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I CONSERVATION 

COMMENTS 
This is the first of what we hope 

to be a continuation of a monthly 
Soil Conservation District report to 
Iowa county residents. · 

Although most of our work is 
with the farmers of Iowa county 
we· encourage rural and urban 
people alike to take an active in· 
terest in conservation. Not only 1 
-conservation of our soil an~ water · ' 
but of our total environment. 

As many of you probably know, 
there has been quite a shake up in 
our office the last month. Charles 
Shirley, the former district con:.: 
servationist here, has been promot­
ed to a similar position at Hamp- 1, 

ton. Rick Cordes began duties here 
March 23 replacing 'Mr. Shirley. 
-Mrs. Judy Carney, our secretary, 1 ' 

and her family has moved to North 
·1 English and has accepted a pos]-

1 

tion with Off, Elwood, and Elwood 
lawyers. Mrs. Lennis Doehrmann 

, has been hired to replace her. if I 
you come in and see several new 
faces, don't leave, you're still in I• 

the right office. . 1 
Ken has <been quite busy the last 

1 few weeks with layout work. It 
l seems when the fields dry out in I' 
the spring, we need about two 
extra men to keep up. Luckily, Wl? 1 
have received some additional part 

1

. 
time help from John Gray. Several 
waterways and diversions have 
been shaped and several thousand I 
feet of tile has been layed since · 
field work began. Some of the com­
pleted jobs include a total of 8950 
feet of diversion terrace on the 
farms of Bob Walker, Max Mark-~1 
well, Wayne Kelly, David Van Dee, ; 
Floyd Smith, Plank Estate, and r 
Charles Shirley. _Hugh O'Meara and 
James (Doc) Garringer have each 11 

built a pond on their farms. 
22,679 feet of tile has been com· I! 

pleted on Fred Blythe, Walter 
Boyd, William Brown, Mervin 
Knock, Harry Haack, and Marvin 
Meyer farms. 

Arnold ·weibert has completed 
one acre of waterway this month. 
Several others are in the process 
of completion. 

In the months to come, we will 
be reporting to you more accomp­
lishments in conservation. 

Anyone who is interested in doing 
some conservation work this year I 
is encouraged to contact the Soilj 
Conservation service as soon as 1 
possible so we can get your name I 
on our schedule. 

As was mentioned earlier, this I 
is our first or at least my firs t 
monthly report. We entitled this 
months report " Comments on Con­
servation. " If anyone has any 
catchy ideas for a new title vve 
would appreciate hearing from you. 

I find the great thing in this 
world is not so much where we 

1 stand as in what directions we are 
1 moving.-Oliver Wendell Holmes . 

'~ .t/A1.1!_ I~ 7 tJ 

The Iowa County Farmer, Vlilliamsb:.lr2. Iowa 

- - _ _ office. 

CONSERVATION THINGS haven't seemed quite 
a.s busy as last month. Once plant- . 

COMlAENJC ing gets underway, our work seems 1 

llfl J to slow down to so~e ex!ent. This I 

-----~-----------~~--......... ________ months completed JObs mclude 8 / 

I 
acres of waterway shaping on the 

GOOD news, as many of you fa rms of P aul Rudin, Vincent I 
know, the Iowa county lake water- Driscoll , Stuar t Blythe , Alfred Wy­
shed has been approved for 80 % ant, Mary Zuber, and Arthur Tib­
cost sharing on conservation prac- ben. A total of 395 acres of con­
tices to control erosion on the up- touring has been newly established 
land and prevent siltation of the on several farms this month. Lynn 
lake. The practices eligible for Po'pham has constructed 3,950 feet 
cost sharing include establishing 1 of terraces on his farm. 8

1
973 fee t : 

permanent vegetative . cover, im- 1 of tile has been reported com-~ 
proving vegetative cover, farm I pleted on the Russell Kinsinger 
ponds, livestock _ watering pipe- J and Bill Brown farms. Bill Keegan ! 

lines, waterways, terraces, ana' I and LeRoy Weiss have each con- 1 
erosion control structures. This js ~tructed a diversion terra-ce on / 
an excellent example of how th~ I their farms for a total of 4,900 feet. 

I federal ·cost sharing program can · · 
1 i help not only the ~arm owners but EFFECTIVE July l, cities and 

i everyone who enJoys the county towns will be included in soil con- . 
jlake. servation districts. The bill signed 
1 i by Gov. Robert _Ray gives urban 

:--' LAST month we told you about property owners the chanc_e _to 
.. I all of the perso~nel cha~ges that vote in the election of ~e district 

1 had taken pla-ce m our office. •Well, commissioners . who direct the 
' there will soon he another change. local soil' conservation activities. 
Ken Christensen, our conserva- Urban residents may also serve 
tion technician, has resigned ef- as commissioners with no more I 
fective July 6. He plans to move than one ·commissioner elected . 
to Anita, Iowa and sell real estate. per voting pre-cinct. Until recently, 
We all hate to see Ken leave but the election was restricted to 
wish him good luck. As of yet rural residents. This bill recog­
there is no one to replace him. .

1

l nizes erosi_on in housing develop-
ments, cHong streets and highways, 

THE iowa- County Soil Conserva- and other proble~ areas. which 
tion district held their conserva-~· may need . tecltmcal ~ssistance 
tion Art contest May 27 at Parnell . . , !rom the Soli Conservation Serv­
Jim Thys, Charlene Aurich, and 11ce. 
Becky Dietze were first, second . 

1 and third place winners . on t~e WIDLE the farm_er hold: title to l 
hiah school level and Conme Drts- the land, actually, 1t belo!l~s. to _all

1 coil, . Tom . Spratt, and Liz Collier ~he people <because . CIVIlization 1 
were first, second and third place Itself rests on the SOIL-Thomas j 
winners on tbe elementary lev.el. Jefferson. 

1 Our congratulations. go to t~ese i 
winners. We ·appreciate the time 
and effort of the other students 
who participated in tl.le ·contest. ; 
The winning entries are on displpy 1 
at the Boil Conserv~tion : serv~ce 1 

I -.:J'"'7~~ ~~() 

! CONSERVATION . 
I CO~iMENTS 
I Register anrl Tribune Contest 
/ District winners of the Des 
1 Moines Regis ter and Tribune con­
. test were chosen by the district 
commission ers this past month. 

' They are Kerineth Dawson, long 
time district cooperator; Jay Roller 
and Norman King, owner-tenant 
division, and Robert Durr, new co­
operator. · 

Mrs . Ford. H-L-V. Stacy Howell , 
Amana , aBd Harold Bezoni. Wii- • 
liamsburg, were nominated for the · 
conservation teacher avrard. Har-

J old Bezoni was the county winner. 
The winners will advance to the 

regional contest where they will 
again be judged. The regional 
winners will then compete on the 
state leveL · 

Enviro~mental Action Guide . 
A recent newsletter froin the ; 

• '
1 National Association of Conserva- · 
,, tion · districts · gave suggestions 
aimed at improving environmental 

'
1 problems. Some people are not..l 
aware of the services their looa1 1· 
Soil Conservation distr{ct can pr()_~- ~ 

II vide: This is a !is! of a . few s~g-
, g~shons_ for ~chon ~hat yqur. dis-

1 tnct can provide assistance with:" 1 
1. It you own a far~. forest land, I 

'
1 or other large property, ask your 
conservation distri-ct for a conser­
vatio-n plan. There is no charge. If I 

•I you live in town and have conser-
vation problems· on your lot, call 
vour district for information on r 

,1 how to solve them. 
2. Become familiar with the re- I 

source inventories prepared by ! 
-vour conservation district such as r 

•I the county soil · survey, land capa- 1 
bilitv interpretations , conservation ' 
needs inventory, district long-range l 

plan, and watershed plans. Stu-dy i 
them. in class and in community J 

meetmgs. 1 

3. Ask your district to organize ! 
a tour covering -local environ- , 

il mental problems and conservation : 
progress for your P.T.A. , service ' 
club, school class, or other group. 

4. Schedule a program on conser­
vation and the environment !it 
meetings of the organizations to 
which you belong. 

5. Make sure large public instal- ' 
!lations have conservation plans 
and are using them. -

6. Adopt a stream in cooperation 
with the district and work to elimi­
nate pollution in the entire water­
shed. 

7. Assist the conservation district 
in sponsoring Soil Stewardship 
Week each year. Booklets, church 
programs, place mats, posters, and 
other materials are available. 

. 8. Study the problem of sediment 
~ I pollution in the dist_rict. Find out. 
1 how soil eroded from' suburban 

construction areas, new highways, · 
building sites, and farm lands i~ 
damaging water supplies. Encour~ 
age county · and municipal govern­
ments to adopt sediment control 
programs in cooperation with the 

1 conservation district. 

I 
These are a few of the things we 

r can do to improve the communities 
in which we live. . 

'I "When the soil is gone, men must 
go, and the process does not take 

j long. "___,Theodore Roosevelt. 

·,) 
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nCOtfSfRVAfiON kl cONSEiiVATION"1 ~ COiRVAliOtt ,y 
: _ COMMENTS 1 COMMENTS . . . COMMENTS . ; 1 

I YOUR Soil Conservation office is -;.:;;;.T forget the Sept .. 15 dea~· ~THE . Fall worksh~p conferen~e I 
on~e agam fully staffe~. Clem Me- line on waterways. The bh!lg ~oos : for conservation educatiOn fo .. r 

1 
Bn de from .Poweshtek county not have to be done ~t .this time , ; elassroom teachers was at the 4-•li 
st~rted work ~I_th us Aug. ~· Clem however, it is better 1f It can be. 1 camp near. Luther on Oct. _2 and '.IJ. : 
vvi ll be replacmg Ken Chnstensen We realize this pressures the co':l- I The conference is held to help tea- l 
who left in Ju~y. Now that there ~re tractors and l~nd owner~ at thts 

1 

chers · present cons~rvation in in· 
two of us agam, we hope to be able time . of year smce there IS such a teresting and meanmgful w.ays to 
to keep up with the farmers and short time between oat harvest ~nd . i students at all age levels. There 
contractors . the 15th. The reason for . settmg 1 were three teachers from Iowa 

WORK has started at the Lake this deadline is to allow .time for 
1 

1 county who at«:nded .wit~ the lo~al 
low_ a watershed . Wayne M~yer. has j seeding to hec_~me established be- I Soil ConservatiOn dtstnct paymg 
completed 1,821 feet of tile mlet fore wih'ter. Without a~quate ve- \ the expenses at the conference. 
terraces and Fred Bott !ha~ ,com- getation cove~. On the . waterway_~ 

1 

pleted a farm pond. Lloyd ~Iebold, I the spring rams are very damag THIS year's theme was "Resour-
Larry and ~larence Davis ~n~ ing . , ces.-Respect-Responsibility :-Three 
Cecil Gorsh wtll start constructwnl --- r, More R's". The training mcluded 

BE watchingthe Wallaces Farm- I :ideas on how to plan and con~uct 1: 
soon. 

HAROLD Sherman, chairman of 
the Iowa County Soil Conservation I 
District was chosen outstanding \ 
district commissioner for Region 7. 
Harold won over several other en- ~ 
trants. Our congratulations go to 
!Harold. · 

PRESIDENT Nixon declared 1 

July 19-25 as farm safety week. I 
Agriculture ranks second to the 
construction industry in accidental 
deaths. Most accidents are pre~ 
ventable . Review your family ac:­
tivities at work, in the home, at 
·recreation, and on the highway. Be 
constantly aware of the potential · 
dangers around you and your chil­
dren. 

FALL is just around the corner 
·and the Sept. 15 deadline for water­
ways shaped should contact the 
Soil Conservation Service and a I 

f. contractor as soon as possi?le . _ . 

er magazine. there will be an ~r- ' field trips, studies on . pollution, 
·ticle on Harold Sherma_n,. chair- plant ecology, geolo~~ wtth demon: 
man of our district ~ommtsswne~s , strations and . exh1b1ts. Sp~akers 
as outstanding regwnal. commts- were Frank Miller,. cartoomst ~or 
sioner in this area. I might men- the Register and Tr!bune, the w.m-
tion the names of our other co~- ner of the State S01l Conservation 
missioners of Iowa c?unty at this Speech contest, and Bob Russell of, 
time They are Dtck Muchka, the Iowa Izaack Walton league. 1 

Mar~ngo ; Fred White , Parnell ; _ _ _ 1 

Vernon Sandersfeld, Hom~stead; CONSERVATION workbook. s 
and Don_ Eash , Parnell. Davtd Me- were provided to each school m . 
Cartney, Millersburg an.d Carl Sel- . the count~ that r.equested them. 
by Parnell, are our assistant com- i The distnct provided the county 
missioners. If you have . a problem . schools wih 549 workbooks for each 
or would like information cnncern~ sixth grade. The workbooks were 
ing conservation, any one of these 1 written b_y the Palo Alt~ Conserva-
men would be glad to help. ' tion Education committee from 

- Palo Alto comity as a tool to help 
JULY 1 started a new year for ~ 

us with several farmers .completing 
various practices over the county. 1 
A total of 107,628 feet of tile has 
been layed on various farms over 
the county since July 1. 11.9 acres 
of waterways have been shaped on 
the farms of Rudy Schroeder, Den­
nis Berger, Don DeRyke, Robert 
Walker, Dan Miller, ·L<m Jennings, 
Edwin Koehn, Ronqld .Herdliska, 
Art Von Ahsen, and Duane Sch­
warting. Charles }Juber, Wayne 
Meyer, and Charles· Shirley con­
structed 2,850 feet of diversion ter-· 
ra·ces on their farms. Fred Bott 
and Mrs. G. 0. Jones each built a 
pond. Duane Sc.h-warting alsQ - in­
stalled a larger structure on his 
far m. , 

SEVE1RAL others have complet­
ed work, however, ·we ha,ven't given 
them the final check so -they have ­

. n't been r eported as completed. 

" WE are all manufa·cture~s , \ 
. making goods, making trouble, or 1 

;making _excuses. " I 

1 

Iowa teachers cover the field of I 

conservaion in the classroom. 

THE 24th annual conference of 
the Iowa Soil Conservation district 
commissioners was held in Water-· 
loo on Sept. 13-15. About 500 com .. 
missioners, district clerks, SCS per­
sonnel and other conservationists 
attended. Those attending from 
Iowa county were Mr. and Mrs. 
David McCartney, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Sherman, Mr. a.nd Mrs. 
Fred White , and Rick Cordes . Har­
old Sherman was presented an 
award as outstanding district com­
missioner of Region 7. Harold also : 
accepted for the district a 25 year 
certificate. · 

"CHARACTER" is property-it 
: is the noblest of p-ossessions." 

Y/.~.J - 1 9.i;;-­
· · Conservation 

Comments ·· I 
OCTOBER was a little slciw in 

way of conservation accomplish- · 
ments . Several projects have been 
re ady to go' .hut haven' t been start-
ed due to the rainy weather. I 

-- I 
\THOSE who have completed ' 

some major practices this month ! 

include Dean Jacobs, farm pond; I 
Byron Goldthwaite, Chris Kelting · 
Estate, Ray Murphy, Fergus Flan­
agan, LaVerne Wieskoph, Gilbert 
Von Ahsen, Hilbert Schwarting, 
Virgil Koehn, Leo Jacobi, Carl 
Lantz , Eugene McMenomy, James 
Welsh, R,alph Wagner, Milton 1 

Maack, and John Welsh have com- 1 

pleted 18.7 acres of waterways; / 
Gilbert Von Ahsen and F . E. ~yle 

' have each installed an erosion 

I control structure. This !ffiakes a 
total .of 9,077 feet of diversion ter-

1 races, 5 farm ponds, 4 erosion 
r control structures, 66.4 a-cres of 
waterways, 1,821 feet of parallel I 
terraces, and 235,590 £eet of tile I 
since July 1. l 

J THE districts Award . Banquet 1
1 was held Oct. 21 to honor the Des 

Moines Register and Tribune con- I 
servation winners of Iowa~ county. 
Jay Roller and Norman King, 

1 Kenneth Dawson, Robert Durr, I 

I 
and Harold Bezoni each received I 
a plaque for their outstanding j 
work in conservation. Robert Durr 

I 
was also chosep Regional Winner j 
in the new cooperator division. He 

l
and his wife · will be honored at · 
the Regional Awards banquet in 1 

December. ' I 
IT has co.me ~ur attention I 

that many farm owners are not I 
I 
a wary of one of the services which , · 
we prt;>vid,e. This is a conservation 
farm plan. This consists of sign-! 

I 
ing a cooperative agreement with 

, the Soil Cons·ervation ·nistric't in- 1 

dicating a desire to conserve the 
1 soil and water on your farm. The 
l plan contains areial photographs 
; of the farm with the recommend-
ed field division and cropping sy­
stems indicated. A soils map of the 
soil types and description of each 
soil and its capabilities is also in· 'l1 

eluded. Along with the :maps a 1 

conservation plan is written to set · 
forth a logical sequen~.e for the 
application of conservation prac­
tices. Upon completion of the 
plan, the land owner will retain a 
, copy for his files and one will also 
:be kept in the SCS office. Anyone 1 

1 des iring a conservation plan or I 
more information concerning one 
is encouraged to stop in the SCS 
office. 1 

I --- I 

l 
'l'HE highest reward for a man's I 

toil is not what he gets for it, .but \ 
1 r ather what he- becomes by it." 

----- - --- - -
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1 

• , , . .. ed ·as s oon as possible. A few 
1 in~ about y~ur conser~ation pla~s ' plan, a~~ .most impo'rtant, is the 

I CONSERVATION minutes spent doing this may elim~ ~or the ~ommg y~ar. May,be you d responsibility of the fa rmer. We 

Co. NSER'VATION 1 ~ • • . · inate ·· many costly hours needed to ~· hke t.o .fill that ditch you ve been can sp.en<:I hours deye~o~ing a con-
. . clear ·a clogged pipe. farmmg aro';lnd for the past sev- ser vatwn plan but If It IS not used 

L • , : eral years , fu;1ally do a little con- or developed it is a waste of time. 

COMMENTS 
touring you've been thinking about 

COMME
~~~s MUS,KRATS can •use severe trying, or construct some terraces . . 1:, damage to the earth fill. When- to stop the silt that has been col- THI~ Is meant .to be your plan 

-- ever muskrat activity is found, l' lecting along your fence at the bot- and not ours. It .Is a long range 
1 CARING· for a farm pond is steps should be taken to discour- tom of the slope. Possibly you'd plan thro~gh w~1ch we hope the 

LAND owner s who have .applied :much like caring for the home. It age them. like to provide water to the live- fa~mer Will ?lbm~tely have the 
for governme~t cost s.harmg for takes continual care and mainten- stock by building a farm pond. sOil and water o~(; ~Is farm cont~ol-
1970 conservatiOn. pract.Ices should ance to keep a pond in to condi- WHATEVER t f . t - Whatever your needs or plans, led by accompll~?mg one. thmg 
start work on their proje:::ts before tion P . d d ~pe d 0 m_~n :: stop at your local Soil Conserva each year or as time and fmances 
the end of the year .. Any project · 1 • r~~~ I~ ~lee ce ' or t~s sab·' t · ~ tion Service office for technicai permit. 
that has not been started by then · 01 onser.va wn . IS riC advise or assistance 
will be cancelled and a new appli- RICHARD J . . Cordes, district will be glad to give assistance. · 

!cation will ha ve to be made in conservationist, Iowa County Soil Contact them early for work to be . 
19ii'l. Conservation district, says a pond I done next year. 1\-~UCH. of O';Ir time from now 
·• should be inspected frequently. . until s~rmg 1s concentrated on 

. . IOWA county land owners desir- developmg conservation farm plans 
. ~LTHOU~H we. ~refer to see I 

1 
, mg to plant any t_rees next s-pring with Iowa county farmers. This Is 

spn~g plowmg on :lull ground we SOME of the ~roblems. to l.ooK should make their order out by one of the services we provide 
realize that many farmers will be for are wave actwn, eroswn, hve- February to assure delivery of the ~land owners in the county 
plowing this fall if the weather I stock damage, rodent damage. 

1 

species preferred. . • · 
h::>lds out. If you are planning on ., d~bris around the inlet, and unde- I ·--- • . 
fall plowing, contact the SCS for · s1rable tree growth. Prompt action l mERE are various seedling I . ALL of us believe m conserva-

SPECIFIC discussion topics will 
include analyses of the 1970 Iowa 
crop seasons, conservation-related 
legislative issues, conservation in 
urban areas, and mass communica­
tions and agriculture. 

Tms year's short course will 
emphasize grass-land agricult1,!re, 
resource development, educ<l(tion 
for resource conservati'on, and en­
vironmental concerns . ,assistance in laying out contours I when-any of these hazards are no- species of evergreens and de-cidu- bon or at least. most of us; how-

on str~ps. On a. given .rotation and tic.ed may avoid costly major re- I ous trees available from the state ~ver, we sometimes forget to look 
slope, contourmg w1ll decrease . pa1r later. I forest nursery at Ames for a mini- ~ our own back yard and ask, 
soil loss by one-half. Strip crop- \ ___ mal cost. 'Yhat can I do to conserve the THE annual short course is an 
ping. is tw~ce as effective as con- WAVE action and other erosion A MINIMUM of 500 plants may sml and water on m~ farm~" Did educ_ational. program aimed at 
tourmg. With land prices as they arotmd a pond can usually be con- b.e ordered with a minimum of 250 y~u know th_at on a given soli type helpmg soil conservation district 
are, that's money washing down trolled by vegetation such as plants per species. 'fihe exception ~Ith a. 4% field slope 200 feet Ion~ commissioners in thei'r effort to 
Lhose slopes. \ Reed's canary grass if establish- to. t~is 1s black walnut with a you will? lose 34·6 to~s of. t?psotl conserve the natural resources of 

1' ed soon enough. If this type of m1mmum of 50 and a maximum per acre· By contourmg, It Is re- the state. 
· . · · · damage is not re aired uickl a of 1500 species duced to 17.3 tons per acre and by i - ------------ - -

IOWA county farmers desinng. . P d q Y • · strip cropping i't is reduced to 8 6 II THE Iowa soil conservation dis-
to stock the ir farm ponds with fish more expensive reme Y such as · · t · Wh n · 1 t t · t · t · · · h · · h ld k th · · . ripa por rock fill is needed A special wildlife packet is avail- ons per acre. en 1 e me er- nc comm1sswners w1ll hold t elf' 
s . ou_ rna e eir application · able which contains 250 plants in- ~aces ~re constructed the soil loss 26th annual short course on the 
Wlthm ~h~ . . ,nextt~.?uple _month~ to LIVESTOCK can severely dam eluding 50 evercrreens S(} ninebark Is considered to be less than 1 ton I Iowa State university campus 
~1sure le lVtery d IS commg sprmg . . acre the grass cover on an ear.th 25 honeysuckl: 50 'dogwood 2S per acre. ~~These figures are ba~- 1 January 19 and 20. 

anne ca an bass are the spe- f.o
1 

d . . lffl ' d ' ed on contmuous follow and a s01l i 
cies available Appli'cati'on forms Il am oy overgrazmg. Often, the mu 1 ora rose, an 50 other t 'd d t ' · h 11 · 1 h th h pl t b f' · 1 t 'ldlif ill ype cons1 ere o ave an a ow-
are available at the Soil Conserva- us grow on t e dam makes ex- • an .s ene ICia. o WI e. u- bl 1 f 3-4 t f '1 
tion Service office cellent pasture and grazing helps stratlve suggestions for odd areas a e oss 

0 
) ons 

0 
sm per 

. · control weed and tree growth if and farm pond plantings will be acre per year . 

. · . parcticed in modeation. Mowing fu_rni~hed with each order. The , . 
WHEN we get th1~ close to the the area around a pond also dis-\ wildlife packet may be ordered MANY. people don t realize how 

end of the year, ea~~ month shows couages weeds and trees and pro-
1 
~ithout meeting the 500 plant mini· much soll they are losing until 

a few less .accomplishments than i motes a dense sod. Periodic fertal- \mum. · t~ey have dev~loped a conserva-
the mont~ before. M_uch of our I ization will encourage a lush grass bon plan helpmg them to better 
conseryat10n work this month has cqver aroWld the pond. ORDER forms for the trees may . understa~d the needs and potential 
been m the way of starting the . be obtained from the conservation of the soils on their farm. 
practic~s befo~e D~c. 31 rather ~ THE roots of water-loving trees off~cer, Soil Conservation service ' . . . 
tha~ with the m~entlon of · com- t' can c ause damage to structure office, c~unty extension director, TH~ .o~Jecbve ~f conservation , 
pl~ting the~. Th1s months accom- drainage systems· and spillways. or the ASCS office. \pl~nnmg IS the attamment of sowtd 1 

phshments mclude: Farm ponds: All woody growth should be con- ~oil, water, and plant use. The j·· 
Gerald Maas,. G.ingerich Brothers, trolled for a distance of 30 feet WE are now star; ing a new year, conserva~ion ~l~nning :process is : 

I 
and. Lloyd ~ilkmgton; 62,602 feet ' from ~he toe of the fill or any of we ?ope everyone had a Merry ystemabc ~ec1s1on ma~ng, based I 

of tile was mstalled; 6.1 acres of the spillways. , Chnstmas and will have a pleasant pon a logical evaluatiOn of the 
, waterways were completed 

0 
- \' new year. lternatives for l~nd use and treat- 1 

I 
Carroll _Shaul,.,.,. Dav.id Williams, ANY debris l_eft near the spill- ; . , ~nt. It must m~olve a careful i 
Herb. M1ller, 1i ran cis Lyle,. anc( way after a ram should be remov- i TIUS Is the time to start think- mventory of the sml.and water re- ~ 

~ ~ervm Jack farms; 2.350 feel u~ - - ·----:.: . .. • ·... . sources to -determine the best ! 
j diversion terraces were construct- · , I practices from a conservation and 

I 
e.d on Maurice Hartz, Blanche ' economic viewpoint. 
Peterson and Leonard Di~trich · I farms. . THE conservation plan will in-

1 

____ . . elude a soils inventory and capa-

GOOD depends not on things but 
1 

bi~ity map. This includes !ill of the 

i
on the use we mak f th' , sOils on the farm an~ therr recom-

:e ~.o mgs:.. mended use. An aenal photograph 
of the farm with the field divi-

1 

sions, field numbers and approxi­
' mate acres in each is included. 
Each field will have .indicated the 
proper land use. 

HOW do you get a conservation 
plan? First you sign a coopera­
tive agreement with the Soil Con­
servation District indicating your 
desire to conserve the soil and wa­
ter on your farm. Then we order 

1 

the aerial photos of your farm. 
When we receive the photographs, 

' w~ discuss with you your cropping 
rotations, field boundaries and 

1 planned conservation practices. _; 
I This information is written up ~ ·, 
along with any recommendations 1 

we may have. When it is complet- . 
ed, a copy is .given to the landown- 1 

I er and operator, if it is a rental 
farm, and we keep a copy in our 

1 
files. If the plan is outdated in a 

1 
few years, it is then revised. 

I ---1 THE last step in developing a • ..~ 



1 Febr uai:y,- 1~ ~~~~~~~~~~~ 
-1 the rur~l area~. Soil sediments are I and beautify the countryside. customers stop to use your land I\ 7-.dvut..a~£ .l fj't j , 

C t• I the mam earner s of phosphorus -. . ? · - 1 • ' c r • onse~rva I On and nitrogen into surface waters. Th~ economiC v~lue. You m J:ght to ouy livestock or to harve·St your onservatlon 
1 On gently sloping land with no con- pr~v;de good h~ntm~ or ca.mpir:g, c~ops, your . well-kept lan~.s and . 

C t ! ser vation practices a pound of wh1cn could brmg .m o1--ut s1d~ m- fa.n ;1st;ad . Will b:. an attractJ~n. ommen s ) phosphorus lost from every acre ~om:: ~r, cran undistur.Jed .~. arm Tnat s ~he positn~e economl~S of I c -. f 
- I can pollute the surface water. The :ore::. L Wl~l bet a chance to develop conse~vatwn fa~nu~g . There s a i ommen s 

1 best way to prevent this kind of mto profitable forest products. negative economic side, of course. 
\ ONE of the big national concerns water contamination is to practice 5. Improve the total appea1·ance For examp~e, it t akes extra money -·~-~--..--._....~---~-
of agriculture today is environ- good conservation methods. of your farm through good conser- to build a manure holding pit, to · Three Iowa county commission­

ers , Harold Sherman, Don Eash , 
Fred White, and Conservation 
Technician, Clem M·cBride , attend­
ed the Commissioners Short Course 
at Ames Jan. 19. 

mental quality or pollution control. Stop stream pollution through vation practices. Thi::; final point terrace a sloping field, to build a 
T?e total effort to clean up the en- better soil saving methods, and at may seem to have only psychologi- dam across a gully or to r eplace 
vironment may have convinced'~ the same time you wil be doing cal value to you as an owner or a faulty well . But some of these 

I you that something has to be done j a better job of managing your manager. But the fact is that the costs ar e already being at least 
at any cost. But did you ever think , iand. conservation farm has an overall partially subsidized by gove~nment 
that it might have some economic j 2. Don't spread manure on froz- higher value than the farm where cost-shar ing under the federal 
benefit s to you as an individl,l.al? j en sloping land; Manure spread conser vation is not practiced. Rural Environmental Assistance 

Think about it a little, and you j daily on frozen !ields can result in Good practices increase produc- Program '( REAP) . 
I probably will agree that the con- 1 loss of two to flve pounds of phos- t ivity ·of every acre. The same And though some conservation 
servation minded farmer is often I phorus and up to 20 pounds of nitro- amount" of land can carry more practices may cost money in the 
the prosperous farmer, while the · gen per acre washed i~to the livestock and support more people. short run, they will make money 

1 man. with less concern for the coun- l the stre.ams; farm ponds and lakes . If you are in _the b:.lsin2s3 . wh.:re for you over a f. 2riod of years . 
I trys1de can be the man who is los- I where It causes weeds and algae r 
ing money because he is wastina to thrive and pollute the water . · 
and despoiling the land. <=> Manure itself has value , and a ' 

Here 's a list of farming practices ~0 acre field could lose 100 pounds 
that will improve the environment of phosphorus and 400 pounds of 
and at the same time iead to more l notrogen wor th $40. It makes sense 
profitable farming. Let' s look at i to prevent water po_llution and put 
the conservation and economic I' a few more dollars m your pocket. 
value of each of them. , 3. Don't overuse nitrogen ferti~ 

1. Prevent soil erosion on your I lizer. Because -nitrogen is relative­
farm. The sheer physical loss of . ly cheap, ma.ny farmers "pour it 
soil in windstor ms or hard rains on" to .get a bigger crop. The crop 
is well known. In the humid re- can only use a certain amount, and ' 
gions of the United States some the excess _ ~sually ends up in the 
soils have lost six inches of top- groundwater , lakes, ponds or 
soil in their fir st 100 years of crop- streams. 
ping. In the . " dustbowl" of the If you apply 300 pounds of nitro-
30's, whole farrris blew away on the gen per acre. and tak_e off only 150 
strong, dry winds . · I pounds of mtrogen 1r: your corn 
. The U.S. Soil Conservation serv- 1 crop, 150 pounds oef n~trogen g? to 
1ce waged an effective campaign . waste. On a 20-acre ~Ield, that s a 
for erosion control in the 30's 40's I ton and a half of- mtrogen worth 
and 50's, and many farmers h~aled I $2~. Doesn't it seem to be good 
the scars .of erosion and were able lbusmess t? save yourself so~e 
to again make a living from their money while you are also keepmg 
Jand. the environment clean? 

Today, farmers are being told I 4. Leave some land in the wild 
that soil sedimentation is our state. H~dge ~ows, marshes or . 
worst environmental problems in 1 woodlots m their natural state en-

! hance the environment for wil.dli;fe 

April, 1971 

I 
\ CONSERVAT!ON 
I -CO~iME :~TS ,. I 
- I 
I IN the Latest issue of !the Sue- ~ 
•cessful Fa['misng magazine >ther e ~ 
I is ;an article telling the importance 
: of topsoil depth. A ·compci[-ison 
was made on two soils with the 
s1ame conditions except for topsoil 
depth ; one soil 8~ 10" deep, the 

·.other 18-20" deep. Over 1a six year 
period, the deep soil aveooged 23 
bushels .per acre more than the 
normal !SOiL During the dry sea- . 
~sons, l yields were consistently bet- , 
ter in the de-eper soil. 

WITH spring coming on and the : 
field work begins, why not try , 
.some •contouring or contour &trip- I' 

cropp~ng. On a given slope, rota- .· 
rbion contouring reduces your soil ! 
loss of 50% and strip cropping 
reduces it by 75%. That is "poten­
tial profit. " 

MARCH and .A!pril is also a good 
~time to •be planting a farmstead 
windbreak or other trees and 
shrubs for wildLife. Windbreaks · 
can reduce 1these cold north winds 
protect your 'house and livestock ; 
·protect farm yards :£rom drifting 
snow, provide ·protection for wild- : 
life ~and greatly i1~nprove t he al"- 1\ 

p·eaNnce of a farmstead. 
' ! 

COST sharing lor these conser- l 
v.ation practices is ·aJVai1able I 
•through :the ASCS with techJlli.cal : 
as•sis<tance provided ·by the SCS. 

A film was shown by Dean Floyd 
Ande on the University from its · 
small beginning, with very few 
students, to ·its present enrollment. 
Other speakers discuss·ed planned 
development, plant disease, and 
resource development. 

Charles Laverty, State Senator 
from Indianola and Representa­
tive Andrew Varley from Stuart 

. presented the proposed Conserv­
ancy BilL This bill estahlishes and 
provides for admniistration of six 

' cons•ervancy districts which will 
include the entire state of Iowa. 
These districts will have no author- , 
ity to levee taxes but are created 1 

to help control effectively soil ero­
sion and prevent siltation of Iowa's 
lakes and streams. This bill also 
requires local soil conservation 
commissioners to inspect private 
land and determine what practices 
are needed and direct that they be 
established in coafromity with dis­
trict regulations and to obtain a · 
Court Order in case of noncompfi-1 
ance to require compliance. The~ 
affected land owners would have1 
the right to appear in ·court to show " 
cause why they should not be re- ' 
quired to comply with the regula­
tions set by the commissioners.' 

· The proposed cost share would be 
75%. 

,.....,_ 

SEVERAL landowners have re­
ceived ·mssistance in develop.ing 
conservatio-n plans this wmt:er. 
Those · receiving this aiSisistance I 
since Jan. 1 are: Rudy Schroeder, Faas, Marion Marine, Gieorge Ket- , 
Dean Ward, Virgltl Schmidt, La . terling, John R. 'I'anndy, · BaM! 
Verne Ebel, Gilbert Meyer, Dairyl Davis, Wilbur LiJtwiller. 

~---. -~ ---·-------- -· - ----
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This has been a mon1lh of c~n- 1 MAN~ IowanJs are discovering a l 

servation !Contest and tours. \ recreabo~ 'bo.nus .;from .ponds of I 
. • water built pruna.nly for .flood pre-

. Smce the Sco~.ts have .been work- 1 vention 1and ·gu'Uy control, ,a0cord­
mg on ·a speC!Lal proJec::t called ing to Wilson T. Moon of the USDA J 

SOAR, Save Our American Re- Soil Cons,ervation serd ce. 
s.oooces, we ·conducted a conserv~- State. Conservationist .Moon says I 
tu~n. tour for some Boy Scouts m that 261 .ponds , 1all built since 1958 ! 
Wllhamslburg. We hope they were as part of the smahl watershed 1 
·con.sequentl:y het.ter prepared for progr am under ·Pu'blic ·lJaiW 566 are I 
tlhe1r d~m~nstr~t10ns Mlay 1'5. ,being used fo:r everythinJg £rom ! 

The Junior .lhrLgh st~dents fll'o~ 1 fisihing a nd 'CJamrp.ing to swimming : 
the <LutheDan mterpansh school m j 1and water IS'kiing. ifle exrpects peo- l 
WiM!iamsi~u~rg were al'So given a ple to use the 1600 a1cres of neMrly- 1 
conserv.at10n ·tour. They saw some .created surfa ce water more this 1 
tile being installled, a waterway year than ever before. . i 
under construction, •contour strip- These ponds ha·ve been ibuilt in 
cropping, tile inlet terraces, and 29 watersheds loCiarbed in 20 dJi:f:fe:r-

.1 a £a!I'Im pond. j ent SoH Conse,r vation Distrids 
A cons~ation art conte!st was mostry in the 1southwest part of 

1 
held !M~a~ 14 !Wli1Jh over 400 entries. 

1 
Iowa. ~nh~~e most hav~e a surfa~e j ponds is growing £aist . In the Davis . pond. · Fiye loeal s onsor s a.re in- c t- ~""h · - a 

O~II' ~congratulations 1g~s. to the . area of five -to ten a'CJres! one . m I Battle Creek Wlater·shed, for exam- I. !Ciuding these ,stru~tures in their os . ~ arm~=> . throug1~ the Rural 
:wmn~ and our •apprec1~atiJ.on goes · Pony Creek Water shed m M1lls p~e , the pond on the R·aillph Q[d- ,~watershied plant now. < Envlironmental . As~nstance ~rp-
to the tea1cners and students who .

1 

County h~s 83 aJcr.es . ham and Ha<liplh Gorham land was · Th . . gram of the Agncultul'ial Staooliza-
heiLped make it a success. "Technwally, they are not re- s~ popul<a,r that the Monona County I h / .ponds m~y 'ailso furrush tion and Conserv,ation Service has 

\Many of you (have .probably re- creation 1ponds but s:ediment stor- Conservation Board leased the ! :._;nt mf and tr.appJ.ng oppertunities. assisted m any farmers in pond 
·ceived our ann';lal report by now . .' age arelas", says , Dewey. Bondu- ar~a. Th~ C~msm·v,ation Board con- ! du~i~r;,. owl. ~se., man~ .of the ponds construction. In northwest Im;va, 
We hope you w.1lil take 1Jhe time to ! r ant, SOS State Conservation Efi- strulcted Icmc tables , a boat dock j 1 ~=> mLgr,at~on . PiheaiS·ants may numerous 1structures •with , sub­
;relad it and dis,cuss ~t with us if ·. gineer. "Aill 261 structure.s ih!ave a ~a~~. two bath houses, sanitar; a o~d use the frmge are~ around the stJanti<al res,ervoir area's hav·e been 
you have any questions. . I been. built to control gullies and f~·Ol.l~beis, a sand be,a1ch, and nigh.t 1 P . , s . Mu.· skrnts 01cca swnally over - coillstructed under the Little Sioux 

The iaNJJi.e•ation of cons&<Vation rprov1d~ · downst rear;n floodwater i1~htmg for the area. A one-hali ~o;pul~te :a pon~ and endanger the Flood Prevention Proj:ect adminis­
tpracti-ces seems to be progres'Sing 

1 
protection. The sediment storage )mle ~acc.ess road was .a~§o con- [ am Y 

1
burrowmg, and landowners tered by the Soil Conse,rvation Ser­

falirly well. Ailthowg'h there have- · areas ar~e designed to catch -and structed picni<C ta·bles, ta boat dock, · mJay we' come trappers. V'i1ce. In certain locations, the IOIWa 
n't been too many completed there I hold 'sedl'ment d:rom the area for I of 50 peop~e use the a·re1a ea1dh j IMnay . other ponds hav'e ibe.en ConserV!a.tion . 'Commisson has as­
has !been 18everai applications for : 50 ~ea•I'iS , but could last even long- weekday m . the summer and on ·cons~rU!cted on l?wa farms whicth sisted :fa~rmers in constructing 

1 conse,r:vation work. Although we 1 e! <If termuces , permanent ve1geta-~ 1We·e~end~. as many as 150 peQPle 1 1P!o·~Ide re,creahon opportunities ponds to .protect eXIisting state-own-
1 don't like to see these heaviY 1'\ali.ns, J bon '~nd other good land .treatm~nt use 1t. . . 1 s·1millar to the waters,hed ponds. ' ed ta~es . 
they ~~rove the. nee~ for more . con~ '?ra'c~llc~es ·~~e rput ~n th~ la~dJr~~!!- In the Pony Creek watershed the 
serV1at10n rpra,cbce·s m many pla1ces. ; 1~1g m 0 'e rpon ·s. · os_ 18 MiUs Oounty Conservation b' d 

'lif 'YOU lhacVe a·ppllied for govern- r bme , the ponds should be ex·c·eHent 'haiS acqu·I'red and d I 1
1 

d oa2r · - f . , ti. , ' ' ' · ·eve ope a O-
ment ass'I-stance on control feed[ot or . re~rea: on. . . •a'cre park adjacent to an 83-
runO'ff, don't lose hope. We· ll.'·ecently j 1~Is?'mg 1s the pnmary recreation impoundment Ro d ., . . acre 
recerl.ved ·specitficatlions ifor this 1' ' activity. Moon s·a,ys ne,a·rly all the Pl'ayground f·a,..·liat. s, p1it:CJ?-1l!ctt•ahlesd, 

. · · · . d h · b· . t k d dd · . r ' ' ' . ' · vi IC!S OI e· S an 
·prta~c~IC:e so .we w1ill be m touc\h . with j' pon s a v~e ' een s oc e , a1 mg trailer par~ing facilities hav ' be 
you m t~e near future. Our s.C.S. tbaf ~a1st ye·ar lhe ,g;ot ~ep~rts. of instaUed. e en 
area engmeer is in ·cha.rJge of these j\ exceUent ibass and bluegill f1shmg. 

I

, ·and 1hie has 12. counties to service, Some of tJh~ ponds along public d Eld1on and John ~troberg .~ay~ 
so jt aU ta(k!es .awihrl.le. roads ·and m park's a1r·e accessible eve ope~ recr~ation £a<Cilities , 

to the :pUJb1iJC, but most are loCiated 1around Slite .A-3 m the Blockton · 
on private ,]and. Moon re'auUons _WI~rtershed m .the ~ay~or County \ 
tfi1s1he11men to get p:ermiss~on f~om ~0~. <?onserv1ahon d1stnct.. Pic!lic ; . 
l'andowners, for they have the rJJg'ht facl1ttles, a . 'Yell, 'a sw1mmmg 1 · 
to keep .people ofif their property. ·bea:c'h 'and dl!V:mg boa,rd, and toil- i 
He ·adds however that most :land- ets have been mstal1ed. Trees have 
owners ~ill allow' fisbinJa if the 'been planted around the 10-acre 1 

peop'le ask permission. o pond, too. '.Dhe 'a;rea is ltghted and 
1 Duc~s and geese a!I'·e using the 'has a grav~'l acces,s road. As many · 
bodies of water too !Cl·C'Cording to as 200 people have used the Stro­
S'CS Sta·te Biolog.is<t SylVlan Runkel.j 'bergs' popular recreation 1area on 

' Runkel sJa,ys the stru:cture·s in m·eist- summ& darys. 
ern :Iowa in pa1rticUilar ·a!l"e 1good /for 1 Under Public uaw 566, ~ocal 
duck and 1goose ilumting. IMiany of ~aters!hed SP.<>nsovs c1an get addi­
the:se are ,along the M'issouri .fly- tlona11 water stovage [or ~rec,reation 1 wa y. 1and fiSJh and wi1dl!ii£e purposes by 

1 "Any Hme ,y·ou create new bodies ipaYJing for half the cost of the wa­
. of water , ,you boost one of the es- ter· a!bove the requirements for 
! s.ential requirements for wildlife," gully control and flood prevention. 
' Rulllkel eXJplains. "This includes 11wo sti1pU'1ations are, that 1Jhe pond 
pheasant and quail, and iaiDger be at le~st ·so acres and that the 
,s,pecies like deer ." l.Ja·st year Run- IPulbllilc be al'rowed a~ccess· to the 
kel and his son ea!ch bagg,ed a deer \ 
from a brush are1a below a water-
shed strUicture in western Iowa. 

'Summer re,creation use of the 
. -. ' . . - --- ~ 

1' 



Soil and ~ater Consetfltion Week ·, _{!)~1A. 4t,.a t,V..Zt.' __ 
Iowa :fia.rme:rs and }and ~ owners 

aTe doing sometJhing positiv;e aibout , . co·NrERV 
improving the quality orr the en- ; J 

,j ·vilronment · I 1 
, ·. 1 ..... 

I They have 1crelated ove1r 35,000 j : .- ' COMME~~ 
I acr'e's of water ~area !in 'Iowa over , . § ·" 
the past fe\W years in the form oif I ---- r · ... ... .. 

small !farm pond,s. WHson T. Moon, ! . . • 
state conse,rv'ationis( U.S. Soil · j 'IIhe 1S01l. Cons·ervatwn s~rVI'Cie, 
Conse~rvation servic·e sa·id while l f orest ·sernce, and E'conom1c R·e­
mosit J?Onds . are buNt p·m.·mladly .

1

, seartc_h s.ervlice a re cooper,ative~y ~ 
for livestock water ,almost aU of workmg on a waters~d ·aprpToach · 
them ·ali'e used fOir 'other rpul'lposes on ~h~ Iowa and Cedar river s. ~e 1 

too. Mos. t of them are ,stocked witJh '\ ba,sm :rn~. ludes the :are~ lf;rom AustmJ " =l bas·s ,and 'Cihannel c,atfiish. 'M1any ·and Alb~·rt ·De1a, Mmn.~ through-1 ~ lf7t _ <>f the ponds <tre excellent f<>r boat- M<tSon ~ty , Waterk!o, COOar Rap- I 
. illlg ·a·nd s1wlimming. Ids. !M~rsihaHtown, .low~ City aD:d 

CON ERVATION , 'I 'Moon said over 1,000 such ponds ·.~ Bulfl1· n· g.·ton. T.lhe. ·. l~n·d · m~~1ud,ed lS.l 
_r . • 1 were .. . constructed last year lin ~-2,t7~ -.squ_~r·e_ mu~ of w~ch aibout 

' ~ ' . " -~ ,. _ • Iowa: ·Many 11armel'ls are furtl;ler ·fourl~~~·~~~~; ~!anners;, 

COMMENTS I
, developing the pond areas fur wild- ial\7-e · the- :be-am ~to 117·j 

, _ · ' .~ b~ tlree, slm'ub~and ~aiSIS plant- . • sma,ll wa~sheds ~or making tlhe ____,. I' mgs m fenced 1areas around the ~study more. ~fe·c· h ye . Th~ prob-
, . . r ' ponds. ' l~m:s rare f}ooq·m:~r~~ sed~m~n_ta-

A LEGISLATIVE bill has~ . been · In commenting on the 34th an- tion tbat 'Ciaus .. e -: •3ibo¥t :-" m1lhon 
p,a,ssed by both hoUJ~es ~:n4 s1gned I nula[ observance Olf Soill and wa.ter damage e,a:c_h yeal".!.: . .,: ~~~on th;a_t_ is 
b~ tlhe GoV!ernor. This bttlis House Conservation week .June ~7 a problem oo·· _o.y.er.~··two· milllion 
File . 73, C?mmonl~ r~ferred to at \ Moon said ·71,000 ~at'~ers hia~Ve con~ ·ac~es ~o~ting to $1 II!-iHion! i:m-
the Conse,l'lvancy Dtstr.l!ct_ L~w. Gov- ' 1serYation plans designed to control 1pan-ed c:Wa-ma.ge on siX milliion 
ernor Rlay signed tlhe bill mto l~I\V I e1r0sion :and i:mp·rove the total en- ac·res rand 1about 40% of the 415,000 
on Mlay 28. It became effe:ctive ¥ironment. !a·cres· of w<>0<1aand needs more man-
July 1· · 1 The teiTaces built on Iowa fiarms 1-agement for more _prod~ctivtity. 

! THE m·ain pu11pose of the bill is 
· to control sed-iment when it be-
l comes a nuisance and is creating ! 
J damage. Sedriment Clan be decG!ared I 
a nms~IliCe and a1bated :as such 

' a,flter ·due pro eels's. However, no 
landowner can be fo}."'ced to install 

'J permanent soil ·conserv,ation.. prac­
Hces unless 7'5% ,public ,cost-s·bar-

1 ing funds a·re aV!atilalble. 

Jl,lN~. marks the end for the 
Soil · .. <:onserv·atlion :Service. ~ You 
.miglht be interested in knowing the 
a·ccomplisbments of some major 
pJ:~adi!ces in tJhe ·county. Since July 1 

i 1, 1970, there have be,en 50 land- 1 
1l owner~ indioatill!g ·a desire to con­
seaw,e ~- soil and water on the~r l f art:ns w signing up ars "'''district 
codpet'lators", 30 conservatiOJ\ pl®s 

' ·were. developed, 10 reVii<sed · pl·ans 
were com1pleted, 2239 :additional 

l
,arcres were contou. red, 19~12 feet 
of dive~on terraJCe·s were · con­
str.uctey, 15 far m ponds, 11 erosion 

I 
control struct ures, 1~65 ·a1c1;~S o! 
\-Wtel'lway sh:aiPing, ·330 .new· a1cres 

· w~e .srtritp 'cropped, 606,000 freet of 
tile/W.s mst~lled , and oooo 'feet of 
tc'i+aces· IW'ere constr u:cted. The ~'i 
num9er ~of ter~ra ce,s ine1stJa[led wer'e 

1 

much :·le&s than we 'b!ad hoped for, il 
however sevel'lal ~ thousand feet · 
were star ted that won't be cam- i 
1p.eted ..:..wrhll d'all. 1 

. '.fEllR4CING i·s the only per ma-1 
' nent con8.erv·ation praeUce that can j· 
1 keep the soil c,m the :fiarm .gro:u,nd 
Wlhere it belongs. Other ·Iwa'Ctic-e!s , 
control_ 9~Y- one small area or a :, 
ditch. W1ith the thle linl,et t )Tipe 1 
terr-a1ces, mapy erooked rows and i 

podnt rows are elimina.£ed, improv- I' 

ing 30-4"0 .J.n crhes·, ~ witlh lea,ves ex- ' 
t1mes, tPe need for eXJpensive con- I 
crete. structute.S· ·are· eliminated by 
terr ace construction. We hope to I 
sere many-:-~ore Iowa county :£arm- ! 
ers try it~ tJhe~= ter~~~· _ ·j 

1ast ~)"ear, if 1ad:d end to end, would j Sedi'm~nt .aocu~ul:abon . m the 
:reach from -Des 'Moine's to New Or- Coralvil.ff.e re~erym.r has poonted out , 
leans. :FYty .. seven thousand miles how better se<hment control mea-
of terraces now protect Iowa's hill- sures 'a~e ~ upstream. The . 
sides from erosion, he·r lakes from study WI11 . ·CO!IllSider all l~JU! and 
sedritmentation, \and t1he streams wat~ quahty resourre.s Wltbdn the 
from hannful .pollutants. basm. 

Soil ConserVla.tion districts aTe The IO!Wa county commissioners 
'alctively encouraging the pl~l)ting · attend~ the 25th ~nnua~ co~e~nce 
of trees not only to control erosion for Soli Conservation Distrret COm-

1 but to prov.ide environmental .·im- missioneil's in Des Moines . on Sept. 
[ provement. Farmstead windbreaks 12, 13, 14. Program highlights in-
~ ~are :popular in ·IO!W'a. '.Dhey not o~y · c~uded ISOiJ. conservation . speech 

1
,provide a barrier ·against cold win- 1 ~nals, address by Dr. ~cil Wad- 1. 
try bliarsts, they .. ' are designed for i 1 lde~h from the Wasihington f?CS 
use by ~ 1lS well. office an~ Qwards t<? long-time 

The inc~ of landscaping workerS' m, coniSe:r:vation. Harold 
trees and SbruOs aJ!so add•s beauty 1 ID~ins presided at. the meeting 
to the ~an~. Over 1,500 acres 1 which ·comp~ted bis ooe yea~ 1 ~ 
Qif trees 1are · ,phlnted annuaHy on . ·term as pres.Ident Oif the ·Iowa Asso-
individool!farJlll., I ciation of Soia. Conservation dis- : 
· !Moon said -son and water con- I I tri·c~ commissioners. I 
serv~tion _ha~ ,})elcome ·a mlador en- I J . Tile i~ jen-aoos tarre now _under I 
terprise an Iowa. There are eonstruct10n on Raymond Bnttoo's 
875 rontractors :who do ·soi:l conser- !'faTm in Greene township. Carl 
-y:a ~ion·~ work eit]t~ full or rpart- :_;scbnelbbe in Hilton torwnsm:p ~as 
ume. - ~ reiCently collllPleted some Similar · 

In l9!0 there .W¥.. $19 Il_lillion jte~aces on his f.arn1, with more to 
, dolLa~rs spent in the 1nstaHation of !'be cqnstruded atfOOr- harvest. Rtay-
1 ~onserv:atli.on)PI'~I.!.~oos: on Iowa lmond .Britton's ten'laces ~ill bM~"e 
I :tarms. . . LL !.i . ~ farm.a;Q.le backslope, while Oarl ' 
I 'The rproblems of man';lging s?il tSchnebbe's iharve tbe si.eep gra~~s I 
and \lf'ater are:f~~J.~oth m the c1ty balc'~Slape terral~. Anyone who IS ' 

i 1and tlhe: 1C'oqtryside:- Land use i·s intei'ested m terraces sh~mJ.d visit 
! 'ch anging ra(p1dllf es:pec:ialllly around either of these men or stop in at 
I ex:panding UI'Ib!an 1area:~ - V:egetativ;e the SoH IConserrvation Servi'OO off- . 
, 1cover ~s removed, natural dxlainage • ice. 
I patterns hToken, and soils ·are used 1 I Conser~Vation pl'lacUces tlhat ba~Ve 
foc new punposes. Soil ConSiervation :been (compreted sin,ce J .u}y 1 are: 
\ Distrli1cts .can n.ow provide as·&~st- ll Windbreaks: Heitsbusen Turkey 
1 ance· in s oJY'ing erosi.on :problems . Fla:rm , Dann'Y L. A~bert , and Ro-
jrconnected wa.th urlban development. 'ebrt Du:rT. 1 

Jnterp·l'letation .of soil surveiYS ca n ' ,
1

· Ponds: Hleddck Brotlhers, 'Rudy ' 
be m!ade rfoT city plianners, ~s,i- , Slcihroeder, Leonard J . Smith, 
dential and indUJstriia[ deiVelope~rs ., Geor ge SG}lind'ler, Harvey Maas, 
and realtors to ~assist them in se-

1 
! and Donadd Westcott. 

lecting suitable rSiites for develop- I II Structures: Anton Hutedepohl and 
ment. · . oc George· Hinrichs. 

Soil. <scientists of tJbe... Soi!i · Cbn- I Terraces: Dalie Noyes and Har ­
serv:ation service cooperating with old Shermtan. 

I t:Jhe Iowa l<l grlcU'ltura.I e:x:periment Diversion Terraces: Made Ayr·es, 
I stat ion •ar e involved- :in one of the i 'Clyde IMic:Elhinne'Y, 1and Leonard 
1 nation'1s• m ost 1a,~ti¥e ~soil survey · 1 Lorv,rer. · 
\ tprdgrlam~ Over 28 mi!l1ion alcres , 1 Waterway~: Leonard J. Steelle, 
i have be~n , SUlf!Ve•yed to date: The I ' Ra'Ymond '.M()mson, Gerlrude Fou- 1 

I Iowa $Mte legisl,ature has mad·e bert, Anton Huedepohl, Ed Bu•rm·an, 1 

$100,000 aiVa,iJtalb:le annually . S!ince 
1

1 WIDard !Hagen, . iHall'IYey Bur1gy, 
, 1967 to the State Son CooserVIa,tion 1 George Hinrichs, Lan-y !J)a~is·, Wil-
! comm~ttee for ac:celer.ati~n of soil 1 [lie Schropp, .J. 0. W!iclmam, EIVer-
i surveys. lln''' laddition,, 25 rounti.es 1 • ett Schles'seil:man, Geor1ge Schin.d-
ha'Ve maae . nnaneia~ ICOm.Ill!itments I '! ler, !Mellen Sic!hmidt, and Marvin 
to suppliement lfeder~l and state KHb.e!I"ger. 
as'Sistantee in . colDIPletion of the --------- ·-
Slltl"Vey progxiam m \,._tflen_.- ~unty. 

CONSERV AtfoN ~ I 
-COMMENTS 

Environmental thrUS!t -is the name 
of a new ·e£fort by 'U.S.D.:A. to 
~bmlllla-te act ion to improv·e natur- ' 

I al il"es,ou}."'ces . S'ecreta,r y of Alg·ticul­
ture tCHfford Hardin has ·annou'Iliced 
t1he a,vlai1albil,ity of a new !handbook 
of suggested environmenta~ rpro ­
jeds, and has committed iDepart-

1 ment of Agriewture ,personnel to 
as·silst loca·l leaders with commun­
ity 1mprov.ement rprogif",ams. 

To date, the camp·ailgn leaders 
' in 'Iowa .county are voc.ationa~ ag­
riculture instruCitors, F.ar'mers 
Home .administration, county ex-

l
tension director, A:SC:S, and the ' 
Soiil. C'onser-VIation service. ' 

'lbe lband!book oUitJ1Jines lists of , 
objecti:v:e.s, sug~gelstions for work 
pl,an:s, 'Criteria !for evialua.ting e•f­
felctiiveness , and ~av,aHalble resour­
·ces for ea:ch ,project. '.Dhe following 

· ! ·sUbjects are oovered: 

l 
\Safu D.rinlcing W1ate1r, Sanitary 

Landfills, Tra,sh .-la.nd Junk Remov­
a·l, Sewa\g1e Disposal, Animal w~a,ste 

iDiS!POS'al, 1Land Use 'P1anning, Land~ 
sca,pe mmpravement, P.rote·Citinlg the 
Landscla1pe, Pe,s:t~oide Salflety, Safe­
guarding iFood Quality , D.i!sposal of 
Pesticide W'as1les, :.Improving Re.cl'le­
a1Jion ResouT~oos, !J,mprovmg R\J.ral 
Housing, \Noise !Reduction, . Control­
ling Ticlm in 'Re1orea tion Area1s, 
·.Controlling !Poison IJvy, Oalk, and 

·
1
suma'c, 'Controlling ·Aqu a-tile Weeds, ' 
Brush Control, 'ControUin!g Potsonus \ 
P}lants, Controlling •RJa~eed. 1 

;If 'a·111yone has projects or .. 'a par-
, ! tic'ulail" interest in some IW'ay of 

,improving-the env~onmentE\1, con­
I tact ,anyone of the Depail1Jment of 

-' A.lgTiculture offices. 
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Rotation,-Sta61e ~a.nure Only . 
Soil Efforts During WWI Era 

strip c,:ropping appeared on 
the Sylvester Sherman farm 
in Honey Creek township. In 
Greene township, the first ter­
r ace improved the Charles 
Patterson farm. 

The advent of World war II 
halted the soi~ conservation 
program because of the lack 
of available technicians and 
funds. By 1945, the farmers 
were expressing their hopes 
for a soil conservation dis­
trict, Zentmire' said. 

Petitions calling for the 
county service were signed by 
503 farmers, and on June 8, 
1945, election results showed 
164 favoring the organization 
while only eight farmers re­
jected the proposal. 

Early commissioners were: 
Earl Morse, Jess Misback, 
Richard Owen, Ed Kinsey and 
Henry Morse. 

Following World War II and 
the Korean war, some 350 
veterans enrolled in farm 
classes taught by Howard 
Watkins (14 years) and Ed 
Kinsey (eight years). 

D u r i n g the depression 
years, Lambert Elwood re­
called that a couple of farm­
ers paid tor the lumber re-

quired in building forms used 
on constructing water struc­
tures. Modest rental fees were 
charged to the farmers and 
the forms circulated until un­
usable. 

One of the ·most eventful 
demonstrations planned by 
Zeritmire was ~ld on the El­
wood Brothers farm, south­
west of Williamsburg, during 
the plague of the cinch bugs. 
Elwood said ~hat a group of 
15-20 farmers 'fflS expected. 

By the end of the day, near­
ly 500 visitors had converged 
on the farm to watch the fur­
row-fence post-creosote treat­
ment, promoted to destroy the 
insects. 

"That evening the well had 
gone dry. and the fences were 
sagging,'' Elwood sighed. 

Former Iowa county soil 
c o n s e r v a t i o n technician 
Charles Shirley, who recently 
t r a n s f e r r e d to Franklin 
county, summed up reports, 
saying: "Success in the local 
district can be measured 
through steady cooperation, 
enthusiasm by all the farm 
operators and the active edu­
cational program being pro- , 
mated by the commissioners." · 

'1 

Ze.ntmire Tells 
History Of 
Soil Conservation 

'161 The Cedar Rapids Gazette: Sun., July 19, 1970 

EARLY SUPPORTERS - Some of the early suppo.rters of the Iowa county soil con­
servation district gathered at Lake Iowa last weekend at the 25th anniversary picnic. They 
included, left to right, seated: Howard Watkins, Marengo; Ed Kinsey, Marengo; and D. H • . 

. I 
Zentmire, Marengo, veteran Iowa county extension director. Standing are Howard Beyert.t 
Belle 'Plaine, left, and Lambert Elwood. Wi:W:amsburg. 

, ... ' ~· ) .., • • . ·--"-· --r·-- - _.__ .... - ~ ~ r - ---..... ,·. 

Soil Conservation· District 
·celebrates 25 Years s'ervice 

?j u 

. trict will be celebrating its 25th 
year by inyitmg all of the past 
commis.sioners , assistant com.,. 
miss ioners , SG S personnel, and 
anyone who has as sisted the dis­
trict during its years of existence, 
to a picnic dinner for reviewing 
and reminiscing the past 25 years . 
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Soii~-Conservation 

District Sponsors 
Art Contest May 14 

The, I&wa County Soil onser­
v.ation dilsltrict i s sponsoring a con­
servation ar~t contest to be held 
from 7 1o 9 p.m. May 14 aJt the 
Wil~3!msbu!l'g town Halll. 

The elementary grades will be 
judged separart:ely f·rom the junior 
and ·senior higth grades. 'Dhe judg­
ing will be based on artistic tech­
ntiques, cons'erVIattion content, gen-

. ·eral effed and its .typicalness to 
lowia County. · 

Tlhe first, second, and tmrd p1ace 
wtnners of the elementary level 
will 11eceive a plaque and $7.50, 
$5.00, $3.00, respectively. The 
three winner's of the jul1lioll" and 
senior high level will each re­
ceive a p1aqUte ;a.nd $20.00, $15.00, 

\

.and $10.00. The publk its -invited to 
view lthe a~r:t projects. 

j:u-~f lf '71 

-.J~ ~ fD-4~~/ -
Winners in Soil 
· Conservation Art. 
i Contest Announced 

Winning entries of the Iowa 
County Soill. Conservtation Art con­
test !Were Bonnie !MCIC~aw, H-L-V; 
Linda LoC'la"~idge , Eng:uislh Valley , ­
~and Slhe!lley ,Risdon,, WiJliamsbm'g. 
They pa,atCed i£irst, second and third 
r eStpectiiVIe]!y, dn the hlgth S'Cihool l 
level. Nancy V osst, W~lilli:atmsburg 
coonmunlity sChool ; Mtall"k Lolgan, · 

\

i En, glli!sh v ,alley, and J,an 'Rathjen, 
Iowa Valley", ·pla,ced iiliTst, second 
·and tlhfurd· ,in the elem,en~ta!l'y ~etVel. 

The winnea-s wiil elaiCih recei!Ve a 
~~ plaque and $00, $15, ~and $10 for 
first, tSecond, and tlhird p1atce in 
the blilgh scllool ltetVel , anl $7 :50;_$5 

, and $3 [or i!he eilementary _leveL 
1 English Valley,_ W'.iillfuamsburg, 
Iowa Vtat]ley · and H-L-V Stcllools 
were etatclh ·represented iby contest­
anlts.· 'Dhe comibirred entr ies firom 
the sclhodls totaled oWfr 400. Judges 1 

1 
were tM["s. Wla~n'e Stanertsori, Larry 
Auriclh, 18nd R~ck Cordes. 

i 

Q~r~A-' ~:JJ1f'11 

HE'S PLEASED-Jon Rathjen, an Iowa Valley sixth grader, 
received his plaque and check for $3 for third place in the 
Soil Conservation Service s~onsored art contest from Don 
Goering, county extension director. Jon is son of Larry 
Rathjens. His chalk drawing ort bulletin board shows a 
number of conservation practices. 

~~ ;J, 1f 7 1 

Yla.i &,.UR~ 
1 Linda Lockridge, 
Mark Logan \Vin 
S. -C" Art Contest 

Wintllli.nig entries -of tihe Iowa 
'County- Soil C:otnlServatio:n [\It 
c.ontest were: Bonnie McC:~w) 
HiLV; Linda Loc,Ju-idtg'e' Eng'liish 
Va~lleys, a~ndJ Shelley Risdon, Wil­
liamslbur,g, '!hey pjlaeed . first~ 

second and third respec.tiv. ely~ inl 
the high schooJ! lteiV'el. 

N army 'VtO!SS, Willlamsbuirg 
co:mmUJ11Jilty scihool; Mm-!k Logan, ! 
Elllglish VaUe)"s, and Jan! R:ath­

· 1 je·n,. Ioiwa Valley-, plac·ed! first, 
se:c01nd and third in the eJelmen.­
tary level .. 

The winners: will ea~h r·ec:e-ive 
a pla.qjue ailld $~20:,. $'15, and $~10 
for l.st, 2nd and 3:rd pJ.aCie in the 
high sc:hool le'VIel,. and $'7.50,. $5 
and $3 f01r tihe e'leme!n:tlary level 

En~gtJ.ish Valleys, Williamsbur,g, 
Iowa VaLle1y and HLV schooLs 
were' eac~ retpresent,ed by con:- ~ 

testantlsl. The oomhined entries 
from the .s.'Cthiools: tot aJ:ed OlVer 
400. JuldigeSI we:re Mrs. W a:yne 
8t'8Jnterrson, Larry Aurich, and . 

I Rick Cordes. ' , 

... 

/ 

~ 



Sherman Is Chosen Outstanding 
Regional Soil Conservation Director 

Harold Sherman, chairman of 
the Iowa County Soil Conservation 
district, has been <;hosen as out­
standing district commissioner 
in region 7. 

vation field day at Eldora, and 
was a judge for the state plowing 
match in Benton county. 

He has been active on many 
community projects and com­
mittees. This includes chairman 
of the Marengo school board, 
elder of the Presbyterian church, 
Sunda y school superintendent, 
township trustee, served on a 
4-H club committee , and on the 
Iowa County Beef Producers 
board. 

Muscatine Girl Wins~ ~ 
' ~ 

Conservation Speech ~ · 
' ~ 

Cmtest At Amana c1 

Kathy Krewer; 16, of Musca­
tine was named winner of the 
region 7 Soil Conservation speech 
contest held July 20 at Amana. 
She received a .certificate and a 
check. for $25 as first place 
awards. 

'coi.ntYtoDSe1v~~ ?~-~! 
I Air Tour, July .2.6th 

This contest is stxmsored by 
the Iowa Association of Soil Con-­
servation district commissioners 
in ~ooperation with W allaces 
Farmer magazine, Des Moines. 

Sherman has served as dis- . 
trict commissioner since his first 
election June 15, 1959. Since this 
time he has s~rved as chairman· 
twice and has served on the 
forestry committee, nominating 
committee for district commis­
s ioner's state officers, speaker , 

· for a wagon train at the conser-

A state winner will be selected 
from the nine regional winners. 
All nine regional winners will b~ 
pres~nted a plaque by Wallat>c- j 

Farmer at the annu.r · conferenc..:· 
in Waterloo. 

Second place honors in the 
c on t e s t went to Mary Lou 
Schnack, Cedar county Soil Con­
servation district representative 
who received a certificate and a 
check for $15. 

Robert Murphy, son of the 
1 Raymond Murphys of Parnell, j 
represented the Iowa county 

I. district. · ~, 

~~ 
fo4ao /y?~ 
. / 

! County Winners Named In 7/t 11; - · 1 

Annual · (onservation··-contest 
The local winners of the soil· 

conservation contest awards were 
chosen last week by the district 
commissioners. 

There are tnree divisions for 
the contest: division I, longtime 
soil conservation district cooper­
ator; divisio~ II, tenant operated 
farm; and division III, new coop­
erator during the year 1968 or 
later. 

The local winner&·. are Ken­
neth Dawson, division I; Jay Rol­
ler and Norman King, division II; 
anq Robert Durr, division III. t 

The scoririg is based on cor- ' 
rect land use, conservation wor~ ­
accomplished., crop 'utilization of. 
the farm, community service ir 
the soil conservationdi~trictprol 
gram, and the general appeax:1 
ance of the farm. 1 • 

A conservation teacher is als{ 
sponsored by the same contest 

. H a r o I d Bezoni, Will.iamsbur( 
1 school, was chosen by the ·educa 
1 tion committee as the count. 

winner. Other teachers that wer• 
nominated and deserve recogni· 

tion include Mrs. Ford, HLV; and 
Stacy Howell, Amana. . 

The winners of the local con­
test will go to the regional one 
for judging and the winners at 
the regional go on to compete 
at the state level • . 

- "~ j~)-7· ''7 

Kath.y J{rewer, .16,­
Wins Conservatio11 
Speech Honors - -. 

~' 

Miss Ka.thy Krewer , lG, of 
Mt~ scafine, was namcrl •.x.rinner o'! 
1he- Re~ion 7 Soil Conservatwn 
Speech C:onte,st h.eld July 20, 
1070 at the Ox Yoke Inn at Am-

. ana, Iowa-. Kathy ' representerl 
I , 

the Musc:atine County Soil C'on-
serv:ation · Dist rkt in the regional 
competition -and pec•eived a cer­
Hficate and a C:heck: for *2i5.00 as ! 
first plac·e awards. She is the 
dau1ghter of Mr. and Mrs. Ga.il-

1 lard Krewer. . · · 
Second plac:e honoQ's in the 

conte,st went to 1·4-year--old Mary 
Lou Schnacik, arf Cedar Colllnty. 

. I 
Third plac:e honors went to .~er- ~ 

year old J' a~mes Everett of Wtn­
field, of tlhe Louisa County Soil 
Conservation Distric_t. 

Tlie Iowa Coonty Soil. Conser· 
vation representativ-e in the C'On·-: 
test '"was Robert Murpby of l"ar­
nell, son of 1\fr. -an-d_ Mrs. Ray­
mond Murpby 

I 
As winner of the · Regib·~ ,· 7 

conte.s·t, Mis·s Krewer will repre­
.1sent the region in the state con­
test at Waterloo, Iowa,· on. Sep-
temlber 13, 1.9'70. The state oon;_ 
test will be held i~ . c:onjunction 

• ' · ., .. . ,-. _. 1 , I I 

with the 1970 Anp.ti,al iCI()n~erenee 
for Soil Conservation · District .. 
Coinmissione~s. Top prize -i~ this 

,t leo~- test is · a $.2,~0 crollege sclh~lar­
-. ~lp _?nd $100 m easrh. 

Art Contest 
Is~· SpQnsored 
By Conservation 

The Iowa County Soil Con­
servation District is sponsoring 
a conservation art contest to be 
held from 7 to 9 p.m. May 27 at 
the civic center in Parnell. 

The elementary grades wi,ll 
be ' judged separately from the 
junior and senior high grades. 
The judging will be based on . 
artistic techniques, conservation 
content, general effect and its 
typicalness to Iowa county. 

The first, second and third 
place winners of the elementary 
level will receive a trophy and 
$7 .50, $5, $3 respectively. The · 
three winners of the junior and 
senior high level will each re­
ceive a trophy and $20, $15, and 
$10 • 

The public is invited to view 
the. art projects·~ 

--''"; 

. Y.i 
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I A Oon!servaltfon Air Tour, 
sponsored by tihe Iowa County 

'I Soil Coirsery;~-tion District, is be-
ing heild July 26, 1970 at the 

, Ladora Akport beginning at 
! 9:00 a. m. and wil!l last through- ' 

I 
aut tlhe afternoon. 

11he flY:illlg tour is open to all 
1 IoWJa County residents who 

I 
wourd Like to __ view the.'ir farms , 

_ o!' an~thing- el1se from the air 1

1 

during· a 1_5 mmrqte nde. -
- - --

- f ~ First Place Art 
:f(ontest Winners 
Are Announced 

Jim Thys and Connie Driscoll 
were first place winners of the 
conservation art contest for the 
high school and elementary 
levels. 

Charlene Aurich and Becky 
Dietze were second and third 
place winners, respectively, on 
the high school level. The second 
place winner on the elementary 
level was Tom Spratt and Liz 

. Collier third. 
Judging was based on the ar­

tistic technique, conservation 
content, general effect and being 
typical of Iowa county. Judges 
were Mrs. vVayne Stanerson, Ma­
rengo.) and co-owner of Home 
Decorating; Rick Cordes, district 
conservationist, and Robert 
Bauer, professional artist. 

The contest was sponsored 
by the Iowa county Soil Conser­
vation district. Harold Sherman, 
chairman of the district commis-

1 sioner·s, said that holding such 
a · contest creates interest and 
an awarenes·s of the beauty and 
need of conservation. The dis­
trict plans to present the tro­
phies and checks to the contest 
winners July 12 at the 25th an-

! niversary of the Iowa county dis- 1 

trict. 
The winning entries are on 

display at the SCS office. 



The Iowa County Soil Con­
servation District received a 
25 year certificate at the 24th 
annual conference of the Soil 
Conservation district · commis­
sioners .. 

Harold Sherman, chairman of 
the Iowa county district commis­
sioners, received an award as 
outstanding district commission­
er region seven. There are nine 
regions in Iowa. 

The petition for organization 
of the Iowa County Soil Conser­
vation district was sent to the 
Iowa Soil Conservation commit­
tee. Abr. 28. 1945. The state 

,_ . · ·~ 

Top. Dis 
C'o.mmissioner 

committee held the hearing May 
1'1, 1945. The referendum was 
lle'ld June 8, 1945, with 164 votes 
for formation of the district and 
eight discenting votes. 

The. charter foi',.., the district 
was jssued by the Secretary of 
State ·:.June 22, 1945. W. J. Boat­
man, district conservationist at 
Toledo, sup~rvised the beginning 
activities of the Soil Conserva­
tion Service ;and Howard Oak, 
district conservationist at Iowa 
City, assumed this post later. 
D. H. Z entmire was the county 
extension director. 

~· . • 

Haro~d Shermatt 
Region 7 

HAROLD SHERMAN farms 
280 acres near Ladora in-· Iowa 
county. His livestock program 
includes 30 beef cows, feeding 
beef, and raising 400 hogs. He 
has been named Master Swine 
producer. and has w·on corn 
yield contests. 

' 'Conservation practices on his 
land include a windbreak, -grass. 
waterways, field border plant-: 
ings, and terraces. He has served 
11 yr. as a commissioner, includ­
ing 2 as chairman. Along with 
other activities, he has served 
on state committees and as a 
judge-for a state plowing match. 

The Shermans have 3 sons; 
Richard, now a professional mu­
sician; Don ·who is working for 
an advanced degree in metal­
lurgy; and Alan who is a re­
search engineer. They also have 
5 grandchildren. 



AC'CENT • • commentary 
on issues and events k 

I ' 

l SOIL- and O·ur 
Standard of Living j 

(by Bootb W'allentine,) 

Next to its peo,pre, America's 
.greatest resource is the soil. And 
the quaJl~ty of life in our ooun~ry 
is directly related to the quabty 
.of . our soill an!d water. 

'Fh!at's Why soii and water COJ!· 
sertVation ·is everybody's busl­
\ness. Farmers do have a major 
Tespons:i:bi111ity for pres~rving t.he 
reS!O!Urces they control. But m­
creasingly, city people· must car­
ry the torch for conservation. 

J3uHdozers strip away the veg­
etation from a mHli'on acres of' 
talmrlalnd each yeall' to make 
way f!or housing and shopping 
centers. Construction and soil 
erosion go band in hand. 

A study in the Washington, 
D. C. area i.ndicated farmlands 
lost 100 to 500 tons of topsoil 
per square mite ea'C!h year thru 
sheet erosion. But neighboring 
sulbu~ban areas were losing 1,000 
to 2,500 tons of topsoil · each 
square mile in the same period. 

In Detroit, construction activ­
ity eroded nearly 70 tons of top­
soil per acre ~bile surrounding 
farmlands lost only 1.5 tons per 
acre. In Fairfax County, Vir­
ginia, residential construction 
sent 25,000 tons -of sediment to 
the bottom of Lake Bancroft for 
every square mile urbanized in 

I 
that rapidly growing area. 

Motorcyclists anld traH bike 
ent'hus1iasts a!I'e addilng to the 

1 probl,em with tlhe destruction of 
watersheds when they ride up 
aJnd down hillsides. 

Under the best conditions a 
.good farmer can · rebuild. about 
five tems of top soill. per acre 
each year. But reibU.Hding top-

1S'Oii!l in subunban area:s1 is very 
difficult, pa.rti'cularly when muth 
of the l'and is left ex'Posred while 
:hous~htg specu1lators try to sell 
it. 

This week (June 14-20) is Soil I 
and Water Conservation Week 
in Iowa. · 

An!d because this is a state 
with m:otre acres under cultiva­
tion than half of the other states 

. 1 co.mbined, m·ost of_ the emphasis 
wiH be on fa:rmLa111d conserva-
tion. · 

It may be a good time for 

1 
·some new emp~as:ils on soil and 

1 water_ conservat10n in the citJies~ 1 
and towns~ 1 

Erosion Control 
Planned For 
Lake Watershed : 

June 14-21 marks the thirty­
third observance of soil and wa­
ter .conservation · week in Iowa. 

Harold Sherman, chairman of 
the Iowa county Soil Conservation 
District, said. the activities of 
the district are no longe.r con­
fined to the individual farm. The 
Iowa legislature during the last 
session recognized that wise use 

' of resources is of equal con­
cern to all citizens regardless 
of their place of residence. Ac­
cordingly' cities and towns are 
now officially included along with 
the agricultural lands in each 
soil conservation district. 

Sherman said the environmen­
tal issues of today make it dou­
bly important 'that rural and ur­
ban people work together in sol­
ving common problems related 
to resource management. 

He said major efforts of the 
iowa county district during 1970 
will be placed on achieving ero­
sion control within Lake Iowa 

. watershed hoping to -improve the 
lake for all of the county resi- · 
dents. 

Other efforts will be placed 
on encouraging farm owners to 
construct tile inlet terraces. 
These give complete erosion con­
trol. They stop all of the soil 
on the field. The terrace tem­
porarily stores the runoff water 
until it can all drain through the 
tile inlet. This slows the water 
allowing it to soak into the soil 
to help _provide the moisture nec­
cessary for productive yields. 
These terraces are somewhat 
more expensive, however, as one 
farmer said , ''Its well worth 
it to protect my present invest­
ment of $500 per acre." 

Some of the major accom­
plishments for the past year in­
clude 2,191 acres of contouring, · 
1,042 acres of strip cropping, 
29,010 feet of diversion terraces, 
and 51,065 feet of all other types 
of terraces. 

LOOKS OVER PROGRESS-R,ick Cordes, Iowa County Soil Conservationist , was at the 
Duane Schwarting farm southyvest of Homestead Friday morning as the Gahring Con­
struction Company, Williamstiurg, did the grading neces sary foc a grade stabilization 
structure being built. Cordes was standing where the earth dam would cone in from the 
south. In back of him is apother ditch going norlh which will be controlled by the work 
being done. A six and~ O~e half foot diameter tube will go through the dam east and 
west to control both ditches. Ti lei 3400 feet of it, will al so go up both sides of the 
ditch. 
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1 p d w ed c ~··- ~- I that it 1s extremely_effe,ctive. · 
' I on e . • on: ro Qo~pOUndS tha~t he :ecomme~ded l .. · f6r Uie rooted weeds 'lnclude Aqua-:. I ·~p f d J I · . thol or Diq•Jat , and st' ted that ' ' S:- · .. resen e u y Co:pp_etr ~uJphate or (a new prOOu:ct) 

,:~ · " • • 1 qutrme IS on ~he market to_ control 

3 a. ·t McBride Home !' the a;lgae ,whiiC~ dev,elops m farm 
ponds. 'He 1caut;oned pond owners 
that none of the products mentioned 

!Weed •control iri farm ponds was : :k . .ill ±is:h. However , i:f ponds 1a:re 
described 1as a three-step program I 'lwa vily infested wi~h weeds or 
,by 'Extension Wi!ld'life !CoriserV\a- ' algae. that the dec·aymg algae and 

' tioni:s•t Dr. IRdbert Moorman of Iowa ' weeds remove the oxygen from the 
, State university. water · and could poss~bly cause 

'11ailking to 1approximately 20 Iowa some fish suffocation if the 'W-eed . 
county farm pond ownei'S at a pond or , al~g~ae !problem is ·very severe. • ~ 
management 1meeting held at the In th11s· ease, he .x-ecommended that farm ponds. 
hO'm~ ~£ Clem \M'cBride on the edge P?nd ?Wners treat I~ third .to hi~lf They . mentioned •ta n~ 0 
,of Wilhamsburg, IM'oorman told the , of their ;pond at a tim~ whlc~ ~il-l other species Qf ·. fish 'With ~' sorne 
groqp that weed control starls with allow the :water ~o retam sutiflci-ent feel:ing that ~Muegills could ibe add 
the design of the £arm pond. I ox,ygen_ for th~ .fish.. . ed to steeply sloping ban~ed -~nds 

1 
He stated that the first step in ! He d1d ,cautwn dMry far·mers . m to provide ba,it for the baSis. ,·~, 

1 \'.· eed control is to design and build . tha t they cannot use any chemitc'ai~· JJullebins are ·a'V1aHaible at th! · ex­
! a farm pond that 'bas steeply slop- I for weed ·Control if their animals 1 te.q~i..Q.D... :Pffice giving iniformation 
j ing shores because these !have less . are being watered from the pond on ;f.arm pond .algae and roete~ 
: weed trf?uble and also hav~ l~ss 1 water. . . . , ':Weed 1con~ol ~~nd pond owners 
' evaporaho_n los~ and ~na~es fisbmg 1 In disc~ssmg bme, IMOGlJ.Ilan mterested m this m~terial sihoyldl 
muc·h easier. - l sugg.ested tbat late June or- elrl:¥ ~contact -the Extension .Office,:· iftl 

He mentioned that . the se1cond I July is the best. t'ime to u~~ Marengo, concluded .County EXtenJ 
step in ~weed control in 1arm ponds chemicals on the rooted .· ~ sion Oirector Don Goeri111a. · 
is to 'physkally 1pull the ~weeds out' while .algae control is bes~ "' o 

when they fil1st appear in the pond. : e_d during June 1.0-15. ·: : .. _ 
1aifter ~the pond is built and . in the t-· In discus!)ing tihe stockmg;{CJtilew 
b~nning of each sea:son. . I pond·s, !Dr. ~Moorman sta~ted thai the 

He then_>fl.l tlined the Chemical ! U.S. Wildlife ~and loW!a Co~va­
control, , st~l~g th~t . this was the tion commission a1re cu~entlt..:Pro­

. last resor~ · iz! the farm pond weed 1 viding bass and cat~sh"~:-;~r 
contrc'l program. He did mention , ·separately or ·in comlbinatiOn) for 



Wins Conservation Award 

WORK ON PROGRAM-The Robert Durrs , who farm South-
.. I 

west of Williamsburg, pause in the front yard of their home. 
The field in back of them across the road tops one of the 
hills . tl}.at led to the need for conservation practices on 
their ,farm. They have . been named the regional award win­
ner in the new cooperator _division of the anooal soil con- · 
servation contest. Their grandson Dale, 3, who make his 
home with them is photographed with the Durrs. 

Pausing on a hilltop on the 
Robert Durr·· farm southwest of 
Williamsburg one · can view a 
number of the conservation prac­
tices which he has incorporated 
in his farming and which won 
for him the new cooperator 
regional award in the annual con­
test sponsored by the Iowa Soil 
Conservation Service and the Des 
Moines Register. ' 

,. Durr will receive his award 
along with ,those made to county 
winners at a banquet at 6:30p.m. 
Wedn~sday, Oct. 21, at the Pres­
byterian church, Marengo. County 
winners are Kenneth Dawson, long 
time cooperator; Jay Roller, own­
er, and Norman King, tenant, in 
the owner~tenant division; and 
Harold Bezon( in the teacher 
category. 

F rom the hill east 
· above their pond the Durrs 
can look west across the 
acres toward their home, 
out of sight by yet another 
hill. However they easily 
see the acres of soybeans, 
corn and hay ground and 
pasture that they have 
cleared of brush and tim­
ber. Some of the timber 
area remains along a small 
unnamed creek which runs 
through that . part of the. 
farm. 

Durr has had a one acr e farm 
pond · built with an earth dam. 
The pond has been· stocked with 
catfish, large mouth bass which 
already weigh about one pound 
and bull heads. The pond will be 

. open to the public next year Durr 
~faid. There is another small 
pond above the present one which 
was built before they moved to the 
farm. 

A swimming beach was in­
cluded in pond construction, but 
-it has not beeit sanded as yet. 
A waterway below the pond has 

been tiled to the pond over-flow 
pipe. 

The hills in the ar ea 
we r e brush and timber 
covered except for the hill­
tops which were cropped 
when they moved there. 
Durr bought a caterpillar, 
and they began the long 
task of clearing. Timber 
has been left along the 
creek and in some of the 
steeper draw~ .• Elm which 
they left on purpose now 
show the ravages of Dutch 
elm , disease. Some of the 
oak were taken when a 
pipeline went through the 
area, a fact about which 
Durr was none too happy. 

He has done some · experi­
mental seeding of a rover legume . 
on the hillside. 

Deer frequent the area, two 
doe and their· fawns were ·most 
frequently s e en this summer. 
Pheasants too gather particularly 
in the winter. Durr started feed­
ing them on an every other day r 
basis two years ago when ice 
covered much of their natural 
feeding area. That year he fed 
them in the shrubs in their yard, t' 
but last year he took the feed 
to the timber areas by tractor. · 
While 15 to 20 birds would gather 
at first, later two or three hun­
dred pheasants would be attracted 
by the feed. •• 

Of the 400 acre farm 
the Durrs moved to six 
years ago, they have 116 
acres in crop including 
about 86 acres corn, 14 
acres beans, 30 acres hay, 
56 diverted acres and the 
rest pasture 1and timber. 
There are 179 acres 
farmed according to the . 
soil conservation · district 
program saidRickCordes, 

--:;-
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AC'CENT • • commentary 
on issues and events k 

l " 

l SOIL- and Our 
Standard of Living j 

(by Booth W'allentine) 

Ne~t to its peo~pt.e, America's 
.greatest resource is the soil. And 
the quaJllity olf life in our country 
is directly related to the quality 
of . our soi.lt and water. 

'Fh!at's why soii and water con­
sertVation ·is everybody's busi­
lness. Farmers do have a major 
·:respons:i:bH1ity for pres~rving the 
re.sau:rces they control. But in­
creasingly, city people must car­
ry the torch for conservation. 

-BulLdozers strip away the veg­
etation from a mi!lli'on acres ·of 
ifalmrlaiilld each year to make 
way for hou&ing and shopping 
centers. Construction and soil 
erosion go })and in hand. 

A study in the Washington, 
D. C. area indicated farmlandS 
bst 100 to 500 tonS of topsoil 
per square mHe each year thru 
sheet erosion. But neighboring 
sulburban areas were losing 1,000 
to 2,500 tons of topsoil · each 
square mile in the same period. 

In Detroit, construction activ-
, ity eroded nearly 70 tons of top­
soil per acte ~bile surrounding 
farmlands lost only 1.5 tons per 
acre. In Fairfax County, Vir­
ginia, residential construction 
sent 25,000 tons of sediment to 
the bottom of. Lake Bancroft for 
every square mile urbanized in 

I that rapidly growing area. 
Motorcyclists anld tr·aH bike 

enthrus1iasts are addilng to the 
1 probl~em with tlhe destruction of 
watersheds when they ride up 
aJnd down hilLsides. 

Under the best Conditions a 
.go:od farmer can rebuild . about 
five toos of top soi11 per acre 
each year. But rebuHding top­
lS'O\i[ in suburban ar·ea:s1 is very 
difficult, pa.rticularly when mu'Ch 
of th·e 11and is left eX'po:sed while 
hous:i•I!g specu1Lators try to sell 
it. 

This week (June 14-20) is Soil 
and Water Conservation Week 
in Iowa. 

AnJd because this is a state 
w ith m:ore acres under cultiva,.. 

, tion than half of the other states 
. 1 co.mbined, most of_ the emphasis 

w.1H be on farmLaJll!d conserva-
tion. · 

It may be a good time for 
1 
some new emphasis on soil and 

1 water C0116ervation in the ci1Jies1 1 
and to·wns: 

Erosion Co.ntrol 
Planned For 
Lake Watershed : 

June 14-21 marks the thirty­
third observance of soil and wa­
ter .conservation · week in Iowa. 

Harold Sherman, chairman of 
the Iowa county Soil Conservation 
District, said the activities of 
the district are no longe,r con­
fined to the individual farm. The 
Iowa legislature during the last 
session recognized that Wise use 

· of resources is of equal con­
cern to all citizens regardless 
of their place of residence. Ac­
cordingly' cities and towns are 
now officially included along with 
the agricultural lands in each 
soil conservation district. 

Sherman said the environmen­
tal issues of today make it dou­
bly important 'that rural and ur­
ban people work together in sol­
ving common problems related 
to resource management. 

He said major efforts of the 
Iowa county district during 1970 
will be placed on achieving ero­
sion control within Lake Iowa 

. watershed hoping to ·improve the 
lake for all of the county resi­
dents. 

Other efforts will be placed 
on encouraging farm owners to 
construct tile inlet terraces. 
These give complete erosion con­
trol. They stop all of the soil 
on the field. The terrace tem­
porarily stores the runoff water 
until it can all drain through the 
tile inlet. This slows the water 
allowing it to soak into the soil 
to help _provide the moisture nec­
cessary for productive yields. 
These terraces are somewhat 
more expensive, however, as one 
farmer said , ''Its well worth 
it to protect my present invest­
ment of $500 per acre." 

Some of the major accom­
plishments for the past year in­
clude 2,191 acres of contouring, · 
1,042 acres of strip cropping, 
29,010 feet of diversion terraces, 
and 51,065 feet of all other types 
of terraces. 

LOOKS OVER PROGRESS-R.ick Cordes , Iowa County Soil Conservationis t , was at the 
Duane Schwarting farm southyvest of Homestead Friday morning as the Gahring Con­
struction Company, Williamsburg, did the grading neces sary for a grade stabilization 
structure being built. Cordes was · standing where the earth dam would c one in from the 
south. In back of him is anot her ditch going north which will be controlled by the work 
being done.· A six and .. O~e half foot diameter tube will go through the dam east and 
west to control both ditches. Tile;, 3400 feet of it, will also go up both sides of the 
ditch. 
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P d. w ed c I I that it i<s extremely_effelctive. · ,, on e OR· ro Compounds that he r elcomme.Q.ded 
j· · • · .. _ f6r l lie rooted weeds include Aqua-' I ···p f d J I · : f1ol or Diq•Jat, and st~ted that 

~;. resen. e u_ y . ~ ~':If~:. ~~~~~·;~.o~~~~;;wt:rc':~~l 
3 at. MCBride Home I 

tae a;lgae ,whJic~ develops m farm 
. . pondl.s. He 1ca.ut;oned pond owners 

that none of the .products mentioned 
1Weed •control iri farm ponds was : k J l ±ish. However , i:f ponds 1aTe 

described 1as a three-step program l•lwa vily inifested wi~h weeds. or 
,by 1Extension Wi!ldlife ICons·erVia- I algae. tha't the dec1aymg algae and 

: tioni:S't Dr. IRdbert Moorman of Iowa ' weeds remove the oxygen from the 
i State university. water -and could poss.i!bly caus·e 
i 'l1a~king to :a1pproximately 20 Iowa some fish suffocation if the ·\veed , 

I county farm pond owne~s at .a pond Otr a~g·ae 1problem is very severe. ;·---------------~~ 
management 1meeting held at the In thi1s case, he Tecommended that farm ponds. 

I hom~ ~£ 1Clem \M1cBride on the edge p~nd ~wners treat I~ third .to !hl~lf ~y - m~ntioned 'Ia nu~ 0 
1 ,of Wilhamsburg, !Moorman told the , of their .pond at a tim~ whic~ ~il~ other species 9f ·. fish with"" sorn~ 

g:roqp that ~eed control starls with allow the .water to retam su«Iment feeling that ·MuegiUs could b& add­
the design of the ~arm pond. I oX~ygen. for th~ .fish.. . ed to s~eeply sl()ping ban~ed -~ndJ 

, He stated that the first step in : He d1d •cautwn dMry farme~s . m to provide ·bla4t for the baSis. /:J; 
, \\·eed control is to design and build . that they cannot use any chemi'Ciatt ~ulletins are a'Vlailaible at th~ · ex­
! a farm pond that bas steeply slop- 1 for weed ·control if their animals 1 ten.~i9JL_¢fice giving in!formation 
j ing shores because these !have less . are being 'Wa!ered from the pond on >farm pond .algae and roeted 
, weed trouble ·and also have less 1 water. . . . twe,ed ICOnbrol ·and pond owned 
· evaporation foss and illl'ak·es fishing 1 In discus~smg bme, M'OGlJ.IPan interested in this material sthould1 
· much easier·. · - 1 sugg.ested"tha:t late June or early contact - the Extension Office,·'' i 

He mentioned that . the se,cond ; JUily is the best. time to 2l use ·· Ma·rengo, concluded -County E.Xten-
step in ·Weed 'Control in ·tarm ponds chemicals on the rooted _. sion !Director Don ~erincr. · 
is to ·physieally tpull th~ ·Weeds . out" while ~lgae control is bes\ co ., c - l o 

whef:l they fim appear m the pond, : ~.d durmg June 10-15. . . : ,,~ ~ , 
1 

1aJfter the pond is built and in the ~· · In discus~ing the stockml;~w ! 
bEWinning of each sea:son. . I ponds, !Dr. !Moorman stated that the ; 

He fhen ~tlined the cllemical I U.S. Wildlife ·and loWta Co~v·a­
control, st*liog that this was the tion commi!ssion atre currenUy-pro- · 

.l:ast resor~ : u! 'the farm 4)0nd we.ed I viding bass and cat~sh"';:~r 
contrd program. He did mention , ·separately or in comlbination) for 
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POND IS NEW-Robert Durr, Williamsburg area farmer, and 
Rick Cordes, Soil Conservationist, look over some of the 
conservation practice.s that won the regional new cooper­
ator award for Durr in the annual soil conser­
vation contest. The pond in . back of the men has been 
stocked with fish and has a ·swimming beach although this 

soil conserve tioni st. 
There are about 93 acres 
converted to p~sture from 
cropland according to their 
recommendations. 

D\lrr' has put 84 acres into 
· contours, 25 acres in strip crop­
ping , about an acre in waterways, 
does about 50 acres in mulch 

, or minimum tillage and . ~as , 
renovated about 106 acres of 

. p a s t u r e according to Cordes' 
figiu-es. 

Durr who had rented one farm 
for 13 years and another for one 
year before it was sold, now has 
45 hea~ of stock cows ahd feeds 

four to five hundred head of hogs 
bought as feeder pigs. 

The Durrs have a ~on steve 
who lives at home and works for 
Ed F"Olkmann, a daughter Linda 
who lives in Williamsbtirg, and a 
grandson Dale, who makes his 
home with them. 

is not sanded as yet. The slopes on either side of the-
. pond and in back center stretching toward the far hill top 

were covered with brush and trees which the Durrs removed 
before planting crops. A small creek flows through the 
center background. Some trees were left on purpose but 
have now been hit by Dutch elm disease. - ' 



Receive .Collser·vation 'Awards 
RECEIVE AWARDS-Harold Sherman, right~ presented plaques to these men for their 
participation in soil conservation work. Left to right are Jay Roller, owner, Norman King, 
tenant in the owner-tenant division; Harold Bezoni, Williamsburg community school in­
struCtor winner in the teacher division; Kenneth Dawson, long time cooperator, ali win­
ners in th~ county contest, and Robert Durr, new cooperator winner in both county and ;· 
region. Sherman, chairman of the county Soil Conservation District , made the awards at 

,/ 

the annual dinner Oct. 21 at the Presbyterian church here. 
----~ · . : 

' 



(]~~·~ 
__ _,.__,..,..--.... ---~~.r-· 

. . 

Nee~~d . T.o" Keep Pond Effective·~_ Care 
Caring for a farm pond is 

much like caring for the home. 
It takes continual care and main- . 
tenance to keep a pond in--top ... · 
condition. · 

Richard J. Cordes, district 
conservationist, Iowa Councy Soil 
Conservation District, says a 
pond should ~ . inspected fre­
quently. Some of the problems 
to look for are wave action, 

= erosion, livestoCk or rodent dam­
age, debris around the inlet, and 
undesir~ble tree growth. Prompt 
action when any of these hazards 
are noticed may avoid costly 
major repair late~ he advises. 

wave action and other 
erosion around a pond can 
usually be controlled by 
vegetation such as Reed's 
canary grass if established 
soon enough. If this type of 
damage is not repaired 
quickly, a more expensive 
remedy such as riprap or 
rock fill is needed he con­
tinued. 

Livestock can severely darn­
age the grass cover on an earth 
fill dam by overgrazing. Often, 
the lush growth on the dam makes 
excellent pasture a n d grazing 
helps control weed and tree 
growth if practiced in modera­
tion. Mowing the area around a 
pond also discourages weeds and 
trees and promotes a dense sod. 
Periodic fertilization will en­
courage a lush grass cover around 
the pond. 

The roo t s of water-loving 
trees can cause damage tostryc_- . 
ffire drainage systems arid spill­
ways Cordes explained. All woody 
growth should be controlled for 
a distance of 30 feet from the 
toe of the fill or any of the spill­
ways. 

Any debris left near the spill­
way after a rain should be re­
moved as soon as possible. A 
few minutes spent doing this may 
eliminate many costly hours 
needed to clear a clogged pipe 
Cordes said. · 

Muskrats can cause 
severe damage to the 
earth fill. Whenever musk­
rat activity is found, steps 
should be taken to dis­
courage them. 

Whatever type of maintenance 
is needed, Cordes said, the local 
soil conservation district will be 
glad to give assistance. Contact 
them early for work to be done 
next year. _ -----' 

Tree Orders 
Should Be Made 
For Plantings ~ 

Iowa county land owners de­
siring to plant any trees next 
spring should make their order 
out by February to assure de­
livery of the species preferred 
says Richard Cordes, soil con­
servation service. 

There are various seedling 
species of evergreens and decid­
uous trees available from the 
State Forest Nursery, Ames, for 
a minimal cost. A minimum of 
500 plants may be ordered with. 
a minimum of 250 plants per 
species. The exception to this 
is black walnut with ·. a minimum 
of 50 and a maximum of 1,500 
species. · 

A special wildlife packet is 
available which contains 250 
plants including 50 evergreens, 
50 ninebark, 25 honeysuckle, 50 
dogwood, 25 multiflora rose, and 
50 other plants beneficial to wild­
life. Illustrative suggestions for 
odd areas and farm pond plant­
ings will be furnished with each 
order. The wildlife packet maybe 
ordered without meeting the 500 
plant minimum. 

Order forms for the trees 
may be obtained from the con­
servation officer, Soil Conserva­
tion Service office, county ex­
tension director, or the ASCS 
office. 

I~- q- 7 U 

Some ide,a of how a drainage problem was solved on the Ahrens 
estate farm a mile west of Conroy can be gained from this picture. A 
dam was constructed to collect water from a 52-acre area. When th~ 
pond is full it will be 12 feet deep and will cover 1% acres. The over­
now . pipe five feet from the top of the dam is 15 inches in diameter 
and flows directly into a tile. The dam contains 6265 cubic feet of dirt 
and is 100 feet long. Construction was carried out by the Iowa County 

· Soil Conservation service. 

/ 
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, Siltation Is New ! 
: I 

i Problem Facing 1 

i Iowa. Lake Board 
Many Iowa county, res~dents and I 

visitors have lbeen enjoyinJg the l' 
rec:reation :fia,cHities ·and the beauty 

' that Lake Iowa lhas provided since 
! its construction in 1963. 

r :Since its construdJi()n, howe·ver' 
1 little consideratiOi:l wa,s gi!Ven to 
the :siltation and · eontSequent de-
struction of the laki:..t . 

In 1969, the •low~~ Conser- i 
~vation lboa~rd ~reaiJdzing the possible i 
destrudtion of the ~ake •and irts po- t 
tentia:J. fo1r recreation and IWHd!life , ! 
r eques ted assistance from the Soil I 
Conslervat ion :service in ·the aippli- ' 

l cation of 'Cons·erv·ation pr:actices. 
j 
, The subsequent study showed 
! that approXJilmateil.y 40,000 'cub!Lc 
J yards of :Sediment \hlad atc.cumu­
llated in Upper Lak,e Iowa since 
19G5. This left a1pproximately . 
20,000 ·cubic Y'ards of storage a'v•ail- : 

1 a:b[e above the c•aiUseway. 
I During t!he study. if was de.term­
, in€d that the conserv,ation needs 
I within t.h!e watershed were _ 72,000 
, feet of ter:ra.ce·s, 790 1a1cres of con­
, tourti.lllg, 508 am·es or£ stfl~pcrQPpirug, 
252 a o:r'e1s of rpast ure improvement, 

1 five livestock !pOnds, 5 .2 milels of ! 
: waoor ways, 6,000 rfeet of liivestoek ! 
··watering :pipelines, !four eJ>osion 
contro~ dams , ~and .six ,wjndbreatks . . 
Tihe totall estilmated. .cost 1c1ame to 
approximat elliy $70,000. · 

A meeting w.as he!ld ibletween the 
i l1and· ownell's, count~ conservation 
iQoard, ASOS .and iSiCS to decide 
wihat ·could lbeo done to control soil 
eTosion within the !take watershed. ' 
The ASCS apipliied · for 'aippl'OVIal of 
a 'SIPeteial ·project w:ithin the lake 

i watershed allowing foc 80% gov-
1 I ernmrent tcost.Jshia!l'~ng for establd1sh-

; ing !Permanent ve!geta~tive cover, 
/ improvma ·ve:geu~tive cov·er, ~j 
·waterways, tp.~pe~hnes, terracea·~ erG' 
I sion control structures, 'and ~feed,. 
! lot runoff control. ~ . ; 

'nl!is :sPecl,al tpr"oj·ed was approv• 
ed and has been in effect for the , 
Last two ye.ar:s. DurinJg this time, 
wook has been com~·eted or start- ; 
e!d on two iflarm !POnds, 60 acres of 

1 str~cropping, one ell'osion control 
: 'Structur·e, 80 acres of contouring, 
!10,000 feet ·m terl'lace.s are planned, 
isome of wmCih hla:v'e !been construct­
! ed. 9,950 feet o£ 1watei"WWay shaping 
' has be·en !Started along with 22,850 
jlfeet of watel'Wiay tile. ·· 
1 11t ~s hoped that tJMs SJpec1d pro· 1 

i ject 1with 80% ·cost-.sharing will be 

I continued until!. 1aill needed oonser­
'Va.t:Jion praiC1JiJees hJa~~e been install.l-

1 ed. 

I Siil Stewardship 
week Is May 16-13 n~~-~ a ~- :l,, ~ 1/ 

So:H ste·wardship respons,iJbiUty 
as shifting from ~the man behind the i Two Oflllle projeiCts arem opetra­
t!'aiCtor •to the m:an behind ·the· de·sic j , tion. . ·They !i.ndude the seven-

Wilson T. !Moon, stJatJe cons,ervJa-l l' 'col.Jnty ~utlrern Iowa iResoUJrce , 
tionist, U.S. SOiil Conse:rw:altion S.e!l'- : Con:serl13tion and Development 
vice, !n ~co~mentilllg on Soil. S'te<w- •

1
• !Proje~t ~ose dhmmarn iis· Cha~es 

ardslh1p we'ek, :Maiy 16-23, sa,ld 1Jhle, Ehm, Cr~ston; 'and the Oh.tanton 
bounty of :the land is shared by. I VailJ.e1y .· tResoUII'ICe Conse1.Wiation and 
urban and rm,al people 1aHke. The 1 Deve1opment project, chaired by 
I'ie:sponslitbiiirt:!y: .!he s1a~d, ·for the lta,nd ! Oll!i:e K!atdenbert, All!bii.a. 

· the:refor1e £alls no1t only on !fa!I"mers !' The tlhi!rd project consisting of 
: who iffilak'e upo lles.s th!an seven per- :lii!ve· ,~ountil€s dn extreme northeast 
•cent of our :pOJPul,ation hut also1 on I ·Iowa is -caOO.ed 1Jhe Uppte!l" EXiplOirer-

1 the 93 pe['cerut in towns and ciJties. 1 land RJe;soul.'lce· ConS'ervlaltion and 
I . 'Moon sw~d th:e· p attern of ~and 1 Development proje!Ct. The dllalir­
use in Iow1a i1s un ique. Over 95% of man ot,1Jhis !Project is !RaiLph Fli:tz-
th€· nela['\11)7 36 milllion a•Cil'€S is de- gJerald, GreSCO. • 
voved to aglfli.,culiture making it one 1Moon noted soill. stewtard:sihilp a1s 
of the t!hree 1hi1g\he:st sta·tles in the 1· it reLate's to the total enVIironment 
na1tlion in peflclent of tot1al ~and 'area is an opportunity for totad mvolve- 1 

.us.e.<l_iOl:..,SlR,~lf~uriP~ses. . ment by all!l 'cdtizens of loW18 .• lMany I 
The lO(t SOO'l Conse~a:tion -diS· of the •churc!hes tbroughout the 

trl:cts of Iowa .a.re now equi1pped to ,state are pLannlin:g s;pe!cli!all Observ­
aid all of lth!e s-ta\te's ~and users. , ~noes. to hig1hiligtht 1llre stew.all"dshi.p 
As of July 1, 19?·0, ttlh.e 1?':"\a ]aw I f.obl!ilgations of an people·. .. ' 
was amended to mclude· Cllbes and ~- · ·- ;., . · 

· towns in Soil Conseil'Vation dis-
tricts. 

'f.he Soil Cons.erva:tion Serv1i,ce ! 
furnishing lt!e·chnic,al as.sds,tance to f 
distritets d1s no:w workintg not only 

1 

wti!th [n!dividuaQ land owners but 
with ;groups of people, govern­
mental unl1ts, t3nd even groups of 
coon tie'S'. 

cf~uf<~ 
Iowa La()Q •Use Is Unique - -

An example· of the dose ·coop€­
ration :between lociaJ, state .and 
fedel'la[ atg~enoies is dempnSitrated 
in work 1being. carried out ·in the I 
!Watersheds of .sta1tle-owned ~alkes. l' 
Large ~amounts O!f sedime'llt readlr­
dng sta,te· lakes flrom urlblan and 
ruram 1a["eas was r.ap.idlliy deterio-1 
raltinlg some of fue 1a1Jms for fish- r 
ing, •SIWiilmmling, boatiDlg:, and other 
forms af wate!r recreation. The I 
1 o w a Conserv.altiori commis·sli.on 
durinlg 19'70 (iequesteld assistance· 

·· ftrom 25 Soil D:msell'VIation distriiiCtts 

1 
to ~~a'ke an li.,nventory and eVIalua-

1 

tion of 1Jhe ;s~dli!ment producing . 
ar•e'aS m t!heiSie statJe-owned ~alke i 
wa te[ isheds .. The distriicts g,aJVe the jl 

Conse!I'v1ation 1comm~ssion ·an esti-
mate of the· tota[ cost of the l!and · 
tre;atment recommended on nine j 
watersheds. Inv,entories will. be I 
made· on tjbJe, r:em•adndell"· of the I 
[1ak!es m tJhe future. Soil Conserv,a­
tion Se~rvliice iper:sonnel 1assisted 
iloca!l. Soi!l. Conse·rvati.on districts 
·in deV'e[Olpting, the inventocy and 
e·Vla·.IJuation and thes:e. 'WI.illl serve : 
as the. basils for a coordinated plan 
to IPI'1ev'ent tfurthe·r deoorio-l'latJion.. I 

Thel'le are now t hree Resource ~· 
Con:se!l'V'at ion 1and Development 
proj.ects ill Iow1a rleJpreSienting 15 
,count~:S. The goa[ of these! pro- , 
je!Cts i!s to :flaise' thelir economic I 
leveJ t:hlrough ~conserv!ati.on and ' 
de~opment of the communitli.es' ' 
natur1al :oosour,ces. Tlms 1commun- · 

I 
ity.· ~. ffo.· .rt.- Moon S1ai<I, is C1rea1ling· 
'an attmde of Wllp1'1e1Cedented co­
ope~ation amon1g: people wocking 
togetber on mutUail ~sounce prob- ·· 

' le1,m:s. 

Soil s~~~dship r esponsibil­
ity is . shifting from the man 
behind the tractor to the man 
behind the desk. 

Wil§on T,. Moon, state con­
servationist. U. S. Soil Conser­
vation Service"' in commenting on 
Soil Steward~oip Week, May 16-
23, said the" bounty of the land 
is shared by urban and rural 
people alike. The responsibility, 
he said, for the·· land therefore 
falls not only on farmers who 
make up less than seven percent 
of our populat~on but also on the 
93 oetceiif'ln towns and cities . 

pattern of land 
• Over 95 
~p .mij.ijQn 
griculttJre 

ervatf.Qii.:dWP~:~ 
'he Sts ~{llilhg technical 

ts is now 
· individual 
,gJ,".OUPS of 
ml.its, and . 

watersheds of st ate-owned lakes. 
Large amounts. of sediment 
r eaching state lakes from urb.an 
and r ural areas was rapidly de­
teriorating some of the lakes 
for fishing, swimming, boating 
and other forms of water recre­
ation. 

The Iowa Conservation Gom~ 
mission during 1970 requested 
assistance from 25 soil con-

- servation districts to make an · 
inventory and evaluation of the 
sediment producing areas iii 
these state-·owned lake - water­
sheds. The districts gave the 
conservation commission · an 
estimate of the total caSt of the 

,.H~.Jlg treatment recomll);ended. on .' 
~· watersheds. - · ~-: ((" '· ·; 
c.it•-'. Inventories will be 'th:ade on 
'the r emainder of the latte's1tp·the 
future. SCS personneL ts~lsted 
local soil districts in · developing 
the inventory and evaluatiQii and 
these will serve as the basi,s for 
a coordinated plan to .Pievent I 

further deterioration. · ·, , · 
There are now three resource 

conservation and develoJlllent 
projects in.Jowa representing 15 
counties. The goal of the.se pro­
jects is to raise their economic 
level · through conservation and 
development of the communities' 
natural resources. This com­
munity effo..rt; · .¥,(}On sai,~ is 
c~eating an __ -~ of .lunpre-R • 
eedented cilQ~r~ .. ·· 1 among 
people working together ~~:mu~ t 

· tual r esource preblems ... , 
' '· 

~. '~ 
I 1.:.-

\ 

' . . • -;-
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T pnf Schl.esselman 
·Places Second in 

I 

I ~Piech Contest to Conservation Contest 

Be 'Held Apri116 
Contestant s alfe now being ac- l 

c~epted for .parrmi<Ciipat ion lin tJh.e 1971 
1 

i Soiil. Conself•v:a tion Spee-ch contest. 

' Joan Oronbaugh of IMuengo was l 
named winner of the Iowa County I 
Sojj} Conservation District Speech 
contest. 'Th.e 14:1lle of lher speech was I 
"Soill 1and Water iM1anagement 
·Benefits . :My Commun.ity." 

I Thle statew.~de contest wihkh is 
sponsored on the local !Lev-e~ by tJhe 
Iowa County Soil Conservation 
ddstrlict, is open to all junio:r and 
senior hig1h school students in the 
county. 

Joan dl ad!Vance to the ~onal 
oontest to ibe held in :June· or July 
where she Wiim ·compete wi1ta sever-­
'al othe.r district winners. · · 

Second pla·ce honors went to Tom 
Schlesselman of Wihl!iamsburg. . 

The t01pk for thrs ye,ar'·SI conte.st 
will be "Soil and Wate1r M'anag:e­
ment Benefits M-y Community ." 

They each reced!ved a plaque and 
$20 land $15 for filrst and second 

, !Pilla ce prioos . 

\ The local contest Wtil!l be held at 
; the WihliamsbuiT'g to\ovn haill, April 
\ 16 ·at 7:30 .p. m. The winner of tJhe 
·. loc,a-1 -contest will adv,ance to the 
l re,gion3.l ·competition wh!ch wi1l. he 

"i h cld in Jun.e or July. 
The :flir st, 'Siecond, and th!ird 

' place winnm· of lhe [ocall contest 
will ea.ch re._ceiv'e a plaque and 
$15.00, $10.00. and $5.00 respecti·ve­
ly . E~ach additional ;pa1rtid;P'ant will 
reeeive $2.00. 

1 
Anyone -intevested in entering tJhe 

1 Conse,r V!ation Speech conte:st ma'Y 
obta in information from.., the ·-Soil 
Conservation Servlic'e office in ' 
William,s,burg. Alil youtlh,s, whe·tJher 

1 

ruflall or ur:ban a ii"e encow~ged to 
enter the ·cont·est. 

·' 

S.Oil, Conserva·tion "Sp•eC:h 
bn·test Plilns Announ;ced . . 
· to the regional competitiOn m Contestants are now being 

accepted for participation in 
the 1972 Soil ·Conservation 
speech contest. The statewide 
contest, sponsored on the local 
level by the county Soil Con­
servation district , and 
Patrons Mutual Insurance as­
sociation, Williamsburg , is 
open to all junior and senior 
high school students in the 
county . 

Area Students Will 
Play In Cornel~ Concert 

The 31-member Cornell col­
lege wind ensemble will pre­
sent its third concert of the 
season Monday , Mar. 20 at 8 
p.m. in King Chapel. The pro­
gram is open to the public at no 
admission charge. 

Taking part -will be John 
Schoenfelder, Marengo, and 
Bernadine Feller, Victor, both 
baritone horn . 

Dr. Jesse G·. Evans, profes­
sor of inusic , is director of the 
group, which consists of wood­
wind , brass and percussion 
play.ers <;!hosen by audition. It 
was formed last fall as a suc­
cessor to the concert band, a 
--~-·- ·-----

Topic for the contest will be 
vBetter Soil and Water Con­
servation Through Commun- • 
ity Action". 

The local contest will be held 
at the Williamsburg city hall 
Apr . 14 at 7:30p.m. Winner of 
the local contest will advance 

• larger group for which no 
auditions were required. 

June or July. 
First , second and thH:·d 

p1ace winners of the local con­
test will each receive a plaque 
and $15, $10 and $5 respective­

' ly. Each additjonal partici- . 
pant will receive $2. 

Anyone interested in enter­
ing the contest may obtain in­
formation from the Soil Con­
servation Service office, W-il­
liamsburg. All youths, ruraLor 
urban, are encouraged to en-
ter· the contest. . . 

Winners Na~ 
•' . 

In ~:~scs 
Art" ·Contest 

Winning entries of the Iowa 
county soil conservation contest 
were Bonnie McGrew, IQ:.V; 
Linda Lockridge, . English .Val­
leys; and Shelley Risdon, Wil­
liamsburg. They placed tirst, 
second, and third respectively 
in the high school level. 

Nancy Voss, Williamsburg 
community school; Mark Logan, 
English Valleys; and Jon Rath­
jen, Iowa Valley, placed first, 
second, and third respectively 
fn the· elementary level. 

The winners will each re..- · 
ceive a plaque and $20, $15, 
and $10 for · first, second and 
third place in the high school 
level and $7 .50, ~5, and $.3 for 
the elementary level. r..- · 

Englfsh . Valleys, Williams­
burg, Iowa Valley, . and HLV . 
schools were each :~:aesented 

1 by contestants. ~ Cflftlbined 
entries from the ~led 
over.-400. ~~; ~; lR't 

Judges were Mrs .• ··!·WalDe 
Sta.nerson, Larry Aurich and Rick 
Cordes. . 
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Klein-Carrol Shaull, and David oper~tor; 
ste,vens. Mrs. Irene Fora, HLV-..;.. ·, terial,it­
was chosen as the outstandliiJi' . , conse~ 
conservation teacher. :: .,',l'eacher · 

