entries in con-
test sponsored by SCS: Sherry Becker, Wil-
liamsburg, studies winning paintings. -
Photo by DMC

IOWA COUNTY ADVERTISER Wllhamsburg lowa Thursday, 14 1975 . oy

An outdoor teacher’s conservation workshop on ap-
preciating our environment will be held Wednesday,
August 20, 1975 at Lake lowa. All teachers in lowa
County are invited to attend. Fourth, fifth, sixth and
special educatlon teachers are especially urged to at-

tend.

~Any teacher mterested in attending the workshop
should contact their principal or superintendent, so
reservations can be made by August 15. wr

The workshop is sponsored by the lowa County !
Soil Conservation District Education Council.

Sylvan Runkel will instruct the workshop on na-
tive plants and how they effect our environment. Mr.
Runkel is currently composmg a book on native
plants and flowers using colored pictures and making
interesting comments about each plant.

[ ) { . it 2
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Bryant Named District
Conservationist

Harry Bryant has been
named district conservationist
for Iowa county by Keith
Glandon, area conservationist,
for' the Soil Conservation
Service. Bryant replaces
Duane Miller who accepted an
appointment in Des Moines
last month.

Bryant has been district
conservationist at Wapello
since 1971. He started working
for Soil Conservation Service
in 1962 at Corydon and was a

§

soil conservation technician in |
Burlington from 1966 to 1971.

While at Burlington he
picked up additional college
credit from Western Illinois
university and received a B. S.
degreeinagronomy from there
in 1971.

Bryant has always been
active in farming, having
owned and operated farms in

Wright, Wayne, Des Moines, |

and Louisa counties.
Mrs. Bryant is a home

economist and has taught in |

Corydon, Danville,

and

Morning Sun schools. Because |
of Mr. Bryant’s transfer she is |

now unemployed.

The Bryants have five
children. Dean is enrolled at
Western Illinois university,
Bruce is enrolled at Iowa State
university, Beth will be a
senior, Blair a sophomore, and
Steve a freshman in high
school.

The Bryants will be movmg
to Williamsburg area as soon
as suitable housing can be
found.
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1974 lowa County Soil

Conservation Annual Report

On behalf of all the soil commissioners of lowa County | thank each and every cooperator and business that

has contributed to our budget.

Now we can carry out our plan of soil and water Conservation education to the people of lowa County for

another year.

ART CONTEST

The annual Soil Conservation Art

Contest was judged in May. Winn-
ers in the Elementary Division,

front row, were left to right:
Darrell Schwarting, Williamsburg
Elementary and Lois Schlesselman
and Becky Witte of Lutheran In-
terparish School. Winners in the
high school division: back row,
were: Debbie Van Hamme, HLV;

Kim Armstrong and Debbie Muh-
lenbruck, both of Williamsburg.

SPEECH CONTEST

Dean Dickel of lowa Valley re-
ceives first place in the District
Speech Contest from Keith Enoch-
son. Second place went to Randy
Jones, center, and third went to
Dwight Maas.

REGISTER & TRI-
BUNE CONTEST

Four farmers were honored at the
annual district awards banquet.
Mr. & Mrs. Cris (Allyn) Evans,
left, were named as top in the
owner-operator division. * Leo
(Curly) Driscoll was sighted in the
landlord-tenant division. The farm
is operated by Leighton Jones
shown with his wife and Richard
« Schaeffer (not pictured). Sixth
* grade teacher at Williamsburg,
M Mrs. Robert Golden, was cited as
jowa County's outstanding conservation téacher.

SOIL JUDGING CONTEST

For the first time, the lowa County Soil Conservation District along
with Johnson and Washington Counties sponsored a soil judging con-
test. A total of eight three man teams participated in the contest.
Williamsburg took top honors with Mid Prairie taking second and
Lone Tree was third as a team.

The contest required the students to judge three soil pits for such
characteristics as slope, soil texture,soil depth, soil capability classi-
fication, soil limitations, and suitability for row crops.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

The first annual lowa County Teachers Conservation Workshop was
attended by 24 lowa County teachers. The purpose of the workshop
is to give teachers a yearly refresher on our natural resources and
their conservation. Wildlife biology was the topic of this years work-

Fred White, Chairman

shop. It is planned that the workshop will be held each year

The education committee completed field work and published the
lowa County Field Trip Guidebook in August. The purpose of the
book is to serve as a guide for teachers and other leaders in conduct-
ing tours and field trips. i

i

IOWA COUNTY
SCD COMMISSIONERS

Seated left to right:” Keith Enoch-
son, Fred White, Chairman, and
Vernon Sandersfeld. Standing
left to right: - Larry Beyer, Dick
Mouchka, and David McCartney.

OFFICE STAFF

Seated left to right: Millen
Sandersfeld, Conservation Aid,
Clem McBride, Technician, and
Duane Miller, District Conserva-
tionist. Standing is Lennis Doehr-
man, Clerke

1974 DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

JANUARY * Larry Beyer, Fred White, and Duane Miller attend-
ed the Short Course held in Ames,January 15 & 16.

* Soil Stewardship material was ordered.
The first letter of complaint was raceived by the

district.
* The commissioners held their regular meeting Jan-
uary 26.
FEBRUARY State Dues were paid.
The commissioners held their regular meeting Feb-
ruary 26.
MARCH * Regional Meeting was held March 15 at Middle

America Restaurant.

* The annual Contractor’s Meeting was held March 1
in the ASCS office.
Annual Reports were mailed.
The commissioners held their regular meeting
March 19.



Con't from front page

APRIL * ; G :
'{';19 commissioners held their regular meeting Apnl Batic Bonservs thn Plans Revised for 1974
MAY © * The annual Soil Conservation Speech and Art Contest lla Morse Marian Marine John Maxey
was held May 10 in the Williamsburg City Hall, Win-  Dan Miller Carl Schumacher
ners in the Speech Contest were Dean Dickel, first, TOTAL ACRES: 1,508 Acres
Randy Jones, second, Dwight Maas, third. Winners - /
in the Art Contest were; Senior Division - Debbie Van New District Cooperators for 1974
Hamme, first; Kim Armstrong, second; Debbie Muh- i F ) :
lenbruck, third. Elementary Division - Darrell Schwar- F:ast%r Getﬁr Larry “{etjm Rl_chard -Wells
ting, first; Lois Schlesselman, second; Becky Witte, .°oYd Gro Leo Heller Wiese Misbach
thicd. George J. Hanson Gary Greiner Collins-Finnegan
* The commissioners held their regular meeting May 21. (E)arlrzx :i(;gg: ngurs’tg'tiﬁ#en (l5¥\|/?llc: |;c;?:er
JUNE * The Des Moines Register and Tribune Contest tour John Cunningham Dick Williams, Jr. " Marcus Yoder
was held June 18 with the monthly meeting follow- Mrs. Ira Smith Dean Wade Raymond Ballard
ing supper at the Landmark Restaurant. Robert Jacobs Ralph Huedepohl Bessie Healey
* The Annual Plan of Work for the fiscal year 1975 was Lyle Root Richard Cochran Eugene Kinzenbaw
approved. Robert Crane Elwood Shrock M.G. Heitman
JULY * The annual picnic and monthly meeting was held at  Keith Young Wayne Meade Benny Vercande
Lake fowa July 16 for the commissioners and their ~Glenn Knipfer John Kupka Russell Gorsh
families. Lucille Randolph Eldon Doehrmann James Reitzler
* The lowa County Field Trip Guidebook was complet- Gene Stoltzfus Allan Doehrmann Joseph Halsch
ed. Jerald McCaw Russell Newton Erwin Vogt
* The. Regional Meeting and Speech Contest was held G & M Land Albert Mews Marian Marine
July 24 at the Seven Villages Restaurant. V.R. Points Lawrence Bine N
AUGUST * The first annual lowa County Teachers Conservation TOTAL Acres: 9,983
Workshop was held at Lake lowa August 22.
* David McCartney was re-appointed as assistant com- 3
missioner. I-M Budget
* The commissioners held their regular meeting August 7
&7 Commissioners Expenses $ 288.63
SEPTEMBER * The PL-566 Watershed Tour was held September 4 at gfﬂce Supplies 4_%-(7)8
1:00 p.m. rinting .
* Lennis Doehrmann attended the Annual Commission- Prizes for Contests 145.80
ers and Clerks Conference held in Fort Dodge Septem- %ff";? Egpeneseée 4}3-9‘.?
ber 8, 9, and 10. eeting Expen e
* Two letters of complaint were received by the district. TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-74  $1,474.29
B ghe%)mmissioners held their regular meeting Septem- 11-M Budget
er
OCTOBER  * The first annual Soils Judging Contest was held Octo- $lenc|al $6’6§%§ 12
: ber 9 at the Swift Research Farm. Five schools were Ter::;eriical 804.15
represented from -lowa, Johnson, and Washington h S E0a 48
counties. Randy Jones, Williamsburg was high indiv- TOTAL EXP_ENDED 123174 $7524.48
idual in the contest and the Future Farmers of Ameri- 4 1973-74 1974-75
ca chapter from Williamsburg placed first in team {114 Bodget e
competition. Requested for Terraces $ 7,328.00 $11,289.60
* The annual Awards Banquet was held October 16 at Requested for Diversions 150.00 2,237.50
the Middle America Restaurant. Winners were: Own- Requested for Structures 3,701.25 4,125.75
er-Operator Division, Allyn Evans, Landlord-Tenant Requested for Waterways $ 2618.75 300.00
Division, Leo Dnscoll owner and Leighton Jones- TOTAL REQUESTED 12-31-74 $13,798.00 $17,952.85
Dick Schaeffer operators, and Teacher Division, Mrs. 1 $4.489.91 $ 0
Betty Golden, Williamsburg. - Paid on Completed Terraces & 243.10
* The commissioners held their regular meetlng Octo- Paid on Completed Diversions 1247.05
ber 15. Paid on gomp:eteg ‘?Jructures $2,451.25 1247.
* = Paid on Complete aterways 626.25 ) S
NOVEMBER g:refgc?mmlssnoners held their regular meeting Novem TOTAL EXPENDED 12.31.74  $7.567.41 $ 1.990.15
* The Regional Banquet for the Des Moines Register &
Tribune Contest was held November 21 at the Cap- District Accomphshments
tain’s Table in Washington, lowa it Pt Unit 1974
DECEMBER * Plans for the 1974 Annual Report were started. . k<Ll L,
* Mr. & Mrs. Fred White, Mr. & Mrs. Duane Miller, and
Mr. & Mrs. Clem McBride attended a farewell party (C:ggzgzv? gg:m(ll;gpplng System ﬁg;: ?'ggg
held at the Middle America Restaurant for Lambert ’
E IR AR G M ettt Diversion Terrace Feet 16,910
g £ Tt e ; Ponds Number 16
'tl)':re1c10mm|ssnoners held their regular meeting Decem- grosm(rjlsWControl Structires Xumber 14
& ; : rassed Waterways cre 109.1
:thih:nglajf:\ssdhrrt EN}T:::‘ Party was held December 12 Pasture & Hayland Management Acre 2,126
. Pipeline Feet 3,005
Stripcropping Acre 242
: All Other Types of Terraces Feet 28,950
Basic Conservation Plans for 1974 Tile Feet 431,828
August Steffen Adolph Zuber Lester Fetzer M
George Hansen Marvin Meyer Walter Nodean - :
*Marvin Slaubaugh Larry Yoder Floyd Groff Referrals Serviced Number 141
Larry Wetjen Patrick Hazell Edwin Koehn Plafiina Eracting
James McGrory Norman Axmear Erwin Vogt anmingrrectiges
James Cook Gary Greiner Tom Slaymaker otri
Collin-Finnegan *Gene Stoltzfus *Allan Doehrmann blew, District Oodyeeators Huimbgr 40
L arnbers b s ; ” - Basic Conservation Plans Number 27
Lam ﬁrL hwoo Mamie McCune Larry Quinlan - Revised Conservation Plans Number 5
owell Luhman Mrs. Ira Smith | Group Plans ' - Number 4
TOTAL ACRES: 6,152 Acres *Long Term Agreement Group Inventories & Evaluations Number 4
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Treasure Hunfs In Woodlands And PrairiePreserves

A nature’s treasure hunt was
the theme of a slide lecture de-
livered by Sylvan Runkle, Des
Moines, a retired biologist-bot-
anist and conservationist for
Iowa, at Lake Iowa, Wednes-
day afternoon for 25 Iowa coun-
ty teachers.

Program was planned in co-
operation with Iowa county soil
conservation service by Harry
Bryant, county conservation-
ist, and Mary Welsh, Wil-
liamsburg elementary school
principal.

While a thunder and light-
ning rainstorm dumped more
than two inches of rain into
park during an hour, delaying
start of program, Runkle sug-
gested to teachers to appreci-
ate the environment in which
they live.

The botanist, bearded and
dressed in mountain hiking ap-
parel worn while exploring re-
cently over 137,000 acres on a
boy scout ranch in New Mex-
ico, challanged the instructors
to combine learning with fun in
taking their pupils outdoors to
look for the plants featured in
his lecture.

Solomon’s seal, which
Runkle exhibited, flourishes,
but after frost dies back to
stalk which bears scars. Ac-
cording to a legend, Old King
Solomon is said to have mailed
his letters with seals procured

from'sap of stalks. Sap was .

also used for medicinal pur-
poses on wounds; and was

CO! FWFER ON PLANTS — Harry Bryant, Williamsburg, lowa

served as food, since berries
are edible, Runkle said. He
cautioned teachers not to eat
too many because side effects
may be suffered.

Covered State

In the 150 slides shown to
teachers, Runkle said he had
covered the state in his photo-
graphy explorations to west-
ern Iowa hills, Ledges state
park, Fort Dodge areas and
Williams park, east of ecunty
line.

He cited poison hemlm k,
found in recent years on a 20
acre site near Iowa City, as a
plant which is also often tend-
ed by flower growers.

‘‘Its beauty is deceptive An
cient Greeks made a tea from
the seeds of poison hemliock ™
he said, ‘‘to brew for‘their polit-
ical prisoners. The brew quick-
ly kills, damaging the respira
tory 'system, by causing
paralysis. It is a weed which
grows inamoist damp soil,"” he
explained.

Bladden’s star is another
plant he has observed on five
acres at Williams prairie.
Presently, four or five varie-
ties of the plant are blooming.
Indians believed seeds of the
plant, ifeaten, would give them
endurance and so convinced of
its value, they also fed their
horses its seeds.

Prairie turnips, similar to
alfalfa, once were traded by In-
dians with pioneer families
traveling their area for trink-

county conservationist for the soil conservation service and
Sylvan Runkle, a retired biologist and botanist for state SCS,
conferred on woodland plants during session attended. by 95

county teachers Aug. 20 at Lake Iowa.

N

EXHIBITS SOLOMON’S
SEAL — lowa county teachers
were introduced to state's
woodlands and prairie plants
and weeds during an after-
noon outdoor education work-
shop at Lake Iowa, Aug. 20
Solomon’s Seal was described
by Sylvan Runkle, a retired
biologist and botanist.

ets. Since pioneers were con-
cerned when food stores were
low, they welcomed opportun-
ity to secure the turnip bulbs.
But the Indians were shrewd,
never revealing the travelers
were moving over the plants
and could have dug their own
turnip bulbs.

Squawsdug the bulbs also for
grinding pulp, then into
making cakes which were
roasted in fires.

Lewis and Clark expedition
also secured prairie turnips for
their vegetable supply.

Indian Lore

Rattlesnake master or
ground plum is found.in short
grass on dry ridges or on old
pastures. Indians found this
plant was quite nourishing
Runkle says.

Ground nut was introduced
to the Pilgrim fathers by the In-
dians. Runkle continued, *If
the potato had not been found
and developed, ground nut
might have become Amer-
ica’s staple food. The plant
thrives near Des Moines.”

Skunk cabbage found near
the Cedar river in Cedar l.?ap—
ids area, grows in wet woods.
While blood root, which is a

Photo-Feature

By
Doris McCartney

spring flower, is poisonous, it
may be used as a drug like mor-
phine. Indians called this plant
‘‘pain ease’’. They knew how to
prepare its roots for medicine.

Plants in state abound with
historical significance Runkle
admits. He mentions yucca, a
soap weed, used by the pio-
neers for making soap. The
plant was valuable also to the

Indians, who gathered yucca

for its heavy sword leaves, util-
izing rough fiberous leaves'to
weave mats, clothing and rope.

Dogwood is both beautiful
and nutritious for pheasants
which feast on this plant the
botanist says. Five varieties
are found in Iowa. Silky dog-
wood is said to have been
chewed by Civil war soldiers
stricken with maleria, after be-
ing bitten by mosquitoes, for
relief from pain.

. Livestock Poison

“White snake root, bloom-
ing late thjs month, has a poi-
sonous sap,’’ he mentions. “If a
cow eats this' plant, it can be
poisoned. Pioneer families
sometimes suffered from milk
sickness caused by cows graz-
ing the weed. Effects of plant
are harmful to the cow, and it is

.absorbed in their milk.

‘“Abe Lincoln’s mother is
said to have died as the result

of their cows eating from this

plant,” he said.

Wood entwined with poison
ivy should not be brought in the
house for burning in fireplaces
he cautioned. An oil fume,
which causes a deathly respir-
atory affliction, drifts from the
flames of this fallen wood.

Jewel wood or ‘‘touch-me-
not’’ is a neutralizing effect for
poison ivy. If one washe§ with
this plant within 30 minutes
after encountering poison ivy,
this treatment is effective,
Runkle continued. The plant is
processed and bottled for sale
in the eastern states.

He noted also, one may not be
affected for years by poison ivy
but then suffer a severe attack
after walking through the
weed. 4

Wild quine is a medicinal
plant, while water hemlock
which looks like small par-
snips is ponsonous When plant
seeds are the size of pea, it ean
kill a person and at the size of a
walnut will kill a cow. Beavers

often die from feastmg on this
plant he explained.

