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[ District’s Annual
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
July 1, 1982 — June 30, 1983

IMBUDGET
Commissioners travel EXYQHS& todistrict, regional & state
meetings and other travel in county on districtbusiness. ....................$ 578.86
Office Supplies & Expenses ot SRR AR SR A fu e R RS 492.57
Total Allocation Sakys e, 5 cieianl$ 107043
1IMBUDGET
Salary, travel, I ; for State Employee . ............ $ 14,388.00
COMMISSIONERS REVOLVING FUND
Balance on Hand July 1, 1982 . L $ 2,039.05
Receipts July 1, 1982 — June 30, 1983 . . .. . . 3,166.65
Total Funds Available oA 5,205.70
Miscellaneous Expenses SRV AT SR LA i 2,904.22
Balance on Hand June 30, 1983. .. ... ...\ ..oueennennnseenneannn, 2,301.48
HIM BUDGET
1982-83 Fiscal Year Total Allocation v § 69,595.00
1982-83 Amount Spent on Conservation Practices 68,479.81
1982-83 Amount pending — seeding in Spring . . 420,00
1882-83 Funds Released ... .... =2 R 695.15
1983-84 Fiscal Year Total Allocatior AEas $102,205.00
1983-684 Amount Spent on Conservation Practices . 49,624.61
1983-84 Amount Pending I =% B A 12,515,00
1983-84 Unobligated Funds . . ... . Al rerele S e T RN 40,065.39
DISTRICT GOVERNING UNIT
James Burrack, Arlington ok g . ... Chairman
Jonathan Steege, Mays .. Vice Chairman
Leslie Anderson, Cl . Secretary
Paul Nuss, Hawkeye Treasurer

George Halstead, West Union Commissioner
DISTRICT EMPLOYEE

Belva J. Baver .. Clerk-Typist Il

U.S.D.A. SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE
District Conservationist
Soil Conservationist
- Soil Conservationist
- Soil Conservation Technician
alie.e - . Soil Conservation Technician
DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Gerald L. Muff

ay G. Custer
Wendell B, Jones .
J.K. “Bud"’ Siebrecht
AW. “Wally” Oxley

entered on duty 10/10/83

Number  Acres
Cooperalor Agreements. sy S5 LS 2,368
Soil & Water Conservation Plans . 3,802
Farms & Groups Serviced A e )
Farms & Groups Applying One or More Practices RS

MAJOR PRACTICES APPLIED
Waste Management Systems (number) .3
Minimum Tillage (acres)
Contour (acres)
Windbreaks, Farmstead & Feedlot (acres)
Grade Stabilization Structures (number) 2
rassed Waterways (acres)
Striperopping (acres)
Waler & Sediment Control Basin (feet)
Tile Outlet Terraces (feet) . ...
Wildlife Upland Habitat Management (acres)

HIGHLIGHTS OF DISTRICT ACTIVITIES, 1983
The District Commissioners held regular monthly meetings and attended special
meetings to conduct the business of the district. This included plans and preparations for
the various events that are sponsored by the district, also reviewing all new cooperators,

ayette County Soil
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The Fayette County Seil Con
servation  District Com
missioners are shown here
one of their regular meetngs.
Seated in front are ('l_}!l'
Halstead of West Union at Jll"i
Burrack of Arlington. Burmc!
is chairman. In the back areJon
Steege of Maynard, ¥ice
chairman; and Paul Nuss of
Hawkeye, treasurer,

| |

by Gerald Muff
District Conservationist
Would it be an overstatemert
to say ‘‘the soil conservatin
is finally rolling

basic conservation plans, group plans, cost-share
and completed cost-share projects
public was informed of soil conservation progress with news stories and radio

releases. The office staff and assisted with or conservation tours,
talks, demonstrations, presentations and contests.

In January Jerry Muff, District Conservationist (DC) and Jay Custer, Soil Con-
servationist (SC) attended several training sessions at U.LU., Fayette.

George Halstead, C assisted in ing Volga Lake Com
mittee members. Plans were made for smallgroup meetings to be held during the winter

Tnre Slw?h Bill — 22 landowners applied for approximately 470 acres of wet lands,
recreational lakes, forest cover, rivers and streambanks, and open prairie for property tax
exemptions subject to approval by County Board of Supervisors

No-Tillers Club and V(-Esmol Chemical Co. es&mnsored abus to Eastern lowa Tillage Show
in Cedar Rapids. Fifty-four people participat

Muff, DC and Custer, SC presented information on Soil Less in lowa and wildlife to a
senior class at North High Scl

Custer, SC presented conservation information to 2 classes of 8th graders at West Central
School

A contractors meeting was held for contractors who work in Fayette County

Bud Siebrecht, Soil Conservation Technician (SCT) returned to work paritime in March
and full-time in April after recovering from an accident at home.

Wally Oxley and Sigbrecht, SCTs attended training session at U.1.U., Fayette.

Fayette and Winneshiek Counties held a joint woodland and windbreak meet at Area 1
Technical School, Calmar,

Muff, DC gave soil conservation presentation at St. Francis Catholic Church, Fayette to
Strangers & Guests, a Catholic rural environmental organization

Custer, SC helped implement *'Living Snowfence'” project with North High FFA and
Valley FFA. lowa Department of Transportation (DOT) was consulted on site and species
of shrub selections, Approximately one-half mile was planted in Spring,

The Soil Conservation District held a breakfast for local clergymen in Fayette County to
encourage participation during Soil Stewardship Week in May. Muff, DC presented a slide
set on local soil conservation projects and slide set tape on wildlife,

Volunteers in Protecting Soil (VIPS) worked with staff on layout of practices, checkout
and office work. Andy Oxley, Ossian, worked several days in May and June before retur-
ning to UN.I, Cedar Falls and Jim Arnold, Oelwein worked one day a month for several
months on layout A

Custer, SC prepared and presented soil loss data for Co-op No-Till Field Day.