~~~~e~~ 
Soil Loss's F-~Q~ . 
Tile- Outlel ·:Terfices 

3-l, .., 72-
and water loss from wa1er 
pondage areas around tile out­
lets are inflow Ud ouU"'ow-

_ . '!, teachers In 
Each · year the. newspaper have taught and m'dii'foted coJ'II8IIil 

sponsors a state wide conserva- vation through 
,.-,itlq6l·~-~.-: .. -.-. ' 

Terraces with tile outlets 
. rates of bo1h soil and water 

to amrfronf tb! 'pondage area 
and the water retention time · 

. in the pondage are~. Iowa county winners in the 
Des Mqlnes Register. and Tribune 
conservation awartls· program 
were RaYm.ond B:ritton, Kenneth 

tion awards prqgram to recog-
nize individuals · with outstanding . County w~rs will 
achievement in conservation. to regional 

are receiving increased ac­
ceptance as a successful ero­
sion control measure. The 
use ·of underground conduits to 
remove surface water ponded 
in depressions above terraces 
permits construction of es­
sentially parallel terrace sys­
terns that can be efficiently 

The farmer division has three · th~y will be 
categories ; division I, owner- coul'lty winn 

~ .---· 

Wate~ecf P(ojectl Redu=& Soil Losses, 
Are A Source661 ;'~lJrom Tile Outlets 
Rural Water Supply ~ : Used with Terraces 

~· ... \. 

~rt'l~s with tile outlets rare re· 1 The peopl1e of seve:I'!al rural J()IW!a 
eewmg llllcreai~ acceptancre as a 1 communities 1a1re lookdng to the 
~ erosron collltrol meamn:e. ·sma11 watershed ·prntgr•am for mun­
The use of unde~grt>Wld cood.u~~s · icipal and .fndUJstll"iJaQ walter . . 
to remove IS'Ui".fiace rwtaltoc ponded m 1 Cornmo- .Al£ton Orelsiton Leon ' ;'if ·.-

'tJ 

d~r·es:si~ 1a00ve i:en;alces permiits Deaature~"oity, (LJ~m01]i and Osrce: 
COil'strulcltlion of .essentlial11.y pal.'laU~l . 011a, whieh a~ f1a1ce a qua'liJty walter 
~ace sysltems· :that can be e~- i rsupply problem, hra:ve joined o'tlher 
etent.Ly fa!I"~ed W'1t1h mode~ equrup- . 1oc!al sponsoring igr'OUJps in plan­
ment on !ht.IJlJy 1and roll:lng ~po- 1nig waltooshed prooeot;.s for water­
.graphy. Th~ teroatces !D.re ll~s~· 1 :shed protection, !filood prevention, ' 
ed to IC'O~ and to temporarilf muil.i!cipa[ walte!l" ISIU!pply, r ecrea­
store the rra.in!£a1l. :£rom ~' 10 year moo· developmenlt, rand a l:and treat­
frequency storm 11n p}an~ed pon~- menlt program. The townrs wiill get 
·age ra~~as, wdl~re m.o1st of tlhe sed1· 1 th~r water Sll!PplieiS' iby adding ad­
ment I:S' depos·iltJe?. and illhe . exJce'Ss !I cliiltional- IC:aiplared.ty to single pur­
water lS rsafely. dilschaligied m :a 24 pose fl.dod-<eon1:iroil. structures. srev­
to 48 ihiOUT rper·iod tlbrougb subsm- era~ of tlhe'se !SitxU!Cturets wiJll a\llso 
fa,ce ~am outlet:s. · ~thin itlhe ter- II i.nJcol'lpOr:alie a ddiitio!IJ;a[ IS!torag,e fur 
~Ice inte~wal, W'ltlh titJ?~· iflhe na- f recreatlionra'l use. 'I1hils maike·s com· 
tural eros·Ion !D.nd depo:Sil.tion procesrs l plete UJ§·e of itlhe potentila[ sltruCitrure 
thlalt talkes pla~ce tends to smooth 1. 1siJte for flood prervltd:ion, recr e,altion 
:and level )tlhe ~aiphy. I and water supply. · 

IA1tlhrough ·most of ~ soil. is re- 1 An 1adequa:te su;wly Of lgotod qUrail-
tain~, some sed~men;\ ~ Jost \Wi~ 1 I ity ·~ater ils essenti:aJ to- any 'C~m- ' 
the dliscrha!l'lged water. rLi!tlr'e quanti- .

1
.muru.ty, 1a!l'1ge or smafiil., not oll!lry for 

t a:tive information ~s arv·aiil.alble on 

1 

tfutu'l'le ·eco_ nomiiC ,gtrowtlh, /but to 
·SO·il .and water llos-~~es lfurom tile 'saltis.fy present d{lmand!s. The need 
outlet teroa'C·es even though they . fur water is .consttantly r ilsling due 
b aNe received wide wse. 1'1 :to the popUil1aJttion .g1row!th, migra-

!Miajor :fla~Citors rafifectinlg soil1. .. .md 1 tion to wban centers, gre;art:er per 
water ioss from ~ watea.- ponda~ I lc!a.pit a consumption. for .domeiS~C 
arrea1s 1around tJil.e outlelbs are inflow l j use, and · ~X!P:and~ . mdustroal 
and ou1ltllow vates of iboltlh soil and .

1 

needs. IMiany oommun'l!tiets through· 
walter oo :and from .the .pood:wge !out t.ihe nation .. (ats: wen la!S ~a have · 
,area !D.nd the water ireltJentliOn tdJme I ·COme to re·aldze that ltlherr water 
in tJhe ponda.Jge aa.-era. 1 i s.ulpipl!ie1S' :a~re inradelqua~te 1a:s a . re-

·Ais walter reaclihes lfue pondage I 'S:Ulrt: of ISelaiSona~ droughts, dew~­
'are,a, the flow .veldcity drops d~r,as- ·t.i.on ~ groundwater ISill!pply, m­
tioally rand rsediment in susipension ICI.ieas'1111g demand~, and ort:lhe~ fa~­
becrins to settle out. The 1a!l"ger tovs. Too o!flen, hrttt1e ra~ttention l!S 

particles ;se ttle out d:!Wst, 1apd de- !gi~n :to thiis .impo!l"tJ~nrt; !Pr?,JJ[em 
·pendnng on ,1Jhe retention t:iJme and until 9hortage r? lmmlnen~. ~rm1aU 
the distanc~ the ·sedliment. must 1 walte:rsh£ p:r:OJeiCitJs CJarrned ?Ut 
illarll belfo.re 1t reaCfhers tlh·e tile out- under 1lhe W:altetrs!hed Protection 

· let, only ttte finer parrtide1s a1re ~is- ~ and Flood .Prevre~rtu'ion ~ct ( P ulblic• 
chaDged throUig1h the tile outlet. I Law 5~) ha,ve prorven : w ~e me: 

Soiil. losrs wa:s measured at four , ~ssful means~ -~mg W pro 
~ooaltions in IO'Wia. 'Fhe rt:.elr;riace 1'V'lde the needed watm· 'SUJPiPilY. 
system.s !halVe been in co:llltinous I ~ "-1 -
!rOW 1C:fO!P with mqnJalgemen:t by th~ rL, • ~.~ Q~_:L.~ 7 ~~ 
fa!l'lm ope!l'lator. The 1annual so1l '- ~ " ·1 
loss ralllged :from ~ to 9214 pounds . 3 .... 7 .2-
peir ~acre ~With 80% occurring during I 
\M1aJy ·to J ulliy. Of rtihe '15, 7'00 .pounds 
of ,goiil. pe!r a•ore, esltliJmated to /be , 
delirvered to tllhe pondla:ge rare1a.s, l 
oney 624 pounds rper aJcre ~ lost. I 
Under !given condliltibDis, tile outlet 
terrace's can rreduce itbe eXlpeicied 
arerra!ge rannuail. soil los1s lby rap-
.proximatea:y 96%. 

· As the study shows, ooill. !losses I 
bave been s~gnmcantly !reduced by 
the use olf lbille outlet :ten'\aiCes. 

1 Cond001sed from a ~eport pre­
sented ~ t1he American Socierty of 
AirieulturaiJ. Engineers lby J. M. ·' 
Laflen, H. P. Johnson, and rR~ C: 
Reeve. I 
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}. j farmed with modern equipment! 
'·;s bn hilly and rolling topogra-
lt l phy. These terraces are de-

. signed to contain and to 
tern por aril y store the rainfall 
from a 10 year frequency­
storm in planned pondage 
areas, wher~ most of the sedi­
ment is deposited and the 
excess water is safely dis­
charged in a 24 to 48 hour 
period through subsurface 

"; drain outlets. Within the 
J. ;~{ . terrace interval, with time, 

ti, the natural erosion and deposi­
l tion process that takes place 

tends to smooth and level 
the topography. 

AlthoUgh most of the soil is 
.- retained , some sediment is 

lost with the discharged water. 
'·~ .] i ~- A Uttle quantitative information 

..,.. ~ ~ .: . is available on soil and water 

~';19~;(! 

losses from tile outlet terraces ·, 
even though they have receiv­
ed wide use. . 

Major factors affecting s6il 

As water reaches·'the pond- · 
age area, the flow velocity · 
drops drastically and sediment 
in suspension b~ins to settle . 
out. The larger parti.eles .settle 
out first, and depending on the 
retention time and the dis­
tance the sediment must fall 
before it reaches the tile 
outlet, only the finer particles 
are discharged throagh the 
tile outlet. 

Soil loss was measured at 
four locations in low a. The 
ter~ace systems have been in 
contin!JoUS row crop with 
management by the farm op,er­
a tor. The annual soil loss 

. ranged from 42 to 924 pounds 
per acre with 80o/o occuring 
during May to July. Of the 
15,752 pounds of soil per 
acre. estimated to be de­
livered to the pondage areas, 
only 624 pounds per acre were 
lost. Under given c onditions, 
tile outlet terraces can reduce 
the expected average annual 
soil loss by approximately 
96o/o. . 

As the study shows, soil 
losses have been significantly ,_ 
reduced ·by the use of ,tile · · 
outlet terraces. 

;,:· - .~:. :~ 

i EHmination of an eight-foot gu!ley and the construction of a farm I 

'I pond has been completed by th.e Iowa Co. Soil Conservation service--,.or 
R.oland Holden on the Von Ahsen farm, southeast of Williamsburg'.: fire 

i pond Win contain about two acres of wate'r ;md will _ drain a. water~hed 
· · of 61-:f.cres. A 12 inch pipe to allow excess water to discharge baa been 

install¢~l in the dam to keep the water level at a uniform depth. 

_. -~ ~· 

/ 6- ? ~ . .-7./!l- . . .. ~~~~;·'c ~ , :il: ~. ~· 

" 
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DEPARTMENT · {JF SOIL 'coNSERVAT,ON -
State of Iowa '-~· NOTICE OF ELECT-t"ON . RE­
SULT OF COMMISSIONERS OF IOWA COUNTY, 
SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT. . 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTE-D NOTICE IS 
·HEREBY GIVEN: That the tab~lations set out be-
low 'give a fun, correct, and true report of the 

,:; e~ · result of an election of commissioners for the IoWa· 
i.~;;;-, County Soil Conservation District held on the 3rd 
'"). ~' day of August, 1971. 

. NAMES OF ALL CANDIDATES VOTES REC'D 

Keith Enochson, Hilton Precinct , 103 
David McCartney, Dayton Precinct 70 
Vernon Sandersfeld, Iowa Precinct 88 
Jerry Timm, Hartford Precinct · 85 

TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELEC. 346 

Department of Soi.l Conservation. · 

q~ ?'11 

·'8 JOURNAL· TRIBUNE 
WIL LIAMSBU RG, lOW A. 52361 

THURSDAY, AUG. 12,.1971 

DE~PARTTMENT OF SOIL 
CONSE RV A'.ti ON • 

State of Iowa 
NOTJOE O!F EiLE:CTIOiN RESULT 
0F COIMlMISSIONE:RS OF IOWA. 
COUlNTY SOi iL CONSERVATriON 
J) ISTRJ:CT. 
TO· ALL 1PERSO~S 'INTERESTED , 
iNOrviCE •IS HE~REBY G~VEN: 

That the talbuJations set out be~ow 
give a full, coned, and true r.eiport 

, of tJhe result of an election of c9m- I 

missioners !for the .JOIWa \County sOil 
Conservation District held on tlhe 

, 3rd day o:f August, 1971._ ' 
, Name of . · No. of Votes 
: Candidates . . Received 
Keith Enocll:!On, 

Hilton pre·cinct __ " ____ · ___ ___ · _ 103-
Dravid MrcC'all'tney · ' 

Dayton precinct ___ __ "~·- _ _ _ _ _ 70 
Vernon S~andetrsfeld, 
· Iowa. precinct ___ _____ __ __ ~ ·- 88 

J eiTy Ti-m·!Jl, Hartford I precinct ·- ________ • _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ss 
·Total Votes Cast in Eilerc·tion __ 346 ' 

-1/ hJ#1 ~,.~t:R_ !/t~ 111 A~~.wv-f<r"'"~l~~ flU fyL-...v>.,.. . 1' ,. ~~ a,J..,/7' 

1~ cONSEif4ff~'! ... S.,il Cell8erv~~ 
ElECTION RESULTS ·,·/ . .-__ ; . Oilrti1n&•wner• • 
DEPARTME:tiT OF ~OIL CO~SER-· ~rli.'Bfect@lf 1 

VA TION :~-tf~ssioners for the county 
'[ State of Iowa soil . co~ervation district were 

NOTICE OF ELECTION RESULT . elected Aug. 3, during vo&g at 
OF COMMISSIONERS OF IOWA the_Iowa.countyfair. · • /' · 
COUNTY SOIL -CONSERVATION Candidates and · thetr votes 

were Keith Enochson, Hilton, 103 
DISTRICT I votes; David McCartney, Dayton, 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED , 70; Vernon , Sandersfeld, Iowa, 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: - 88; Jerry Timm, Hartford, 85. 

That the tabulations set out 1 I There were 346 votes cast. 
below give a full, correct, and I 
true report of the result of an : 
election of commissioners for 
the Iowa County S_9il Conserva-
tion District held on the 3rd day 

, I 
of August, 1971. . · 

(· 

NAMES· OF ALL NO. OF 
CANDIDATES VOTES RECEIVED 

· Keith Enochson, 
Hilton Precinct __ : _q __ :_ --· 103 

David McCartney. 
Dayton Precinct --- - -- 70 

Vernon Sandersfeld. 
low a Precinct - - - -- - - - - 88 

· Jerry Timm, ' 
Hartford Precinct ------ 85 

TOTAL VOTES CAST IN 
ELECTION: 346 

"DEPARTMENT OF,.SOIL CON-
SERVATION ; 

E~~'~" Acres Will Have Terraces 
') 

BlJ!LDS TER~AcES-When terrace work is completed in future on the Carl Schnebbe 
farm in Hl\loii township there will be about eighty acres terraced. These terraces 

r-,l_vab~ · were completed in August. There were about 15,000 feet in the five te_~!_~es 
u ... ..:'and Schnebbe is planning to do another 3,000 feet when com is out' thi~'"' 

Uprights at center left and right are surface inlets. Strip cropping is used om 
er side witli W.ass back sloped on the terrace~ said Rick Cordes, conservation dir.-
ector. 

-,--- • 
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DEPARTMENT · OF SOIL CONSERVATION -
State of Iowa ~ .. J NOTICE OF ELE:CT1~0N 'RE­
SULT OF COMMISSIONERS OF IOWA COUNTY, 
SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT. 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN: That the tabthlations set out be­
low 'give a fun, correct, and true report of. the 

. result of arr election of commissioners for the IoWa · 
~rr>,.County Soil Conservation District held on the 3rd 
· : .... day of August, 1971. 

. NAMES OF ALL CANDIDATES VOTES REC'D 

Keith Enochson, Hilton Precinct 
David McCartney, Dayton Precinct 
Vernon Sandersfeld, Iowa Precinct 
Jerry Timm, Hartford Precinct 

TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELEC. 

103 
70 
88 
85 

346 

Department of Soi.l Conservation. 

Red Running 
H0Dds 

HLV Varsity Giils Track. 
began Feb. 28. There were 
18 girls out at the 1st practice. 

The returning letterman are 
Jill ·Hawkins, Jan Fetzer, and 
Carolyn Maschmann as seniors, 
Christel Brown, Mary Brugge ~ .

1 
· , . ~!'.!.!.. ~ter }·3.to }4 •. Then 

man, Debbie Butler, Judy .. : • .'ltlall i;)~.lrenze- and 
Rhinehart, and Cindy Ward•.ao!' ; ~~lO\'(S by Nil~ Fr~n~t 
juniors, Virginia DeMeulen .:t-·.;···· j .~uea 1he W.~4or•· 4aherad ~ 
.aere, Sue Feller', Connis - · ·· · 10 at half 35 to 25 • 

. Rhinehart, and Alicia Si~pson In_ae tecond half BGM .get 
as sophomores. to Wltllin.elght points <?DOe~ • 

Also these girls are out Batb but the Warriors kept their 
Cooney, Dena DeMeulen~ere, poise. and pulled ahead by 
Debbie Healey, Rhonda Heit- 1 ~ wuh three and a half 
mann, Kathi Koble, Brenda minutes to go and held on. 

.18· JOURNAL· TRIBUNE 
WlLLIAMSBURG. lOW A 52381 

THURSDAY, AUG. 12,.1971 

DE,PARTTMENT OF SOIL ,. 
COiNSERVA'I:ION 

State of Iowa 
NOT!J'OE O!F EiUE'CTiON RESUUJ.' 
0 'F ICOIMlMISSION\E:RS. OF J:OW!A 
COUNTY SOiiL <X>NSERV AT.ION 
D'ISTRiiCT. 
TO· ALL IPE-RSO!NS liNTERESTED 
~OTICE 'IS HEREBY GilVEN: ' 

That the tabulations set out be~ow 
g~ve 1a full, co~rrec.t, and tTue r~eiport 

1 
of tJhe result of an election of c9m-. 1 

1 missioners !for the ,IOIWa !County sOil 
Conservation District he~d on t!he 

1 
3rd da:y Qf August, 1971._ ~ 
Name of . · · - No. of Votes 

l Candidates Received 
Keith EnochS'on, 

Hilton precinct __ " _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 103-
0avid M•cC'aTtney, 
I Dayton precinct _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 70 
Vernon S~andersfeld, . · . 

, · Iowa precioot ___ ~ _____ __ ·: ~ _ 88 

1 

,Jerry :ri-m·91, Harlford ~ _ ~ 
1 

:Pl"·eicmct _________ • _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 85 
Total Votes Gast in Eilection __ 346 

DEPARTMENT OF SOIL CONSER-· 
VATION 

[ State of Iowa 
I NOTICE OF ELECTION RESULT 

OF COMMISSIONERS OF lOW A 
COUNTY SOIL "coNSERVATION 
DISTRICT 

• '/ (). • IJ_ ..,.I#J ~:_AAJ . 
~.. "A~LUU-If.~j}J-'f7' 

. S.il Ceftllerv~~ 
,__,.issioaeril • 

.. .. Blected i ··~. • · 

~c~:n~t~tiissioners for the county 
soil , co~ervation district were 
elected Aug. 3, during voting at 
the Iowa county fair. · / ·-

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED' I 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: .-

'Candidates and their votes 
were Keith Enochson, Hilton, 103 
votes; Davi~ McC~tney, Day:ton, 
70; Vernon , Sandersfeld, Iowa, 
88; Jerry Timm, Hartford, 85. 

That the tabulations set out 1 

below give a full, correct, and I 
true report of the result of an 
election of commissioners for 
the Iowa County Sgil Conserva­
tion District held on the 3rd day 
of August, 1971. . " · . ·. I 
NAMES OF ALL ·.: NO. OF 
CANDIDATES VOTES RECEIVED 

· Keith Enochson, 
Hilton Precinct __ : -----~ 103 

David McCartney, 
Dayton Precinct ------ 70 

Vernon Sandersfeld, 
Iowa Precinct --------- 88 

Jerry T imm, ' 
Hartford Precinct ------ 85 

TOTAL VOTES CAST IN 
ELECTION: 346 

'DEPARTMENT OF; -SDIL CON-
SERVATION . 

~ There ·were 346 votes cast. 

EiJ~" Acres Will Have Terraces 
... ; ' 

Landuyt, and Joyce .Rhinehart. for_ a 15 poi?~ win. h . T , . . . . . . 
On March 11, the girls -w~ll go The W arr.Iors once ag~in ', BUlL?~ ER~ACES-~hen terrae~ work Is com~leted m future on the Carl Schnebbe 

to the Drake. Indoor Meet. The went to theu bench for help farm m liiftoii township there will be about mghty acres terraced. These terraces 
girls will only have 2 weeks o.f a~d Steve ?chultz re~po~ded · ~~,.v·~b~ ··~ co~pleted in August. There were ,about 15,000 feet in the five te_l"!'!.~~s 
practic~ for this meet but they With 11 potnts and Niles - · ""and Schnebbe IS planning to do another 3 000 feet when com is out' thia . filii. 
feel that it is a good practice Fr_uendt with 6. Reggie Uprights at center left and right are surface 'inlets. Strip cropping is used c)ri). 

·- ....., .. __ _ , - '- -~ ~- Dietze had 20 and Lee Border er side witti grass back sloped on the terrace~ said Rick Cordes, conservation dir.-
ector. 
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onored l8 ConservatiiR Practices· 
AWARDED PLAQUES-Iowa county soil conservation dis­
trict held its annual awards nigli( at Colony Village last 
We~esday night with honors goin~ to winners in four di­
visions for top conservation practices. The R-aymond · 
Br~ns, Parnell, left, won the long time cooperator di­
vi~ieJ:l ; the Carroll Shaulis~ Millersburg, won the operator 
and the Kenneth Kleins, Cedar Rapids, right, the owner 
divisio~ ,and Mrs. Arlene Ford, HLV teacher, third from 

a 
il' CoRserva 

left, standing, won the teacher award. Not present was 
David Stevens who won the new cooperator division. Linda 
Triggs, Williamsburg teacher, talked on the fall teachers 
conservation workshop at Luther,. and Roy Lars01j, Wil­
liamsburg, showed slides on the eastern 'Europeao. he 

tmk la~t- ~um100r. Also ~t~ndi~·J~e e~~t ~- -'~QIIJ.i:n­
old H~g_~s, Traer. H1ggms IS pres1d~f :f~~s't·ate 
cpnservation association. 

feet '"'diviJ.:·.~~- ' ~- _ .ri.:»-§J;t!J;;-1~o 
, ~- .. ~·1'4-44 rl'-ter-

l~ ·4'· . _ . _,too ~:~rtt~~;k~t. 
~·!ill on who far~()'lll4 

\ 

apa-es has 156 acresai~n­
toured, 6.9 acres water;was. 
four. miles of: .... terrace~t..6 
(nije diversion terrace ,1·Jiw,o 
farjll po·nds and 300,00Q t f~~t 

~, Klei~-Shqull far~:~is 
~ \!ontourett""77 strip ~.crp -

u~ :--1-ters in three" farm di .:.' · to criter-ia- guide I 
nd one teacher were by contest sponsor~s 

plaques at the an- Moines Register -
nty soil conservation and the Iowa F~rm -allllllilllle 

ment award program Register. 
a banquet Wednesday 

night•, Oct. 20 at Colony Vil- -. 
'

'acres of which 48 a~res 

· :and 1~6 acres on .~~ · h 

1 \ . . C. h til.\a_ m· . <is )-!Seq. t . e 
I 

~ t.2, cil!' . j ~; t . ' w 5 
a~Jil ·~si)y~i' ~· . · ~ -~ H\d 
8 Otlft £ftt t ti ·d . .. .c. 
' ~~ !:"> . CJ .. ~ 0 ·_!:· ·' .t~.---1 •¥;,._ 

i 
- 1r!fi~r 

4V' , <> ~ 
') 

lage.- · 
Those honored were Ray-

mond · Britton, Parnell, long 
~~onerator division: 

lein, Cedar Rap-
rroll Shaull, North 

n owner-tenant di­
vid Stevens. Ma­

cooperator: and 
rd , HL V teacher in 
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~LIAMSBURG 
cow;ttf soil conserv 

·werE'' presented on 
~ Colony · .. villa 

with 65 peo~ 
t r t,;J 

1. !-an ~· 

I 
~~ ~H £ .... ., .. one awartAfor~ 

long'ihne c o o p e r a t or wp 
e~ by Mr. and Mrs. ,Ray~ 
I mona- Britton of Parnen;· wlio 
'farms ~.04 acres, im~oved by ; . 
constJ~tion plans. , b ~. I 

The owner-operator ,.:~visltfu I 
two awards were sharep by Mr. I 
and Mrs. Carroll Shaull of Norfh 
Englislftld Mr. and Mrs. Ken- 1 
neth Kf. pf Cedar Rapids:}~<i 1 1 

1 Shaulis farm 200 acres of t~ I 
own and, rent the Klein ' l60 I 

· acres, ~here conservation iff­
forts in , the past three y 
ha':~ been in progress. , 

Mr. and Mrs. David Stev. 
of Marengo, won the divi., 
thr!!r a new cooperato 
I co . tion practices. Ste 

l
bou ._'a 120 acres in r 
year...:,.and rents another 
acres} \ 

A.A ed a citation -2 
the SCS organitation 

was-mrrold Sherman of Ll'dora, 
retiring chairman. _ .[ 

Linda Triggs, of Williams­
burg, reported· on the teachers 
co,nservation workshop 
! ther fellege this : __ ___ ..... ......._. 
l ~a'IOD, 
!vided an 
, European ttip. 

Iowa farm 
City Week 

Governor Robert D. Ray has ~ 
proclaimed Nov. 19. to 25 as 
Iowa Farm-City Week. 

In signing the proclamation, 
he urged "all citizens of 
Iowa, whether urban or rural, 
to recognize the good qual~ty 
of Iowa life" and "to wotk year 
round to continue to improve .· 
our good low a living." 

The Iowa Farm-City Com­
mittee is ur.ging groups_ th~ougn-· 

out the state to devise programs 
and meetings to insure a cooper­
ative effort "to n;uly make Iowa 
a place to grow. " 

Fred White, chairman of 
the Iowa County Soil Conserva­
tion District, says that Farm­
City Week provides an excel­
lent opportunity for rural and 
urban people to get together 
and plan for comm~nity de­
veldpment. It also serves as a 
reminder that all people depend 
on soil and water resources, and 
everyone has a responsibility in 
saving those _ resour~es, White 
says. 
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Iowa county farmers inter­
ested in tile inlet terraces are 
encouraged to attend a ter­
race tour Jan. 27. 

Grassed backslope ter­
races, broadbase terraces on · 

· a steep field slope and broad­
base terraces 1 on a ·nat field 
slope will be observed. Ac­
cording to Rick Cordes, dis­
trict conservationist, one of 
the three examples should be 
typical to most situations. 

Tour will begin at tte Soil · 
Conser.v a tion -Service office in 
Williamsburg at 1: 15 p.m. De­
pending o~ the number at­
tending, travel arrangements 
will try to be provided. 

, Jo"-C" 't' a\ ... -;.,.. tht.-.'\~ :2 . 3 - ·7.1_ 

Postpone Terrace 
:rour Tbilrsd~y Due 
ITo Hecwy Snow fall 

The 800 Conservation se.rvliee 
tour, 1Pl1anneld for last Thursday, 
wars poSitpohed tO" some undeterm­
. ined dlate. The snow .sto'Mil I"a•ging 
-at that ;time made it imposslilbJ.Je to 
-Viiew :tlhe g:r.alssed back sl.OIPe te·r-
r.a:ce.s, lbroadlba1se teroa;ces on a 
1sl:eep field, and s:iimilJar terl'la,ces 
'on a f.Jlat iffi.eld. AlccordJing to Rick 
,{l>•rd1es, district eonJS'e~V1atlon'i·st, a 1 

I

. diaite will. lbe .set wihen tWJeat.ber and 
!field condi1Jiops are !fla:vooab1e fpr 
rucih a lbou:r. -
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- Gazette photo by AI Swegle 

Six farmers and the Iowa county conse.r_vaHon board had ,_ a hand in esta-blishing a tile 
outJet terrace syste-m which drains t hroug_h this concrete structure. Rick Cordes of Wil· 
-liamsburg, Iowa county soil ' district , con.seryat-ion, pictured ' standing by. the structure_, said 
the project would help control eros!o,n fr~m · e 690)a cr;.~ area which drains into Lake' Iowa 
west ·of Williamsburg. 

-
THE PIONEER-REIIJBLICAN 
Marengo, Iowa, Feb :~:~{f972 Page 

-·;Terraces~ ·With Tile· Outlets 
" At~E!PteCrFOr ErOsion control 

Te.-races with tile outlets pondage areas around tile out-
a re receiving increased ac- lets are inflow and outflow 
ceptance as a successful e,ro- rates of both soil and water to 
sion control measure says ~ and from the poridage area 
Rick Cordes, soil conserva~ and water retention time in 
tion service. pondage area. 