Pioneers were once guided
on the trail by observing stems
of compass point, which point
north and south. The weed has
also been called a poor boy’s
chewing gum, since its sap is
sticky.

Poisonous plants, if con-
sumed are Dutchmen’s
Britches and Jerusalem cher-
ries and a swamp milk weed.

Crazy Weed

In western part of state and
around Lake Okoboji, Runkle
has discovered Lambert crazy
weed, which is purple, but is
harmful to horses and cattle.
“‘Actually, livestock can get
hooked on this plant,”’ Runkle
declares. ‘‘Animals may have
their judgment impaired when
eating the weed.”’

“Farmers should remove
livestock where the plant is
found and wait until the weed
dies before pasturing area,”” he
suggests.

In contrast, pnokly pearcac-
tus is good to eat if one can
pluck the fruit. Along sandy
ridge tops of western part of
state, the plant is found. Pio-
neers once gathered crinkle
root or rosy twisting stalk in
norttern Iowa for a con-
dirmsnt.

Wild black cherry or choke
cherry is both edible and poi-

" sonous, since the berries can be

preserved but leaves of the
plant aredeadly to humans and
livestock he cautioned.

‘““The woodlands’ best
friends are the squirrels,”
Runkle contends. ‘‘Squirrels
keep changing the woods and
should be protected and not
killed. Deers are wopds brow-
sers, preferring to eat leaves
and twigs.

With a twinkle, Runkle re-
lates the time he prepared a
dish for a potluck supper where
he was a guest speaker for a
women’s club. Runkle collect-
ed broadleaf milk weed, which
may be harvested -from one to
18 inches in height. Cooked un-
til tender, the plant tastes like
asparagus and is nutritious
when mixed with a cream
sauce.

When he reyealed ingred-
‘ients had been collected while
ona fieldtrip, the dinner guests
reacted with dismay.

““There is a lot of enjoyment
in eating unusual foods found in
the outdoors, but be sure you
have studied and chosen cor-
rect plants,”' Runkle con-

"eluded,

N

met with the speaker for an outdoor educa-
tion workshop Wednesday, Aug. 20 at Lake
Iowa. Runkle, an outdoors enthusiast, ap-
peared in hiking garb and wore his camp-
ing bowl-cup hooked to his belt.

DISCOVERS WILDLIFE — Sylvan Runkle,
a retired biologist and botanist, who once
served as a conservationist for Iowa, told
Chuck Krueger, Amana high school teach-
er, where some unusual woods and prairie
specimens are found when county teachers

nesday, Aug. 20, at Lake Iowa. Group in-
cludes Betty Golden, Marcia Wehner and
Barbara Reynold, elementary teachers.
Far right, back to camera, is Laurine Ham-
mes, English Valley’s instructor.

FOCUS ON OUTDOORS — A trio of Wil-
liamsburg teachers discussed plans for trip
for their pupils after heawring Sylvan
Runkle, a retired biologist and botanist
speak on ‘‘Nature’s Treasure Hunt'’, Wed-




AMINE MATERIAL — Mrs. Vern (Lennis) Doehrmann, nold and Rhonda Hall (hidden) ; Marcia Wehner, partially hid-
iamsburg, distributed materials to Iowa county teachers den, all fifth grade; Debbie Bott and Betty Golden, both sixth
attended outdoor education workshop at Lake Iowa, Wed- grade, and Mary Welsh, principal, all Williamsburg.

‘Lla.v afternoon. Pictured, left to right, are Barbara Rey-
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Plan Workshops
For Conservation:
Education

Iowa teachers interested in
natural resources will receive
training in conservation and
environmental education in a
series of October workshops.

About, 400 teachers are ex-
pected at three workshops, re-
ports Duane Toomsen, Des
Moines, chairman of the{Iowa
conservation education coun-
cil, prime sponsor

First workshop will be held
at Camp EWALU Strawberry
Point, Oct. 3-4 primarily for
teachers in northeast Iowa.
Teachers in central Iowa will
attend the workshop at the
state 4-H camp near Luther,
Oct. 10-11.

‘Both elementary and secon-
ddry teachers will participate
in environmental education
discussions and field trips as
part of the program said Toom-
sen, who also is environmental
education consultant for the
Iowa department of public in-
struction.

Nearly two-thirds of the Iowa
counties have organized 'con-
servation education commit-
tees. County conservation
boards have established out-
door classroom facilities.
Many schools are organizing
outdor laboratories on school
grounds to make daily tea-
ching of conservation possi-
ble.

Towa teachers conservation
camp held each summer by the
University of Northern-Iowa is
another activity,
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Set For September
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Soil and water conservation
week in Iowa will be Sept. 7-13,
according to Min Amemiya,
extension agronomist®at Iowa
State University.

He suggests orderly develop-
ment and wise use of land and
water resources. “They are es-

ial to maintain and en-

ural and urban stan-
iving and to maintain
guate food supply,” he

Di ng the last two years
Iowahas experienced its great-
est sgl erosion in 25 years,
Amemiya said.- Soil and
weather conditions were ideal
for this to happen. He said
more people are now aware of
damages resulting from im-
proper land use practices.

Seil erosion prevention con-
tinues tobe an important task
of farm operators and
Amemiya encourages farmers
toselectland use pramges that
reduce soil and water move-.
ment. On row crop lan,d he
advocates such practlces gsp
contour farming, strip crop-
ping, grassed waterways,

servation tillage systems that
leave soil surfaces rough and
protected with plant residues.

On sloping land considered,
too steep for continuous row
crops, the agronomist encour-
ages crop rotations or conver-
sion to permanent grass or
grass-legume cover.

Soil movement by wind also
can be a problem, especially on
flat land.Amemiya suggests
cropping and tillage systefns
that leave the surface rough
and protected with a muleh of
plant residde to reduce soil
movement by wind.

Soil erosion by water and
wind can also occuron land dis-
turbed .for non-agricultural
uses. The same principles for

. ‘eontrolling erosion on Farm-

land also in such
instances.

“If Iowa is to maintain its
agricultural heritage and
leadership, it can do so only by
protecting its most valuable re-
source, the soil, from u

sary degradation and los|

apply

must
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Soil & Water
Conservation

WEEK

September
7-13,1975

CONSERVE
YOUR SOIL

G T THE MOST
FROM YOUR
ACREAGE

diversions, terraces, and con- €ndeaver,” Amemiya said.
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SAVING OUR SOIL
Editorial by Fred White, lowa SCD Chairman

No one will argue the fact that we need to do more to save
our high-producing lowa soil. Being against = soil
conservation is being against clean water , plentiful food
supplies, a beautiful countryside, and other benefits of
keeping sail in place.

But there's a difference between agreeing that we need to
save our soil and taking steps to make sure that we actu-
ally do. The record in lowa (Soil Conservation Service
figures) shows we have a corps of conservation landowners
who have made sngnlflcant gains in protecting their land,
‘but it also shows we've a long way to go.

“THE FRIENDLY BANK"

A FULL

On the average, lowa farmers are losing 2 bushels of topsoil
on unprotected sloping land for every bushel corn they SERVl(E
produce. That's 230 bushel of soil per acre each year, or BANK

about 1/12 inch of'topsoil. We have about 6-8 inches left
from an original 12-14 inches of topsoil on these slopﬁ'ig
lands. At present rates, then, in 100 years the topsoil could
be gone. 5
With increases in row crop averages, progress has been slaw
in protecting our Iand against erosion. Only a little more
than a third of lowa's land has been protected in the 40
years since the soil conservatlon movement began after dust
storms in the mid-1930's
The point is, we need to get conservation practices on the
land at a much faster pace than we have in the past. We
need that extra nudge to turn the 'talkers' into  the
doers :
The ''doers'' should be each of us, for we all have a stake in
keeping our land productive and in keeping sediment out
of our streams and lakes. Conservation practices help the
landowner, but they also benefit evéry one of us that depend
on the land. We should all expect to pay our fair share.

S

iach depositor insured to $40,000

| @M@Jm 52361

PHONE 319/668-1010

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION
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Have Made Substantial Progress ——

Savmg lowa Soil Is

’I'

)

. Numerous terraces, ponds,
and protective grass water-
ways have been built in Iowa
along with millions of acres of
cropland protected against soil

rosion with crop residues. Yet
e job of saving Iowa’s soil is
less than half done.

“More than 100,000 Iowa
landowners are cooperating
with local soil conservation
districts to protect soil on their
farms,” says William Brune,
state conservationist for U. S.
Soil Conservation Service
(SCS). They’ve made
substantial progress, but job of
soil conservation is so vast bulk
of work is ahead.”

Iowa county district soil
conservationist Harry Bryant
said 1,075 Iowa county farmers
are co-operating with soil
conservation district. He
added there are about 1,400

- farmers in county.

‘““One fact that makes
progress look slowin Iowaisin-
crease in row crop acreage.
Land that was adequately pro-
tected with rotations 10 or 15
years ago is subject to severe
erosion when it’'s continually
cropped,”” Brune said.

SCS figures show that since
1960 more than four and one-
half million acres of land have
been treated forerosion. But in
same time row cropping in-
creased by over five million
acres.

“There will be continued
demand for crop production,

DOEHRMANN BUILDS EROS]ON CONTROL DAM — Allan,

Less Than Half Done |

and that will put more stress on
land,” adds Brune. ‘“‘One of
biggest challenges will be to
protect cropland.”’ X

Brune and Bryant see
conservation tillage, practice
of leaving last year’s” crop
residues on soil surface, as a
major soil saving method This
method alone could control soil
losses on 40 percent of Iowa’s
cropland.

More land could be protected
by using conservation tillage
and terraces together, says
Brune.

His estimates on some maJor
conservation practices needed
in Iowa are:

Terraces - 368,000 miles
needed; 60,000 miles built.

Waterways - 349,000 acres
needed; 200,000 acres built.

Ponds - 92,000 needed; 87 000
built.

Drainage - 360,000 mlles
needed; 260,000 miles built.

Grade stabilization
structures - 47,000 needed;
18,000 built.

Conservation tillage is
practiced on a fourth of Iowa’s
cropland. There is state-wide

potential for ore
conservation tillage, he said.
“We had some serious

erosion in state this year,”
says Brune. Average soil loss
each year on unprotected
sloping land is about 13 tons per
acre. That is about 230-bushels
of soil per acre.”’

Bryant said Iowa county’s

Doehrmann, Williamsburg, gas built an erosion control dam
and a grass waterway on his farm north of Wllhamsburg He
said he was losing too much subsoil through erosion and poted

erosion rate is averaging about
10 ton of top soil per acre.
Those losses are higher than
limits set by soil conservation
districts as part of Iowa soil
conservancy act. Legislation
provides offerders could be
held in contempt of court if
average annual soil losses are
over 3 to 5 tons per acre, and
sediment produced harms
another landowner.
Landowners can receive 75

percent cost-sharing to solve

erosion problems with
he

soil
conservation measures,
noted.

Brune praises those who
voluntarily practice soil
conservation. They have been
foresighted enough to know
everyone must look at long-
term effects of using land, he
added.

Landowners and operations
who plan conservation
practices have financial
assistance programs avail-
able to them.

These programs are state
soil conservation cost share
program and federal
agricultural conservation
program (ACP), according to
William Greiner, director of
Iowa department of soil
conservation.

Eligible
assisted on a
through  soil
districts.

Amount of state cost-share
assistance can be up to 50 per-

recipients are
local basis
conservation

when soil is gone _rhere isnonetoreplace it. Previously, hebuilt
a pond which is located 80 rods north of contml «dam. Doehr-

mann said watershed area which runs into waterway en: i
compasses 170 acres.

cent of actual gt ot]
conservation practice. How-
ever, when an individual must 1
build a conservation structure -
to control sediment under man- 3
date by law, the amount of
assistance can be up to 75 per- E
cent of the cost. !
Only permanent’ soil
conservation practices are
eligible for cost-share
assistance under . Iowa
program, explains Greiner.
Permanent practlces in-
clude terraces, erosion control
structures, grassed water- |
ways and outlets, critical area
planting, diversions, diversion |
dams, field windbreaks and

”‘l’;;’ofvlsgé‘r“ibm e conservation | SANDERSFELDS USE POND FOR CONSERVATION —
o g S ' Millan Sandersfeld, Williamsburg, has added a pond to his sys-

districts are limiting number Wil g : ; ;
tem of terraces to aid in soil conservation. According to Louis

of practices for .which ¢
assistance will be provided. ‘availability of funds and prac-
Also, state funds are not ftices for cost-share program.
available to landowners or @ Harry Bryant, Iowa county
district soil conservationist,

operators unless they are co-
otes many county farmers

operators with soil §
conservation district and have thave made applications for
unds to implement soil

signed an agreement to this !
‘conservations practices; how-

effect. ] i
Several soil conservation [ever, he said demand ‘‘far
districts and .county ASCS fexceeds’’ money available.
committees are reporting a | He said county has received
heavy signup for cost-sharing $26,000 from state and $54,000
assistance, according to from federal government for
Greiner. conservation work. Bryant
Landowners and operators ‘added ‘‘when building a pond
who contemplate building con- ‘costs from $4,000 to $5,000 and
servation structures this year [terracing runs about $100 acre
should contact their local soil {funds allocated don’t go very
conservation district or coun-
ty committee to determine | fBryant said many farmers
i ‘are doing conservation work

Sanfiersfeld, who farms the land, between 60 to 65 acres are
drained into pond.

‘assistance programs because
‘it pays off in the long run.”
- Technical assistance for
] and layout of
‘conservation practices is
‘available through local soil
conservation  districts.
ersonnel are provided by Soil
onservation Service and state
of Towa. \
For landowners and
operators who need assistance
o finance their share of cost of
$Soil conservation - practices,
Greiner suggests that they
contact Farmers Home
Administration or local banks.

" L

necessary conservation work on their
farms in a period up to 10 years. Limit
government will pay is $2,500 a year. Others
with long-term contracts are Lawrence

DIRECTED TOWARD CREEK — Water
gathered by erosion control dam on Allan
Doehrmann’s farm is channeled toward Old
Man’s creek by pipe extending through
dam. Doehrmann is one of five farmers in
county who have signed long-term
contracts with federal government for con-
servation work. They have agreed to do all

Quinlan, Marengo; Helen Donohoe,
Williamsburg; and Marvin Slaubaugh and
Gene Stoltzfus, Wellman.

(
|
\
\
|
|
|
|
|
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RECEIVE AWARDS — Iowa county soil conservation service
Wednesday evening, Oct. 29, cited five for participating in
farm improvements and conservation education at an annual
dinner. Lanny Hartgrave and Mrs. Helen Donohoe, both Wil-

Amana, won the long-time cooperator award. Standing are the
James McGrorys, Ladora, who received the new cooperator
award. Farright is Dan Becker, Williamsburg, who was given
teacher citation. His wife, also a teacher, stands beside him! -

msburg, seated front left to right, were given the tenant-
I; downer citation; while the Clifford Heitshusens, South

Recognition Goes To Five-

Conservation

" Soil conservation citations
were conferred on five Iowa
county residents at an annual
recognition dinner Wednes-
day evening, Oct. 29 in Middle
America restaurant, near Wil-
liamsburg.

Sponsored by the county soil
conservation service, awards
were given by the Iowa county
Farm Bureau. Larry Beyer,
Marengo, chaired the cere-
monies.

The Clifford Heitshusens,
Sodl.h Amana, received the
long time cooperator award for
the most complete conserva-
tion program established this
year.

'l‘he Heitshusens own and

rate 200 acres in Iowa town-

p. They have 170 acres in
crops and 20 acres in pasture.
About 150 acres of the crop land

has been adequately treated
for erosion control.

Strip cropping has been es-
tablished on 100 acres and 4.3
acres are in grassed water-
ways. Crop residue is used to
protect the soil in winter.

Cited for the owner-tenant
program were Mrs. Helen
Donahoe and Lanny Hart-
grave, both Williamshurg.
Hartgrave operates the 282
acre fartm owned by Mrs.
Donahoe, which has been sign-
ed into a long term agreement
with both SCS and the Agricul-
tural Soil Conservation Ser-

vice for conservation im-
provements

Some cres ., of cropland
has been te aced, 1,500 feet of

diversion terraces have been
built, an erosion control struc-
ture has been completed and 20

Photo: Doris McCartney.

AwardsGiven

acres of pastured have beenre-
novated.

Hartgrave farms a total 760
acres and has had 2,000 feet of
ditch filling completed. He
raises 50 head of cattle, 700 to
800 hogs, and produced corn on
186 acres and soybeans on 160
acres this year. His hay and
pasture program is on 130
acres. p

The James McGrorys, La-
dora, won the new cooperator
award for making soil con-
servation improvements in the
past two years. Their 430 acre
farm is in Hartford township,
where they have 400 acres in
crops and 20 acres in pasture.

Some 300 acres of cropland
has been treated for erosion
control, while 11.5acresare es-
tablished in waterways. While
20 acres of cropland has been

{

. 3h

terraced, they sﬁll need
another 44 acres in terraces.
One erosion control structure
has been built. ‘
Assisting with awards pre-J
sentations were Vernon San-|
dersfeld, Fred White and
Richard Mouchka, members of|
county SCS. |
Dan Becker, Williamsburg
sixth grade teacher, won the
teacher conservation award,
for his class projects. Becker
and his wife, Ruth, have
attended two consecutive state
conservation workshops.
Ralph Leigh, Marengo,
game conservationist, pre-
sented a slide program,
“Upper Ipwa River Canoe
Trip”’.
A number’ of local banks par-
ticipated in recognition pro-
gram.

@chu:uab . “,(.'.e_M(ce G

TEAM PARTICIPATED —
Iowa Valley taking part in the soil judging
contest Oct. 8 at the Patterson farm south of
Kalona were front row left to right Randy

Those from Larson, Joar

Bryan Keegan;

mar Shima.

Burg And IV Vo-Ag Teams
Judge Soil Near Kalona .

Soil judging teams from
Williamsburg and Iowa Valley
vocational agriculture classes
participated along with four
other teams in a soil judging
contest south of Kalona Oct. 8.

Contest was held on the
Patteérson Seed farm and was
sponsored by Iowa, Johnson,
and Washington counties’ soil
conservation service.

Mid-Prairie won three high
individual honors, as well as
placing first and third in
scoring. Keota was second m
team scoring.

Contestants were asked to
judge surface features of the
land including position and
slope along with soil features.
Soil features judged included
thickness of surface, texture of
surface and subsoil, soil depth
and native vegetation. ¥

Contestants were also asked
to judge soil problems, land
capability, and possible usj;obof
land, both agricultural and
non-agricultural.

Teams from Washmgtqn»and
13enton Cormnmunity’ also-
part in contest.

Scott Stanerson,
back row: Robert Taylor,
instructor; Rdbert Fritz, Arlin Karsten, La-




Lk
PARTICIPATE IN JUDGING — Members
of Williamsburg’'s soil judging team
competed in a contest south of Kalona Oct.
8. Included, first row, left to right, were
Dennis Wichmann, Glen Schlesselman, and

Helmuth  Iburg. Second row: Richard

Dermody, Randy Jones, Blake Hagen, Dan

Williams,
Cooper.

and

vo-ag

instructor Rick
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ATTENTION FARMERS!

Give your land the shape
youw’ll love to farm...

d bo /your profits!

Information Meeting on Conservation Work for 1976 and how to qualify for cost-sharing. Attendance at
this meeting could qualify you for priority in construction and cost-sharing. SCS Technicians, ASCS
Personnel and Contractors will be available to answer questions.

MEETING WILL BE IN THE WILLIAMSBURG HIGH.SCHOOL LUNCH ROOM ON
THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 AT7:30 P.M. |

DISTRICT

a | MEETING SPONSORED BY
IOWA COUNTY
SOIL CONSERVATION
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of CONSERVATION TILLAGE

REDUCES SOIL LOSS
CONSERVES MOISTURE
SAVES TIME AND FUEL

_ INFORMATIONAL
/e ~ PROGRAM

reciolus FRIDAY, FEB. 6, 1:30 P.M.

FARM BUREAU BUILDING

Baby N
e lond

/ 3 North Side of Square = Williamsburg, la.
It's Up to Each of Us to = :
P h G d E 'I'h I SLIDES & COMMENTARY -- ERNEST BEHN
\
reserve f e o0 ar g Bud Fleischer and Pat Heiken from-the factory,
' and other Conservationists, will be there to
‘ N / e tend to look upon the land as an end- 3 answer your questions: '
less spring of resources. But it’s not! Our e Coffee & Donuts

most valued natural assets are M:b\ec‘qming fess “ i : 2
abundang. It’s time to realize that we get from u

the land only what we put into it! ' e B FFA l0 BY ’I'EISCHER
We must. treat it with care in order to prop-- l ’ ‘ MAXEY SERV'CE

erly utilize nature’s resources, rather than
drain them . .. preserve our countrysides and
waters, rather than destroy them. And it’s never
too late to start doing something about it!

R.R. 2 Williamsburg - Phone 668-1314

hat we take away from the larid, we can re-
place. How? By curbing the wasteful use

of our energy sources. Recycling. Replanting. B O AT i 7L
Revaluating our needs. And most important, o= C- JA
. , : : n lowa Lounty Advisory Board meeting for the |
workmg together, €0 saiibat clean, healthy, Rivers Consarvancy- District will be held at e eWiﬂ‘;:an;E:::gr
and thriving environment. Let’s start now. , City Hall at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, February 19, 1976. The public
5\ ;n%/lﬁzd tofptahrticipate Iin this meeting which is concerned with
- . . . . uture of the natural resources in the lowa and Cedar Ri

If interested in Soil Conservation for this year, Qe B e n Cocar Fomr
T . . 0 be discussed will be the progress to date of the con-
contact Sml (,onservatmn servme As soﬂN As Eervancy.plans,posslbls fmaancmq, sub-areas within the lowa and
PﬂSSlBlE : s ;dar Rivers and any other topic that anyone wishes to bring

This Ad Contributed

in the Publié Interest By

~ GAHRING CONST. INC.

Soil Conservation Contractor & Land Improvement Contractor
Office: 668-2565 If No Answer 668-1878 or 668-2420
oR.R. 2, Box 106 A ®Williamsburg
e S B A e U s e SRR s S e S ]
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LOOK OVER RECORDS — The Allan

Doehrmanns, who farm north of Wil-
liamsburg, look over some of the re-

cords of their farming operations. -

Mrs. Doehrmann noted they have used-

the same system of record keeping for
a number of years. In addition to re--
cords detailing “everyday operation
they also keep records on soil con-
servation work done on their farm.
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Conservation Commission and Har

Service.
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Corn Growers
Expand Subjects For
Annual Convention

The 1976 Iowa Corn Grow-
ers’ association (ICGA)
convention will be held on
Mar. 1, 2 at the Merle Hay
Howard Johnson’s motel,

Des Moines, according to’

Thurman Gaskill,
dent.

Francis Bjestrom, rural
Whittemore, secretary and
convention chairman, says
the expansion to a two-day
convention will provide ad-
ditional time for pro-
grams, providing perti-
nent information to grow-
ers prior to planting. Addi-
tion of a trade show will ex-
pose producers to a variety
of products. A women’s pro-
gram has been added, also.

presi-

7
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Conservation- -

(Continued from page 3)

kind to be held in the Unite
States.

Look At Soil Problems

He added Bob Williams,
National Association of
Conservation Districts, sel-
ected Iowa county as one of
three counties in each of six
states to visit in relation to
current problems with soil
conservations work.

Williams also looked au
the progress in Iowa coun-
ty, according to Bryant, to
ascertain what type of
things should be promoted
in Congress.

Bryant noted one of the
things necessary is getting
more people trained in soil

X =72~ Tk

conservation work. He sai
perhaps this could be ac
complished through comr
munity colleges, SInce

1 ervation servic
has discontinuied trainin
programs.

]
Feb. 9-10, Bryant sai(
there will be training schot
for land contractors ¢
Kirkwood community co
lege, Cedar Rapids. Pui
pose is to alert contractor
to soil conservation se
vice criteria and promot
better understanding b«
tween the SCS and land co:
tractors, according to Br}
ant.

Training sessions &
Kirkwood will encompas
the six soil conservatio
districts in the Kirkwoo
area.

TREE AND WILDLIFE INFORMATION MEETING

People interested in planting trees or developing wildlife areas are invited to come to the
Williamsburg ASCS Office Friday, February 13 between 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Information
will be available from Bob Kurtt, Wildlife Biologist, Bob Hibbs, District Forester of the lowa

ry Bryant, District Conservationist of the Soil Conservation

Printed material wil[ be available for anyone interested in trees or wildlife. Order forms will
be available for those wishing to make orders for trees or shrubs for reforestation or wildlife.
Assistance will be given in the filling out of the order forms and determining the kinds and

amount

of trees and shrubs to order-

Prices for 1976 nursery stock is $20 to $25 per thousand plus tax and sHipping. ‘
_ Homeowners, farmers or anyone who has an interest in tree planting, wildlife or conserva-
tion of natural resources are welcome. Any aspect of conservation will be discussed from soil

conservation, water control, wildlife habitat, hunting, any type tree planting, tree management
and marketing.

) - ) - 3
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Limits Set On Soil

Lost By Erosion

Since 1973 Iowa county
has received $82,650 from
the state for cost sharing at
a 50 percent rate for those
farmers doing permanent
soil conservation work.

Iowa has had a soil con-
servancy policy since July
1, 1971 although final adop-
tion of the policy did not go
into effect until Aug. 3, 1972
at the close of hearings on
regulations.

The policy is ‘““to pre-
serve and protect the pub-
lic interest in the soil and
water resources of this
state for future genera-
tions’’, Not only can the
policy encourage, promote
and faeilitate work, where
public interest requires it
can fmandate conservation

and proper control and use
of Iowa seil and water re-
sour iccording to Harry
Bryamt, Iowa county dis-

trict soil conservationist.
Measures include but are
not limited to control of
floods, control of erosion by
water or wind, preserva-
tion of quantity or the qual-
ity of water for optimum
use for agricultural, irri-

gation, recreationql, in-
dustrial and domestic pur-
poses.

Limit Soil Erosion

The conservancy district
law charges commis-
sioners of the 100 Iowa soil
conservation districts with
establishing and adminis-
tering regulations limiting
rates of soil erosion on land
in the district.

Iowa county commis-
sioners established soil loss
limits of from-four to five
tons on farin land in this

county. The rate is that-

recommended for maxi-
mum soil losses of agricul-
tural and horticultural
lands by the state.

Soil erosion is declared a
nuisance if it results in or
contributes to damage by
siltation to any internal im-
provement of a conser-
vancy district or damage
by siltation to property
other than that of the own-

er or occupant of the land
which such erosionisoccur-
ring.

Commissioners of a soil
conservation district with-
in which the erosion occurs,
owners of any property so
damaged or the board of the
conservancy district whose
improvement is damaged
may require abatement of
the nuisance.

Soil ~commimissioners
have the authority toclassi-

ary soil and water conser-
vation work is available
too. Temporary measures
could include planting
annual or biennial cover
crops, strip-cropping, con-
tour planting, mimnimum or
mulch tillage, etc.

Failure to comply with
administrative orders in
specified time can result in
district court orders, with
burden of proof on com-|
missioners. ‘

fy land in the district on the._ In addition to the county

basis of topography, soil
characteristics, current
use, other factors affecting
erosion. They also have
authority to establish dif-
ferentsoil loss limits for dif-
ferent classes of land in the
district.

Hearings on the proposal
were held Aug. 3, 1972in the
district. 3

Complaints that
damages by sediment
resulting from excessive
erosion on land of another
must be filed in writing with
the soil conservation dis-
trict. They investigate com-
plaints. Voluntary compli-
ance is sought after notifi-
cation to owner.

When an administrative
order is necessary, it is
issued by district commis-
sioners to those found in
violation. Landowners
have six months to start, 12
months from date of order
to complete needed erosion
control practices. Con-
struction site erosion con-
trol must begin within five
days, be completed within
30 days of date of order.

Cost Sharing

Cost sharing is available
on projects which commis-
sioners determine. For per-
manent conservation work-
planting of perennial
grasses, legumes, shrubs
or trees, establishment of
grassed waterways, con-
struction of terraces, etc. -
75 percent of installation
cost is available.

An amount set annually
by the state soil conserva-
tion coininittee for tempor-

soil conservation districts |
there are-six conservancy |
districts within<the state. |
Iowa county is im- t‘l‘?i
Iowa-Cedar Rivers one ex- |
tending north to the Minne- |
sota borders in Worth and |
Mitchell counties, south to
where the Iowa and Cedar
Rivers empty into the Mis- |
sissippi at the east edge of |
the state in Louisa and Des
Moines counties.
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- Set Priorities For
-Conservation Measures

Objectives of the-agri-
cultural conservation pro-
grams are to cost share
with public funds enduring
soil and water conserva-
tion measures on farmland
which the farmer would not
do without cost sharing ex-
plains Carl Lantz, director
of the agricultural stabili-
zation conservation ser-
vice.

Program development
for year is planned by a
group composed of repre-
sentatives of state and fe-
deral agricultural agen-
cies heads and board mem-
bers. The policy group met
in Iowa county Thursday,
Jan. 22, after agency heads
had attended district

Selected for priority were:

Water containment re-
Servoirs;

Waterways;
Terraces;

Diversion Terraces;
Permanent seeding;
Strip cropping.

For water containment
structures and waterways
conservation, measures in
the drainage area will need
to have been taken by the
farmer prior to the appro-

val of the installation of the
particular practice Lantz

explained.

Farmers will be encou-
raged to plant temporary

meetings in Fairfield to cover such as oats in the
learn fund availability ear- area in which the work is to
lier in the week. be done so the work will be
3 " spread over a longer

Practices, according to period. While farmers want
.the local group, which will to do conservation work be-
‘have primgity are'those con- fore and after regular crop-
'sidered permanent or of an ping season, it makes too

enduring type practice.

_Thursday, Jan. 29, 1976

servation work completed
they continue. ¥

Forestry
The forestry practices for
1976 will be the same as for

1975 and include tree and -

wildlife plantings. Bob
Hibbs, district forester, will
be in the ASCS office in Wil-
liamsburg Friday, Feb. 13,
to meet with those farmers
interested in tree or wild-
life plantings.

Because of limited funds
for cost sharing conserva-
tion work, those farmers
who have not received cost
sharing during the past
year or more from either
ASCS or soil conservation
service will be given a
higher priority for cost sha-
ring funds the group said.

A listing of conservation
practices and explanation
of the program will be
mailed to all farmers when

approval of the county pro- .

gram is received from the

short a season to get con- state office.

/-«
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SCS Commissioner Will

Be Elected In

One soil conservation dis-
trict commissioner will be
elected in the general elec-
tionin Iowa county this fall.

This is the first time that
the elections will be held
with the general election;
always before a special
election was held said
Harry Bryant, district con-
servationist. Commission-
ers will be elected on a non-
political basis.

The term is for six years
starting Jan. 3, 1977. R.J.
(Dick) Mouchka, Ma-
rengo, is presently serving

November

on the board and his term
will expire asof Jan. 3, 1977.

Qualifications and re-
sponsibilities of the posi-
tion are available at the dis-
trict office in Williams-
burg, 600 Court street.

Nomination petitions can
be obtained either at the
county auditor’s office or
the district office. The peti-
tion shall be signed by at
least 25 eligible electors of
the district and returned to
the county auditor on or be-
fore Aug. 28, to be included
on the ballot.

o* e Cowndy Cdliiiliaet, —T-4-T4
PROTECT YOUR TIMER, Bob Hibs, District Forester.

“lowa Forest Facts”, distributed by the Forestry
Section of the lowa Conservation Commission, L6
credits lowa County with 30,000 acres of forest land
(8% of the total County area). State of lowa totals
for all counties show 2.6 million acres of forest land,
or 7.3% of all lowa land area. This data was obtained
as a result of U.S. Forest Service inventory in 1954.

In 1975, preliminary data was released from
survey work concluded in 1974. The new survey
shows a 39% decrease in lowa County forest land in
the last twenty years. Acreage totals have decreased
from, 30,000 acres to slightly over 18,000 acres, or a
loss of 590 timbered acres per year. Statewide the
loss of woodlands has been even greater. From 2.6
million acres two decades ago, lowa has declined in
woodland resource to only 1.4 million acres, a de-
crease of 46%.

What is the reason for such a decrease? Are
commercial loggers that destructive? Have we lost
trees to fire, insects, and disease? ' The answer is not
surprising to anyone familiar with lowa’s number one
industry: food production. {

lowa timberland has been cleared for crop prod-
uction since the early 19th century. At the time of
settlement, lowa had between five and seven million
acres of woodland. Clearing land was a part of the
pioneer ethic, ahd remains so even today. Increased
grain prices allow and encourage more intensive use
of the most marginal land. Yes, trees such as ‘elm
have been lost to disease. Insects and fire have not
been problems, but could be at any time. Loggers are
a problem only in that they may make land-clearing
more profitable. Were it not for loggers, cleared trees
would be piled and burned, wasting the renewable
wood resource.

Cropland clearing is by no means the only threat
to timber, and may not be the largest threat. Only
5,014 acres of lowa County forest land is in the
Forest Reserve (protected from grazing). | have esti-
mated that 80% of all lowa woodlands are pastured.
This practice by itself constitutes clearing of the
land. No tree ¢an withstand year after year of soil
compaction, erosion, root destruction, and bark dam-
age. Sooner or later, all pastured trees will die of live-
stock destruction. Older timber being grazed cannot
adequately reseed itself, since livestock will trample
and eat young seedlings (except the thorny weed
species). p

If ' you own a timber tract and are concerned
about the loss of a natural resource, consider the ad-
vantages of maintaining the area. You'll be provid-
ing wildlife habitat. You can profitably harvest trees
occasionally; you can reduce your taxes to about
fifty cents per acre, while still realizing the increase
in land value. You can enjoy the aesthetic benefits,
and be proud that you are preserving a part of the
lowa heritage. Additionally, there are Federal funds
available through your local ASCS office for fencing
and improving your timber stand. Take a good, hard
look before you clear land; the cost of clearing may
cost more than the purchase price of open®ground.
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Use Has Begun In County- -

Minimum Tillage Is Hailed

As Method Of The Future

\ “
. ' .One outof every ten acres

planted to corn, soybeans
or sorghum is worked by
minimum tillage accord-
ing to the Iowa county soil
conservation service.
Minimum tillage has
been hailed by some far-

~mers as saving them time

and labor. It also is said to
reduce soil erosion, con-
serve moisture and pro-
vide cover during the win-
ter.

After the harvest, in the
minimum tillage method,
the crop residue is chopped
or shredded, and a chisel
loosens and opens the sub-
soil to create a series of
rough ridges that help wa-
ter soak in and to prevent
soil blowing. |

Crop residue which re-
mains on the top of the soil,
protects the soil from wind
and water erosion during
non-growing seasons.

In the spring, the farmer

uses no-till equipment to.

apply fertilizer, herbicides
and seed in one operation.
The soil is disturbed as lit-
tle as possible; sometimes
it is opened to a width of on-
ly two or three inches.
Much of the residue from

the previous crop remains
on the soil as cover.
Saves Fuel

Minimum tillage is re-
puted to save fuel costs for
the farmer since he does not
have to plow or disc the
fields and can apply agri-
chemicals in one oper-
ation. He can also do
of the work without the aid
of additional help.

According to figures
compiled by Purdue uni-
versity, farmers rated the
labor saving aspects of
minimum tillage the high-
est with moisture control
second.