Use of underground con- As water reaches pon.dage 
duits to remove-surface water area, flow velocity dropsdras-
ponded in depressions above tically and sediment in sus.: 
terraces· · permits construe- pension begins to settle out 
tion of essentia lly parallel ter- Cordes explained. 
r~·ce sys~ems that .can be effi- . Larger particl~s settle out 1 
ciently farmed with modern first, and dependmg on reten-
equipment on hilly and r9lling tion time and distance sedi-
topography : These terraces ment must fall before it 
are. designed to contain and to reaches tile outlet, only the 
temporarily store the rainfall finer particles a re discharged 
fro·m a ten year frequency through the tile outlet. 
storm in · planned pondag~ Soil loss was measured at 
_areas, .. where f!IOSt of the sedi- four locations in Iowa. Ter-
ment IS depos~te? and the e.x- raoe systems have been in 
cess wa~er IS safely dis- continuous row crop with 
charged m a 24 to 48 hour management by farm oper-
pe:~od . through . s.ubsurface a tor. Annual soil loss ranged 
dram. outlets. W_Ithn~ the ter- from 42 to 924 pounds per acre 
race mterya.l, With time, .n.at- with 80 percent occurring 
ural erosw~ and depositiOn durin'g May to July. Of the 
p~ocess that takes place tends 15,75'2 pounds of soil per acre, 
to smooth and level the topo- estimated to be delivered to 
~raphy · the ~ondage areas, only 624 
_ Although most of the soil is pounds per acre were lost. Un-

retained, some sediment is der given conditions, tile out- · 
lost with discharged water. let terraces can reduce the ex-
Little quantitative informa- pected average annual soil 
tion i~ available on soil and loss by approximately 96 per-
water losses from tile outlet cent. 
terraces .even _though th~y As ~the study , sl}ows, soil 
have received wtde use. losses .have been significantly 

Major factors affecting soil reduced by the use of tile out-
and water loss from water let terraces Cordes added . - ---------

,,;.,r.s-Fighf ·Soil . Loss. , 
t.LJID~·Ih Lake· lo.wa Watershed 
&l Jt:L: . . . 

. LIAMSBURG - A two stalled 4, 716 feet of tile and 
nar educational campaign to 1,556 feet of waterway in 1970 
encourage farmers to control and 8,577 feet of tile and 520 
erosion in the Lake Iowa wa- ·. fee~ of waterway in 1971. 
tershed is paying off. -Uoyd . Wiebold Williams-

Six fart?ers have joined to-· burg, irlstalled 3,500 feet p( til~ 
· gether With the Iowa county and 1,750 feet of waterway in 

conservation board to install a 1970 al\d 2,476 feet of water­
tile outlet terrace system, apd. way and 4,600 feet of tile in 
eight of the 11 farmers in the 1971. · · 
1,~15 acre ":atershed are In additiol), Larry Schaf-
domg consertatiOn work. buch of Ladora plans to build · 

Already ··· m()re ' than seven 5~000 feet of tile outlet ter­
miles of tile· have been laid races ne-xt year, and Harry . 
and nearly two·' miles of wa- H ~ w k i n s <;>f Williamsburg 
terway bas ~~D shaped. An- plans . to do _' so~e tiling and 
other mile of tne wiii be laid . waterway shaptng ne-xt yea.r 
next year before the project. is as a~p~ut of the single prote~t. _ 
complete. Othe~ farmers in the water- l 

The conser:vation work is shed have ~so done soil eon- ; 
being financed by a special servation work. Last year 
Rural Environmental Assis- :Wayne ~eyer of Ladora . in­
tpnce Program (REAP) under stalled 1,200• _feet of_ terraces 
which the federal government and Fred BoU of VIctor con­
cost ;;hares 80 percent of the structed a livestock pond. 

' 'I' ' · 

t .. ~ cost of the project. . Rfck ~Cordes of Williams-' 
The one tile outlet terrace burg, Iowa county soil district 

system covers a 690 acre conserv,ationist, said the ero­
drainage area. The Iowa sion control project was need­
county conservation board is ed to halt the loss of soil in 
installing the 35 by 16 fe.et the lake. '· · I 

race cost 22 cents a foot on a 
three percent slope and an­
other terrace cost 42: cents ~a 
foot on a steeper' 7 t( ~ I!rr-
cent slope. - - ~ · ;: .. ·.:· .;.:.·: 

co!lcrete structure on the The tile outlet terrace sys­
upper · enft of tJle lake, and tern-works best . on long, ~Pt, 
fiv~ of the six farmers al- - slop.es, Cordes said. The. ~r­
ready iris tailed tile.. ra9~s . ~9~t. more. on steeper 

The tile project~ will be com- slope's •. Col:P.es · said I one ter­
pleted next year when the · 

Cordes said he· was --a>~r­
sonal~y ple~sed with the ~'(jop. 
eration farmers w~rtt giving 
in- the watex:shed th~ past twq 

berms are in place,, -and soil 
officials plan \to shape the wa-
terway and install thA! remain- · 
ing tile. 

Here's what the cooperators 
in the project have ·done so · 
far: , 

-Basil Davis, Ladora, in­
stalled 200 feet of tile this 
year. 

-Clarence Davis, Ladora, · 
·installed 2,800 feet of water- i 

way and 11,348 feet of tile the 
past two years as well as GOn- 1 
structing a livestock pond. . . ~- ~, 

-Larry Davis{ La,d~ra, · ~- ~~ . 

·' 

yeart .. ..:.. .. • 

J,T - :.l.-10 - '1 ~ 

•--:;~ 
r _ _ f~~rr .. ' . .i • ,.. . ' . 

lri '·Stat~ · ~-~ 
~ ·county ~ndowners desiring 
~m any ~s .for ~JI\~ 
~-~vmg exr fore~, ero­
siOn' control or ~ d'li!fe cover can 

I obtftin 1Jhem fro~ the stJa~ . forestry 
mmsery. 'Dher,e are V1aa."!OWSJ types 

' of deciduous and eveflgreen · trees 
avtai!lta/ble. Some shrUbs and a. spe­
cial 'wifldiliife pmket m·ay lallso t>e 
obllaineld a1t a minim• ·cost · to the -t 

llandowneT. - . . ~-
. IAooording to Olem MidB.l'l. n,. 
se·f'VIation tedlmilcdlan, the 

. paickets are ~ally useful qe­
veloping w.hldliife area& around :f.ar,m 
ponds. He continues, however, not 
to plant the trees c~oser tban 30 
feet to the dam. 

I Order bllanb are av1a~Rable frem 
~the Soil Consel"V".ation service, 

. ASCS offiirce, coun1ly ex:bell!Siion serv­
ice, conservation o$iicer, and dlts­
trict foreis·ter. 
~r than w.Hdtife ·paCk~ a•d 

Walck w~ut ~s, a· m:Ud­
:mum order of 500 trees in mul~s 
of 250 wiM be ac'cePted. · 

·.,, 

_I 
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Six farmers and the Iowa county conser_v aHon board had .. a hand in establishing a tile 
outJe+ terrace system which dra ins t hrough this concrete structure. Rick Cordes of Wil· 
Hamsburg, Iowa count.y soil distr.fct . con.servati~n, pictured· standing by. the structure_, said 
the prQject wo!Jid help control erosion fr~m a 690)acr;.e area which drains into Lake Iowa 
west ·of Williamsburg. , . 

·rHE PIONEER·R~II,.LICAN ,6 
Marengo , Iowa, Feb. M 4.1972 Page . 

: :;re r:ra·ces ~ ·With· TiiEf Outlets 
r • ,_ l :· .. _4 ..... - .f.l.•- - ~> ~' - .,.• , .... • ' 

Accepte'd For Erosion Control 
Te.-races with t ile outlets pondage areas around tile out-

are receiving increased ac- lets are inflow and outflow 
ceptance as a successful e.~o- rates of both soil and water to 
sion control measure · says . and from the pondage area 
Rick Cordes, soil conserva.::. and water retention time in 
tion service . pondage area . 

Use of underground con- As water reaches pondage 
duits to remove-surface water area , flow velocity dropsdras-
ponded in depressions above tically and sediment in sus.: 
terraces· · permits construe- pension · begins to settle out 
tion of essentially parallel ter- Cordes explained. 
race systems that can be effi- Larger particles settle out 
ciently farmed with modern first , and depending on reten-
~quipment on hilly and r9.lling tion time and distance sedi-
topography. These terraces ment must fa ll before it 
are. designed to contain and to reaches tile outlet , only the 
temporarily store the rainfall finer particles are discharged 
fro·m a ten year frequency through the tile outlet. 
storm in · planned pondag~ Soil loss was measured at 
areas ,_.where f!lOS t of the sedi- four locations in Iowa. Ter-
ment Is depos~te? and the e_x- race systems have been in 
cess wa~er IS safely dis- continuous row crop with 
charged m a 24 to 48 hour management by farm oper-
pe~~od . through. s.ubsurface a tor. Annual soil loss ranged 
dram. outlets. W.tthn~ the ter- from 42 to 924 pounds per acre 
race mteryal, With time, .n.at- with 80 percent occurring 
ural erosw~ and depositiOn durin'g May to July. Of the 
p~ocess that takes place tends 15,75'2 pounds of soil per acre, 
to smooth and level the topo- estimated to be delivered to 
~raphy · the ~~ndage areas, only 624 

pounds per acre were lost. Un­
der given conditions, tile out- · 
let terraces can reduce the ex­
pected average annual soil 
loss by approximately 96 per­
cent. 

._ Although most of the soil is 
retained, some sediment is 
lost with discharged water. 
Little quantita tive informa­
tion is available on soil and 
water losses from tile outlet 
terraces even though they 
have received wide use. · 

Major factors a ffecting soil 
and water loss from water 

As ~the study . ·sh,ows, soil 
losses .have been significantly 
reduced by the use of tile out­
let terraces Cordes added . 

· ·:~ · 

,,j~rs~ Fight:' Soil Loss 
1 n Lake· lo.Wa W atershecl 

XL' . 
,LIAMSBURG - A two 

nar educational campaign to 
encourage farmers to control 
erosion in the· Lake Iowa wa- ·· 
tershed is paying off. 

Six farmers have joined to­
gether with the low~ county 
conservation board to install a 
tile outlet terrace· system, apd 
eight of the 11 farmers in the 
1,015 acre watershed.- are 
doing conseriation work. 

Already · m~~e 
1 
than seven 

miles of tile· have been laid 
·l 

and nearly tlyo miles of wa-
terway has ·~een shaped. An­
other mile of tne will be laid 
next year before the project is 
complete. · 

The conser.:vation work is 
being financed by a special 
Rural Environmental Assis­
tpnce Program (REAP) under 
which the federal government 
cost ~hares 80 perc~nt of the 
cost cf the project. 

The one tile outlet terrace 
system covers a 690 acre 
drainage area. The Iowa 
county conservation board is 
installing the 35 by 16 feet 
concrete structure on the 
upper · en_9. of the lake, and 
five of the six farmers al- . 
ready installed tile. , ~ 

The tile project will be com,; 
pleted next year .when the '· 
berms are in place,, -and soil 
officials plan \to shape the wa­
terway and install the remain--~ 
ing tile. 

Here's what the cooperators 
in the project have done so · 
far: , 

-Basil Davis, Ladora, in­
stalled 200 feet of tile- this 
year. 

-Clarence Davis, Ladora, 
·installed 2,800 feet of water- 1 
way and 11,348 feet of tile the 
past two years as well as con- I 

structing a livesto~k pond-. . ~- .! 

stalled 4, 716 feet o.f tile and 
1,556 feet of waterway in 1970 
and 8,577 feet of tile and 520 
fee~ of waterway in 1971. 

-lloyd Wiebold, Williams­
burg, iiistalled 3,500 feet 9f. til~ 
and 1,750 feet of water way in 
1970 an.d 2,476 feet of water­
way and 4,600 feet of tile in 
1971. . . 

In additio~, Larry Schaf­
buch of Ladora plans to build 
5,000 feet of tile outlet ter­
races next year, and Harry . 
H a w k i n s of Williamsburg 
plans to do : some tiling and 
waterway shaping next yea.r 
as a., part of the single project. ·. 

" y .. ..; 

Other farmers in the water- i 

shed have illso done soil eon- ~ 
servation · work. Last year 
Wayne Meyer of Ladora . in­
s talled i,200• feet of terraces 
and Fred Bott of Victor con­
structed a livestock pond. 
. Rfck -·c_ordes of Williams-1 

burg, Iowa: county soil district 
conserv,ationist, said the ero­
sion control project was need­
ed to halt the loss of soil in 
the lake. ,, · 1 

The tile outlet terrace sys­
tem. works best .'on long, fl.pt, 
slop_es, Cordes said. 'The, t~r­
ra,9~S . t:P.~l more. on steeper 
·slopes ... . (Jordes · said I one ter-

v • 

• i. ;.') 

race cost 22 cents a foot on a 
three percent slope and an-:­
other terrace cost 42: cents)a . 
foot on a steeper '7 io· · ~ ~r-
cent slope. ' ·, • ':;.., · _< ,' ~ t 

..., . ,. 
Cordes s.aid he was :~ p~r­

sonalJy ple~sed with the. ~<Jop-­
eration farmers WE!rtl . gtving 
in the watershed th~ past two 
yeart r:.,. .•. • . _ . · 

;; ~T ~ :l.-1 o ... ~ ;:L 
....... 

t ·county landowners desiririg 
. . . ¢ any ~s .for ~~ 

Ol"'~vdng exr forests, ero• 
simi control or 1W d'ld!fe oorer can 

-Larry Davis( l.ad,ora, ' tn- '~· . 
l ' < • J 

I obtfin :1lhetn from the s·tiate. forestry 
mmsery. 'Dhetre are V•aa:r.i.OWS: types 
I of deciduous and evel'lgreen · trees 

I 
a _y1ail!a~le .. Some shrUbs and a . spe­
cial ·willdiHife palclket m·ay !also t>e 
oblllained a1t a minimal ·cost · to the .. 

!landowner. . . . ~· 

\' 

1 IAOOording to Ole1m MidB:t,. n.-
se·rVIation teChnilcilan, the 

. paiekets are espeiciaJ.ly u!eful qe· 
veloping whldlilfe areas around iiar,m 
. ponds. He oonooues, .howe\fe!r, not 
to plant th~ tr~s closer than 30 
feet to the dam. 

' Order blianb are 81V1ad1alble. £rem 
·the Soii Conservt.ation service, 
ASCS Olffii!ce, county extension serv­
ice, oonserv-Mion o:fi£ilcer, and dls­
tzict foreis·ter. 

Otilier than wildlife ·packetS alld 
:blal~k w~ut ~s, a· mbti­

•mum order of 500 trees iii mul~s 
·of 250 wiffi1 be ac'cePted. · " 

···I 



3-Acre Pond-at Harley Carter Farm 

A bu.Udiozer puts the finisMng touches to the large earthe.n dam 
for a huge pond at the Harley Carter fa•rm, iust nortb of North. Eng­
lish. When completely filled with water the pond will cover threat 
acres, making it the •~cmd largest farm pond in Iowa cou·nty. It 
will be large enougt. ~~ltoating and water skling and, of c.ou~, 

' Mr. Carter plar;ts to · st~ , :lt \¥!' fish. . 

·_ .:~:·:,

1 
The ASIC Colmty Commilttee, 

-~':).. ~long Wlith offi·oe personnel aiild 
"";.},~ ' i Les1ie F\mlseth, Di~i·dt Di-

rector and Robert '\\'1a'1lson,, Di­
rector at LBll'lge;, I'leoently went 
on a; Oonserv:ation TOU!I" af Iowa~· 
County prod ectts. The tour was 
plBJim~ by the Soil Con3er'V'a­
t ion office with Rri!ck Cordes, 
Tedhndclan~ a'Illd Mr. Fired White, 
OhJatirUtlajn of the SoiL Commis­
sioners, serving as 1giuildes. 

Th!e farms V'isited amid the 
practJi•ce3 observed at 'eiaiCh fa.rrm ' 
were as follows: 

~aytmanki Britten-TeiTaces. 
Fr:ed White-Terr aces. 
Benny Oswei1~-GI1ass~ wat­

t erw:~, erosion control SJtr.uoture 
and terr1c:Joes. 

Harley /Cartler--Grassep. water­
w.ay and erosion con·trol siruct­
une. 
Georg,~ J. Hinrichs - Erosion 

. control 1$trluctul'le, waterway anfo terracea. ~ · ·- · ·· .. 
~· Davis-2Terrta!ces and wa­

te~. 
1 At ea(bh place,- M.r.·-eomes'. and 

_ . 1 ~-:---:~;.~~::z~:~ / ·· · · ___ _ 

I
Mr. White exp]Jadtted tfie_ ·· 
and how it solVted : a ocmserva- , 

ltion problem. In a1~ cases, the,[. 
.fk !l"mers either have beeri or will 
be oost-1shia:red on thej.r woi-k un­
der i:he Rrui!'la1l Ewi.ronmental .AJs­
sis~O)I1Ce Pro1g'I"am. The tour w as I 
very informative and ··en jo)Tred by ' 
all. · · ' 

'). ~ t./ .. 7 ~ 
• ~ · . I 

Club abifit New l.Gvi"' -1 
•Rli!C!hlanl Corde!s, Iowa county 1 

soiN COilJServia!tiollii:Sit, e~lladned to . 
hls fellow iKlilwiamans 'lbursdla~ I 
noon the variOus optioDIS aDd re­
quiremellltJsi df the new ISIO'N conser- I 

. , Vlartlion 1aw adopted by the state I! 

·. lelg'!i~ature Wlhkh went into etifect . 
11ast J~y 1. • . I 

He 1!H.wsk'ated his remarlm Wlth ' 
· ·colored . s~des, slhowmg telT'alcing, : 
• strip farming, conltoUJring Qnd 
farm J>O.nds. , 

He also explained the procedure 
in case one nedighfbor fee1s that he 

The week of 'Muy 7 to 14, 1972 
is Soil Stewards·hip We·ek. This 
sp•ecial event_ will be ohs:erved in 
~churches all over the statee of 

Iowa. 

'1s being subjected to a run-off 
condli'tion ·whlich ils destroyling his 
cropls and :fiarm ]and. Thfus ils done, 
Olf cows·e, wilth an appeal to the · 
soil oommi:ssioneiTIS who mlake an · 
investigation. In case he doesn't 
~get the ooope~on he lfee!ls he . · 

l 
i!s enltitled to, then the Illexlt step. is . . 
to appea[ i!t to the d1sltrict court. ; 

' As for contouring, he 5/tlated 
there h!aiVe· been instances where It is the r es,p·onsihility of man 

to us·e wi·s·ely the trea<B"ure·s· of the 
land, the waters' and wildlife, the 
forest a nd the fields. 

·soill erosion hars !been · ;reduced 
f rom 2()- tons to 3.2 toills. He con­
tinued by s1a~g there are sevelfal 
oondiltions collltrilbuting tO erosion: 
type df sOO., amount of riamau,­
crqp robatlioo. . 

Cons,erva.timi i,s a ·chor e · for 
everyon;e·. Do you r s:hare. One Olf: hls .p~cturels w:a1s of a 

fMlm pond juSit completed this 
year whi!Cih wflil hdld back the flow 

1 of walter, bwt a1]510 provide recre,a­
j 1l~(m. foT 1Jhe Jiar<~ Jflamily SUCh r 
flishmg and bolafulig. Not many 

Mr. and Mr s. Pa:ul Oldfielod came 
fl"om Wellman Sunday to:- get Fern 
Darby and Walter to :spend the 
day with them. Mr. and Mrs. Rich· 
ard Oldfield and family were there! 
also. , · 

fa['!mers wti:lll a!S/Sume tlhe ri!s'k of 
' openmg tlhedr ponds for outside 
. fishing, be said. 

He a1lso explained tbe cost shar­
ing in S!Oil coillseil'IV~tion projects ' 
wlblilclh a:mOUillts to a mlaximum of t· 
$500, though $300-$400 is the more . 
common amount. 1t liBls been dem~.' • 
onstl'laJted, he slaid, tbat wbere son 
coiisennation bas been put· mto-ef­
fect oorn Ji(eld · bals .. increased 
from tbtt:~Jo _five buslhtells. an acre. 

.- · .-r. -~---

Eash Is Named F 
ment, and a good set of 
records, the -Eash family has 
greatly improved their finan­
cial position and has made 
their family farming oper­
ation a successful and profit­
able enterprise Nelson con­
cluded. Farm Fanlily : Of Year ·· 

' . ~ 

The I.owa county F a rmers 
Home Administration com­
mittee consisting of Edward 
F . Reitzler . Arnold E . Huede­
pohl and John W. Stevenson , 
along with Vernon W. Nelson . 
recently recognized the Don­
ald E. Eash family, rural Pa r­
nell , as the · 1972 F armers 
Home Administration farm 
family of the ·yea r. 

The Eash family began w,ith 
FHA jn 1965 with a farm oper­
ating loan and with" the a id 
Eas_h switched h'is farming 
operation from turkeys to 
hogs and beef cows . P resent­
ly' they operate a 205 acre fa rm 
own'ed by Mrs . Eash 's fa ther. 

Eash'·s enthusiasm fo r live­
stock' 'shows in the 8.5 litter 
averqge from the s.ow he rd 
and\ the · tiybrid vigor and 

growth rate of his crossbred 
calves. 

Eash is a staunch believer in 
soil conservation, as evi­
denced by his ten years as a 
soil conservation commis­
sioner: Every effort-is m-ade to 
rotate crops, prevent erosion 
and pollution and conserve the 
soil for future use Nelson, 
FHA administrator, pointed 
out. 

Mrs. Eash helps with the 
· fa rm work and helps in the 
loca l Mennonite church, of 
which she is a Sunday school 
teacher. Gardening , sewing 
and paring Jor the three c;hil­
dren, Michael , 19, Merridy~ 16, 
and Martin , 12, are a part .of 
Mrs . Eash's day . 
. Through coQperation with 

FHA, c;arefu~ money·~anage-
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con·s~id.jf · Wlte,r,, ·: L·artd 
l,n.-:· ·lowa-Ce.dat··-~a·ds·iJifr 

Iowa City League of Women 
Voters hosted a community 
planning session on how water 
and . land resources in the 
Iowa-Cedar basin should be 
dev~loped at Sou.theast Junior 
high school Dec. 8 at Iowa 
City. _ 

Rock Island district corps of 
engineers gave a presenta­
tion of alternatives: flood 
plain management, flood­
proofing, construction of 
dCW1s and lakes on main trib­
utaries , tributary watershed 
soil and water conservation 
programs, advanced treat­
-ment of municipal and indus-
trial wastes, ·environmental 
corridors, and the alternative 
of doing nothing about prob­
lems ._and needs. Most of the 
meeting time was spent in 
group review and discussion 
of possible solutions - that . 
should be investigated and 
utilized to satisfy water and 
land -:resource needs in the 
basin.-

Fot'lgpng is a summation of 
variouY~pinions expressed at 
the nteE:ting. 

.· ... 

watershed soil and w~ter con­
servation program. The opin­
ion was that this alternative 
attacks the problem at· its 
sour~e and its extensive use 
would~ greatly reduce erosion 
and reduce stream pollbtipn 
from quantity of fertili:z~rs, 
herbicides and pesticides that 
present!y enter the streams in 
the basin. 

Many of the people believe 
tqat the tfibutary watershed 
soil and water conservation 
programs woul{i al'so reduce 
the flood pro,blems in the im­
mediate area and satisfy some 
of the recreational needs in the 
basin. , 

It was the· general opinion· 
that prog-ress · in tributary 
watershed 8Gil abd water con-­
servation programs shouid be 
greatly a<!celerated. The 
group considered that these 
programs benefit- the entire 
basin all<i that they could be 
greatly accelerated if federal 
and state participation was in­
crease<;i,. thus 'reducing cost to 
landowners: ·' 

Meeting participants indi­
cated thattlie second most ac­
ceptable or desirable alterna­
tive to satisfy water and land 
resource needs in the basin 

was a combination of flood 
plain management. · flood 
plain evacuation anQ environ­
mental corridors. Tfiere were 
statements to the effect that 
basin flood plains should be 
used to satisfy some of the 
open space recreatio'n and 
Wildlife habitat needs. · 

Viewpoints were expressed 
that the feasibility of acguir­
ing and converting the flood­
prone area into a recreational 
area should be investigated 
before structural solutions are -
investigated, and that fti~are 
flood plain developments 
should be regulated by the 
various flood plain manage­
ment techniques to reduce•ad­
ditional future flood dam- · 
ages. · 

Pflrttci_pants felt the most 
acc~~1e alternative, to con­
trol rpnoff and reduce soil ero­
sion, · would · be to expa~~ 

~~--~--~----------------

It was general consensus of 
the group that structural solu­
tions, such as dams and 1¥-es 
on plain tributaries and lev.e.es 
ana floodwalls , might 'be the~ 
only economic means o~_re­
ducing flood damages. How­
ever: these solutions should be 
considered only in those cas'es 
whete problems and needs 
cannot be satisfied by tribu­
tary watershed soil and water 
conservation programs·, flood 
platn management. flood 

' pla'in evacuation, or the en­
vironmental corridor con­
cept. It was also noted that 
qu~lity of any lakes or reser­
voirs on main tributaries in 
the basin would be greatly in­
creased if good conservation 
practices were conducted in 
the upstream watershed. 

~-· 

I 
I ' 
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It was the general consen­
sus of the group that channel 
improvement to reduce flood­
ing generally is not an acce_pt­
able solution due to its ad­
verse environmental effects. -

The group felt that the need 
for advanced treatment of 
municipal and industrial 
waste should be analyzed for 
each individual situation, and 
that due to the lack of infor­
mation available at the meet- • 
ing it was impossible to make 
any general comment. 

The group believed that the : 
"do nothing" alternative was · ·1

1 not. acceptif.ble, that w~~er and .. ~ 
Rock ·Island district corps of ' l~nd reso':lrce needs will «;on- r-' 

engineers will utilize infor- 1 tmue to mc.r~ase and. there :, 
mation obtained at the Iowa k ... should be strtvmg to ~attsfy re­
City meeting, along with infor- ,, source needs. · 
m~tiop obtaiJ?Etd. a~ the five 1 ~ _ / 

similar meel1ngs held ~ 
throughout th£f~ basin · in May 
1971 for initial water resource ' 
planning for the lowa:-Cedar 
·river basin study. The next 
series ·of ·-m~etings , to be 
scheduled' at a:Jater date, will 
present v;;triou~ basin plans 
which have been developed, 

. with costs.,:. for consideration 

. by the public. 

·Farmers who can spare an 
acre of land on the' north or 
west side of their . farmstead 
mainly for evergreen trees 
may cut well over 50 percent of­
the _bitter winter wipd and 
knock out at least two-thirds of 
the wind chill according to Ed 
Grafton , extension forester at 
Iowa State University. 

Grafton said tha~ a good 
three-row windbreak of trees 
25 feet in height can reduce the 
velocity of a 10 mile per .. hour 
wind by 80 percent on the pro­
te~ted side Of a windbreak. 

A good windbreak -provides 
many benefits he continued. 
Among these are reduced 
wind velocities, reduced fuel 
consumption, reduced live­
stock feed costs, control of 
snow drifting and noise abate--­
ment. Windbreak also adds 
beauty to the farmstead year­
rol,lnd , shelters wildlife and 
provides more pleasant win­
ter working conditions. 1 

Grafton said windbreaks 
can reduce fuel c·onsumption 
for home heating by 30 to 35 
percent when the outside 
temperature is -10 degrees 
Fahrenheit, wind velocity is 20 
miles per hour and the inside 
temperature is set at 70 de­
grees Fahrenheit. 

Grafton suggests that · a 
large part of the windbreak be 
evergreen trees for the best 
wind stoppage. He recom­
mends red cedar, Douglas fir, 

- Black Hills spruce, white pine 
or Scotch pine. Other conifers 
can be used if environmental 
factors are suitable. 

A good reason for using 
mostly conifers in a wind­
break is that broadleaf trees 
have shed their leaves in win­
ter' when wind protection is 
needed. Also, once establish­
ed, evergreen trees wiH give 
good protection for a much 
longer time than most bro'ad-

1 leaf trees. Possible loss of -. 
broadleaf trees because of : 
herbicide sprays should also ~ 
be considered when selecting 
windbreak trees. 

Farmers interested in plant­
ing a windbreak are urged by 
Grafton to look into the Rural 
Environmental Assistance 
Program - (REAP) under 
which the federal govern­
ment will pay up to 80 percent 
of the cost of planting a wind­
break. The government will 
pay farmers up to $2~00 for 
each windbreak tree pUuited. 

For more information about 

f> 

this program, farmers are 
urged to contact the Soil Con- · 
servation Service, the county 
extension office in Marengo, 
or the Agricultural Stabi~iza­
tion and Conservation Se_r­
vice (ASCS-). 

- <J../- ;l.:l-

JJ~7.t C2 u2t YOJh7L 

. GobblinQ Up Of 
I Farmland Stirs 
1 Fears; Other UseS 
1 More . than 25,000 ac;re:s of agri-

1 
•CUltUral ,J•and is beillig converted to 
other uses annually in Iowta, -and it 

1 is up to Iowans to see that this 

I land is being converted to the best , 
uses. I 

That was the feeling expressed 
Friday, March 10, -by Minott S<i1li- : 
man, jr., of the U.S. Soil Conser- ' 
v•ation Service in Washington,_ D.C., I 
in a speech in Des Moines. l 

I Silliman, speaking to arbout 400 : 
· ' lowa Farm -Bureau members at- · 

~ tendiil!g a day-long land-use man- \ 
' agemenJt confe!I'ence at Hotel Fort ; 
1 Des ;Moines, pointed out that l-1 % . 
milion .acres of r(.tgricultural land is ~ 
.being diverted to other use- each I 

, year in the nation. 1 
~we have a lot of -options" on 

ho·w this lland should be used, he 
said, and the general public bas 1 

a right to voice its opinion about 
the matter. 1 

I Most of the land is being gob- · 
l bled up fo:r new shopping centers, 1 

housing, hi1ghways, 'school,s, chur- , 
ches and other uses, he said. I 

And, he added, "new demand;s 
for. land are increasing at an ac­
ce1erated rate." 

1 J. · :Merrill Anders-on of !Newton 
president of the Iowa F1arm Bu- , 

'

Teau, reminded the group that the ' 
?ureau's policy is to put pressure 1 

on the fedooal government " to 
J.give high prior.ity to ragriculture" j 

1 w.hen considering how land should , 
be used - especially in Iowa. I 

Silliman noted that about 20 ' 
per cent of· the land in the n-ation ,: 
now i-s used for agricultural pur-j1 

poses. 



~~~·~~...--..- .. ~·-----.. -.~ ,.....-:--... ~ 

l48 The Cedar Rapids Gazette: Wed., April 19, 1972 

AnnoUnce Winners I 
Of Speech Contest · 
Soil Conservat-ion 

-P 11ot~·· ·b;·-~~~ i~ -N;~C: ~-;~~~~-.... N\ii·,~! ' 

,\1 The Iowa County SoH Conse1rv,a­
tion dastriiCit 1annual Slpeech con­

, te1st •w'als he:J.d 'April 14 1at 7:30 p.m. 
in lt!h.e w :iiJ1ia1m's\bur"g town hall. 

1 

·There were !four conte:s·tant's 
pre1sent.~ They were Kevin Bower , 
Erugli'slh V\alley, Deian Oilckei and 
Oean Keller, 'fuw!a Vtalley, •and 
Jerry iHuiSiband, Deep RtiJVer-IMil­
le'l'lsibur·g ICbmmun'iiUy. The :fi:rst, 
selcond l(lnd ,Vhird pl1a1ce• winners 
weife: !Kevin Sower, De1an Did{el, 
arud Oean KeU.er re,spe.ctivety. They 
e~alcih relcelived a p~aque land $il5 , . 
$10, 1and $5·. 

KelVin IBowea: w·hli go on to com­
pelte 'at the regionai le1Ve1 some­
time in Ju1y. The !Winnerr- ·at this 
conte·slt 1\vihl ·advlance to st,ate 
competition. 

Judg·es !foc •the contest were !M:rs. 
'!Giletnn !Reed, IM:ir:s. lRii.d{ Oocde1s, and 
1 Norman SlkaQ!l?ur·g_. The contest was ' 
1 sponsored by ltihe. loW!a Counlty Soil 

I 
Conservation ·mSitl'liGt and Patrons 

r 'Mutu,al 'Insurlallllce alssoci,ation. 
I ---- ·--

Iowa County Soil Speech W inners · ·;}~~~ · 
( ( .. [.,(l t 

These four teenagers we·re presented awards last week as winners of the Iowa cour"f·''! 
soil conse.rvation speech contest by Keith Enochson, right , of Conroy._ The wi ~ ners ~ 1

1 
seated, left t.o. right: Dean KeJier, 17, Mareng·o, third place, Dean Dickel, 15, Marengo, 
second place, and Kevin Brower, 17, South English, first place. Jerry Hl~.tl?and, , 14, 
standing at left, of Millersburg placed fourth. . 

Contte1slt:Jants are nOiw ·being a·c­
'Cepted ifor parlic:iJpalbion in the 
0.9:'712 Soill OmservatJion S!pe€1ch ·con­
telst. The sta·tewi<le conte,st, whiCh 
is •SIPOilisored on the local level by 
the Iowa County Soil Conserv,a.tion 
[)[strtilct and Patrorrs MU!tual in­
surlanJce ~ss'n of Wlitl~atmSibUI'Ig, is 
open to ahl junior and •selliior hlgh 
ISidhooQ s•tudents· in the couillty. 

'Dhe top~c for ,thi:s year's contes1t 
will be ' '!Better 'Soil and Water 
IOonsetrvaltion throulgih Community 
IAJcbion." 1 

/ 

· ~· @~ ~ ~'~1 ~ ~- ~·7 ~7~ 

owa Teachers Conservatibn 
~"': ~ r • ' ~.~. ' f 9 • ~ · " 

1 Camp AnnouncE!_s_:.::_SchedUie 
University of Northern new dormitories at the · con-

Iowa , Iowa Slate Department · servation education center. 
of Public Instruction and Iowa Activities include in-class in-
State Consen~tion Commis- struction and outdoor educa-
sion will, again cooperate in tiona! experiences.. Recrea-
sponsoring the Iowa teachers tiona! facilities include fish-
conservation camp at the con- ing. swimming and hiking. 
servation education center at Scholarships are available 
Springbrook state park near ·in rhost counties for persons 
Guthrie Center. The first ses- wishing to attend. Contact 
sion will begin June 11 and go your local soil conservation 
to ·July 1 and cover Iowa con- district. federated women's 
servation problems II. The club. garden club. sports-
secondsession will begin July man's clubs. service clubs. 
2 and extend to July 22, and and Izaak Walton League. 
cover Iowa conservation prob- Further information may be 
lems I. Both courses will offer obt~ined by contacting Ber-
three hours graduate ·or un- nard Clausen. University of 

l 

The 10icaJl contest will. be held at 
the Wi'Ll~a1mSiburg town baH, A!pril 
14 lalt 7:130 p.m. The winner O!f the 
1oeal contest will advance to the 
regional competfution, whiclh ·will be 
1held m June or Ju~y . 

dergraduate credit. Northern Iowa : Cedar Falls, 
1 Major fields. emphasize~ ih /.>:r ' the Conservation eq,~c~=: 1 

: problems I (Bwlogy 104g) , are · tron :ce~er .. ·box 139~ G4~hne 

'The fiirst, ·second, and thiro place 
MTinners of the loc:a[ conte:st will 
ela1ch relceive a p~a<que and $115, $1{) 
1and $5, respective!Ly. Each addi­
tional participant will r eceive $2. 

Anyone inlteresrted in entering 

I 

the conte·st maiy olbtJa~n iniformalbion 
from the SOlid Consea'Vlaltiion se-rJVilce 
o:flllilc,e in WiJ.!lliia mslburg. Ali youths, , 
W1hether rural OT uman, are en­
·couraged to enter the contest. 

1 'forest resources. ecology and Center. 50115. 
:, fish-wildlife · inanagemefiL-

Problems II (Biology tOSg) 
·stresses rocks and minerals, 
soil and land management:and 
water conservation. Students 

·will be guided and taught by 
some of the ablest resource 
people in the state. · · 

The conservation camp is 
normally attended by te'lch­

-ers from throughout the sta\e. 
Both lessions a~: qpen t('j..tn­
teFested ~oll~ge sM~Jents·. -· 

P~rticiparit~ wilfstay in the 

Kevin. Bower 
Named Winn·er '. 
SCS Contest 

Kevin Bower, English Val­
leys student, was named win .. 
ner of the annual county soil 
conservation district ~ s'peech 
contest Apr. 14 in Williams­
burg. 

Dean Dickel and Dean Kel­
ler placed second and third re­
spectively. Both are Iowa Val- , 
ley students. Winners· were ·" 
each awarded a plaque and.' 
$15, $10 and $5 respectively. 
Also participating was Jerry 
Husband, Deep River-Mil­
lersburg community school. 

Bower will compete at the 
regional level sometime in 
July. 

Judges for the contest spon­
sored by the county soil ~on­
setvation . district and Pat-
rons Mutual Insurance , 
association inc-luded Mrs. 
Glenn Reed. · North English; 
Mrs. Rick Cordes and Nor­
m~m Skadbu.rg, Williams-
burg_. ---------

j Kevin ~ro~er Is 
18CS D1strlct 
·!·Speech Winner: 

N- f ~~ 

'1

1

. The Iowa County Soil Cons·erva~ I 
twn D1stnct Annu•al Speeclh Con­

I t est was· hel<t April 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
I . 

! in th.e: WiUiam.s,burg City Hall. 
I The•re• were f.o~r contestants pTe­
l ~·ent. They weTe Kevin Brower, 

I 
Englis1h Valley, Dean Dickel' and 
De'an Kelle1r, Iowa Valle·Y, and 
J.etrry Hu1Siband', Deep River-Mill-

, ers·burg Community. • 
The fir.st, second, and third 

place winne,r:s we·re: Kevin Bro•wer, 
I)ean D)c}{el, and De'an KeUer re­
spectiv·ely. They each receive-d a 

'plaque and $15., $10, and $5. 
Kevin Brower will go on to com­

pete· at the Tegional level some­
time in July. Tlhe winner at this 
contes~t will advance to sta.te com-

'1 petit.ion. · 
Jud.ge1s. fo.r the contest were Mrs. 

Gl~nn· Reed, Mrs. Rick Cordes, and i 
Norma,n Ska;dhurg. 

T'he contes1t was sponsored ·by 
the Iowa County Soil Cons<eTVati<on 
District and Patrons Mutual In-
surance Ass'n. 

i . 

¥·· 'J-.0 - 1;t 
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Students Encouraged To Enter --

/' · Art Contest· Set 
The· Iowa county. ·soil con- plaque and $7.50, first place; 

servation district will sponsor $5, second place, and $3, third 
their annual soil conservation place. Junior and senior high 
art contest Tuesday, May 9 at level will each receive a 
1: 30 p.m. in the Williamsburg plaque and $20, first place; 
city hall. $15 , second place; and $10, 

Elementary grades will be third place. 
judged separately from the Students may bring their 
junior and senior high grades. entries to the Soil Conserva-
Judging will be based on artis- tiqn . Service office in Wil-

. tic techniques, conservation liamsbutg any time before 3 
contest, general effect and its p.m. May 9. . 
typicalness to Iowa county. The public is encouraged to 

>. Winners in the elementary come and view,. the 'art en-
level will each receive a tries . --- --

t 

- Photo by Donna McCa.rtney, Millersburg 

Observe Soil Stewardship Week 
Soil ste·wardship week was observed by t he Iowa county soil conservation di.strict with 

an art contest which <:l rew a f·lo·od 1of entries. Plaques and $60,000 in cash prizes were awa-rd­
ed. High schoo•l winners, first thro.ugh third placings were: Marty Nowotny, H-L-V district, _ 
Larry Aurich and Chris Driscoll, both of Williamsb'Urg. Elementary awards went to: Darrel 
Schwarting, and Gene Last, both of Homestead ; :and Peggy Meade, Williamsburg. Fred 
-White of Parnel11, chairman of the SCS board, presents a . plaque and a check to Peggy 
Meade for her art entry, while Cindy Huedepoht ~nd Angie Petz, right, both of Williams­
·bu.rg.!....... display other winning en·tries. 
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SCS DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS 

Seated Left to Right: Keith Enochson, Vernon Sande·rsfeld, Dick Mouchka, Fred 
White, Chairman. Standing Left to Right~ Donald Eash and David McCartney. Not 
pictured is Carl Selby . 

! 

OFFICE STAFF: Seated; Mrs. Lennis Doehrmann, Clerk. Standing left to right; 
Rick Cordes, District Conservationist and Clem McBride, Technician. 

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

MAJOR PRACTICES UNIT 1971 

Contour Farming 
....... -r- - ~..._ .. ~ Acre - . ~ 1,975.6 

Stripcropping -.>' \.. Acre 359 
Diversion Terrace Feet 13,185 
Ail Other Types of Terraces Feet 28,000 
Tile Inlets for Terraces Number 74 
Pasture and Hayland Management Acre 1,775 
Grassed Waterways · Acre 176.6 
Ponds Number 24 
Tile Feet 720,741 
Erosion Control Structure Number 18 
Conservation Cropping System Acre 3,350 
Pipeline Feet 14,651 

OTHER SERVICES 

Referrals Serviced Number 334 . 
PLANNING PRACTICES 

New District Cooperators Number 54 
Basic Conservation Plans Number 31 
Revised Conservation Plans Number 12 

H..:: GISTER AND TRIBUNE CONTEST WINNERS 

Plagues were presented to these winners for their participation in soil conservation 
work. Front Row Left to Right: Raymond Britton, Division I, Carrol Shaull, Di­
vision II, Ker:meth Klein, Division Ill. Back Row Left to Right: Mrs. Britton, Mrs. 
Shaull, Mrs. Arlene Ford, teacher (H.L.V. Community School) and Mrs. Klein . 
Not pictured, David Stevens, Division Ill winner. 

IOWA ·coUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION. SERVICE . 
409 Court Street- Williamsburg- Phone 668-2359 

••• THROUGH 
CONSERVATION 

--/o.:'}-1 l Schlfbuch 07is Robert 
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I lloyd 
Wiebold 

Above is a map of the landowners and farm boundaries in the Lake Iowa Watershed. 

To control the silt before it collects in the lake, a special project 
was organized by the ASCS, SCS, County Conservation Board and 
the landowners in the project to allow 80% cost sharing for certain 
conservation practices within the watershed . 

To date a total of 5,500 feet of terraces, 9,102 feet of waterways, 
2 livestock ponds, 1 grade stabilization structure, and 37,293 feet 
of tile have been installed in the watershed: The ASCS County Co 
mmittee has cost-shared a total. of $20,776 with all the landowners 
participating in the past two years. ~ 

The land owners participating are: Clark Schafbuch, Clarence Da­
'.lis, Robert Davis, Basil Davis, Wayne Meyer, Lloyd Wiebold, Fred 
Bott, Harry Hawkins and the Iowa County Conservation Board. 

This project will be continued again through 1972. 

1-M BUDGET 

Commissioners Expenses 
Office Expenses 
Office Supplies 
Prizes For Contests 

Technical 
Clerical 
Travel 
Equipment 

Lennis Doehrmann 

11-M BUDGET 

STATE PERSONNEL 

$ 249.53 
21.47 
35.00 

123.82 

Total $ 429.82 

$ 492.66 
4137.84 

10.80 
25.00 ' 

Total $4666.30 

Clerk 

USDA SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE PERSONNEL 

Rick Cordes District Conservationist 
Clem McBride Conservation Technician 
Millen Sandersfeld Conservation Aide 

OTHER SCS PERSONNEL ASSISTING DISTRICT 

Keith G Iandon Area Conservationist 
Wilma Kimball Area Clerk 
Lorne M. Nestrud Soil Scientist 
Deane S. Glen Civil Engineer Technician 
Francis W. Vos Civil Engineer Technician 
Jackie D. Langford Civil Engineer Technician 

Wildlife and Biology Specialist available on request. 
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Marty Nowotny Is 
Art Contest Winner 

Marty Nowotny won the art 
contest of the Iowa County 
Soil Conservation District at 
W lliamsburg, with an oil 
painting "Terracing". He re­
ceived twenty dollars and a 
1st place plague. Marty is the 
son of Mrs. Harold Nowotny 
of rural Victor. · 

This is the third year an 

HLV student has won first-the 
others .were · Bonnie McGrew 
and Jim Thys. 

The picture is displayed 
in a store window on· the 
square in Williamsburg. Mar­
ty has taken art three years 
at ffi.V. The instructor is Mrs. 
Lila Rohrer. 

Lucy VanOtegham 
I 

rt 

l\ 
~ 
'\' 

" ~ 
~ 
-~ 
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~ SCS ART CONTEST WINNERS NAMED 

~ Winning entries of the Iowa County Soil Conservation 
~~ District Art Contest were Marty Nowotwy, HLV, 1st; 

, Larry Aurkh, Williamsburg, 2nd; and Chris Driscoll, 
~I Williamsburg, 3rd; in the High School Division. 
, Darrel Schwarting, 1st; Gene Last, 2nd; Peggy Meade, 

• \{:J 3rd; all of the Williamsburg Community School in the 

'0 
1 

'~ 

Elementary Division. 
The winners will each receive a plaque and $20, $~ 5, 
and $10 in the High School Division, and $7.50, $5, 
and $3 for the Elementary Division. 
English Valley, Lutheran Inter-Parish, Williamsburg, 
and H LV School were represented by contestants. 
aRd H LV Schools were represented by contestants. 
The combined entries totaled almost 400. 
Judging was based on the artistic technique, conserva­
tion content, general effect, and being typical of Iowa 
County. Judges for the contest were : Mrs~ Francis 
Dillon, Mrs. Ken Reck, and Clem McBride. 
The winning entries are on display in the window of 
the former Glandorf Electric, Williamsburg. 

.. 

' 
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. Ql(IP i Two Conservation 
i Camps for Teachers 
~ At Luther. Wyoming f 

tAssiStla.nt State Consezibtionist of 
1 1t:he Soi1 Conserva,tJ.i.on Service How- r 

·aro oM. Hugdes W1a!S elected pre$i.-
1Sent of 4lh.e 11ow1a Co:nsenv!altd.on Edu- ' 

I !Cation Council at a 'mootrinlg held 
'at IMiariSh~ tms -week. 

!Elected v;ice president wan Dr. 
/•Bien Oausen of ~he University of 
1N\ortih.ern 'lOWia. iDr. iF<ran'k Shal· 

I iler, e)OtJe:nsi.on 1a1gronomist, [owa 
Starte UIIli~Vensoity , IW1aJS reelected 

I

, socfletary-tteCl!S~Ur& . 

One of ltlhe mta~jor projects spon­
·soreld lby the Coll!IlCIH. oatl(>1llg IWWh 

, otiber abO"JellJciels and ortganiztaiflions, 

I
ISiay'S i)r, /Piau!l Joslin of Dr1ake uni­
'Vernity, who bars !SieiVed als pres'i-

1 

dtent olf d:le Councda the paJs.t two 
years, is itlbe dlall C01lferenlce fur , 

I 
tetatohers !held talt rtftle 4ili Ca1mp near 
!LUJtlb:er. The tronference IWill lbe 
held ag.aJin 4lbdS yea~r on Oct. 1344. 

'Due Ito lioorea'Seid dnterest among 
ltlealdhoos lalttendin!g this IC!Onfurence, 
there IWlil1 lbe 'a similar progr.am 
carnied out laJt Camp ;E\VWu near 
Stra~ Pdint. The ~son for 
lholdiD,g ltlhe oontierence ~alt two lo-
caifliOOIS lth~s yetall", ·,a.Jdoor1dti.g to 
PreSident \Hughes, is partiliy !be­
cause of ·tlhe B!imiteld ~ties art the 1 
4-UI tetatmtp l8llld ta:1so tx> ma~ it pos-
. tSible 1fur teialdhei'IS in ~tern and 
nOtr'tbeastern [oWia to lh!old tlheilr 

, meeting in illhe ''SwWtzerliand olf 
II [awla" a.t drive tfiewer milles. 

The oonferenJOO is open to all 
teaioheru; ami educators interesrted 

· in coo~artliQn and fea~tm-es lffi.eld 
toltr$ in soil IOOD!sel'IVIaJtion, .goolagy, 
walter, land rclalbed n~ahwal re­
nouree5. It :will lal1so include out­
standing sopeaklers .and dliisptay.s of 
C'tliTeilst ma~al:s. 

.J"- T 4 -:za ~ 7 ;)_ 

Soil Conservation 
~ ifers Booklet on 
Ali"racting tBird~ 

!IIt"B sprii.111g- lhirdis on the wing­
and time 100 coiiSidelf hoJW you C!8 n 
a:ttrtruot m o,r e rolbints , bilue/blirds and 

' caroinla•ls to your' ne i.g:hbolfhood . 
! 'F or MidwesteQ'n !home ownell"s , a 
1 -colomul neiW ib!fodwre, "ilnvit e 
' Biro1s to Your Home-Cbnself1Vati'on 

Pl.anltlirr.gs for tlhe Miidwe!St" has 
ibeen .preparred ib:y the Untted Stlates 
Department o!f AlgriielliLture's Soil 
Conservation service . 

The btroclhure des·c.r~bes and il­
Iu~rrute~s a number otf trees, shrubs 1 

and other ·IPlJan'ts tlh~t a1ltrad dif- 1 

.fa-ent 'birds. Irt swglge!sts how tQ 
create a 1a·ndscape design, men­
tions the needs of vm.·ious plants 
for sun, ,soill. and .wialt.elr, and lis/ts 
the pl ant foods prelfen-ed b~ com­
mon midwe•SJterrn birds. 

ISi ng1le copies of ''lnrvite Birds to 
Your Home--JConsei'1Vation Plant-. 
ing;s floc 'tlhe IMiidwetSt" PA-982 acre 
a•vaHalble from the Ofifice Otf Infor­
,mati'On, U. S. Department ol t\lgri­
cultwe, W!a!S!hington , D. C. 20250. · 

1R1Cik Cbtrdes, disfrilct conserva­
tionist in tJhe IOWia Soil C'Onserva­
tion d~sltrilCtt , S'a'YISI the oflf\jce in 
Wiilliarmsbllli"g aL'<> bias a lti!m!tec 
supply of the booklets. 

cJ/' .. 1 ~ 
~- c~ . , ... 

A plan for establishing Iowa 
county as a "Model County" by 
developing a county-wide 
travel host program wa s un­
veiled a t Marengo Rotary 
club's r egular noon luncheon 
by Carl Oehl last Thursday. 
The development would coin­
cide with the U. S. Bicenten­
nial celebration in 1976 a nd a 

. planned Interna tional Food 
Exposition in Iowa. 

Oehl , a well known Iowa 
tourism promoter and pro­
prietor of the Colony 'Ma rket 
Place in South Amana , feels 
that Iowa county has ample 
floor space a nd facilities as 
well a s the resources and 
necessary ingredients to 
carry out such a program. 

He suggests a plan of action! 
that would involve participa -

Would .. Stimulpte Ec_onomy ·In ·Yeors Ah.ead·~ -.; -

p.la n .. S.'II.g ge·st-,d; Jo 
Ish ' ' 'M 0 de l ·:~o· c .... ~]:!:·aj,~l, .:., ~ 

tion . of the county planning 
commission. extension ser­
vice . fa rm rela ted agencies 
a nd organizations, county su­
pe rvisors and conservation 
board , historical society. com­
munity officers. county legis­
lators , various county organ­
iza tions and groups as well as 
interested citizens in general. 

Once the proposal has gain­
ed exposure and penetrated 
through the county. Oehl sug­
gests that an organizational 
meeting be set up for discus­
sion and establishment of a 
program , the delegation of 
authority, naming of commit­
tees and planning and re­
search . 

The entire country will be 
participating in the U. S, Bi­
centennial in 1976 commem-

·orating the 200th anniversary 
of the signing of the Declar­
a tion of Independence. Iowa is 
one of 48 states that have al­
ready committed themselves 
to join the year long festiv­
it ies and is developing a theme 
for a Wodd Food Expo. 

In conjunction commun­
ities are being asked to join in 
with related events. It is esti­
mated that Wor,ld Food Expo 
would attract approximately 
10.000.000 tourists to the state 
over a four-month period. 
Backers estimate these tour­
ists would spend in the neigh­
borho.od of a quarter million 
dollars. 

Oehl's proposal would in­
volve the county in jo_int en­
deavor rather than each com­
muni(y going it alone. Make 

Iowa county-a "Model Coun­
ty", he said, participating in 
a n a ll out joint project with 
emphasis towards outdoor 
recreation, hunting-fiS'hing, 
winter sports, camping, his­
tory and historical sites, soil 
and wildlife · preservation,. 
restoration, tourism and 
travel, host facilities, farm va­
cations___.. to name only a few 
areas of participation. In sqm­
mary a county-wide travel 
host program. 

Such a project would make 
Iowa county the model county 
in the state and would focus at­
tention and publicity towards 
this area, Oehl stated, and in 
addition to all other advant­
ages will be a healthy stim­
ulant to the economy. It would . 
provide new jobs, become a 
tax provider and increase the 
need for goods and services. 
He suggests "'fhe bicentennial 
as a target date but foresees 
the possibilities of the concept 
becoming a permanent at­
traction. 

Such a plan woul<;l also give 
more unison and cooperation 
to all elements of the county 
such as commercial and non­
commercial , farm and town, 
and above all community with 
community, Oehl said. 

An established well plan­
ned county program will be an 
effective tool for school age 
citizens in planning future oc­
cupational opportunities in 
our area he continued. 

Oehl was excited by the 
county's location in relation to 
Des Moines. "We're only min­
utes away from the proposed 
site of Food Expo," he ex­
plained, which he expects will 
become a growing area in 
years to come with the possi· 
bility of the site becoming the 
new location of the state fair-
.. ·Ja ·'tiicJ~a··Ja 01 noA ){Um 
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Name Winners 
For SCS 
Art Contest 

Winning eritries of the Iowa 
countv soil conservation dis­
trict ~1rt contest were Marty 
:--.Jowotny. HLV: Larry Aurich, 
Williamsburg: and Chris Dris­
coll. Williamsb.urg. They 
placed first. second. l.ind third 
respecti\·ely in the high school 
di\·i~~· . 
Dt~l Schwarting. ~e 

Lastt and Peggy Meade. all 
WilHamsburg community 
school. placed first. second 
and third respectiYely in the 
elementary diYision. 
_ Winners will each receive a 
plaque and $20. $15. and $10 for 
first . second. and third place 
in the high school division :~nd 
$7 .ii0 . $5 and $3 for the elemen­
t an· diYision. 

English Valleys. Lutheran 
Inter-Parish. Williamsburg. 
and HLV schools were repre­
sented by contestants. The 
combined entries from . the 

u 
·Budget He~rings ·: 

(Continued fr<?m page 1) • 

year. up from $386,931 this 
vear and $360.206 for 1970-71 
year. Tax asking is $237,943 for . 
this next year and estimated ! 
taxes per $1,000 assessed · 
valuation is $52, down from $57 
last year. Total tax asking last 
year was $250,152. 

Amana Community School 
The Amana community 

school ·will have its budget· 
hearing at 7:30 p.m. Aug·. 9 at 
the superintendent's office, 
Lakeside school. 

The budget calls for a total 
$503,256 up from $489,843 spent 
this year. Of the total amount 
$412,451 is estimated to 1 be 
raised in taxes. 

The general fund budget to­
tal is $450,840 up from $444,126 
this year. O'f the amount 
$360;035 will come from taxes. 
The amount for school house 

. bond and interest is down from 
$45,667 to $34,674, school house 
2112 mill levy budgeted fo·r 
$17,742; $50 was the amount 
last year. · 

Iowa Valley 
Iowa Valley district will 

have its school budget ·hear­
ing at 8 p.m. Aug. 14.at the high 
school. The budget totals 
$970,415, down fr.om this year 
$1,253,339, reflecting a drop in 
the school house bond and in-

-terest fund a-nd a larger drop 
from $393 050 for school con­
struction t~ $37,630. School site 
is up about $4,000. Total school 
house fund calls for $117,975 
versus $471,589 for this year 
and-a tax asking of $80,345 for 
the aoming year in that 
category. 

The general fund proposal is 
$8~2,440 up from $781, 7~0. Of 
the total $444,~94 is to be raised 
from taxation. 

Soil Conservation · 

Also scheduled for a public 
hearing , although one of a dif­
ferent type . is that on the pro­
posed soil loss limit reguh;~­
tions within Iowa county sOil 
conservation district. Hear­
ing will be at 8 p.m. Aug. 3 in 
the soil conservation office, 
Williamsburg. 

Under state code county . 
commissioners with permis­
sion of the state committee 
have set soil loss limit regu­
lations applicable to the dis­
trict. The hearing covers tlJose 
for construction. sites. · ·non­
agricultural ~ lands · ~ and 

gr\cultural and horticul­
urallands. 

Most goyernmental bodies 
will be having their budget 
hearings for 1973 sometime 
during the next three weeks. 
One. that of the county asses­
sor. was held Tuesday night. 

Legal publications for each 
unit have or will be published 
soon. 

Ext~nsion Servic;'e 
Hearing on the Iowa county 

extension council budget for 
1973 will be held at 8: 30 p.m. 
Ju.ly 26 at the 4-H building. 

The budget has been set at a 
total $24.650 for 1973 of which 
$23.650 is to be raised through 
taxes. The 1971 budget was 
$20.720 und the 1972 actual and 
estimate ·· $20.382. Taxes per 
$1.000 asse'ssed valuation will 
be $.463 according to the legal 
publication of the budget. 

Marengo 

City of Marengo will have its 
budget hearing at 7 p.m. Aug. 
7 at city hall. The total budget 
is up $23,168 over this year al­
though the general fund bud­
get shows only a raise of 
$1,:;oo. In other funds the 

. amount for debt service is · 
down, that for tort liability is 
up $500, sewer rental up $!l,OOO, 
street up $1~,000 and liquor 
profit up $2,000 .. None of these 
three take money. 

In the general fund budget 
the amount <.tllocated for 
streets is down from $40,000 to 
$29.500 with $26,112 to be 
raise.d by taxes. Admihistra­
tion is up $3.500, police and fire 
up $5.000. library and 
cemetery up $4.000. park down 
$500. Because of cash on hand 
and other receipts , tax ask­
ings do not amount to the dol­
lars listed in the budget. Bud­
get totals $109,370 to be raised 
by taxes. the amount last ~ --· · 
$113,986. Estimated taxes per 
$1,000 assessed valuation is· 
$38.99. 

increase but is actually llOt 
such a large one as reflectet1 is 
state institution which jumped 
from $138,000 to $238,000. How: 
ever the county mental health 
and mental health · center 
funds which totaled $95,000 in 
the budget a year ago are not 
listed for 1973. 

Other increases include 
bangs eradication. ·up $1.000: 
bovine tuberculosis. not listed 

· for two years. now set at 
$16.879 none to be raised by 
county taxes. 

Conservation fund is up 
from $68.000 to $112,000 of 
which $60.265 comes from 
taxes. · Farm to market roads 
remain the same at $328.000: 
secondary roads up slie_htly 
from $1.207.592 to $1.271.800. 
Of the amount $505.000 is to be 
raised from taxes . 

Allotted for crime commis­
sion is $5,000; civil defens~ 
$27,000. The civil defense bud­
get disbursements for 1971 
were $21,818 of which '$5, 713 
camefromthefederalgovern­
ment, $2,971 from towns to pay 
the radio operator; $310 haul­
ing water to farmers and $96 
county home for blankets, a to­
tal of $9 9090. IPERS and FICA 
in civil defense are paid 50 per­
cent by federal government in 
state reimbursemement. 

Salary of night radio oper­
ator is in civil defense budget 
although it is primarily one of 
law enforcement according to 
Bob Gunzenhauser. civil de­
fense director. Salary has 
been paid 50-50 county and 
towns. 

When federal matching 
funds are used for any pro­
ject, the total amount, though 
part is reimbursed. is shown in 
the ci vii defense budget. 

New items in the county 
budget include $1,400 errors 
and omissions and the elec­
tion expense for this year 

County $.15,000. See budget publica-
Hearing by the county board ~IOn for other break down of 

of supervisors on the county Items. 
budget has been set for 10 a.m. County Board of Education 
Aug. 3 at the court house. Hearing for the county 

Tax askings for the total board of education budget is 8 
budget are up from $1,221,169 p.m. Aug. 1 at. the court h~use. 
requested a y·ear ago to Marengo. That budget IS up 
$1,455,837. Estimated taxes from $219,903 for 1972 to 
per $1,000 assessed valuation $231,890 propos~d for 1973. The 
are $17.897 corporations; 1971 . expend• tures were 
$30,276 townships. The $203,352. 
amounts estimated last year The amount to be raised by 
were $13.64 and $27,557 re- taxes for 1973 is $196,504 up 
spectively. from $189,353 from this year. 

The general fund budget is The estimated ta.xes ~er $1,000 
up $70,000 from $28o,ooo to assessed valuatiOn Is $3 .• 478, 
$350 ,000. Tax asking in this last year, $3,36!l. 
category is $244,650. Deep River-Millersburg 

Both FICA and IPERS are Budget hearing for the Deep 
up, a total $9,000. Emergency River-Milersburg school dis-
fund is up $5,000, court ex- trict will be held at 9 p.m. July 
Pt;nse up $4,295 to a total 31 at the Millersburg school 
$55;295. The 1971 actual ex- house. Budget estimate :is 
p~se amount was $42,920. $398,300 for the· ·next schobl 

Another item that shows an ~-~(Plea~e turn to page 3) 
L_----------~--------------------~--------~~--------------------
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A public information meet­
ing on resource and conserva­
tion needs in the Iowa river ba­
sin will be held Monday, July I 
17, at 8 p.m. at the Iowa City 1 

Library auditorium. The ' 
meeting is being sponsored by 
the J obnson county soil con­
servation district. 

According to ~ay Branna­
man, district chairman, pu.r­
pose of the meeting is to iden­
tify local needs, problems, and 
goals of people living in the ba- 1 

sin in.regard to soil and water 
resources. Problems in the 
area are flooding, potential 
water shortages, pollution and 
soil erosJon. 

Public- will . be informed of 
the Io.\ta-Gedar .. coQPerative 
basi.n study now underway by 
the .. :USDA Soil · Conservation · 
Service and other federal and 
state agencies. 

A result- of the study will be· 
to identify and plan in detail 
certain small watershed areas 
where problems are more se- · 
vere ~md potential for po­
ble _project action exist. Up- , 
stre.am problems related to 
-flooding, drainage, erosion, 

. __. sediment, water supply, pollu­
. tion, recreation. fish • 

J'-7i & . (1,<::/~-'WIU//) 
Cons-ervation needs 
meetinCJ assembles I 

l in Iowa City July·17 
A public 1information meeting on 

resource and conservation needs 
in tihe Iowa rive!I" !basin were 

1 

held 'M~ndlay, Jul!y 17, at 8 p.m. at 
the Iowa City lil . .>m.ry auditorium. 1 

The ... meeting is being ·sPQnsored 
'by the Johnson County Soil Con­
servation &strid. 

Ac·cordi.ng to Ray ·Brannaman, · 
distrid chairman, the purpose or 
the m-eeting i s to identiifiy local 
neecis , pr:olbJ.ems, and •gdals of th '= 
people living (in the - ba:sin in re­
gards to soil and water res:ouii'!Ces . , 
PlfOiblems in the aa:ea aa:e flooqing , 
potential walter ~shortalg!es, pollu­
tion ,1and soil erdsion. The general 
pubLic will be informed of the 

lowa..Cedar cooperlatiV'e basin study 
ndw under Walj' iby tlte USIDA Soil 
Conse.n·ation !Servi1ce, and other 
fedeval and state atgenciels. Gov­
ell"'nmental leaders, -community 
·groups , •and others from a six­
county area of the lower Iowa 
river :ba·sin t::; rre invited to the Iowa 
Oity meetiTIIg. 

, A !fesult oi the study w!ill be to 
; identify and plan in detail certain 
small wateTs'hed area1s whe!I'e rprob­
lems ·are m01re severe and poten­
tial d'or poS!sibil.e project a,cQ_on 
extist. lJ ps1tream pro'bLems r eJ.ated 
to dilooding , dirain.age, eros.bn, sedi­
ment , water supp1y, pollution, 

. t J 'ecre2tion. ifl1sh and wi1ckbfc, and 
· other environmental factors are 

being ccnsddered in ilie study. 

I 
\ · 
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Soil Conservation 
Week Is ·Set 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARIN~ ~N l 
PROPOSED SOIL LOSS LIMIT \ 

-, REGULATIONS WITHIN IOWA 
COUNTY SOILCONSERVATION>DIS:. . 

TRICT ·· 1 · 
Under authority set forth in Chauter · fO Q · f b · 

467A. Cod~ oflowa. 1971. as '!mended. j , J ( 0 er 
the comm1sstoners of the Iowa County 1 1·· • 
Soil Conservation District, with the ap- · 1 ~!' · S · . . 
proval of the State, Soil Conservation 1 

• • • : otl conservatiOn. week m 
<;o~mittee, !lave fQr!fiulated so.il lo.ss : Iowa this year will be Oct. 1-8, 
h~.ttregulat10n~apphcabletosa1dD1s- ' according to William Grein-
tnct as ·follows: I ~ • · • · 

SOIL LOSS LIMIT REGULATIONS ; t er, dtrector of the Iowa . de-
Iowa County ~o~~i.itonservation Dis- ; P.artment .of soil ·conserva-

1. donstruction Sites - including · · 1 twn · . 
housing develorments. shopping , cen- 1 · In prevwus years ; a week in 
ters. indl;lstria. ~ark· .devel<?pment~. June_ was set aside .to Tecog-
commerc•al bUilding s1tes1 htghways, - · . · t· , · f' ·1 d 
drainage channels. floodways. water ~1ze tmpor ance o . SOl an 
il!lp~undm~nt struct':lres. and othe,r . \__V.ater · conserv u t10n ·pro-
stmt~ar proje~ts . Maxl'mum rate 0~ SOil l ·f!. ra_ ms in the state A hll date 
eroston pepmtted on such lands w11l be ~ : · b · · " 
5 tons per acre per year leaving the ,···: ~ eenselected because the 
site . . . 

1
,- June date was so dose to soil 

. 2. Non-~gncultural Lands- mcl~d~ 1 I st£wardship week usually ob-
U1g pubhc parks. urban lands. m- 1 d · M. · 
dustri~l parks. airports. public and pri- serve ll1 ay. 
va\e recreation lands. roads. streets. 
highways and other public lands. Thet 
maximum rates of erosion for these 
lalits will be the average annual soil ; 
lo&~ of 5 tons per acre per year. , 

3. Agricultural and Horticultural 
Lands. Maximum rates of soil erosion ' 
fo-:·these lands will be the average an­
nual soil loss expressed in tons per acre 
~: year for each soil type in the dis-
trict as follows: Soil Loss 

. · · Sciil No. Name of Soil · Limlt* 
· ~2 · · Adair Clay Loam 3 

V'422.. Amana Silt Loam 5 
'291 ' . ~ Atterberry Silt Loam 4 
171 · Bassett Loam 4 
193: . ~ J. Bertrand Silt .Loam 4 
4 3 ··Bremer Siltv Clay Loam 5 

i Chariton Silt Loam 5 
63 
so· 

133 
520 
175 
377 
162 
428 
163 
17,9 
75 
4t-

Chelsea Fine Sand 5 
Clinton Silt Loam 4 

.. Colo Silty Clay Loam ·.· 5 
C<?PP.ock Silt Loam , 5 

•. D~ekmson Sandy Loa~\1 -~.,.,:r 
Dinsdale Silty Clay Loam 4 

~ · Downs Silt Loam "· 4 
' Ely Silt Loam , . 5 

Fayette Silt Loam t;- 4 
Gara Loam .· 1 ~ 3 
9ivin Silt Loam :; · 4 
Hagener Fine Sand 5 

(Used Sparta) 
3,t Hopper Silt Loan\ ., 5 
2l9 Jackson Silt Loam 4 . 

8 Judson Silty Clay Loam 5 
395 Kenyon Loam 4 
1~ Keomah Silt Loam 4 
425 Keswick Loam 3 

-~ Koszta Silty Loam 5 
,; 7f) Ladora Silt Loam 4 
226 · Lawler Loam. deep · Y; 4 
484 Lawson Silt Loam "~ 7' ~ 
65 ·~:~, ~Undley Loam '- , -· · 3 

280' ·Mahaska Sitty Clay. Loam 4 
119 . -Muscatine Silty Clay Loam ·5.1 

, 88 Nevin Silty Clay. Loam 5 
220 :J · Nodaway Silt Loam · 5 
281 , _Q!l~_ Sil~y Clay Loam · 4 
2~ · · ~.:. Shelby Loam 4 

122 ·•' Sperry SilltLoam . 5 
165 Stronghurst Silt Loam. , 4 
279 Taintor Siky Clay Loa'rri 5 
120 . Tam a Silty Clay Loam 5 
3'53 · Tell Silt Loam 3 ' 
--:::- Udolpho Loam 4 
172 Wabash Silty Clay 5 
160 · Walford Silt Loam 5 
687 Watkins Silt Loam 4 
771 Waubeek Silt Loam 4 
350 Waukegan Silt Loam 4 

7 Wiota Silt Loam 5 
114 1, Zook Silty ClayLoam 5 

.. Represents average annual soil losses 
. expressed in tons per acre per year. 
Soutce: U. S. Soil Conservation Ser­
vjce. Work Unit Technical Guide. . 
. · ~Nfptice is hereby given that a pubhc 
h~bnng will be held at 8: o~ P.M ... Aug. 

· 3. -Q72. at Soil ConservatiOn Offr~e at 
wtrich time and place an explanatiOn of 
the regulations will be made and op­
portumty will be given for ~ny l.af\d­
owrler or occupant of land who would,Jl~ 
aff~cted thereby to be hea~d ~1~ 
a~aj~st the proposed reg'-!Iatwn&._,: 

.• Commissioners of tow a 
·county . ~il ~Qnserv a,tion District 

'Bv Fred ~htte'. Chairman 
__ __,._-""':.=£--=~~-=·i.r~ : . ,..! .. ,____ - --

.3 -~ ~-7{)_ Qbv ~~· )i~~ 

Long-Term Cons~erv.ation · \ 
Bill Pas·se·cl By Congress 

· J WASHINGTON (UPI)-lWith- ment clogging and pollution of 
~ out fanfare or much attention the nation's waterways, accord­
o~e professional farm and ing to senate drafters of the 
cclbservation circles, congress new program. 
ha·s quietly authorized a majoii' The new rural development 
new long-term cons~rvation sub- bill is silent on how much should 
sidy program for farmers. be spent on the 3-to-10 y~ar con-

The "Long-Term Rural En- tracts, which coulid be offered in 
vironmental Protection Con- all parts of the country. Senate 
tract''' . program, modeled alfter aides pointed out, however~ that 
a 15-year-old conservation con- spending could go up · to about 
tract system operating in parts $250 million a year eventually if 
of 10 Great Plains states, is in- future administrations and con­
cluded in a rural development gresses agreed. 
bill wbtich won final congres- Legislative experts said one 
sional approval last week. growing group of _rural land-

U .n d e r the new program, owners would be shut out of the 
-ta:mers would work wit? Io~al new long-term conservation sub­
so!l. and water ~onservatwn ~1s- sidy program. The bill restricts 

~ tricts and sod conservation the aid to "agricultural pro­
service ·technicians to draw up ducers '' barring subsidies to l 
a basic conservation plan. people' who buy farms and other 

Then,,_ the landowner would rural land for rec-.ceation or va­
agree in a contract with the ag- cation.Jhome use. The old REAP 
riculture department to. install program similarly barS' pay- 1 
necessary new conservation f~a- ments to nonfarmers. I 
tures in annual stages runnmg . 
ffom 3 to 10 years. As each 
pllase oCthe project was com-' 
pleted, the landownelf would get 
a federal p·ayment covering part 
of the cost of the work. 

The program expands a long- ·~ 
standing conservation aid plan · 
now titled the Rural Environ- ~ 
mental Assistance Program 
(RE~P), The REAP ·program 
provides one-year-at-a-time cost- ' 
sharing payments to farmers I 
who carry out approved conser- 1 
vation practices, with payments 
this y~ar due to total · about $195 
million. 

Federal aid under the new 
long-term contracts, and under 
tJhe one-year REAP assistanc~, 
could be made for projects to 
curb · pollution_......~ from ~m.imal 
waste as well as for the tradi­
tion a I soil-saving practices . 
Stepped-up work in. bOth fields is 
necessary to help reduce sedi-



R 'lll f~ompete 
For Prizes· 

Iowa conservation districi 
will compete for the top prizes t· -
in ·the 26th annual GoodJeat" " 
conservation awards pro: 
gram, according to · Fred 
White, Parnell, district chair­
man. 

The district will pit its 1172 
record of conservation 
achievements -aga.nst other 
districts in the contest s~n­
sored by Goodyear Tire_ and 
Rubber company in coop- _ 
eration with the National Aa­
sociation of Conservation Dli­
tricts . An· independent Judl­
ing committee will select first ' · 
and second place districts in 
the state. 

Each first place district . 
wins expense-paid, vacation- ' 
study tripS. for its ou~diDI. 
cooperator and a Qlt)Pber ol 
the governing board. - · 

g - -~~-- ' 7 !J._ 

Iowa ' 

~ 
PCtrfners Cited 
Conservation Work 

le~rg farm~r, Jim Bald~ 

the,,, two men have integrated s. conservation practlce 
Into their farmini~OPeratioils. 

win, 47, and his landlord R.R. £1

11
. trol ~lhe main 

~chroeder, of Marengo, a. re- f _-- · begun 6if Aug. a·. A 
tit~ banker, have been cited t __ " _ f 8,057 cubic yards of 
by

1 the Iowa county Soil Con- e . were moved in creating 
· serration Service (SCS} . for the -f~l~,:: ;acre water-holding 
f!tStanding use of soil conser- struc _ _ . 
-- .tion practices on their farm Callel'-a grade stabilization 

ated five miles northwest structure, the pond will pro-
of Millersburg. vide for water to a depth of 25 

.Tbe two, who operate a feet and contains 92 feet of 

.kt n e r ship totaling 488 twelve-inch outlet pftJe. 
, began_theil:. association Accordiog__to_~ 
3 when the Baldwin fam- work was begun just in {ime. 

moved to a 248-acre farm Two days after construefi1 
hased by Schroeder in the began devastating rains fell 
die 1930s. Three years ago on the area. Fortunately the 
oeder b o u g h t another earth-moving efforts were far 

farm two miles away adding enough advanced to contain 
the original unit. . .. the run-off. • 

/O .. ot;;J ~7 dJ.. ro "c~.~ 

A~i-tung to ' Fred 'Whl~ ' ~;. Last year ,a pond .was built 
Parnell, chairman of the~ the west farm .with an es­
Iowa county SCS committee ·:~·~ated 5,600 cubic y~rds of ,.. · <dirt moved for that proJect. 

The: very first soil conserva­
tion structure was built some 
eight to ten years ago. Since 
~ construction of that first 
difersion terrace, nearly 2,000 
feet of five-inch tile have been 
in~talled on the two farms. 

.,,,,wi:::i1i1iiii!ilii,::::ili:~g, ... ___ . 

Soil Conservc:tion • 

Gov. Robert Ray has pro­
claimed Oct. 1 to 8 as Soil Con­
servation week in Iowa. In his 
~marks , the governor em­
phasized that rational use of 
the state 's land and water re­
sources is essen tia I to the 
maintenance of rura l and ur­
ban income. He a lso stated 
that protection and improve­
ment of the environment bene­
fits all Iowans. 

. Prevention of soil erosion is 

. an important task of farm 
oper a tors , sa ys Min 
Amemiya , extension agrono­
mist at Iowa State university . 
He encourages farmers to ; 
select land use·practices that 
reduce the movement of s.oil I 
and water. I 

Some erosion control fa rm­
ing practices he advocates in­
clude contour farming , row I 
cropping, terra cing , and til-1

1

1 

lage systems that create ( 
rough surfaces for water stor- · 
age, reduce ruqoff, and pre-;! 
vent surface crusting. 

Soil mo¥ement by wind a lso 
can~be a problem. The agrono- t 
mist suggests cropping sys- : 
terns and soil conditions that : 
leave the soil surface rough o( 
protected with plant material ? 
to reduce soil movement by ;, 
wind. · ' 

fim!rs Urged 
to end poll~tion 
from their farms 

Are there major -agricultural 
conservation and envir,onmental 
pollution problems in your area? 
Too few fanners concern them­
selves with the answer to that 

· • question, says the Iowa County­
ASC Committee. 

"All fanners and ranchers 
should look closely at their 
f~g operations and make a 
concerted' effort .i$0Ward ending 
pollution on · and near their 
fanns," said the ASC County 
Committee as they discussed the 
environmental innprovement 
thrust behind the 1973 Rural 
Environmental Assistance Pro­
gram (REAP). 

A main object of REAP is to 
solve conservation and environ­
mental problems of farming 
OP'I'atiops in ways that will 
~~tanners, the county, . and 
the; ~1 public. 

American agriculture is be­
coming more sensitive to cor­
recting the causes of agricultural 
pollution-soil erosion, crop resi­
dues, and livestock waste. For 
example, gullies and other fonns 
of erosion give evidence that tons -
of soil wash into our waterways 
each year. And smelly feedlots 
with waste runoff problems can 
spoil nearby water resources and 
make the surrounding environ­
ment generally unpleasant. 

REAP cost-share funds can be 
used to help fanners solve theSe 
and other agriculture-related 

--~---~-------....;.- problems that lead to pollution of 
water, land and air. It can also be 
used to install projects that 
·conserV-e soil, water, woodland 
and wildlife resources. 

"U~ually REAP shares from-30 
to 50 percent of the cost of a 
conservation project. However, 
pollution-abatement practices 
which the State and County ASC 
Committees consider to be of 
high-priority for the county can 
be cost-shared at up to 80 percent 
of the cost. The higher rate is also 
available for most commuoity 
projects which ' help correct 
agricultural pollution problems,'' 
they said. 

A new leaflet entitled "The 
Rural Environmental Assistance 
Program in Action," has been 
issued ~hich explains REAP in 
detail. Contact your County ASCS 
office for copies and for 
infonnation about a specific 
REAP practice or environmental 
problem. 

-P.hoto by Doris McCartney, M 

One of the reasons their 
partnership has been so suc­
cessful, Schroeder says, is be­
cause, "Jim was willing to see 

J im 1Baldwin, 47, ab~ve, farms in partnership with his 
landlord R. R. Schroeder, a re~ired Marengo banket.'lo.rfh· 
west of · Millersburg. The two, who are firm believers in 
soil conservation and have completed extensive 54iil. fan". 
servation practices on the two farms they operat&'"- in 
partnership, have been <:ited by the 'Soil Conservation 
Service for their work. • 

1
1~ .... _ . improvements and he 
wasn't one to over-crop a 
f • . " . 

I "l was a believer in conser­
vation before the offices were 
looally established. I've seen 

I 
too . many farmers lose land 
b~use of .soil erosion," 
SMoeder contmued. 

"A tenant in Poweshiek 
county had his freshly planted 
c~ fields saved after a 
tlfee-inch gully washer be­
caule I had persuaded him to 

Another reason for faiming 
harmony, adds Baldwin and 
his wHe, Evelyn, .Js that the 
owners have been generous 
with builc\iflg lmproveliaents. 

The barns· and ~eds all have 
'fl~ ~f paint. In previ­
·i" a small barn was 

'afld enlarged. Steel 
,fns have been erected. 

try ... c o n t o u r plans that _ . . . . 
spring." nace were mstalled. Within 

·P9tl movJng there, the 
house was not modern, but 
later'* bathroom and fur-

S o m e 27 years ago the past three years, a vast 
~cllroeder first had a ditch remodeling project has be, 

·d)hiunited on his farm to realized. Architectural pi 
·drain floodwaters from the w e r e submitted by Mrs. 
English river that borders his Schroeder, after evaluating­

, ' {Property. He also established the family needs. The Bald­
e one-acre and some 1\tllf- wins are the parents of thr~e: 

re wildlife preserves on the Robert, 17, Dennis, 14, and 
ng hillsides of the farm. Connie, 8, all of whom attend 

'Around the west pond I the Deep; Biver- MillersbuJig 
s o n a II y planted ever- CommunitY schools. · 

, _,honeysuc~j ~ ~u1-. - ~ _ T~ ~~elling transform._aatt* -~ "' ' 
.... Oili~rtfh. •. J like fo see wi19; $ufted m a 14-foot west . ~K(t1i: 
~:Lvisit the farm;" · tionr~aoother bath, a ~ 

fHfded. unit, chore clothes storage, 

kitchen and porch remodeling, 
aqp enlarged upstairs . bed­
room. Windows were dded to 
the south for a superb view 
from the hillcrest site. 

Financed by the Schroeders, 
·the total package also includ­
ed new drapes and extensive 
carpeting. 

The team has been moving 
into a crossbreed beef herd -
Angus or. Hez:efords with 
Charolais. Jim has been rais­
ing quite a few hogs and · con­
siderable fencing has been 
completed during the nearly 
two decades. 

I 

I 
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WIN CONSERVATION A WARDS -Iowa coun­
ty Soil Conservation districtjw inners were pre­
sented plaques at the annual awards banquet 
last Wednesday night at Middle America. Seat­
ed left to right are John LaRoque, Williams­
burg, sixth grade teacher at Conroy, winner in 

. ttame -- Fiv·e -- - - · 

r . . ·Named 
Pointing to the need for con­

servation practices in Iowa 
county Fred White , Soil Con­
servation commission mem­
ber, told the group attending 
the annual .awards banquet 
last Wednesday night about a 
study of agricultural run off on 
the Iowa river between Mar­
shalltown and Marengo. 

The study, White said, was 
made three days between 
Aug;· 30 and Sept. 1 after a two 

"Farms are major 
ters," White said ; _., 

llu-

Work on conservation is be­
ing done and five people were 
honored at the banquet for 
their efforts. 

Awards ·went to Carl 
Schnebbe, long tiine coopera­
tor division; Rudy Schroeder 
and James Baldwin, owner- · 
operator division; Orville 
Wichmann, new cooperator; 
and John LaRoque, teacher di­

inch rain during the period. ., . 
Organic content was up 26,000 Schneb~e who farms 250 

vision~, 

percent after the rain White acres west\.of Conroy has 80 
saiQ of .the study conducted by acres of cont()uring , 4.6 acres 
1lf. Robert Morris, head ofthe grassed wate~ay , 22 acres 
state l:lygiene laboratory. Or- strip cropping, ·\3,439 feet of 
ganic content included soil, . -tile, 18,450 feet ter ra_ces, on~ 
f~tilizers, barnlot run off. in- erosion cont rol structure an(f, 
s~cticides and herbicides·, etc. ~ 192 acres of the iand ade-

John LaRoque wins conservation award 
Speciall. honor :calme to John · 'Winners in ~egion Se, 

La!Roque, .. c;ixth g!l'1ade teacher in . . ~arl SchnebQ.e Of lr\faoonl 
the, WillliamslbUl'lg 1community , e.t ·and family opera~ 

~~whool :system recen~1y when the Schroeder of IM'a·renlgo anj 
a~wards were -presented in the fBialld!wtin, Landlord-tenant 
.annual Soil ConserV'ation con- ed ; Jdl)n. A. La1Roq~re , 
test with a.wa,rds god.ng to farm- ._;; Aiwarrd. in the tea1cher 
ers and tea,chets'. j..s basro on eJlfect iveness 

1 
iSel'lvation edUJCation lbo1ili 
IC13!Ssroom and on field! 
!Contest is sponsored by 
Moinesi Registet-. 

teacher division; Orville Wichmann, new co-. 
operator division; James Baldwin, operator, 
and Rudy S~hroeder, owner· in owner-operator 
division; and Carl Schnebbe, long time coopera-
tor division. Wives of the men are standing in 
back of each . 

. . w· 1on · .. ·.· 1nners 
quately treated for soil con­
servation. Schnebbe feeds 
about 250 head of cattle, 600 
hogs per year. . 

Schroeder owns 484 acres of 
land farmed by Baldwin, La:. 
dora. There are two erosion 
control structures on the­
farm, 9.5 acres in wildlife 
management, two farm 
ponds, lour acres grassed wa­
terway, 16,247 feet tile, 1,400 
feet diversion terrace and 355 
acres of land adequately 
treated according to Soil Con­
servation . standards. The 
farm has a beef-cow herd and 
hogs. 

Land adequately treated is 
land used within its capability 
on which the conservation 
practices that are essential to 
its protection and planned i,m­
provement have been applied. 

Wichmann who lives south 
. of Homestead has a cattle-hog 

operation on the 215 acre 
farm. ·There are 7.5 acres 
grassed waterway, 11,387 feet 
tile , 86 acres contouring, 27 
acres strip cropping and 140 
acres land adequately 
treated. 

Alllandow.ners applying for 
conservation practices that 
meet SCS specifications are 
eligible for government cost 
sharing through the REAP 
program administered by 
Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation service county 
committee. Cost sharing is 

·available at varying rates de­
pending on the type of conser­
vation practices installed said 
Rick Cordes , SCS director. 

LaRoque teaches sixth 
grade at Conroy. He tries to 
get his students out doors as 
much as possible on hikes, etc. 
he told the conservationists 
and tries to instill apprecia-­
tion of land, wildlife around, 
soil and water conservation. 

There were 12 teachers from 

the comity attending the' 'fall 
teachers conservation work-. 
shop recently. Expenses for 
the group , 'larger than usual, 
normally cared for entirely by 
SCS were helped also by Wil­
liamsburg Chamber of Com­
merce and Jaycees. 

Slides of their 4-H exchange 
trip to Tennessee were shown 
by Patricia Hagen and Phil 
Bott. 

Also attending the dinner 
were Keith Glandon, Des 
Moines, area conservationist, 
and George Golinghorst , Wal­
cott, commissioner in Seott ·· 
county who has been vice 
president of the Iowa Associa­
tion of Soil Conservat ion dis­
trict commissioners. 

Tillage May 
rop Diseases 
minimum · tution und . not plunting seed 

nservution , for infected fields. 
se the in-
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John ·LaRoque wins _ cons..-vatio~ a'!ard ... 

SlpeiciaJl. ho-nor calme to . J.Qbn 'Winners In 'Region SeVlen were 1. 

LaiRoque, ~~ixth goode teacher ·in .~arl SchnelbQe- Of !Marengo, own- ; 
the• WililiamslbUl'\g 'community , et ·and family operater; Rudy 1 
'School :system rece~~Y when the . SChroeder of \Mta·relllgO and James ~ 

I awards were -presented in the IBiaiJdWin, Landlord-tenant opei'at- \ 
I .annual Soil ConserV'ation eon- ed ; JOWn A. La'Roque, tea~er. \ 

test with a wards going to farm- _.,. Aiwaa:d in the tea1cher seffion 
ers and teadrets. .js based on e!Mectiveness in con- \ 

-------,------- 1 sel"vation edUJCation both in the [ 
· classroom and on field triPs. j 

IConteftt · il sponsored by tb.~ l>es 
Moine$ tilgister. - ·~ t 

. I 

Minirr-um Tillage May 
Increase Crop Diseases 

Increased use of minimum · tation and .nQt planting seed 
tillage ~ -- a so.il conservati?n ;_!or infected fields. 
measure may mcrease the m:- ~ ~-~ ----- -----
cidence .. ~4.> f certain crop 
disease Hi Iowa says Lowell 
McKean. county extension 
director. -

Crop refuse at the soil's sur- ·· 
face aids ·certain disease-
c~using fun{t and baet~i4 
overwinter according to Rob-
ert Nyvall. extension plant 
pathologist at Iowa State·Uni-
versity. When crop refuse ·is 
buried in the-soil. it is decom:-
posed more rapidly by soil 
microflora than if the refuse is 
left on ltie soil surface. -Many 
pathogenic fungi · and bac-
teria are protected by the in-

,_ 1 fected crop .refuse . and are 
·pour~~t••••• .. JM 
soil microflora : They rapidly 
die when buried in soil. 

More spores that eventual­
ly infect pl~nts are produced 
when fungi and bacteria have 
uccess to wuter and wind from 
fungi und bucteria growing in 
infected crop refuse on the soil 
surface. 

One of the most common 
corn . diseuses that becomes 
more prevulent under mini­
mum tillage is yellow leuf 
blight. Crop rotution , 
fungicides and resistant hy­
brids uid in its control. Goss's 
pacterial wilt. a relatively 
new corn diseuse. can be .par~ 
tially controlled by plowing 
under all refuse in the fall. 

Soybean diseases as­
sociated with crop refuse on 
the soil surface are stem 
canker. pod and stem blight. 
and brown spot. 

Plowing under infected re­
fuse in the fall is an aid in 
disease control where soil ero­
sion is not a problem. · Other 
control measures are crop ro-
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This is the .first of a series of newsletters we plan to publish throughout the year and coming years. We hope you will beo~me better. 
acquainted with the District Soil Conservation Service personnel, and the services we provide. 

Many people believe we strictly provide conservation assistance to farmers. Although in low~ County, farmers do constitute the gr.eat­
~st number of our clientel, our services are not limited to this area. Any home owner in town, Civic organization or governmental unit 
needing assistance· with a soil or water conservation problem need only ask and we'll do our best to provide the technical information ne­
cessary to solve the problem. In addition to on the land assistance, resource plans and inventories can also be prepared upon request from a 
governmental unit or an agency within the unit. For example, we assisted the county by identifying soils best suited for a sanitary land fill. 
We are presently assisting the county wide planning commission with soils information to help .in making land use planning decisions. The 
Williamsburg Planning Commission requested assistance as to soil limitations for such things as residential development with public sewer 
and buildings for light industrial and commercial use. Woodland inventories, wildlife inventories, recreation inventories, and others could 
be developed. 

We hope everyone will take the time to become better acquainted with the services available to them through their Soil Conservation 
District. · 

If you have any questions or comments of any kind we will be . happy to assist you. 

OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS 

Today, school programs often provide the 
only opportunity for many young citizens 
to learn how they depend on natural re­
sources and how man's use and care of soil, 
water and air affect our environn1ent. IVi uctl 
can be learned from textbooks, lectures and 
discussions. But in an outdoor classroom, 
children can learn directly from the natu­
ral environment as well as about it. 

As an inte~ral part of the school site, an 
outdoor classroom expands the learning en­
vironment readily accessible to chiidren and 
teachers. Its use requires no special permit, 
no time-consuming arrangements for trans­
portation, lunches, and comfort facilities, 
and no shifting of class schedules. More 
important, it is immediately available for 
continuous studies, for the unexpected ob­
servation, for supervised individual study 
projects, and for capitalizing on the "teach-
able moment." · 

Here, through working with natural re­
sources, students learn how their decisions 
and behavior affect other living things and 
how people are affected by the way they 
use soil, water, air and other living creatures. 

By observing, classifying, measuring, analy­
zing, and interpreting phenomena, children 
gain not only essential learning skills but al­
so an idea-of their own relation to the na­
tural world. As they acquire knowledge 
and understanding from .and about the en­
vironment, they also develop some com­
petence in evaluating alternatives for using 
and mana~ing resources. 

Attitude~ guide our behavior, ancf they are 
shaped early in life. In outdoor classrooms, 
children can have the many sensory and 

· other learning experiences with soil, water, 
plants and animals needed to develop a per­
sonal value system that gives priority to be-

havior consistent with rational and prudent 
use of these resources. 

In integrating conservation instruction into 
the K-12 curriculum an outdoor class­
room can serve as a laboratory for all stu­
d ies in .+he curricY!um: p.t-'1-ysical ar!-CJ. SOctal 
sciences, arts and humanities, vocational ed­
ucation, and others. 

The decision to develop an outdoor class­
room usually comes long after school build­
ing and facilities are in place on a site. But 
the un-used parts of a site, perhaps those 
too hilly, too wet, or otherwise considered 
undesireable, may be ideal for an outdoor 
classroom. Generally, a conservation plan 
for the entire school site is needed. -

Each outdoor classroom is an individual 
project. It must be planned according to 
the size and s~ape of the area available and 
to the topography, cli~te, . geologic fea­
tures, geographic ·location, and special re­
source problems of that site. 

Any schools interested in developing an 
outdoor cl·assroom may contact the Soil 
Conservation Service office in Williams­
burg. 

RURAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (REAP) 

As many of you have already heard, the 
administration has eliminated the Rural 
Environmental Assistance Program (REAP) 
For those who may not be familiar with 
this program 'it prm/'ided government cost­
sharing to landowners applying conserva­
tion practices on their farms. The REAP 
program replaced the old ACP cost-sharing 
program two years ago. Si nee the concep­
tion of the cost-sharing program it was be­
lieved that since everyone benefits, every­
one should bear part of the cost; not just 
the landowner. 

According to the conservation needs inven­
tory, from a total of 173,483 acres of crop­
land, 86,97 4 acres are adequately protected 
in Iowa County. We have a long way to go 
before we can consider our soils protected ' 
to ·-the extent-that tf.e~~ v .. 4H iYia-i-ntain therr 
productivity and that our lakes and streams 
will be clear of sediment. 

At a recent Ag-Pollution Seminar in Iowa 
City, ag-engineers, agronomists and industri­
alists all agreed that the major portion of. 
pollution could be controlled by more and 
better soil and water conservation. Good 
soi I and water conservation practices are 
long term capital investments and farmers 
should not be expected to bear the cost­
alone, sine€ all mankind benefits. 

Take the time to write your congressman 
to convince him of the importance of a 
conservation cost-sharing program. 

CROP CLINIC 

A series of crop clinics are being planned 
by the Extension Service in January and · 
February. Included in the program will be ­
presentations on Iowa County soils and the 
Soil Conservancy Law which has been ini- · 
tiated in Iowa. More information concern­
ing these and other topics will be provided 
by the Extension Service. 

COMMISSIONERS SHORT COURSE 

The district commissioners from Iowa 
County will be attending the 28th annual 
Short Course For Soil Conservation District 
Commissioners which is being held January 
16 and 17 at Ames, Iowa. Some of the to­
pics will include crop production, land use 
planning, drainage laws and drainage prin­
ciples and Soil Conservation District Out­
look. It should prove to be a very informa­
tive two days. 

OFFICE PERSONNEL: Rick Cordes, District Conservationist; Clem McBride, Technician; Lennis Doehrmann, Clerk 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS: Fred White, Dick Mouchka, Don Eash, Vernon Sandersfeld, Keith Enochson. David McCartney, Ass't. Com. 



Minimum tillaoe grows to 3 million acres in 5 years IOWA CO. FARMER 

November, 1972 ~ 
.. :;. Teachers Attend 

DES MOINES - Minimum increase in conservation tillage in been the chisel plow. Its use 
tillage has grown from virtually the last five years," Moon said. increased 30 percent last year 
none in Iowa five years ago to Half the conservation tilled land bringing the total land it is used on 
being practiced on nearly 3 million was planted with special rna- to 900,000 acres. Much of this land 
acres now, according to Wilson chines, including the till planter, is in central and north-central 
Moon, state conservationist for the chisel planter, no-till planter, and Iowa. 

that it - is most effective when 
combined with terraces, contour­
ing and other conservation prac­
tices. 

\ ' 

Con servationWorksho 
Carol Gryp, third grade 

teach~r, and Arlene Ford, 
sixth grade teacher, both at 
Hartwick, attended the Iowa .· 
Conservation Education Coun­
cil' s W~tern Iowa Conserva­
tion Education Workshop at 
the 4-H Camp near Luther , 
Oct . 13-14. 

USDA Soil Conservation Service. rotary till planter. Seedbeds on the A modest increase -in till 
According to a recent survey by other half of the land were planting, most used in northwest 

the SCS, mote than 28,000 farmers, prepared with machinery already Iowa, brought its total acreage to 
or a third of all farmers in Iowa, .available on farms, including the more than a quarter million acres. 
have changed from the moldboard disk, field cultivator and similar No-till planting, a system of 

"It is a practice that farmers ean 
adopt and use in a very short time. 
I think it has a promising future as 
a way of farming to protect Iowa's 
soil and water· resources." 

Some 150 teachers gathered 

plow · to conservation tillage .equipment. planting with the least soil ,_ 
machines and other tools to Although conventional machines disturbance and the most potential 
prepare seedbeds for corn and leave less residue on th~ ground, for erosion control, has increased 
soybeans. · they do help somewhat to reduce to a total, of 100,000 acres in Iowa. 

. to exchange information about , 
Moon says conservation tillage erosion, Moon said. The disk and This system was developed for 

can substantially reduce wind and other conventional machines are planting on grass sod but is also 
wa~r erosion in the state. Leaving being used mostly on soybean being used on com and bean fields. 
sufficient crop residue spread ground. Mpon said that some" form of 
evenly over theneld can reduce The most popular special cons~rvation tillage could be used 
soil losses. from water erosiop_by 90 conservation tillage machine has on_ every farm in the s~te, _add!ng 

time -tested and innovat ive 
activities and programs deal ­
ing with the workshop the me 
of "Ideas to Action". 

percent over conventionally plant- - --

· , 

, 

ed fields, and can totally eliminate 
soil loss on cropland from wind 
erosion. 

"A ·variety of new machines and 
different . uses for old machines 
account for the phenomenal 

- ~ ~ ~~~ - 1/··?.:L.. 

. SCS defends channelization as COnservation step from floOds, ,, ea"nter~rry said . 

Far·m Pon.ds ·. -~~ 
· Providt .;AII 
·Ar(>und. Resource 
-.- Aburic:i~mt and clean sources 
of water have become the·coh-

. cern of many Iowa county 
residents including farmers 
says Carl Lantz, director of 
Iowa county ASC. Iowa cotin- · 
ty has been adding an aver­
age of ten· farm· ponds each 
ye_a t for the pit ~t. five years .. 

Most of · ther-e _ponds have 
beert Huilt . with·. help from the 
Rur~r Envrio'nmental Assist­
ance Program (REAP) and 
its predecessor program ad­
ministered by the Agricul­
tural Stabilization and Con­
servation servi\::e of the U. S. 
Department of Agricult~re . 

Uses for farm · ponds go far 
beyond holding fish and catch-. 
ing rainwater Lantz notes.. 
Firefighting, erosion control, 
recreation, and livestock and 
wildlife watering are other im­
portant functions . of . farm 
ponds. 

Along with helping to con­
t rol sediment and flood 
waters , fa rm ponds also p:-o­
vide a readily available sup­
ply of water for emergencies. 
Many times a readily acces­
sible farm pond means the dif- · 
rerence b~tween the salvage 
of a barn and·a total loss . :. 

Farmers have long used the 

WASHINGTON- The u.s. Soil trator of the Agriculture Depart-
Conserv~tion Service, sensitive to ment agency, says in the current 

':1 ~nvironlnental grumblings, has issue of "Soil Conservation" 
· published two articles on stream magazine that channelization has 
·' "channelization" aimed at clari- been overplayed. 
· fying the muddy ·waters of "Too often, channelization ~las 

discontent. been treated by its critics as if it 
Channelization is the process of were a total program," Grant said. 

straightening, dredging and clean- " It isn't." 
ing out a stream so it will carry Grant said channel work is "just 
~re water d\rring periods of one ingredient". of ·water manage-

. elcess rainfall. The process· is used ment in a small watershed project, 
commonly iri SCS watershed and not everyone at that. 
programs wmch are designed to Some critics have said that scs 
reduce soil erosion on farin land. plans to channelize some 150,000 

three feet of water out -of your 
living room during Hurricane 
Agne~, I'd call that a benefit." 

Further, he said, channelization 
also "is the only way" to re.~torP 
some natural streams which have 
filled with sediment and debris. 

North Caroliria~ in which Canter 
berry describes channel benefitS, 
also is the site of the Chicod Creek 
Watershed Project, a planned 
operation challenged by the 
Natural Resources Defense Coun­
cil. 

Grant's comments were publish­
~d as a .questipf-answer interview 
mth - Hubert Kelly, information 
director of SCS. Another article on 
the subject, entitled "Channeliza­
tion- the Fanner's Friend", was 
written by James H. Canterberry, 
area conservationist' for SCS at · 
Edenton, N. C. The council was successful in 

"To most far~ers and towns- delaying ·channelization earlier 
people c~annel work has long been this year through court action until 
necessary to drain the low-lying SCS provided . a background 
land, thus making farmiilg poss- statement on environmental . ef­
ible and providing some pr~tection fects. 

· Critics say SCS too often applies miles of natural, fulltime streams 
channelization ruthlessly, thus in the United States. Grant said 
causing damage to plant and "that 'figure has no basis in fact" 
wildlife ecology. Some groups, and that the public has heard little ~ 
including the Natural Resources about the benefits of channeliza-
Defense Council, Inc., have gone to tion. 
court in an effort to force SCS to "One benefit is that- you get 
tope do\vn its • channelization excess water off agricultural land 
policy. - and other limd's, for that 

.• 

But Kenneth E. Grant, adminis- matter," Grant said. "H you keep 

farin pond as a conservation . 
tool. Many are used to water . . . . . . --. 
livestock:~Pl~d inc .a str~- pon~s ~lso prov1de ple~.san. t . 
tegic location', ~farm pond en- recreatiOnal are~~ . . . · .,· , 
abies a farmer to more ef- :F ~rmers interestecf -in . 

. ficiently use . a~d conse~ve : learning more . detaHs about 
· more areas of his farm with- ·REAP cost-sharing for 'farm 
~mt over-graziJ?g and damag- · ponds, or about other con-
mg t~e protective cover or the .servation pr.a~tices Which im- ' 
land Itself. ,prove farmland 1 and the en-

Along with providing: hab- ; vironment, shou~q contact the .; 
. .ija~ for wildlife, many farm county ASCS office. 
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Regional Planning Gro. · 

_ ;.Ne_ed For .P-lanning, Soil Study In u_ nee Noted At Meeting 
~.mpr~henstve . r~f10nfl cou~ty, sets gu1detmes ~or all Total cost of consulting ser- sure planning process will re- for the p~rpose of d~stgn a~d my opmion, nghtfuily so) to bad resulted in expensive and others evaluate soil 

P he.:Ung dIS ~e!f.\'·dmtl ar . 0 
. maJor changes that will oc- vices of three year period end- main under county control." constructiOn of a samtary sys- get personally involved in problems for highway con- suitability for many uses 

:~., w:n~:S!~n,,t rio~as~~~~n cur. ing July 1, 1973 is estimated at ' 'One· very important point t~m,. Application for funds was compr~hensive planning for . struction and ih residential de- ' · 
. ' • planning J43 .'l50: Federal and state to keep in mind, he conti- demed by the federal ~oye~- our region or county. We are velopments. The SCS assisted the county 

~~~~~~:~re~IJe' !>~~ vol\"es ny ople it ts . 'k<l tnHn~t are. paying two nued "is that if ~e choose to ment because t~e .mu~JICIJ?ab- also being told that if we don't Rick Cordes, local Soil Con- in locating or providing in!or-
d an 'nfrrniation 1 neeessa h e the co- th rds of this under the 701 pro- . sit back and watch or refuse to ty ~as not participa~mg m a involve ourselves others will servation Ser~ice, and other tnation on suitable soil types 

g about ~e subject In o ation o many' prefer- gram. Total local cost of pro- ~ec_o_m~ involved in time con- . rt:gwnal compreh~nsd~e plan- do ourplanni?~ for us. ~orthis . S.C.S. perso~hel assisted in for the sanitary landfill he 
county regional plan- a all -local governments," .gra.m - ..(;O~sultant fee, secre- suming controvers ·we will · . mg p~ogr.am .. . ee r:ss ;to reason I feelittmperativethat the presentatiOn. · .· noted. 
t w·11· b 't h 11 Slioup continued. "In Iowa tartal services, supfJU,es, c t 11 t til . ay, t e mumctpa I Y m- we get involved all of us not Iowa county has 186 map- Cordes also pointed out in a 

N~'!o . 1 
tams ur~ ct Y a county eacli of the towns and · is $15,909 or ~.35 cents per. u ~ tn fedf:es~ ' V?lved, after payl?ent cYf pre- as citizens of Marengo, 'wn- ping units of soils. There are 49 1 • series of slides how soils, wa-

0 .,_.,, · · h the county government have son per year. dit: a e_~a vtously outstandmg assess- liamsburg Amana or Par- different soil types-in thecoun- ter tables, etc. affect a varie-
meetmg was not a ear- . c arunng ments is now a member of our · 11 t ' f · t od f · 

· ~~ ,only an informational one joined to form the Iowa Coun- . . - - ·pr eesse~ tead 0 having 1 • . . • ne , no as armers or c~ty y some go or growmg ty of building and land uses. : 
. saiCiaenryZimplemaJt'Chair-r ty Regional Planning com- Shoup. told th~group;"c~m- .. , the privilege of planning our 1\?n!!!~_g_ __ ~~_mm_ts~Ion. ~ dwellers, but as citizens of crops, C?th.ers not, ~orne good Slides from both Iowa county 
m._ ~ . · · ' . . mission.'' He pointed out that prehens.~ve r~gmnal plannmg ·own •• . We might thmk of this ac- a county." ../. for "bUildm s bulld ro ds~ and out of the county showing 
' . . . the commission had no power is a tool ~~ereby all con- . "On~ . or our Iowci _countil tton by th~ fede~al govern- . ~ Lorn~ Nestrud,. a soil scien- I so~e . 0~ . as S, etc., Cord~sl• various soils and a variety of 

pouited out planning · or authority to enforce plans, cerned citizens through . mumcilliilitiesinitiaii..Y chose ~ent as. bemg a.b•t .harsh, or best with the Sod Conserva- said. SOil neeos to be cons•· ..uses....were·shown. 
18 setting a goal, mak- . ordinances or regulations. Its elected county officials can nor to participate financuiti) dictatf!ria_l, y~t tt giVes us a tion Service, presented a pro- dered first Cordes told the! Nestrud recommended that' 

ans, &aking action, function is to recommend. Ac-·, exercise definite cony-~1 over or otherwise in the Iowa Coun- clear mdicat1on of th direc- . gram showing how soils infor- group. A soil survey report. those planning to build a house·. 
I to ~ee if it is W!»rking . tion comes from each indivi- • ; the future develop~ent of the ty . Plannine . commission," tion local gov~rnment is ex- ~ation can. be used in plan- was. issued here in. 1967 and is · in the country should first con- ·. *· R~g1onal plannmg, he · dual government involved and : :county. By becommg and re- · Shoup noted. This sarrie. pected to take, Shoup pointed mng. He pomted to examples available at the soil conserva-1 sider how and where they are · 

ued, dHfers" from ind~ : only for their territory he ex- maining involved in sound : municipality recently made ~u_t_. _ __ . __ . __ ___ __ where failure to give ~de- tion . service office he conti-
ln &ba& I& affects the plained. ·· · • planning' process we can in- appli~ation for federal funds "We are being told (aJI4, in . quate consideration to soils nued. It can help engineers! ~fPiease tum to page 2) 

j. 

.i.- .:2 -i::J. 
Plan National Conference on Conservat~on Til~age­

ANKENY, IOWA- Using surface vegetative cover . 
·in crop production to maintain environmental quality· 

··~will be. the theme of a national conference on conser­
·. ·~ vation tillage, March 28- 30 in Des Moines, Iowa. 
· ·.- ' The conference is being sponsored by the Soil Con-

.! . servation Society of America in cooperation with the . 
American Society of Agricultural Engineers, American _·. 
Society of Agronomy and National Association of C9- .,. 
nservation Districts. It will be held at the Fort Des 
Moines Hotel. 

George Bagley, NACO vice-president from St. Jo­
seph, La. will deliver the keynote address at the open­
ing session on Wednesday, March 28. Following will 
be a discussion of conservation tillage system concepts 
and a series of papers on the management principles 
involved in conservation tillage. These include soil 
physical properties, soil temperature effects, soil wate 
storage and evaporation, · nutrient availability, root 
growth, soil micro-organisms, weed control, plant di-
sease and insect control. · 

A banquet will conclude the first day's program. 
Environmental consideration, economics and spe­

cific conserv~tion tillage systems are the focal points 
of the Thursday, March 29 program. The day's . 
opening ses.-; ion will concent rate on t he use of surface 
residues and tillage systems to control soi l erosion 
and maintain water quality. 

The following session will analyze the costs and 
returns of conservation til.lage systems in humid and 
semi-humid as well as arid and semi-arid regions. 

A luncheon session will precede a review of those 
specific conservation tillage systems that have proven 
effective in producing crops while reducing .erosion. 

The closing session of the conference on Friday, 
March 30, will deal with the acceptance of conserva­
tion tillage systems. Papers wi.ll consider the roles of 
the farmer, conservation districts extension andre­
search in promoting widespread use of conservation 
tillage. . 

Complete details on registration can be obtained 
from the Soil Conservation Society of America, 
7515 Northeast Ankeny Rd., Ankeny, Iowa 50021. 

f 

Conservation tillage haS grown Although conyentional machines 
frODJ. virtually none in Iowa five leave less res1due on the gtound, 
years ago to being practiced on they~® help somewhat to reduce 
nearly 3 million acres now eros10n, Moon say~. The disk and 
aCCD'ding to Wilson Moon, sta~ other conventional machine~, are 
.conservationist for the USDA Soil being used mostly on sojbean 

· Qgleriation Service. ground. 
According to a recent survey :by · The 

. the scs, more ,lflm~-~~~lf:l!; 
J or one-third of all tl! use 
, have cl:langed from the moldboard increased · 30 percent last year, 
pldw ··· to, conServation tillage . bringing the total land it is ueed on 
machines and other tools to to 900,000 acres. Much of tbla land 
prepare seedbeds for corn and is in central and nort!H:entral 
soybeans. Iowa. , . · 

Moon says conservation tillage A modest increase ln . till 
can substantially reduce wind and planting, most used in northwest 
water erosion in the state. Leaving Iowa, brought its total acreage to 
sufficient crop residue . spread more than ¥-& lnillion acres. 
evenly over the field can reduce No-till plqtlng, a system of 
soil losses from water erosion by 90 plan~ · 'lith the least soil 
percent over conventionally plaJlt- distUrbance and the most po~tial 
ed fields, and can totally eJbninate fOI.' erosion control, bas increased 
soU loss on cropland £rcf!i Wind! to a total of 100,000 acres fn Iowa. 
erosion. ''A variety ' Of new, This system was developed for 
machines and different uses for old ' planting on grass sod but Ia also 
machines account for the pheno- peing used on corn and bean.flelds. 
mena1 increase in conservation · Moon says that some form of 
til18ge in the last five years," Moon conservation tillage could _be used 
says. · on every farm in the state, adding 

H'alf the conservation tilled land that it is most effective when 
~planted with special machine- · combined with terraces, contour­

. s, ·tneJuding the till planter, chisel . log and other coruiervatlon practi­
~r, no-till planter, and rotary ces. "It is a practice tbat fariDers 
till planter. Seedbeds on the other can adopt and use in a very ~ 

·half of the land were prepared with time. I think it bas a promllfnl 
machinery already avanable on . future 8s a way of farming to 
farms, including the 4isk, fi~ld protect Iowa's soil and water 

ti r and similar ui nt. resources." 



TAKE TOUR--Members of the county Soil Conservation and Agricul­
tural Stabilization services, staff members and others toured several 
farms in the county last week to see how county funds have been put to use. 
Here .left to right Mrs. Lennis Doehrmann, SCS office assistant; Mrs. D0ro­
thy Kleinmeyer, Mrs. Irene Wetjen, ASCS office; Carl Lantz, ASC; Les 
Furseth. ASC area fieldman, and Clem McBride. SCS. look over part of the 
hog confinement operation at the Delmar WetJen farm west of Conroy . 
.f1'tinds tor the manure pit below the slats ot the pen were applied for but 
have not been approved as yet pending engineers signature on the project . 
. Projects which do not use already approved plaQs must be certified by li-
censed engineer. 

~ l 

.LOOKS AT MANURE PIT--ASC and SCS committees toured the Nyle. 
Felling farm southwest of Marengo . Cattle manure pit in foreground was 
frozen at time of tour. Project has not been approved because not enough 
reinforcement steel was used to meet specifications set by the state and 
federal governments for this type of cost sharing project. The SCS does not 
design manure pits . All concrete pits either meet specifications according 
to plans already on file or plans drawn up must be certified by a licensed en­
gineer as meeting specifications. Runoff from the concrete manure pit here 
will go into lagoon across the road in back of the men looking over the pro­
ject. Left to right are Lambert Elwood, Fred White, Carl Lantz, Felling, 

LOOK OVER PONDS--ASC and SCS tour included the ponds at the Orlo 
G .J. Buswell farm southeast of Marengo where a confinement cattle feed­
ing operation has been set up . Part of the lot is area right in foreground. Top 
pond is a settling basin while the bottom one is a collecting one. Runoff then 
goes into waterway and soaks into ground. Ponds have not been approved 
because they did not rpeet specifications as determined before the project 
began according to SCS. Dam structures were to be constructed with·21/2: 1 
slope .a'!d actual con·struction was 11/2: 1 according to Clem McBride, SCS 
tec~n1c1an. The ·more gradual slope is more stable , not so apt to sluff off, is 
easier to seed and consequently less erosion occurs said Rick Cordes, SCS. 

and Lowell McKean, county extension director. 
·~~~------~----~--------------~----------~-------------------------



Cancellation of REAP program affects Conservation 

Since the 1973 REAP cost-share program was can- , 
celled, many people have asked how this affects the -. 
assistance available through the Soil Conservation Dis­
trict and the' Soil Conservation Service. 

The Iowa County Soil Conservation District was or­
ga·nized in 1945- to carry out a program of soil and 
water conservation ·in Iowa County. A Memorandum 

· ' of Understanding was entered into with the U.S. Qe­
partment of Agriculture which outlined the assistance 
the Soil Conservation Service would provide to land-
owners in the District. --: 

Conservation plan'ning is the basis of all the services· · 
provided. This can include individual planning, group 
planning and planning for units of governm·ent. Du­
·ring the planning process, goals are discussed for the 
land unit. A soils m(!p is provided with basic soils in­
formation and interpretations to aid in land use deci­
sions. Land use capabilities are discussed and the de­
cisions are recorded. The resulting plan enables the 
landowner to adequa'tely protect his investment ~nd 
economically develop his resources. 

We hope that a new cost-share program will bees­
tablished but even if it is not, SCS personnel will con­
tinue to prepare conservation plans, design conserva­
tion practices, and assist with the development and 
wise use of resources. 

WL'l_.- .J\..~J~.l.f.i-t-t. "3 .. J..;Z.-].3 

1973 Iowa Teachers Convention - . 
'~ - .... . 

Cafrip~~Will~ ~e Hel~ At Two Sites_ 

Announce\ Plans 
For Conservation .. 

--S-Peech ~- Contest 
.. Contestants are now being 
accepted for .participation in 

j the 1973 soil · conservation 
speech contest. . 

-~ Statewide contest. spon-

(
' sored on the local level by 

- county soil conservation dis-
1 trict , and Patrons Mutual In-

surance association ~ Wil-
. liamsburg, is open to all junior 
and senior high school stu- . 
dents 'in the county. · · 

Topic for the contest will be 
"Long - Range Community 
Benefits . from Proper Land 
Management". · 

Local contest will ·be held at 
the Williamsburg city hall . 
Mar. 27 at 7:30p.m.· Winner of , 
the local contest will advance 

, to the regional competition in 
' June or July. . · · 

First, second , .and third 
·>~i>lace winners of th~ local con-

• test will each receiy_e a plaque 
and ·$15, $10, .a.nd $5 ·respect-

. ·iv~Ly. E ach .additional par-
. . ticipant will r~ceive $2. . 
. ·_ .,Anyorie inter~sted 'in enter- :, 
.. ing the.eohfest may -obtain. in-

~ formation· from the Soil Con- · 
~, servation Service offic~. Wil- .. · 

I .Iiams burg .. -All Yo'u~hs, ru_ral or 
, 

1 <e.rban, · a~_e · encoiu:aged · to 
-~ ·enter. •, · 

1 
- . Nafu~e trail planning, out-
~ door laboratory . use ,- ffeld 

trips, and study of man's man­
agement of his resources and 
environment will be part of the 
·program: for this year·s· Iowa 
teachers :conservation camp. 

The three-week course will 
be offered June 11-29 at Cedar 
Falls and again July 9-27 at 
Burlington. In the past , the 
course has been held at 
Springbrook state park. 

"By taking the program clo­
ser to the home environment 
of the participants, we hope to 
be of more. direct help to 
schools and teachers in 
developing conservation 
education programs," says 
Camp Director Bernard Clau­
sen, Cedar Falls. 

The course, open to both ele­
mentary and secondary teach­
ers. offers three hours ·of uni­
versity credit. It is jointly 
sponsored by the University of 
Northern Iowa, Iowa Depart­
ment of Public Instruction , 
Iowa Conservation Commis­
sion, and Iowa Department of 
Soil Conservation. 

For more information , Clau­
sen advises . writing him at 

. UNI or contact the conserva­
tion education committee of 

· the local soil conservation dis­
trict. Iowa ,County teachers 

· may contact John LaRoque, 
chairman of the education 
committee or the Soil Conser­
vation Service office , Wil-

-liamsburg . 



Petitions. Are Presented 

~ 

Control of Erosin is 
Being Planned 

Throughout Iowa county 

Septic tanks need .! 

.cleaning in spring 
the finishing touches are being , , Regular mainten.mce is re- with sui-face spreading of the 
put on Plans for cropping or . qtiired for successful septic tank effluent may work in tight soUl 
construction projects con- operation in a home sewage areas. Sand filter systems for 
ceived over the long winter diSposal system, Dale Vander- septic tank effluent are another 
months and the machinery is holm told Iowa and Benton possibility. 
poised to begin carrying them · · county residents attending · a Treatment systems using me­
out Fred White, .Chairman ) sanitary waste disposal meeting chanica! aeration are becoming 
~tJ~e Iowa County Soli Con- ·- March 5 at the Colony Inn in available, according to the 

.s~rvation District, points out ·Amana. engineer. "However, it is doUbt­
that an important part of plan- ' Vanderholm, extension agri- ful that any of the current 
ning considerations should be ' cultural engineer at Iowa State systems will produce an effluent 
measures to assure the con- university, Ames, said septic of ~uitable quality for discbarge 

, trol of erosion from unp~ tanks should be cleaned before into water courses", he said . . 
· tected land. sludge and sewn accwnulations "Evapotranspiration systems 
i He cautioned that ''Never build up and are carried out the appear successful in more arid 

· · · in history has the conserva- outlet. Such discharge clogs the parts of the country. But they 
,_ tion and wise development of soil absorption system and is the may not fuhCtiori as well where 

our natural resources been pr~ary cause of septic taqlt natural precipitation and eva-
more important. Soil, water, . failure._ . poration are nearly equal. 

~ forests, fish and wildlife, open He explained that a septic tank "While a simple solution to J 

. space, natural· beauty all are : combines anaerobic decomposi- home waste disposal problems is 
' highly vulnerable to misuse tion with settling and flotation to not always available, we have 1 and waste." treat household sewage. The enough alternatives to design a 

At the local level, offi- · solids content of septic tank successful . system for most / 
cials of soil conservation di&o . effluent is much less than that of situations", Vanderholm said. 
tricts are working to conserve · raw - sewage and can be Others on the program includ- I 
and develop these resources ·, infil~ated into the ground ed Rick Cordes and Floyd ·Peters 1 

for all people. White empha- through a soil absorption system. of the Iowa and Benton County 
sized that soil conservation ' '~ successful soil absorption Soil Conservation service offices. ; 
and planning services are avail- ; system first · requires a soil with They discussed local soil types 
able through the District office 

1 
adequate infiltration character- and their effects on sewage 

and these servicesareprovided i&tic~," . hE; contjr}ueq. "The treatment ~ystems. Mr. Harry 
without charge to urban and system must be adequately sized Grant of the State Department of 
rural residents alike. and properly installed. The final Health covered state regulations. 1 

Serving . the Iowa County .· r.eQuirement for successful oper- Larry Webert, ~nton Coqnty 
Soil Conservation · · District ation is regular tank mainte- Sanitarian, explained local regu-

1 

along with Chairman , White nance, which means a periodic lations. 1 

are: Commissioners r:l6na1d · cleaning." . The meeting was sponsored by 
Eash, Parnell; Richard Mauch- Some areas are not suitable for the Cedar Rapids Area Extension 
ka, Marengo; Keith Eno.chson, .- septic tank systems, he added. service of Iowa State university. 
conroy; vernon ~ersfeld, High water tables, tight soils, Three other educational meet-

; Homestead; and .Assistant : fractured rock formations and ings on home sewage dispo8ai are 
,. commfs·~ioner . David · Me- some other conditions prohibit scheduled throughout the Cedar 

cartney, North Eng_I .. i-~h. ! .. · the use. of septic tanks with soil Rapids extension area during the 
. absorption systems. Other treat- next two weeks. _j 

ing streets and are 

·~ moot methods are available for l · 
'~uch conditi~ns. For example, · 

~ .aaturally aerobic sewage lagoons 
1 ---~--------'----- UlO ' t t o n..-nt 



PetitiOnS Are Presented 

City ounc·t 
Marengo city councilmen 

unanimously accepted pcti­
tiens signed by 280 .voters re­
questing a bond issu.c to vote 
on a new swimming pool. 
Council moved that a bond is­
.sue be held at the earliest pos- ' 

. ~ible date. 
. Tuesday morning Harold 
: Swift, city attorney. told The 
·. P-R that he had talked with · 
~Philip Dorweiler. Des Moines. 

who has been bonding attor­
ney for the new city hall. wa­
ter tower and Marengo 
Memorial · hospital addition. 
Porwciler told Swift the pcti- · 
tions for the swimming J)ool 
would have to be recirculated 

-including additional informa­
Uon on the amount of millage , 
the new pool would cost. That 

···,1lmount will be determined 
p-rf\cn the valuation has been 
~tublishcd and the council 
·has agreed on the number of 
Yl'~ s o\'er which to SJ>rcad 
I><~YI'lll'llt. 1-'o~ an amount of 
$l~CU"H thts n 'ght be 20 years 
IJorwl'il(r· ~uiCl.). · · . 

Members of the new swim­
ming pool commission met 

,· with councilmen Wednesday 
night and reviewed their find­
ings. Included was possibility 
that federal funds may be 
available for the project. To be 
eligible for funds. howc\rcr. a 
professional planner would 
need to be retained to carry 
out some work in preparation 
for an application. 

Dave Hogan, spokesman for 
the pool commission, rcitcr- · 
atcd pool commission find-

. ings - that is based on existing 
conditions and needs a new 
swimming pool shoqld be con­
structed. The present one, the 
eomri1ission says, would not 
meet minimum standards of 
the state board of health. 

American Le-giorl. which 
has owned, operated and · 
staffed the pool for 42 years, 
has agreed to open the pool 
this year but will not next 
year. They plan to . repair 
valves in the filtering system 

- :J 

and inleLpiJJ·ing so it may be 
opened this year {md will com­
pletely drain and clean the 
pool with an acid bath to make 
it more sanitary . 

The pool commission had re­
lined D.C. Taylor comp<.iny 

a co~sulUmt. Consultation 
is free dependent on the 
company getting the bid on 
new pool construction or if a · 
bond issue oes not pass. If the 
company does not get the bid. 
then there is an 8 percent fee. 

The swin1ming pQ com-
_m!ssion told t-hl' .(•ounr~ 

felt a bond iSSUf.L i~ bOJ!ffirig 
capacity allows this, should De 
for $1~,000 of which $12~,780 
wou ld be for actual construc­
tion of a 4,000 square foot pool. 
Additionally• money would be 
needed for first season opera­
tion and to begin retiring 
bonds, they said. · 

Hogan was told to contact a 
consulting engineer - Powers­
Willis. Iowa City. to ask a 

f representative to ~eet with 

· . eth<X18 are avana e for 
·such conditions. For example, I · 

~ , naturally aerobic sewage lagoons 
1 

i Pool Vol 
the counci I and commission to 
cxplmn what was needed to 
obtain federal funds. That 
meeting was scheduled for 7 
p.m. Wednesd~ty. 1\pr. u : 

A letter of certific;.ttion from 
the bonding j;lltorn ·. is also 
needed to determine bonding 
capacity. Harold Swift. city 
attorney. recommended the 
council tafn an experienced 
bond· uttorney as they ha vc 
do~ other projects in . the 
pa 

M bers of the pool com­
mission attending in addition 
to l!Qg~m were Terrv Hous­
man. Mrs. Nyle Felling. Eve~ 
lyn Behrens. AI Kloess and 
Keith Disterhoft. 

Lowell McKean, county ex­
tension director, met with the 
council to discuss mosquito 
control. Sec separate article. 

Housing Areas 
_ James _Sal!_e_rbrei mP.t witl!_ 
the council -on extension of city · 
water lines to property he has 
agreed to buy and will build a 

home on this summer. He·· 
pointed out th.crc would be po-

·tential for four homes to be · 
served in the area of Clinton 
and what would be the east ex­
tension oi'-¥ay strcpt~ . -

The city agreedlo run a stub 
water line of about 200 feet on 
an easement agreement 
with Ed Brecht to run the line 
across· his pr_-operty so that he 

· too could connect to it at a fu­
ure time. 

Mrs. Edward Shima ap­
peared before the council to 

. question procedures so far as 
the city is concerned on plat­
ting an area in the southwest 
part of Marengo~ Mrs. Shima 
said they own about 200 acres 
in the area which includes 
land between Pine and Miller 
streets. 

.Shimas propose to plat the 
area on the south side of Pine 
street first. Water and sewer 
lines are on the other sid of 
the streef. Sbe id the _ pro­
pos~ to have houses face e ·~t-

ing streets and arc planning on 
100 { ts to protect the look 
of the area. 

There is presently no sewer 
line on Miller street with none 
serving the street west of Wes­
tern avenue. Becilusc the area 
is in the city Maas said the city 
would place a sewer line tllCre. 

Kenneth Hadenfcldt. water 
commissioer. pointed out that 
Pine street is offset in the area 
under discussion. Dr. David 
Fry. councilman. also pointed 
out that because water and 
sewer lines run north and 
south that even though streets 
are not put through between 
Pine and Miller an casement 
area should be left ori what 
would be the street extensions 
for water and sewer lines. 

Soil Maps 
R.icharg Cordes. county_soil 

conservationist. displayed soil 
surveys of the county indicat­
ing types of maps that the SCS 
can prepare for a municipali­
ty including an a·rea within a 
two mile radius. 

- Maps are · colored accord­
ing to a code indicating soil 
limitations which effect land 
useage Cordes explained. This 
helps, he continued, indicate 
what special planning might 

·be necessary in building. He 
noted that 30filetimes extra 
expense is involved for people 
planning building Wh(~O soil 
types are not suited for the 
proposed pro.jcct. 

Cordes explained that the 
service would be free to Ma­
rengo and in addition to the 
maps soil sheets would be in­
cluded. 



;fO c un y Saturday, 
b.its 19farms; house . -

estroyed; 
crew· ·ave for cl-ean u .·,.a.n·d • • 

repa1r 

. I 
, J._ • ._--; 

·. ·" 
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Clayton ford hom 
the WIDiamsburg fire departmeld after blsuraDee adjastel'8 deemed it too 
badly damaged to salvage. Firemen reported that the outside waJJs. were. 
bullt with three thicknesses of brfcts. ·and that tw., fllslde walls ·'"re,'two 

Perbaps the wont damaged house from tbe tomado that struck Iowa couldy 
Saturday was the ClaYton Ford home between Parnell and Holbrook. '111e 
solld brick structure, belleved to be about 107 yean old, had one end 
completely toto out of lt. The venerable house was bam down Tuesday by :,.__ _____ _ . ..... -· • -.-..A._;___,._. ' ~ • 

ecked, burne d down 
. bricks thick. 1be lloule did not burn quickly. These two pictures show the 
Ford hoase Mit looked immediately after the tornado hit Saturday (left) 

A thundering tornado ripped 
through southeast and eastern 
Iowa county Saturday afternoon 
damaging or destroying 19 fanns 
and causing an estimated $600,-
000 in damage. 
· Workers moved in Sunday and 
Monday to begin to restore the 
damage and pick up debris. 

Miraculously, there was no 
death and only one minor injury 
to Mrs. Bert O'Brien, who was hit 
on the head with a brick. She was 
hospitalized overnight Saturday, 
but was back working at her 
wrecked home Sunday. 

More tornado pictures 
onPage7 

Perhaps the closest call in 
terms of probable death came at 
the Herbert and lloyd Swain 
farm seven miles east of 
Williamsburg. · The Herbert 
Swains lived in a trailer house 
about50feetfromthefarmhouse. 
When they spotted and heard the 
tornado, they decided to take 
cover in the cement block garage 
that is adjacent to the trailer. 

· H~wever, just as they stepped out 
into a lean-to entrance the 
tornado swept the trailer house 
away and dumped it about 100 
feet from its original location in 
front of the farmhouse. The 
garage also was destroyed. 

Neighbors, friends and other 
volunteers moved in quickly 
Sunday and Monday to help clean 
up the mess, and to aid with such 
restoration of buildings as was 
possible. A contingent of 139 men 
from the well-known Mennoni~ 
disaster relief corps appeared to 
work Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday and possibly longer 

Continued on Page 5, Col. 1 and _"durlag the fire Tuesday afternoon. 
-------------~------~----------~----~--------------~ 



' JOURNAL-TRIBUNE 
WLLLIAilS'BURG, lOW A 52,31 

THU~D;AY, AP .. 26, 19'13· 

BERT O'BRIEN ·HOUSE WRENCHED FROM FOUNDATION 
House was burned Tuesday 

1 
/ 



Tornad~o~ h'its 
. ~ \ 

19 area?fatms, . . 
ctesfroys houses 

Continued from Page 1 family quickly headed for . the 
basement, but not before Mrs. 

on the farms. White grabbed pillows and 
Lunches, snacks and other blankets to protect their heads." 

services for the· victims and for Wrenching noise 
the volunteers were furnished at She said there was a loud 
St. Michael's rectory at Holbrook wrenching noise when the storm 
and at the Center in Parnell. took the west half of their roof off. 
, A disaster relief fund also was · The roof was being replaced 

J started in Williamsburg. Local Monday. 
businessmen set up accounts in · Perhaps the worst damaged 
the two banks where contribu- house was the Clayton · Ford 
tions can be deposited. home. However, the Fords were 

The Iowa county civil defense ·qo~ at home at th~ t~e of the 
agency did a .good job Saturday twist~r, rather bern~ m ~~ 
and Sunday of blocking off the Enghsh. They arr1ve.d - ·ho~e 
entries to the disaster area to sh~tly afterward to fmd ~etr 
prevent tourists and other f~ in ~ shambles and .one· end 
sightseers from disrupting the out. of therr house. It was JUdged a 
work and from possible looting total loss. 
and other illegal activities. · Both the O'Brien and Ford 

Some of the victims of th~ houses were burned down by the 
tornado spotted the-storm before WUUamsburg fire department 
it hit, while others just knew ~~Sday. Mter insurance a.djus­
there was a very strong wind and te'rs had fi~shed their apprais- j 
took. cover . <"' als, it was deemed quickest and 

Mrs. Lloyd Swain, who was at most efficient just to burn the 
home ·~ with her three small hodses in place-rather than try to 
children, . said she did not know tear them down. 
specifically that a tornado was in Several barns also have been 
the area. burned. . 

"I decided to take- to the There were five pockets -of 
basement when I saw· the damage in the county. The most 
children's swings standing extensive was along the Black 
straight out in the air," Mrs. Diamond road between Parnell 
Swain said. and Holbrook, where the tornado 

Gone to work touched down first at the Arnold 
Her husband had just gone to Hanson.Jr. farm and then worked \ 

work at the Little Amana Gulf its way along 'the road for Ph 
station about 15 minutes before miles to the Ford farm before 
the storm hit. turning more northeast. There 

When she got to the basement, . was nothing then until the Joe 
the -wfud knocked the house off Black, and John Malloy farms ori 
the foundation. She said she the road 1% miles north of the 
thought the house was gone. She ·Black Diamond. 
said she was drenched because The Malloys lost a barn, a large 
she was in a corner that was machine shed and had severe 
~d when the house . was damage to ·th~hOIISe,-alth()ugh 
kno~ed about 10 feet off its the house can be repaired. Mrs. 
foUndation. · Malloy said the family . was just 

'l;'be injury to Mrs. O'Brien ready to go to Holbrook-and had 
came when a brick apparently . shut the barn doors preparatory 
w~. 'knocked off their house's " to tpe storm-when they saw the 
foundation hit her on the head. funnel. They then headed for 1~e 
'f.heir house also was knocked off basement. , 
its foundation. Both the Swain Heads northeast /~ 
a~q ~ the O'Brien h()mes are Mter leaving -that road, arid 
CO!l$idered a total loss,. although heading northeast again, the 
mbst of the furniture and other storm took out several buildings 
fumishings in them were saved. at the Dynese (Bud) Collwns and 

Mrs. O'Brien said their family then caused over $100,000 in 
WflS warned by their ·son, Pat, damage at the Virgil Meyer r 
wlio was outside. He came farm. 1 
rushing into the house y~lling for Mrs. Meyer said they also saw 
them to go to the basement. the funnel and got in the corner of 

Went upstairs their bas~ment under a table. 
Bert O'Brien, however, went The storm ripped the roof off · 

upstairs to close a couple their l)ouse, which is reJ4tiv~Jy j 
windows~ He never made it to the new. The basement of th~ - spUt · 
basement because he couldn't get level place was untouched, so the . 
the basement door open when he family stayed there. 
got back downstairs. She said she-. heard the howling · 

Mrs. O'Brien said she and her noise of the tornado, but they 
huSband are considering retire- ·didn't know of the daniage 'tO the 
ment and may not rebuild the house until they came outside.' 
house, although their son, Pat, . . The Meyers also lost their barn ' · 
might. and other buildings and a brand 

Another farm that received new silo was damaged. Workmen 
major damage was the Luke were 'well on their way to 
Collins place. Collins was sittirig restoring the Meyers' roof by 
in his living room visiting with his evening Monday. 
sister, Sister Anna Catherine, ·SwainS hit 
who teaches at a parochial school The Swains live in the ·same . 
in Minneapolis, whep he spotted mile as the Meyers, northeast, 
the twister out the west window. and were hit next. 
The Collins then headed for the The storm then skipped to the 
basement, where they were safe Harvey Prizler and then the 
as the storm ripped the second Robert Martinsons, . who live 
floor off their house, destroyed eight miles straight east of 
their barns and other outbuild- Williamsburg one mile short of 

· ings and severelr injured folir the Johnson county line. They lost 
market-ready Angus steers, all of two barns. The storm· then lifted 
which had to be killed. . again, as it continued on its 

The Fred White family,. along~. northeasterly course, before 
with son Lee and his wife visiting touching do'wn and ripping into 
his parents for Easter, were two mobile homes in the Oxford 
sitting ~round the kitchen table -
when Lee spotted the funnel out 
the west window. The White , ,. - .,;.~· ~f~gmge in v~ 
:;:;:;:; ;.;.;.;.;::::::::::::::: :·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·.·:·.·,········ ..... ·.·,·,,•,·,·. 



fornado ~hitS~ · 
19 area~,fatms, ..... 
ClesfroYs house~ 

Continued from Page 1 
family quickly headed for . the 
basement, but not before Mrs. 

on the farms. White· grabbed pillows . and 
Lunches, snacks and other blankets to protect their heads.· 

services for the· victims and for Wrenching noise 
the volunteers were furnished at She said there was a loud 
St. Michael's rectory at Holbrook wrenching Qoise when the storm 
and at the Center in Parnell. took the west half of their roof off . 
. A disaster relief fund also was The roof was being replaced 

,, started in Williamsburg. Local Monday. 
businessmen set up accounts in Perhaps the worst damaged 
the two banks where contribu- house was the Clayton · Ford 
tions can be deposited. home. However, the Fords were 

The Iowa county civil defense 11~ at home at th~ tifl?.e of ·the 
agency did a .good job Saturday twist~r, rather bern~ m . ~~ 
and Sunday of blocking off the Enghsh. They arr1ve.d ·ho~e 
entries to the disaster area to sh~tlr afterward to fmd thell" 
prevent tourists and other f~· m ~ shambles and .one end 
sightseers from disrupting the out of therr house. It was JUdged a 
work and from possible looting total loss. 
and other illegal activities. · Both the O'Brien and Ford 

Some of the victims of th~ houses were burned down by the 
tornado spotted the storm before WUljamsburg fire department 
it hit, while others just knew ~~Sday. After insurance aqjus- 1 
there was a very strong wind and ters flad fi~shed their apprais- [1 
took. cover. r' als, it was deemed quickest and 

Mrs. Uoyd Swain, who was at most efficient just to burn the 
home - with her three small ho~es in place rather than try to 
children, said she did not know tear them down. 
specifically that a tornado was in Several barns ·also have been 
the area. burned. . 

"I decided to take· to the There- were five pockets · of 
basement when I saw· the damage in the county. The most 
children's swings standing extensive was along the Black 
straight out in the air," Mrs. Diamond road between Parnell 
Swain said. and Holbrook, where the tornado 1 

Gone to work touched down first at the Arnold 1 

Her husband had just gone to Hanson Jr. farm and. then worked l 
work at the Little Amana Gulf its way along the road for Ph 
station about 15 minutes before miles to the Ford farm before 
the storm hit. turning more northeast. There 

When she got to the basement, . was nothing then until the Joe 
the · wfud knocked the house off Black, and John Malloy farms ori 
the foundation. She said she the road Ph miles north of the 
thought the houSe was gone. She ·Black Diamond. 
said she was drenched because The Malloys lost a barn, a large 
she was in a corner that was machine shed and had severe 
e.JP<lsed w hen _the house- was _damage te ·theit.- hOJJSe,-although 
kno~ed about 10 feet off its the house can be repaired. Mrs. 
foUndation. · Malloy .;aid the family . was just ·· 

4be injury to Mrs. O'Brien ready to go to Holbrook-and had 
cam~ when a brick apparently .. shut the barn doors preparatory 
w~. knocked off their . house's ·'" to tlte. storm-when they saw the 
foundation hit her on the head. funnel. They then headed for 1the 
'f.heir house also was knocked off basement. • · 
its foundation. Both the Swain Heads northeast / 
anq ~ the O'Brien hqmes are After leaving ·that . road, arid 
c~idered a total loss,. although heading northeast again, the 
mbst ·of the furniture and other storm took out several buildings 
fumishings in them were saved. at the Dynese (Bud) Collums and 

Mrs. O'Brien said their f~y then caused over $100,000 in 
~ warned by their ·son, Pat, damage at the Virgil Meyer 
wtio was outside. He came farm. 
rushing into the house yelling for Mrs. Meyer said they also saw 1 
them to go to the basement. the funnel and got in the corner of 1 

Went upstairs their bas~ment under a table. • 
Bert O'Brien, however, went The storm ripped the roof off r 

upstairs to close a couple their l,louse, which is re~veJy 
windows. He never made it to the new. The basement of th~ · spt{t ~ 
basement because he couldn't get level place was untouched, so the 
the basement door open when he family stayed there. 
got back downstairs. She said she .. heard the howling 

Mrs. O'Brien said she and her noise of the tornado, but they 
husband are considering retire- · didn't know of the daniage tO the 
ment and may not rebuild the house until they came outside.· 
house, although their son, Pat, . . The Meyers also lost their barn 
might. · and other buildings and a brand 

Another farm that received new silo was damaged. Workmen 
major damage was the Luke were 'well on their way to 
Collins place. Collins was sittirig restoring the Meyers' roof by 
in his living room visiting with his evening Monday. 
sister, Sister Anna Catherine, ·Swains hit 
who teaches at a parochial school The Swains live in the ·same 
in Minneapolis, whep he spotted mile as the Meyers, northeast, 
the twister out the west window. and were hit next. 
The Collins then headed for the The storm then skipped to the 
basement, where they were safe Harvey Prizler and then the 
as the storm ripped the second Robert Martinsons, . who live 
floor off their house, destroyed eight miles straight east of 
their barns and other outbuild-. Williamsburg one mile short of 

· ings and severely injured folir tbe Johnson county line. They lost 
market-ready Angus steers, all of two barns. The · storm· then lifted 
which had to be killed. . again, as it continued on its 

The Fred White family,· alongl. northeasterly course, before 
with son Lee and his wife visiting touching do\vn and ripping into 
his parents for Eastet, were two mobile homes in the Oxford 
sitting ~round the kitchen table -
when Lee spotted the funnel out 
the west window. The Whit~ f .,. __ /- . in v 
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r y~ - U& ·-~~~,~· --------------------------~----~------------
;~t;j/ degrees occurred in the order the 

_tornado hit as compiled by 
1 • Robert Gurfzenhauser, director of 

the Iowa county civil defense 
office: -. 

-Paul Septer (who lives seven 
miles southwest of Parnell, and 
apparently was the first hit), silo · 
damage. 

-Arnold Hanson, lost machine 
shed and fences. 

-James Taylor, lost barn and 
part of roof off house. House still 
liveable. 

-Bert O'Brien. Fannstead 
completely destroyed including 

, house, barn and outbuildings. 
. . -Leonard Collins, part. of roof 
off barn and minor damage to the 
house. 

-Luke Collins. The roof and 
most of the second floor were torn 
off the house, the barn was 
destroyed and other outbuildings 
were damaged. Four cattle were 
killed, but three .could be 
slaughtered iiiunediately. 

-Marguerite and Marie Spratt, 
. lost .part of the roof off their house 
their barn and garage. The house 
roo.f was being repaired. Also 
damaged was their corn crib. 

-Fred C. White, part of roof ... 
was lost off house and their barn 
was practically destroyed. 

-Clayton Ford. House destroy­
ed. Barn destroyed, along with 
other buildings. · 
. -Joe Black, lost barn and corn 
crib roof off. 

-John F. Malloy, lost a 
machine shed and barn, some 
damage to the house. 

-Dynise (Bud) Collum, house 
damage to roof. 

-Virgil Meyer. Lost roof off 
boll&:!, also lost barn and other 
outbuildings. Brand new .. sno· 

. damaged. 
-Herbert and lloyd Swain. 

House ·Off, foundation and a total 
loss. Trailer ho~e demolished. 
Barn demolished. Hog house 
demolished. Garage demolished. 
Corn crib damaged. 
~Harvey Prizler (located one 

mile northeast of the Swains), 
damage to house, lost cattle shed 
and feeder. Damage to chicken 
house. 

-Robert Martinson, located 
eight miles east of Williamsburg. 
Two barns demolished on two 
different farmsteads. Corn crib 
demolished and house damaged. 
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HERBERT SWAINS BARELY DCAPED DEATH IN TBIS TRAILER 
It wal · barlecllOO feet moments after couple ·~ bdo ~ 

ALL OUTBUILDINGS WERE DESTROYED ON THE JAMES TAYLOR FARM 

I ,. 



'let Soils Dry Out·:;'-.. :-, 
year's rows, with the second 

gram. 
Where soil conditions per- · 

mit, suostitu.tjng light disking l 
or chiselH.ng -for plowing~·, or : 

. · For most Iowa farmers, 
much field work remains ·to 
be done if craps are to be 
planted on time this year. Be­
cause of a late harvest last 
year and a wet fall, very lit­
t le . fall tillage and fertilization 
got done. And, if wet, cool 
conditions continue-to delay 
soil drying-some farm opera­
tors will be tempted to "jump 
the gun" getting their spring 
field work dqne. 

"Give your soils a chance 
to dry out," advises Min 
Amemiya, ISU extension agroiP 
omist. Tilling soils when wet 
will turn up large slabs and 
clods-and it's difficult to get 

· a good seedbed without extra 
secondary tillage trips. Anc;l 
this takes time and labor which 
will be in rather short supply. 
In addition, these extra trips 
invite problems of soil com­
paction from tractor traffic. 

For best results this spring, 
tillage should be shallower than 
usuill, working with the dryer 
portions of the soil profile, re­
gardless of the tool or system 
used. Reducing . the number of 
trips over the field by elimina­
ting operations or combining 
operations ·will probably be the 
pattern this year. This will 
not only -cut time and labor 
requirements, but in most 
cases .will also re suit in soil 
conditions more conductive to 
the 'control of soil erosion by 
wind and by water. 

Even on heavy teXtured and 
poorly drained soils, a satis­
factory seedbed can be pre­
pared by a shallow disking or 
chiselling with no moldboard 
plowing, provided it's Cion~ 
when soils are considered not 
too wet to plow. Dis king under 
wet conditions can create a 
severe compaction problem. 
Where crop residues are 
heavy, you will probably have 
to disk twice or chisel once 
and disk once. The first trip 
should be at some angle to last 

trip being used as a secondary,­
smoothing operation justprior 
to planting. A ·disk opener type 
planter or a stub runner on the 
planter is suggested to get 
through heavy trash. Disking 
is especially recommended on 
last year's bean ground going 
into corn this year. We feel 
it's not neces-sary to plow 
bean ground. 

On medium textured soils, 
there is little reason to believe 
that spring plowing will pro­
duce more corn than shallow 
seed bed preparation using a 
field cultivator or disk. Other 
conservation tillage systems 
such· as till-plant or slot-plant 
should also work well so long 
as the soil is not excessively 
wet, · and tillage depth is not 
excessive relative to the depth 
of planting to assure gOod seed 
contact with firm soil. With 
any reduced tillage system, 
weeds can be . expected to be 
more of a· problem than with 
the conventional plow-disk­
harrow sequence, without ·a 
well planned weed control pro-

· the use of. one of several ·oDe­
pass conservation tillage 
systems such as till planting, 
slot planting or strip rotary 
tillage can save several days 
this spring with no sacrifice 
iri crop performance. And, at 
the same time these alterna­
tives to plowing, by leaving 
a .mulch of plant residue on the · 
soil surface will provide ~ded . 
benefits to the farmer and to 
society by reducing the move­
ment of soil from the land 
through the action of ' water 
and wind. 