Wind and water erosion
are lessened with the use of
minimum tillage some ex-
perts say. They note the
cover left on the ground
providesbarriers to the loss
of topsoil. 5

They note also leaving
residue on the fields pro-
vides cover for wildlife
throughout the non-grow-
ing season.

Pasturing cattle on the
residue from last year’s
crop is also a benefit one re-
ceives from using a fini-
mumm tillage type of oper-
ation.

%

ADDRESSES-CROWD — Jerry Passer, WMT farm de-
partment, acted as master of ceremonies at an infor-
mational meeting on minimum and no till methods of
farming Fel. 6. Meeting was held at the Iowa County
Farm Bureau building, Williamsburg. A number of
area farmers turned out to hear several speakers on the

subject.

more-

' use in producing his crop.

Ernest Behn, Boone far- save

time and labor,

mer who is an advocate of €specially on contour land.

the minimum tillage prin-

Beyer said he is ‘“‘pretty

ciple, noted if ridges are much satisfied” with his
used over the fields and put use of minimum tillage. At
in place during the fall the_present he is farming about
top of the ridge will warm 300 acres using the meth-
up in the spring faster than 0d.

‘the rest of the soil, allowing

quicker
seed.

One of the drawbacks of
minimum tillage is slow
germination because resi-
due covered soil does not
warm up as quickly as that
which has been plowed.
Behn noted ridging in the
fall for spring will take care
of that problem.

He added the farmer can
then ““just knock the crust”’
off the ridge and plant ear-
lier in the spring than he
was able to before.

Weed Control

Weed control is also an
advantage to minimum til-
lage according to some tar-
mers. Opening just a small
area and spraying the rest
with a herbicide will eli-
minate many of the prob-
lems with weeds between
rows that farmers exper-
ience.

The United States De-
partiment of Agriculture
notes no piece of equip-
ment is best suited for all
conditions in minimum til-
lage operations.

A farmer should evalu-
ate all the minimum tillage
equipment available for

germination of

Factorstobe considered in-
clude climate, soil and his
available labor power.

Whether land is rough, ir-
regular or terraced also
shouldbe considered in pur-
chasing equipment.

Larry Beyer, lowa coun-
ty farmer who lives west of
Marengo, said he began
working with minimum til-
lage in 1968. He added the
big advantage in using
minimum tillage is erosion
control. :

Beyer noted it cuts down
both wind and water ero-
sion on land. Cutting of
wind erosion has been par-
ticularly significant this
winter with the lack of snow
to cover the land.

According to Beyer, us-
ing minimum tillage does

Beyer uses a chisel plow

MAKES A POINT — Ernest Behn,
Boone, was among the speakers at the
no till meeting in Williamsburg Feb. 6.
Behn advocates ridging the soil in the
fall so that it will be ready for planting

with twisted shanks. He in-
corporates broadéast her-
bicide and liquid nitrogen
with a disc before planting.

Some experts believe by

the year 2000 45 to 50 per-:

cent of the nation’s planted
cropland will be planted us-
ing minimum tillage meth-
ods. -

John Maxey, who farms
southeast of Williamsburg,
has used both no till and
minimum tillage in his
operation for three years.
Maxey said he is satisfied
with the practice, noting it
cuts cost of operation and
cuts to ‘‘almost zero’’ ero-
sion on his land which is
hilly.

Maxey said using the

'minimum tillage method

allows him to get his crops
planted on time during the
wet years when he other-
wise would be unable to get
in the field as soon.

This year, Maxey added,
he plans to use the method
on 520 acres of ground.

Maxey said he uses no till
on grassland being con-
verted to crop land. When
corn follows corn, he ridges
the fields in the fall and
plants on the ridges in the
spring.

The same equipment can
be used with some modifi-
cation both in the grass ne
till and ridging, according
to Maxey.

in the spring. Behn said ridging the soil
enables the soil in the top of the ridge to
warm quickly in the spring and mﬁes
for quicker germination of seed.
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IOWA COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

30th ANNUAL REPORT - 1975

.WIllIAMSBURG, IOWA

. Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, Robert W. Long, in a sbeech before the
30th Annual Meeting of NACD really put it to the commissioners to encourage

. A non-cooperators to implement soil and water conservation plans on their farms vo-
* Jluntarily now. For if they don’t, conservation by compulsion - by force with some
faraway bureaucrat setting up standardized rules and calling the shots

- s just
around the corner if we fail to get the job done voluntarily.

Fred White, Chairman
lowa County SCD Commissioners

Clifford Heitshusen

NEW DISTRICT COOPERATORS FOR 1975

Dean Hollopeter Duane Schaefer
Eugene Hanson Ed O’Brien
Merwyn Betz Glen White
Thomas Kinsey Eugene Teggatz
James Reynolds Dennis Sandersfeld

Wayne Formanek Edwin Watkins
Hazel Shinn Don O'Brien
Harvey Von Ashen Ed & Don O'Brien
Duane Bloome ! Wilfrid Lillis
JayDee & Kent Coffland Marvin Slaubaugh
Reed Bros. Harold Iburg

Russell Schaffner
Frank Naughton

George Heller
Darrell Zuber

Larry Beyer Otis Lindhart

Aric Graf & Don Engstrom James Possehl

Ursel & Orlen Riess Rollie Yoder

Menzo Davis First Presbyterian Church
Richard Kaestner Mt. Vernon

John Rush William Roemig

TOTAL ACRES: 6,765 Acres
BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS FOR 1975

IOWA
COUNTY
scCD 7
COMMISSIONERS }

Seated Left to right:
Keith Enochson, Fred
White, Chairman and
Vernon Sandersfeld.
Standing left to right:
Larry Beyer, Dick !
Mouchka and David

McCarney.

IOWA
COUNTY
OFFICE STAFF

Seated left to right:
Harry Bryant & Lennis
Doehrmann. Standing
left to right: Ciem Mc
Bride and Millen San-
dersfeld.

Larry Miller Merlin Rieck
Duane Snyder Joseph Halsch
Knoll Ridge Country Club Lucile Randolph
Duane Bloome Kenneth Grimm
George Heller Richard Kaestner
Coffland Brothers Harold McLennon
lowa County Land Fill Elwood Schrock

Tom Kinsey Clement Dermody
Harvey Von Ashen John Kupka
Douglas Tvedt i Raymond Grimm
Owen Jones DeRycke Brothers

Russell Gorsh
Jean Riepe-Marilyn Wisby
Dean Wade

Leonard Hartgrave
Raymond Ballard
Jerry Purdin

TOTAL ACRES: 5,629 Acres

BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS REVISED FOR 1975

Edward Shima GBG Cattle Company
Weise Misbach

Merwyn Betz F.W. Tomasek
John Maxey Vic Points

J.J. Kelly Helen Donahoe
Dick Wetjen L.W. Martin

Ray M. Yoder

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Major Practices

Unit 1975

Conservation Cropping System Acre 3,719

- Contour Farming Acre 1,574
Diversion Terrace Feet 35,765
Ponds Number 12
Erosion Control Structures Number 24
Grassed Waterways Acre 88.4
Terraces Feet 108,478
Tile Feet 572,860
Other Services
Referrals Serviced Number 371
Planning Practices -
New District Cooperators Number 37
Basic Conservation Plans Number 28
Revised Conservation Plans Number 13
Group Plans Number 10
Group Inventories & Evaluations Number 13z K
Farms Assisted Number 256
Farms Applying Practices Number 184
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IM- BUDGET
Commissioners Expenses $ 24575
Office Supplies $ 31954
Printing $ 5830
Prizes for Contests $ 4748
Meeting Expense $ 1547
Office Expense $ 329.89
TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-75 $ 1,016.43 g
Clerical $ 7511.38 "
Travel 18155
Technical $ 360.55
Equipment $ 41536 111-M BUDGET 1974-75
TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-75 $ 8,378.87 ,
Approved for Terraces $19,776.90 Paid on Completed Terraces $17,522.93
I11-M BUDGET 1973-74 Approved for Diversions $ 2,262.50 Paid on Completed Diversions $ 1,868.72
Approved for Terraces $16,136.72 Approved for Structures $ 5,250.75 Paid on Completed Structures $ 3,871.09
Approved for Diversions $ 1,575.00 Approved for Waterways $ 550.00 Paid on Completed Waterways $ 396.29
Approved for Structures $ 6,113.00 TOTAL APPROVED 12-31-75 $27,840.15 TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-75 $23,659.03
Approved for Waterways . $ 1,707.50
TOTAL APPROVED 12-31-75 $25 532.22
111-M BUDGET 1975-76
Paid on Completed Terraces $13,443.73
Paid on Completed Diversions $ 1,478.16 Approved for Terraces $19,878.31 Paid on Completed Terraces $ 9,484.96 .
Paid on Completed Structures $ 6,093.00 Approved for Diversions $ 8,533.19 Paid on Completed Diversions $ 458447
Paid on Completed Waterways $ 1,101.41 Approved for Structures $ 3,900.00 Paid on Completed Structures $ 3,749.97
TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-75 .~ $22,116.30 TOTAL APPROVED 12-31-75 $32,311.50 TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-75 $17,819.40
* Harry Bryant, District Conservationist assumed
JANUARY  * The lowa County Soil Conservation District his duties as district conservationist for lowa
- Education Committee met January 10. County July 21.
* Commissioners regular meeting was held Jan. 14. * P : s 28
o Soumy T i s M o i i o OB
January 23 at ASCS Office. I 975 "~ gust 8.
FEBRUARY * Commissioners regular meeting was held i Iovga;1 ?gtxrtv Tte;%hetrchlc(mslervation Workshop
,February 19_ was ne ugUS a daKe lowa
* Jowa County Soil Conservation District and i * Commissioners regularmeetmgwas held August
Soi! Conservation Service personnel moved to 26.
their new office at 600 Court St. on Feb. 24. D'STRICT SEPTEMBER * Annual Commissioners and Clerks Conference
MARCH * lowa County Contractor’s meeting held March A ‘IAcIJasahEIéjoim;emvserel gggdc? ég‘fs“e‘:"";!z_;’o_'s‘l
6. Wi ere District Cos ioni
% [?gmmissioners regular meeting was held March y gs:nnr,nisBs%zz:s alggulglrernlze;-t?:;'fm Bsoﬁgl'é“g:::
* Regional Commissioners meeting was held tember 16.
|V|a?ch 19. . * Region X Commissioners meeting was held
Sgptember 16 at Kirkwood College, Cedar Ra-
APRIL * Annual Report was printed in the April 10 edi- pids.
0 of the lowa County Advertiser. 3 OCTOBER * Fall Teachers Workshop at Strawberry Point
!Cor_nmlssuone_rs regular meeting was held April 1 - was held October 3 and 4.
R !\5 in lowa City. : ; * Soil Judging Contest was held October 8 south
Conservancy District meeting was held April 17 of Kalona. Contest was sponsored by lowa,
in fowa City. Johnson and Washington Counties. Soil Gonser-
WAV A ot o 3 Wi i D, Mtimop B i
f : Ist. - L -
Dt T Ko B et Mid-Prairie won 3 high individual honors and.
Armstrong; Junior High Division: 1st. - Darrell ::;o?lr(;din:;tredampl:ggrit:;m honors. Keota placed
Schwarting, 2nd. - Sherri Becker, 3rd. - Ell S : !
Eva‘lllvs; IE?emer:ltary Div:sion: Elrst.r- Deni:: k E::nzrglssmners regular meeting was held Octo-
Joseph, 2nd. - Barb Ballard, 3rd - Becky Witte. : X
* C%ri?nissigners rzrgula? ranreetinrg wa:chgld I.VIai/ CTIVI-"ES * Annual Conservation Awards Banquet was held
3. A October 29 at Middle America. Winners were:
* Commissioners took the ASCS Committee and ' ‘(j:a':rf]f;’dMEg'rgs:‘yuse,'\}é v:-“ggﬂ:;‘:;&f“:{?:’ﬁ:?
Staff on a tour of the county May 29 to see ' ' =
some of the conservation practices installed and Helen Donahoe-Leonard Hartgrave, Jr., Land-
visit the 1974 LTA farms. lord-Tenant.
JUNE q |13;Jmmissioners regular meeting was held June 1975 NOVEMBER * %%?rﬁi:'i s‘;?g:‘:"isss‘:lgi"-‘f:;e‘t*ﬁ;? ‘cleagsurll::dnl:‘;‘{t‘i:é
. ‘.IDu'ane Miller, District Conservationist for lowa , Nov. 18. There was not a quorum present.
County the past two years was transferred to Commissioners regular meeting was held No-
the State Office. vember 20.
JuLy h i'?egiona' Commissioners meeting was held July DECEMBER * Annual Christmas Party was held December 7

Commissioners regular meeting was held July
15.

O e S S Ty S S R e SN S

at the Ironmen Inn, lowa Clty
Commissioners regular meeting was held De
cember 16.
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By Al Swegle

ree members of the state soil con-
seﬁraﬁon commission received nearly
$10,000 in state soil cost-sharing funds
in the past three years at a time when
federal soil cost-sharing funds were se-
verelg;cut back. :

Thlg revelation is expected to add
fuel tg the already-heated debate over
whether soil conservation policymakers
should be allowed to receiye govern-
mental assistance in making soil conser-
vation improvements

(First of Two St ries. )

P 3

Critics question the propriety of poli-
cymakers receiving money from the
program they are charged with adminis-
tering, particularly since the money is
an outnght gift rather than a loan. Agri-
cul e ‘Secretary Earl Butz frequently
refer§ to conservation cost-sharing as
the*:ural congressman’s porkbarrel.”

il cost-sharing money is given free"

\‘%Z’Z&’

~ fits

S-RA7-7L

ment in individual farmer’s projects is
justified on the basis that society bene-
m the project as much as the
farmer.

Critics note that a related federal
agency, the Farmers Home Administra-
tion, prohibits employes and board
members from receiving FHA loans. A
similar rule govermng soil programs is
needed, Critics say, since farmers receiv-
ing cost-&haring money Jare not required

{ lgatlon showed that
three of the exght;:f embers of the state
soil consewatlom-ucommlttee received
$9,986.184n state@nl cost-sharing funds
the past three years.

State law does not prevent the prac-
tice, andlocal officials contacted by The
Gazette said ‘the state committeemen
exerted “no pressure" in securmg the
funds.

$17,766.55 Federal Funds

In addition to the state money, one of

the commissioners, Thomas Kenny of

., Akron, received some $5,766.55 in fed-
nds in annual appro-

grant to do conservation work over a

nine-year period.

The third member of the commlttqe,
Donald Johnson of Fairfield, applied for
federal soil conservation cost-sharing

~ funds during that period but was turmd

down.

State records show that Johnson re-
ceived $5,374 in state funds in 1975-76.
Kenny received $1,548.94 in state funds
in 1973-74, and Hobson received $3,-
063.24 in the 1974-75 program year.-

The three state commissioners. re-
ceived state aid during the time when
federal soil cost-sharing funds were in
sl;ort supply. ‘Federal funds for 1973
were not released until 1974, and_ the
1974 federal appropriation was cut in
half.

The three members: of the state soil
committee were all appointed by Gov
Robert Ray.. :

‘Conflict of Interest’

The chief critic of the practice, Neel
Hill of Webster City, questions why the
money was given to key soil workers

to farmers who agree to match the  eral cost-sharing
funds dollar-for-dol soil cpnsnruc- : :
tion projects. The g nment’s invest-

wrned down. Hill would prohibit soil of-
ficials .from receiving ' cost-sharing
funds. ; )
% “This practice of soil officials receiv-
% ing soil money leaves them wide open to
‘% charges of conflict of interest,” Hill con-
#  tends. “Some of my closest friends have
engaged in this practice, but it’s still
questionable.”

Hobson, one of the state commission-
ers receiving cost- sharmg funds, de-
fends the practice.

“I knew when I applied for cost-shar-
ing funds that this information was pub-
lic record,” Hobson said. “I don’t mind

people knowing that I support this pro-
gram.

“That’s how this program got started.
Three men in Hardin county got togeth-

SRR

% plots to show how it works. VQ@ run into
% . more cntgcxsm from some
:  soil commissioners don’t do en
servation.

“If we who are commissioners dont
apply for these funds, people won’t be-
lieve in the program.”

Popular Program

R R R
2

* Other soil officials in Hardin county
indicate that the program there is popu-
.l@, already, so popular that there aren’t
emugh funds to go around. The Hardin

tor of the federal soil program,
C‘pylord Thayer, said the county re-
ed only a third of the funds needed

6 fill requests for soil conservation as-
sistance last year. !

43 Hardin county received an allocation
_Of $57,000 in soil funds last year and
Had applications for $180,000 in appro-

s

%
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.

"ﬁ ations, Thayer said.
# Hobson received no preferential
ﬁ treatment in the federal long-term soil

€ontract as only two:applications were
turned into the Hardin county ASCS of-

e that year (1974-75), Thayer said.

oth were approved, and “both were
good ones,” Thayer added.

'Hobson s farm is located in the south-
east one-third of the county where “the
"sloping land needs to be conserved,”
Thayer said. “It’s a high priority area.”

Hobson also chairs the Hardin county
soil conservation district commission-
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tion of state cost-sharing funds.
“We have five independent-minded
commissioners, and I'm sure that if any

o
ot

e

er in 1945 to put on soil demonstration

ers, the body which approves the alloca-.
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h g’; Carroll Hobson
a $12,000 federal

of them thought there was anything s
wrong with my ap '% for state « &
funds, they wouldn’t"have ‘approved it,” |
Hobson said. = . o

“My thought was not to do anything :
illegal. I waited until the second year of = &
the state program to apply for funds.”

: Others Defend Method

Other conservationists contacted by
The Gazette last week defended the !
practice, although some acknowledged | «
that such cost-sharing grants should notg
be made if soil officials are paid for the
performance of their duties.