To summarize: , 
1. Give your soilsachance 

to dry up. 1 

2. Till shallow. 
3. Plant shallow, but making 

certain there is good contact 
of seed and firm soil to assure 
good gern1ination, early emer­
gence and early plant growtho 

4. Eliminate or combine 
operations. 

5~ Have a workable weed 
control program combining 
cultural and chemical method so 
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Iowa County l:andowners interested in constructing 
permanent conservation practi·ces can now apply at 
the Soil Conservation District office in Williamsburg. , 

50% cost-sharing assistance is available for the ini­
tial installation of parallel and graded terraces, diver­
sion terraces, waterways and grade stabiltzation stru­
ctures. Priority considerations will be given each pra­
ctice in the order in which listed above. -
· To be eligible for cost-sharing assistance the land:­
owner must enter into a cooperative agreement with 
the soil conservation district. The agreement will pro­
vide, among other requirements, that he has or intends 
to develop and follow a conservation plan for his 
farm that is acceptable to the district and that he will 
properly maintain the practices for which cost-share 
assistance is requested or refund the cost-share money. 

The Soil Conservation District Commissioners will 
administer the cost-sharing funds. These men are elec­
ted by the residents of Iowa County for a-six year 
term. Presently they include Fred White, Don Eash) 
Keith Enochson, Vernon Sandersfeld and Dick 
Mouchka. · 

Cost-share funds may be used to share the costs of 
installing soil conservation practices only where the 
district's representative has inspected the site ·and de­
termined that the practice is needed and practical 
prior to commencement of installation. The district's 
representative will be the Soil Conservation Service 
personnel. 

Anyone having questions should stop at the Soil 
Conservation District office and discuss them with 
Rick Cordes, Clem McBride.or Lennis Doerhmann. 
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Soil conservationist 
, describes .various 
soils in William·sburg 

Richard Cordes, Iowa county , 
soil conservationist, presented 
inforrqation about the different 
soil types within a radius of. two 
miles of Williamsburg at the 

1

. April meeting of the Williams­
burg Planning and Zoning 
conunission Wednesday night. 

Using a black and white map, 
< he projected colored slides oii the 
• map to show the different soil 
' types: their suitability for 

building homes, buildings for 
light industrial and commercial 
use, cottages, intensive camp 
sites and picnics, as well as 
trails. 

Different soil types in Will- · 
j iamsburg · are described as: 
Ladoga, Colo, Otley, Adair and 
Shelby. 

N{j<-tk. fr..ij /ish u co~d. · 7-19-- 1J 

Teac~er Conserv~tio., ~ot_kshops 
Available ·· · · · · 
I 

, Three conservation educa- · fered in an effort to bring the 
tion workshops will be offered workshops closer to home for 
for Iowateachers this October, teachers. White recommends 
announces Howard Huglies, area teachers attend the Work· 
president ofthe Iowa·Conserva- ·shop _ at Strawber'ry . Point. 
tion Education Council. One Costs41tf the . two-day . work·· 
·will be held at Camp Ewalu, · ' shop will be similar to laSt 
near strawberry Point, Octo- year's costs, estimated under • 
ber 5 and 6· theothertwowork- $15. ~ . , 
sh®s will~ October 12 and 13 Those interested should 

} at the State 4-H Camp near contact' the District office for 
Luther and at Camp Hitchcock,. reservation fortns or more 

' \)'\ 

approximately 15 miles .north infonnation. 
of Council Bl~ffs. The two-day Hughes says a total of 400 

· 1 sessions are intended to gi.ve teachers are expected at the 
tea~hers first hand learning th.r~ w.Q.z:ksh.DP.~~ TheY- ·-~-

;.- ~x~ri_tmc'es iir environmental . ·r' sponsored by · IC~c; . the· ._,, · 
studies. --- . .,.., Associatio.JL of Sojl__C_Qnserva-. 
· . Fred White, Chairptanofthe - tion District Commissioners~ -
Iowa Soil Conservation Dis- the Department of ·Public Jn. 
trict, says the three workshops struction, .Iowa Department of 
offer about the same material:; . ·SoU Cons~rvatfori and the Iowa 
three locations are being "of- Conservation Commis-sion~ 

J 
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Kin~inget, · Cox 
Win SCS· Contest 

Local winners of soil con­
servation contest sponsored 
by the Des Moines Register 
and Tribune have been cho­
sen by district SCS commis­
sioners. 

land · use. conser-vation work 
accomplished. . crop utiliza­
tion on the farm. community 
service in the soil conserva­
tion district program and 
general appearance of the 

There are three divisions for 
the contest: division I. long- · 

.: . - ) .time soil · conservation dis~ · 
' trict cooperator: Ctivision II. 
'-. owner-operator: division III. 

new cooperator during the· 
year 1.969 or later·. . 

. Local. winners are Russell 
.Kinsinger. division I. and John· · 
·cox. division III. There was no 

furm. , 
A conservation teacher is al­

so named in the same· contest.. 
Mrs. Pamela Wyman . . Wil- · 
liamsburg Com.munity school. · 

· was chosen by the commis­
sioners as county winner. 

Winners of the local contest 
will go to the .regional one Jor 
judging; Winners at the re~ 
gional go on to corri,pete at the 
state level. · 

· winner in division II this year . 
Scoring rs based on correct 
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Contestants are nQ~ accepted for particip-ai 
tion in the 1973 Soil :t o.rVation speech contest~ · 
The statewide c&ntest, sfl.Pnsored on the local level b.v 
-the county Soil Conservation district, and Patrons 
Mutual Insurance Association, Williamsburg, is open 
to: all junior and senior high school students in the 
county. 

Topic for the contest will be "Long-Range Com- . 
-munity Benefits from Proper Land Management." 
• The-local contest will be held at the Williamsburg 
City Hall, March 27 at 7:30P.M. Winner of the local 
contest will advance to the regional competition in 
June or July. . 

First, second and third place winners of the local 
contest will each receive a plaque and $.15, $10 and 
$5 respectively. Each additional participant will re­
ceive $2. 

Anyone interested in enterfng the contest may ob­
- tain information from the Soil Conservation Service 
office, Williamsburg. All youths, rural or urban,_ are 
encouraged to enter the contest; x 

·- ,~~----~ --....__ 
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SPEECH · AWARDS - Lee Jfacker, right, 
won first place in the Iowa county soil conserva­
tion speech contest held in Williamsburg Mar. 27. 
Dean Dickel, left, won third place. Speeches were · 
on topic long range community benefits from pro­
per land management. Second place was won by 
Kevin Brower, South English, who won first place 
last year. Hacker, who will go on to compete in the -
regional contest this summer, and Dickel attend 
Iowa Valley high school and Brower attends Eng­
lish Valleys . ~oys won $15, $10 and $5 p_rizes . 

· I 

t 

12 The Cedar Rapids Gazette: Fri.,_ .Marc~ -~0. / 1973 .· 

- Photo by Doris McCa•rtney, M itlleirsburg 

SQi( Speech Winners Named 
Lee Hacker, 17, of Marengo, second from left, was the' winner of t he Iowa county 

soil ~onservation district speech .contest on Tuesday evening in the city hall. Preseriting 
checks to the winners is Lennis Doehrmann, Williamsburg, soil district secretary. Second 
place ~ent to -Kevin Brower, 18, South English, and third place to Dean -Dickel, 16, Maren­
go. Hacker wi ll advance to the region~ ! contest later this year. 

f1, o'/\ur- f~~..i. '-'h~rt - ,~,l.-1J 

·1 S~S Spe~th 
Contest Winntn~s· 
·AmloUnced July~ -6 1 

. . ,. . 

In a regional seven soil con-
i servation district speech con­

test Friday evening at Seven 
Villages. 1-80. cash awards of 
$25. $15 and $10 were given to 
three eastern Iowa youth by 
sponsors Grinnell Reinsur­
ance company and SCS ladies 
auxiliary. 

.J ..... . 

Winners were: Mike Yoder, 
so'n of the Robert Yoders. 
Wellman. first: Kirk Baird, 

I Clinton. --- second place: and 
Kent Lage. Columbus Junc­
tion. third. 

Yoder. a senior this fall at 
r Mid-Prairie and F.F-A mem" 
t ber, Wi.ll advance to State meet I 

at Des Moines Sept. 9. 

~~ ; ~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOIL 

CONSERVATION· 
STATE OF IOWA 

Notice of election of commissioners 
for the Iowa Soil Conservation di strict . 
·encompassing lands lying in the Coun­
t¥ of Iowa in the State of Iowa : 
· To all qualified electors residing 
within the Iowa County Soil Conserva-

1 tion District: 
1• Notice is hereby given that on the 3 fst 
--day of July. 1973. between the hours of 
18: 00 A.M .. and 6:00P.M., an election 
1 w'ill be held for the election of commis­
s-ioners for the Iowa Countv Soil Con-

1seniation District. · 
-~· ' Polling places for election are as fol-
lows : · 1 

·: Iowa County 4-H Fa irgrounds . Ma­
l rengo . Iowa . 

Eligible voters residing within the 
-I district shall cast their ballots at one of 
lthe polling places . Eligible voters who 
will be absent from the distri ct on the 
day of election . may apply in person . or 
in writing. to the County Auditor a t Ma­
rengo . Iowa . for "Absentee Ba llots" . 
Each applicant for an absentee ballot 
sha ll state his name and address when . 
application for such ba llot is made . 

Depa rtment of Soil Conserva tion 
' By: George K. Aunan 

Cha irman . Sta te Soil Conserva tion 
Committee 

;. • Department of Soil Conservation 
' 29-2t 
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COUNTY WIDE SPEECH CONTEST 

Each year the Iowa County Soil Conser­
vation District and Patron's Mutual I nsu­
rance sponsor a county wide speech con­
test for all junior high and senior high stu­
dents. The fi'rst, second and third place 
winners each receive a plaque and $15, $10, 
and $5 respectively. Each additional con­
.testant receives $2 for participating. 

The local winner goes on to compete at 
the regional level and the winner there goes 
on to state competition. 

Our education committee organized the 
contest and did a· real fine job. The only 
problem we have had with the contest is 
that not enough students participate. We 
would like to have 2 or 3 students from 
each school. 

Judges were Mrs. Judy Giles, Marengo, 
Mrs. Diane Curtis, Williamsburg, and Nor­
man ~sl<-adburg; WHfiamsburg. We appreci­
ate the f ine job the judge.s did. 

Lee Hacker, 17, of 'Marengo, second 
from left, was . the winner of the Iowa 
County Soil Conservation District speech 
contest on Tuesday evening, March 27th in 
the city hall. Presenting checks to the win­
ners is Lennis Doehrmann, Williamsburg, 
Secretary-Treasure.r to the Iowa County 
SCD Commissioners. Second place went to 
K~vin Brower, 18, South English, and third 
place to Dean Dickel, 16, Marengo. Hacker 
will advance to the regional contest later 
this year. 

SOIL CONSERVATION ART CONTEST 

All elementary and high school students 
in Iowa County are encouraged to partici­
pate in the annual soil conservation art con­
test to be held May 11th at the Williams­
burg City Hall. Judging will be done be­
tween 6 and 7 p.m. with the contest open 
to the public from 7 to 9 p.m. 

There are- two levels of competition so 
the elementary students are not competing 
with the junior high and senior high stu­
dents. 

The first three pfaces of each level recei­
ve a plaque and $20, $15, and $10 for the 
junior high and senior high level and $7.50, 
$5 and $3 for the elementary level. 

The winning pictures will be placed on 
display at the Soil Conservation Service Of­
fice for one year. At the end of the year the 
student may reclaim the picture. 

Judging will be based on artistic techni­
ques, conservation content, general effect, 
and 'its typicalness to 1·owa County. 

We are looking forward to a !ot of good ~ 
contest enteries. Kids bring your parents. 

CONTOURING AND STRIPCROPPING 

Clem McBride, Conservation Technician, 
staking contours at Orville Wichmann's. 

Note the stripcropping in the background. 
Orville's stripcropping was staked last year 
and after having farmed it one year, he's 
firmly convinced that up and down hill far­
ming is the wrong way. He exclaimed, "It's 
amazing ·just how much easier the plow 
pulls on the contour. The tractor never did 
have to really open up like it did going up 
the hills." 

Others staking contours and. stripcrop­
ping so far this spring are: Arnold Huede­
pohl, Ken Boeke, Adolph Zuber, W-arren 
Gingerich, Arnold Schnebbe Jr., Dean Hu­
mphrey and John Cox. Ben Osweiller, By­
ron Goldthwaite and Duane Schwarting will 
be doing some later. 

Some advantages of contouring or strip­
cropping is that machinery pulls easier, it 
reduces soi I loss by 50-75%, conserves mois­
ture, and in<2reases yields. Although there 
are some short rows, there are also more 
long. rows as compared to straight row far-

ming. What is lost in one location is gained 
in another. 

Anyone wanting to do any contouring or 
stripcropping is encouraged to stop at the 
Soil Conservation Service office or call and 
make an appointment with Rick or Clem. 

TILE OUTLET TERRACES 
\ 

Parallel ti le outlet terraces constructed 
on ~ussell Kinsinger's farm last fall. 

This is one of the best permanent type ' 
conservation practices there is. Various ex­
periments have been conducted-in the state 
measuring soil loss from fields that have 
these terraces. The soil loss per acre per 
year has ranged from .24 to .38 tons. These 
same fields would have lost from 18. to 31 
tons per acre per year without the terraces. 
The allowable soil loss in Iowa County ran­
ges from 3 to 5 tons per acre per year, de­
pending on --the soil types. 

In discussing the terraces with Dwight 
Schlabach who farms Russell's place, 
Dwight said, "This is the only way to go 
with terraces. You might just as well get 
the water underground." Many people ac­
cuse us of overbuilding these terraces, but 
Dwight said they have been over half full 
already this spring. 

We originally thought about having a 
county wide tour in order to show interes­
ted individuals how these terraces work. 
However, we've decided that anyone . who 
is interested in finding out more about the­
se terraces should come into the Soil Con­
servation Service office and discuss them. 
Arrangements can be made to have Clem or 
Rick take you to various jobs and look 
them over and to be sure you don't get a 
prejudiced opinion, talk to the man who 
farms them. 
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L'f!gi'Siators-go back to work 

· what will come during the next BY DON REID 
DE&MOINES- The. solons are few months. 

here and are already at work. . Programs 
The first week of the session is There was bad. netrs from 

·being used to get the two Houses Washington for :Ina ·farmers. 
"organized," to swear the First · came an - announcement 
members into office, to confirm that the Nixon administration 
officiaDy what has already been was dropping the Rural Environ­
pre-de~ed in party caucus, mental Assistance Program, 
to atteiid Gov. Ray's inaugural more commonly known. as 
ceremooles and in general to lay REAP. Next came word-lbat 
the groundwork for a fruitful disaster. farm loans were · being 
session. eliminated. Then, in arJ:Other 

'lbere . will be new presiding cost-cutting move, the admini~ 
officers.~.· · ~me new floor leaders, stration announced it was 
a new .~ clerk of the house, abandoning the federal program 
many . f~!w:·· committee chairmen that provides low interest loans 
and . Of.. course, many new for rural electric and telephone 
legisla~~ facilities. 

Thin: \vill also be new 
programs .. .and new priorities, 
along .. wml. .. <;'8080mm .. e e Cl of. the. old ones 
such as_ '<Wogerty. tax relief .. " 

It is a'ftlther exdtlnl week, ilot 
so much from what has actuany 
been done as in anticipation of 

REAP 
:. The axe fell on the REAP 
program duriJI& #J!e Christmas 
holiday weekend When a teletype 
messag~ came from the Agricul­
tural Department to offices of the 

AgricultUral Stabilization and 
Conservation Service. State and 
county ASCS offices were advised 
to accept applications submitted 
by Dec. 22 for work planned in 
1973, but to reject all, other 
applications. 

Iowa had • .been all~~ f7.8 
million in federal fUnds for 1872 
and $6.5 million for 1973. Most of 
these funds inatch spending of 
fann owners making pennanent 
soil saving installations such as 
erosi9n control, dams and 
terraces. 

The 1973 cost sharing for :the 
Rural Environmental Assistance 
Program was set at $225.5 ~on 
by Congress, but the agricul e 
department allocated only 140 
million and ~ubsequently cut t 
to $134.5 million in allocati to 
the •--~. Then, · y 
wltb~llstHbution 
program bandbook. 

ASCS offices, practically ail 
funds were eliminated. 

The Nixon administration an­
nounced that REAP funds and 
those used to preserve the 
nation's wetlarids and wild 
waterfowl were being tennin-
ated. · 

'''l'J:Ipse two were among those 
,i8eleeMd aftelttPrevlew of federal 
programS to identify those of low 
priority that can be reduced or 
eliminated Wlthout serious eco­
nomic consequences," the USDA 
handout proclaimed. 

"It (cutback) was initiated as 
part of an effort to hold 1973 
budget outlays to $250 billion. 
Income supplements to fanners 

· have been provided by REAP 
and WBP are no longer 
necessary. Realized fann income 
for 1972 will reach an all-time 
record $19 billion. ;lp view of this 
&Dd.· because ef · the 'general 
acceptabi.Uty and profitability of 
certain practices, it is believed 

sensitivity and concern of the 
Nixon administration for rural 
problems, Hughes asserted. 

.In addition to cutting out the 
funding, the government is 
eliminating the coordination and 
guidance that needs to be 
pro~from the national level 
'cW -lbng-range ecological pr~ 

ib-ams. he · added. 

Disaster loans 
In recent years the Fanners 

Home administra'tion has been 
making forgivable loans to · 
farmers in disaster areas, such 
as a flood. Farmers were allowed 
to borrow up to $5,000 which did 
not have to be repaid. But, no 
more. The Nixon administration 
is terminating disaster fann 
loans. .. · 

News of the administration's 
action evoked a strong ~test 
from f~ ~ders. . - . ; . 

~~~--~------~--~------------------------------------~---·~:~~-~~~~~i 
J . Me;;ID Anderson, prta.J4ent 

of the Iowa Farm Bureau, 
wondefed aU.Qwl whetq~J,his halt 
would also be applied • to 
emergency loans to other citizens 
who suffer losses from natural 
disasters. 

income," the agriculture depart­
ment stated. 

: Reaction 
.. The announcement caught 
~Jmeffns .Jiff .~d.h'.. .. • . to ' 
~·. :.aay· sa1 e was gomg 

Oren Lee Staley, president of 
the National Farmers Organiza­
tion, said dropping .~e "disaster 
loan program was~-' a ditect blow 
to the family farm." protest to President Nixon. Ray 

called the move "illogical." He 
noted the ·REAP pro~am had REA loons 
saved the fanner and city The thlrd jolt was the 
dweller alike from flood damage announcement that the federal 
.and remarked that some fanners government would no longer 
contributing money to soU provide two percent direct loans 
conservancy pr.ojects would not for rural electric and telephone 
see ariy benefit during their facilities. The Agricultural De­
lifetimes. partn}ent announced that start-

Withdraw! of federal funds put ing Jan. 1 the money would have 
Iowa's soil conservancy program to be obtained from private 
in jeopardy; it had been lenders at a higher rate with the 
considered one of the nation's governing insuring and guaran­
finest. teeing the loans. The new rate on 

U. S. Sen. Harold H~es said insured loans would be five 
the administration's abrupt ter- percent. 
mination of the REAP program Earl King, executive vice 
"shows a shocking lack of president of the Iowa Association 
concern fot the welfare of rural of Electric Cooperatives, said the 
America." · action will raise "havoc" with the 

The "Cavalier statement" by rural electric co-ops. King said 
the Agriculture department that the change will have a "devasta­
the two programs are no longer ting blow" to those rural electric 
necessary because fanners can co-operatives that have long­
afford to do the work themselves, range financial planning and 
shows clearly_ tb_e _lack _ of loans nending. 
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Iowa County Soil' District Gives Young · · · l, 
Cooperotor~Honor To North English Man! 

1 I i By Doris McCartney acres are under pasture man- weather delays harvest, Cox 
/ NORTH ENGLISH - Any agement. explained. . 
\).. claim to recognition rests He has switched to conser- Farrowing six times. annual-
"-~ · lightly with John Cox, who vation tillage on the 140 acres ly, Cox is raising some 800 
~ next month will be cited by_ of corn and 20 acres of soy- market hogs a year. The far-
'\) the Iowa county soil conserva- beans. The crop was planted · rowing house is equipped with 

tion district as the best among with a no-till planter. a furnace for farrowing in the 
12 entratns in a new coopera- Cox installed a pit' silo ad- coldest weather. Otherwist· ~· 
tor contest. .. jacent to the road for easy the sows are farrowed in A- • 

~~ · Cox purchased a 4~0-acre 'access for filling a_nd time frame huts out on the pasture. 
'V farm near North English two saving when unloadmg. The Eventually he plans to con-

years ago in February. The silo measures 80 by 30 feet vert a now unused hay shed 
family had operated 600 acres with 8 foot sides. into a hog confinement build-
on the Washington-Keokuk This past summer he ing. 
county line. chopped one-third of his hay His wife, Barbara, helps out 

The move was a memorable when John needs an extra 
one for C.q..x, as they -marked tractor driver . Their oldest 
the first evening in their new son, Johnny, 10, raked hay, 

' home with a special ceremo- straw and hauled manure for 
ny. John the first time this summer. 

"I called my wife, Barbara, Occasionally the family ex-
and our four youngsters to- ·. Cox _{ changes help with a neighbor, 
get~er ~nd told them we were --'·. \,~ b, cf~ b~t that's about the only labor 
ded1catmg our farm and our .~~\~, :·':1~. ~: .. · , .,. .J:J ~ hired on the farm. 

~~~~~~to the Lord," John re- ;;~:~,;~:\~;·:~'~'l·;;:\\il~ · · ~~~'-" ~th:i~~dc;~h~~~~~:~e::;u!:~: 
, "We had a special prayer j1,:;:(:: \)t{ ·:/l:Vtfit,~ ~V? the community. A minister's 

together. I feel the Lord crop to cut down on labor wife brought them over a 
called me to be a farmer and costs. Last winter he fed only fresh loaf of home-baked 
with His help, I want to be the 1,000 bales of hay, relying in- bread the first day they 
best one that I can with my stead upon ensilage for cattle moved , and another neighbor 
energy and equipment., and commercial feed for a came by to visit. 

A c c o r d i n g to the Iowa balanced ration. Th f -1 t t d f · 
county soil conservation dis- Cox has a Charolais and a ith e ~~~ sFar e a~mg 
trict, 83 percent of the Cox H e r e f o r d bull which he Awd .a . t ' t' 1armersd $lom

500
e . . . . mtms ra wn oan an 

land meets conservatwn stan- ;crosses on hts 70 head Angus in savings which John had' ac-
dards. cow herd to produce growthy cum lat d f 1 Some 4.8 acres have es- crossbred calves. They feed a d Bu be as & armt emp oye 
~ bl ' h d t th t th 1 . n ar ara a secre ary. 
La 1s e wa erways, ano er ou e ca ves m a fenceline Even losing all their belong-
75 acres are farmed on the bunker he installed this year. ings in a fire a number of 
co~tour, some 90 acre~ are ; He has purchased a c~opper years ago has f!.Ot discouraged 
stnp cropped, and 10 acres in partne.rship with a frtend to the family, and neither has 
acres are t~rraced. avoid wait.ing ~or .a cust~m op- the problem of out-guessin 

Cox has mstall~d 5,000 feet erator to fill his silo. This wait the market. · g 
of tiling, and another 142 can be costly when bad ·r ------------

1:....·------

(ty{,rt/" J:.~t~l/sls I 
it-: t. or~ 
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. Teacher AHendi Educatio~>Wor"lhop 
• • j .... '~ 

Agnes Kovacs, third grade 
teacher of North English, at-

. tended the Iowa Conservation 
Education Council's Eastern 
Iowa Conservation Education 
Workshop at Camp Ewalu near 
Strawberry Point, Iowa, Octo­
ber 5-6, 1973. Some 140 teach­
ers gathered to exchange i~ 
fonnation about time-tested~ 
innovative activities and pr<>'i 
grams dealing with all aspects\ 
of environmental education • . 

Agnes Kovacs participated 
in two days of sessions that 
included field trips, projects, 
activities, mini-labs and small 
group discussions as well as 
providing outstanding speak-
ers. • 

Dr. George Knudson from 
Luther College started the 
workshop with a presentation 
of the problern.s of prese,rvation 

";.. 1 

of natural areas in Iowa. On 
Friday evening Dr. James 
O'Toole of Iowa State Unive~ 
sity presented the past, pre­
sent, and future of the energy 
crisis that faces all mankind. 

The Environmental Educa­
tion Consultant for the Depart­
ment of Public Instruction, Du­
ane Toomsen, closed the two­
day activity-packed meeting 
with his speech "Charge to Ac-·­
tion.'' 

The Iowa ConservationEdu­
cation Council, Inc. is the co- ­
ordinating body for conserva­
tion . education in Iowa • . · The 
Iowa · Conservation Education · 
Council, Inc. consists .of of-
ficial . representatives from 
Federal, State, County, and . 
private organizations co!P 
cerned with conservation in 
Iowa. 

DUANE R. MILLER 
New son CODServaUoalst 

New manager at soil 
disfricttakes over 

Duane R. Miijer is the new 
district conservationist at the 
Iowa County Soil Conservation 
district office in Williamsburg. 

Miller went to work at the 
county office last Monday 
replacing Richard Cordes, who 

· ' was transferred to a similar 
I position .in Newton. 

Miller moved here from 
Mason City, where he was a soil 

c.onservatioriist in the Cerro 
Gordo county soil conservation 
office. . 

He is a native of Ida Grove and I 

a '1970 graduate of Iowa State 
University in Ames. · · 

Miller and his wife, Mary Jo, .. 
have two young daughters: · 
Jennifer and Jill. The family 
moved to Williamsburg about twp · 
weeks ago. · 



rn.ado ·.rip rou ntySaturCJay 

Luke Collins farm received heavy damage to house _and barns 

HEAVY DAMAGE AT 'IBE VIRGIL MEYERS FARM 
Roof off house, bama deltroyed (picture taken Suaday) 

l 



The Iowa County Soil Conservation District is in the ' 
race for top honors· in the 27th annual Goodyear Con­
servation Awards Program, Fred White, Chairman of 
the Iowa County SCD Commissioners, announced. 

The district will be competing on the basis of its re­
cord of service to land users i'n the contest sponsored 
by The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company in coope­
ration with the National Association of Conservation 
Districts (NACO). An independent judging com.mittee 
will select the award-winning districts. 

~ Each first-place district will re·ceive expense-paid; 
, vacation-s~udy trips for its outstanding cooperator and 

a member of the governing board. Representatives <;>f " 
the top 53 districts 11ationally will be the tire compa­
ny's guests on the grand awards tour. Last year's win-

, ners went to Marco Island, Florida. 
The awards program also provides recognition of 

the outstanding -cooperator who will be selected by the 
district board from the 892 land users enrolled in I ow a 
District's program. · 

- ~ 

Members of the district governing board are: F reo 
, White, Parnell; Richard Mouchka, Marengo; Donald 
Eash, Parnell; Keith Enochson, Conroy; Vernon Sari~ 

· dersfeld, Homestead and David McCartney, North En-
. glish. · ' · ·- · · 

It takes about 200 years for nature to replace a ton 
of top-soil. Three billion tons of soil are deposited in I 
reservoirs and streams in the United States each year, 
with ah annual damage to reservoirs alone at 100 mil­
lion dollars. Two-thirds of Iowa's land needs some ty­
pe of conservation practice to protect it from ruinous 
erosion .. Sediment is Iowa's number one water pollut­
ant by volume. 

"These facts and many more point to one conclu­
sion - erosion and resulting sedimentation continue to · 
be serious environmental problems that must be sol­
ved," says Fred White, Chairman of the Iowa County 
Soil Conservation District. 

"Landowners have carried a major portion of the 
costs to keep soil on uplands so far, even with federal 
cost-sharing," according to Mr. White. He expects 
many to continue the work on their own, now that 
federal cost-sharing has been eliminated. 

"The Iowa County Soil Conservation District is still 
very active, ready· to serve landowners in conservation 
planning. The Soil Conservation Service technical assi­
istance will be available as it always has been for plan .. -
ning and laying out conservation practices. We hope 
there won't be a let-up in the amount of conservation 
work oeing done," White continued. · · 

White says, "Conservation farmers have done more 
than any other single group to protect our environ-. 
ment and they take pride in caring for their land." 

Farmers are helping others out by controlling soil 
erosiol') at the same time they help themselves. For 

. instance, conservation tillage reduces farmer costs at 
the same time it controls wind and water erosion. 
Ponds stop gullies, improve land values, provide water 
for livestock and enhance the environment. 

Terraces with tile outlets are a very good practice in 
Iowa County. They control soil erosioA under conti­
nuous row cropping and allow the waterways to be 
farmed since there is no longer any surface water. 

"We have always maintained that conservation pays. 
It's often a long-term investment, just as any major 
improvement on a farm is likely to be. But, then, 
that investment protects an asset that will be vitally 
important for a long time to come, too," White con- t 
eludes. · 

,. -, 
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Soil and Water Conservation Week 

Governor Robert D. Ray has declared October'7-14 
as Soil Conservation Week in Iowa. The governor sta­
ted that, "orderly development and wise use of Iowa 
land and water resources through soil and water con-

. \ servation ptograms are essential to sustain and enhance 
' both rural and urban standards of living, and to pro­
tect and improve the environment of this state for all 
citizens." 

What better time of the year to consider soil and 
water conservation? Soon the crops will be harvested 
and you farmers will be considering next years grow­
ing season. This is the time to consider til_lage systems. 

Tillage systems, especially minimum and mulch til­
lage systems, are becoming more popular. These sys­
tems can reduce soil compaction and improve aera­
tion, permeability, and tilth. They will reduce soil and 
water loss and deterioration of soil structure. But most 
important, they will reduce production costs by redu­
cing the number of trips req~ired to produce the crop. 

One simple and inexpensive method of implemen­
ting mulch tillage is not to plow soybean ground. It 
has been proven repeatedly in research that there are 
no significant advantages to plowing soybeans, dis­
cing or chisel plowing is sufficient. 

Minimum tillage may require a little extra manage­
ment-skill to control weeds and other problems but 
the benefits are definitely greater than the disadvan­
tages. 

terested than ev.er in conserv­
ing soil, water, and other na­
tural resources. · 

An SCS . survey shows that 
conservation tillage, the prac­
tice of'leaving plant residues 
on the soil surface for erosion 
control, increased by 90 per­
cent from a year ago. One­
fourth of the state's corn and 
soybean land wasplanted using 
disks, field cultivators, or 
some other machine to help 
protect the so~l, Moon report­
ed. Since conservation tillage 
requires fewer trips across a 
field, it also conserves energy. 

In 1973, 880 miles of ter­
races were built in Iowa. If 
all the ten7aces built in the state 
were laid end to end, they would 
stretch tO the west coast and 
back 18 times. About a thousand 
acres of trees were planted to 
help control erosion and give 
wildlife food and shelter; about 
700 ponds were built for the 
same purpose with added re­
c reational benefits. 

Soil survey field work has 
been completed in 44 Iowa 
counti~s, with surveys publish­
ed in 19 counties. Federal, 
state and local monies are 
pooled to make the Iowa·soil sur­
vey program one of the most 
successful in the nation. 

More than two thirds of 
Iowa's landowners are coop­
erating with Soil Conservation 

,~H ...... , ''"V "' "' n~--w r - r -p - I Districts to voluntarily im-

Soil and We~ter 
Conservation 
Progresses 

Interest in soil and water 
conservation in Iowa is as high 
as it has ever been, according 
to Wilson T. Moon, State Con­
servationist for the u. s. Soil 
Conservation Service in Iowa. 
M~on says conservation . pro­
gress figures and recent legis­
lative action both support the 
contention that Iowans, whether 
they be landowners or con-

. cerned citizens, .. are more in-

prove rural and urbanenviron­
ments. ·Most have a conserva­
tion plan they use as a guide in 
establishing conservation mea­
sures over the entire farm or 
tract of land. 

"Soil and Water Conserva­
tion Week, October 7-14, is a 
good time to review progress 
in conservation," Moon says. 
"I think the record is an en­
viable one. ·Yet,· there is much 
to be done - soil and water con­
servation is a never-ending 
task. With the current empha­
sis on food production, con­
servation measures will be 
needed more than ever be­
f~re." 
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Honor County Farmers For Con~8rY 
sion. Ten acres of pasture has · -· -­

REVIEW CONSERVATION PRACTICES- Win­
ner of the Iowa County soil conservation new co­
operator award. John Cox . rural North English. 
reviews an album of farming practice photos. 
with his wife. Barbara. 

WORK ON TERRACES- This work was completed on Russel Kinsinger' s 
farm southeast of Parnell late last fall.. Sixty acres have been terraced and 1 

there are si.x acres of gras$ed waterways. · , 1 

Iowa countv soil con- will advance to st~te competi- acres is cropland and 10 acres 1 

servation district com- tion . Russell Kinsinger . P ar- pasture . Of thi s 165 acres is 
missioners were honoring con- nell . long time cooperator. and adequately treated wi th ~on·­
servation contest winners at Mrs . Pamel a Wymore. servation practices and the 
their banquet Wednesdav . Willi a m sb ur g Commu nity balance is under a con-­
Oct . 10 . at Middle America.· school. chosen winner in con- servation plan for adequate 

Top awards go to John Cox. servation teacher division . treatiJlent in future year s ac-
North English. new coop- No winner was named this cording to Duane Miller. 
erator 1division who was also year in the owner-operator county conservationist. 
chosen regional winner and division because of limited Rotation on Kinsingers 

C9Xes Are Regional Winners 
By Doris McCartney · · 

number of candidates . Rules farm include corn. sovbeans 
say there can be no blood re- and meadow crops. Of acres 
lationship between owner- planted to row .crops . 79 acres 
operator. are farmed on contour a nd 30 

acres are eontour strip­

John Cox . operator o.f 400 lish. who this month earned bad weather delays harvest. Kinsinger ; long-tirne coop-
acr~s northwest of North.Eng- .the I_()\\' a county. soil conser- he explains. era tor , division I, has been 
- ~----·-·· - ·' t : vation'·new· ·coop·e·rat:or .award. ·:-~. - ·. -A.Jnajor.irnprovement ~ox ... cited . by the ~istrict . corn-

1 launched his ·career as a farm installed this· year was a pit si- missioners. Kinsinger . fa rrn 
employee. lo: rneasuri~g 80 by 30 feet includes 280 acres of land 

One of eight children . Cox With 8 foot sides. Ad.iacent to southeast of P arne ll . Farrn 
and a sisterwere'the onlv fam- the road. the pit has easy ac- operator is Dwi ght Slabaugh 
ilv members who did not seek ' cess for filling and is a tirne sa- ParneU. ' 
a· college degree ver in unloading. K' . . · This past summer he msmger farm mclu~es 261 

cropped. Stripcropping is al­
. ternating strips of close grown 

em d. row crops. 
· ··· sixtyaC.res cifcro·pfan.d have 
· b·een · terrace·d for mor·e 

intensified crop production 
methods. Also included in the 
cropland are six acres of 
grassed waterways for safe 
disposal of · excess runoff 
water without causing ero-"I have no regrets." Cox 

says. "I appreciate tJ:!e kind of 
life rnv wife. Barbara and our 
four kids have here. I am the 
h·appiest being a farmer." 

chopped one-third of his hav acres of fa rmland of whtch 251 
crop to pare labor costs also. ·-. - --------------------.,....---

With a $10.000 · Farmers 
Home-administration loan and 
$1.500 in savings earned by 
Cox as a farm hand and 
through his wife 's secretarial 
efforts. the couple had a mod-' 
est start . · 

Conserve Land 
1 • Moving here in Febru'(lry 

1971 from the Washington­
Keokuk line . . John began con­
servation practices that have 
earned him the new coopera­
tor citation this year . 

According to Iowa ·county 
soil eonservation district. 83 
pereent of the Cox land meets 
('onservation standards. 

In the past winter he fed onlv 
1.000 bales of hay. relying hi-
stead upon ensilage for cattle . 
with commercial feed for a 
balanced ration . · 

Raise Hogs 
Some 800 market hogs are 

annually produced by Cox .bY 
·farrowing in six · periods . 
While his farrowing house is 
furnace-equipped . he be­
lieve's that sows farrowing on 
pastures in ' A-frame huts is al­
so profitable. when weather 
oermits . I 

Future plans call for build- · 
ing a 3,000 foot long terrace on 
an angle. later this vear. as a 
conservation invesirnent.· Al- l· ·' 
.so he intends to convert an un- 1 

used hay shed into a hog con­
finement building. · 

been renovated for increased 
production and · rnore ef­
fective erosion control, Miller 
explained. 

Kinsinger has been trYing to 
encourage neighbors to in­
stall a mutual water im­
poundment str'ucture for 
erosion control using the road 
fill for a dam . He would also 
like to develop a recreation 
park for the commumunity. 

, Some 4.8 acres have been 
established in waterwavs . 

r another 7!l acres are farmed 
.___~-----------l on the contour. some 90 acres 

are strip-cropped and 10 acres 
are ·. terraced . Another 142 
acres are under pasture man­
agement . In addition . Cox has 
installed !i .OOO feet Of tiling . 

As for help . Cox relies upon ll 
his wife. Barbara. as a trac- · 
tor hand when he gets busy 
during planting and harvest- 1 ~ 
ing. Theiroldestson . Johnnv . ~~--------~~ -----~-----~------------~--------~-~--~ 
10. started his first tractor 

His 140 acres of corn and 20 
1· acres of sovbeans were 

planted with a no-till planter in 
the spring. He has purchased a 
chopper fn partnership with a 
friend to avoid waiting .for a 
custom operator to fill his si­
lo . Waiting can be costly when 

skills by raking hay and straw 
and hauling manure this sum-
mer. Their children also in- ·· 
elude: Julie . 13 . Jerry . 9. and 
Jimmy. 8. 

The Cox familv came here 
as total strangers . but have 

. since become active in com­
munitv activities . John serves 
as vice-president of Christian 
Farmers . a four-count v 
organization: active in church 

1 music . and is Simdav school 
superintendent of Communi­
tv Church . 
· Barbara is serving her third 

year here as a den .mother . i~ 
an assistant leader of Three 
Rivers 4.:H club: and is junior 
department Sunday s~hool 
leader . 
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DISCUSS OUTDOOR ACTIVITI~S -:- Conserva­
tion lessons and activities were highhg~ts for p~-

ils of Mrs. Dick (Pam) Wymor~. le.ft. In ~he Wil­
hamsburg Community school district last ye~r. 
Her efforts won her the county conservation 
teacher annual award Oct. 10. Katheryn Stewart. 
kindergarten teacher on same faculty. repre­
sented county at recent teachers' workshop at 
Strawberry Point in Backbone state park. _ 

. ASSUMES NEW DUITES- Visiting at the O~t. 10 
conservation awards banquet on future proJect_s 
are Fred White, Parnell, chairman of count~ Soil 
Conservation ·service board and Duan~ Miller, 
Williamsburg, who · assume~ ~ew d}ltiE~s. here 
Sept. 4. as county conservationist. Miller IS for-
merly of Mason City. 

FARMERS CITED- In recogn!iionof conserva­
tion programs. plaques were given to two Iowa 
county couples at awards b~nquet. Oct. 10 at Mid­
dle America restaurant. Williamsburg. Th~ John 
Coxes. left. rural North ~nglish. earne3 tK~ ~~:.. 
cooperator ·citation. while Russe tn. 
gers. right. rural Parnell, received the long-ttme 
cooperator award. 

IOWA COUNTY ADVERTISER Williamsburg, Iowa Thursday, October 11, 1973 

Steady Progress in Soil & Water Conservation in Iowa 

Interest in soil and water conservation in Iowa is as 
high as it has ever been, according to Wilson T. Moon, 
State Conservationist for the U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service in Iowa. Moon says ·conservation progress fi­
gures and recent legislative action both support the 
contention that Iowans, whether they be landowners 
or concerned citizens, are more interested than ever 
in conserving soil, water and other natural resources. 

An SCS survey shows that conserva~ion ti II age, the 
practice of leaving plant residues on the soil surface 
for erosion control, increased by 90% from a year ago. 
One-fourth of the state's corn and soybean land was 
planted u~ing disks, field cultivators, or some other 
machine to help protect the soil, Moon reported. Sin­
ce conservation tillage requires fewer trips across a 
field, it also conserves energy, he adds . 

In 1973, 880 miles of terraces were built in Iowa. 
If all the terraces built in the state were laid end to 
end, they would stretch to the west coast and back 18 
times. About a thousand acres of trees were planted to 
help control erosion and give wildlife food and shelter; 
about 700 ponds were built for the same purpose with 
added recreational benefits. 

Soil survey field work has been completed in 44 
Iowa counties, with surveys published in 19 counties. 
Federal, state and local monies are pooled to make 
the Iowa soil survey program one of the most success­
ful in the nation. 

More than two-thirds of Iowa's landowners are coop­
erati~g with Soil Conservation Districts to voluntarily 
improve rural and urban environments. Most have a 
conservation plan they use as a guide in establishing 
con~ervation measures over the entire farm or tract of 
land. 

"Soil and Water Conservation Week, Oct. 7-14, is a 
good time to review progress in co.nservation," Moon 
says. "I think the record is an enviable one. Yet, there 
is much to be done - soil and water conservation is a 
never-ending task. With the current emphasis on food 
production, conservation measures will be needed more 
thant ever before." 

The Iowa Legislature recently provided soil conser­
vation districts 1.5 million dollars annually for the next 
2 years to cost-share on permanent soil conservation 
measures. The cost-share rate is 50% with ·district coop­
erators who voluntarily apply soil conservation prac­
tices. Cost-sharing will also be· available to mee~ respon­
sibilities under the Soil Conservancy Act, passed by the 
L~gislature in 1971. 
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1Natural Resou_rce ~ 
_People_ Availab-le 

FIRST COST SHARE CHECK- Mrs . lJ .l-' . (Ma­
m ie) McCune receives a cost sha re check for dive rsion 
Utrrace construction from Mrs . Verne (Lennis) Doehr­
tn a'nn . secreta ry-treasurer Iowa count y soil conser:Va- I 

tion di strict. 

S:hare Cost-s On 
Conservation 
Iowa county soil conserva- practices and had a ll a lloca­

tion district paid its first cost- tions committed by Sept. 18. 
share check to Mrs. Mami e Practices approved for cost­
McCune. rural Pa rnell , for sha re were para llel terr~c~s . 
construction of a di version ter- diversion ter races and erosion race on her 260-acre farm . cont rol st ructures. 

Pv,rpose of a dive rsion te r~ Raymond Folkmann a lso re-
race is to protect bottom lands cei ved cost-sha re payment on 
from· rapid runoff of steeper an erosion control structure 
upl artds . In this case the up- built with the coopera tion of his 
lf\nd water was diverted into neighbor Milton Heitshusen. . 
one·· pf Mrs. McCune 's four Iowa county SCD wi ll again 1 

farm ponds. receive an $18,000 a llotment 
Iowa county SCD was a!- July. 1, 1974. At thi s time they 1 

lotted $18,000 under the Iowa will accept applica tions for , 
Soil Conservancy Act. Money permanent cons·e,rvation prac­
was to be utilized fo r cost-sha re tices . 
of permanent conservation c 

practices . 
In Iowa county , commis­

sioners accepted applications 
for permanent conservation 

· · · ·· · ·· · · · An open meeting for persons 
interested in renewable natur­
a l resources will be held in the 
Williamsburg ASCS offi ce J.an. 
29 from 9 a .m. to 3 p.m . 

Information wil( be avail-
. able from district conserva­
tionis t - U.S. Soil Conservation 
Service , the wildlife biologist 
and the distr ict forester- Iowa 
Conservation commission . 

P rinted materia}. and infor-
mation will be available fo r 
any person considering or con­
cerned about planting trees 
and shrubs for either forestry 
or wildli fe purposes. Tree or­
der form s from State Fore.st 
Nursery wi ll be avaUable. As­
sistance will be given in com-
pleting a nursery order form . 
Price fo r 1974 nursery stock is 
$20 - $25 per 1.000 plants . plus· 
shipping and tax . For-persons 
desiring la rge r nursery stock 
not availab1e from ·the state 
nursery. there will be private , 
nursery catalogs available .' 1

!, 

There will be slides on dis­
play with recomme.pdations 
for correct soil ·and' species 
selection. planting methods . 
layout and technique , weed 
and grass control recommen- I 
da tions. and suggestions for 
planting arrangements to 
benefit wildlife. 

Homeowners, farmers . pri­
vate nur~ery representatives . 
other landowners, or other 
agencies stich, as city or coun­
ty government representa­
tives are welcome. Personnel 
will discuss any aspect of.their 
conserva tion jobs: soil erosion 
and water control , wildlife 
habita t, hunting seasons and 
limits , city t ree replacement. 
Christmas tree or walnut 

;·· plantings , walnut value , in- · · 
sect and disease problems , or .. ~ · 
any other probfem which may 
occur. 

.:Z.Jt..U<J 

Looking around the countryside, it appears that 
most of the harvest is done for 1973. Most farmers 
can relax to a certain extent and be thankful for the 
excellent weather we've had this fall. Some are pro-

t .b.~bly thinking about next years growing season. The 
Se~:-of Agriculture has again requested increased 
production to take care of iricreased domestic and ' 

. foreign demand fo'r agricultural products. The AS 

. CS has not set aside programs for the next growing 
·season. • 

In this light, it appears that more and more land . 
, is being plowed for crop production. Much of this · 
I land is not suited for crop production and should 
never be plowed. Some of it can pr-oduce corn and 
soybeans but only with very intensive conservation 
management. 

Many farmers still remember the problems of the 
dust bowl days. We do not want this situation to 
occur again. Farmers must very carefully consider 

' areas to be put into additional production. They 
must ask themselves, "Is this land suited for pro-

: duction without the addition of soil conserving prac­
'u t ert"f not , \i\Jh·at practices are needed?':._tt there is 
some doubt, he should contact his local Soil Conser­
vation District Office for assistance in conservation 
planning and application. 

In Iowa County, we have much land that is suited 
to more intensive production with the addition of 
conservation practices. Contouring is one such prac­
tice which costs nothing to apply and can cut soil 
losses in half. Contour stripcropping is another me- · 
thod of halting soil erosion with very little cost to 
the landowner. This alternating strips of row crops 
and meadow crops can decrease soil loss by as much 

1 as 75%. · 
Steep slopes or very intensive row crop production 

requires more intensive and also more expensive con­
servation practices. This type of terrace can I cut soil 
losses to less than Y2 ton per acre per year. At the 
same time it will decrease flooding and sediment de~ 

I • .position in flatland areas below the terrace system. 
r These terraces will also help to improve the farming 

topography by having a benching~r leveling effect 
be,tween the terraces. 

One alternative erosion control practice which is 
becoming more and more popular is conservation 
tillage. In 1972, more than 25% of the corn and 
soybeans were planted by some type of conservation 
tillage, sometimes known as minimum or mulch till­
age. With the emphasis on production, conservation 
tillage is becoming more important than ever. This 

· practice is very effective in reducing wind and water 
1 erosion. It also has definite benefits of decreased 
production costs and energy savings which could 
be very critical in the next few years. 

One conservation tillage practice which is very 
easy to apply is the treatment of' soybean ground. 
Research has proven that there is no advantage to 
plowing soybean ground. Discing is all that i·s needed 
before planting of the next crop. Also consider the 
use of minimum tillage type planters in the produc- · 
tion of corn and soybeans to further reduce soil losses• 

Letls not forget the days of the 1930's when wind 
and water erosion were so severe that it drove many 

I people from the farm .. Remember that soil is not a'-fe­
newable resource. Consider conservation in planning 

· your cropping system for 1974. · · 

i • 

~· 



1974 Soil~ Conservation Speech 
\ 

Contest ·To Be Held 
"Land Use Policy -APa­

tern for Prosperity" will be the 
' \ topic for the 1974 Soil Conser­

vation Speech Contest to be 
sponsored locally by the Iowa 

~ County Soil Conservation pfs-­
. :6 trict. The contest ' is open to 
~ all . junior and senior high 

school students in the county. 
-~ .. This is the first year the co~ 

test has utilized the top~c 
1~ ''Land Use Policy - A Patern 
~. ·. for Prosperity." Approxi­

mately 300 Iowa youths parti­
cipated in the 1973 state-wide 
contest, which was won by Dan 
Pomeroy, Dedham, Iowa. · 

The regional · and state 
. levels of the contest are C(}o 

:; sponsored by the Ladies A~i­
'llary · 91· the IewaAssoc~ationof 
Soil Conservation Dlstrict 
Commissioners and the Gri~ 
nell Mutual Reinsurance Com­
pany, Grinnell, Iowa. 

The ·local cpntest will be 
held thefirstpartofMay. First, 
second, and third place wi~ 
ners of the loc

1
al contest will 

each receive a plaque and · 
$15, $10 and $5 respectively. 
Each additional participant 
will receive $2. 

The wimer or'the' local co~ 
test will advance to the regioil­
al competition which will be 
held in June or" July. Regional 
contest prizes will consist of 
$25, $15, ·and $10 for first, sec­
ond, and third placings re­
spectively. 

The state contest will · be 
held in September, 1974, at 
the Annual Conference for Soil 
Conservation District · Com­
missioners in Fort DOdge, 
Iowa. The first place wimer 
in the State Contest will re­
ceive a $25'0 college scholar­
ship and $100 cash. The sec­
ond and third place awards in 
the state contest will consist 

. of $75 and $50' in cash respec-
'tively,. . · 

AnY9~ne inteieste_d in enter­
ing ·.the 1974 Soil Conserva­
ti9n Speech Contestniay obtain 
contest information from the 

_ Iowa County Soil Conservation ' 
District offi<;e, or the nearest 
vocational ~riculture De­
partment. The sponsors e~ 
courage all youths, whether 
rural or urban, to enter this 

'· very educational andl reward­
ing contest. 

Land use is theme 
of soil contest 

~"Land Use Policy-A Patern for 
'Prosperity" will be the topic for 
the 1974 Soil Conservation Speech · 
Contest to be sponsored locally by 
the Iowa Comity Soil Conserva­
tion District. The ·contest is open 
to all junior and senior high 
sch~l students in the · county. 

This is the first year the contest 
has utilized the topic "Land Use 
Policy-A Patern for Prosperity." 
Approximately 300 Iowa youths 

_ __ _ J, 7- I -17 -7'-1.'-·-----'----~ 

Conservation 
' . 

meeting Jan. 29 
. . ' 

in WilliamSburg 
An open meeting for persons 

interested in our renewable nursery catalogs available. 
· natural resources will be held in There will be slides on display 
the Williamsburg ASC office with recommendations for cor­
TueSday Jan 29 from 9 a.m. to 3 rect soil and species selection, 
p.m. planting methods, layout and 

• technique, weed and grass 
Informa~ion. will be av~ila~le control recommendations, ·and 

from th~ district con:;ervatlo~st- .suggestions for planting ar­
U.S. S?il .cons~rva~on .Service, . rangements to benefit wildlife. 
~e ~dlife biologist and the Homeowners, farmers, private 
district fo~ester fro~ .the Iowa nursery representatives, other 
Con~rvation Co~ss10n. landowners, or other agencies 
. Prm~ mater1~l and informa- such as City or County Govern-. 

tion will hE: a':ailable for any ment representatives are most 
person cons.Idermg or concerned· welcome. The personnel in 
ab<J':lt. plantmg trees .and s~u~s attendance will be there to 
for either forestry or ~dlife discuss any aspect of their 
purposes. Tree order forms .from Conservation jobs: soil erosion 
the state forest nursery will be and water coQtrol, wildlife 
available. :... Assistance will be habitat, hunting seasons · and 
given in ~ompleting a nursery limits; city tree replacement, 
order form. Price for 1974 Christmas tree or walnut plant­
nursery stock is $20- $25 per 1,000 ings, walnut value, insect and 
plants, plus shipping and tax. For ·disease problems, or any other 
persons desiring larger nursery problem which may occur: 
stock not available from the State Conservation is our business­
Nursery, there will' be private make it yours. 

participated 1n the 1973. state­
wide contest, which was won by 
Dan Pomeroy, Dedham, Iowa . 

The regional and state levels of 
the contest are co-sponsored by 
the Ladies Auxiliary of the Iowa 
Association of Soil Conservation 
District Commissioners and the 
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance 
Company, Grinnell, Iowa. 

The local contest will be held 
the first part of May. First, 

. second, and third place winners 
of the local contest will each 
receive a plaque and $15, $10, and 
$5 respectively. Each additional 
·participant will receive $2. 

The winner of the local contest 
will advance to the regional 
competition which will be held in 
June or , July. Regional contest 
'prizes will consist of $25, $15, and 
$10 for first, second, and third 
placings respectively. 

The state contest will be held in 
September, 1974, at the Annual 
Conference for Soil Conservation 
District Conunissioners in Fort 
Dodge, Iowa. The first place 
winner in the State Contest will 

1 receive a $250 college scholarship 
and $100 ·cash. The second and 
third place awards in the state 
contest will consist of $75 and $50 
in cash respectively. 
~yone interested in entering 

the 1974 Soil Conservation Speech 
Contest may obtain contest 
infonn I ion from the Iowa 
Count) lloil Conservation District 
office, or the nearest Vocational 
Agriculture Departlilent. The 
sp()nsors encourage all youths, 
whether rural or urban, to enter 
this very educational and re­
warding co~test. 
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A record $791 million was paid out in social securi­
ty cash benefits to residents of Iowa in calendar year 
19'73, according to James Wood, social security dis­
t rict manager. This was an increase of $143 million 
over the tota l paid out in the year before. 

Legis lat ion enacted in Dec. provides for all percent 
increase in monthly benefits in 1974. The Bill allows. 
for 7% effective March and another 4% in June. Bene­
f its also wil l increase au tomatically in future years to 
keep them up-to-date w/increases in the cost of living. 

Of the social security benefits paid to beneficiaries 
in Iowa during 1973, $547 million went to retired 
workers arid t heir dependents and $182 m iII ion to. the 
survivors of workers who have died. Another $61 mil­
lion was paid to severely' disabled workers under 65 and 
their dependents. 

Nationally, social security cash benefit payments in 
1973 totaled $51 .4 billion. This was almost $10 bil­
lion higher than in t he previous year. An estimated 
$56.8 billi on in social security benefits is expected to 
be paid out in cash benefits in 1974, Wood said. 

At the end of Dec. 1973, about 29.8 mil lion men, 
women and children were receiving monthly social se­
curi ty benefits, near ly one out of every 7 Americans. 
The number of persons on the benefit rolls increased 
by over a million during t he course of the year, 
Wood said . 

Retired workers and their dependents account for 
about 63% of all t hose receiving payments. The sur­
vivors of workers wh o have died, including children 
and their widowed mot hers, aged or disabled widows 
and widowers, and aged dependent parents, make up 
close to % of all t hose receiving social security pay­
ments. Another 12% are disabled workers and their 
dependents. 

Although soc ial security is often mistakenly looked 
upon as a program for t he elderly, Wood said, almost 
24% of all beneficiaries are under age 60 and 15% are 
under age 22. 

I . 

74 TON PICKUP·s~· -"· (E~~~~i~·~t~~-~d.iti~~) s 1974 . o o---;_-~ . 

1969 GMC Yz TON PICKUP Auto,P.S.,P.B . $1774.00 

1966 FORD 1965 FORD 
V-8, automat ic 

6 cylinder 
with overdrive .... ... . $874.00 S77 4.00 

1966 CHEVROLET Yz TON - $474.00 

1973 PONTIAC 
Bonneville, 2 door ...•... "A Buy" ...... "Loaded" 

1973 PONTIAC 
'catalina, 4 door sedan 

II loaded" 

$3674.00 

1972 PONTIAC 
Catalina, 2 door hardtop 
one owner, low mileage 

$2674.00 

- MANY OTH ER MAKES AND MODELS -

L & D 
PONTIAC 

Sales and Service 

Marengo, I ow a Phone 642-3321 

! . ' ' 



. ' 

THE IOWA COUNTY 

Jlduetttisett 
303 Highland (Hiway 149) Williamsburg,lowa 52361 Phone (319) 668-1030 

MB.mie McCune receives cost-share check 
from Lennis Doehrmarm, Iowa County SCD 
Secretary-Treasurer, for a diversion 
terrace. 

COMPLETED CONSERVATION PRACTICES 

Conservation work has proceeded well 
in the Iowa County Soil Conservation 
District. That is, considering th~re 
is a shortage of just about every-

- t-ffing- includ4.ng drainage tile and 
conservation contractors. 

Several thousand feet . of diversion 
terraces have been installed by the 
following landowners; Mamie McCune, 
Lambert Elwood, Allyn Evans, Gene 
Cronbaugh, and Donald Dietrich. 

James McGrory, Raymond Folkmann, and 
James Cook installed erosion control 
structures on their own lands. Anton 
Huedephol, Donohue Bros., and Arnold 
Stutzma:..L also installed erosion con­
trol structures in cooperation with 
the county road department. 

Jack Driscoll and Allyn Evans in­
stalled farm ponds for erosion con­
trol and livestock water. 

Approximately 8000 feet of tile out­
let terraces were constructed this 
fall by Millen Sandersfeld, Ronald 
Mohr, and Gary Schafbuch. Gary Schaf­
buch's terraces were built in the 
Lake Iowa Watershed. Mr. Schafbuch 
constructed the terraces on his own 
with no cost-share assistance. 

The Iowa County Soil Conservation 
District wishes to commend these 
people on completion of their con­
servation practices. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 1974 

TREE PLANTING CLINIC 

An open meeting for persons inter­
ested in our renewable natural re­
sources will be held in the Williams­
burg ASCS office on January 29th 
·from 9:00 a. m. to 3:00 p. m. Infor­
mation will be available from the 
District Conserv~tionist - U .• s. Soil 
Conservation Service, the Wildlife 
Biologist and the District Forester 
- Iowa Conservation Commission. 

Printed material and information will 
be available for any · person consider­
ing trees and shrubs for either for­
estry or wildlife purposes. Tree 
order forms from . the State Forest 
Nursery will be available. Assist­
ance will be given completing a nur­
sery order form. Price for 1974 
nursery stock is $20 - $25 per 1000 
plants, plus shipping and tax. For 
persons desiring larger nursery stock 
not available from the State Nursery, 
there will be private nursery cata­
logs available. 

Homeowners, farmers, · private nursery 
representatives, other landowners or 
other agencies such as City or County 
Government representatives are most 
welcome. The personnel in attendance 
will be there to discuss any aspect 
of their Conservation jobs: soil 
erosion and water control, wildlife 
habitat, hunting seasons and limits, 
city tree replacement, Christmas tree 
or walnut plantings, walnut value, 
insect and disease problems, or any 
other problem which may occur. Con­
servation is our business -- make it 
yours. 
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John Erb's Farmstead Windbreak. A 
tree planting clinic will be held 
January 29, 1974 at the ASCS office. 

1974 SPEECH CONTEST 

"Land Use Policy--A Pattern for Pros­
perity" will be the topic for the 
1974 Soil Conservation Speech Contest 
to be sponsored locally by the Iowa 
County Soil Conservation District. 
The _non:te.st is open to all junior an · 

senior high school students in the 
county. 

The local contest will be held the 
first part of May. First, second, 
and third place winners of the local 
contest will each receive a plaque 
and $15, $10, and $5 respectively. 
Each additional participant '\'Till re­
ceive $2. 

The winner of the local contest will 
advance to the regional competition 
which will be held in June or July. 
Regional contest prizes will consist 
of $25, $15, and $10 for first, seG­
ond, and third placings respectively. 

The state contest will be held in 
September, 1974, at the Annual Con­
ference for Soil Conservation Dist­
rict Commissioners in Fort Dodge, 
Iowa. The first place winner in the 
state contest will receive a $250 
college scholarship and $100 cash. 
The second and third place awards in 
the state contest will consist of 
$75 and $50 in cash respectively. 

Anyone interested in entering the 
1974 Soil Conservation Speech Contest 
may obtain contest information from 
the Iowa Gounty Soil Conservation 
District office, or the nearest vo­
cational 'Agriculture Department. The 
sponsors encourage all youths, whether 
rural or urban, to enter this very ed­
ucational and rewarding contest. 
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PRUNING BROAD LEAFED -TREES 

There are different reasons for pruning trees du­
ring different months of ttle year. Maples and birch­
es tend to bleed profusely, so· are mos~ frequently 
pruned in the summer when sap is moving more 
slowly. Summer pruning may also be popular be­
cause it is di-fficult to visualize pruned form when 
cutting is done during the lea11ess winter se-ason. 
Evergreens should be pruned (sheared) in May and 
June. August pruning can reduce crown water loss· 
during periods of drought; it can also be used if a 
"dwarf" tree is desired. Fall pruning is common 
when trees are transplanted. This is done to equal­
ize the crown area with the root area which was re-
duced during transplant digging. . 

Tree leaves proquce the food necessary for trunk 
and stem growth throughout the year. Fall leaf-drop 
means that the tree must grow, survive, and begin 

-. new spring growth by using food produced last year 
and stored in the stem, trunk and roots. Removal of 
brc;~nches early · in the dormant season reduces the 
arr1o,unt of stem food storage area. Delaying pruning 
until: late winter or early spring allows the plant to 
take full advantage of being followed by rapid spring 

· growth which will heal the wound. 

remove insect or -disease infested branches,_ to remove ~ 
weak limbs or "V" crotches, or for safety reasons: 
Generally, trees should be pruned to maintain ~he1r 
natural pruning technique which can vary consider­
ably. Contrary to common belief, side pruning -~ill 

. not appreciably increase height growth. When s1de 
branches and leaves are needed for active, healthy 
growth. Unless removing diseased .or crooked bran­
ches the side stems should not be rem9ved before 
they' are about 1% inches in dia~eter. Removal o:f 
limbs over 3 i·nches in diameter can lead to excep­
tional slow healing. If small branches are excessively 
long, crooked, or "out-of-place," it may be better to 
cut them back without complete removal. Then cut 
them off when they reach the 1% inch size. 

When cutting, it is important to rna~~ cuts flush 
with the main trunk. Leave no protrudmg stubs. If 
cutting one :side of a ,;V" crotch, make your cut at 
a 45 degree 'angl·e. When cutting large limbs, make an 
initial cut on· the under side of the branch, and cut 
the limb off outside the undercut. This will prevent ' 
bark peeling and ripping into the trunk. Finish the 
cut by removing the stub flush to the 'trunk. . . 

A pruning cut 1% inches in di~meter or less ~Ill 
seldom need wound dressing (pamt). Wounds th1s 
small should heal naturally long before wood rot be­
gins. For wounds larger than· 1% inches, treat the 
wound with any available paint, creosote, or com­
mercial wound dressing. It is true that lead base 
paints or creosote can be toxic to healing tissues. 
They may reduce the rate of healing slightly, but . 
will in no way "pbison" or kill the tree. The bene~ 
fits -bf such a treatment would far exceed the detra­~M~c~~~k~~~v~h~~~A,~~~~~~~D~~J~- ~~~-~~~·~~~z1t~~~~~~~~~~ment~ effecb.Woundlshould be rep~inted oncea 

Pruning year until completely healed. 

There are many reasons to prune. Black walnut 
should be pruned to .alter a lim by, low value lum­
ber tree into the high quality, high priced veneer 
tree. Evergreens are pruned (sheared) for Christmas 
trees or ornamental plants. · Trees are also pruned to 
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Conserv.ation 
Pradices 

Land is Iowa's most pre­
cious resource. Most Jowal~ 
ia both accessible and produc­
·ttve. we have about one fourth 
.of. the natiQns prime agricul­
tural land. But we're loosing 
Ws most valuable resource at 
~.qe • 1.!~ labms 111r 
I acre ·~r year. Once that thir• · 
I teen tons ls gone, we'll never 
see it again. Right along witb the 

1 soli goes the fertilizer, ineee-
1 ticldes, and herbicides· which 

will never benefit the glQWth 
of our crops. 

In Iowa ·County we have 

1

295,000 acres of this resource 
in cropland. About 38 per c~m 
ls adequately treated with coo­

l servation measures. Some\>flt 
l is . not even suited to produ~n 
. of row cropa. 1nlt?4 we-have 

been ·challenged to produce 
more to meet increased world 
demand. It is estimated that._ . 
lldditional 12,000 acresofinva 
·sou losses to nearly zero ,80!1 
open the door for more Inten­
sive row cropping. Minimum 
tUlege has great ROtential . for 
ccmtrollag · erosion and c~ 
drastically reduce productlbn 
costs. 

we bave the technology to 
produce more. We also have 
the knowl~ to protect the 
soil while we're produelng. 
Develop and apply a conser- · 

. vaUon plan for new acres go~ 
Into production andforexisting 
cropland nee~ treatmert. 

· ~ The Soli conservation Service 
· office ln Willi•sburg is ready 

and willing to assist ln the • 
velopment and awllcation of 
conservation PliDS. Consider 
the soU flrat! 

}II.IPU'IS •paAruddv pue pea.x because this. is more nearly the 
e.teM. 8upaaiu lS8l &ql JO saln ~--------~------- center of the county. Marengoans ---------__.oii~------------L-~~--~...__________ oUJW eu ·wwy.AoH qtaa SJ lUap have pointed to their status as the 

-Jsa.td e4.1 ·suona.xoaap d-eos county seat and that !he federal 
epaw e,M ·ssQlsoq suM. 8uo1: offices should be located near.the 
AlJlB)f · ·s8uo1: aEYJ re · pyaq su~ courthouse ·for better effective-
H-t SuJsno:J h.Iluno3 aq.t ness. . 
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Plans ar_e now }?eing made ~Y 
the heads of the USDA agencies 
in the state for the establishment 
of the one-stop agricultural 
service centers. -

Heads of the agencies involv~ 
in· Iowa, with offices located m 
Des . Moines a:re Dale Awtry' 
Agricultural Stabilization . and 

·conservation (ASCS), Wilson 
Moon Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) Robert Pim, Farmers 
Home'Administration (FHA) and 
Leroy Miller,. Federal Crop 
Insurance Cilrporation (FCIC). 

The service centers will house 
all agencies, have a common 
entrance and integrated use of 
office machines and equipment to 

·the extent feasible. 



to prune. Black walnut should 
, be pruned to alter a limby, low 
value lumber tree into the high 
quality, h!gh priced veneer 
tree. Evergreens are pruned 
(sheared) for Christmas trees 
or ornamental plants. Trees 
are also pruned to remove i~ 
sect or disease infested branch­
~s, · to remove weak limbs or 
" V'' crotches, or for safety 
re-ssons. ~Yerally, trees 
should be pruned to maintain 
their natural shape. 

Pruning technique can vary 
considerably. Contrary to com­
mon belief, side pruning will 
not appreciably increase height 
growth. When side branches 
are removed too early, stem 
diameter growth is reduced. 
The branches and leaves are 
needed for active, healthy 
growth. Unless removing di-
seased or crooked branches, 
the sides stems should not be 
removed before they are about 
1% inc~es in diameter. Re­
moval of limbs over three in­
ches in diameter can lead to 
exceptional slow healing. If 
small branches are excessive­
ly long, crooked, or "out-of­
Pll\,ce", it may be bette.r to cut 
them back without complete 
removal. Then cut them off 
when they reach the t% inch 
size. 

When cutting, it is import­
ant to make cuts flush with the 
main trunk. Leave no protrud­
ing stubs. If· cutting one side of 
a "V" crotch, ·make your cut 
at a 45 degree angle. When 
cutting large limbs, make an in­
itial cut on the under side oft~ 
branch, and cut the limb off 
outside the undercut. This will 
prevent bark peeling. and rip. 
ping into the trunk. Finish the 
cut by removing the stub flush 
to the trunk. 

A pruning cut l lf2 inches 
in diameter or less will sel-
dom need wound dressing 
(paint). Wounds this small 
shbuld heal naturally long be­
fo'te wood rot begins. For 
wounds larger than flf2 inches, 

-:=--'---~---------t-t·J$tt tha.wound with any avail-Pruning ablk paint, creosote, or . C()Jlk 

! me'rcial wound dressing It is 

B dl f d true that lead base paints or roa ea e creosote can be toxic to heal-
ing tissues. They may re_duce 

Trees the rate of healing slightly, but 
will in no way "poison" or kill 

· There are different rea- the tree. The benefits of such a 
sons for pruning trees during treatment would Iar exc'eedthe 
different months of the year. detrame~tal effects. · .Wounds 
¥ aples and birches '- te.Jld. .to ~ should be re~ainted once ayear 
bleed profusely, r so are most · ~ntwcqm,P.ietely ~~~· 
frequently pruned in the sum­
mer when sap is moving more 
slowly. Summer pruning may · 
also be popularbecauseitisdif-
ficult to visualize pruned form 
when cutting is done durin& the 
leafless winter season. Ever-
greens should be pruned 
(sheared) in May and June. Au .. 
gust . pruning can reduce crown 
water loss during periods of 
drought; it can also be used if 
a "dwarf" tree is desired. Fall 
pruning is common when trees 
are transplanted. This is done 
to equalize the crown .area 
with the root area which was 
reduced during trattsplant dig-
ging. 

Tree leaves produce the food 
necessary for trunk and stem 
growth throughout the year. Fall 
leaf-drop means. that the tree 
must grow, survive, and begin 
new-spring growth by using food 
produced last year and stored 

, in the stem, trunk and roots. 
1 Removal of branches early in 

the dormat season reduces the 
amount of stem ·rood storage ar­
ea. Delaying pruning until late 
winter or early spring allows 
the plant to take full advantage 
of' being followed by rapid 
spring growth which will heal 
the wound. • 

There are many reasons 
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to keep county.ag-center 

Iowa county farmers and 
citizens are being urged to sign 
petitions and to write letters to 
legislators and Congressmen in 
an effort to keep an agricultural 
service center jn the county. 

A r.,1eetu1g was held at the 
Williamsburg city hall Thursday 
evening with about 100 farmers 
from around the county attend­
ing. Various civic and business 
leaders spoke of the urgency of 
lobbying both state and federal 
officials on the question of one ag 
center for each county in Iowa. 

The Iowa county ASC commit­
tee and the soil conservation 
commissions are both circulating 
petitions which can be signed. 

These· are in Williamsburg- and 
Mareitgo businesses and also are 
. being circulated door to door. 

Serious danger 
Lambert Elwood, chairman of 

the ASC committee, opened the 
program by reporting that there 
is a very serious danger that four 
dr more counties may be 
combined for the U.S. Depart- . 
ment of Agriculture service 
center. I;Je said this might mean 
Iowa county farmers would have · 
to go to Cedar Rapids to obtain \ 
ASC, soil conservation or Farm­
ers Home Administration ser­
vices. 

"The question is not whether 
we will have an office in Marengo 
or Williamsburg," Elwo~ ~id. 
"It is whether we will ha~e an 
office in Iowa county at all. 

"The thing we know is that if 
we ever lose our office, we will 
never get it back." 

The original proposal from the 
USDA was to combine four 
agriculture agencies into one 
office in each county. This is the 
ASC, the soil conservation, the 
FHA and the federal CROP 
insurance office (there is no 
CROP office in the county now) 
into one service center with a 
common telephone, receptionist 
and executive director. 

!-------------. The services would remain 
much as they are now. 

Combine counties 
However, Elwood said that 

after · this original proposal 
surfaced in Nov~mber, suddenly 
USDA bureaucrats were propos-
ing to combine several counties 
into one office. He said this 
suggestion origin~ted in Texas, 
where the agricultural population 
is much thinner in most counties. 

He said he and other USDA 
committee members 'attended a 
rneetmg in Des Moines on the 
subject last week, and "we didn't 
find -a person there who was in 
favor of it. The fact is that no one 
on the county level had been 

Both Williamsburg bankers 
also strongly urged county 
farmers and other citizens to sign 
the petitions. 

HaHaday 
Roy Larson,. president of the 

Farmers · Trust and Savings 
bank, ~ ~id he believes there · 

should be a · requirement in 
creating the ag centers that a 
farmer wouldn't have to spend 
more than half a day total in 
drJ~ to the center, tending to 
)lis. business and then .(ki.ving 

' .... • cUi4 

Ag center 
sought 
t·or county 

Continued from Page 1 
horne. 

Robert J. Coulter, president of 
the Security Savings bank, said · 
the creaters of the rnulti-coWity 
consolidation idea apparently 
have short memories. 