William Greiner, eéxecutive director
of the Towa departmen of soil conserva- *
tion, said it “would be difficult to re-
cruit highly qualified’ soil commission- -
ers if commissioners were barred from
participating in state or federal soil
cost-sharing programs.

“Commissioners aren’t paid for the .
great amount of time which they put in-
to their work, and we just could not get
the high quality commissioners if they
were not permitted to receive cost- shar-
ing funds.

“I could see where such a restrlctxon,
could be placed on commissioners if®
they were paid for their time spent in_
megtmgs but that wguld be extremely
“&pqmve e b

Greiner said county soil commissio
~ers should be paid a;mmmum of $30 a

day plus mileage be:;%e he would su?
I
i

e
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port any move to bar commissione
from receiving cost-sharing funds. This
is the standard fee given county com-
mitteemen who supervise the federal®
soil program administered by the Agri:
cultural Stabilization and Conservand{ﬁ‘
Service (ASCS). . :
Some conservationists have advocat- 4
ed pay for county soil commissioners:
for some time, because of the great
amount of tmie?ey devote to their du
ties. The issue of whether commission: F
ers should receive soil funds could sp A7
moves to provide some compensano r o
for their work., .. %
The issue could also clar@‘w si- i
‘ tive policy matter that could get stickier . &
‘as the three-year-old statesoil cost-shar-- §'
ing program advances in age. %
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Monday: What happened to the man
who blew the whistle?

when other farmers’ apphcatxons‘ wel‘e

 Please.Turn to Page 20
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ACP Encourages |
Soil, Water =~
_Conse'rvatlon

U.S. Department of Agri-
culture announced an $85
million 1976 agricultural
conservation program
(ACP) designed to encour-
age the application of en-
during soil and water con-
servation practices on the
nation’s farms. <

The objective is to obtain
needed conservation on
farmland beyond that
which the farmer would ac-
complish with his own re-
sources.

The 1976 program will be
administered by the agri-
cultural stabilization and
conservation service
through its farmer-elected
committee system. It will
share with farmers appro-
ximately 50 percent of the
cost of carrying out ap-
proved soil, water and
woodland conservation
practices.

Authority to develop
practices needed to solve
conservation problems is
delegated to each of
USDA’s farmer-elected
county ASC committees.
All approved practices in
effect under the 1970 na-
tional ACP are eligible.

State and county ASC
committees are responsi-
ble for identifying critical
farm conservation pro-
blems in their respective
areas and developing and
approving . practices for
cost-sharing on a priority
basis.

Soil conservation ser-
vice will provide planning
and technical assistance.
Contracts involving wood-
lands also will get techni-
cal aid from the forest ser-
vice. The extension service
will assist with educational
support.

Program details will be
available from county ASC
offices. P

e
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AWARDED FIRST PRIZES — Trophies were collect-
ed by three county youth for conservation posters sub-
mitted in the annual contest sponsored by the lowa
County Soil-Conservation District. Awards were given
Friday, May 7 in Williamsburg elementary school. Top
artists were Darrell Schwarting, first, senior division, _
Williamsburg high school; Becky Witte, first, junior
high division, Lutheran Interparish; and Mary Wet-
jen, first in elementary, Williamsburg. Posters were
judged by wives of district commissioners May 4. = ¢

WIN ART PRIZES — Winners of post-
er contest, sponsored by Iowa County
Soil Conservation District were an-
nounced Friday evening, May 7 in Wil-
liamsburg elementary school by Fred
White, Parnell, chairman of commis-
sioners. Cited were, left to right, Paul
Werner, Lutheran Interparish, sec-
ond, elementary division; Mary Wet-
jen, Willtamsburg school, first, ele-
mentary: Doug Teggatz, Lutheran
Interparish, second in junior high;

Warren Jordan, Deep River-Millers-
burg, third, elementary. Back row,
Brenda Arp, third, junior high, Wil-
liamsburg; Darrell Schwarting, Wil-
liamsburg high school, first in senior
division; and Becky Witte, Lutheran
Interparish, first in junior high. Not
present were Kevin Doehrmann, sec-
ond place, senior division, Williams-
burg; and Gregg Gaines, third place,
senior division, HLV. ;
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Son! loss from this fall plowed field in lowa County is estimated An estimated 950 tons of soil was lost from this water course in

at 50 tons per acre, after just one rain in late April. This is an - lowa County after the late April rains. This loss occurred be-
8% slope, 200 ft. long. cause of uncontrolled water flow and no grass waterways. This

water ran for 2600 ft. across this unprotected field.

THAT'S RIGHT!

We're losing an average
of 230 bushels of topsoil
on each acre of unprotected
sloping land in lowa each
year. That’s twice as much
soil loss as average corn
production on those soils.

The loss isalso an inch
every 12 years. At that rate,
our topsoil could be gone |
in 100 years.

For help with your soil and water con-
servation, contact the Soil Conservation
Service Assisting the lowa County Soil
Conservation District.
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Burg Sixth
Take Field

Sixth grade students
from Parnell used the
money they earned selling
refreshments at the junior
high basketball games to fi-
nance a conservation field
trip to Iowa county lake
May 20.

Eighty-four students
were divided into seven
groups of 12. Each group
accompanied by a leader
hiked around the lake,
stopping at each of the six
stations set up at intervals.

The leaders included
Mary Warner, Gail
Stration, Mrs. Georg.
Smith, Mrs. Susan Stochl,
Mrs. James Turner, Mrs.
Vernon Schmidt, and Mrs.
David Jennings. Mrs.
Lennis Doehrmann of the
Soil Conservation office
was a guest.

The six stations included
Sylvan Runkle, Des
Moines, a naturalist, who
led each group on a nature
hike at his site. Bob Kurtt,
wildlife management biolo-
gist with Iowa Con-
.servation commission dis-
cussed wildlife found in the
area.

David Shaull of the U. S.
Geological Survey de-
monstrated how to

Trip

measure water flow in
streams and showed
equipment which is used in
his department.

Harry Bryant of the Soil
Conservation Service
showed different soil
samples, discussed them,
and pointed out the three
found at Lake Iowa.

Dan Becker, teacher at
Parnell, led an activity
designed to show the
relationship of animals and
plants in a grassland habit-
at. Carl Selby, teacher at
Parnell, led each group ona

‘nature hike in his area.

Deborah Bott and Betty
Golden, Parnell teachers,
organized and distributed
the makings of a picnic
lunch at every station.
When noon came, the stu-
dents, group leaders, and
teachers at each site pre-
pared their lunch of hot
dogs, potato chips, celery,
lemonade and brownies.

The students took notes
during their hike on their
observations on plant and
animal life which were dis-
cussed in the classroom the
next day. This is an annual
event for sixth grade stu-
dents of the Williamsburg
community school.

MEASURE WATER — Dave Shaull,
Williamsburg, who is a member of the
United States geological survey, dis-
cussed water problems with the sixth
graders and showed them some of his

measurement equipment. There were
several other stations' at which -stu-
dents stopped on their hike around the
lake. Sixth grade teachers were aided
by parents in the excursion.

e
g
P

EXPLAIN PLANT LIEE — Sylvan Runkle, a retired
biologist from Des Moines, was one of the resource
people who spoke to Williamsburg sixth grade students
at their fieid day at the county lake Thursday. Runkle

5 -27 7€
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worked for the conservation service for 41 years. He
_told the students some of the plants growing at the lake
are becoming increasingly rare.
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DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Major Practice Unit
Contour Farming Acre
Diversion Terraces Feet
Ponds Number
Erosion Control Structures:  Number
Grassed Waterways Acre
Terraces Feet
Tile Feet
Other Services

Individuals & Groups Assisted Number
Individuals & Groups Applying Number
Practices

Referrals Serviced Number
Planning Practices
New District Cooperators Number
Basic Conservation Plans Number
Basic Conservation Plans
Revised Number
FIELD OFFICE PERSONNEL

Harry Bryant, District Conservationist
LClem McBride, Conservation Technician
Lennis Doehrmann, State Clerk
Millen Sandersfeld, Conservation Aide

AREA OFFICE PERSONNEL

Keith Glandon, Area Conservationist
Marvin Parmer, Civil Engineer
Francis Vos, Civil Engineer Technician
Wilma Kimball, Area Clerk

Lorne Nestrude, Soil Scientist .

WILDLIFE AND BIOLOGY SPECIALI
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

Larry Beyer, Chairman
Greg Misbach, Vice-Chairman
Fred White

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS

David McCartney
Mary Welsh

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Gary Drefke, Lutheran Interparish
Mary Welsh, Williamsburg Community
Corrine Tandy, Deep River-Millersburg

Pauline Reed, English Valley
Mildred Kinzenbaw, HLV Community
Andy Rowe, lowa Valley
Norbert Wenzel, St. John's Lutheran
Robert Van Cleave, Amana Community

1976

1,054
13,400
11

+ 294

140,770
339,591

329
169

11

59
37.

10

STS

Keith Enochson
Vernon Sandersfeld

LARRY BEYER

Dean Border

Bernard Himmelsbach
Gordon McCaw

NEW DISTRICT COOPERATORS FOR 1976

Leroy Bral Bill Zimpleman
lva Lillie Orlo Collingwood
Hugh 0’Meara ~ Mildred Koehn
Ron Gahring Kenneth Davis

Ben Vercande

Harold McClenathan. William Wyant

Dean Eggert Orrin Ward

Joe Wolfer Estella Brimmer

Dick Mouchka Ann Miller

Leo Mckenna . ThomasMcKenna . {
CharlesA. Lortz ~Louis Kaplan ;
Larry Schafbuch Monte Root

Martha Story R.W. Richardson

Michael & Dick Elwood William Blythe

Norman Axmear
Raymond Heitman

7iis Stuart Blythe Ronald Mohr
S Daryl Wagner Richard Wagner .
William Lewis Dave Fetzer
Myron Rathjen Don Gingerich

Mrs. Eugene Peak
John DeSmet
Dean Schropp

Truman Schmidt
Richard Meyer
Gerald Carlson

Robert Walker Ken Boeke
Dwight Gildemeister John Hacker
Dean Wyant John 0'Brien
Gerald & John Greene Leo Haack

Wayne Schafbuch C & M Farms, Inc.
Robert Fant Ed Konicek

Harold Bender

BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS FOR 1976

Dennis Sandersfeld Don O'Brien
Eugene Teggatz David Horras
Glenn White Lyle Root

: Hugh 0’Meara Raymond Heitman

GREG MISBACH Wilfrid Lillis Robert Iburg

_ Commissioner Harold Iburg Estella Brimmer
John Rush Charles A. Lortz
lva Lillie Leo McKenna

R. W. Richardson

Don & Ed O'Brien James Baldwin
Jerald McCaw Kenneth Davis
M. G. Heitman Dick Mouchka
Alma Heitman Leonard Collins
"Mildred Koehn Wayne Meade
William Roemig Orrin Ward
Milton Maack Ronald Mohr

Thomas McKenna
Paul Rudin

Truman Schmidt

Dave Fetzer
C & M Farms, In¢
First Presbyterian Church, Mt. Vernon

BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS
REVISED FOR 1976

I A
Dan Miller, Jr. E. J. Schmuecker
Russell Pence Dairyl Grimm
KEITH ENOCHSON Dwight Slaubaugh Lowell Luhman ' §M
Commissioner Garland Haselhuhn - Mary Slaubaugh
Howard Webb William Blythe
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FINANCIAL REPORT

I-M Budget Receipts Disbursements
Allocation $ 1,475.00
Commissioners Expenses $ 382.30
Office Supplies 457.11
Printing % 253.20
Prizes for Contests 136.98

- Office Expense 206.35

' Meeting Expense ~723.50%,
Total Expended $ 146544
Released e L
11-M Budget § 1,475.00
Allocation $ 9,250.00
Clerical and Technical -$ 8,537.02
Travel 101.08
Equipment Bt o S R L T S T 447.76
Total Expended $°9,085.86
Released 164.14

$79,25000

We wish to thank the following people and businesses for their con- ..
tributions to the financial support of the lowa Soil Conservation District.

Cedar Valley Distributing Co.; Patron’s Mutual Ins.; T.I.P. Rural Elec-
tric Helen Donahoe; Chris Swartzendruber; Harold Sherman; Dick Mou-
chka; Ron Ahrens; Raymond Murphy; Ches Freshour; Rudolph Hagen &
Son; Dan E. Miller, Jr.; Ronald Mohr; Edwin Yoder; Levine Co., Inc.;
Duane Schwarting; Duane Bloome; Marengo Elevator; Millen Sandersfeld;
Elwood Bros.; Delmar & Larry Wetjen; Leo Kelly Co.; Rick Gates;
Donald Baker; Richard Wetjen; Gahring Construction; lowa County Farm
Service; Beyer Farms; Harold Koehn; David Horras; V.R. Points; Roy L.
Yoder; Swartzendruber Lumber; Leonard Thys; Rhinehart’s; David Mc
Cartney; Dietrich Construction; Pauline Lillie; Ralph Leigh; John Maxey;
Amana Society; Lloyd Rank; Funk Seeds International; Citizens State
Bank; Farmers Trust & Savings Bank; Security Savings Bank; lowa
County Savings ‘Bank; Wellman Savings Bank; Farmers Savings Bank, Vic-
tor; Farmers Savings Bank, North English & First Trust & Savings Bank.

Seated L to R: Harry Bryant, District Conservationist and
Lennis Doehrmann, District Clerk. Back Row L to R: Clem
McBride, Technician and Millen Sandersfeld, Conservation
Aide.

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

Contractor-Farmer Meeting held January 8.
Commissioners Meeting held January 13.
Commissioners Short Course at Ames held
on Januarry 20 and 21.

Tree & Wildlife Information Meeting held
February 13. '
Commissioners Meeting held February 17.
lowa ‘Soil Conservation Resource Coordina-
ting Committee Meeting held February 19.

Contribution Letter Mailed.
* Annual Report published March 11 gédition
of the lowa County Advertiser.
Commissioners Meeting held March 16.
Education Committee met March 22.
Regional Commissioners Meeting held at the
Highlander Inn, lowa City on March 24,
Commissioners Dick Mouchka and Fred
White, District Clerk Lennis Doehrmann and !
Elztnct Conservationist Harry Bryant atten-
e

Commissioners Meeting held April 20.
* Tour to pick winners for the lowa Soil Con-
servation Awards Program was held April 21.

Annual Art Contest was held May 7. Winners
were: Seniar Division; 1st. - Darrell Schwar-
ting, 2nd. - Kevin Doehrmann 3rd. - Greg

JJANUARY 5

FEBRUARY *

FRED WHITE

Commissioner

VERNON SANDERFELD

Commissioner

«« MARY WELSH
Assistant Commissioner

DAVID McCARTNEY

Assistant Commissioner

111-M Budget (1975-76)

Allocation $28,000.00

Additional Allocation 4,173.38

Disbursed to Farmers ; $32,173.38

111-M Budget (1976-77) :

Allocation $41,000.00

Additional Allocation $18,800.00

Disbursed to Farmers $48,295.66

Obligated Funds 2,900.00

Unobligated Funds 8,604.34
$59 800,00

Revolving Fund ;

Balanceon Hand 1-01-76 $ 412.92

Receipts - Contributions 1,590.28

Receipts - Reimbursements 1,236.03 ’

Disbursements $ 2952.38

Balance on Hand 12 - 31- 76 287.85

o
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* %
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*

SEPTEMBER *

*

OCTOBER |

*.

*
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NOVEMBER *

* %k

 DECEMBER  *

Gaines; Junior Division: 1st. - Becky Witte,
2nd. - Doug Teggatz, 3rd - Brenda Arp; Ele-
mentary Division: 1st. - Mary Wetjen, 2nd. -
Paul Werner, 3rd. - Warren Jordon.

District Newsletter published May 13 edition
of the lowa County Advertiser.
Commissioners Meeting held May 18.

Mary Welsh was appointed as Assistant Com-
missioner. *

A conservation tour of completed projects in
‘the county was held for the commissioners
and their wives with supper following at the
Landmark Restaurant on June 2.

- Commissioners Meeting held June 15.

Special Commissioners Meeting held July 7
following annual picnic at Lake lowa.

Warm Season Grass Tour to Creston, la. was
held July 15.

The dlstrlct sponsored an air tour July 18.
Commissioners Meeting held July 21.

* Commissioners Meeting held August 17.
“ lowa County Teachers Conservation Work-

shop was held August 25 at Lake lowa.
Conservation Tour for ASCS Committee and
Office Personnel was held August 26.

Training Session held at the Ironmen Inn
was held on September 8. Attending were
District Conservationist Harry Bryant, Tech-
nician Clem McBride and District Clerk. Len-
nis Doehrmann.

Commissioners Meeting held September 21
with election of officers being held. Elected
were: Chairman, Fred White; Vice-Chairman,
Keith Enochson; Secretary-Treasurer, Lennis
Doehrmann.

Fall Teachers Workshop at Camp Ewalu was
held October 3 & 4. Attending from lowa
County was Kathy Stewart, Williamsburg
Elementary School. :
D|strlct Sé:eech and Essay Contest was held
October 6. Winners were: Speech Contest, |
1st. - Lamar Shima, 2nd - Arlin Karsten, 3rd.
Kenneth Ward; Essay Contest: 1st. - Angela
Bendorf, 2nd. - Twinkle Dawson & 3rd. -
Brenda Arp.
Soil'Judging Contest was held October 12 in
Johnson County. Contest was sponsored by
lowa, Johnson & Washington Soil Conserva-
tion Districts.
Commissioners:Meeting held October 19.
Annual Conservation Awards Banquet was
held October 20 at Middle America Restau-
rant. Winners were: New Cooperator Divi-
sion, Kenneth Davis; Owner-Operator Divi-
sion, Russell Pence; Owner-Tenant Division,
F.W. Tomasek-Richard Bean and K-8 Teach-
er Division, Laurenna Hammes.

Regional Commissioners Meeting & Speech
Contest was held at the Highlander Inn,
lowa City November 8. Lamar Shima placed
second in the regional speerh contest.