''A year and a half ago corn 
was $1.37 and beans were $3," he 
noted. · 

"It is important to have a 
center in each county," Coulter 
continued. "We need ASCS. We 
need, SCS and we are tied to 
FHA." . 

Elwood said the ASC's petitions 
can be mailed back to the . 
committee at general delivery in 
Williamsburg. The soil conserva­
tion commissions petitions are in 
business and will be picked up by 
the commissioners. The soil 
conservation petitions are de­
signed mainly to be signed by 
citizens, while the ASC's are 
directed mainly at farmers. 
Farmers can sign both. 

asked about it." L------------------' 
---------~. Fred White, chairman of the 

Iowa county conservation dis-
trict, Said his agency is in favor of 
the combined c~nter, but also will 
insist that there be at least one 
center per county. . 

"But we believe that if you 
have to drive to Cedar Rapids or 

· Iowa ·City there won't be much 
soil conservation done in Iowa 
county," White said. "We know 
that there is -only 35 to 40 percent 
of the soil conservatior& work 
done now that needs to be done." 
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Soi I eros• on 
observer that there has· been exten~ive 
dama.ge on far too many farms. ~~ecwus 
topsoil has been waSihed down Into .low 

It doesn't happen often in Iow·a coun­
ty, but every ttme.there is a he~vy down­
pour sueh -as occurred two week~ a~o, 
it is emphati~ally proved ~ow lmpo:­
tant soil conservatil()n pracbces . are In 
Io·wa county. 

Farms on ~'hich there were ~ass 
waterways, contouring . ~nd terracing 
c.ame through with a mLnimum of da·m­
age .. But it is quite - evid~nt to the casual 

spots. · . . . 
1 It is true that soil conservabon In owa 

county has been g~<>in·g on. for years-­
and more farms are be!ng added . ev~ry 
ye·ar. But in the meantime thos~ w~reh 
are not so ·protected are suffenng trre-

_tri.evable 1088. 

,Iowa County SCD Speech & Art Cohtest 
Just a re~ inder of the Iowa County Soil Conserva­

tion District Speech and Art.Contest. 
The .Speech Contest will be heJd .May 10, 1974 at 

· 7:30P.M. in the Williamsburg City Hall. We are -re-

I
-questing that all speech contestants notify the Iowa 
County Soil Conservation Service office, 409 Court 
St. phone 668-2359, by Tuesday, April 30, 1974. 

The topic for the speech contest wi II be "Land 
Use-A Pattern For Prosperity." Information· on this 
topic can be obtained at the local Soil Conservation 
Service office. The contest is open to all junior high 
and senior high students in Iowa County. First, se­
cond and third place winners of the local contest will 
each: receive a plaque and $15, $10, and $5 respecti­
vely . Each additional eontestant will receive $2. The 
winner of the local contest will advance to regional · 
competition. 

In the Art Contest there are two divisions, ·Eiemen~ 
ta ry, grades K thru 8, and Senior, grades 9 thru 12. 
Contestants interested in entering should do so thru 
their local school. Each school will judge the pictures 
entered from their school and pick the three best ' 
pictures in each division. These will then be turned 
in to the Soil Conservation Servic.e office at 409 
Court St., Williamsburg, Iowa by Tuesday, April 30. 
These pictures will 'then be judged prior to May 10 
to pick the top three pictures from each division. 
The winning pictures will be displayed May 10 at 
the Speech Contest. Winners will be notified and· 
asked to be present May 10 to accept their awards. 

Awards for the Art Contest will be : Senior Divi ­
sion - Plaque and 520, first; S 15, second and S 10 
third. Elementary. Division- Plaque and 57 .50, 
first, $5, second and 53, third. 

If there are any questions on either of these con­
tests feel free to contact the Soil Conservatior;1 Service 
office, 409 Cowrt St. , Williamsburg, 668-2359. 

U- w· . u soil. conservatioMsts and rges ISe se others across the nation pre- · · 
-· pared to observe Soil Steward-

of Resources. ship week, May 19-26. · -
" We have more at stake in 

I Iowa landowners have c6tne Iowa than mapy other states," 
a long way in protecting their Moon said. " We have more 
l<md in the past 35 years. but acres of cropland than 18 other 
thl'rl' ·s s till a great amount of states combined , and our fer­
soil consen·ation work that tile land produces nearly a 
nl'eds to bl' done ·rl<·cording to tenth of the nation's food 
Wilson Moon . state conserva- supply." 
tionist forl lSDASoilConserva- Moon is concerned about . 
tion SerYil'l' . , · some steep land plowed up by 

" Mort.• tlwn 100.000 farmers farmers in their attempt at all-
1 and other landowners are_out production . "As we pro­

(·oopcrating w!th th.cir_loeal duce more .. ~ealsonee? tor.ro­
soil eonsl' rvat wn dist net to teet more. Moon satd. On 
protl't't their land from wi~d pastures plowed for rowcrops. 
and water crosi on." Moon sat d. soil loss on steeper slopes could 
"Yet. only about hall' of our be as high as 20 'tons per acre 
erophlnd is adl'(}Uate_ly trea~- this year. f\cceptable losses 

l ed again~t s<~il erosion . SOil are t~~·ee to ft;re ton per acre a 
-· <.·onscrvatiQB IS a nevl'r-end- year. 

1 ing job... Moon urged landowners to 
Moon 's comments eanw c.is contact local soil conservation 

.. · - district for technical and finan-
eiarhelp in planning and apply­
ing soil conservation · prac­
tices. 



- ~: O;~~;io~~~j'~hair~ ~-· Po~~~b~;· Singer sewing ~~: 

! 
Bell & Howel 8 mm , machine + 

movi~ Gamera and Add ing machine I 
projector . Typewriter; H.D. vacuum 

Hoover vacuum Anniversary clock 
: Luggage ~ Roaster oven Mirro rs; 15 crystal plates · 

i 
Glass luncheon set Crystal sherbets & goblets 
Pots; pans; toasters Elec. coffee pots + 
Elec. skillet; Mixers . . Radios ; Decoys + 

: Some tools and an 0 gauge Lionel train with t rack. ·i· 
+ 101 ot her items found at a closing out sale 

• •• : · .Antique~ : 

+ Walnu t furnitu re Corner what-not + 
+ Platform rocker Wash stand; pie safe : 
: Small secret~ry top Mant~l c lock . · + 
+ 6 Map le cha1 rs Occasional cha1 r + 
t Clock shelves Rockers ; w ine press + 
t 3 Tr~nks; Pressed glass Depression glass ' t 
·+ Plates; 12 HPplates Old silver mugs, pitchers + 
+ Cloisonne vase Kerosine lamps and + 
+ Salt & peppers; School night lamps i 
: bells; cherry pi tter · HP sugar bowl; HP cups 
+ Rocking horse and saucers. .. 
t Apothecary bottles Old & very old fruit jars t 
+ Vaseline t umbler Salters; lante rns + 
+Was~ boards; pictu re . Buttons; 'c rocks; stereo-. : 
: frames graph ; p ictures + 
+ Old books - 1820 on etc. + 

' . 
t Mrs. Emma H. Kraus Estate : i Mrs. Wayne Stake, Executor : 

+ Terms: Cash or any arrangement you can make · : 
: with your banker. This sale, will be _sold _under · the + 
+ number system . We are not responsible 1n case of t 
t acciden t or theft. + 
+ Auctioneers · · Clerk + • . - . i ' + Hartz , Hol tz & Nola r. Iowa County Bank ............................... 
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Barns and Outbuildings 
Quality work with 

Reasonable Rates 

Call 319-655-7452 
· Millersburg . 

WANTED 

Old Newspapers. Bring 
to Dennis Sandersfeld 1

S 

barn. P'aper picked up 
in Williamsburg each 
3rd.Sunday afternoon 
beginning at 1 p.m. 
(rain date -4th Sunday). 
Have papers at curb in 
bundle~;. 

Sponso1red by: St. Pau I 
Luther;an Church Christ­
ian Service Committee. 

V[} .;J·?'f-"7J((;y "".li:J~!.I ().'d 

• \ 

1.1 I' A y) . 

TO fi,GURE FEED COST 

I am now the sales representative for Moorman's 
Feeds in Iowa, Hilton arid York Townships and wil l 
welcome the opportunity to figu re with you on 
your feed needs. For good resul t s and low b roduc­
tion cost, see ... .. 

GERALD H. HUDEPOHL 
Phone 662-2282 Conroy, Iowa 

I 

Remember 
Only the rich can afford a cheap feed 

~...., (J 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -~ 

HANSEN 
' :·::-:-:•.·.·.· . .CibJ" 

c:ONSTRUCTION CO. 
. ' 

647-3722 Victor, Iowa 647-3278 

DRIVEWAYS- PATIOS- FEED FLOORS- BASEMENT FLOORS- FOOTINGS 
WALLS-TO 5' HIGH - GARAGE FLOORS- SIDEWALKS - STEPS 

Call for Free Estimates - Dick Hansen, Ow.ner ~-~~~~-~ 
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LEFT: Farmers and ranchers throughout 
the country will decide soon how much 
more land they will put into crop pro­
duction. In 1973, corn was the leading 
crop planted, occupying 75% million 
acres. ' 

.RIGHT . I 

MINIMUM TILLAGE is rapidly gammg 
popularity over conventional tillage me­
thods throughout the country. This me­
thod of planting reduces soil loss 40 to 
90 percent, conserves time and .labor, 
reduces gasoline and diesel fuel bills 
by 50 percent and more, an important 
factor during the energy crisis. 

BULK RATE 
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FARMERS AND RANCHERS can receive technical help in pro­
tecting the land from the Iowa County Soil Conservation Disvict. 
Conservation plans are based on a scientific soil ~urvey that show 
the land's drainage patterns, erosion hazards, the suitability of the 
soils fo r d ifferent crops, and conservation practices necessary to 
protect the land . 

TERRACE CONSTRUCTION is necessary on some farm and ranch land to slow down water runoff and pre­
vent costly soil losses. On the Iowa farm above, there are 14 miles of grass ba.ckslope terraces. After an un­
precedented 21 inches of rain in a single month, the farmer said soil lo~s was less than one inch. 

Phone 668-2359. 
Williamsburg 



WINS SOIL CONSERVAT-ION CONTEST- Speech winners in the annual soil con­
servation regional speech contest July 24 at Seven Villages , Amana , were left to , 
right John Becker, Watkins, Benton county; Jeff Schlichting , Muscatine, second 
place; and Dean Dickel, Marengo, third place. Becker will advance to state com­
petition in September at Fort Dodge. 

_Speech Awards Earned By 
Benton; Iowa FFA Youth 
John Becker, 17, Watkins, 

was named winner of the 
Region 7 Soil Conservation 
speech contest July 24 at Hqli­
day Inn, Amana. John repre­
sented Benton County Soil Con­
servation District in the com­
petition and received a certifi­
cate and.a check for $25 as first 
place awards. He is son of the 
Harold Beckers. 

Jeff Schlichting, Muscatine, 
16, son of the James Schlicb­
tings, received second place 
honors, including a $15 .check 
and a certific.ate. 

Third place honors went to­
Dean Dickel, Marengo, son of 

the Willard Dickels. He was an 
Iowa county Soil Conservation 
District representative andre­
ceived a certificate and a $10 
check. 

Becker will advance to state 
contest at Fort Dodge Sept. 8. 
State event will be held in con­
junction with annual confer­
ence for Iowa Association of 
Soil Conservation District 
Commissioners. Top prize will 
be a $150 college scholarship 
and $100 in cash. 

Co-sponsors of speech con­
test are Grinnell Mutual Rein­
surance ~ompany, Grinnell, 
and Ladies Auxiliary of Iowa 

Association of Soil Conserva­
tion District Commissioners . 

OtheF contestants were Dana 
Echelbarger, Clinton; Gene 
.Edelen, Grinnell; Linda Jen­
·nings, Columbus Junction; 
Loren Logan, Kalona; Tony 
McKinley, Walker; and Doug-
las Mottet, Brighton. · 

Jim Hawkins, Lee county, 
was keynote speaker to mem­
bers of region soil district com­
missioners. Darrell Brown, 
West Branch, was named top 
soil district commissioner 
from group. Duane Sh~lla , 
Washington county, was elect­
ed president of the nine county 
group. 

Mrs. Harold Higgins, Tama, 
president of women's au·xil­
iary, presided -

lOW A TEACHERS 
-CONSERVATION CAMP 

The Iowa County Soil Con­
servation District is sponsoring 
teachers for the 1974 Iowa 
Teachers Conservation Camp. 
The district is providing $100 
in -scholarships to be divided 
equally between the teachers 
att'ending. 

The camp deals with Iowa 
conservation problems. 
Teachers will learn about . 
.. 1 . 
natu~a resources, conservation 

. and environmental manage­
ment. They will receive prac­
tical field experrence and 
work with local resources. 
Teachers are encouraged to 
develop programs in their own 
schools. 

There will be a camp 
· held July 8-26 at Ottumwa. 

The course gives you three ·. 
hours of university credit in 
three weeks. Classes a-re held 
from 8:30 to 5 p.m. Monday 

. through Friday. 
Undergraduate tuition is 

$102 and graduate tuition is 
$105. Books and supplies 
may be $5 to $2 0. Living 
accommodations and meals . 
will be av.ailable at reasonable 
co~t for those IE eding them. 

Teachers in Iowa county are 
eligible for the scholarship 
and are encouraged to make 
use of them as soon as possible. , 

For information and applica­
tion forms contact the low a 
County SCDil Conservation 
District, P. 0. Box 210, 409 
Court Street, . Williamsburg, 
Iowa. Phone 668-2359. 

SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION WEEK 
SEPTEMBER 8 - 15· 

Governor Ray has declared 
Sept. 8-15 as Soil and Water 
Conservation Week in Iowa. 
This is a time for all of us to 
reflect on the status of soil and 
water conservation in Iowa 
county. 

Some would say that we have 
1 slipped backwards because of 

the administration request for 
. all out production. Some 
fields are being plowed up 

j 
that should not be plowed. 
Some areas are being farmed 

1 too intensively for the soil 
!-conditions. Perha,ps we have 

slipped backwards slightly. but 
If we hav~ now is the time to 
take hold and reverse this 
trend. 

This year has taught many 
of us a lesson that some of 
our lands cannot be farmed 
intensively without proper 
soil and water conseiVation. 
Contouring, stripcropping, 
and terracing are required to 
farm the sloping land as in­
tensively as we do. In some 
cases permanent meadow is the 
only answer to control erosion. 
Many people complain about 

! "poirit rows" and "its harder to 

I farm on the contour", and may­
be it is but if we want to have . 
good productive soil in the 
future we must conserve it 
now. Besides soil and water 
conservation doesn't cost, it 
pays through fertilizer, herbi­
cides, and seed savings plus 
more productive soil. 

The farmers a re not the 
only one; that need to be con­
cerned. City people have their 
erosion problems too. Have .. 
you ever seen a construction 
sight where there was not a 
large area of soil laid bare to 
erosion. We have city 
pl~mning problems and 
waste disposal problems. 
The list of urban soil and 
water problems is every bit 
as long as the rural problems. 

The problems belong to all 
of us. It is up to each one of 
us as individuals to consider 
these problems during Soil 
and Water Conservation Week 

. and to do something about it 
throughout the year. 

For information on Soil and 
Water Conservation contact 
the Iowa County Soil Conser­
vation District, 409 Court 
Street, Williamsburg. Iowa. 



Winners were named Friday eveDIDg Ia botb tbe art aDd apeeeb coateltl 1poa10red by tbe ! 

Iowa County SoU Conservation Dilvtct. Wt.en In tile are ~t were, tr.i row, t-R: 
Darrell Schwarting aDd Lois ScbleueJmaa, boll of tile W~ ldlooll, ud Becky 
Witte of Lutheran Interparisb School. Tiley were In tile elemeldary dlvtlba. Wbalen ID tbe 
high school division, back row, were Debbie Van Hamme of HLV, Kim Armstrong and 
Debbie Muhlenbruck, both of Willlamlbarg~ SoD COIIIervaUoa COIIlllduioDer Keith 
Enochson presents the first place awatd to Dean Dickel of Iowa Valley Ia tbe speech 
contest. Second place was RancJy Jones, center, aDd tldrd went to Dwtgbt Maas. Both these 
boys were from WUUamsburg. The contest was co-epouored by tbe Patrons Mutual 
IDsuraQCe Alan. 

MARY WELSH 

Workshop . 
Held Today 
At Lake Iowa 

Wildlife conservation is the 
lopic of a teachers' workshop 
being held today, Thursday, at 
Lake Iowa in sol\lhern Iowa 
county. 
·Mary Welsh, elementary 

principal of Williamsburg 
school district, is chairman of 
afternoon session. Sixth grade 
teachers from all county school 
districts have been especially 
invited. Other teachers may 
also attend. 
' Introduced will be a con­
ser_vation field trip guidebook, 

developed by Iowa county soil 
conservation district educa­
tion committee. Locations and 
explanations of sites through­
out county depict;ing soil and 
water, conservation, wildlife 
areas. geological sites, water 
resources and historical sites 
are included in publicaiton. 
Miss Welsh was instrumental 
in having book published. 

Registration fee is $2 and will 
conclude with an outdoor sup­
per. 

Local conservation district 
in cooperation with Johnson 
and Washington county dis­
tricts is sponsoring a soil judg­
ing contest Oct. 9 at 1: 30p.m. in 
Iowa county. Event will be 
open to all 4-H and vocational 
agriculture youth. 
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Held Today 
.At Lake Iowa 

Wildlife conservation is the 
~opic of a teachers' workshop 
being held today, Thursday, at 
Lake Iowa in sou bern Iowa 
county. 
-Mary Welsh, elementary 

principal of Williamsburg 
school district, is chairman of 
afternoon session. Sixth grade 
teachers from ~ll county school 
Qistricts have been especially 
invited. Other teachers may 
also attend. 
' Introduced will be a con­
seryation field trip guidebook, 

developed by Iowa county soil 
conservation district educa­
tion committee. Locations and 
explanations of sites through­
out county depict,ing soil and 
water, conservation, wildlife 
areas. geological sites, water 
resources and historical s,ites 
are included in publicaiton. 
Miss Welsh was instrumental 
in having book published. 

Registration fee is $2 and will 
conclude with an outdoor sup­
per. 

Local conservation district 
in cooperation with Johnson 
and Washington county dis­
tricts is sponsoring a soil judg­
ing contest Oct. 9 at 1: 30 p.m. in 
Iowa county. Event will be 
open to all 4-H and vocational 
agriculttJre youth. 
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Suggest ·conservation Measures 

~~t·, LOsses May ·Run To 100 Tons Per· Acre 
·~By Duane Miller · · · 
SOil Conservationist 
.• • ·. .• • . ·'I' 

Torentia ,. rains of the last 
th[ee weeks 'Qil,(:;e again point to 
nef d ~or i ncrecr~~ed emp~a_sis · 
on,'Sml and w~t~. ~o~.serva- "' 
tion. Many landowners m Iowa ~ 

.- county ~ave indicated soil ero­
;SioA .is ~curnn~ r,nore rapidly · 
than,ever . . · '- .·~ 

·Roads and ft>t(~ 'di~~6:es are "'· 
becoming clogg~ ' . ~wifh silt. . · 
Some roads in Io~a e.9Uhty are 
nea rly impassa}?l~ b'ecause of 
sil t accum ul ations .. Even fur~ 
ther downstream ·'rivers' and 
lakes a re being fW'ed with sedi· 
ment. 

Greatest tragedy of soil ero­
sion is losing the best land , lane 
for which lip to $1 ,000 per acrt . 
has been paid . Along with soi 
and water we are losing herbi· 
cides , fertili zer , '"insecf~icides 
and in some cases, seed corn. 

Stop Erosion 

ust>d to ('Ontrol gullit.•s. 

·Erosion 
complaints 
·to be filed 

The county enginer has the 
. permission of the board of 

supervisors to file erosion 
complaints against fanners who 
allowed thei,r ~opsoil to wash into 
ditches during recent heavy 
rains. 

What can be <;lone to sto1 
e' cessive e rosipn? The answe· 
is proper land use and treat 
ment. protecting land whil• 
producing more. The first ste· 
is to acquire a soil and wate 
conservation plan with assi: . 
tance of low a County Soil COl 

These practiet•s help to re­
duce flooding c.md clogging of I 
road ditches . They keep sedi ~ 
mcnt and chemicals out of ri-­
\'crs and streams . 

The subject came up at the 
supervisors' meeting Tuesday in 
part because the county · had 
received a bill from a woman in 
English townShip for dirt me 
removed from the road and 
brought back to her land. 

servution di strict. 
Conservationists will recom- SOIL EROSION - Reeent rain!-' that han• hit low<~ t•ounly (:<ill~t'd mmwrou~ tl_'O· 

mend needed land use chan- sion problems for urea farms. Norm Skc.tdhurg . Willi<~mshu:·g. is shown ht•n• m­
ges along with soil and water dicating the one undone-half foot of top soil th ~ 1t lws w<~slwd on·r ro~td in Troy-town-
conservation practices need- , . 

Contact Soj) Const•rvat ion 
Service. 409 Court . St .. Wil­
liamsburg. phone 668-2359. for . 
assistance on soil erosion prob­
ll•ms. 

H is estimated soil losses 
from rains this spring <.ire as 
high as IOOtons per acre. A pt•r- 1 
missible soil loss is three to five i 
tons per year. · .. : 

Shl·p ne,·1r the Luurcl Wl•is s farm . Photo by c Ed d K h ' ed conside ring crop rotations . - · war oe 

Recommended practices may ways . contouring. stripcrop- alone or in combination with rat·~s <·an <'Ut soil loss to It~ss 
include e rosion control struc- · ping or mulch tillage . contouring can e(fe(•tively ('On- than om• ton pt.•r a(•rt.•. Ponds, 
tu res. ponds. grassed water- Mulch or minimum tiilagt' trol erosion on ~any soils. t('r- strm·tures and ·-wah"rways art• 

h..u<.J C!._~-;t ry /f:J~- ~r/-'..s-e./1 _ /""~ ... I <> ... "til­

LONG TERM COST SHARING PROGRAM-

Allan and Marcella .Doehrmann of Williamsburg 
were the first landowners in Iowa County to be 
approved for long term cost-sharing for soil cons­
ervat ion measures. 
Long te rm agreements are part of the 197 4 Rural 
Environmental Conservation Program of ASCS. 
They offer farmers the option of planning and 
applying conservation practices with cost-sharing 
over a period of 3-10 years. 
A total of four such agreements have been ap­
proved in Iowa County. These are on the Gene 
Stoltzfus farm of North English, Marvin Slau­
baugh farm of Parnell, and the Lawrence Ou inlan 
farm south of Marengo. The four agreements 
cover a total of I, 163 acres. 
This type of agreement insures that the land­
owners will get the cost-share funds needed for 
conservation whether or not farm programs 
change in the next few years. The whole farm can 
be planned for conservation and the owner can 
plan how he wi II pay his ·share of the cost. It 
also helps contractors scheduling by knowino 
what jobs need to be done well ahead of construction. 
The largest agreement covers 639 acres and will 
cost nearly $65,000 wh ~n completed. That's a ·lot 
of money but the owner feels that its needed and 
well worth the money. The additional cost-sharEl 
funds for this agreement was secured by a special 
effort on the part of ASCS office personnel . 
This is a new program and if there are any questions 
contact the ASCS or SCS office in Williamsburg. 

Williamsburg Tops . 
Soil Judging ·Event 

· WILLIAMSBURG - Wil­
liamsburg dominated a three­
county soil judging contest 
here this week. Randy ·Jones , 
a Williamsburg student, was 
high individual in the contest 
and the school's Future Farm­
ers of America chapter placed 
first in team competition. 

Another Williamsburg 
student, Dwight Maas , placed 
second while two Mid-Prairie 
FFA members , Curtis Stutz- · 
man and Bob Stutzman, both 
of Wellman , captured the 
other two places in individual 
COmpetitiOn. I 

Mid-Prairie placed second 
and Lone Tree third in · team 
competition. Five schools 
were· represented by the 33 

; students and eight teams 
competing. 

·- '} 

The supervisors said they not 
only won't pay the bill, but they 
may file a complaint against the 
landowner for allowing the dirt to 
wash off the fields in the first 
place in violation of state 
conservation laws. 

County engineer Nord S. 
Sorensen noted the state law 

I which prohibi~ a fanner to allow 
more than 10 tons of topsoil to 
wash off a field. He said this also 
applies into road ditches, and 
added that Uris happened in a 
nwnber of places in the county. 

The supervisors, with new 
supervisor Delmar Wetjen in the 
lead, told · Sorensen to file the 

1 
complaints with the Iowa County 
Conservation board. By filing this 
complaint, the fanner automat­
ically receives 75 percent of the 
money needed for the conserva­
tidn and erosion control project 
on his farm. However, the project 
is mandatory. 

Neighbors also can file com­
plaints if the runoff from a field 
comes onto their land. This is 
why the county would file 
complaints about erosion into 
ditches, since this is county land. 

Duane Miller, Iowa county 
1 conservationist, had met with the 
supervisors about a month ago to 
brief them about the 75 percent 

, program and also about pr~ 
cedures for the county to file 
complaints. 

Sorensen said he has met with 
Miller several times since to 

i discuss the program. 
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CONSERVATION EDUCATION 
SOIL AND WATfQ. CON S ERVAT IO N 

-----~~"' 

In The Classroom 

----

I. FOR TEACHERS l 
FIELDTRIP GUIDEBOOK 

Developed by the Iowa 
County Soil Conserva­
tion District Educa-
·tion Committee. To be 
used by teachers and 
other leaders in de­
veloping and conduct­
ing tours and field­
trips. 

TEACHER'S WO~KSHOP 

For all teachers in Iowa County sponsored 
by the Iowa County Soil Conservation Dis­
trict Education Committee. Will be held 
at Lake Iowa at 1:30 p.m. on August 22, 
1974. Subject covered will be Wildlife 
Conservation. 

In The Field 

SOIL JUDGING CONTEST 

Sponsored by Iowa, Johnson, and Washington Soil Con­
servation Districts. Open to Vocation Agricultural 
students and 4-H members. Contest will be held in Iowa · 
County on October 9, 1974. 

Phone 668-2359 
Williamsburg 
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nauleh tillage in naodern farnaing 
Severe erosion has occurred on this field where corn was removed for silage. 
Where the corn was harv~sted for grain and the corn residue was left on the 
surface over winter, there is little erosion. 

Soil losses on bare unprotected soils in Iowa County can range as high as 
80 to 100 tons per acre per year. 

Crop residue of 3000 pounds cuts soil 
loss by 50%. 

Residue left by the corn picker is norm­
ally 6000- 7000 pounds per acre. 

Even distribution of large amounts of 
residue over the soil surface makes mulch 
tillage most effective in stopping erosion. 

·Crop residue of 7000 pounds an acre 
cuts soil loss 80% to 95% 10f that with 
residues plowed under. 

Soybean 
residue 
as left by 
the combine:-
2,250 pounds 
·an acre. 
Soybean 
residue 
usually 
ranges 
from 1,500 
to 2,500 
pounds 
an acre. 

Mulch tillage means to leave as much residue as possible on the surface. Each tillage 
operation covers some residue. For instance, each time you disc you cover approxi­
mately" 50% of the residue. One chisel plowing will normally cover 20% of the r.esidue. 
In determining amount of residue you desire, remember that more than 6000 pounds 
an acre does not greatly increase effectiveness. 

No-till planting disti,Jrbs only an area 
4" wide in the planted row. 

Not only does mulch tillage decrease soil loss, but it also decreases production costs 
and energy uses. 

( 

Phone 668-2359 
· Williamsburg I 
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., SCS cools county plaft for erosion 
What had been thought to have 

been a promising plan to 
minimize erosion and flooding 
along the English river fizzled 
Tuesday :with the report that it 
would not be cost effective. 

Marvin Parmer of the state Soil 
· Conservation service office in 

Des Moines told the Iowa county 
board of supervisors that a 
federal-financing plan for flood 

and erosion . control along the 
Middle English river would not 
meet the agency's one to one 
cost-benefit requirements. This 
means there must be a dollar of 
benefit for every dollar invested 
in the program. 

''The benefit would be there, 
but the cost would be too high," 
Parmer said. "It would not be 
1-1." 

· The supervisors had hoped to money in approved programs 
be ~ble to take advantage of the then is used for the dams, which 
program in order to minimize capture the larger runoff._ 
water flow into the Middle ~ · 
English, where major bridge 
washouts and culvert disruptions 
occurred last May. 

The engineering and the small < . 

dams and lakes built under such ,. 
a program would cut the flow into 
the English river to · that which 

, would be bank.:full at · the · 
·maximum, Parmer said. 

County soil conservationist 
Duane Miller said that although 
the federal func:Js will not be 
available, the benefits of the 
pr~ram might be high enw.ghto 
warrant using local funds. 

Part of the program involves 
the use of road-dams rather than 
bridges over creeks and streams. 
This backs up the water, which 
then trickles through the spillway 
rather than flooding. on down the 
stream to further damage crops 
or wash away top soil. 
~armer said the program 

involves requiring farmers to 
· contour farm and maiqtain 
marginal land f<r p8stu-e <r 
foreSt. H~ said the federal 



Soil conse-rvation 
Winners announced · 

Iowa county winners in the 
annual Iowa Soil Conservation 
Achievement awards program 
have been anp.ounced by Wilson 
T. Moon, state conservationist for 
the U. S. Soil Conservation 
service. 

Winning farms in each soil 
conservation district were sele­
ted in three divisions : Winners in 
each fanner and teacher division 

follows: 
1. Owner and family operated. 

2. Landlord-tenant operated. 
Winners in each fanner and 
teacher division follows: 1. Allyn 
Evans, Williamsbcurg. 2. Leo 
Driscoll, Williamsburg, owner; 
Leighton Jones and Richard 
Schaeffer·, Williamsburg, op­
erators. Teacher: .. K-8, Mrs. 
Betty Golden, Williamsburg 
community schools, Conroy. 

SOIL&WATE 
CONSERVATION 

WEEK 
September 8-15, 1974 



Soil and· Water Conservation Week 
September 8 to 15, 1974 

Four Williamsburg Farmers 
Cited for Conservation Work 

WILLIAMSBURG - Four 
Williamsburg farmers were 
honored at an Iowa county 
av.;ards banquet last week for 
their achievements in conser­
vation farming . 

Allyn (Chris) Evans was 
. named the top owner-operator, 
and a landowner, Leo (Curly) 
Driscoll, was cited .in the 
landlord-tenant division. 

I. 

Driscoll's farm has been op­
erated by Leighton Jones and 
Richard Schaefer the past 15 
years. 

Similar Programs 

Evans and Driscoll each 
have about 25 ,000 feet of ter­
races on their farms . Contour 
farming , crop rotations, and 
residue management are used 
for erosion and water control. 

Both farms have areas set 
aside for wildlife , and Evans 
has a farm pond for wildlife 
and. water supply. The Dris­
coll farm is 160 acres , and the 
Evans farm is 240 acres. · 

Teacher Cited 

A sixth grade instructor at 
Williamsburg, Mrs. Robert 
Golden, was cited as the 
county's outstanding conserva­
tion teacher. 

Her class earned· $185 from 
sponsoring concession stands 
at school events to purchase 

, trees ctnd plantings at two 
school centers. 
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Teachers Preview .Outdo: r Course At Lake Iowa 
A section of the guidebook 

refers to several ethnic groups, 
which in the past somewhat 
~solated within their respect­
Ive areas. Amana Society 
founded in Europe by Germa~ 
Inspirationists as a purely 
communis~ic society, began a . 
new colony in Iowa early in 
1854 in founding seven vil­
lages. Until 1932, members 
lived under a religious form of 
communism. That year a cor­
poration was formed and grad­
ually the Society has pros­
pered in a competitive world. 

By Doris McCartney . spoke .for more than one and 
Lake Iowa was the outdoor one-half hours without notes. 

classroom for nearly 24 Iowa The song of a cardinal float­
county teachers Thursday · ed from a tree limb at edge of a 
afternoon where they pre- clearing when teachers paused 
viewed the new Conservation to study a young ash tree. Ad­
Field Trip Guidebook and a vantages of the natural trees 
wildlife management course to and abundance of honeysuckle 
be. taught to their pupils this found over the 492 acres at 
year. Lake Iowa were mentioned by 

Duane Miller, county's con- Kurt. 
servationist with Soil Con- Both conservation officers 
servationService,sayshereal- questioned the practice of ex­
ized a long time goal in direct- tensive and regular ·mowing 
ing the program. SCS commis- around the new pond in park. 
sioners have also sponsored They suggested that if'tnowi,ng 
speech and art contests to en- were only done once in four 
courage elementary and high years, the area would shelter 
school students in all phases of more wildlife, especially phea­
conservation projects . , sant and quail, now seen in few-

The new guidebook, publish- er numbers here. 
eel esJ)ecially for upper elernen- Questioned on rapid loss of 
tary grades is the joint effort of elm trees, Kurt said every 
a teacher committee, who be- nature problem seems to have 
gan ·meeting nearly a year ago a silver lining. 
in one-hour' sessions, each . " Take for instance the in-

·. ·month. Some 350 copies were crease of red-winged black­
published by Joint County birds and the pileated wood­
school system, Cedar Rapids, peeker. The red-headed wood­
for study in Iowa county peeker feeds on insects found 
schools. on dead elm trees, and this bird 

Field Hike has found a haven in the death 
Studies Thursday took the loss of these trees," he pointed 

teachers from the redwood all- out. 
weather shelter above west Increasing numbers are 
· of lake, where sessions noted too of the pileated wood-

, were held, on a brief jaunt. peeker, a bird the size of a 
Conservation officers, Ralph crow, all black with a red crest 
Leigh, Marengo, who serves . and white spot on wing, Swoop­
Iowa and Benton counties, and ing low, the pileated wood­
Bob Kurt, \Toledo, assigned to peeker appears all black in 
Poweshiek and Tama coun- .movement. 
ties, led field trip. Kurt. , a wild- A population · explosion has 
life biologist, is articulate. and been noted in numbers of rae-

' 

coons, which were up 43 per­
cent in past year. Raccoons 
prefer to lodge in elm trees. 

After a lemonade break for 
the hiking teachers, Kurt re­
sumed his slide presentation on 
wildlife management. 

Managing Wildlife 
"Only in the past 30-40 years 

has modern science actually 
been practicing wildlife man­
agement," Kurt said. ''Keep­
ing game had once been con­
trolled by the wealthy in the 
days of kings. · 

"Some 3,000 deer are an­
nually killed .in Iowa. How­
ever, a lot of deer are also 
wasted by poor hunters , killed 
by dogs or on highways. In 
southern part of the state, con­
servation officers have on 
occasion found 15 dogs kept on 
farmsteads ; which on the 
prowl, kill deer and are a men­
ace to all wildlife, " he said . 

In a study of the w'hite-tailed 
deer, conservation commis­
sion personnel using corn as 
bait, have trapped deer in 
boxes in wooded areas to at­
tach radio collars to log habits 
and routes of Iowa's big game . 
Deer are tracked by plane in a 
2>-30 ·mile range in order to 
carry out the gr~und study. 

Kurt noted native ruff grouse 
is an HI usi ve bird and is sub­
ject to ten year highs and lows 
in population. The hen is the 
size of a pheasant, is a wood­
land game bird , common to 
northeast part of state and 
Minnesota . Restricted hunt-

PAUSE ON STUDY HIK~ - Bob Kurt, Toledo, wildlife biologist, paused to com­
me~t on a young ash tree at Lake Iowa durin~ last. ~eek ' s outdoor education for 
Iowa county teachers and to urge teachers to Identify bird song ._ Photo by Doris 
McCartney. · 

~-~--

ing of the bird is maintained. 
Broods have been transplant­
ed to new areas of state 
through trapping, however. In 

. 1971 , an experimental release 
of 43 birds was done in south­
eastern part of the state. 

Wild Turkeys 
A milestone in wildlife man­

agement program was the Jan­
uary release of wild turkeys in 
the Amana timber Kurt ob­
serves. After the first hunt of 
the birds, in other areas tur­
keys become hunter-wise how­
ever. 

II A wild turkey is quite a 
trophy," Kurt exclaims . 
"Some 100 years ago, pioneers· 
supplied their families with 
wild turkey meat, but as for­
e~ts were logged off by 1900, the 
Wild turkey was nearly at point 
of extinction. Now the bird is 
protected.'' 

"The eastern wild turkey, 
the type brought to Amana, is a 
powerful bird. Turn them loose 
in a thick timber, where even a 
sparrow cannot penetrate and 
a wild turkey will bulldoze 
through and be out of sight 
soon," Kurt explains. ' 

PLANNED OUTDOOR SESSION- Heading the plan­
ning committee during past year, in preparation for 
Iowa county teacher 's outdoqr education workshop 
held last week, were Mary Welsh , Williamsburg. 
lementary principal: Duane Miller. Soil Conser\'a­

tion service: Gary Urefke , . Lutheran Inter-Parish 
:school, and Mrs . Roger Tandy, Deep Ri\'er-.Millers­
burg elementary school principal , all Williamsburg. -
Photo by Doris McCartney. · 

Stocking new areas with wild . . . 
turkeys is started with 15 hens roadside. ditches, but they can- Big and Httle bluestem, In-
and three g bbl h t qot survive long there . . dia~ grass, switch grass and 

. 0 ers, ~noug 0 "Farmers who postpone oats g am ·m· d 
beg~n a new populatiOn. Here , ~.:~ving unti'l July or later r a · IX are see spur-

. . ua,. , chased from a Nebraska firm. 
a~am, conservatwmsts mark allow · their pheasants to get Grass is 'more expensive and a 
~Irds fur research: . their broods off to a good start. Nesbit drill is used. 

10\\_'a con.servatwmsts are A plum thicket offers phea- Heritage grasses have been 
stakmg their g.ame hopes on sants protection when haying h · · 
the eastern Wild tu~ke~ be- begins. A pheasant needs pro- ~n~~~~;t~n :~w:n~o~~~ f~~~~ 
cause .two other stram. mtr?- tection in driving 'snow and most of the distance from Grin­
duced mto t~~ state e~rh er • did sub-zero weather," Kurt adds. nell to Williamsburg he added. 
not pan out, he contmued. "Honeysuckle on the west Feed Fish 

Kurt notes a perfectly round- · f . · · 
ed tail fan indicates the adult side o_ a shelte~ bel.t of fir , and Leigh told teachers of the 
bi~d. Even in 19_below temp- scotch or red pme IS an exc~l- portable fisheries established 
eratures, the turkey is doing dlent wahy far fatrmt owne.rs to ~n- in lakes to attain rate of gain in 
well in the t A t . 1 uce P easan s o survive wm- fish . . Some 800-1 ,000 catfish in 3 

. coun y. ypica ter , b 4 b 6 f 
bird has a seven-inch . long · Y Y - oot cages are crowd-
beard and 'ght . . Regular pheasant counts are ed , but catfish determine their wei IS approx- t k b · . . imately 22 pounds. a en Y. conservatwmsts o~er territory and will fight to pro-

Pheasants a prescnbed route of 30 U:.Iles teet their area when released. 
Iowa , as the title-hofder· to each year. ~very two miles, Fish are fed high protein fish 

best pheasant country be- ~en stop to listen for pheas~nt · food and after 120 days, cages 
cause of its h ·gh · 1 t' crow to record . the huntmg are retrieved, fish are weigh-

I popu a ;on prospects ed ·m d d I count both in s.tate and county, . · . • easure an re eased. 
has taken a set back this year, Durmg ~ 15-year p~OJ~ct , t~e Rate of gain is one and one-
according to ·surveys "Per- conservat.twn ~tohmfmdiSSIOln , .lidn fourth pound of food to one 
haps two-third f · b' d c.oopera mg WI e .er~ w1 - pound of fish weight. . 

. . s ewer Ir. s hfe and game commissiOn, has Lake Iowa channel catfish 
Willbeavailabletohuntersthis b<i ded3000 · d t fall ,' · Kurt says ~~ . . , ~ormng o~e o were four inches long and were 

Sin 1960 h · t 1 gam mformatwn on the bird. 33 to the pound this year as fin-
. ce . P eas.an popu a- Prairie Grasses gerlings . Cage success rate has 

t10n has mcreased m this area , 1 · h · t . b 
as birds migrate in southern n preservmg . en age een 95 percent survival. Leigh 
direction in state. A switch in ar~a~ , the conservatiOn c~m- calls this a good program for 
habita thasbeencausedamong ID IS~I?n has ~een plantmg providing better - fishing for 
pheasants because farmers prai~Ie gr~ss~s m the state for local residents. 
further north are removing feedmg wll.dhfe, f?r shelter, to Bird Wings . 
fence rows and losing wildlife prevent so~l erosiOn and as a Displaying wild waterfowl 
shelters. Canada. thistle control effort. wings, Leigh noted hunting is 

" Pheasants can only move to Every five y,ears, the grasses by a point system. Identifica-
are burned off. tion should be a necessary 

I . ~ 

study for the hunter before go­
ing out Leigh' mentioned. Blue­
winged ' teal, green-winged 
teal, wigdem, buffalo head, 
golden head, gray coot and 
American gray coot, gadwall, 
bald pate all were described 
with slides. · 

He cited waterf'owl slides 
and bird wings as helpful in 
determining sex and age of 
ducks. He noted too wood duck 
seeks dead elm for nesting in 
long hollow logs. As soon as 
young are hatched, they never 
return. 

Guidebook 
Concluding talks by con­

servationists. teachers exam­
ined supplies given to them for 
instruction. 

The guidebook introduces 
pupils also to conservation 
practices, geology, history and 
water resources in county. 

Some 21 farms are listed in 
publication as examples of var­
ious soils. methods of con­
servation and water manage­
ment. in addition to farms 
where wildlife habitats are 
managed. 

Iowa county lake and associ­
ated. watershed was establish­
ed to provide recreation facil­
ities for fishing , boating, camp­
ing and picnicking. SCS has 
been helpful in application of 
conservation practices in the 
area because of a special pro­
ject under ASCS committee in 
forming a watershed . Farm­
ers within watershed were of­
fered 80 percent federal cost­
share for conseryation prac­
tices under. Agricultural Can­
servation and Rural Environ-· 
menta_} assistance programs. 

Languages and customs of 
those in Mem(onite faith, 
Greene township, are noted in 
the book and Church of the New 
Jerusalem. Notations are in­
cluded of the eight towns with­
in the county also. 

Credits 

Mary Welsh, Williamsburg 
elementary school principal, 
and member of -soil conserva­
tion education committee was 
instrumental in compiling 
book. Material was also sup­
plied by Gary Drefke, Luth­
eran Interparish school book 
chairman: Mrs. Roger ' (Cor­
rine) Tandy, Williamsburg, 
Deep River-Millersburg 
elementary school drincipal; 
a~d Dwight . Dial , !formerly 
With Iowa Valley school dis­
trict. 

Book credits also incl~de this 
list. Leigh, Miller. Ted Ress­
ler. an Iowa county historian 
Williamsburg: George Hall~ 
~erg. Marengo,. Iowa Geolog­
Ical survey: Richard Warden­
burg, Williamsburg. city man­
ager: and Otto Maas . Ma­
rengo. mayor. 

Teachers were · released 
from their respective school 
district workshops to attend 
the outdqor course . 

CONSERVATION IS MUTUAL INTEREST- During a 
break at Aug. 22 Iowa county outdoor education train­
ing session for teachers, Duane Miller, county con­
.servationist, Williamsburg; Bob Kurt, Toledp , wildlife 
biologist. anQ R a lph Leigh, conse r vation officer for 
Iowa and Benton counties , Marengo, conferred~on s ub­
ject. -·Photo by Doris McCartney. 



Tree, Wild life 
Information 1 

Meeting Set 
An open meeting for persons 

interested in renewable 
natural resources will be held 
in the Williamsburg ASCS 
office Jan. 23, from 9:30a .m . to 
3:30 p .m . I.nformation wi ll be 
a vailable from Duane Miller 
district conservationist - U.s: 
Soil Conservation Service. Bob 
Kuru , wildlife biologist , and 
Bob Hibbs, district forester -
low<.~ Conservation 
Commission. 

P ri nted m<.~terial and 

informaton will be a vailable 
for any pe rson consideri ng or 
concerned a bout pLant ing trees 
and -shrubs for eit her forestry 
or wi ldl ife pur poses . Tree. 
order forms from the st ate for­
est nursery will be a\'ail<.~hle . 
Assistance will he given in 
filling aut order form . Price for 
1975 nursery stock is $20 to $25 
per 1.000 plants. plus s hipping 
and t<.~x . For persons desiri ng 
l <.~ rge r nursery stock not m ·a il ­
<.~ble from the s·t<.~ t e nursery . 
there will be p ri\'a te nu rsery 
c<.~talogs avai lable. 

There will he s li des on dis­
p lay with recommell(lc..Jti on s 
for co r rect soil a nd species 
selectic,n . plant ing meth ods : 
layout and tec hni4ue . \\eed 

and gra s s contr o l 
re co mmendations. and 
s ugges ti ons for · ,plantin g 
a rra ngem e nt to benefit wild­
life . · 

Hom e own e r s. f <.~ rmers . 
p r i\~ate nurse ry represent a­
ti\'es_) other la ndowne rs. or 
other agencies as · cit~ or 
co unty go ve rnm ent represen­
tatives are ,,·cJ com e . Per- ' 
SOf!ncl a ttending wi II discuss 

/ any as pect of their consen·a­
tion jobs: soil e rosion a nd 
wa te r control. wildlife ha bi­
ta t. hunting seasons. and 
limits . city tree, re pl a cement . 
Chri stmas tree or walnut 
plantings. wa lnu t \' a lue . in­
sect a nd disease probl em s. or 
any othe r probl em whi ch m ay ' 
occur . 

(f~~r~~------~-~ 
Select Subject For Soil 
·conservation Speech C.o.,te~ 

L.and.Use Policy- Insurance the I~wa ~o~ty Soil Con.,. 
for Mankind will be the topic servatwn district ~nd Patrons 
for the 1975 soil conservation Mutual. Insura,nc~ compa~y . 
speech contest sponsored by C~ntest is ~pen. to . all Jumor 

• 
- high and ser11or highschool stu-

FORESTRY AND TREE PLANTINIG CLI.NIC 
The an nL;Jal Iowa Cou nty' Forestry and Tree Planting Cl inic was at­
t ended by twenty Iowa County landowners and operators. Interest 
was high o n w ildl ife planti ngs. Questions were answered on various 
plant ing and d isease problems by Robert Kurtt , .L\rea Wildlffe Biolo­
gist and Robert H ibbs, D ist r ict Forester. Both are w ith the Iowa State 
Conservation Commission. 
T he speciali st s present assisted landowners in complet ing order forms 
for seedl ing trees from the state nursery . Many of the trees and shrubs 
w ill be planted around farm ponds constructed in the past year with 
the assistance of the So i l Conservation Service and ASCS. Also dis­
cussed was stock ing of these ponds by the State Conservation Com-
miss ion. 
Of t heJree and shru bs offered, the pines and oaks were most popular 
t rees and honey suckl e and autumn olive were pop,ular shrubs. All make 
excellent w ildl ife planti ngs. 
The Amana Society also buys a large number of t rees year ly for for­
estry production. Walnu t seedl ings are usually chosen. 
Landowners are encouFaged to use this course of inexpensive trees for 
wild li fe and woodland plantings. Those interested should contact local 
ASCS or Soi l Conservat ion Service offi~es . 

dents in the coun~y .'. · ·~·. 
Trophies ahd' prizes of $15, 

$10 and $5 will be awarded for 
first, second and third places 
respectively in 'th~ iocal con­
test. Each participant not plac­
ing will receive $2. 

Winner in the local contest 
will advance to the regional 
competition in June or July. 
Regional contest prizes will 
consist of $30, $20 and $1~ for · 
first·, second and third places. 

A new regional award of ~10 
has been added this year- the 
merit award. One merit award 
recipient per region may be . 
selected at the discretion of 
jud_ges. An eligible recipient is 
limited to an outstanding con­
testant.who has not entered the 
tenth grade by the time of re­
gional contest. 

State contest will be held in 
September at the annual con­
ference for Soil Cons~rvation 
district commissioneb in Des 
Moines. First place winner in 
state contest will receive a $300 
coll~ge schola rshi p and $110 in 
cash. Second and third 
place awards in the state· con­
test will consist of $85 and $60 
respectively. 

Regional and state levels of 
the contest are co-sponsored by 
l~dies. auxiliary of the IowaAs­
sociation of Soil Conservation 
district commissioners and the 
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance 
company; Grinnell . 

Any interested in entering 
the 1975 Soil Conservation 
speech contest should contact 
the Iov1a County Soil Con- 1 

servation district, box 210, Wil­
·liamsburg, phone 668-2359 be­
fo re Apr. 30. Contest rules a·n,d 
information on topic are also ~ 
available at offi ce. All youth ~ 
are encouraged to enter. ~ 

./ 

('."'~' r l)d~~·'<!rt' >C?t· 

·sP.EECH CONT EST 

Land Use Policy- lnsuranc1e for Man.kind will be 
the topic for the 1975 Soil Conservation Speech 
Contest to be sponsored by the Iowa County Soil 
Conservation District and Patrons Mutual Insurance 
Company. The contest is open to all junior high 
andsenior high school students in the county. 
Trophies and prizes of $15, $1 0,. and $5 will be 
award~d for first, second, and third places respect­
ively in the local contest. Each participant not 
placing will receive $2. The winner in the local 
contest will advance to the r ~egional competition 
which will be held in June or July. Regional con­
test prizes will consist of $30, $20, and $15 for 
first, second, and third places. A new regional 

·. award of $1 0 has been added this year - The 
Merit Award. One Merit ·Award recipient per region 
may be selected at the discretion of the judges. An 
eligible recipient is ·limited to an outstanding con­
testant who has not entered the tenth grade by the 
time of the regional contest. The state contest. will 
be held in September 1975 af the Annual Confer­
ence for Soil Conservation District Commissioners 
in Des Moines, Iowa. The first place winner in the 
state con~est will receive a $:iOO college scholarship 
and $i 10 in cash. The second and third place 
awards in the state contest will consist of $86 and 
$60 respectively. The regional and state levels of 
the contest are co-sponsored by the Ladies Aux­
iliary of the Iowa .Association of Soil Conservation 
District Commissioners and the Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company, Grinnell, Iowa. Any inter­
ested in entering the 1975 Soil Conservation Speech 
Contest should contact the Iowa County Soil Con.:. 
servation District, Box 210, VVilliamsburg, Iowa 
(phone 668-2359) before April 30, 1975. Contest 
rules. and information on the topic is also avai I able 
at. that office. ~II youth are encouraged to enter. 

TWENTY ATTEND CLINIC - ' Iowa co 
forestry and tree planting clinic held Thurs­
day was " well attended" according to 
Duane Miller , district ·conservationist". 
About twenty people discussed pl anting and 
disease problems with Robert Kurtt, area 
wildlife . biologist, and Robert Hibbs, dis­
trict forester . ·specialists assisted land­
owners in completing fo rms for seedling 
trees and shrubs from· state nursery. Miller 

noted pines and oaks were most popula r 
trees ordered, while honeysuckle and a~t­
umn olive were most requested shrubs. Mil­
ler noted anyone interested in procuring 
trees and shrubs for wiJdlife pl antings 
should contact local ASCS or Soil Con­
servation service offices. Pictured left to 
right-are Kurtt , Miller, and Hibbs. - Photo 
by lkh ( 
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1974 loss Highest In 25 Years---

As of March 1 - The SCS Will Move 
Offices In Iowa County Soil Conservation Di.Strict and the 

Soil Conservation Service · 
SOil Erosion Potential Is Hi h 
With Planting Indications Williamsburg will have a new . home .... · 

Th•~ office is now located at -
~s of Mar. 1, the Iowa county 

sotl conservation district and 
th_e soil conservation service 
Will move to 600 "Court street 
Williamsburg. ' 

409 Court Street, Williamsburg. 
Farmer intentions for plant­

ing a record acreage of corn 
and soybeans thi s year has 
brought warnings from soil 

the worst in 25 years with soil 
losses reaching as high as 200 
tons per ac re Miller continues. 
Potenti al is the r·e this vea r un­
less necessary precautions a re 
taken he points out. 

. 1.4 percent jncrease over last 
year. It's a 33 percent increase 
in these row crops from ten 
years a go Miller points out. 

ThE~ new location will be - - - . 
600 Court ·Street, Williamsburg. •· 

Office is now located at 409 
Court stt eet, Williamsburg 
New location is one block south 
of present location and across 
stre~t west of post office . · ' 
. S?tl conservation district . 
mvttes people to stop and see 
new facilities. 

This is one block south of the present location 
~nd acro1ss the street west of the Post Office. 

The Iowa County Soil Conservation District cor- j 

dially invites you to stop in and see our new · 
facilities. 

· conservat ionists that in­
. creased acreage makes an­

other potentially dangerous 
year for soil erosion says 
Duane Miller , di strict soil con­
servationist. 

Erosion in Iowa county was 

Trend to intensive row crop 
has steadily increased erosion 
possibilities in rt'~cent years. In 
Iowa corn and soybean acre­
age planting intentions for this 
year are 20.4 miillion acres, a 

Last yea r·s wet spring and 
drought in summer caused a 
shortage of forage. and many 
took corn sta lks off their fie lds 
Cdr winter feed. This opens up 
even more chance for severe 
wind and water erosion on 
these fields. 

The Iowa County Soil Conservation District is 
celebrat.ing its thirtieth ,. anniversary this year. We 
believe that this District has accomplished some . 
very worthwhile and lasting things for our comm-' 
u·nity. You and hundreds of others have been 
helped with soil conservation work and in the past 
few years with programs for total resource develop-
ment. 

You have elected us to mana,ge the I ow a County 
Soil -Conservation District. This is a big j9b. It 
takes a great deal of time and energy to pttend all 
of the necessary board meetings and to do the 
many jobs listed in our plan of work. We are happy 
to do this, because we can see that the conservation 
of our natural resources is making our community 
a better place in which to live and work. 

Soil and Water Conservation Districts have no 
taxing or bonding authority, whiGh creates a problem. 
We are sure yo u are aware that the work of the 
commissioners is all volunteer. We need money for 
publicity materials, office supplies, speech, ar_t , and 
soil judging awards, scholarsh~ps to conservat1o!" 
workships and classes, educational booklets, soli 
stewardship week ; and many others. 

In the past the commissioners have visited the 
various businesses in -each area of the county and 
sold advertising for the Annual R~port in order to 
raise the money necessary to meet our expenses . 

This year · we have decided to ask yo~ and other~ to 
help with defraying ~he c~st ?f runmng your So1l 
and Water Conservation D1stnct by makmg a 
contribution. · 

Many of you· landowners and ~peratqrs ~nd ~us-
inessmen will be receiving letters m the mall th1s 
week requesting donations to the Iowa county 
Soil Conservation District. We urge you to read 
these letters and carefully consider what the Iowa 
County Soil Conservation District has don~ f<;>r you 
and Iowa .County . If you feel that the d1stnct has 
been of value to you in any way, whatever amount 
you can give will be more than welcome. ":''ake you 
your check payable to the Iowa C~u~ty So1l Conser­
vacation District, P.O. Box 210, W1ll1amsburg, Iowa 
52361, or bring it into the office at 600 Court 
Street. . 

May we be thankful for the good soil we have m 
Iowa County which. is so basic for our food and 
fiber and for ttie good life we all enjoy .. Your _con­
tribution and support of this program w1ll be sm­
cerely appreciated. All contributions are tax 

deductible. 

Conservation Camp Teachers. 
Scholarships Are Ava.ilable 

Iowa county soil conserva- and legal aspects of environ­
lion district will again .be pro- mental quality, environmen­
viding scholarships to Iowa tal education curricula, and de­
teachers conservation camps. ve~oping projects and pro- · 

First camp will be held in Ce- grams for participants school. 
dar Rapids June 16-July 3. Scholarship · provided by 
Second will be July 7-25 at Fort Iowa county soil conservation 
Dodge. Camps are for elemen- district will consist of $100tobe 
tary and secondary teachers, divided equally among teach­
are three weeks long, and the ers attending from Iowa coun­
participant earns three hours ty. A maximum of $50 per 
credit. , 

First week will cover ecolog- 1 

· ical principles, natural history ' 
of local plants, oirds and mam- , 
mals, mineral and soil re- · 
sources, and mans depend­
ence on his environment. 

Second week will cover en­
vironmental management in­
cluding biological and phy­
sical resources, outdoor 
laboratories and nature trails, 
teaching on the school grounds, 
and socia-economic factors of 
resources rna nagement. 

Third week will discuss rural 
and urban land use , political 

DISPLAY WINNING POSTERS- Barbara Ballard, left, and 
Becky Witte , right, competed in elementary division of Iowa 
county soil conservation service art contest , Friday ~vening in 
Williamsburg city hall , and won second and third place . First 
place winner, not pictured, was Penise Joseph . Photo: LH 

Most conservation prac­
tkes. terraces, ponds, wind­
breaks and othe rs, take time to 
become established. One prac­
tice . conservation tillage, 
takes effect immediately and 
can be practi ced this spring. 
Leaving the plow in sto rage 
and using a di sc. ·chisel or other 
machine to prepare land fo r 
planting is the first step. 

These operat ions help to 
leave crop residue on the 
ground to prot'e~ t against ero­
sion. They also give immed­
iate soil protection and give 

· landowner time to plan and in- · 
stall needed permanent ter­
races, ponds, etc . for adequate 
erosion control. 

Land owners a re cautioned 
that even these limited field 
operations can be overdone. 
Too many trips With a chisel or 
disc can cover residue, and · 
that defeats their purpose. 
True test is whether enough 
residue is left on the soil sur­
face. Genera lly, 3,000 to 4,000 
pounds of residue per acre left 
on top 'of the soil reduces ero-. 
sion by half Miller pointed out. 

Recommendations on how to 
ptoduce more on intensive row 
crop while protecting soil may 
be obtained from Soil Con­
servation district office at 600 
Court street, Williamsburg. 

.----...-Ju~-ne ~3 Is Last 
Day For Sign-up 

June 13 is last day for land­
owners to sign up for long term 
conservation cost-sharing pro­
gram. 

A long term agreement is a 
contract between I ndowner 
and government. In · this con­
tract, landowner agrees to ade­
quately treat his whole farm 
with needed . conservation 
practices according to his 
particular farming program. 

Government in turn 
guarantees 50 per cent cost­
sharing for· permanent 
practices for life of contract. 

This arrangement not only 
guarantees ~unds but also 
helps landowner in planning 
his long-range conservation 
program. 

Those interested in Iowa 
county program should sign up 
at ASCS office in Williams­
burg by June -13. 

For further information on 
program contact ASCS office 
or Soil Conservation Service 
office. 



NAMED J UNIOR HIGH ARTISTS -Win­
ners in Iowa Coun ty soil conser\' ation ser­
vi ce art contest , Friday evening. wer~(hi s 
t rio of Williamsburg artists . Darrell 
Schwarting , first : Sherry Becker, second: 

DISCUSS CONSERVATION- Fred White, 
Parnell, chairman of Iowa county soil con­
servation service, back to camera, and Cris 
Evans, Williamsburg, discuss conserva-

and Ell en Evans . third . A11ists depicted 
phases of soil stewardship . Speech contest. 
in conj unction \\'ith e\'ent. was cancelled 
when contestants failed to appear . Artists 
received t rophies. Photo: LH 

titon following judging of art entries in con- , 
test sponsored by SCS. Sherry Becker, Wil­
liamsburg, studies winning paintings. -
Photo by DMC 
- ·--- ·- -------- ··- - --··- -- - - -- ·---· 

TOP ARTISTS CITED- Art work bv Connie Driscoll.left:. and· 
Kim Armstrong. right. Williamsbu.rg. earned fir;;t and third 
place respec;tively. in annual Iowa county soil conser\'ation 
service art contest Friday e\·ening in Williamsburg city hall . 
Miss Driscoll's entry depicts soil stewardship . old buildings 
and preser\'ation of wildlife . :\Iiss Armstrong 's exhifuit is of 
wildlife on a waterway. Trophies were presented by l'eith 
Enochson. county SCS board . Photo : LH 

Miller Leaving Locat 
SCS Office June 23 
Duane Miller, .who has been 

'district conservation officer 
for this a rea for two years, will 
assume duties of agricultural 
economist with state 
conservation commission June 
23. 

Miller, whose office will be in 
Des Moines, will cover entire 
state working on watershed 

planning and on resource 
conservation and develop­
ment. 

New conservation offi cer for 
this district will be Harry 
Bryant. He has been cUisttict 
conservation officer in WHpello 
and will take over in Williams­
burg July 21. 

Miller and hi s family will be 
moving June 23. 

~f$.~-4- i-'I~¥'>"..JIV ~ ;r=~ -i~ 
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June 13 Is Last 
Day For S!gn-up 

June 13 is last day for land­
owners to sign up for long term 
conservation cost-sharing pro­
gram. 

A long term agreement is a 
contract between landowner 
and government. In this con­
~r~ct, landowner agrees tQ ade­
quately treat his whole farm 
·with needed conservation 
practices according to his 
particular farming program. 
·Government in turn 

guarantees 50 per cent cost­
·sharing for permanent 
practices for life of contract. 
· This arrangement not only 
gua.rantees · funds but also 

, helps landowner in planning 
his long-range conservation 
program. 

Those interested in Iowa 
county program should sign up 
at ASCS office in Williams­
burg by June 13. 
·. ·For further information ~n 
program contact ASCS office 
or Soil Conservation Service 
office. 

Bryant Named Distrlc.t 
Conservationist 

Harry · Bryant , ha$ been soil conservation technician in 
n·amed district conservationist Burlington from 1966 to 1971. 
for Iowa county by Keith · While . at Burlington he 
Glandon, area conservationist, picked up additional college 
for ' the Soil Conservation credit from Western Illinois 
Service. Bryant replaces university and received a B.S. 

· Duane Miller who accepted an degree in agronomy from there IOWA COUNTY ADVERTISER Williamsburg, Iowa Thursday, 14, 1975 
A~ ~utdoor tea~her's conse_rvation workshop on ap- · Any teacher interested in attendin~ the workshop 

prec1atmg our environment wIll be held W'ednesday, should contact their principal or superintendent, so 

appointment in Des Moines in 1971. 
, last month. Bryant has always been 

active in farming, having 
owned and operated farms in 
Wright, Wayne, Des Moines, 
and Louisa counties. 

August 20, ~ 9~5 at Lake Iowa. All teac_hers i~ Iowa . reservations can be made by August 15. · 
Cou~ty are 1n~1ted to attend. Fourt~, f1fth, s1xth and The workshop is sponsored by the Iowa County 
spec1al educat1on teac~ers are espec1ally urged to at- Soil Conservation District Education Council. 
tend. 

Sylvan Runkel will instruct the worksnop on na­
tive plants and how they eff-ect our environment. Mr. 
Runkel is currently composing a book on native 
plants and floWers using colored pictures and making 
ihteresti ng comments about each plant. 

Hryant has been district 
conservationist at Wapello 
since 1971. He start1ed working 
for Soil Conservation Service 
in 1962 at Corydon and was a 

Mrs. Bryant is · a home 
economist and has taught in 
Corydon, Danville, and 
Morning Sun schools. Because 1 

of Mr. Bryant's transfer she is 1 

now unemployed. ' 
The Bryants have five 

children. Dean is enrolled at 
Western Illinois university, 
Bruce is enrolled at Iowa State 
university, Beth will be a 
senior, Blair a sophomore, and 
Steve a freshman in high 
school. 

The Bryants will be moving -
to Williamsburg area as soon 
as suitable housing can be 
found. · 
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On behalf of all the soil commissioners of Iowa County I thank each and every cooperator and business that 
has co·ntributed to our budget. 

Now we can carry out our plan of soil and water Conservation education to the people of Iowa County for 
~mother year. 

ART CONTEST 

The annual Soil Conservation Art 
Contest was judged in May. Winn­
ers in the Elementary Division, 
front row, were left to riQht: 
Darrell Schwarting, Williamsburg 
Elementary and Lois Schlesselman 
and Becky Witte of lutheran In­
terparish School. Winners in the 
high school division: back row, 
were: Debbie Van Hamme, HLV; 
Kim Armstrong and Debbie Muh­
lenbruck, both of Williamsburg. 

SPEECH CONTEST 
Dean Dickel of Iowa Valley re­
ceives first place in the District 
Speech Contest from Keith Enoch­
son. Second place went to Randy 
Jones, center, and third went to 
Dwight Maas. 

REGISTER & TRI­
BUNE CONTEST 

Four farmers were honored at the 
annual district awards banquet. 
Mr. & Mrs. Cris (Allyn) Evans, 
left, were named as top· in the 
owner-operator division. • Leo' 
(Curly) Driscoll was sighted in the 
landlord-tenant division. The farm 
is ·operated by · leighton Jones 
shown with his wife and Richard 

· Schaeffer · (not pictured). Sixth 
grade teacher at Williamsburg, 
Mrs. Robert Golden, was cited as 

SOI L JUDGING CONTEST 
For the first time, the Iowa County Soil Conservation District along 
with Johnson and Washington Counties sponsored a soil judging con­
test. A total of eight 1 three man teams particiP.ated in the contest. 
Williamsburg took top honors with Mid Prairie taking second and 
Lone Tree was third as a team. · 

· The contest requiired the students to judge three soil pits for such 
characteristics as slope, soil texture, soil depth,-soil capability classi­
fication, soil limitations, and suitability for row crops. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

The first annual Iowa County Teachers Conservation Workshop was 
att ended by 24 I ow a County teachers. The purpose of the workshop 
is to give teachers a yearly refresher on our natural resources and 
their conservation. Wi ldlife biology w~s the topic of this years work-

Fred White, Chairman 

shop. It is planned that the workshop ~~ill be held each year 

The education committee completed ·field work and published the 
Iowa County Field Trip G~idebook in A ugust. The purpose orthe 
book is to serve as a guide for teachers and other leaders in conduct­
Ing tours and field trips. 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

IOWA COUNTY 
SCD COMMISSIONERS 
Seated left to right:· Keith Enoch­
son, Fred White, Chairman, and 
Vernoo Sandersfeld. Standing 
left to right: · Larry Beyer, Dick 
Mouchka, and David McCartney. 

OFFICE STAFF 
Seated left to right: Millen 
Sandersfeld, Conservation Aid, 
Clem McBride, Technician, and 
Duane Miller, District Conserva­
tionist. Standing is Lennis Doehr­
man, Clerk. 

1974 DISTRICT ACTIIVITIES 

* Larry Beyer, Fred W ite, and Duane Miller attend­
ed the Sho_.rt ..Course ht ld in Ames,Januarv 15 & 16. 

* Soil Stewardship ma1:e!rial was ordered. -
* The first letter of complaint was received by ·the 

district. 
* The commissioners he~ld their regular meeting Jan­

uary 26. 

* State Dues were paid. 
* The commissioners he~ld their regular meeting Feb­

ruary 26. 
* Regional Meeting was held March 15 at Middle 

. R I Amenca estaurant. 
· * The annual Contractor's Meeting was held March 1 

in the ASCS office. -
* Annual Reports were mailed. 
* The commissioners held their regular meeting 

March 19. 



Con't from front pi• 

APRIL * The commissioners .held thei·r regular meeting April 
17. :--, ·Basic Conservation Pllans Revised for 1974 

MAY 

JUNE 

JULY 

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

* ·The annual Soil Conservation Speech and Art Contest 
was held May 10 in the. Williamsburg City Hall. Win­
ners in the Speech Contest were Dean Dickel, first, 
Randy Jones, second, Dwight Maas, third. Winners 
in the Art Contest were; Senior Division - Debbie Van 

I 

I Ia Morse Marian Marine 
Dan Miller Carl Schumacher 

John Maxey 

TOTAL ACRES: 1,508 Acres 

New _District Cooptarators for 1974 
Hamme, first; Kim Armstrong, second; Debbie Muh-
lenbruck, third. Elementary Division- Darrel·l Schwar- Lester Fetzer 

· k w· Floyd Groff 
Larry WetjEm Richard Wells 
Leo Heller Wiese Misbach ting, first; . Lois Schlesselman, second; Bee Y 1tte, George J~ Hanson 

third. Gary Greiner Collins-Finnegan 
* The commissioners held their regular meeting May 21. ~~f~~ ~~~:~ 
* The Des Moines Register and Tribune Contest tour John Cunningham 

Merlin Riectk Lyle Olson 
August Ste1ffen Orville Bauer 

was held June 18 with the monthly meeting follow- Mrs. Ira Smith 
ing,supper f,lt the Landmark Restaurant. Robert Jacobs 

* The Annual Plan of Work for .the fiscal year 1975 was Lyle Root 

Dick Williams, Jr. · Marcus Yoder 
Dean Wade Raymond Ballard 
Ralph Huedepohl Bessie Heal~y 

approved. 
1 

Robert Crane 
Richard Co~chran Eugene Kinzenbaw 
Elwood Sh ·ock M.G. Heitman 

* The annual picnic and monthry meeting was held at . Keith Young 
Lake Iowa July 16 for the commissioners and their Glenn Knipfer 

Wayne Mea e Benny Vercande 
John Kupk•a · Russell Gorsh 

families. Lucille Randolph Eldon Doehrmann James Reitzler 
* The. Iowa County Field Trip Guidebook was complet- Gene Stoltzfus 

ed. Jerald McCaw 
Allan Doehrmann Joseph Halsch 

* The. Regional Meeting and Speech Contest was held G & M Land 
Russell Nev11ton Erwin Vogt 
Albert Mews Marian Markee 

July 24 at the Seven Villages Restaurant. -V.R. Points · Lawrence S:ine " 
* The first annual Iowa County Teachers Conservation TOTAL Acres: 9,983 

Workshop w'as held at Lake Iowa August ·22. · 
* David McCartney was re-appointed as assistant com­

missioner. 
• The commissioners held their regular meeting August 

27. 

• The PL-566 Watershed Tour was held September 4 at 
1:00 p.m. 

* Lennis Doehrmann attended the Annual Commission­
ers and Clerks Conferenc~ ftetd in Fort 'Dodge'Septem·. 
ber 8, 9, and 1 0. 

·* Two letters of complaint were received by the district. 
* The commissioners held their regular meeting Septem-

ber 17~ _~t · 

* The first annual Soils J.:,dging Contest was held Octo-
-ber 9 at the Swift Research 'Farm. Five schools were 
represente(j from -Iowa,. Johnson, and Washington · 
counties. Randy Jones, Williamsburg was high indiv­
idual in the contest and the Future Farmers of Ameri­
ca chapter from Williamsburg placed first in team 
competition. · . 

* The annual Awards Banquet was held October 16 at 
the Middle America Restaurant. Winners were: Own­
er-Operator Division, Allyn Evans, Landlord-Tenant. 
Division, Leo Driscoll, owner and Leighton Jones· 
Di·ck Schaeffer, operators, and Teacher Division, Mrs. 
Betty Golden, Williamsburg. . . . , . · · 

* The commissioners hetd their regular meeting Octo-
ber 15. . 

* The commissioners held their regular meeting Novem-
ber 19. . 

* The Regional Banqu-et for the Des Moines Register & 
Tribune Contest was held November 21 ·at the Cap-
tain's Table in Wa~hington, . 'owa 

* Plans for the 1974 Annual Report were started .. 
* Mr. & Mrs. Fred White, Mr. & Mrs. Duane Miller, and 

Mr. & Mrs. Clem McBride attended a farewell party 
held at the Middle America Restaurant for Lambert 
Elwood, ASCS Gom.mitteeman. 

* The commissioners held their regular me_eting Decem­
ber 11. 

* The annual CJ'lristmas Party was held December 12 
at the Carnsfor:-th Inn. 

·Basic Conservation Plans for 1974 

I·M Budget 

Commissioners Expenses 
. OttJCe ·~ppltes 

Printing · 

:s 288.63 
467.79 ' 
70.00 

145.80 Prizes for Contests 
Office E¥P!K\S8 
Meeting Expense 

~ ........ """"~"~""'~ ;tO 

TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-74 

11-M Budget 

Clerical 
Travel 
Teehriical 
TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-74 

111-M Budspt 

. 22.97 
1
$1,474.29 

$6,632.52 
87.81 

804.15 
$71524.48 

1973-74 . 

Requested for Terraces · 7,328.00 
Requested for Diversions 150.00 
Requested for Structures 3, 701.2~ 

. Requested for Waterways $ 2,618.75 
TOTAL REQUESTED 12-31-74 $13,798.00 

P~id on Completed Terraces $4,489.91 1 

Paid on Completed Diversions 0 
Paid on Completed Structures $2,451.25 
Paid on Completed Waterways 626.25 
TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-74 $7,567.41 

District ~~ccomplishments 

1974-7.5 

$11,289.60 
2,237.50 

' 4, 125.75 
300.00 

$17,952.85 
$ 0 

. 743.10 
1,247.05 

0 
$ .1 ,990. 1'5 

Major Practices Unit 1974 

Conservation Cropping·System Acre 
Contour Farming Acre 
Diversion Terrace Feet 
·Ponds Number 
Erosions Control Structures Number 
Grassed Waterways Acre 
Pasture & Hay land Management . Acre 
Pipeline · Feet 
Stripcrppping Acre 
All Other Types of Terraces Feet 
Tile Feet 

3,240 
1,550 

16,910 
l6 
14 

109.1 
2;126 
3,005 I 

242 
28,950 

431,828 

August Steffen 
George Hanse!n 
*Marvin Slaubaugh 
Larry··wetjen 
James McGrory 
J_ames Cook 
Collin-Finnegan 

· ·~am bert E I wood 
Lowell Luhman 

Adolph Zuber 
Marvin Meyer 
Larry Yoder 
Patrick Hazell 
Nor.man Axmear 
Gary Greiner 
*Gene Stoltzfus 
Mamie McCune 
Mrs. Ira Smith 

Lester Fetzer 
Walter Nodean 
Floyd Groff 
Edwin Koehn 
Erwin Vogt 
Tom Slaymaker 
*Allan Doehrmann 
*Larry Quinlan 

Referrals Serviced 

Planning Practices 

Number 

New District Cooperators Number 
Basic Conservation Plans Number 
Revised Co.nservation Plans Number 
Group Plans . Number 

141 

50 
27 

5 
4 
4 TOTAL ACRES: 6,152 Acres *tong Term Agreement Group Inventories & Evaluationl& Number 
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Challenges Teactl~~~d ~fth .... -: .. ~.-.·~ .. y -~ · .. ·• 
' • : '1. .. ~., .---- • 

TreaSure Hunts -In 
) ~ . . 

.WoocJ/andsAndPrairiePreserves 
A naiure's treasure hunt was served as food, since berries 

the theme of a slide lecture de- are edible, Runkle said. He 
livered by Sylvan Runkle, Des cautioned teachers not to eat 
Moines, a retired biologist-bot- too many because side ~ffects 
anist and conservationist for may be suffered. 
Iowa, at Lake Iowa, Wednes- Covered State 
day afternoon for 25 Iowa coun- In the 150 slides shown to 
ty teachers. teachers, Runkle said h~ had 

Program was planned in co- covered the state in his photo­
operation with Iowa county soil graphy explor.ations to west­
conservation service 'by Harry ern Iowa hills, Ledges state · 
Bryant, county conservation- park, Fort Dodge areas and 
ist, . and Mary . Welsh, Wil- Williams park, east of eourity 
liamsburg elementary school line. 
principal. He cited poison hemlo<·k, 

While a thunder and light- found in r~cent years on ·a 20 
ning rainstorm dumped more acre site near Iowa City, as a 
than two inches of rain into plant which is also often tend­
park during an hour, delaying ed by ·nower growers. 
start of program, Runkle stig- "Its beauty is deceptive An­
gested· to teachers to appreci-· ctent Greeks m ade a tc"' from 
ate the environment in which the seeds of poison hemlock,'' 
theY, live. he said, ''to brew fo r<their polit-

1be botanist, bearded and ical prisoners. The brew quick­
dressed-in mountain hiking ap- ly kills, damaging the respir c-1 
parel worn while exploring re- tory . system,, by c a us ing 
cently over 137,000 acres on a paralysis. It is a weed whi ·h 
boy scout ranch in New Mex- gr.ows in a moist damp soil ," he 
ico, challanged the instructors explained. 
to combine learning with fun in Bladden 's star is 'another 
taking their pupils outdoors to plant he nas observed on five 
look for the plants featured in acres at Williams prairie. 
his lecture. Presently, four or fi ve varie-

Solomon's sea l, w.hich ties of the plant are blooming. 
Runkle exhibfted, flouri shes, Ipdians be lieved seeds of the 
but after frost dies back to plant, if eaten, would give them 
stalk which bears scars. Ac- endu rance and so convinced of 
cording to a legend, Old King its value, they also fed their 
Solomon is said to have mailed horses its seeds. 
his letters with seals procured prairie turnips, similar to 
from ·sap of stalks. Sap was ·, alfalfa, once were traded by In­
alsq used for medicinal pur- dians with pioneer famHies 
poses . on wounds; and was trave_ling their area for .trink-

ER ON PLANTS~ Harry Bryunt, Will iumsburg, Iowa 
county conservationist for the soil conservation service and 
Sylvan Runk!e, a retired biologist. and botunist for state SCS. 
conferred on woodland plants during session attended -by 25 
county .teachers Aug . 20 'at Luke Iowa . · 

E XHIBITS SOLOM ON' S 
SEAL - Iowa county teache~s 
were introduced to state 's 
woodlands and pra irie plants 
a nd weeds during an afte r­
noon outdoor educahon work­
shop a t Lake Iowa, Aug. 20. 
Solomon's Seal was described 
by Sylvan Runkle, a retired 
biologi t and botanist. 

ets. Since pioneers were con­
cerned when food stores were 
low, they welcomed opportun-. 
ity to secure the turnip bulbs. 
But the Indians were shrewd, 
never revealing the travelers 
were moving over the plants 
and could have dug their own 
turnip bulbs. 

Squaws dug the bulbs also for 
grinding pulp, then into 
making cakes which were 
roasted in fires. 

Lewis and Clark expedition 
also secured prairie turnips for 
their vegetable- supply. 

India Lore 
Ra ttlesnake mast{! r or 

ground' plum is found.in short 
grass on dry ridges or on · old 
pastures. Indians found this 
pl ant was quite nourishing 
Runkle says. · 

Ground nut was introduced 
to the Pilgrim fathers by the In­
dians. Runkle continued, " If 
the potato had not been found 
and . developed, ground nut 
might have become Amer­
ica 's staple food . The plant 
thrives near Des Moines. " 

Skunk cabbage found near 
the Cedar river in Cedar l(ap­
ids area, grows in ,wet woods. 
While blood root, which is a 

spring flower, is poisonous, it often die from feasting on this 
may be used as a1 drug like mor- plant he explained. · 
phine. Indians called this plant Pioneers were once guided 

· "pain ease''. They knew how to on the trail by observing stems 
prepare its roots for medicine. of compass point, which point 

Plants in state abound with p orth and south. The weed has 
historical significance Runkle also been called a Poor boy's 
admits. He mentions yucca, a chewing gum, since its sap is ·· 
soap · weed, used by the pi• sticky. 
neers ·for making soap. The Poisonous plants, if con­
plant was valuable also to the su m ed are Dutchmen 's 
Indians, who gathered yucca Britches and Jerusalem cher­
for its heavy sword leaves,' util- ries and a swamp milk weed. 
izing rough' fiberous leaves to Crazy Weed 
weave mats, clothing and rope. In western part of state and 

Dogwood is both beautiful arot~nd Lake Okoboji, Runkle 
and nutritious for pheasants has llliscovered Lambert crazy 
which feast on this plant the weed, which 'is purple, but is 
botanist says. Five varieties harmful to horses and cattle. 
are found in Iowa. Silky dog-1 "Actually, livestock can get 
wood is said to have been hoo~ed on this plant," Runkle 
chewed 1 by Civil war soldiers declares. "Animrls may have 
stricken with maleria, after be- their judgmept impaired when 
ing bitten by mosquitoes, for eatipg the weed. '' 
relief from pain. " Farmers 

1 

should remove 
Livestock Poison live~tock where the plant is · 

"White snake root, bloom- found and wait until the weed 
ing late this month, has a poi- dies before pasturing area ," he 
sonous sap," he mentions. "If a suggests. 
cow eats this ' plant, it can be In contrast, prickly pear cac­
poisoned . Pioneer families tus is good to eat if one can 
sometimes suffered from milk pluck the fruit. Along sandy 
sickness ·caused by cows graz.. ridge tops of western part of 
ing the weed. Effects of plant sta~e, the plant is found . Pio­
are harmful to the cow, and il is neers once gqthered crinkle 
absorbed in their milk. root 1 r rosy twisting stalk in 

.. Abe Lincoln's mother · is norH· rn Iowa for a con­
said to have died as the result dim ·pt. 
of their cows eating from this Wi1d black cherry or choke 
plant," he said. cherry is both edible and poi-

Wood entwined with poison · sonous, since the berries can be 
ivy should not be brought in the preserved but lea ve~ of the 
house for burning in fireplaces plant are deadly to humans and 
he cautioned. An oil fume, livestock he cautioned. 
which causes a deathly respir- " The woodlands' best 
atory affliction, drifts from the friends are the squirrels,'.' 
na·mes of· this fallen wood. Runkle contends. "Squirrels 

Jewel wood or " touch-me- ke~p changing the woods and 
not" is a neutralizing effect for should be protected and not 
poison ivy. If one washes with killed. Deers are wopd's brow­
this plan t within 30 minutes sers, preferring to eat leaves 
after encountering poison ivy, and twigs. 
this treatment is effective, With a twinkle , Runkle re­
Runkle contipued. The plaHt is l~tes the time he prepare9 a 
processed and bottled for sate dish for a potluck.supper where 
in the eastern states. he was a guest speaker for a 

He noted also, one may not be women's club . Runkle collect- · 
affected for years by poison ivy ed broadleaf milk weed, which 
but then suffer a severe attack may be harvested •from one to 
after walking through the 18 inches in height. Cooked up­
weed. til tender, the plant tastes like 

Wild quine is a medicinal asparagus and is nutritious 
plant, while water hemlock when mixed with a cream 
which1

· looks like small par- sauce. 
snips is poisonous. When plant Wheri he re ealed ingred­
seeds are the size of pea, it can ' ients had been collected while 
kill a person a nd at the size of a on a field trip, the dinner guests 
walnut will kill a cow. Beavers reacted with dismay. 

"There is a lot of enjoyment 
in eating unusual foods found in 
tile outdoors, but be sure you 
bave studied and chosen cor-

Photo '"Feat(.Jre rect plants ," Runkle con­
'· t~uded. 

. . By ' 
I 

Doris M cCartney 

DISCOVERS WILDLIFE- Sylvan Runkle, 
a retired biologist and botanist, who once 
served as a conservationist for Iowa, told 
Chuck Krueger, Amana high school teach~ 
er, where some unusual woods a nd prairie 
specimens are found when county teachers 

~ ..•. 

FOCUS ON OUTDOORS - A trio of · Wil­
liamsburg teachers discussed plans for trip 
for their pupils after hearung Sylvan 
Runkle, a retired biologist and ·botanist 
speak OQ "Nature's Treasure Hunt", Wed-

met with the speaker for an outdoor educa­
tion workshop Wednesday, Aug. 20 at La}:{e 
Iowa. Runkle, an outdoors enthusiast, ap­
peared in hiking garb and wore his camp­
ing bowl-cup hooked to his belt. 

{ . 

I . .A 

nesday, Aug. 20, at Lake Iowa . Group, in· 
eludes Betty Golden, Marcia Wehner 7and 
Barbara Reynold, :elementary teachers. 
Far right, back to camera, is La urine Ham­
mes,'.English Valley's instructor. 



\MINE MATERIAL - Mrs. Vern (Lennis) Doehrmann, 
iamsburg, distributed materials to Iowa county teachers 
attended outdoor education workshop at Lake Iowa, Wed-

~ L'ay afternoon. Pictured, left to right. are Ba rbara Rey-

nold and Rhonda Hall (hidden) ; Ma rcia Wehner, partially hid­
den, all fifth grade; Debbie Bott and Betty Golden, both sixth 
grade, and Mary Welsh, principal, all Williamsburg. 



Plan Worksho·ps_. 
For Conservation · 
Educatio·n· 

Iowa-teachers interested in 
natural resources will receive 
training in conservation and 
environmental education in a 
~enes -o-f-October workshops. 
- · .. About. 400 teachers are ~x­
pected at three workshops, re­
ports Duane Toomsen, Des 
-Moines, chairman of the tlowa 
conservation education coun­
~il, prime sponsor · 
- First workshop will be held 
at Camp EWALD Strawberry 
Point, Oct. 3-4 primarily for 
teachers in northeast Iowa. 
Teachers iil central Iowa will 
attend the workshop at the 
$tate 4-H camp near Luther, 
Oct. 1o-11. 

·Both elementary and secoti­
&lary teachers will participate 
in environmental education 
discussions and field trips as 
part of the program said Toom­
sen, who also is environmental 
education consultant for the 
Iowa department of P\lblic in­
struction. 

Nearly two-thirds of the Iowa 
counties have organized con­
servation education commit­
t~s. County conservation 
boards have established out­
door classroom facilities. 
Many schools are organizing 
outdor laboratories on school 
grounds _to make daily tea­
ching of conservation possi­
ble. 

Iowa teachers conservation 
camp held each summer by the 
Univer$ity i f Northern-Iowa is 
another activit_¥_. __ 
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Co servation W·ee 
Set For September 

Soii and water conservation 
week in Iowa will be Sept. 7-13, 
according to Min Amemiya, 
extension agronomist• at Iowa 
State University. 

He suggests orderly develop­
ment and wise use of land and 
water resources. "They are es­
sent\aJ o mai.ntain and en­
han~ ral and urban stan­
dar t living and to maintain 
an adequate food supply," he 
said: 

During the last two years 
Iowa has experienced its great­
est spjl erosion in 25 years, 
Amenliya said. · Soil and 
weaU.er conditions were ideal 
for U.is to happen. He said 
more people are now aware of 
damages resulting from im­
proper land use practices. 

Soil erosion prevention con­
tinues ta be an important task 
of farm operators and 
Amemiya encourages ,farmers 
to select land use pra~es that 
reduce soil and water move- . 
ment. On row crop land be 
advocates such practices as 
contour farming, strip crop­
ping, grassed waterways, 
diversions, terraces, and con-

servation; tillage syste'ms that 
leave soil surfaces rough and 
protected with plant re~idues . 

On sloping land considered. 
too steep for continuous row 
crops, the agronomist encour­
ages crop rotations or conver­
sion to permanent grass or 
grass-legume coyer. 

Soil movement by wind also 
can be a problem, especially on 
flat land.Amemiya suggests 
cropping and tillage systems 
that leave the surface rough 
and protected with a mulch of 
plant residale to reduce soU 
movement by wind. . 

Soil erosion by water and 
wind can also occur on land dis­
turbed .for non-agricultural 
uses. The same principles for 
oontrolling erosion on Farm­
land also apply in sue~ 
instances. 

'' If Iowa is to maintain its 
agricultu.ral heritage and· 
leadership, it can do so only by 
protecting its most valuable re­
source, the soil, from unn es­
sary degradation and los tis 
'Obvious that more e 
must be devoted t 
endeaver," Amemiya sai 

--------·-----------------------

SAVING OUR SOIL 
Editorial by Fred White, Iowa SCD Chairman . 

No one will argue the fact that we need to do more to save 
our high -producing Iowa soil. Being against · soil 
conservation is being against clean water , · plentiful food 
·supplies, a beautiful countryside, and other benefits of 
keeping so il in place. · 
But there's a difference between agreeing that we need to 
save our soil and taking steps to make sure that we actu ­
ally do. The record in Iowa (Soil Conservation Service 
figures) shows we have a corps

1 
of conservation landowners 

who have made significant gains in protecting their land, 
'but it also shows we've a long way to go. 
On the average, Iowa farmers are losing 2 bushels of topsoil 
on unprotected sloping land for every bushel corn they 
produce. That's 230 bushel of soil per acre each year, or 
about 1/12 inch of 1topsoil. We have about 6-8 inches left 
from an original 12-14 inches of topsoil on these slopU:;ig 
lands. At present rates, then, in 100 years the ..topsoil couid 
be gone. 
With increases in row crop averages, progress has been slow 
in protectin'g ·our land against erosion. Only a ~ittle more 
than a third of Iowa's land has been protected in the 40 
years since the soil conservation movement began after dust · 
storms in the mid-1930's 
The point is, we need to get conservation practices on the 
land at a much faster pace than we have in the past. We 
need that extra nudge to turn the "talkers" into the 
"doers". . . 
The "doers" should be each of us, for we all have a sta~e in 
keeping our land productive and in keeping sediment out 
of our streams and lakes. Conservation practices help the 
landowner .·-but they also benefit every one ~f us that depend 
on the land. We should all expect to pay our fair sh<ke. 

·~ 
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Have Made SJ.Jbstantial Progress --

Saving IoWa Soil-Is 
Less Than Half Done 

Numerous terraces, ponds, 
and protective grass water­
ways have been built in Iowa 
along with millions of acres of 
cropland protected against soil 
~sion with crop residues. Yet 
flie job of saving Iowa's soil is 
less than half done. 

"More than 100,000 Iowa 
landowners are cooperating 
with local soil conservation 
districts to protect soil on their 
farms," says William Brune, 
state conservationist for U. S. 
Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS). They've made 
substantial progress, but job of 
soil conservation is so vast bulk 
of work is ahead." 

and that will put more stress on erosion rate is averaging about 
land," adds Brune. "One of 10 ton of top soil per acre. 
biggest challenges will be to Those losses are higher than 
protect cropland." limits set by soil conservation 

Brune and Brya{\t see districts as part Qf Iowa soil 
conservation tillage, ptactice conservancy act. ~gislation 
of leaving last year·s- crop provides offer.ederS could be 
residues on soil surface, as a held in contempt of court if 
major soil saving method. This average annual soil losses are 
method alone could control soil over 3 to 5 tons per acre, and 
losses on 40 percent of Iowa's sediment produced harms 
cropland. another landowner. 

More land could be protected Landowners can receive 75 
by using conservation tillage percent cost-sharing to solve 
and terraces together, says soil erosion problems with 
Brune. conservation measures, he 

His estimates on some major noted. 
conservation practices needed Brune praises those who 
in Iowa are: voluntarily practice soil 

I 
cent of actual 1cost of 
conservation practice. How­
ever, when an individual must 
build a conservation structure 
to control sedimeiJt under man­
date by law, the amount of 
assistance can be up to 75 per­
cent of the cost. 

Only permanent 
conservation practices are 
eligible for cost-share 
assistance under Iowa 
program, explains Greiner. 

Iowa county district soil 
conservationist Harry Bryant 
said 1,075 Iowa county farmers 
are co-operating with soil 
conservation distr:ict. He 
added there are about 1,400 
farmers in county. 

Terraces - . 368,000 miles conservation. They have been 
needed; 60,000 miles built. foresighted enough to know 

Waterways - 349,000 acres everyone must look af long-

Permanent practices in­
clude terraces, erosion control 
structures, grassed water­
ways and outlets, critical area 
planting, diversions, diversion 
dams, field windbreaks and 
tree planting. 

However, some conservation SANDERSFELDS USE POND FOR CONSERVATION -
districts are limiting number Millan. Sandersfeld, Williamsburg, has added a pond to his sys­
of practices for . which tern of terraces to aid in soil conservation. According to Louis 

Sandersfeld, who farms the land, between 60 to 65 acres are 
drained into pond. 

"One fact that makes 
progress look slow in Iowa is in­
crease in row crop acreage. 
Land that was adequately pro­
tected with rotations 10 or 15 
years ago is subject .to severe 
erosion when it' continually 
cropped," Brune said. 

SCS figures show that since 
1960 more than four and one­
half million acres of land have 
been treated for erosion. But in 
same time row cropping in­
creased by over five million 
acres. 

"There will be continued 
demand for crop production, 

needed; 200,000 acres built. term effects of using land, he 
Ponds- 92,000 needed; 37,000 added. 

built. Landowners and operations 
Drainage - 360,000 miles who plan conservation 

needed; 260,000 miles built. practices have financial 
Grade stab i 1 i z a ti on assistance programs avail-

structures - 47,000 needed; able to them. 
18,000 built. These programs are state 

Conservation tillage is soil conservation cost share 
practicedonafourthofiowa's program and fede al 
cropland. '!:here is state-wide agricultural conservation 
potential for rrlore program (ACP) , according to 
conservation tillage, he said. ' William Greiner, director of 

"We had some serious Iowa department of soil• 
erosion in state this year," conservation. 
says Brune. Average soil loss Eligible recipients are 
each year on unprotected assisted on a local basis 
sloping land is about 13 tons per through soil conservation 
acre. That is about 230-bushels districts. 
of soil per acre." Amount of ·state cost-share 

Bryant said Iowa county's assistance can be up to 50 per-

assistance will be provided. vaiiability of funds and prac-
~lso, state funds are· not for cost-share program. 

available to landowners or Harry Bryant, Iowa county 
operators unless they •are co- strict soil conservationist, 
operators with so i 1 many county farmers 
conservation district anti have ve made applications for 
signed an agreement to this nds to implement soil 
effect. nservations practices: how-

Several soil conserVation r, he said demand "far 
districts and . co~nty ASCS ~t=.x:ce~ects" money available. 
committees are reporting a e said county has received 
heavy signup for cost-sharing ooo from state and $54,000 
assis,ance, according to federal government for 
Greiner. ation work. Bryant 

Landowners and -operators · ed "when building a pond 
who contemplate building con- from $4,000 to $5,000 and 
servation structures this year rracing runs about $100 acre 
should contact their local soil rids allocated don't go very 
conservation district or coun- ar." 
ty committee · to determine •Bryant said many farmers 

re doing conservation work 
11n1en1se!JVE~s without help from 

sistance programs because 
it pays off in the long run." 
Technical assistance for 
esign and layout of 

servation practices is 
ailable through local soil 
nservation districts . 

..,,,.,..,nn•nol are provided by Soil 
•:r.nc.oruation Service and state 

Iowa. 1 
For landowners and 

tors who need assistance 
inance their s~are of cost of 

conservation · practices, 
· er suggests that they 
tact Farmers Home 

ministration or local banks. 

DOEHRMANN BUILDS EROSION CONTROL DAM- Allan , 
Doehrmann, WiUiamsbufll, as btJilt an erosion cqntrol dam 
and a grass waterway on his farm north of Williamsburg. He 
said he was losing too much subsoil through erosion and ~oted 

when soil is gone there is none to replace it. Previously, he built 
a pond hich is1ocated 80 rods north of control am. Doehr­
mal'hl said watershed area which runs into waterway eru­
compasses 170 acres . 

DIRECTED TOWARD CREEK - Water 
gathered by erosion control dam on Allan 
Doehrmann' s farm is channeled toward Old 
Man's creek by pipe extending through 
dam. Doehrmann is one of five farmers in 
county who have signed long-term 
contracts with federal government for con­
servation work. They have agreed to do all 

necessary conservation work on tbeir 
farms in a period up to 10 years. Limit 
government will pay is $2,500 a year. Others 

, with long-term contracts are Lawrence 
Quinlan, Marengo; Helen Donohoe 
Williamsburg; and Marvin Slaubaugh and 
Gene Stoltzfus, Wellman. 

' ' 



RECEIVE AWARDS- Iowa county soil conservation service 
Wednesday evening, Oct. 29, cited five for participating in 
farm improvements and conservation education at an annual 
dinner. Lanny Hartgrave and Mrs. Helen Donohoe, both Wil-

msburg, seated front left to right, were given the tenant-
1 downer citation; while the Clifford Heitshusens. South 

Recognition Goe 

':il';kt ' 
Amana, won the long.-time cooperator award. Standing are the 
James McGrorys, Ladora, who received the new cooperator 
award. Far right is Dan Becker, Williamsburg, who was given 
teacher citation. His wife, also a teacher, stands beside him. -
Photo: Doris McCartne~. 

Co nse rvat ion Awards G • 1ven 
Soil conservation citations 

M re conferred on five Iowa 
county residents at an annual 
recognition dinner Wednes­
day evening, Oct. 29 in Middle 
America restaurant, near Wil­
liamsburg. 

Spopsored by the county soil 
coJIIervation service, awards 
were liven by the Iowa county 
Farm Bureau. Larry Beyer, 
Marengo, chaired the cere­
mollles. 

Tile Clifford HeUshusens, 
Soldll Alnana, received the 
lo IIJne cooperator award for 
&he ost complete conserva­
doil prograln established this 
year. 

The Heitshusens own and 
o~rate 200 acres in Iowa town­
lblp. They have 170 acres in 
crops and 20 acres in pasture. 
About 150 acres of the crop land 

has been adequately 
for erosion control. 

treated acres of pastured have been re- terraced, they U need 
nov~;~ted. another 44 acres in terraces. 

Strip cropping has been es­
tablished on 100 acres and 4.3 
acres are in grassed water­
ways. Crop residue is used to 
protect ,the soil in winter. 

Cited for the owner-tenant 
program were Mrs. , Helen 
Donaiioe and Lanny Hart­
grave, both WilliamsfJurg. 
Hartgrave operates · the 282 
acre farm owned bY Mrs. 
Donahoe, whi( h has been sign­
ed into a long term agreement 
with both SCS and the Agricul­
tural Soil Conservation Ser­
vice for conservation im-
provements. ~ 

Some ere~ of cropland 
has ced, 1,500 feet.of 
diversion terraces have been 
built, an erosion control 'struc­
ture has been completed a~d 20 

Hartgrave farms a total 760 One erosion control structure 
acres and has had 2,000 feet of has been built. 
ditch filling completed. He , Assisting with awards pre­
raises 50 head of cattle, 700 to sentations were Vemon San-
800 hogs, and produced corn on dersfeld, Fred White and 
186 acres and soybeans on 160 Richard Mouchka, members of 
acres this year. His hay and county SCS. 
pasture program is on 130 Dan Becker, WilliBlnsburg 
acres. ' sixth grade teacher, won &he 

The James M rorys, La- .teacher conservation award, 
dora, won the ·new cooperator for his class projects. Becker 
award for malting soil con- and his wife, Ruth, have 
serva&ion improvetnents in the attended two consecutive state 
past two years. Their 430 acre conservation workshops. 
1arm is in Hartford township, Ralph Leigh, Marengo, 
where ther have 400 acres in game conservationist, pre­
crops and 20 acres in pasture. sented ·a slide program, 

Some 300 acres of cropland "_Upper 19wa River Canoe 
has . n treated 'for erosion Trip". 
control, while 11.5 acres_are es- A number' of local banks par­
tablished in waterways. While ticipated in recognition pro-
20 acres of cropland has been gram. 

-TEAM PARTICIPATED - Those from 
Ibwa Valley taking part in the soil judging 
contest Oct. 8 at the Patterson farm south of 
Kalona ·were front row left to right Randy 

Burg And IV Vo-Ag Teams 
Judge Soil Near Kalona , . 

Soil judging teams from Contestants were asked to 
Williamsburg and Iowa Valley judge surface features of the 
vocational agriculture classes land il)cluding position and 
participated along with four slope along with soil features. 
other teams in a soil .iud~in~ Soil features judged included 
contest south of Kalona Oct. 8 . . thickness of surface, textuJ1! of 

Contest was held on the surface an subsoil, soil depth, 
Pat.rson Seed farm and was and native vegetation. • 
sponsored by Iowa, Johnson, Contestants were al~o asked 
and Washington counties' soil to judge soil problems, land 
con ervation service. capability, and possible u-.or 

Mid-Prairie won three high land, both agricultural i nd 
individual honors, as well as non-agricultural. 
placing first and third in lfiam-c;~ ~earn from W ~shingt.qJfan~ 
scoring. Keota was seconcl in · Henton ())Jbmumty al~ 
team scoring. ' part in contest. 

Dickel, Scott- Stanerson , 
back row: Robert Taylor, 

Fritz, Arlin Karsten, La-



PARTICIPATE IN JUDGING- :vtembers 
of Williamsburg's soil judging team 
competed in a contest south of Kalona Oct. 
8. Included, first row, left to right , were 
Dennis Wichmann, Glen Schlesselman, and 

Helmuth Iburg. Second row: Richard 
Dermody, Randy Jones, Blake Hagen. Dan 
Williams, and vo-ag instructor Rick 
Cooper . . 
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Give your land the shape 
you'lllove to farm ••• 

and boost your profits I 

lnformiation Meeting on Conservation Work for 1976 an'd how to qualify for cost-sharing. Attendan~e at 
this m1~eting 'could qualify you for priority in construction and cost-sharing. SCS Technicians, ASCS 
Personnel and Contractors will be available to answer questions. 

MEETING WILL BE IN THE· WILLIAMSBURG HIGH.SCH.OOL LU.NCH ROOM CtN 

' . 

' 

IOWA COUNTY 
SOIL CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 AT 7:30P.M. 

MEETING SPONSORED BY 



_,. 

It's · Up to Each of . Us .to 
Preserve the Good Earth! 

W e tend to look upon the land as an end­
less spring of resourc . But it's not! Our 

most valued n~tural assets miag ess 
al:!unda . It's time to realize that we get fro~ 
the land. on.ty what we put into it. 

. we mu:st. treat it with care in order to prop- . 
erly 11tilize nature's resources, rather than 

drain them ~ . . preserve our -countrysides and 
waters, rather than des_troy th~. And it's never 
too late to start. doing something about it! 

W hat ~retake away from the land, we can re­
place:. How? By curbing the wasteful use 

of our energy sources. Recycling. Replanting. 
Revaluating our needs. And most important, 
working together, to preserve a clean, healthy, 
and thriving environment. Let's start now. 

I ..-

· If interested in Soil Conservation for this. year, 
contact Soil Conservation Service AS SOON AS 

·POSSIBLE ... 

1J'his Ad Contributed 

in the Public Interest By 

GAHRING CONST. INC .. 

/ 

I 

Soil Conservation Contractor & l.and Improvement Contractor 
Office: 668-2565 If No Answer 668~1878 or 668-2420• 

•R R. 2; Box 106 A •Williamsburg 

< I 

BUFFALO 
SYSTEM 

of CONSERVATION TILLAGE 
REDUCES $OIL-LOSS 

~ONSI:RVE.S _MOISTURE -

-sAVES TIME AND FUEL 

INFORMATIONAL 
PROGRAM 

FRIDAY I FEB~ 6, 1:30 p.M. 

FARM BUREAU BUILDING . . 

North Side of Square- Williamsburg, Ia. 
. . 

SLIDES & COMMENTARY -- ERNEST BEHN 

Bud Fleischer and Pat Heiken from-the factory, 
·and other Conse!rvationists, will be there to 

- answer. your questiions: 

Cclffee & Donuts 

BUFFALO BY FLEISCHER 

MAXE~Y SERVICE 
R.R. 2 William burg . Phone 668-1314 

A~ Iowa County Advjsory Board meeti~g for the J~•Cedar 
R~ers Conservancy · District will be held at the Williamsburg 
~·!Y ~a_ll at 7:~D.P:m~ T~ursday, February ~9, 1976. The public 
ISh mv1ted to partiCipate m this meeting which is concerned with 
t e.future of the ~~tural r1esources in the Iowa and Cedar River 

. Basms. . . 
Topics to be discussed will be the progress to date of the con- 'f 

sarvancy.plans, possible financing, sub-areas within the Iowa and 
Cedar R1vers and any other topic that anyone wishes 'to bring 
up. 



LOOK OVER RECORDS - The Allan 
Doehrmanns, who farm north of Wil­
liamsburg, look over ~orne of the re­
cords of their farming operations. 
Mrs. Doehrmann noted they bave used 

the same system of record keeping for 
a number of years. In addition to re- ­
cords detailing everyday operation 
they also keep records on soil con­
servation work done on their farm. 
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Corn Growers Conservatl·on- conservation work. He sai perhaps this could be a< 
Expand Subjects For . . complished thr.ough COlT 
Annual Convention (Cont.mued from page 3) munity colle es nee 

I - erva Ion servic 
The 1976 Iowa Corn Grow- kind to be held in the Unite has discontinbed tr,ainin 

ers'. association (ICGA) States., prog._ram_s. ;._·- ~ ~·' c.•-~ 
convention will be held on Lool( At Soil Problems _ ~ ~ - - _, 
Mar. 1, 2 at the Merle Hay He added Bob Williams, Feb. 9-10, Bryant sai1 
Howard Johnson's motel, Natio111al Association of there will be training scho1 
Des Moines, according to · Conservation Districts, sel- for land contractors c 
Thurman Gaskill~ presi- ected ][ow a county as one of Kirkwood community co 
dent. three counties in each of six lege, Cedar Rapids. PUJ 

Francis Bjestrom, rural states to visit in relation to pose is to ·alert contractor 
Whittemore, secretary and current proolems with soil to soil , conservation se1 
convention chairman, says conservations work. vice criteria and promot 
the expansion to a two-day . . better understanding 6c 
convention will provide ad- Wdbams a~so looked aw. tween the SCS and land cm 
ditional tim~ . for pro- the pr~~gre.ss m Iowa coun- tractors, according to BrJ 
grams, providing perti- ty, acu~rdmg to Bryant, to ant. 
nent information to grow- as~ertam . what type of _ 
ers prior to planting. Addi- ~hmgs should ~e promote~ Training sessions a 
tion of a trade show will ex- m Con,gress. . Kirkwood will encompas 
pose producers to a variety Bryant noted one' of . the the six soil conservatio 
of products. A women's pro- things necessary is getting districts in the Kirkwoo 
gram has been added, also. more people trained in soil area . 

TREE AND WILDLIFE INFORMATION MEETING 
People interested in planting trees or developing wildlife areas are invited to come .to the 

Williamsburg ASCS Office Friday, February 13 between 9:30 a.m. and 3:30p.m. Information 
will be available from Bob Kurtt, Wildlife Biologist, Bob Hibbs, District Forester of the Iowa 
Conservation Commission and Harry Bryant, District ConserVationist of the Soil Conservation 
Service. _ 

Printed material will be available for anyone interested in trees or wildlife. Order forms will 
be available for those wishing to make orders for trees or shrubs for reforestation or wildlife. 
Assistance will be given in the filling out of the order forms and determining the kinds and 
amount of trees and shrubs to order.· 

Prices for 1976 nursery stock is $2(l to $25 per thousand plus tax and stfipping. . 
. Homeowners, farmers or anyone who has ian interest in tree planting, wildlife or conserva-

tion of natural resources are welcome. Any aspect of conservation will be discussed from soil 
conservation, water control, wildlife habitat, h~mting, any type tree planting, tree management 
and marketing. 

Cost Share !=ot· Work~ -

Limits Set o·n Soil 
Lost By Erosion 

Since 1973 Iowa county er or occupant of the land ary soil and water 'conser­
has received $82,6SO from which such erosion is occur- vation work is available 
the s~te for cost sharing at ring. · too. Temporary measures ' 
a 50 percent rate for those Commissioners of a soil could ' include @Ianting 
farmers doing permanent conserVation district with- annual or biennial cover 
soil conservation work. in which the erosion occurs, crops, strip-cropping, con-

Iowa has had a soil con- owners of any property so tour planting, mrnimum ·or 
servancy policy since July damaged or the board ofthe mulch tillage,' etc. · 
1, 1971 altho~gh final adop- conservancy district whose Failure to comply with 
tion of the policy did not go improvement is damaged administrative orders in 
into effect until Aug. 3., !972 may require abatement of specified time can result in 
at the close of• hearings on the nuisance. district court orders, with / 
regulations. So-if --com1n:missioners bu_rd~n · of proof on com- ( 

The policy is "to pre- have the authoritytO-CJ_assi- missioner~· , 
serve and protect the pub- fy land in the district onlhe..-... . ~n addition t~ the _cou.nty -' 
lie interest in the soil and basis of topography, soil sOtl conser~atwn districts 
water -resources of this characteristics, current there are-SJ..X conservancy 
state for future 1genera- use, other factors affecting districts witli'in-:-.t~~ state. 
tions". Not only can the erosion. They also have Iowa county IS 1n- - th..~ 
policy encourage, p~romote authority to establish dif- Iow~-Cedar Rivers on~ ex­
and faellitate work,, where ferentsoil loss limits fordif- tendmg north to the Mmne­
pubHc -interest requires it ferent classes of land in ·he sota borders in Worth and 
can lnandate conservation district. Mitchell counties, south to 
and oper control and use Hearings on the proposal w~ere the low~ and Ced~r , 
of Io "'Seil and water re- wer-e held Aug. 3, 1972 m the Rivers empty mto the Mis-

. ccording to Harry district. . sissippi a.t the ~ast edge of 
Bry · . -~;Iowa county dis- Com p 1 a in t s . that the. state m L?msa and Des 
trict sod conservathmist. damages by sediment Momes counties. 

Measures include but are resulting from excessive 
not limited to control of erosion on land of another 
floods,_ contr~l of erosiqn by must b~ filed in writ~ng w~th 
water or wmd, pneserva- the sml conservatiOn dis­
tion of quantity or the qual- trict. They investigate com­
ity pf water fo r op•timum plaints. Voluntary compli- · 
use for agricultural, irri- ance is sought after notifi­
gation , recreational, in- cation to owner. 
dustrial and domestic pur- Wheri an administrative 
poses. order is necessary, it is 

Limit Soil Erositon issued by district commis-
The conservancy district sioners to those found in 

law charges commis- violation. Landowners 
sioners of the 100 Iowa soil have six months to start, 12 
conservation districts with months from date of order 
establishing and adminis- to complete needed erosion 
tering regulations Himiting contror practices. Con­
rates of soil erosion on land struction site erosion con­
in the district. trol must begin 'within .five 

Iowa county commis- days, be completed within 
sioner~ established -soilloss 30 day~:'"of date of order. 
limits of fro~four to five · Cost Sharing , 
tons' on farln land in this Cost sharing is available 
county. The· rate is that· on ·projects which commis­
recommended -for .maxi- sioners determine. For per-
mum soil losses of agricul- manent conservation wor,k- / 
tural and horticultural planting of perennial ! 
lands by the state. grasses, legumes, shrubs 

Soil erosion is declared a or trees, establishment of ..,./ 
nuisance if it results in or grassed waterways, con-

-contributes to damage by ~struction of terraces, etc. - . 
siltation to any internal im- 75 percent of installation 
prov'ement of a c:onser- cost is available. 
vancy district or damage An amount set annually 
by siltation to property by the state soil conserva-. · 
oth~r than that of the own- tion committee for tempor-
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Luok For Lasting Projects-
/ 

Set Priorities FOr 
·conservation Measures 

--

/ 

Objectives of the .. agri- Selected for priority were: servation work completed · 
cultural conservation pro- they continue. 

h Water containment re-grams are to cost s are . Forestry 
i h bl. f d d · servmrs; w t pu IC Ultl s en unng The forestry practices 'for 

soil and water conserva- Waterways; 1976 will be the same as for 
tion measures on farmland Terraces; 1975 and include tree and · 
which the farmer would not Diversion Terraces; wildlife plantings. Bob 
do without cos:t sharing ex- Permanent seeding; Hibbs, district forester, will 
plains. Carl Lantz, direc~o,r Strip cropping. be in the ASCS office in Wil-· 
of the agricultural stabih- liamsburg Friday, Feb. 13, 
zation conservation ser- t 'th th f For water containment to mee WI ose armers 
vice. structures and waterways interested in tree or wild-· 

Program· development conservation, measures in life plantings. 
for year is p1lanned by · a ~e drainage area will need Because of limited fund!!l 
group compo!led of repre- to have b-:~n taken by the for cost sharing conserva·· 
sentatives of state and fe- farmer Pt:~Or to ~e appro- tion work, those farmers _ 
deral agricultural agen- val ~f the mstalla.taon of the who .have not received cos1~ 
cies heads and board metn- partat:ular practace Lantz sharing during the pas1~ 
bers. 'lbe policy group met explamed. year ot: more from either 
in Iowa county Thursday, ASCS or soil conservatlon 
Jan. 22, after agency beads Farmers will be encou- service will be given a 
bad attend~ed · district raged to plant temporary higher priority for cost sha·· 
meetings in Fairfield to cover such as oats in the rl~g funds the group said. 
learn fund availability ear- area in which the work is to · 
lier in the week. be done so the work will be A listing of conservation 

· spread over a . longer practices and expla~ation 
Practices, according to period. While farmers want "of .the program Will be~ 

. the local group wnich will to do conservation work be- malled to all farmers when 
1 have priority ure' those con- fore and after regular crop- · appro~al of ~e county pro-· . 
side red pennanent or of an ping season, It makes too gram 1s .r~ce1ved f~m the: . 
enduring type practice. short a season to get con- state office. 

/) 9 . 
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.·scs· Commissioner. Will. 
Be Elec:t~d ·In November . 

One soil conservation dis­
trict commissioner will be 
elected in the general elec­
tioniri Iowa county this fall. 

This is the first time that 
the elections will be held 
\With tbe general election; 
always before a special 
election was held said 
Ha,rry Bryant, district con­
servationist. ' Commissio~n­
ers will ·be elected on a non­
political basis. 

The term is for six years 
starting Jan. 3, 1977. R.J. 
(Dick) Mouc·hka, Ma­
rengo, is presently serving 

on the board and his term 
will expire as of Jan. 3, 1977. 

Qualifications and re­
sponsibilities of the· posi­
tion are available at the dis­
trict office in Williams­
burg, 600 Court street. 

Nomination petitions can 
be obtained either at the 
county auditor's office or 
the district office. The peti­
tion shall be signed by at 
least 25 eligible elector~ of 
the district and returned to 
the county auditor on or be­
fore Aug. 28, to be included 
on the ballot. 

PROTECT YOUR TIMER, Bob Hibs~ District Forester 
"Iowa Forest Fac'ts", distributed 'by the Foresw 

Section of the Iowa Conservation Commission, ·· 
credits Iowa County with 30,000 acres of forest land 
(8% .of the total ·county ar:ea}. S,tate of Iowa totals 
for all counties show 2.6 mill ion. acres of forest land, 
or 7.3% of all Iowa land area. This data was obtained 
as a result of U.S. Forest Service inventory in 1954. 

In 1975, preliminary data was released from 
survey work concluded in 1974. The new survey 
shows a 39% decrease in l~wa County forest land in 
the last twenty years. Acreage totals have decreased 
from. 30,000 acres to slightly over 18,000 acres, or a 
loss· of 590 timbered acres per year. Statewide the 
loss of woodlands has been even greater. From 2.6 
million acres two decades ago, Iowa has declined in 
woodland resource to only 1.4 million acres, a de-· 
crease of 46%. 

What is the reason for such a decrease? Ar~ 
commercial loggers that- destructive? Have-we lost-
trees to fire, insects, and disease? · The answer is not 
surprising to anyone familiar with Iowa's number one 
industry: food production. 

Iowa_ timberland has been Cleared for crop prod­
uction since the early 19th century. At the time of 
settlement, Iowa had between five and seven million 
acres of woodland. Clearing land was a part of the 
pioneer ethic, ahd remains so even today. Increased 
grain prices allow and encourage more intensive use 
of the most marginal land. Yes, trees such as elm 
have been lost to disease. Insects and fire have not 
been problems, but could be at any time. Loggers are 
a problem only in that they may make land-clearing 
more ~rofitable. Were it .not for loggers, cleared trees 
would t>e piled and burned, wasting the renewable 
wood resource . 

Cropland clearing is by no means the only threat 
to timber, and may not be the largest threat. Only 
5,014 acres of Iowa County forest land is in the 
Forest Reserve (protected from grazing}. I have esti-
mated that 80% of all Iowa woodlands are pastured. 
This practice by itself constitutes clearing of the 
land. No tree can withstand year after year of soil 
compaction, erosion, root destruction, and bark dam­
age. Sooner or later, all pastured trees will die of live­
stock destr~ction. Older timber being grazed cannot 
adequately reseed itself, since livestock will trample 
and eat young seedlings (except the thorr;1v weed 
species}. 

If · you own a timber tract and are concerned 
about the loss of a -natural resource, consider the ad­
vantages of maintaining the area. You.'ll be provid­
ing wildlife habitat. You can profitably harvest trees 
occasionally; · you can reduce your taxes to about 
fifty cents per acre, while still realizing the increase 
in land value. You can enjoy the aesthetic benefits, 
and be proud that you are preserving a part of the 
Iowa heritage. Additionally, there are Federal funds 
available through your local ASCS office for fenCing 
and imprpving your timber stand. Take a good, hard 
look. before you clear land; the cost of clearing may 

· cost more than the purchase price of open' ground. 



Thursday, Feb. 26( 1976. Iowa County Farmer · 

Use Has Begun lin Cou·nty-

Minimum Tillage .l·s.Hailed 
As M.~thod ·Of The Future 

\ 
,Qneoutofeverytenacres .the previous crop remains Ernest Behn Boone far- save time and labor, 

planted to corn, soybeans on the s:oil as cover. mer who is an 'advocate of especially on contour land: 
or sorghum is worked by Saves Fuel t~e minimum tillage prin- Beyer s~i~ h~, is ':pret~y 
minimum tillage accord- Mininnum tillage is re- c1ple, noted if ridges are much s~t1.sf1ed .with his 
ing to the Iowa cuunty soil puted to save fuel costs for !lsed over the fields and put use of mm~mum t!llage. At 
conservation service. the farn1er since he does not m place during the fall the_ present he IS ~armm~: about 

Minimum tillage has have to · plow or disc the top of the ridge will! warm ~00 acres usmg the meth· 
been hailed by some far- fields and can apply agri- up in the spring faster than 9d. . 
mers as saving them time chemicals in one oper; the rest of the soil, allowing B~yer uses a chisel plow 
and labor. It also is said to ation He can also do p10re quicker ge-rmination of 
reduce soil erosion, con- of the work without tlie aid seed. 
serve moisture and pro- of additional help. One of the drawbacks of 
vide cover during the win- According to figures minimum tillage is slow-
ter. compiled by Purdue uni- germination because resi-

After the harvest, in the versity, farmers rated the due covered soil does not 
minimum tillage method, labor saving aspects of wa~l)1 up as quickly as that 
the crop residue is chopped .minimum tillage the. high- which has been plowed. 
or shredded, and a chisel est with moisture control Behn noted ridging in the 
loosens and opens the sub- second. fall for spring will take care 
soil to create a series of Wind and water erosion· of that problem: _ 
rQugh ridges that help wa- are lessened with the use of . He added the farmer can 
ter soak in and to prevent minimum tillage some ex- then "just knock the crust" 
soil blowing. , perts say. They note the off the ridge and plant ear-

Crop residue which re- cover ·left on the ground lier in the spring than he 
mains on the top of the soil, provides barriers to the loss was able to before. 
protects the soil from wind of topsoil. 
and water erosion during They note also leaving Weed Con~rol . 
non-growing seasons. residue on the fields pro- Weed control.•~ also ~n 

In the spring, the farmer vides cover for wildlife advantage ~-? mimmum til­
uses no-till equipment to- throughout the non-grow- lage accord.mg ~o some lar­
apply fertilizer, herbicides ing season. mers. Openmg ~ust a small 
and seed in one operation. Pasturing cattle on the a~ea and spr~~mg t~e res.t 
The soil is disturbed as 't- residue from last year's w~th a herbicide will eh­
tle as possible; sometimes crop is also a benefit onere:. · mmate .many of the pro b­
it is opened to a width of on- ceives from using a mini- lems With weeds between 
ly two or three inches. mum tilllage type of oper- ~ows that farmers exper-

Much of. the residue from ation. Ie~~ee United States De­
partment of Agriculture 
notes no piece of equip­
ment is best suited for· all 
conditions in minimum til­
lage operations. 

A farmer should evalu­
ate all the minimum tillage 
equipment available · f 
use in producing . · · . 
F_ac.tors·ttrt>e'Considered n­
clude climate, soil and his 
available labor power. 

Whether land is rough, ir­
regular or terraced also 
should be considered in pur­
chasing equipment. 

Larry Beyer, Iowa coun­
ty farmer who lives west of 
Marengo, said he began 
working with minimum til­
lage in 1968. He added the 
big advantage in using 
minimum tillage is erosion 
control. 

, · 

Page 9 
with twisted shanks. He in- I minimum tillage method 
corporates broadtast her- allows him to get his crops 
bicide and liquid nitrogen planted on time during the 
with a disc before planting. wet years when '1e other-

Some e~perts believe by wise would be unable to get 
the year 2000 45 to ~ per- · in the field as soon. 
cent of the nation's planted This year~. ~axey added, 
cropland will be planted us-· he plans to use the method 
ing minimum 'tillage meth- on 520 acres of ground. 
ods. Maxey said he uses no till 

Joh_n Maxey,, ~h~ farms on grassland being con­
southeast of Willia~sburg, verted to crop land~ When 
h~s . used bo~h no t~ll all;d corn follows corn, he ridges 
mimm!lm tillage m his the fields in the fall and 
operatiOn .for t~ree ~ea.rs. plants on the ridges in the 
Maxey said he Is satisfied spring 
with the practice, noting it · 
cuts cost of operation and The same equipment can 
cuts to "almost zero" ero- be used with some modifi­
slon on his land which is cation both in the grass no 
hilly. · till and ridging, accordin , 

Maxey said using the to Maxey. 

ADDRESSES-CROWD- Jerry Passer, WMT farm de-. 
partment, acted as master of cerenrwnies at C!,ll infor­
mational meeting on minimum and no till methods of 
farming FelY. 6. Meeting was held at the Iowa County 
Farm Bureau building, Williamsburg. A number of 
area farmers turned out to hear several speakers on the 
subject. 

Beyer noted it cuts down 
both wind and water ero­
sion on land. Cutting · of 
wind erosion has been par­
ticularly significant this 
winter with the lack of snow 
to cover the land. 

According to Beyer, us­
ing minimum tillage does 

MAKES A POINT - .Ernest Behn, 
Boone, was among the speakers at the 
no till meeting in Williamsburg Feb. 6. 
Behn advocates ridg:ing the soil in the 
fall so that it will be ready for planting 

in the spring. Behn said ridging the soil 
enables the soil in the top of the ridge to 
warm quickly in the spring and m ces 
for quicker germination of seed. 

/ 
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-~rJ!f .30th ANNUAL REPORT -
IOWA CIOUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Assistant Secnttary of Agriculture, Robert W. Long, in a speech before the 
30th Annual Me ting of NACO really put it to the commissioners to encourage 
non-cooperators t10 implement soil and wat~r conservation plans on their farms vo­
luntarily now. Fo1r if they don't, conservation by compulsion -·by force with some 
faraway bureaucrat setting up standardized rules and calling the shots - is just 
around the corner if we fail to get the job done voluntarily. 

Fred White, Chairman 
Iowa County _SCD Commissioners 

NEVV DISTRICT COOPERATORS FOR ,1975 ' 

Dean Hollopete!r 
Eugene Hanson 
Merwyn Betz 
Thomas Kinsey 
James Reynolds 
Wayne Forman~ek 
Hazel Shinn 
Harvey Von Ashen 
Duane Bloome 
JayDee & Kent Coffland 
Reed Bros. 
George Heller 
Darrell Zuber 
Larry Beyer 
Aric Graf & Don Engstrom 
Ursel & Orlen FHess 
Menzo Davis 
Richard Kaestner 
John Rush 

Duane Schaefer 
Ed O'Brhm 
Glen White 
Eugene Teggatt 
Dennis Sandersfeld 
Edwin Watkins 
Don O'Brien 
Ed & Don O'Brien 

' 1 Wilfrid Lillis 
Marvin Slaubaugh 
Harold Iburg 
Russell Schaffner 
Frank Naughton 
Otis Lindhart 
James Possehl 
Rollie Yoder 
First Presbyterian Church 

Mt. Vernon 
William Roemig 

TOTAL ACRES:·6,765 Acres 

BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS FOR 1975 

Larry MHier 
Duane Snyder 
Knoll Ridge Country Club 

·Duane Bloome 
George Heller 
Coffland Brothers 
Iowa County Land Fill 
Tom Kinsey 
H aTVey Von Ashen 
Douglas Tvedt ~ .. 
Owen Jones 
Russell Gorsh 
Jean Riepe-Marilyn Wisby 
Dean Wade 

Merlin Rieck 
Joseph Halsch 
. Lucile Randolph 
Kenneth Grimm 
Richard Kaestner 
Harold Me Lennon 
E I wood Schrock 
Clement Dermody 
John Kupka 
Raymond Grimm 
De Rycke Brothers 
Leonard Hartgrave 
Raymond Ballard 
Jerry Purdin 

TOTAL ACRES: 5,629 Acres 

BASIC ~ONSERVATION PLANS REVISED FOR 1975 

Edward Shima 
,Clifford Heitshusen 
Me-rwyn Betz 
John Maxey 
J.J. Kelly 
Dick Wetjen 

GBG Cattle Company 
Weise M isbach 
F.W·. Tomasek 
Vic Points 
Helen Donahoe 

· L.W. Martin 
Ray M. Yoder 

IOWA 
COUNTY 

SCD 
COMMISSIONERS 

Seated Left to right: . 
Keith Enochson, Fre!d 
White, Chairman and 
Vernon Sandersfel . 
Standing left to right: 
Larry Beyer, Dick 
Mouchka and David 
McCarney. 

WILLIAMSBURG, IO,WA 

IOWA 
COUNTY 

OFFICE STAFF 

Seated left to right: 
Harry Bryant & Lenn is 
Doehrmann. Standing 
left to right: Clem Me 
Bride and Millen San­
dersfeld. 

ISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
J 

Major Practi~es 

Conservation Cropping System 
· Contour Farming · 

Diversion Terrace 
Ponds 
Erosion Control Structures 

· Grassed Waterways 
Terraces 
Tile 

Other Services 

Referrals Serviced 
I 

Planning Practices · 

New District Cooperators 
Basic Conservation Plans 
Revised Conservation Plans 
Group Plans 
Group Inventories 1& Evaluations 
Farms Assisted 
Farms Applying Practices 

Unit 

Acre 
Acre 
Feet 
Number 
Number 

' Acre 
Feet 
Feet 

Number 

Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 

1975 

3,719 
1,574 

35,765 
12 
24 

88.4 
108,478 
572,860 

371 



IOWA COUNTY A Iowa Thursday, March 11, 1976 

lM- BUDGET 

Commissioners ExiPenses "' $ 
Office Supplies $ 
Printing $ 
Prizes for Contests $ 
Meeting Expense $ 
Office Expense $ 

245.75 
319.54 

58.30 
. 47.48 

15.47 
329.89 

CROP POWER IS 
SOIL POW~ A-···· I I 

CONSERVE IT! 
TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-75 $ 1,016.43 

I -M BUDGET 
Clerical $ 7,511.38 
Travel $ 91.58 
Technical s· 360.55 
Equipment $ 415.36 
TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-75 $ 8,378.87 

111-M BUDGET 1973-74 
Approved for Terraces $ 16, t36.72 
Approved for Diversions $ 1,575.00 

Approved for Terraces 
Approved for Diversions 
Approved for Structures 
Approved for Waterways 
TOTAL APPROVED 12-31-75 Approved for Structures $ 6,113.00 

Approved for Wa~orways $ 1, 707.50 
TOTAL APPROVED 12-31-75 $25,5.32.22 

Paid on Completed Terraces · 
Paid on Completad Diversions 
Paid on Compl.eted Structures 

$13,443.73 
$ 1,478.16 
$ 6,093.00 
$ 1, 41 

Approved for Terrc~ces 
Approved for Diversions 
App.roved for S~ructures · Paid on Complete Waterways 

tOTAL EXPEND -0 12-31-75 I $22,116.30 TOTAL APPROVED 12-31-75 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

MARCH 

MAY 

* The Iowa County Soil Conservation District 
!Education Committee met January 10. 

* Commissioners regular meeting was held Jan. 14. 
* Iowa County Tree Planting Meeting held 

.January 23 at ASCS Office. 

* Commissioners regular meeting was held 
February 19. · 

* Iowa County Soil Conservation District and 
Soil Conservation Service personnel moved to 
their new office at 600 Court St. on Feb. 24. 

* .I owa County Contractor's meeting held March 
li. 

* Comrilissioners .regular meeting was held March 
18. ~ 

* Regional Commissioners meeting was held 
March 19. 

* Annual Report was printed in the April 10 edi­
tion of the Iowa County Advertiser. 

* Commissioners regular meeting was held April 
'15 in Iowa City. . . 

* Conservancy District meeting was held April 17 
m Iowa City.-

* Annual Art Contest was held May 9. Winners in 
1the Senior High Division were: 1st. - Connie · 
Driscoll, 2nd. - Kevin Doehrmann, 3rd. - Kim 
Armstrong;· Junior High Division: 1st. - Darrell 
Schwarting, 2nd. - Sherri Becker, 3rd. - Ellen 
Evans; Elementary Division: 1st. - Denise 
• Joseph, 2nd. - Barb Ballard, 3rd - Becky Witte. 

* Commissioners regular meeting was held May 
13. 

1975 

DISTRICT 

· * Commissioners took the ASCS Committee and 
Staff on a tour of the county May 29 to see 
some of the conservation practices installed and · 
visit the 197 4 L T A farms. 

OICW,INC. 

111-M BUDGET 1974-75 

$19,776.90 
$ 2,262.50 
$ 5,250.75 
$ 550.00 
$27,840.15 

Paid on Completed Terraces 
Paid on Completed Diversions 
Paid on Completed Structures 
Paid on Completed Waterways 
TOTAL-EXPENDED 12-31-75 

I $17,522.93 
$ 1,868.72 
$ 3,871.09 
$ 396.29 
$23,659.03 

111-M BUDGET 1975-76 

$19,878.31 
$ 8,533.19 
$ 3,900.00 
.$ 32,311.50 

AUGUST 

• 

SEPTEMB~R 

OCTOBeR 

Paid on Completed Terraces 
Paid on Completed Diversions 
Paid on Completed Structures 
TOTAL EXPENDED 12-31-75 

$ 9,484 .. 96 
. $ 4,584.47 
$ 3,749.97 
$17,819.40 

* Harry Bryant, District Conservationist assumed. 
his duties as district conserv~tionist for Iowa 
County July 21. · 1 

' 

* Commissioners held their annual picnic at the 
horne of Commissioner Dick Mouahka on Au­
gust 8. 

* Iowa County Teachers Conservation Workshop 
was held August 20 at Lake Iowa. 

* Commissioners regular meeting was held August 
-26 . . 

/ 

* Annual Commissioners and Clerks Conference 
was held September 7, 8 and 9. Attending from 
Iowa County were District Conservationist 
Harry Bryant and Clerk Lennis Doehrrnann. 

* Commissioners regular meeting was held Sep­
tember 16. 

* Region X Commission~rs meeting was held 
September 16 at Kirkwood College, Cedar Ra­
_pids. 

* Fall Teachers Workshop at Strawberry Point 
was held October 3 and 4. 

* Soil Judging Contest was held October 8 south 
of Kalona. Contest was onsored by Iowa, 
Johnson and Washington Counties. Soil 'Conser­
vation Districts, Williamsburg & Iowa Valley 
Vo-ag classes and four other teams participated. 
Mid-Prairie won 3 high individual honors and . 
1st and 3rd place team honors. Keota placed 
second in team scoring. 

* Commissioners regular meeting was held Octo­
ber 28 . 

* Annual Conserv-ation Awards Banquet was held 
October 29 at Middle America. Winners were: 
Clifford Heitshusen, Long Time Cooperator; 
James McGrory, New Cooperator, and Mrs. 
Helen Donahoe-Leonard Hartgrave, Jr., Land­
lord-Tenant. 

JUNE * Commissioners regular meeting was held June 
J7. 1975 NOVEMB:ER * Special commissioners meeting was held Nov. 4. 

* Commissioners met for their regular meeting 
Nov. 18. There was not a quorum present. 

JULV 

* Duane Miller, District Conservationist for Iowa 
·County the past two years was, transfe.rred to 
the State Office. 

* Regional Commissioners meeting was held July 
8. 

* Commissioners regular meeting was held July 
5. 

DECEMBER 

* Commissioners regular meeting was held No­
vember 20. 

* Annual Christmas Party was held December 7 
at _the lronmen Inn, Iowa City. 

* Commissioners regular meeting was held De­
cember 16. -



'. By AI Swegle 
. t:l'. • 

tee members of the state soil con-
ser\ialton commission received nearly 
$10,000 in state soil cost-sharing funds 
in the Past three years at a time when 
fed~ral soil cost-sharing funds were se-

ment in -individual farmer's projects is· 
justified on the basis that society bene­
fits lrom the proj~t as much as the 
farmer. 

grflllt tg do conservation work over a 
nine-year period. 
· The third member of the committ~, 
Donald Johnson of Fairfield, applied·ter 
federal soil conservatioa cost-sharing 
funds during that period but was turn.td 
down. 

verel -cut back. · 

Critics note that a related federal 
agency, the Farmers Home Administra­
tion, prohibits etnployes , and board 
members from receiving FHA loans. A 
similar rule governing soil programs is 
needed, ~ritics say, since farmers receiv­
ing cost.:~ maney ~~e not required 

State records show that Johnson re­
ceived $5,374 in state funds in 1975-76 .. 
Kenny received $1,548.94 in state fUnds 
in 1973-74, and Hobson received $3,-
063.24 in the 1974-75 program year. 

·.· 

to refund the m · · · 

'I)• revelation is expected , to add 
fuel ~ the. already-heated debate over 
whethet soil conservation policymakers 
should be allowed to recei e govern­
mental assistance in making soil conser­
vation bDprovements. 

Critics questiort the propriety of poli­
cymakers receiviqg money from the 
program they are charged with adminis­
terin&, particularly since the money is 
an ·o~right gift rather than a loan. Agri­
c · Secr~tary ~arl Butz frequently 
rete to conservation cost-sharing as 
the ~al congressman's porkbarrel." 

A Gazette in igation showed that 
three of the eigh embers of the state 
soil consewatiorC ommittee received 
$9,986.18 · state il cost-sharing funds 
the past ree y s;. 

State aw does· not prevent the prac­
tice, loc~ officials contacted by The 
Gazette said rthe !;tate committeemen 
exerted "no press1,ll'e" in I securing the 

The three state commissioners . re­
ceived state aid during the time when 
federal soil cost-sharing funds. were in 
s~frt supply. ·Federal funds for 1973 
were not released until 1974, and. the 
1974 federal appropriation was cut in 
half. 

The three members of the state .. soll 
committee were all appointed by Gov. 

funds. · Robert Ray. · · 

$17,788.S51~ederal Funds 'Confllc~ of Interest' 

cost-sharing money is given free · 
to fatmers who ee to m~h the 

In addition to the state money, one of 
the commissioners, Thomas Kenny of 

rJ\ki'OD., received some $5,766.55 in fed-
er81 cost-sharin& ds . in. annual appro-

The chief critic of the practice, Neel 
Hill of Webster City, questions why the 
money was given to key soil workm 
when other farmers' applications · ·w~ 

priations, and it, Cal'roll Hobson 
of Eldora, recei fl2,000 federal 

·• .... 
· ~a-~1b~.,it6·Ptwe~l : fundtj dollar~for-d 'J . cpnstcuc-

tion Projects. The · ment s invest· 

:~ t.urnea. ctown. Hill would prohibit soil of- of them though\ Wi!S anythi~g !::: 
:~: ficials , from receiving · cost-sharing wrong with my · for state . :~ 
::~ funds. - funds, they woul have a"'nroved it," ·: 

- ~~ "This pra~tice of soil: officials receiv- Hobson said. t'r' ~ ' 
. :~ ing soil money leaves them wide open to "My thought was not to do anything .. 
:::: charges of conflict of interest," Hill con- . illegal. I w:~ted until the second year of ·: 
~:: tends. "Some of my closest friends have th t t ~ 1 f fu d I :.~: , e sa e prus~am to app y or n s." z. 
... engaged in this practice, but it 's still ::if. 
:::i questionable." ~rs Defend Method :~ 
~ Hobson, one of the state commission- Other· C<)nservationists contaCted by : i~ 
.. :: ers receiving cost-sharing funds, de· The GaZette last week defended the .... 
;;;; (ends the practice. practice; although some ackn~wledged ~· 
:;~ "I knew when I applied for cost-shar- that sucil cost-sharing grants should not ~-
:-:· ing funds that this information 'was pub- be made if soil officials are paid for the I 
;~; lio recordt Hobson said. "I don't mind · performance of their duties. ~ 
:::: people knowing that I support this pro- · =.~§ .. William Greiner, executive director . ;2 

:=:: gram. f th I d tftiQnt ~~ ·1 ~~-
:~: '""'at's how th1's progr. am got sta· rted . 0 e owa epar ~ ... ~~SOl conserva- · :~ 
.. ul tion, said it "woftlci- difficult to re- "' .j; TJlree men in Hardin county got togeth- emit highly qual · soil commission- _ ~1 

:::: er in 1945 to put on soil demonstration ers if commissioners were barred from •·· 
·:-: plots to show how it works. run into .';.:.:.:. •··· - participating in state or federal soil 
~~~l more cri\icism from some say that cost-sharing programs. ;::: 

.. ::;:t·~=.;:!.· . :~;::n:: ::::~:s:ners don't gr~;::,:~~e~~=~~;~:::/~~t ~~ .. :~ .. =: .. =J .. ::_:_:· 
apply for these funds, .. people won't be- to their work, and we just could not get 

the high quality commissioners if they ·:-: lieve in the program." .. 
···· ~ere not permitted to receive cost-shar-' :·:·: 
~~~l · Popular Program ing lunds. . ;::~ , 
~~: Other soil officials in Hardin county "I could see where such a restriction, .. ::: 

.. ~.~.: ftJdlcW:W~t:;:;~l~~a:;::~:r: i:'tn~~ ~~;d .!~e ~~edfo~ntjl~~rm::'.l":i~;:!: ~- :.:.l.l.l.: 

;!:! ·~gh funds to go around. The Hardin -tings, but that . uld . be extreme I 
~·. ~tor of the federal soil program, ~ve " ' :::~ 

~! .. ·=.:.; ~{;;:;~~·::~~~~~!~:::~ ~~~:f£i~~;~;:f~:~~~:~t ._.:: .. !:i=.:.·i:.i= .. ~ • . 

~ Hardin county rece~ved an allocation from receiving cost-s~aring funds. Thi 
:~ $57;000 in soil funds last year and is the standard fee given county co .•:> 
:·:· d applicatio(lfl for $180,000 in appro- mitteemen ·who supervise the feder ·:·: 

~:~;~.~:· ations, Thayer said. soil program adminis red by the Ag .l:.·.::=·.~=.·::: 
~; Hobson received no preferential culturat Stabilization .and Conservati 
~ tteatment in the federal long-term soil Service (ASCS) . . 
• ::: ntract as only two applications were Some conservationists have advoc~- !* 
~l . ~rned into the Har_d county ASCS of- ed pay for county soil commissioners 1~1 
~: e that year (1974-75), Thayer said. for some time use of the gret t ~.;~,; 
·:·:· th were approved, and '~both were amount of time devote to their dti... .. 

j::~··=.~::~:::: good ones," Thayer added. ties. The issue of whether commissioo- ' : ~.·~:·~~~: ~ 
Hobson's farm is located in the soutn- ers should receive soiL funds could sp .. ~~c 

:t east one-third of the county where "the moves to provide some compensatio ;;;; 
:.~ '· sl()pin,g land needs to be conserved," for their work~ , · ~ l:.~:.j 
·~: Thayer said. "It's a high priority area." The issue ceUid 8fSo ,clkr !"'~ 
:::: Hobson also chairs the Hardin county / tive·policy matter that could get ckiel'! .:'~ i soil conaer.vation: disQ'ict comlnission- .as tbe three-year-old. state st-ab ~ 
:~! ers, the bodY which approves the alloca-. ing program advance$ in age. . ... 
:::: tion of state cost-sharing funds. :::: 
:::: "We have five independent-minded Monday: What happened to the man :::: 
~:~: commissioners, and I'm sure that if any , who blew the whistle? · f~~f 
~!~:::::-.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::--::::::::m::::::::m::::::::::::-.::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::;:::::?.~:~:~~~=~=~=~=~=~=~=======~=========~===::·:·:::::::::::::~=~=:=~=====:::::::::::::::::::::::f;j; 
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ACP Encourages l 
Soil, Wafer · 1 

Conservation 
U.S. Department of Agri­

culture announced an $85 
million 1976 agricultural, 
conservation program 
(ACP) designed to encour­
age the application of en­
during soil and water con­
servation practices on the 
nation's farms. : ~~ · 

The objective is to obtain 
needed conservation on 
farmland ·beyond tha t 
which the farmer would ac- · 
complish with his own re­
soutces. 

The 1976 program will be 
administered by the agri­
cultural stabilization and 
conservation service 
through its farmer-elected 

1 

committee system. It will 
share with farmers appro­
ximately 50 percent of the i 
cost of carrying out ap- : 
proved soil, water and 
woodland conservation 
practices. 

Authority to develop 
practices needed to solve 
con$ervation problems is 
delegated to each · of

1 

USDA's farmer-elected 
county ASC committees. 
All approved practices in 
effect under the 1970 na­
tional ACP are eligible. 

State and . county ASC 
committees ·are responsi­
ble for identifying critical 
farm conservation pro­
blems in their respective , 
areas and developing and 
approving . practices for 
cost-sharing on a priority 
basis. ' 

Soil conservation ser­
vice will provide planning 
and technical assistance. 
Contracts involving wood­
lands also will get techni­
cal aid from the forest ser­
vice. The ext-ension service 
will assist with educational 
support. 

Program details will be 
available from county ASG 
offices. 

AWARDED FIRST PRIZES - Trophies were collect­
ed by th ree county youth for conservation posters sub­
mitted in the annual .contest sponsored by the Iowa 
County Soil · Conserv~tion District. Awards were given ' 
Friday, May 7 in Williamsburg elementary school. Top 
artists were Darrell Schwarting, first , senior division , 
Williamsburg high school; Becky Witte, first, junior 
high divi sion , Lutheran Interparish: and Mary Wet­
jen, first in elementary , Williamsburg. Posters were 
judged by wi ves of district commissioners May 4. · 

WIN ART PRIZES- Winners of post­
er contest, spon·sored by Iowa County 
Soil Conservation District were an­
nounced Friday evening, May 7 in Wil­
liamsburg elementary school by .F'red 
White . Parnell , chairman of commis­
sioners. Cited were, left to right. Paul 
Werner . Lutheran Interparish, sec­
ond. elementary division: Mary Wet­
jen, Willra msburg school, first. ele­
mentary: Doug Teggatz, Lutheran 
Interparish, second in junior . high: 

I 

Warren Jordan, Deep River-Millers­
burg, thirQ., elementary. Back row , 
Brenda Afp, third, junior high, Wil­
liamsburg; Darrell Schwarting , Wil­
liamsburg high school , first in senior 
division: and Becky Witte, Lutheran 
Interparish, first in junior high. Not 
present were Kevin Doehrmann, sec­
ond place, senior division, Williams­
burg ; an,d Gregg Gaines, third place, 
senior division, HLV. 
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Soil loss from this fall ~tlowed field in Iowa County is estimated 
at 50 tons per acre, after just one rain in late April. This is an 
8% slope, 200ft. long. 
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An estimated 950 tons of soil was lost from this water course in 
Iowa County after thB late April rains. This loss occurred be­
cause of uncontrolled water flow and no grass waterways. This 
water ran for 2600 ft. across this unprotected field. 
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Burg Sixth Graders 
Take Fiel.d 'Trip 
, · ·Sixth g rade students 

from Parnell used the 
money they earned selling 
refreshments a t the junior 
high baske tba ll games to' fi­
na nce a conservation field 
tnip. to Iowa county lake 
May 20 . 

Eighty -four s tudents 
"'we r e divided into seven 
g roups of 12. Each group 
accompa nied by a leader 
h iked ar:ou nd the lake, 
stopping at each of the six 
s tations set up at intervals . 

The leaders included 
Mar y Warner, Gail 
Stratton, · Mrs. Georg .... 
Smith, Mrs. Susan · Stoehl, 
Mrs. James Turner, Mrs. 
Vernon Schmidt, and Mrs. 
David Jennings . Mrs. 
Lennis Doehrmann of the 
Soil Conservation office 
was a guest. 

The s ix s ta ti ons included 
Sy l v an Runkl e , Des 
Moine s, a na turalist, who 
led each group on a nature 
hike a t h is site. Bob Kurtt , 
wildlife m a nagement biolo­
gis t wi th Iowa Con-

. servation commission dis­
cussed wildlife found in the 
area. 

David Shaull of the U. S. 
Geolog'ical Survey · de -_ 
monstr a ted how to 

measure water flo w in 
stre a ms and sh owe d 
equipment which is used in 
his depa rtment. 

Harry Bryant of the Soil 
Conservation Ser-vice 
showed different soil 
amples, discussed them, 
~nd pointed out the three 
wund at Lake Iowa. · 

Dan Becker, teacher at 
Parnell , led an activity 
designed t o show t he 
relationship of animals and 
plants in a grussland ha bit ­
at. Carl Selby , teacher at 
Parnell , led each group on a 

·nature hike in his area. 
Debor<..~h Batt <..~nd Betty 

Golden , Parnell te<..~ch e rs. 
organized <..~nd distributed 
the makings of <..1 pi c ni c 
lunc h <..~t e\'ery stati on . 
When noon c<..~mt: , the stu­
dents , group le<..~ders. and 
teachers at each site pre-

. pared their lunch of lwt 
dogs, potato chips, celery , 
lemon<..~de and brownies. 