Special -Commissioners Meeting held Nov.v.
Annual Commissioners & Clerk Conference
was held November 29, 30 & December 1.

Commissioners Meeting and Christmas Party
was held December 16 at the Highlander Inn
lowa City.
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Pasture Trials Will Be Inspected- -

Cattlemen Plan

Season Grass Tour

d by grasses such as blue stem,
nion County Gruzinfg gamma grasses and otpg'l'
itle ranch- native grasses that are be-
ng warm ing reseeded. ;

Plans are complete for a pasture trials conducte

one day bus tour of pasture the Unio
warm ' season association, a cattle

trials of

grasses in Union and Ring- ing operation usi

gold counties Thursday,

July 15, Lowell McKean, Iowa State university Bea- {our, contact one of:these
experimental Jowa County Cattlemen's
farm where latest in warm poard members for tickets
season grass research is on the bus at $10 cach: Ver-
conducted. Time permitl- gil Newkirk, Homestead:
ing, a stop at the Creston Eugene Jacobs, or Mouch-
bull test station will be ka, Marengo: Keith Erb,

,county extension director
said.

The tour is sponsored by
the Iowa County Cattle-
men’s association with
stops planned in coopera-
tion with the soil conserva-
tion and extension serv-
ices. Richard Mouchka,
Marengo cattleman, is
chairman of the tour com-
mittee.

The tour will leave Land-
mark truck stop at 6:30
a.m. July 15. The group will
meet the Union County Cat-
tlemen and tour guides at
the Creston community col-
lege to view the grass plots
on their 240 acre farm.

Other stops will include

season grasses, and the

consfield

made.

An evening meal will be
served by the Union Cattle-
men’s group and program
complete by 8 p.m. to re-
turn to Iowa county.

Mouchka, Cattlemen’s
board director and soil con-
servation district commis-
sioner, said this is a good
opportunity to see first-
hand actual trials and lat-
est research in this field.
Many have asked about
some of these warm season

Gere 1576

Warm

Toreserve a place on this

Wellman:  Norman  Jor-|
dan, Deep River: Mervin
Jack, Vietor; Milford Heit-
man. or Richard Wetjen,
Williamsburg: Wayne!
DeMeulenaere, Hartwick. |

“There are a limited|
number of places avail-
able, so contact them
carly,” :
need reservations by Fri-
day. July 2, so we can plan
additional transportation if

Mouchka said. 1}

necessary.”

lec‘:?ud/},.'\;(flf A (a L
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Conservation Week Will
Stress Land Resources

The wise use of land and
waterresources will be em-
phasized during soil and

' water conservation week in
- Iowa Sept. 12-18. :

“These resources are es-

sential to maintain and en-
and urban
standards of living and to
maintain an adequate food
said Min

" hance rural

supply,””

nomist at Iowa
versity.

Amemiya, extension agro-

State uni-

Soil erosion has been a

big problem the past few

erators.

crop  land he

years, Amemiya said, add-
ing that soil erosion pre-
vention continues to be an’
- important task of farm op-

~ Amemiya said on row

advocates

such practices as contour

farming, strip

cropping,

grassed waterways, diver-
sions, terraces and conser- -
vation tillage systems.

On sloping land too steep
for continuous row crops,

hé encourages

crop rota-

tions or conversion to per-

manent grass
legume cover.

or grass-

Soil movement by wind
also can be a problem,

Amemiya said,

and sug-

gests cropping and tillage
systems that leave the sur-
face rough and ‘protecped.'
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Editorial Page

Tuesday, June 1, 1976

State soil conservation officiagg ;

yielded a bumper crop of excus
when this newspaper began prob-
ing reports of favoritism in the
channeling of government soil
aid matching funds to Iowans.

Why do administrators not
find it disturbing that nearly 10
percent of the federal longterm
soil conservation funds allocated
in Iowa last year went te those
associated with the programs as
employes or county committee-
men? For one thing, the practice
is “perfectly legal”; for another,
such funds are not gobbled up at
the expense of low-income farm-
ers; marginal operators do not
ordinarily apply for soil aid.

If taxpayers deemed those an-
swers acceptable, it is doubtful
that the next round .of soil-aid
queries and responses will evoke
similar satisfaction. The main
question today — following Farm

Editor Swegle’s two-part look in-
to state-financed soil cost-sharing
— is: Should members of the
state conservation commission be

eligible for dollar-for-dollar
matching® soil  conservation
funds?

Here again, explanations are
plentiful. Take the $3,063 grant
received in 1974-75 by Carroll
Hobson, state commissioner and
chairman of the Hardin county
soil conservation district com-
mission. (In the last three years,
two other state commissioners
have received grants totaling
nearly $7,000.) By Hobson’s
reckoning, any of the five “inde-
pendent-minded” county com-
missioners would have rejected
his application for state funds
had they seen anything wrong .
with it. -

Backing Hobson is Gaylord

‘Thayer, Hardin county director

of the federal soil program, who
said Hobson’s sloping land is a
“high priority” area for conserva-
tion. William Greiner, Iowa soil
conservation executive director,
chips in with this support: It
“would be difficult to recruit
highly qualified soil commission-
ers if commissioners were barred
from participating in state or fed-
eral soil cost-sharing programs.”

Now back to Hobson for fur-
ther enlightenment: “. . . We run

................................. .
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into more criticism from some

“‘who say that soil commissioners

_don’t do enough conservation. If
we who are commissioners don’t
apply for these funds, people
won’t believe in the program.”

The situation, as' explained
there, is a classic Hobson’s
choice: Though at liberty to join
or not to join government-backed
soil conservation efforts, the
commissioner has felt compelled
to use his own property to dem-
onstrate his support of the pro-
gram.

The fact remains, however,
that Hobson and fellow state
commissioners Thomas Kenny of
Akron and Donald Johnson of
Fairfield received state aid dur-
ing a period when federal soil
cost-sharing funds were scarce.
Indeed, the state program was in-
novated because of interruptions
in federal participation.

As stressed in this space May
9, soil conservation officials
should -be concerned with how
things look as well as with legali-
ty and handbook procedures.
How the federal and state soil
cost-sharing setup appears under |
the commissioner-eligible format
is startlingly wide-open to favori-
tism.

The thing has a seedy political
complexion, too. The three state
soil conservation commission
members who received state aid
all were appointed by Governor
Ray, a Republican. Democrat
Neel Hill of Webster City, the
soil conservation supervisor who
first complained of apparent -fa-'
voritism, has seen his region of
responsibility shrink - from 11
counties to four (a move his supe-
riors say is coincidental).

Criticism of soil-aid distribu-
tion procedures seem certain to
increase apace with publicity giv-
en them. Imagine, for example,
the reaction of Winneshiek coun-
ty farmers to The Gazette’s reve-
lation that of the $60,000 allocat-
ed for longterm soil conservation
in the last two years, not a penny
went to a fulltime farmer. A
teacher, a banker, ‘a county offi-
cial and a lawyer’s wife were the
beneficiaries there.

How to insure against possible
misuse of soil conservation
grants? Fear of dropouts among
able commissioners notwith-
standing, funds ought not be
made available to those connect-
ed with allocations. Pay them a
fee, plus mileage, for services
and restore the program’s look of
propriety.
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IS WEST VIEW — Contour fields and woodlands mark
this v1ew of southwestern part of Towa county along the

/

[~ The NEWSpapers of lowa County

The Journal-Tribune The Pioneer-Republican
Williamsbgrg Marengo

Section B 1B
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Thursday, July 22, 1976

FORM LAND PATTERNS — A flight conservation tour
Sunday, July 18, taken by 94 Iowa county residents was
sponsored by Soil Conservation service for inspection of
soil erosion efforts established by land owners. Land
" patterns durm%_ oat harvest season offered a pic-
turesque vi ps were 20 mmu»t,e;w:th S hedule 9
a.m. through 230

PRACTICE CONSERVATION — An air tour Sunday of
Towa county was evidence of soil conservation projects
spread out throughout the county. Streams, creeks,

terraces and contour farming in addition to woodlands
form colorful patterns during mid summer. View is
route from Marengo to Millersburg.

: D!VH)ES CQUNTY — Imerstdte 80 “*bird’s eye view of conservatlon pro-

B winds west through Iowa county inthis grams in area. -

g
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Warm Season Grasses

Produces Quality Forage |

A group of 30 Iowa county
cattlemen, ' agri-business
and conservation officials
toured Union and Ringgold
counties warm season
grass plots and pastures
Thursday, July 15.

The group left the Land-
mark bus stop at 6:30 a.m.
and arrived in Creston at
10:30 a.m. to begin tour
planned by Union county
extension service and soil
conservation service.

. Robert Loudon, SCS, ex-
Plained there is over 2,000
acres of warm season grass
pastures being utilized by
cow-cali or yearling opera-
tions in southern Iowa.

Warm season grasses
have a ‘potential of filling
the grazing gap in the July-
August period and produc-

ing” quality forage from
early May until late fall or
early winter, according to
farmers who have success
with programs. Farmers
have been able to do this by
using a combination of cool-
season and warm season
grasses.

Grass species on trial
here are switchgrass, In-
dian grass and big blue-
stem. Of  these the one
showing most promisé is
switchgrass which is most
tolerant in chemical weed
control using Atrozine and
2-4-D. e

Stops were made at
farms with established pas-
tures sinece 1972, with var-
ious chemical controls and
a new seeding being es-
tablished.

A stop at the bull test sta-
tion was of interest to cow-
calf producers where wean-
ed calves were pre-condi-
tioned for feeder buyers.

Weight gains during the
thirty day- period ranged
from 2.2 to 2.8 pounds per
day while the calves were
being processed and start-
ed on feed.

Bulls will be coming in on
test this fall and from many
areas of the country. *

Last pasture stop was at
the Iowa State University
Beaconsfield experimen-
tal farm where the group
' viewed pasture trialsof tre-
| foil, creeping alfalfa, and
other legumes. Also trials
with use of sudan and reed
cgnary grass were discuss-
ed.
In the evening the Union
County, Cattlemen and dis-
trict eommissioners host-
ed the group to a hambur-
ger fry at the Afton Country

club.
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Prizes Are Cash - -

A s O R S RS

Set Conservation

*Soil Conservation - Life-
line to Continued Prosper-.
ity’’ will be the topic forP the
1976 soil conservation
speech contest to be spon-
sored by the Iowa county
soil conservation district.

The contest is open to all
senior high school students
as will as 1976 high school
graduates - that reside in
Iowa county. Contest will
be  held Oct. 6. County
prizes are $15, $10, and $5
for first, second and third
placings. ; :

An essay contest on the
same topic has been added
this year on the county lev-
el for junior high students
who reside in the county.
Each school will be limited
to three essays to be enter-
ed in county competition.
Eachentrant will read their
essay the night of the con-
test. Prizes for this contest
will be $10, $7.50 and $5 for
first, second and third plac-
ings.

The winner of  the local
speech centest will ad-

a2ty

Give Advantages Of
Conservation Tillage

Conservation tillge is
especially important
because of increasing acres
being row. cropped. During
past 35 years, row crop-

_ping has increased at ex-

-

pense of small grains, hay
and pasture crops.

Erosion hazard is in-
creasing because land not
suited to intensive row
cropping is being put to
such use, according to Min
Amemiya, extension agro-
nomist at Iowa State Uni-
versity.

Lack of snow cover last

winter plus heavy spring’

rains caused excessive run-
off and soil erosion on many
1976 corn and soybean
fields. This summer,
drouth was a problem in

e

erosion under intensive row:

cropping. F B

Crop residue léft on the
soil surface helps control
erosion. Amount of crop
residue remaining depends
on type of tool used; ex-
plains Amemiya. Residue
may be completely buried
by moldboard plowing: or
partially incorporated with
a chisel, disk, field cul-
tivator, rotary tiller, or till
planter. Soil may be left in-
tact. with slot planting
technique. <

A rough, mulch-covered
soil surface reduces runoff
and soil erosion. Rough soil
surface” traps water 3
small depressions. Mul¢h
intercepts raindrops and

many parts-of the state.  «‘less runoff, more water.
Weather extremes point take and less soil loss. &

toneed for effective soifand
water conservation. One
way of mini g excess
runoff. and eresion is to

adjust tillage practices.
On level to gentlysloping

land proper choice of till-

age sequences and imple-
ments can control soil
erosion. On steeply sloping
land, conservation tillage

slows water runoff. Therg

On level land subject to
wind erosion, Amemiya
says a rough mulch-
covered soil surface
reduces soil losses by pro-
tecting the surface from
wind action and altering
wind velocity as it blows
over the surface.

Some form of conserva-
tion tillage should be a part

T-16 -26

Theme.
Speech, Essay Contests .

L 3

-

vance to the regional com-
petition which will‘be held
in - November. Regional
contest prizes will consist of
$30, $20 and $15 for first, se-
cond and third placings re-
spectively. One $10 merit
award recipient per region
may be selected at the dis-
cretion of the judges. Aneli-
gible recipient is limited to
an outstanding contestant
who has not entered the
tenth grade by the time of
the regional contest.

The regional and state
levels of the contest are co-
sponsored by the ladies
auxiliary of the Towa
association of soil conser-
vation  district commis-
sioners and the Grinnell
Mutual Reinsurance com-
pany, Grinnell.

The state contest will be
held on Nov. 29, at the an-
nual conference for soil
conservation district com-
missioners in Des Moines.

The state contest will be
held on Nov. 29, at.the
annual conference for soil
conservation district com-

missioners in Des Moines. |

. Thefirst place winner in the
state contest will receive a
$300 collegescholarshipand
$110 in cash. The’second
and third place awards in
the state contest will con-
sist of $85 and $60 in cash re-
spectively.

Anyone interested in en-
tering the speech contest
may obtain contest infor-
mation from the Iowa coun-
ty ~soil conservation dis--
trict office or the nearest
vocational agricultr~

enhances effectiveness of of most Iowa farms, says tom

other soil

ways and

conservation Amemiya. nser
praetices such as contour- tillage will maintain pro-
ing, terracing, gﬁasswaterf ductivity of Iowa soil to

Conservation wide and 50 feet long'a
has already yielded 1,200
pounds of Big Boy toma-
versions meetdemands for croppro- toes,
necessary to control duction, and help keep sed- pounds expected. The
5 : - : 2 e ——— g@cPet is in the way  he
plants them, in 5-foot hi
by about 14” diameter
large-gauge wire racks
anchored to steel posts.
{Each rack has four tomato
iseedlings planted within it.
I- - Ankeny Press-Citizen.

with another 800
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Funds Are Limited- -
Agencies Agree Co n
Practices Should Be Implemented

By Loretta Hanson

Soil conservation mea- percent has a wetness haz- state unit, Bryant and Mc-
sures have been in use for ard, for example river bot- Bride are paid by the Unit-

ject to moderate erosion; 20

unnumbered years to aid in, ton land; 36 percent is sub-

preserving the valuable
and unreplaceable top soil.
In the United States soil
conservation has not been
widely practiced in some
areas — more land was al-
ways available elsewhere.
Now with most of the
arable land under tilliage.
farmers have begun an at-
tempt to save their most
valuable commodity — the
land. They are hampered
by the cost of implement-
ing adequate procedures by
the cost and the lack of
government funds with
‘which to do the work ac-
cording to Carl Lantz and
Harry Bryant, both county
conservation officials.
According to Iowa coun-
ty soil conservationist
Harry Bryant there are
373,760 acres of land in the
county. Of this number 79
percent is crop land; 5 per-

cent is urban, 6 percent is,

pasture and 2 percent is
given over the river and
creek beds, roads, ect.
Over 200,000 of those
acres need treatment to
preserve the soil, accord-
ing to Bryant. Only 10 per-
cent of land in the county
has ‘“‘no real soil erosion
problem,” he said, while 15
percent of it is being used to
grow crops when it is best
suited to permanent cover.
In between 12 percent of
the soil in the county is sub-

ject to severe erosion and 7
percent has the hazard of
very severe erosion.

The cost, Bryant said, to
implement adequate soil -
conservation measures per
acre is about $200; that fi-
gure includes just crop-
land, not pastureland or .
land slated for urban deve-
lopment.

This year $41,000 has
been allocated through the
Soil Conservation Service
(SCS) to 20 Iowa county far-
mers to undertake soil con-
servation projects. The vo-
lume of soil conservation
work is above average in
the county, Bryant thinks,
but noted the funds avail-
able are not sufficient to
take care of the total pro-.
blem.

Office In County

The SCS office in Wil-
liamsburg is a state unit de-
signed to aid state and fe-
deral agencies with soil
conservation. The office,
which includes Lennis
Doehrmann, office assis-
tant, and Clement Mc-
Bride, technician, in addi-

‘tion to Bryant, also does

survey design and certifi-
cation for both the soil con-
servation service and the
agricultural stablization
and conservation commit-
tee office which is also lo-
cated in Williamsburg.

LANTZ IS ASC DIRECTOR — Carl Lantzis thedirector
of the Iowa county agricultural stabilization and con-
servation office in Williamsburg. In addition to the
office’s work with soil conservation they also adminis-
ter disaster relief, work with the civil defense depart-
ment and act to provide information to soil conserva-
tion service and Farmers Home administration.

lowa County Farfmer

i v BV g

Although the SCS is a The SCS, he noted, pro-
vide funds only for per-
manent erosion control de-
ed States department of vices. -
agriculture; while Mrs. Bryant remarked, the
Doehrmann is paid by the SCS is ‘‘interested in gett-
state department of soil ing adequate treatment on
conservation. the ground.”

The soil commissioners The emphasis on what
in the county set the priori- method of soil conservation
ties for conservation work is used changed about five
to be done in the county. or six years ago, he added.
Right now, Bryant re- Previous to that time rota-
marked, the emphasis is on tion of crops was a primary
terraces, control dams, form of erosion control.
windbreaks, grassed Now farmershave begunto
waterways
area seedings.

and critical farm fence row to fence
row, and the SCS has chang-

-— . -l

onservation

ed their emphasis to ter-
racing and, other perma-
nent devices. ‘
Maintain Projects
The SCS program is pri-
marily a cost sharing. SCS
can fund up to 50 percent of

project although with the

demand for the funds this is
not always the case. An
agreement between the far-
mer and the SCS stays with

the farm even though the

farm might be sold. The
farmer also agrees to main-
tain the control devicesior
10 years. Bryant szid he
does check to make sure

SCS funded project are be-
ing maintained. ;

Bryant said additional
funds and additional em-
ployees are needed in the
office if more soil conser-
vation work is going to be
-done. Without more of both,
he added the work-load can- .
‘not be increased.

He is not optimistic about

‘the chances of getting any

more of either.

Iowa-Cedar Basin
The Iowa-Cedar river ba-
sin plan may also make a
difference in the county’s
soil conservation prac-
tices. The plan has as its
goal water that is unpollut-
ed by 1984. 5T

“We’ll never make it
Bryant commented, “k
some progress will
made.”’
Informational §
about the pollution pro:
blems in the county will
held this winter, Bryan
said. In Iowa county one of
the major problems is sedi-
(Continued on page 18) e

t

WORK CONTINUES — Work continues on the Alma servation project involving a large concrete structure-
Heitman farm in Sumner township wherenine area far-. to slow soil erosion.
mers working together are undertaking a large soil con-'
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This year for the first
time the election for soil
conmissioner will be on the
ballot in November.
Richard Mouchka who has
been serving has elected
not to run for another term.

“According to the county
auditor’s office Greg Mis-
bach, rural Marengo, has
filed his nomination pa-
‘pers for the position.. The
filing deadline was Sept. 8.

Fred White, Parnell, is
.the county soil comission-
‘ers chairman. Others are
Keith Enochson, Vernon
Sandersfeld, Larry Beyer
and David McCartney.

~ Bryant.

Agencies- -

(Continued from page 12)|

ment, which is created by
soil erosion, aceordlng to

What is to be done about
it will be decided by county
residents. The river basin
plan calls forlocal people to
decide what the problems
are and how they should be
solved.

The SCS, function, at
first, Bryant remarked,
will be to educate people to

the problems.

WORK AT SCS OFFICE —

Bryant and Lennis Doehr-

Clement McBride, Harry

mann are employed at the|

SCS office in Williams-
burg. Bryant is the soil con-j
servationist and McBride a|
technician. Mrs. Doehr-
mann is the offlce secre-i
tary
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-Fall Harvest!
Soil Conservation
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As we move into the barvest season; it's time not ony to think of this year's
crop, but also of ways to improve your farm and productivity. One way is
through planned and wise conservation practices. Improving your land adds
value to the land and increases your productivity.

Another way is through an lowa County Savings Bank FARM lUAN We've
been making them for many years. We've progressed with agricultural
technology and helped make farming in lowa County what it is today. And we

~ will confinue to provide service to this vital industry. Siup m"“mwnh T

soon.
i lowa County
‘ Savings Bank
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Treat the Good Earth
‘With Care and Reverence

Our very Iffe comes from the land. The food

CONSERVE
YOUR SOIL

GET THE MOST
'FROM YOUR
ACREAGE

we eat...the air we breathe... are gifts
of the good green earth. So are things that
replenish the spirit: the sounds oind the
silences . . . the vistas. .. the sense of space
‘and the order of nature. The land is good

to us. Let's preserve and protect it.

Each depositor insured to 340,000

“The Frlendly Bank”FDI

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

@c[l nJ/u/7 vwa 52361 ' FULL

;' " PHONE 319/668:1010 SERVICE :
BANK

Where happy thmgs happen.
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Approve Patrol Not 0r|g|nally Bid -

~ Board Okays "Amana Streets,

- After two motions that— 740 because of its bigger-cations were changed to—

failed to get seconds, the
county board of super-
visors decided Tuesday to
bu .motor patrol the use

ch will cost $27,370 for
five years.

The machine is a
Champion 740 and will be
bought from Graham
Equipment Company, Des
Moines.

The two. motions that
failed to get seconds con-
cerned buying another
machine, the Champion 720
and calling for re-bids for
the motor patrol.

Supervisor Bernie El-
wood made the motion call-
ing for re-bids. He was con-
cerned that if the super-
visors accepted the
Graham bid, it could be
considered unfair.

Supervisors  originally
had called for bids for a
smaller machine and
engine than that of the 740.
The bids were read Aug. 12.

County Engineer Nord
Sorensen said he looked
into the possibility of buy-
ing the 740 after he deter-
mined that the price to buy
the larger machine would
not be much more than
prices quoted in the bids.

At the Tuesday meeting,
Sorensen said he wou d

recommend the Champion

engine and heavier trans-
mission.

“The 740 is the best value
we could get, even though
the bid was turned in after
all. bidding was done,”
Sorensen said. .

The 740 would cost $4,235
more than the Champion
720 for five years and $1,522
less than an articulated
machine, accordlng to
Sorensen.

Elwood then said he
thought the board should
call for bids again, because
the specifications were
changed.

“We aren’t playing the
game fair-calling for bids
and then later telling them
(the equipment dealers)

ey’re bidding on e

. wrong stuff,” he said.

Chairman Ed Shima
agreed saying, “We’re
changing the rules, but if

we did call for bids again,

they’d bid on the same
machine and the figures
would be about $5,000 more
(than the 740).”

Supervisor Dale May-'

berry said ‘“They’re (the
bidders) going to holler
‘foul ball’ either way, if
they were gomg to holler,
which they won’t do.”

He added if bids were
called again and the specifi-

suit the 740, Champion
could raise the price
geicause no one else would
ic
“I don’t think we’d be
cheating anybody,’”’ Soren-
sen said. ‘‘I'feel 1t's a fairly
decent quotation.”

The motion was made by
Shima to buy the Champion
740 and it passed two w one.
Elwood voted no.

In other action, the board
voted to approve a revised
1976 secondary road bud-
get presented by Sorensen.

Revise Budget

His department neededto in

revise the budget, Soren-
sen said, because $100,000
was added to the budget
from revenue sharing.
Estimated total receipts
are $2,174,530. This is up

from 1975 estimated .

receipts of $1,999,302.42.

Estimated .expenditures
for the year must equal the
total receipts.

Proposed expenditures
for 1976 include $76,000 for
administrative, u? from
$49,990; $90,000 for en-

ineering, up from $89,766;

81,000 for adjusted con-
struction program, up from
$370,488; $650,000 for

maintenance down from

'$683,308; $56,000 for traf-

fice services and. traffic
control, up from $54,214;
$246,700 for new equip-
ment, up from $242,067;
$279000 for eqmpment
operation, down from
$303,326; $187,000 for tool,
material and supply, up
from $84,554; $4,000 for

property and assessments, m

down from $17,054.
Amana Streets
The board drafted a let-

ter to the Amana road com--

mittee saying Sorensen
lans to oil 1,700 feet of
akeside street, 625 feet of
Colonial street and 750 feet
of Manor street in Middle
with bituminous seal coat
and chips.
approximate cost is $3 500.
The letter was in res-
ponse to a meeting two
weeks ago with members of
the Amana street commit-
tee - Don Shoup, Ivan Reih-
mann and Alex Meyer - in
‘which the committee asked
that streets scarified earl-
ier this summer be oiled.

Sorensen told the board,
“Ivery deﬁmtely feel thisis
not right””. .

a letter to Carl Oehl, who
had asked the county to
repair holes in the loop
‘around the post office in
South Amana, noting the
loop was not part of the
county road system.

The board said the county
is responsible for two lanes
into the loop, but not the

oop itself.
The supervisors met with
arry Bryant, county soil

The.

‘on3|ders Space, Budget

conservationist, about
possible uses for iunds ear-:
marked by the 1ederal
government for fighting
non-point pollution. ;

The funds are available
under federal law 208 which

includes the Iowa-Cedar
River basin plan.

Bryant said the guide+
lines on use of the funds are
not yet firm and the exact
amount which will be avail-

-able is not yet known; how-
ever, he added, it can be
used for seeding road dit-
ches and in county-owned
recreation areas for seed-
g. It can’t be used on

private property. '

The board instructed
Sorensen to work with
Bryant in submitting
possible projects for use of
the funds.

The monies will come
through the soil conserva-
tion service and are for 100
percent of the total project,

Consider Space

The supervisors looked
over the upstairs of the
Gode building in Marengo,
Tuesday afternoon as a

possible site for the county

engineer’s office. They
have noted the office needs
approximately 2,000 square
feettohouseall members of
the staff.

Sorensen was instructed
'to begin checking on what
‘work would have to be done
‘at the Gode building if it
.were to be the site of the en-
gineer’s office. The board
noted no decision has been
‘made on where the
‘engineer’s office will be

oved.

The board also decided to
ask the Marengo city coun-
cil for eight reserved park-
ing spaces near the Gode
building for engineering

staft and county residents .

wishing to speak with the’
engineer, should the build-
ing eventually be rented by
the county.

Conroy Paving

The second Conroy pav-
ing project would ' cost
about $64,000 which
includes gradmg and sur-
facing, Sorensen said. He
noted he has met with resi-
dents in Conroy in the
proposed assessment dis-
trict for the paving.

They apparently wish to
go ahead with a paving pro-
ject, paying about 75 per-
cent of the cost of the sur-

The supervisors also sent gty

According to Sorensen,
the first Conroy  assess-'
ment district paid 85 per-
cent of the surtacing cost
and 56 percent of the total
progect cost; the total cost
includes gradmg

He told the board the
second assessment district
is included in the budget
they approved during the
morning session.

(Please turn to page 12)
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“LEAVE IT ON TOP! CROP RESIDUE SAVES SOIL

Here's how much it takes to protect'agail'lst erosion

~ Raindrops from a one-inch rain on one acre of
bare soil produce energy to %2 ton of TNT! Corn-
stalks or crop residue on top the ground soften the
blow, saving soil.

For a good job of erosion control, from both
wind and water, you need at least 3000 |b. of resi-
due per acre. That's about the amount shown at the
right. It cuts soil losses in half, and works even bet-
ber with contouring and terracing.

The ghotos below will give you an idea of what
the various amounts of residue look like. More speci-
fic information on conservation ' tillage in lowa
County, is available at your locallowa County Soil
Conservation District office in Williamsburg, lowa.

i

B

1500 pounds = At least this much residue must be left'to
per acre save soil with conservation tillage.

No residue Conventional plowing leaves little or no
residue on the soil surface.

S TR AR
. Baiban
.*‘;‘ S 3

3000 pounds  This amount of residue cuts soil loss to 5000 pounds  On longer and steeper slopes, more resi-
per acre % that from conventional forms of tillage. i per acre due is needed to control erosion. :

L]

IOWA _COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT NEWSlETTER WILLIAMSBURG, IOWA
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Soil Conservation Speech & Essay Contest To Be Held -

"Soil Conservation -- Lifeliné to Continued Prosperity'" will
be the topic for the 1976 Soil Conservation Speech Contest to
be sponsored by the lowa County Soil Conservation District.
The contest is open to all senior high school students as well as
1976 high school graduates that reside in lowa County. The
contest will be held Oct. 6, 1976. County prizes are $15, $10 &
$5 for first, secohd and third placings.

An essay contest on the same topic has been added this year.
on the county level for junior high students who reside in the
county. Each school will be limited to 3 essays to be entered in
county competition. Each entrant will read their essay the night
of the contest. Prizes for,this tontest will be $10, $7.50 and $5
for first, second and third placings.

The regional and state levels of the contest are co-sponsored
by the Ladies Auxiliary of the lowa Association of Soil Conser-
vation District Commissioners and the Grinnell Mutual Rein-
surance Company, Grinnell, lowa.

The winner of the local speech contest will advance to the
regional competition which will be held in November. Regional
contest prizes will consist of $30, $20°and $15 for first, second,
and third placings respectively. One $10 Merit Award recipient
per region may be selected at the discretion of the judges. An
eligible recipient is limited to an outstanding contestant who has
not entered the tenth ‘grade by the time of the regional
contest. 34

The state contest will be held on Nov. 29,1976, at the An-
nual Conference for Soil Conservation District Commissioners

_in Des Moines, lowa. The first place winner in the state cop-
test will receive a $300 college scholarship and $110 ‘in cash.
The second and third place awards in the state contest will
consist of $85 and $60 in cash respectively.

Anyone interested in entering the 1976 Soil Conservation

_ Speech.Contest may obtain contest information from the lowa
County Sgil Conservation District office or the nearest Voca-

" tional Agriculture Department. The sponsors encourage all
youths, whether rural or urban, to enter this very educational
and rewarding contest.

WILLIAMSBURG — La-"
mar Shima of Marengo won
the Iowa soil conservation
district speech contest held
at Williamsburg Wednesday.

Arlin Karsten of Marengo
won second and Kenneth
Ward of Marengo placed
third.

All three boys attend the
Iowa Valley Community high
school and were coached by
Andy Rowe, their vocational
agricultural instructor.

Joan Welsh and Kathy
Davis, both of Williamsburg,
received fourth and fifth
places respectively. Shima
will represent Iowa county at
the regional speech contest
to be held in November. The
winner .in the regional con-
test will advance to the state

@wwl., 'Q,*M;{M,,ET /6-74
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“Soil Saving Is Tr

n that same basis soil conservation helps

everyone in the present and in the future.
It follows then, that everyone should do his or
her share to save Iowa’s most valyable commodi-

ty 1 the land. Conservationists have repeatedly
said everyone benefits, and everyone should pay

emendous Responsibility

\ 4 \
Soil conservationists have talked for. years «sbe filled with sediméni
about the fact that soil erosion hurfs everyone se
from the landowner down to the child in the scar:
supermarket who dependson the farmer for food. ~good 0
‘ agricu.

1t is the county’s'n
. of food;  povert
I for a living; and an economic sl
ure is our leading export business.

We so often take our soil for granted
~shouldn’t. We have lost half the topsoil in Iowa on

! t ping land. We have only si

eight inches of topsoil left on those lands, an(i(
are losing another inch every 12 years.

unprotected slo

The Cedar Rapids Gazette: Fri, Oct. 8, 1976 7§13

contest to be held November
30 in Des Moines. The topic
of the speech is “Soil Conser-
vation, Lifeline to Continued
Prosperity”.

. Trophies were provided to
the top three winners and the
Iowa soil conservation dis-
trict gave cash prizes of $20,
$15 and $10 for the three top
places.

" The regional and state con-
test is sponsored by the La-
dies ,Auxiliary of the Iowa
Assn. "of Soil Conservation
District Commissioners and
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company. Cash prizes in the
regional and state contest to-
tal $1,230.

A new contest was tried
this year for junior highlevel

43

L T

;epoor watér duality -

ber one pollutant; a
- ‘farmers depend on
ump -

) but we

¢ to
| we

their share for keeping the soil productive.

Iowa is unique in being the only state to provide
state tax money for cost-shaing on soil conserva-
tion, but the tax money alome isn’t enough to
protect all the land needing care to prevent
eroilon. Some of it has to come out of the farmer’s
pocket. {5 Wi ¥

. The state legislature appropriated $4,000,000 to
be spent this year on 50 percent cost-share basis
with landowners. On’ a $3,000 terrace job, for
instance, the farmer would pay $1,500 and the
state would pay an equal amount. :

Since the state cost-share program was in-'

itiated in 1973, $10,500,000 has been appropriated
by the Iowa general assembly for use in conjunc-
tion with the program. =t

Funds are allocated to individual soil conserva-

tion districts on a conservation needs basis, The
Iowa county soil conservation district has receiv- -

ed $173,682 from the program.

These funds are in addition to federal monies
already coming into Iowa through the agriculture
conservation Frogram administered by county
committees of the agriculture stabilization and
conservation service; |

These incentives for soil conservation are
actually a way of having society pay for its share
of the; cost of saving the soil. Itisa ‘‘pay now or pay
later”” situation, and if a “pay later’’ situation
occurs, tke cost may be tremendous.

Can you imagine what it would be like with no
topsoil? That would mean no good lakes - all would

In another generation of farming our topsoil
could be gone from unprotected sloping land.

The county has experienced severe erosion in
the last several years. We would encourage
landowners to take advantage of state and federa]
programs. to save the soil and encourage’the
pro§ram to continue at a faster pace than in the
past. , 1 :

State andfederal incentive programs, however,
are not going to provide the entire solution to the
soil erosion problem. Those farmingthe land have
to have enough pride in'their farm to institute
adequate soil "conservation practices with or
without doses of federal or state aid. -3

What does a farmer have to leave the next
gener_atlon of his family if the soil on the family
arm is gone? There are a number of farms in the
county which were honored this year as having
been in the same family for over 100 years. Will
they endure another 100 years? '

No, not with a topsoil loss of an inch every
twelve years. Practicing soil conservation,

- although it costs money that might well be spent

somewhere else, shows pride in the land and faith
in the future, ;

Our topsoil is a legacy which can only be
preserved with the institution of good soil conser-
vation procedures. It is an irreplaceable legac
and each farm owner and/or operator should,
with a sense of pride, do what he has to do to
preserve his most valuable asset.

Lamar Shima Wins lowa
County Speech Contest

students. Nine junior high
students from Amana Com-
munity, Deep River-Millers-
burg and Williamsburg Com-

~munity schools participated

in tﬁlg‘contest.
This contest was an essay

written on the same subject .

as the s | contest by the
student and. read to the
judges. Each school was lim-

_ited to three entries.

Angela Bendorf, Amana
Community, was awarded
first place. Twinkle Dawson
and Brenda Arp, Williams-
burg Community, received
second and third places re-
spectively.

Other contestants were Ju-
lie .Ohler and Lori Hahn,
Amana Community, Joe
Welsh, Williamsburg Com-
munity, Charlene Colling-
wood, Carol Lacina and War-
ren Jordon of Deep River-
Millersburg.