The students took notes 
during their hike on (heir 
observations on plant <..~nd 
anim<..~l life which were di s­
cussed in the classroom the 
next day . This is an annual 
event for sixth grade stu­
dents of the WiBiumsburg 
community school. 

-------- -·--- - ------

MEASURE WATE R - 'n <..~ \·e Sha ull. 
Willium sbu rg . who is a m e m ber of the 
Cnited States geologi cal survey . di s­
cussed w<..~ter problems v;ith the s ixth 
graders a nd showed them some of hi s 

m easurem ent equipment. The re wer e 
se\·erul other st a ti ons / J t which stu­
de nts stopped on their lt ike around the 
la ke. Si xth grade te <..~ c hers were aided 
by pa rents 'in th e excursion . 

EXPLAIN PLANT LIFE - Sylvan Runkle , a retired 
biologist from Des Moines, was one of the resource 
people who spoke to Williamsburg sixth grade students 
at their field day at the county lake Thursday. Runkle 

worked for, the conservation service for 41 yea r s. He 
toLd the students some of the plants growing at the lake 

· are becoming increasingly rare . 
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31st ANNUAL REPORT·-
IOWA SO~l CO~~SERVATION DISTRICT 

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Major Practice 

Contour Farming 
Diversion Terraces 
Ponds 
Erosion .Control Structurel;, 
Grassed Waterways .,_ 
Terraces 
Tile 

Unit 

Acre 
Feet 
Number 
Number 
Acre 
Feet 
Feet 

1976 

1,054 ' 
.13,400 

11 
8 

29.4 
140,770 
339,591 

WILLIAMSBURG, . IOWA 

NEW ()ISTRICT COOPERATORS FOR 1976 

Leroy Bral 
Iva Lillie 
Hugh O'Meara 
Ron Gahring 
Dean Border 
Harold M(:Cienathart. 
Dean E{J~!rt 
Joe Wolfer 

Bill Zimpleman 
Orlo Collingwood 

· Mildred Koehn 
Kenneth Davis 
Ben Vercande · 
William Wyant 
Orrin Ward 
Estella Brimmer 
Ann Miller 

• 

Dick Mou1chka 
Leo Mcke na 
Charles A .. Lortz 
Larry Schafbu~h 
Martha Story 

Jhom&$ McKenna · .......... ~ ..... -....; 
Other Services 

Individuals & Groups Assis;ted Number 
Individuals & Groups· Appllying Number 

Practices 
Referrals Serviced Number 

Planning Practices 

New District eooperators 
Basic Conservation Plans 
Basic Conservation Plans 

Revised 

Number 
Number 

Nurilber 

J I 

FIELD OFF .ICE PERSONNEL 

Harry Bryant, Olistrict Conservationist 
.Clem McBride, Conservation Technician 

Len.nis Doehrmann, State Clerk 
Millen Sandersfeld, Conservation AmP 

AREA OFF liCE PERSONNEL 

Keith Glandon,, Area Conservationist 
Marvin Parmer, Civil Engineer 

Francis Vos, Civil Engineer Technician 
Wilma Kimball, Area Clerk 

Lorne Nestrude, Soil Scientist . 

329 
169 

111 

59 
37. 

10 

WIL.DLIFE AND BIOLOGY SPECIALISTS . 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

DISTRIC:r GOMM.ISSIONERS 

Larry Bey-er, Chairman Keith Enochson 
Greg Misbach, Vice-Chairman Vernon Sandersfeld 

Fred White 

ASSISTANT COMM-ISSIONERS 

David McCartney 
Mary Welsh 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 1 

Gary D refke, Lutheran' I nterparish 
Mary Welsh, Williamsburg Community 
Corrine Tandy, Deep River-Millersburg 

Pauline Re!ed, English Valley 
Mild.red Kinzenbaw, H LV Community 

Andy Rowe, Iowa Valley· 
Norbert Wenz1~l, St. John's Lutheran 

Robert Van Cleiave, Amana Community 

· LARRY BEYER 
Commissioner 

Michael & Dick Elwood 
Bernard Hl immelsba~h 
Gordon McCaw 
Stuart Blythe 
Daryl Wag1ner 
William. Ltewis 
Myron Rathjen 
Mrs. Eugene Peak 
John DeSmet 
Dean Schropp 
Robert Wi~lker 
Dwight G iildemeister 
Dean Wyant 
Gerald & .~ohn Greene 
Wayne Sclhafbuch 
Robert F21nt 

Harold Bender 

Louis Kaplan 
Monte Root 
R.W. Richardson 
William Blythe 
Norman Axmear 
Raymond Heitman 
Ronald Mohr 
Richard Wagner . 
Dave Fetzer 

. Don Gingerich 
Truman Schmidt 
Richard Meyer 
Gerald Carlson 
Ken Boeke 
John Hacker 
John O'Brien 
Leo Haack 
C & M Farms, Inc. 
Ed Konicek . 

BASIC: CONSERVATION PLANS. FOR 1.976 
Dennis Sandersfeld Don O'Brien 

• Eugene TE!ggatz ' David. Horras 

GREG MISBACH · ~~~­
Commi8sioner 

. ' 

Glenn White Lyle Root 
Hugh O'Meara Raymond Heitman 
Wilfri Lims Rob.ert Iburg 
Harold lbllJrg Estella Brimmer 
John Rush Charles A. Lortz 

. Iva Lillie Leo McKenna 
R. W. Richardson Truman Schmidt 
Don & Ed O'Brien James Baldwin 
Jeral'd McCaw Kenneth Davis 
M. G. Heitman / Dick Mouchka 
Alma Heitman Leonard Collins 

· ·Mildred Koehn Wayne Meade 

KEITH E~OCHSON 
Commissioner 

William Roemig Orrin Ward 

1 Milton Maack Ronald Mohr 
Thomas McKenna · Dave Fetzer 
Paul Rudin C & M Farms, In ~ 

First Presbyterian Church, Mt. Vernon 
~· 

BASIC CONSERVATION PLANS 
REVISED FOR 1976 

Dan MiiiE!r; Jr. 
Russell Pence 
Dwight Slaubaugh 
Garland 1-iaselhuhn' 

· H award Webb 

E. J. Schmuecker 
Dairyl Grimm 
Lowell Luhman 
Mary Slaubaugh 

1 William Blythe 
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FI-NANCIAL REPORT 
1-M Budget Receipts 

$ 1,475.00 
Disbursements 

111-M Budget (1975-76) 

Allocation 
Allocation 
Commissioners Expenses 
,Office Suppl_ies 
Printing 
Prizes for Contests 

. Office Expense 
· Meeting Expense 
Total Expended 
Released 
11-M Budget 

Allocation $ 9,250.00 
Clerical and lechnical 
Travel · 
Equipment · 
Total Expended 
Released 

We wish to thank the following people and businesses for their con­
tributions to the financial support of the Iowa Soil Conservation District. 

Cedar Valley Distributing Co.; Patron's Mutual Ins.; T.I.P. Ru~al Elec­
tric Helen Donahoe; Chris Swartzendruber; Harold Sherman; Dick Mou­
chka; Ron Ahrens; Raymond Murphy; Ches Freshour; Rudolph Hagen & 
Son; Dan E. Miller, Jr.; Ronald Mohr; Edwin Yoder; Levine Co., Inc.; 
Duane Schwarting; Duane Bloome; Marengo Elevator; Millen Sandersfeld: 
Elwood Bros.; Delmar & Larry Wetjen; Leo Kelly Co.; Rick Gates; 
Donald Baker; Richard Wetjen; Gahring Construction; Iowa County Farm 
Service; Beyer Farms; Harold Km!hn; David Horras; V.R. Points; Roy L. 
Yoder; Swartzendruber Lumber; Leonard Thy~ Rhinehart's; David Me 
Cartney; Dietrich Construction; P.auline Lillie; Ralph Leigh; John Maxey; 
Amana Society; Lloyd Rank; F ~ nk Seeds International; Citizens State 
Bank; Farmers Trust & Savings Bank; Security Savings Bank; Iowa 
County SavingsrBank; Wellman ·s~lvings ,Bank; Farmers Savings Bank, Vic­
tor; Farmers Savings Bank, N English & First Trust & Savings Bank. 

d 
d 

Seated L to R: Harry BrYant, District Conservationist and 
Lennis Doehrmann, District Clerk. Back Row L to R: Clem 
McBride, Technician and Millen Sandersfeld, Conservation 
Aide. 

DISTRICli ACTIVITIES 

JANUARY * Con~ractoli-Farmer Meeting held January 8. 
* Commissioners Meeting held January 13. 
* Commissioners Short Course at Ames held 

on Januarry 20 and 21. 
FEBRUARY * Tree & Wildlife Information Meeting held 

February 13. 
* Commissioners Meeting held February 17. 
* Iowa ·Soil Conservation Resource Coordina­

ting Committee Meeting held February 19. 
MARCH * Contributi1on Letter Mailed. 

* Annual Report published March . 11 f!~ition 
of the Iowa County Advertiser. 

* Commissioners Meeting held March 16. 
* Education Committee met March 22. 
* Regional Commissioners Meeting held at the 

Highlander Inn, Iowa City on March 24. 
Commissioners Dick Mouchka and Fred 
White, District Clerk Lennis Doehrmann and 
District Conservationist Harry Bryant atten­
ded. 

APRIL * Commissioners Meeting held April 20. 
* Tour to pick winners for the Iowa Soil Con­

servation Awards Program was held April 21. 
MAY * Annual Art: Contest was held May 7. Winners 

were: Senior Division; 1st. -Darrell Schwar­
ting, 2nd. - Kevin Doehrmann, 3rd. - Greg 

$ 382.30 
457.11 
253.20 
136.98 
206.35 
29.50 

$--,~465:44--

9.56 . 
$-i)l7 5. (j(f-- . 

.$ 8,537.02 
101.08 
447.76 

s··s:oa5:atr 
164.14 

$-9-,250JjQ 

Additional Allocation 
Disbursed to Farmers 

111-M Budget (1976-71) 

Allocation 
Additional Allocation 
Disbursed to Farmers 
Obligated Funds 
Unobligated Funds 

Revolving Fund 

Balance on Hand 1 - 01 -76 
Receipts- Contributions 
Receipts- Reimbursements 
Disbursements 
Balance on Hand 12- 31- 76 

.t 

JUNE . 

JULY 

SEPTEMBER 

VERNONSANDERFELD 
Commissioner 

MARY WELSH 
Assistant Commissioner 

DAVID McCARTNEY 
Assistant Commi~ioner 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

$28,000.00 
4,173.38 

-
$41,000.00 
$18,800.00 

$ 412.92 
1,590.28 
1 ,236.03' 

287.85_ 

/ 

$48,295.66 
2,900.00 
8,604.34 

$59,800.00 

$ 2,952.38 

Gaines; Junior Division: 1st. - Becky Witte, 
2nd. - Doug Teggatz, 3rd - Brenda Arp; Ele­
mentary Division: 1st.- Mary Wetjen, 2nd.­
Paul Werner, 3rd.- Warren Jordon. 

~~ District Newsletter published May 13 edition 
of. the Iowa County Advertiser. 

~· Commissioners Meeting held May 18. 
* Mary Welsh was appointed as Assistant Com­

missioner. 
A conservation tour of cdmpfeted projects in 
. the county was held for the commissioners 
and their wives with supper following at the 
Landmark Restaurant on J~na 2. ~ 
Commissioners Meeting held June 1!). 

«· Speci.al Commissioners Meeting held JulY' 7 
following annual picnic at Lake klwa. 

it' Warm Season Grass Tour to Creston, Ia. was _ 
held July 15. 

it· The district sponsored an air tour July 18. 
* Commissioners Meeting held July 21. 

* Commissioners Meeting held August 17. 
t• Iowa County Teachers Conservation Work-. 

shop was held August 25 at Lake l.owa,. 
it' Conservation Tour for ASCS Committee·and 

Office Personnel was held August 26 . 
.. , Training Sessibn held at the lronmen hm 

was held on September 8. Attending were 
·District Conservationist Harry Bryant, Tech­
nician Clem McBride and District Clerk. Len-
nis Doehrmann. . 

*· Commissioners 'Meeting held September 21 
with election of officers being held. Elected 
were: Chairman, Fred White; Vice-Chairman, 
Keith Enochson; Secretary-Treasurer, Lennis 
Doehrmann. 

* Fall Teachers Workshop at Camp Ewalu was 
held October 3 & 4. Attending from Iowa 
County was Kathy · Stewart, Williamsburg 
Elementary School. 
District S eech and Essay Contest was held 
October . Winners were: S~eech Contest 

-1st. - Lamar Shima, 2nd- Arlin Karsten, 3rd. 
Kenneth Ward; Essay Contest: 1st - Angela 
Bendorf, 2nd. - Twinkle Dawso-n & 3rd. -
Brenda Arp. . 

* Soii '·Judging Contest was held ·october 12 in 
Johnson County. Contest was sponsored by 
Iowa, Johnson & Washington Soil Conserva­
tion Districts. 

* Commissioners Meeting held October 19. 
• Annual Conservation Awards Banquet was 

held October 20 at Middle America Restau~ 
rant. Winners were: New Cooperator Divi-

. sian, Kenneth . Davis; Owner-Operator Divi­
sion, Russell Pence; Owner-Tenant Division, 
F.W. Tomasek-Richard Bean and K-8 Teach­
er Division, Laurenna Hammes. 

* R_egional Commissioners Meeting & Speech 
Contest was held at the Highlander Inn, 

. Iowa City November 8. Lamar Shima placed 
second in the regional speer.h contest. . 

* Special -Commissioners Meeting held Nov.i. 
* Annual Commissioners & Clerk Conference 

was held November 29, 30 & December 1. 
* Commissioners Meeting and Christmas Party 

was held December 16 at the Highlander Inn 
Iowa City. · · 
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Pasture Inspected-- · 

·Cattlemen Plan War 
Season Grass Tour 

Plans are complete for a pasturt: trials condu~ted. by grasses such as blue ste~, 
one day bus tour of pasture th~ Umon County Gruzmg ga1"!'ma grasses and ot.hf,~r 
trials of warm season association, a cattle ranl·h- !latn·e grasses that are~-
grasses in Union and Ring- ing operation using wurm mg reseeded. . .. 
gold counties Thursday, . season grass~s. ~nd the To reserve a place on this 
July 15, Lowell McKean, Iowa ~tate umver~Ity Be a- touJ', contact one . of. the~e 

. county extension . director consfleld exper~mental Iowa County Catt ~lens 
said. farm where latest m warm board members for lt"kets 

The tour is sponsored by sei1son grass. research. is on the bus.ut$10each: Ver­
the Iowa County Cattllc- conducted. T1me pcrnutt- gil Newkirk, Homestead: 
men's association with ing, a stop at the Creston Eugene Jacobs, or Moudl­
stops planned in coopera- bull test station will be ka. Marengo: Keith 1-:rb. \ 
tion with the soil conserva- . made. Wellman: Norman Jor-
tion and extension serv- An evening meal will be dan. Deep River: Mer\'in : 
ices. Richard Mouchka,. served by the Union Cattle- Jack. Victor: Milford Heit­
Marengo cattleman.. is men~s group ·and program man. or Richard .Wetjen.

1 chairman of the tour con1- complete by 8 p.n1. to re- Williamsburg: Waynt' 
mittee. turn to Iowa county. , DcMeulcnacrc. Hmtwick. l 

The tour will leave Land- Mouc~ka, Catlle!'"l~n s ··There arc a limit.t•d l 
mark truck stop at 6:30 board darector and sml ron- , . . . , . . ... 1_ 
a.m. July 15: The group ~ill s~rvation ~disthr!ct. commisd- ~~:~be 1 so of c~:1~~~~~ ~~~1~!11 

t.the Umon County Cat- smner, s~u t IS IS a ~oo \ .. · .. Mo ·hka said "l 
tleaten and tour guides at opportunaty to see first- c~!~,~ .. 'scn~·~tions by ·J.<.ri­
the Creston community col- hand actual t~als ~nd.lat- d~t~· }ut 2 . ~0 we can plan 
lege t~ view the grass ph,ts est research IR this faeld. ·td~ltion;l transportation if 
on their 240 acre farm. Many have asked about ~ , . , . .. . ~ .. . 

Other stops will include some of these warm season ncr<.: ssd 1 Y · 

The wise use of land and . Amemiya, extension ito­
water esourcti~s will be em- nomist at Iowa Stat uni­
phasi~d during s9il·· and versity. 
water conservation week in Soil erosion has been a 

1 Iowa Sept. 12-18. · big_ problem the past few 
"',rt)ese resources are es- years, Amemiya said,,fdd­

sential to maimtain and en- ing that soil erosion pre:. 
han_ce rural and urban vention continues to be an · 
standard~ or' 'v.4ls and to . important task of farm op- . 
maintain an a1~eSlu~ fo(_Xi e,rators. 
supply,··· said M n · Amemiya said on ~w 

crop land he advocates 
sucli practices as contour . 
farmip.g, strip cropJ_ling, 
grassed waterways, diver­
sions ,. terraces and conser­
vation tillage systems. 

On sloping land too steep 
for continuous row crops, 
he ~ncourages crop rota­
tions or conversion·to per­
manent grass or grass­
legume cover. 

Soil movement by wind 
also can be a problem, 
Amemiya said, and sug­
gf1s's cropping and tillage 
sysiems that leave the sur-
face r-1h a otected. 

I 

~lit $tdltt-.J!ltpid• ~ltltHt 
Editorial Page 

Tuesday, June 1, 1976 

Soil-aid image soiled 
State soil conservation officia 

~elded a bumper crop of excus 
when this newspaper began prob 
ing reports of favoritism in the 
channeling of governm~nt soil 
aid matching funds to Iowans. · 

Why do administrators not 
find it disturbing that nearly 10 
percent of the federal longterm 
soil conservation funds alloc~ted 
in Iowa last year went to those 
associatted with the programs as 
employes or county committee­
men? For one thing, the practice 
is "perfectly legal"; for another, 
such funds are not gobbled up at 
the expense of low-income farm­
ers; marginal operators do not 
ordinarily apply for soil aid. 

If taxpayers deemed those an­
swers acceptable, it is doubtful 
that the next round .of soil-aid 
queries and responses will evoke 
similar satisfaction. The main 
questio today - following F-arm 

Editor S·wegle's two-part look in­
to state-financed soil cost-sharing 
- is: Should members of the 
state conservation commission be 
eligible for dollar-for-dollar 
matching ' soil conservation 
funds? 

Here again, · explanations are 
plentiful. Take the $3;063 grant 
received in 1974-75 by Carroll 
Hobsbn, state commissioner . and 
chairmar. ·of the Hardin county 
soil eon:servatiori district ·coni- . 
mission. (In the last three years, 
two other state commissioners 

into ·more criticism from some 
• who say that soil commissioners 

·don't do enough conservation. If 
we who are commissioners don't 
apply for these funds, people 
won't believe in the program." 

The situation,- as & explained 
there, is a classic Hobson's 
choice: Though at li}?erty to join 
or not to join government-backed 
soil conservation efforts, the 

· commissioner has felt compelled 
to use his own -property to dem­
onstrate his support of the pro­
gram. 

f 

The fact remains, however, 
th~t Hobson and fellow state 
commissioners Thomas Kenny of 
Akron and Donald Johnson of 
Fairfield received state aid dur­
ing a period when federal soil 
cost-sharing funds were scarce. 
Indeed, 'the state program was in­
novated because of interruptions 
in federal pa,rticipation. 

As stressed in this space May 
9, soil conservation offietals 
should be concerned with ow 
things look as well as with legali-
ty and handbook procedures. 
How . the federal and state soil 
cost-sharing setup app~rs uri er t , 
the commissioner-eligible format 
is startlingly wide-open to favori­
tism. 

The thing has a seedy political 
complexion, too. The three state 
soil conservation commission 
members who received state aid 
all were appointed by Governor 
Ray, . a _ Republican. Demotrft 
Neel Hill of Webster City, the 
soil conservation supervisor who 
first complained ' of apparent ~fa­
voritism, has seen his region oJ 
responsibility shrink ~ from 
counties to four (a move his supe­
riors say is coincidental). \ 

have received grants totaling Criticism of soil-aid distribu­
nearly $7,000.) By Hobson's tion procedures seem certain to 
reckoning, any , of the five uinde- increase apace with publicity giv­
p~ndent-minded" county com- · en them. Imagine, for example, 
missione~s would have rejected the;reaction of Winneshiek coun­
his apPlfcation -for state funds ty farmers to The Gazette's reve­
had th~~, seen anything wrong .- lation that of the $60,000 allocat­
with it. ed for longterm soil conservation 

Backing Hobson is Gaylord 
Thayer, Hardin county director 
of the federal soil program, who 
said Hobson's sloping land is a 
uhigh priority" area for conserva­
tion. William Greiner, Iowa soil 
conservation executive director, 
chips in with this support: It 
uwould be difficult to recruit 
highly qualified soil commission­
ers if commissioners were barred 
froll) participating in state or fed- · 
eral soil cost-sharing programs." 

Now back to Hobson for fur­
ther enlightenment: u. . . We run 

in the last two years, not a penny 
went to a full time farmer. A 
teacher, a banker, •a county offi­
cial and a lawyer's wife were the 
beneficiaries there. 

How to insure against possibltJ 
misuse of soil conservation 
grants? Fear of dropo~ts among 
able .commissioners· notwith;. 
standing, funds ought not be 
made available to tho~e connect­
ed with allocations. Pay them a 
fee, plus mileage, for ~ervices 
and restore the program's look of 
propriety. 
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' IS WEST VIEW- Contour fields und woodlands mark route of the Black Diamond trail, west of Millersburg. 
this view of southwestern part o·f Iowu county along the 

1
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FORM LAND PATTERNS- A flight conservation tour 
Sunday, July 18, taken by 94 Iowa county residents was 
sponsored by Soil Conservation service for inspection qf 
soil erosion efforts established by land owners. Land 

· patterns during oat harvest season offered a pic- . 
turesque ·view. 'Trips were 20 minutes with schedule 9 
a.m. through 4:30. ' · , 

- · 

PRACTICE CONSERVATION- An air tour Sunday of 
Iowa county was evidence of soil conservation projects 
SP.read out throughout 'the county. Streams, creeks, 

terraces and contour farming in addition to woodlands 
form colorful patterns du,ring mid summer. View is 
route from Marengo to Millersburg. 

, DIVIDES COUNTY Interstate · 80 · ~ird's ~ye view of conservation pro-
wi~lds west thruugh Io a county in this grams in area . 
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Warm· Season Grasses 
eroduCes Quality Forage · 

A group of 30iowa county ingJ' quality forage fr~m 
cattlemen, · agri-business early May until late fall Ol\ 
and conservation officials early winter, according to 
toured Union ·and. Ringgold farmers who have success 
counties warm season with programs. Farmers 
grass plots and pastures have been able to do this by 
Thursd~. July 15. using a combination of cool-

The group Jeft the Land- season and warm season 
mark bus stop at 6:30a.m. · grasses. 
a!ld arrived in Creston at Grass species on · trial 
10:30 a.m; to begin tour here are switchgrass, In­
planned by -Union county dian grass and big blue­
extension service and soil stem. Of , these the one 
conservation service. showing most promise. is 
. Robert Loudon, SCS, ex- switchgrass which is most 

i)lained there is over 2,000 tolerant in chemical weed 
acres of warm season grass control using Atro'zine and 
pastures being utilized by · 2-4-D. 
cow~alf or yearling opera- Stops were made at 
tions in southern Iowa. farm~ with established pas-

Warm season grasses tures ·since 1972, with var­
have a ·potential of fillhig ious ~hemical controls and 
the grazing gap in the July- a new seedlng being es­
August period ana produc- tablisbed. . 

1 
A stop at the bull test sta­

ti.,n was of interest to cow­
calf producers where wean­
ed 'calves were pre-Condi­
tioned for feeder buyers. 

W·eight gains during· the 
thirty day· period ranged 
from 2.2 tQ 2.8 pounds per 
day while the calves were 
being Jlrocessed a~d. start-
ed on feed. . 

.Bulls will be coming in on 
test this fall anq from many 
areas of the country. • 

Last pasture stop was at 
: the Iowa State University 
1 Beaconsfi.eld experimen­
: tal farm where the group 
' viewed pa_sture trials .,f tre-
foil, creeping alfalfa, apd 
other legumes. Also trials 
with use of sudan and reed 
canary grass were discuss­
ed. 

In the evening the Union 
County Cattlemen and dis­
trict commissioners host­
ed the group to a hambur­
ger fry at the Afton Country 
club. 

---
. . . . . . . \ 

( .. i·PIIze~s · Are ·· cash--
. .. ~ 

Set Conservation Iheme 
. ' 

Speech, Essay Contests 
-•soil Conservation - Life­

line to Continued Prosper­
ity" win be the topic fot the 
1976 soil conservation 
speech contest to be ~pon­
sored by the Iowa county 
soil conlservation district. 

An essay contest on the 
same topic has been added 
this year on the coun~y lev­
el for junior high students 
who reside in the county. 
Each school will be limited 
to three essays to be enter­
ed in county competition. 
Each entrant will read their 
essay the night of the con­
test. Prizes for this contest 
wili be $10, $7 .so and $5 :for 
first, second and third plac-~ 
ings. 

The contest is open to all 
senior high school students 
as will as 1976 high school 
graduates · that reside in 
Iowa ·county. Contest will 
be-- helld Oct. · 6. County 
prizes are $15, $10, and $5 
for .. first, second and third T!_!e winner JOf · the local 
pla_cing:s. · speech centest will ad-

~~Ck~-7~~ 

· Give Advantages Of 
.Conservation Ti II age 
. Conservation tillge is erosion under intensive row 
espec iall y imp or tant cropping. . 
because of increasing acres Crop residue left on the 
being row. cropped. During soil surface helps control 
past 35 yea rs, row crop- erosion. Amount of crop 

_ping has inereased at ex- residue remaining depen~s 
pense of small grains, hay on type of tool used, ex­
and ·pasture crops. plains Amemiya Residue 

Erosion - hazard is in- may be completely buri.ed 
_ creasing because land not by--moldboard plowing\ 'or 
1 suited to ilntensive row partially incorporated With 

cropping is being put to a chisel, disk, field cui- · · 
such use, aceording to Min tivator, rotary tiller, or till 
Amemiya, extension agro- planter. Soil may be left in­
nomist at Iowa State Uni- tact with slot planting 
versity. . . technique. r 

Lack of snow cover last A rough, mulch-covered 
winter plus heavy spring · soil surface reduces runoff' 
rains caused excessiye run- and soil erosion. Rough son 

·off and soil erosion on many surface·· traps water ip 
1976 corn and · soybean small depressions. Muleb 
fields. This summer, intercepts raindrops and 
drouth was a problem in slows water runoff. There 
many parts of the state. ~ less runoff, more water .. 

Weather extremes· pbint take and less soil loss. i. 
to-needforeUectiyesoitand On lev·el land subject to 
water consen~ ·on. One wind erosion, Amemi: ~. 
way of mini: · g excess says a rough mulch-
runoff and eroSion is to :!OVered SOil surface 
adjust tillage priletices. reduces soil losses by pro-
. On level to gently .sloping tecting 'the surface from 
land proper choice of till-. wind action and altering 
age sequences and imple- wind velocity as it blows 
ments can control soil over the surface. 
erosibn. On steeply 'Sloping Some form of ~onserva­

vance to the regional com­
petition which will ·be held 
in · November. Regjonal 
contest prizes will cou st of 
$30, $20 and $15 for first, se­
cond and third placings <re­
spectively. One $10 merit 
award recipient per region 
may be selected at the dis­
cretion of tqe judges. An eli­
gible recipient is limited to 
an outstanding contestant 
who has not entered the 
tenth grade by the time of 
the regional contest. 

The regional and state 
levels of the contest are co­
sponsored by the ladfes 
auxiliary of the. Iowa 
ass·ociation of soil conser­
vation district commis­
sioners and the Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance com­
pany, Grinnell . 

The state contest will be 
held on Nov. 29, at the an­
nual conference for soil 
conservation district com­
missioners in Des Moines. 
/ The state contest will be 

held on Nov . . 29, at the 
annual conference for soil 
conservation district com­
missioners in Des Moines. 

. The first place winner in the 
state contest will receive a 
$300 collegescholars4ipand 
$110 ·in cash. The ~ second · 
and third. place awards in 
the state · ·contest will con-

' sist of $85 tlnd.$60 in cash re­
spectively. 

Anyone interested in .en- . 
tering the speech contest 
may obtain contest infor-

, mation from the Iowa coun- ' 
ty r-soil conservation <lis-r 
trict office or he riear~st· 
vocational agn~ltP .. -· 
partment. 

land, conservation tillage tion tillage should be a part Bijl Failor, Anke 
enhances effectiveness of of most Iowa farms, says,... to . bed tha · 
other soil conservation Amemiya. Conservation wide and 50 feet Ion 
practices such as contour- .tillage will maintain pro- has already yielded 1,2QO 
ing, terracing, grass water- ducti vity of Iowa soil to pounds of Big Boy toma-
ways and tHvers i'O·n.s meetdenmnds for crop pro- toes, with another BOO-
necessary to· control ~uctlon , - and help keep sed- pounds . e.xpected. Th_e 
- - ·· · ·-- - - ---------- -·- ----- --------·------~~ l~r;~~!t~e~~ i~h~-f;,~y~ 

. lby about · 14" d1ameWr 
large-gauge wire racks 

· 1anchored _to steel posts. 
1 Each rack has four tomato 
jseedlings planted within it. 
;-- An~ny Press-Citizen. ~ •------------

~------------------~----------------~--------------------------~ 
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Funds Are Limited- -

Agenc_ies_-Agree··c 
Pra-ctices, Should B 

Thursday, Sept. 16, 1976 
SCS funded project re be­
ing maintained. 

Bryant said addlUonal 
funds and additio em-- t • ployees are needed ill .&he n S e r V a .I n office If more soil conser-
vation work is going to be 
-done. Without more of both, 

(j 
he added the work-load can- . 

the chances of getting any 
_more of .either. I m P 1-e me. -n-te _-no~~~si~~r~~~fri'ristic:about 

Iowa-Cedar Basin 
. By Loretta Hanson ject to moderate erosion; 20 Although the SCS i a The SCS, he noted, pro- ed their emphasis to- ter- The Iowa-Cedar river ba~ 

Soil conservation mea- percent has a wetness haz- state unit, Bryant and Me- · vide funds only for per- racing and1 other penna- sin plan may also make a 
sures have been in _use for ard, fQr example river bot- Bride are paid by the Unit- manent erosion control de- nent devices. difference in the county~ s 
unnumbered years to aid in, ton land; 36 percent is sub- ed States department of vices. · · Maintain Projecta soil conservation prac-
preserving the valuable ject to severe erosion and 7 agric'ulture; ·while Nlrs. Bryant remarked, the The SCS program is pri- tices. The plan has as its . 
and unreplaceable top soil. percent has the hazard of Doehrmann is paid by the SCS is "interested in gett- marily a cost sharing. SCS goal water that is unpollut-
In the United States soil very severe erosion. state department of soil ing adequate treatment on can fund up to 50 percent of ed by 1984. 
conservation has not been The cost, Bryant said, to conservation. the ground." project although with the "We'll never make 1&'" 
widely practiced in some implement adequate soil The soil commissioners The emphasis on what · demand for the funds this is Bryant commented, •.• 
areas - more land was al· conservation measure~ per in the county set the priori- method,of soil conservation not always the case. An some progress will 
ways available elsewhere. acre is about $200; that fi- ties for conservation work is used changed about five agreement between the far- made." 

Now with most of th£ gure includes just crop- to be done in the county. or six years ago, he added. mer and the SCS stays with · Informational m 
arable land under tilliage, land, not pastureland or ,Right now, Bryant re- Previous to that time rota- the farm even though the · about the pollution 
farmers have begun an at- land slated for urban deve- marked, the emphasis is on tion of crops was a primary farm might be sold. The blems in the county wi 
tempt to save their most lopment. terraces, control dams, form of erosion control. farmer also agrees to main- held this winter, Bry 
valuable commodity- the This year $41,000 bas windbreaks, grassed Now farmers have begun to tain the control rlevic~1or said. In Iowa county one df 
lao They are hampered been allocated through the waterways and critical farm fence row to fence 10 years. Bryant "'aijl he the major problems is sedi-
by tbe cost of implement- Soil Conservation Service area' seedings. . row, and theSCShasch~ng- _ does check to make sure (Continued 01;1 page 18) 
ing adequate procedures by (SCS) to 20 lowi;l county far- - -
the cost and the -lack of mers to undertake soil con­
government funds with. servation projects. The vo­
which to do the work ac- lume of soil conservation 
cording to Carl Lantz and work is above average. in 
Harry Bryant, both county the county, Bryant thinks, 
conservation offici-als. but noted the funds avail-

According to Iowa cou~- able are not sufficient to 
ty soil conservationis t take care of the total pro- : 
HaJTy Bryant;. there are blem. 
373,760 acres of land in the 
county. Of this nu~ber 79 Office In County 
percent is crop land; 5 per- The SCS office in Wil­
cent is urban, 6 percent is Iiams burg is a state unit de­
pasture and 2 percent is signed to aid state and fe­
givt;n over the river and deral agencies with soil 
creek beds, roads, ect. . 1 conservation. The office, 

Over · 200,000 of those which includes Lennis 
acres- need treatment to Doehrmann, office assis­
preserve the soil, accord- tant, and -Clement Mc­
ing to Bryant. Only 10 per- Bride, technician, in addi­
cent of land in the county · tion to Bryant, also does 
has " no real soil erosion survey design and certifi­
problem," he said, while 15 cation for both the soil con­
percent of it is being used to servation service and the 
grow crops when it is best agricultural stablization 
suited to permanent cover. and conservation commit-

In between 12 percent of tee office which is also lo­
the soil in tlie county is sub- cated in Williamsburg. 

LANTZ IS ASC DIRECTOR- Carl Lantz is Uie director 
of . the Iowa county agric·ultural stabilization and con­
servation office in Williamsburg. In addition to the 
office's work with soil conservation they als·o adminis­
ter disaster relief, work with the civil defense depart­
ment and act to provide information to soil conserva­
tion service and Farmers Home administration. 

WORK CONTINUES - Work continues on the Alma· servation project involving a large concrete structure .. 
Heitman farm in Sum,ner township where nine area far.,.. . to slow soil erosion. 
mers working together are undertaking a large soil con-1 

----------~----~~~~~~~------------~~----. 



::!Pu.~ a 0.,-"'"it r-~"m e-,.. 
Thursday, Sept. 16, 1976 

This year for the first ~ 
time the election for soil 
conmissioner will be on the 

.ballot in November. 
Richard Mouchka who has 
been serving has elected 
not to run for another term. 

According to the county 
auditor's office Greg Mis­
bach, rural Marengo, has 
filed his nomination pa-

: pers fo_r (tl_~_ l?O_~ition .. T~e 
filing deadline was Sept. 8. 

Fred White, Parnell, is 
, the county soil comission­
•ers chairman. Others are 
·Keith Enochson, Vernon 
Sandersfeld, Larry Beyer 
and David McCartney. 

ment, which is created by I 
soil erosion, according to 
Bryant. · 

What is to be done about 
it will be decided by county 
residents. The river basin 
plan calls for local people to 
decide what the problems · 
are and how they shoul~ be 
solved. 

The SCS, functiort, at 
first, · Bryant remarked, 
will be to educate people to 
the problems. 

WORK AT SCS OFFICE -
_Clement McBride, Harry-1 · 
Bryant and Lennis Doehr- . 
mann are employed at . the I 
SCS office in Williams-~ 
burg. Bryant is. the soil con­
servationist and McBride a 
technician. Mrs. Doehr- ·\ 
mann is the office secre-
tary. . 
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Fall Harvest! 
Soil Con-servation . 
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. As we move ·into~theJhuf · · , i 's-lime 11ny·to think·uf thts_ year's · 
·crop, but also of way~ to improve your farm . and productiVity.· One way is · · . . · · , ·. ·-~ ~ 

I ? I ~ - ' 

. through planned and wise conservation practices. Improving your land adds 
. . 

value ·to the ·land and -increases your productivity: . . 
· Another way isJhro~gh an Iowa ·county Savings Bank FA_RM LOAN: We've 

' been making. them far many years. We've progress·ed With agricultural 
technology and· helped make farming in Iowa Cou ~ty what it is today. And we 
will con inue 0 provl erservJCe o'tliis VIta m us :ry. ' 
soon. 

Member FDIC 

.I-owa County . 
·Savings B,ank 

"Helping Build A Better Co'unty" 

. , 

/ 

Marengo -·-
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Treat the Good Earth­
"'ith Care and Reverence 
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·o~r very life comes from the land. The food 
-

we_ eat .... the air we breath~ ... are gifts 

of the IOOd green earth. So are things that 
-

len·s ,the pi it: the sounds -and the 

silences ... the vistas ... the sense' of space 

and ·the order ~f nature. ~he land is good 

to us. Lt~t' s prese~ve a_nd prote_ct it. 

Each depositor insured to $40,000 

~WM-''T~~ Frien~ly Ban~"FDI 

/}- /.////. - 'kw. d L · atn:«Wrw /e:You;a 52361 

. PHONE 3 -19/668~1010 • · 

, 

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSUitANCE CORPORATION 

A FULL 
SERVICE . 

l3ANI< 
.Where happy--things ~,.,appen. 



Approve Patrol Not OriginaUy ·Bid - ~ . . .; 

Board Okays Amana Streets, 
Sonsi·ders Space, Bu·d-get ,-~ 

After two motions that-740 because of its bigger-c ons were changed to-conservationist, about 
failed to · get .seconds, the engine and eavier trans- suit the 740, ·Champion possible uses for funds ear-/ 
county board of super- mission. could raise the price marked oy tne reaeral 
vis decided Tuesday to "The 740 is thtt best value because no one else would government for fighting 
bu motor .Patrol the use we could get, even though bid. . . non-point pollution. 

· of ch willcost$27,370for the bid was turned in after "'I don't think we'd be The funds are available 
five years. all · bidding was done,'' cheating anybody,'' Soren- underfederallaw208whlcb 

The · machine is a Sorepsen said. ... . se1n said. "I'feelit's a fairly includes the . Iowa-Cedar 
Champion 740 and will be Tbe 740 would cO*t $4,235 decent quotation." River basin plan~ 
bous~ from Graham more than the Chainpion Tb'e motion was..made by ~ryant said the guide->' 
Equipl'hent Company, Des 720 for five years 8Jld $1,522 Shim~ to b_uy tbeChampion lines on use of the funds are 
Moines; less than an aril.culated 7410 and it passea two 1.u one. not yet finn and the exact 

The two . motions thaf machine, according to Elwood voted no. amount which will be avail-
failed to get seconds con- Sorensen. In other action, the board ·able is not yet ·known; bo;r­
cerned buying another Elwood then Sirld he voted to approve a reJVised ever, be added, it can De 
machine, the Champion 720 thought the board should 19176 secondary road bud- used for seeding road dit~ 
and calling for re-bids for call for bids again, because get presented by Sorensen. ches and in county-owned 
the motor patrol. the specifications were . Revise Budget recreation areas for seed-

SuperVisor Bernie El- changed. His department needed to in,. It can't be used on 
wood made the motion call- "We aren't playing the rE!Vise the budget, Soren- pnvate property. 

· ing for re-bids. He was con- game fair-calling for bids sen said, because $100,000 Tbe board · instructed 
cerned that if the super- and then later telling them w1as added to the budget Sorensen to work with · 
visors· accepted the (the equipment dealers) · from revenue sharing. Bryant in submittint 
Graham bid, it could be ·they're b1dding on the . ' Estimated total receipts possible projects for use df 
con$dered unfair. . wrong stuff," he said. a~e $2,174,530. Tbis is up the funds. · · 
S~ervisors originally Chairman Ed Shima f.,iom 1975 estimated . The monies will come 

had called for bids for a agreed saying, "We're receipts of $1,999,302.42. through the soil conserva .. 
·smaller machine and changing the rules, but if Estimated .expenditures tion service and are for 100 
engine than that of the 740. we did call for bids again, · for the y~~r must equal the percent ,of the total project. 
The bids were read Aug: 12. they'd bid on tbe same total receipts. Consider Space 

County Enldneer Nord machine and e figures Proposed expenditures The supervisors looked 
Sorensen said, be looked would be about 5,000 more · f r 1976 include $76,000 for over the upstairs of the 
into tbe possibUity of buy- (than tbe 740)." · administrative, up from ·Gode building in Marengo, · 
ing tbe "740 after be deter~ · Supervisor Dare May.; · $49,990; $90,000 for en- ~uesday afternoon as a 
mined &hat the price to buy b~rry said '.'They're (the g!neering, up fJ"!>m ~89~ 7~.! . ·. pos~ible site for. the county : 
the larger machine woultl bidders) gomg to holler $5.81,000 for adjusted con- engmeer's off1ce. They 
not be much more than 'foul ball' either way, if struction program, up from })ave noted the office needs 
pdee* quoted in the bids. they were goin~ to holler, $3.70,488; $650,000 for approximately 2,000square 

At the Tuesday meeting, which they wont do." ~aintenance down · from. feettohouseallmembersof 
Sor• en said he would He added if bids were ~83,308; $56,000 for traf the staff. . 
recommend the Champion ~alled ~ga~~~-~-~d the spe~~fi:. flee services and . traffic : Sorensen was lnstrucied 
. --.. --_.,_ ... ---·-.. . . . -- .. $~~~ ~~r fr~~w ~q~~ : !:o~~:u~~~c:~:~o ~~~e ~!:! 

ment; up from $242,067; 'at the Gode building If 1& 
$2r.',000 for equipment :were to be the site of the en­
o! atipn, dow. n from iine.er's office. The board 
$3. , $187,006 for tool, noted no deelston bas been 
m terial 'and' ~i.ipj)ly, .up !made on wher e tbe 
fiTQm $84,554; $4,000 for ;engineer's office will be 
.P perty and assessments, :moved. · .. 
-d wn from $17,054. · The board also decidea to-

Amana ·Streets . ask the Marengo city coun-
he board drafted a let- cil for eight reserved park-· 

ter to the Amana road com-· ln!J spaces near the Gode 
m•ttee saying Sorensen building for engineering: 
pl'-118 to oil 1,700 feet of staft and county residents 
Lakeside street, 625 feet of wishing to speak with the ~ 
Cola)lial street and 750 feet engineer, should the build­
of M-anor street in Middle in g. eventually be rented by 
~th bituminous seal coat the county. 
·a d c b ips . The . Conroy PaVing . 

::r.roximate cost is $3,500. . The second Conroy pav- i 
e letter was in res- ing project would · cost 

· n to a meeting two about $64 ,.000 which 
w•~ks ago With members of includes grading and sur­
the Amana street commit· facing, Sorensen· said. He 
tee - Don Shoup, Ivan Relb- noted he has met with resl­
m~ and Alex Meyer - in dents in Conroy in tbe1 

1 wl1icb tht' committee asked proposed assessment dis-: 
tb t streets scarified earl- trict for the paving~ ' 
ie ~is su~er. be oiled. · They apparently wisb &o· 
· ·- ·- go abead with a paving pro-
'' ·Sorense~ t~ld the bo~~' ject, paying about 75 per-
~very· deflrutely feel this 1s cent of the cost of the sur-

n4! right''. - faein • 
: . The supervisors also sent ' Ac~ording to Sorensen, 
a letter .to Carl Oehl, who the first Conroy .assess"­
:h'\d asked the county to ment diatric~ ·o· 85-per .. 
repair boles in ttl~ ~P cent of tbe surfacing cost 
·around the post o~fice m and 56 percent of the total · 
South Amana, noting tbe project cost; the total cQst 
loop w~s not part of ~e mcludes grading . 
. county road system. He told the board the 

'The board said the county second assessment district 
!s responsible for two lanes is . included in the . budget ' 
lDito ~e loop, but not the they approved during the 

~
op Itself. . mo'ming session. 
The supervtsors met with . . 
arry Bryant, county soU (Please tum to page 12):,: 
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LEAVE IT ON . TOPI CROP RESIDUE SAVES SO·IL 
I 

Here's how much it takes to protect against erosion 

· Raindrops from a one-:inch · rain on qne acre of 
tlare soil _produce energy to % ton of TNT! Corn­
stalks or -crop residue on top the ground soften the 
blow, saving soil. 

For a good job of erosion control, from both 
wind and water, you need at least 3000 lb. of resi­
due per acre. That's about the amount shown at the 
right. It cuts soil losses in half, and works even bet­
ber with contouring and terracing. 

The photos below will give you an idea of what 
the variousQmounts of residue look like. More speci­
fic information on conservation · tillage in Iowa 
County, is available at your local Iowa County Soil 
Conservation District office in Williamsburg, Iowa. 

No residue 

3000 pounds 
per acre 

Conventional plowing leaves little or no 
residue on the soil surface. 

This amount of residue cuts .soil loss to 
Y2 that from conventional (onns o'f tillage. 

I o 

·' 

_......_ 

1500 pounds 
per acre 

5000 pounds 
per acre 

IOWA .COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT NEWSLEnER 
I 

At least this much ~residue must be left•to 
save soil with conservation tillage. 

On longer and steeper slopes, more resi-
due is needed to control erosio~. · 

WILLIAMSBURG, IOWA 
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_ COUNTY ADVERTISER Williamsburg, Iowa Thur1d.1Yr Se1 
W Ccnuervation Speech & E .. y Contest To· Be \feld · 

•&u Conservation ·· Lifelint to Continued Prosperity
11 

wili 
be .the top,ie for the 1976 Soil Conservation Sp8ech Contest to 
be sponao,.. by the Iowa County Soli Conservation District. · 
The contest Is open to all senior high school students as well as 

Lamar Shima Wins IOwa 
County Speech Contest 

· 1976 high school graduates that · , in Iowa County. ThE 
contest will be held Oct. 6, 1 prizes are $15,$10 & 

· t& for first, secohd and third · 
An essay contest on the 

an the county level for juniOil high . who reside in the 
county. Each school will be ited ·to 3 .... ys to be entered in 
~nty competition. -Each e nt will read ttleir essay tl'le night 
of the cont8$t. Prizes for.tt\is~ntest will be$10, $7.50 and $5 
for first, second and thi.rd placings. · 

The, regional and state levels of the contest are co~ponsored 
by the Ladies Auxiliary', of the Iowa Associat~~ of Soil Conser­
vatio.n District CommissiOners and the Grinnell Mutua,l Rein­
surance Company, GrinneU, Iowa. 

The winner of the local . speech contest will advance .to the 
regional competition which will be held in November. Regionaf 

. contest prizes will consist of $30, $20"and $15 for first, second, 
and third placings respectively. One $10 Merit ~ward recipient 
per region may be selected at the discretion of the judges. An 
elltJble recipient is limited to an outstanding contestant who has 
not eotered the tenth ·grade by ~ the time of the regional 
conteet. · 

The state contest will be held on Nov. 29 .. 1976, at the An· 
nUll Confere.nce for Soil Conservation DistrF Commtssienen 
in Des Moines, Iowa. The first place winner in the state con­

. tilt will receive a $300 college scholarshiR- and $110 ·in cAsh. 
The seeond and third place awards in the state con~est will 
consist of $85 and $60 in cash respectively. . 

Anyone interested iri entering the 1976 Soil Conservation 
Speech . Contest may obtain contest information from the Iowa 
County Soil Conservation District office or the nearest Voca­

. tional Ag•ricu1ture D~partment. · The sponsors encourage all 
youths, whether rural . urb8J1, to enter this very educational . 
and rewarding contest. 

WILLIAMSBURG _La-
mar Shima of Marengo won 
the Iowa soil conservatiort 
district speech contest held 
at Williamsburg Wednesday. 

Arlin Karsten of Marengo 
won second and Kenneth 
Ward of Marengo placed 
third~ 

All three boys attend the 
Iowa Valley Community high 
school and were coached by' 
Altdy Rowe; their vocational 
agricultural instructor. 

Joan Welsh and Kathy 
D~ both of Williamsburg, 
received fourth and fifth 
places respectively. Shima 
will represent Iowa county at 
the regional speech contest 
to be held in November. The 
wi in the regional con-
te 11 advance to the state. 

est to ,be held November 
3t) in ·nes MoiJ186. The topic 
of the speech is "Soil , Co~er­
vation, Ufeline to Continued 
Prosperity". 

· . Trophies were provided to 
the top three winners and the 
Iowa soil conservation dis­
trict gave cash prizes of $20, 
$15 and $10 for the three top 
places. 

The r~onal and state con­
test fs ~nsored by the La­
dieg ~Wdliary of the Iowa 
Assn. Soil Conservation 
District Commissioners and 
Grinnell Mtittial Reinsurance 
Company. Cash prizes in the _ 
regional · and state contest to­
tal $1,230. 

A new contest was fried 
this year for }\lhior high evel 

students. Nine junior )ligh 
students from Amana Cog~­
munity, Deep River-Millers­
burg and Williamsburg Com-

.. m 'ty schools participated 
in t contest. · 

This' contest was an essay, 
written on tbe same subject 
as the. contest by the 
student read to the 
judges.-E eehool was lim-

, ited ~ ~ entries. 
Angela Bendorf, Amana 

Community, was awarded 
first place. Twinkle Dawson 
and Brenda Arp, Williams­
burg Community, reeeived 
second and third places re­
spectively . 

Other contestants were J u­
lie Ohler and Lori Hahn, 
Amana Community, Joe 
Welsh, Williamsburg Com­
munity, Charlene Colling­
wood, Carol Lacina and War­
ren -Jordon of Deep River­
Millersburg. 

Prizes of $10, $7.50 and $5 
were-given to the top . thre · 
places by the Iowa soH con-
serv n district. , . 
Ju~ for the contest were 

pam Buck, Farmers Trust & 
I ' ~vings bank, Corrine Tandy, 
I el~mentary pri,ncipa~ of Deep 
\ River-Millersburg school, 

aqd Lowell McKean, Iowa 
cy extension director. 

timer. was Betty 
of Marengo. Prizes 
nted by Keith E - · 

·Soil Saving Is TremendouS Respon ibility 
' ochSon; Iowa · county i1 

I 

. Soil conservationists 
about the fact that 
from the l!ln,1ntll1n.:, ... 

L t~~~~~~~!)j~~~~· o r water quality ·_ 
F~ is the county l>er one pollut.f.tnt; a 

in the 
er for food. 
tion helps 
re. · 
do his or 
ommodi-

ty e epeatedly 
said-everyo~ benefits, and eve ne hould pay 
their share fcJr keeping the soil odu tive. 

Iowa is unique in being the on stat to provide 
sUite tax money for cost-shaing on soil conserva­
t.on, but the ax money al01i~ isn't ·enough to 
protect all the .land needin~ care to prevent 
ef91ion. Some of it has to come out of the farmer's 
J>O(!tet. · . · 
. ·The state. legislature appfOpriated ,000,000 to 

be spent this year on 50 percent cost-share basis 
with l~ndowners. on· a $3,000 terrace job, for 
in~tance, the farmer would pay $1,510 and the 
state would pay an equal amount. · . 

of food; , povert - ~rmers depend on 
for a living; and an ecbnomic sl . -

r•l'l·- ·,···re is our leading export business.· 
o often take our soil for granted ;~ b e 
't. We have lost half the topsoil in Io on 
cted sloping land. We have only sit to 

eight ches of topsoil left on those lands, and.we 
are Io "-ng another· inch every 12 ·years. . 

·ln a other generation of farming our topsoil 
could gone from unprotect~d. sloping lari<fr. 

The county has experienced severe erosion in 
the last several years. We would encour age 
landowners to take advant~ge of state and fe eral 
progr.ams . to save the smf and encourag the 
program to continue at a faster pace than in the 
past. · 

State anilederal tncentiveprograms, however 
are not ~oi to provide the entire solution to the 
soil erosion problem. Thos~ farmin~the land have 
to have enduJth pride in· their farm to in itute 
adequate soift1 ~.ali on . practices wi h or . 
without doses of f~Cieral or state aid. · 

.. Since. the state cost-share program wes · in- · 
ttiated In 1~73, $10,500,000 has been appropriated 
by the Iowa general assembly for use In conjunc-
tion with t~e progra_m.. / _ . What do'es a farmer have to · leave the next 
. Fitn~s ~reallocated to indiyidual soil conserva- gener~tion of his family if the soil on the fa.mily 

tton dlitr~cts on a conservatiOn n~eds basis T-be . f9rm Is gope? There are a number of farms in the 
Iowa eount~Sli eoaserva tj01i district has rec~~ ·, ~\lnty which were h~nored 'this year a~ ~ViJ?g 
ed $ 73,682 from the progr~tn. · . been In the sam.e family for ·over 100 years. Will 

These funds are i11 addition to federal monies they· endure another 100 years? . · 
already co~ing into Iowa through the agriculture No, not with 'a to~~oil loss of an inch every 
conservation rrogram administered oy county twelve years. Practic-ing soil conservation, 
committees o_ the ag. riculture stabilization and - although it costs money that might well be spent 
conservat!on se:rvi~e:.", ' . . ~omewhere else, shows pride in the land and faith 

These Incentives for soil con~ervation are .In the future. - . 
actually a way ~f havin,g ~oci~ty pay for its share Our topso~l is a. le~~c~ which can only be 
of th~,co~t_ of ~~ving the.soll.lt Is a' 'pay no~ or ~ay pre~erved· With the Institutio.n of good soil conser-
later situation, and · If a "pay later" situatiOn vation procedures. It Is an Irreplaceable legacy 
occurs, tte cost may be tremendous. and each farm owner and/or operator should, 

Can you imagine ~what it would be like with no with a sense of pride, do what he has to do to 
~ topsoil? That would mean nd good lak~~- all would preserve. his most valuable a.sset. 

coinmissi~n~~· 

I 
f 

/' 



-Gazette photo by AI Swegle 

Four high school students judged soils at the Johnson county fairground in Iowa City as a soil 
conservation official, Bill Mulder of Iowa City, second from right, supeNised. The students are, left to · 
right~ John Ivory,. 16, of Washington, Polly Autrey, 17, of Tiffin, Andy ~timmel, 17, of Tiffin, and 
Duane Hammen, 14, of Washington. the judging took place as part of the annual three-county con-. 
test sponsored by soil districts in Iowa, Johnson, and Washington c~unties. 

Mid-Prairie Again Tops 
Soil Judging Event 

IOWA CITY- Two Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
teams from Mid-Prairie high school at Wellman again domi­
nated the tricotinty soil judging cqntest held ,at the Johnson 
coun~ fairground here Tuesday afternoon. ~ 

Mid-Prairie teams won both the junior and senior divi­
sions of the CQntest, repeating the school's win of a year ago 
When there was .only one diyision in the contest. 

A junior division was added to the cont~st this year to 
attract novice ~~tries, but ironically a first-tii:ne competitor, 
Duane Hammen of Washington, scored higher in the junior 
division than the senior winner, Keith Hotz of Lone Tree. 

Hammen scored 269 points while Hotz scored 242 
points. 

Some 79 members of eight FF A chapters from Iowa, 
Johnson and ~ashington count!es competed. in the contest. 
Competitors were asked to rate soils at thr'ee sites and to 
complete a written examination. Each section of the contest 
took ten minutes to complete. 

Members of the first-place senior team from the Mid­
Prairie FF A chapter included: Tim Krabill, Ed Chabal and 
John Gent. The second-place senior team from the Keota 
FFA chapter included: Nick Weber, Mark Hahn and Kenny 
Gretter. 

Members of the first-place junior team from Mid-Prai­
rie included: Lyle Stutzman, Joe Griffith and Errol Bontra­
ger. The second-place team from Washington included: 
Hammen, Ron Fee and Joe Rosien. 

Entries in the contest doubled over last year. A total of 
26 teams competed in this year's contest compared with 12 
teams a year ago. · 

Eight of the 10 schools invited to compete in the con­
test sent representatives. Schools represented in the con­
test included: Clear Creek at Tiffin, Benton Community at 
Van Horne, Iowa Valley at Marengo, Mid-Prairie at Well­
man, Solon, Keota, Washington and Lone Tree. · 

The contest is sponsored by the Iowa, Johnson and 
Washington county soil conservation districts. 

I 

1 Nine Compete 
1
1n Soil 

I J~~=i~o:a ~~~!e~~a-
tion/ai agriculture students 
took part in the Iowa, John­
son and washington 
counties soil conservation 
judging contest at the John­
son county fairgrounds 
Tuesday. 
T~IOng part were Ken­

neth'Ward, Joel Smith, .Ar­
lin Karsten, Lamar Shima, 
Scott Stanerson, all 
juniors; Jercy McKusker, 
Tom Peska, Todd Rathj~n. 
and Reo Straw, 

, sophomores. 
I Other activities this week 
included the library ·staff 
district convention Tues­
day, junior high football at 
Clear Creek on Wednes-

1 

day; ·varsity football 
pga~nst English Valleys 
there Friday night, district 
boys cross country Satur-
day. 

Next Monday, Oct. 13, 
junior varsity football will 
meet EV there, while there 
will be an invitation cross, 
co.untry track meet here 
OcL 19. Juruor high foot­
bailers will meet W)lliams­
burg there Oct. 20. 
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Matthew 
Hollywood, 
ing rel 
the Hugh 
Lawrence 
until Oct. 10. 
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.there. 
Mrs. Carro 

her sister, 
1 Mumm, Wi 

spent last 
J \owa, with 
t E!lwards'. 

The William 
Mary were in ERS 

- burg Saturday WINN -
1 ing in the Ralph ck row, was .1 home. ' county s~l . . 

Mrs Clarencelntest Oct. · ST WAS NEW - Jumor htgh 
u .... n ......... ,...~----~ht , was s com~eted in an row a county 

soil conser.vaUon speeeh cQDtes Oc 6. 
Left to rig re row Angela 
Bendorf, first ; Warren Jprda~ , Carol . 

~d'o/k:14 ~~~ ~li /o-ny7i 
Avoid Erosion Problems - - • 

/ 

Give Tips For 
·Fall Ti II age 

I 

~n earlier-than-usJJal erosion," Amemiya said. 
harvest this year means . · Following com: Operate 
farmershavemoretimefor a chisel or disk so tllat the 
working their land this fall. soil is left as rough with 
But, Lowell McKean, Iowa as much residue on 
county extension director ce as possible. Wo 
warns; fall plowing or disk- illg land on the cont • 
ingencouragessoile.rosion. A di~k is not as ef ctive 

Min Amemiya, exten- as a chisel for erosion con­
sion agr~momist at Iowa trol because it buries more 
Sta university, has sug- residue. Disking is better I 

ges ops for avoiding po- . than complete iacor­
tentfal serious erosion poration of residue as with 
problems that can occur a moldboard plow. 
between harvest and the A chisel plow with 
time next year's crop strai~ shanks can 1 ave 
covers the ground: , as much as 75 percent he 

Following svybeans: crop residue on the s r- I 
Don't use a moldboard plow face. With curv~d s ls, 
or disk. Fall disking after about 50 to 60 percen the 
soybeans can cause erosio~~r · residue will remain ~n the 1 

as s vere a~ that following surface. 
fal• moldboafd plowing. A di will leave 2& to 50 

If fall til~age is neces- percent of the residue on 
sary; use a chise plt>w. the surface. All of e resi­
Leave the soil as roqgb and due cart be incorporated 
with as much residu en the itb a oldboard plow. ' 
surface as possible. In uneral: Limit ~I • 

Lacina, Charlene Collingwood, Bren­
da Arp, third; back row Lori Hahn, 
Julie Oehler, Joe Welsh and Twinkle 
Dawson, second. 

Chisel sloping fiel ds moldbcilrd plowing to fields \ 
along the contour of the that llave little ero.on 
land - a chisel operated tQ)- a~rd. Plow the Umd 
and-down hill will invite ugl, leaving · some .. rest­
severe water erosion be- ue sticking out. Make no 

1 
cause the furrows left by further smoothing -----~~---
the chisel provide channels operations. 1 fall: · 
for water flow. Plow gently slopi land snn~'~'*"'irt' 

If. a chisel-type tool is not on the contour. Donotmold-
av~Ilable,, delay f:ill tillage· board plow slopes greater up n· 
until sprmg. Untilled soy- than 5 percent. moisture reserve 
be~n stubble ca,~ contr~l When moldboard Pl - · On heavy-texJu aad 
s.oll move.ment. ~here 1s ing level to nearly level. poorlY ck~ed soi ..ay 
httletogambyfall~llageof land subject to wind be nearly imJ)C)Ss e to 
soy. n ground, but muc.h erosion, leave unplowed delay all Ullage untitspring 
to lose through soil stripsabout25feetwidefor and still get the soil in 

every 100 to 125 fee& of proper condition for timely 
plowed ground. The un- planting. Some fall tillage 
plowed strips will serve as is beneficial under those 
windbreaks. conditions. 

Don't moldboard plow Amemiya reminds far-
soils low in organic matter mers of the hazards of un­
or soils with a high silt con- necessarily exposing soil 
tent. These soils tend to run over winter to possible 
together and will require water and wind erosion. 
spring tillage anyway. Last season is a good 

Leave sandy soils example. Lack of snow 
untilled in the fall. They are cover and high winds 
subject to severe wind caused much wind erosion 
erosion if fall tilled. early in 1976. 

Spreads Wo~k Load . Most of the blowing. soil 
The agronomist says that · came from fields that had 

fall tillage spreads a far- been disked or moldboard 
mer's work, load and per- plowed the previous fall, 
m~ts early spring pf~nting. especially on land that ha~ 
Without some fall tillage, · been in soybeans. Follow­
all field work must be done ing that, heavy spring rains 
in the spring. With some im- caused water runoff and 
plements and on some soils, soil ~rosion. 

~----------------
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Lamar Shima Wins 
Soils Speech Contest 

Lamar Shima, wi~er iii 
Iowa county, Oct. 6, will ad­
vance to the regional Iowa 
soil conservation speech 
contest in November. 

ima, an Iowa Valley high 
school junior, is the son of 
the Edward Shimas. 

Arlin Karsten won second 
and Kenneth Watd placed 
third;. they are also LV jun­
iors. Andy Rowe, I voca­
tional agricultural, in c­
tor, was their coach. 

Joan Welsh and Kattiy 
· Davis received fourth a)JM 

fifth places respective\Y ~ 
They attend Williamsbur.J 
Community hif!h school. 

The winner in the reg10 -
al contest will ·advance to 
the state contest Nov. 30 in 
Des Moines. Thetopicofthe 
s~ech is "soil conserva­
tion line to continued 
pros · y". , 

s Mutual, Wil-
' liaMshurg, provided 
troRhies to the top three 
'winiiers and the Iowa soil 
conservation district gave 
cash prizes of $20, $15 and 
$10 for the three top places. ' 

The regional and state 
contest is sponsored by the 
ladies aaxiliary otihe Ibwa 
association of soil eonser­
V1ation district coiltt'm.S-

sioners and Grinnell Mu­
tual reinsurance company. 
Cash prizes in the regional 
and state contest total 
$1,230. 

A new contest was held 
for junior · high students. 
Nine junior high studen' 
from Amana communit)', 
Deep River-MiUersbu~, 
and Williamsburg com­
munity schools partieipat­
ed. This contest was , an 
essay written on the same 
subject as the. speech con­
test by the student and 
read to tbe judges. ach 
school was limited to t ree 
entries. 

Angela Bendorf, Amana 
community, was awarded 
first place. Twinkle P. w­
son and Brenda A~ -
liamsburg commumt • .re­
ceived i second and third 
places 

1 
respectively. Other 

contes~ants were Julie dill­
er and: Lori Hahn, Amana 
community; Joe Welsh, 
Williamsburg community; 
Charlene Collingwood, 
Carol Lacina, and Warren 
Jordan, Deep River-MjJ-
lersburg. 

Prizes of $10, $7.50 and$5 
were given to the top three 
pl~<yes by the IQwa soil con­
servation district. . 

Judaes for the conte 
were Sam Buck, Fanners 
Trust and Savings bank; 
Corrine Tandy, elemen­
tary principal of DR-M 
school, . and Lowell 
McKean, Iowa county ex­
te 'on director. Timer was 
Betfy l{ouchka, Marengo. 
Prizes "re presented by 
Keitb Enocbson, Iowa SCD 
commissioner. 



\VERE ·wiNNERS- Awiirds-were made last week to 
those carrying out soil conservation practices on their 
farms. Left to right are ·Kenqy Dayfs,' Ladora, new co­
operator; Richard Bean, Parnel}, tenant,. and F.W. 
Tomasek, Gri11nell, owner in ~hy owner-tenant divi-

sion; and Russell Pence, Keota, overall conservation 
winner. Group was cited for the practices on tli~ir 
farms including contour farming, grassed waterways, 
terraces, 'ponds and other erosion control devices. 

; 

· ':;r~h-t .Ll.vua C-i-/ ~~ I' 1- ~ - 7.6 

County 178 awarGs plaqL:Je at 
·county cOnservation banquet . 

Iowa County Farm Bureau 
awarded a plaque to· Kenneth 
Davis, Ladora, for his conserva­
tion practices on his farm in ~ilQt 
township. This award, presenteCi 
by Larry Beyer, Farm Bureau 
president, was given Mr. Davis at 
the annual conservation awards 
banquet on Wednesday evening, 
Oct. 20th. The banquet was held 
at the Middle America Restaurant 
at Williamsburg. 

Kenneth Davis farms 185 acres 
just north of Lake, Iowa. He has a 
grain and livestock operation. 
Kenneth was the winner of the 
new cooperator award. He won 
this award by maintenance of 3.5 
acres of grassed waterways and 
farming on the contour. 

Some 2,650 feet of tile outlet 
terraces were constructed this 
year. Another 1,050 feet of tile II 
was added to serve as terrace 
outlets. To be eligible for this 
award, a farm contestant must be j 
a cooperator in the district for less 
than 2 years. 

Other awarqs presented during 
the program were: Overall 
conservation winner went to 
Russell Pence, Leota. Owner­
tenant division winners were F. 
W. Tomasek, Grinnell, and 
Richard Bean, Parnell. Classroom 
teaching award went to Mrs. Don 
Hammes, Sigourney, wJJ.O teaches 
in the · .• English. Valley School in 
North English. · 

Award winners at the Iowa County Soil Conservation awards banquet 
held on Wednesday, Oct. 20th, shown here are left to right:· Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Davis, Richard Bean, Mr. and Mrs: F. W. To~asek and 
Russell Pence. -

Speec.h WinnerS 
Winners in the east central Iowa regional soil conservation speech con~- · 

test Monday night at the Highlander in Iowa City included this trio of high 
. school teenagers. They are, left to right: lamar Shima of Marengo, second 
place; Renie Baker, Muscatine, third place; and Curtis Stutzman, Wellman, 
first place. Shima is. the son oi' Mr. and Mrs. Edward Shima, Miss Baker ts 
the da,ughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Baker, and Stutzman is the son of Mr: 
and Mrs. Stanley Stutzman. Q,ther speech contestants and the counties they 
represented included: Kevin Thompson, Benton county; T~m Pearce, Cedar 
county1 Cindi De<;oster, Poweshiek; Mary Ford, Scott; and Tim Krabill, 
Wash1ngtc;m. 



- Gazette photo by AI Swegle 

Terrace construction totals literally went off the chart compiled by the 
Iowa county soil conservation district office last year, but Iowa county farm­
ers -are half way to last year's totals in construction that has taken place 
since Oct. 1: Here Harry BryQnt, right, county soil conservationist, shows 
the chart to a soil construction worker, Jim Jones, left, of Williamsburg. 

rm News 
, Iowa County Farmers Put 

In 12 Miles of Terraces 
WILLIAMSBURG - Iowa county farmers have built 12 

· miles of tile-outlet terraces the past two months, and soil 
officials expect the county will run out of state cost-sha·ring 
money by the end of December. 

"We've probably put in more terraces thatT that," the 
district soil conservationist, Harry. Bryant of Williamsburg, 
added, "but w~ haven't had a chance to check other projects 
out yet." 

Bryant is concerned that the county will spend $59,000 
in state cost-sharing fu:tads in only six months. The state 
funds were allocated in July. 

"We've turned down a lot of applicatic:~ms, including 
three farmers who were in just before you came," Bryant 
told The Gazette this·week. 

"I don't know how much money we could spend in the 
county on erosion control if we had it." 

Bryant told of one Miliersburg farmer who built I,300 
feet of tile-outlet terraces this year. State funds were availa­
ble to match the money spent by the farmer on the project. 

"He wanted to do more, so he's going ahead on his 
own," Bryant said. "He's building the terraces with his own 
tractor and scraper using our Soil Conservation Service de-
sign work." ' .. 

Soil conservation activity picked up in Iowa county on 
Oct. I, as farmers completed their harvesting activity. The 
federal government is also beginning its fiscal year Oct. I. 
' During the past fiscal year, Iowa count~ farmers built 
some I05,000 feet of terraces. Since farmers' there have al­
ready built 60,000 feet of terraces, Bryant expects to top 
the 100,000 feet mark by the end of December. · 

Iowa county farmers have built eight ponds since Oct. 
I. 

Although Bryant would like to have more state money 
available for soil conservation work, federal funds will be 
released about the first of January, so the soil conservation 

1 
program in Iowa county probably will continue to set rec­

~ ,.. ords next y8ar. 
r 
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Soil Proiect Handles 900 Acres 
MARENGO - ·Raymond Jieitman, 44, and his brother, 

Wayne, 27, can't use a ditch as a dividing line for farming 
one of the fields owned by their mother, Alma. 

· The ditch was closed up as part of a $90,000 soil conser­
vation project being conducted jointly by seven farmers 
nine miles south of Marengo. 

At one time the ditch was the marshy area of the field, 
but now the ditch has been replaced by two lines of 12-inch 
tile. The tile on the Heitman place will be connected with 
tile lines on the Gordon McCaw, Ronald Mohr, Leroy Bral, 
Iva Lillie, and Milton Heitman places. 

Eight Miles of Tiles 
When completed a year or two from now, the project 

will drain a 900-acre watershed and will involve over six 
miles of terraces and over eight miles of tile lines. 

The project is the largest to date in Iowa county. 
Harry Bryant, Iowa county soil district conservationist, 

said the project has· aroused the interest of other farmers 
downstream. 
· "They're talking about closing up the watershed over a 

three- or four-mile area towards the county home," Bryant 
explained. "This may be. eight to ten years away, but it 
could make the total project one of the largest in the state." 

The two Heitman brothers are sold on the benefits of 
the project, although they admitted the conservation work 
cost sbmewhat more than they first expected. 

Drained a Trouble Spot 
Raymond Heitman pointed to a third of an acre area on 

his farm which he said "hasn't been farmed since I bought 
the pl~ce in 1970." Heitman recalled getting a tractor and 
disk in the area, "and I didn't think I could ever get it 
out.•• 

Most hillsides in the watershed area will be protected 
by tile-outlet terraces, which funnel excessive runoff from 
the terraces underground through tile lines. 

This eliminates the problem of ridging which occurred 
in grassed waterways from old-style terraces. 

\ :\~ , . , .. .. 

'The grassed waterway was established to replace a 
ditch, but, unfortunately, the grass would .grow too thick in 

. the center of the waterway, and the runoff would create 
two ditches down the side,'' Bryant explained. 1 

'The farmer would end up with two ditches in place of 
one." 

Commissioners Cited 
The Heitmans said they became interested in the con· 

servation project through the contact work done by two lo· 
wa county soil commissioners, Fred White and Dick 
Mouchka. 

The farmers held meetings last winter, and the soil 
commissioners helped arrange .for state and federal financ· 
ing of the· project. 

"Technically, the project is being financed on a 50-50 
basis with farmers assuming half of the cost and the federal 
and state funds taking care of the other half," Bryant said. 

"In actuality, the cooperating farmers will be assuming 
something like 65 to 70 percent of the cost, because most 
farmers want more conservation work done on their farms 
than just the group project." 

Reason for Doing Project 
One farmer downstream from the Heitman group proj­

ect does his own conservation work. The farmer follows 
~il Conservation Service guidelines, but _he pays for the 
work done himself with no cost-sharing assistance. 

Wayne Heitman had a simple answer to the ·question of 
why participate in such a large group project. Standing on 
top of the gravel road in front of the large 25-foot concret~ 
structure that handles the runoff of all the drainage area, 
Heitman looked at the level ground put back in production 
by the conservation effort. 1 

"That looks beautiful," Wayne said, "but just look on 
the other side of the road where no conservation work has 
been done. That's how our farm looked before the conserva­
tion work was started." 

, The dramatic effects of 
a soil conservation project 
can be shown in two farm 
scenes photographed 
across the road from each 
other. The two Heitman 
brothers - Wayne, right, 
and Raymond - stand in 
front of a new soil -erosion 
control structure that re­
placed a ditch on their 
farm south of Marengo. In 
photo at right, the two 
brothers stand in a ditch 
across a gravel road 
where erosion has not 
been controlled. 