Prizes of $10, $7.50 and $5
were. given to the top.three-
. places by the Iowa soil con-

servation district.

Judgeg for the contest were
Sam Buck, Farmers Trust &
{ "Savings bank, Corrine Tandy,
| elementary principal of Deep
" River-Millersburg

" school,
and Lowell McKean, lowa

c%u%ty extension director.

; e timer was Betty"
Mouchka of Marengo. Prizes
were presented by Keith En-’

ochson, lowa - county #soil
commissionet. ¢

—
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Four high school students judged soils at the Johnson county fairground in lowa City as a soil
conservation official, Bill Mulder of lowa City, second from right, supervised. The students are, left to
right, John_lvory, 16, of Washington, Polly Autrey, 17, of Tiffin, Andy Stimmel, 17, of Tiffin, and
Duane Hammen, 14, of Washington. The judging took place as part of the annual three-county con-
test sponsored by soil districts in lowa, Johnson, and Washington counties.

Mid-Prairie Again Tops
Soil Judging Event -

IOWA CITY — Two Future Farmers of America (FFA)
teams from Mid-Prairie high school at Wellman again domi-
nated the tricounty soil judging contest held at the Johnson
county fairground here Tuesday afternoon.

Mid-Prairie teams won both the junior and senior divi-
sions of the contest, repeating the school’s win of a year ago
when there was only one division in the contest.

A junior division was added to the contest this year to
attract novice entries, but ironically a first-time competitor,
Duane Hammen of Washington, scored higher in the junior
division than the senior winner, Keith Hotz of Lone Tree.

Hammen scored 269 points while Hotz scored 242
points.

Some 79 members of eight FFA chapters from Iowa,
Johnson and Washington counties competed in the contest.
Competitors were asked to rate soils at three sites and to
complete a written examination. Each section of the contest
took ten minutes to complete.

Members of the first-place senior team from the Mid-
Prairie FFA chapter included: Tim Krabill, Ed Chabal and
John Gent. The second-place senior team from the Keota
FFA chapter included: Nick Weber, Mark Hahn and Kenny
Gretter.

Members of the first-place junior team from Mid-Prai-
rie included: Lyle Stutzman, Joe Griffith and Errol Bontra-
ger. The second-place team from Washington mcluded
Hammen, Ron Fee and Joe Rosien.

Entries in the contest doubled over last year. A total of
26 teams competed in this year’s contest compared with 12
teams a year ago.

Eight of the 10 schools invited to compete in the con-
test sent representatives. Schools represented in the con-
test included: Clear Creek at Tiffin, Benton Community at
Van Horne, Iowa Valley at Marengo, Mid-Prairie at Well-
man, Solon, Keota, Washington and Lone Tree. -

The contest is sponsored by the Iowa, Johnson and
Washington county soil conservation districts.

]Qc, '>/ e 7/5.2,; 2T —(’74(
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‘Nine Comp 'Competej
In Soil
Judging Cuntest

Nine Iowa Valley voca-
tional agriculture students
took part in the Iowa, John-
son and Washmgton
counties soil conservation
judging contest at the John-
son county fairgrounds
Tuesday.

Taking part were Ken-
neth Ward, Joel Smith, Ar-
lin rsten Lamar Shlma
Scott Stanerson, all
juniors; Jerry McKusker,
Tom Peska, Todd Rathjen,
and Reo Straw,
sophomores.

Other activities this week
included the library staff
district convention Tues-
day, junior high football at
Clear Creek on Wednes-
day; varsity football
against English Valleys
there Friday night, district
goys cross country Satur-

ay

Next Monday, Oct. 18,
junior varsity football will ;
meet EV there, while there
will be an invitation Cross
country track meet here
Oct. 19. Junior high foot-
ballers will meet Williams-
burg there Oct. 20.
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Give Tlps For.®
~Fall Tillage

An earlier-than- us_ual

harvest this year means .

farmershave more time for
working their land this fall.
But, Lowell McKean, Iowa
county extension director
warns, fall plowing or disk-
ingencourages soil erosion.
in  Amemiya, exten-
sion .agronomist at Iowa
State university, has sug-
gestions for avoiding po-
tential serious = erosion
problems that can occur
between harvest and the
time next year’s -crop
covers the ground:
Followmg soybeans:
Don’t use a moldboard plow
or disk. Fall disking after

soybeans can cause erosion

as severe as that following
fall moldboard plowing.

If ‘fall tillage is neces-
sary, use a chisel plow.
Leave the soil asrough and
with as much residue on the
surface as possible.

Chisel sloping fields
along the ‘contour of the

land - a chisel operated up-

and-down hill will invite *
severe water erosion be-
cause the furrows left by
the chisel provide channels
for water flow.

If a chisel-type tool is not

available, delay all tillage
until spring. Untilled soy-
bean stubble can control
soil movement. ‘‘There is
little to gain by fall tillage of
soybean ground, but much

erosion,”” Amemiya said.
Following corn: Operate

a chisel or disk so that the

soil is left as rough and with

as much residue on the sur-

face as possible. Work slop-
ing land on the contour.

A disk is not as effective
as a chisel for erosion con-
trol because it buries more
residue. Disking is better
than complete incor-
poration of residue as with
a moldboard plow.

A chisel plow with
straight shanks can leave
as much as 75 percent of the
crop residue on the soil'sur-
face. With curved shovels,
about 50 to 60 percent of the
residue will remain on the
surface.

A disk will leave 25 to 50
percent of the residue on
the surface. All of the resi-
due can be incorporated
‘with a moldboard plow.

o TEST WAS NEW — Junior high
Swents competed in an Iowa county
soil conservation speechcontest Oct.6. = -
Left to rightsare front row Angela
Bendorf, first; Warren Jordan, Carol

neral: Limit fall
moldb%g

rd plowing to fields |

that have little erosion
;:zard Plow the land

ugh, leaving some resi-
due stlckmg out. Make no

further smoothmg
operations.
Plow gently slopmg land

on the contour. Do not mold-
board plow slopes greater
than 5 percent.

When moldboard plow-

ing level to nearly level.

land subject to wind
erosion, leave unplowed

to lose through soil ; strips about 25 feet wide for

every 100 to 125 feet of
‘plowed ground. The un-
| plowed strips will serve as
| windbreaks.
| Don’t moldboard plow
soils low in organic matter
or soils with a high silt con-
tent. These soils tend to run
together and- will require
spring tillage anyway.
Leave sandy soils
untilled in the fall. They are
subject to severe wind
erosion if fall tilled.
Spreads Work Load
The agronomist says that
fall tillage spreads a far-
mer’s work load and per-
mits early spring planting.
Without some fall tillage,-
all field work must be done
in the spring. With some im-
plements and on some soils,

Lacina, Charlene Collingwood, Bren-
da Arp, third; back row Lori Hahn,

Julie Oehler, Joe Welsh and Twmkle
Dawson, second.

fall tillage. car

en up the:
soil and make it more re-
ceptive to fall winter

rains to bmtmp soil
moisture reserves. 5

On heavy-textured and

poorly drained soils, it may

be nearly impossible to
delay all tillage until'spring
and still get the soil in
proper condition for timely
planting. Some fall tillage
is beneficial under those
conditions.

Amemiya reminds far-
mers of the hazards of un-
necessarily exposing soil
over winter to possible
water and wind erosion.
Last season is .a good
example. Lack of snow
cover and high winds
caused much wind erosion
early in 1976.

Most of the blowing soil
came from fields that had
been disked or moldboard
plowed the previous fall,
especnally on land that had
been in soybeans. Follow-
ing that, heavy spring rains
caused water runoff and
soil erosion.

BTOPRNIET .
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Lamar Shima

Wins

Soils Speech Contest

Lamar Shima, winner in
Towa county, Oct. 6, will ad-
vance to the regional Iowa
soil conservation speech
contest in November.

* Shima, an Iowa Valley high

school junior, is the son of
the Edward Shimas.

Arlin Karsten won second
and Kenneth Ward placed
third; they are also VJun-
iors. Andy Rowe, IV voca-
tional agricultural, instruc-
tor, was their coach. '

Joan Welsh and Kathy

Davis received fourth and

fifth places respectively.’
They attend wullamshurg
Community high school.
The winner in the region-'
al contest will advance to
the state contest Nov. 30 in
Des Moines. The topic of the
speech is ‘“‘soil conserva-
tion lifeline to continued

Mutual, Wil-
provided

liamshurg,

,trophles to the top three

winners and the Iowa soil
conservation district gave
cash prizes of $20, $15 and
$10 for the three top places.’

The regional and state
contest is sponsored by the
ladies auxiliary of the Iowa
association of soil conser-
vation district cofnmis-

wil

sioners and Grinnell Mu-
tual reinsurance company.
Cash prizes in the regional
and state contest total
$1,230.

A new contest was held
for jumor high students.
Nine junior high students
from Amana community,
Deep River-Millersburg,
and Williamsburg com-
munity schools participat-
ed. This contest was an
essay written on the same
subject as the speech con-

“test by the student and

read to the judges. Each
school was limited to three
entries.

Angela Bendorf, Amana
community, was awarded
first place. Twinkle Daw-
son and Brenda Arp, Wil-
liamsburg commumty, re-
ceived, second and third
places respectively. Other
contestants were Julie Ohl-
er and Lori Hahn, Amana
community; Joe Welsh,
Williamsburg community;
Charlene Collingwood,
Carol Lacina, and Warren
Jordan, Deep River-Mil-
lersburg

Prizes of $10, $7.50 and $5
were given to the top three
places by the Iowa soil con-
servation district.

Judges for the contest
were Sam Buck, Farmers
Trust and Savmgs bank;
Corrine Tandy, elemen-
ta principal of DR-M
school,. and Lowell
McKean, Iowa county ex-
tension director. Timer was
Betty Mouchka, Marengo.

. Prizes were presented by

Keith' EnOchson Iowa SCD

' commissioner.
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WERE WINNERS — Awards were made last week to 'smn and Russell Pence, Keota, overall conservatxon
those carrying out soil conservation practices on their ~ winner. Group was cited for the practices on their
farms. Left to right are Kenny Davis, Ladora, new co- farms including contour farming, grassed waterways,
operator; Richard Bean, Parnell, tenant, and F.W. terraces, ponds and other erosion control devices.
Tomasek, Grinnell, owner in the owner-tenant divi-

, ”

— /) ¢
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County FB awards plaque at
county conservation banquet

JIowa County Farm Bureau
awarded a plaque to Kenneth
Davis, Ladora, for his conserva-
tion practices on his farm in Pilot
township. This award, presented
by Larry Beyer, Farm Bureau
president, was given Mr. Davis at
the annual conservation awards
banquet on Wednesday evening,
Oct. 20th. The banquet was held
at the Middle America Restaurant
at Williamsburg.

Kenneth Davis farms 185 acres
just north of Lake, lowa. He has a
grain and livestock operation.
Kenneth was the winner of the
new cooperator award. He won
this-award by maintenance of 3.5
acres of grassed waterways and

— Photo by Doris McCartney, North English

Speech Winners

Award winners at the Iowa County Soil Conservation awards banquet

farming on the contour.
P » held on Wednesday, Oct. 20th, shown here are left to right: Mr. and Winners in the east central lowa regional soil conservation speech con-
Some 2,650 feet of tile outlet | Mrs. Kenneth Davis, thhard Bean, Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Tomasek and
1efRs  wert “eonstructedlli’| > Russell Perice. test Monday night at the Highlander in lowa City included this trio of high
year. Another 1,050 feet of tile school teenagers. They are, left to right: Lamar Shima of Marengo, second
watsl tadd;d tt:) Sell'pv?blas fte“:‘;lc.e place; Renie Baker, Muscatine, third place; and Curtis Stutzman, Wellman,
::lvaidf'a f:rmioitlegsltait n(:lst bl: first place. Shima is. the son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Shima, Miss Baker s
a cooperator in the district for less the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Baker, and Stutzman is the son of Mr.
than 2 years. and Mrs. Stanley Stutzman. QOther speech contestants and the counties they
Other awards presented during represented included: Keyin Thompson, Benton county; Tom Pearce, Cedar

z}c:;seif::tg;mwi::: : w(e)Xf ratl; county; Cindi DeCosfer, Poweshiek; Mary Ford, Scott, and Tim Krabill,
Russell Pence, Leota. Owner- Washington.
tenant division winners were F.

W. Tomasek, Grinnell, and

Richard Bean, Parnell. Classroom

teaching award went to Mrs. Don

Hammes, Sigourney, who teaches

in the ‘English Valley School in

North English.
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Terrace construction totals literally went off the chart compiled by the
lowa county soil conservation district office last year, but lowa county farm-
ers-are half way to ldst year's totals in construction that has taken place
since Oct. 1. Here Harry Bryant, right, county soil conservationist, shows
the chart to a soil construction worker, Jim Jones, left, of Williamsburg.
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lowa County Farmers Put

[ £203

In 12 Miles of Terraces -

WILLIAMSBURG — lowa county farmers have bmlt 12
miles of tile-outlet terraces the past two months, and soil
officials expect the county will run out of state cost- sharing
money by the end of December.

~ “We've probably put in more terraces tharf that,” the
district soil conservationist, Harry Bryant of Williamsburg,
added, “but we haven’t had a chance to check other projects
out yet.”

Bryant is concerned that the county will spend $59,000
in state cost-sharing funds in only six months. The state
funds were allocated in July. :

“We've turned down a lot of applications, including
three farmers who were in just before you came,” Bryant
told The Gazette this week.

“I don’t know how much, money we could spend in the
county on erosion control if we had it.”

Bryant told of one Mlllersburg farmer who built 1,300
feet of tile-outlet terraces this year. State funds were availa-
ble to match the money spent by the farmer on the project.

"He wanted to do more, so he’s going ahead on h;.?
own,” Bryant said. “He’s building the terraces with his own
tractor and scraper using our Soil Conservation Service ‘de-
sign work.”

Soil conservation activity picked up in Iowa county on
Oct. 1, as farmers completed their harvesting activity. The
federal government is also beginning its fiscal year Oct. 1.

#  During the past fiscal year, Iowa county farmers built
some 105,000 feet of terraces. Since farmers there have al-
ready built 60,000 feet of terraces, Bryant expects tor top
the 100,000 feet mark by the end of December.

3 lowa county farmers have built eight ponds since Otn

Although Bryant would like to have more state money
available for soil conservation work, federal funds wigl be
released about the first of January, so the soil conservation

- program in Iowa county probably will continue to set rec-

¥

ords next year p
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Soil Project Handles 900 Acres

MARENGO — Raymond Heitman, 44, and his brother,
Wayne, 27, can’t use a ditch as a dividing line for farming
one of the fields owned by their mother, Alma.

" The ditch was closed up as part of a $90,000 soil conser-
vation project being conducted jointly by seven farmers
nine miles south of Marengo.

At one time the ditch was the marshy area of the field,
but now the ditch has been replaced by two lines of 12-inch
tile. The tile on the Heitman place will be connected with
tile lines on the Gordon McCaw, Ronald Mohr, Leroy Bral,
Iva Lillie, and Milton Heitman places.

Eight Miles of Tiles

When completed a year or two from now, the project
will drain a 900-acre watershed and will involve over six
miles of terraces and over eight miles of tile lines.

The project is the largest to date in Iowa county.

Harry Bryant, Iowa county soil district conservationist,
said the project has aroused the mterest of other farmers
downstream.

“They’re talking about closing up the watershed over a
three- or four-mile area towards the county home,” Bryant
explained. “This may be_eight to ten years away, but it
could make the total project one of the largest in the state.”

The two Heitman brothers are sold on the benefits of
the project, although they admitted the conservation work
cost somewhat more than they first expected.

Drained a Trouble Spot

Raymond Heitman pointed to a third of an acre area on
his farm which he said “hasn’t been farmed since I bought
the place in 1970.” Heitman recalled getting a tractor and
dlSk st!k in the area, “and I didn’t think I could ever get it

Most hillsides in the watershed area will be protected
by tile-outlet terraces, which funnel excessive runoff from
the terraces underground through tile lines.

This eliminates the problem of ridging which occurred
in grassed waterways from old-style terraces.

“The grassed waterway was established to replace a
ditch, but, unfortunately, the grass would grow too thick in

. the center of the waterway, and the runoff would create

two ditches down the side,” Bryant explained.
“The farmer would end up with two ditches in place of

”»

one.
Commissioners Cited

The Heitmans said they became interested in the con-
servation project through the contact work done by two Io-
wa county soil commissioners, Fred White and Dick
Mouchka.

The farmers held meetings last winter, and the soil
commissioners helped arrange for state and federal financ-
ing of the project.

“Technically, the project is being financed on a 50-50
basis with farmers assuming half of the cost and the federal
and state funds taking care of the other half,” Bryant said.

“In actuality, the cooperating farmers will be assuming
something like 65 to 70 percent of the cost, because most
farmers want more conservation work done on their farms
than just the group project.”

Reason for Doing Project

One farmer downstream from the Heitman group proj-
ect does his own conservation work. The farmer follows
Soil Conservation Service guidelines, but he pays for the
work done himself with no cost-sharing assistance.

Wayne Heitman had a simple answer to the question of
why participate in such a large group project. Standing on
top of the gravel road in front of the large 25-foot concrete
structure that handles the runoff of all the drainage area,
Heitman looked at the level ground put back in production
by the conservation effort. 19

“That looks beautiful,” Wayne said, “but just look on
the other side of the road where no conservation work has
been done. That’s how our farm looked before the conserva-
tion work was started.”

- The dramatic effects of
a soil conservation project
‘can be shown in two farm
scenes photographed
across the road from each
other. The two Heitman
brothers — Wayne, right,
and Raymond — stand in
front of a new soil erosion
control structure that re-
placed a ditch on their
farm south of Marengo. In
photo at right, the two
brothers stand in a ditch
across a gravel road
where erosion has not
been controlled.
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