Custer, SC served as group leader for Youth Leadership Program at Springbrook Con-
servation Education Center.

Fayette County No-Tillers Club took a bus tour of Dan Statmueller farm in Jones County
and viewed several local fields on return trip.

Jon Steege, Commissioner and Muff, DC gave a presentation at Region 4 Commissioner
meeting at Valhalla

Louis Hutter, Center township, was chosen for Izaak Walton Windbreak Award entry.

Technical staff attended Volga River Forestry Field Day. Muff, DC presented soil loss
difference on grazed vs. nongrazed woodland.

At Annual Farm Bureau Banquet, Muff, DC gave a presentation of the conservation
r;““m applied by this year’s Outstanding Conservation Farmer Charles Jacobsen, West

nion.

Wendell Jones, Soil Conservationist from Walnut Grove, Miss., entered on duty at West
Union Field Office in October tatioEAl/She Hlih

Muff, DC and Jones, SC gave presentations ‘mont High School Ag class on *'Soil
Conservation in fowa" and * Wildlife, a Product of the Land."" v :

Custer, SC gave a presentation on *'Soil Erosion In Towa'" at North High FFA Initiation

et

Wally Oxley, SCT received “Superior Performance Award” and a cash incentive for
work performed in 1983

Custer made a presentation to the West Central Junior High School eighth grade class on
soil conseryation and wildlife o

Jones and Custer, SCs gave a presentation on Soil loss equation to a sophomore FFA class
at West Central High School

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Fayette Soil Conservation District actively promotes soil conservation, but not
without tremendous assistance from others
‘e would like to express our gratitude to the following:
Fayelte County Extension Service — outstanding help in promoting the No-Till Program
ASCS — for their cooperation in administering an effective cost-share program. Fayette
*County Board of Supervisors — financial assistance of $1,000 for no-till promotion, apy o
allowing the Slough Bill tax exemptions. Fayette No-Tillers Board for promoting no-til
the county angd organizing tillage tours. Department of Soil Conservation — state cost-share
rmgnm and the No Interest Loan Program. lowa Family Farm Development Authority —
leadership on the Soil Conservation Loan Program. Towa Department of Transportation
Vo-Ag Dept, — North High and Valley High Schools, Fayette County Conservation staf{
Living Snowfence Project. lowa Conservation Commission, and FmHA. -
arthmoving and il contractors for their cooperation and fine Work in constricting
conservation practices, This includes help in surveying and layout of practices,
: vf}g | e%SDaers and radio stations and Uheir reporters covering soil conservation ac-
l;ayem County schools for teaching rur;servalion egucannn in the schools.
special the landowners and operators who vith us
(hroughath u&;:l:: goes to all th pe: ooperated with us

Read on and judge yourself.

First of all let's look at whal
terrace accomplishments have
been doing in the last several
years:

The year the ball got rolling

tike when our State of lowa
inteased state cost share funds
appoximately 30 percent
Mother  nice *improvement
withithe terrace program is the
relalively new narrow-base
terrace which is about half the
price of more conventional
grassback slope terraces. This
is because they require only

Tuesday,

February 28, 1984
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Foet of
Terraces Built
200,000
Terraces
Constructed
200,000
175,000 | InFayette  -3gmiles
County
150,000
124,065
125,000
100,000
75,000
DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST — Gerald servationist with the Fayette County Soil
Muff of West Union is the district con- Conservation District.
50,000
| CONSERVATION TILLAGE SURVEY
| Acres Forms:
25,000 —
! 8,000,000~ -60,000
(]
NOTE: Prior to 83 84
1981 on averoge &
of 50,000" or lass YEAR { 7,000,000~ 52,500
were bullt par yeer.
This increase is the result of about half the amount of earth G
many factors, PIK gave us an fill which means less soil | §000,000- 45,000
important benefit we've wanted disturbance, Improvements
for many years, that is the have been made recently with
opportunity to  construct terra layout which makes - |
terraces during summer mont terraces easier to farm | 5,000,000~ 500 ;
(see article "Plan for '8 This means the terraces have e b
Construction Work'' (? gentler and more n|\|lu'r;n | > |
acknowledge all benefits 0of Curves which are better suited to g
summer construction) modern sized equipment | 4,000,000~ p Luces - 30,000
a ~ults although perfectly parallel | e
of beinj Target” County. terracesare rarely achiev i | /
Nationally several areas were  While terraces have grown in g
des.gum% as having the most Popularity, they are not the  J 3,000,000~ / 22,500 ‘
critical soil erosion problems. number y lection for /
and therefore received moresoil_ €veryone. Conservation tillage
conservation rsonnel and 15 obviously the fastest growing -~ / =15,
funds tocombat the problem.  Conservation practicenotonlyin | 2,000,000~ 000
Fayette County received an Fayette County, but in the mid |
additional two full-time Soil West. Moldboard plows are | 87
Conservationists, Jay Custer almost given away at farm | 000000 e - 7,500
and Wendell Jones and one full- Sales. They've been replaced by 1 1000
time Soil Conservation the Soil Saver, Digger Disk
Technician, Wally Oxley. Conser-Till and multitude of
Previously only two full-timeé brand names of implements e . . A . — 7T —
and one part-time employe® Which are basically chisel-disk = T T ] ] A T ol X
worked as technical personnel i combinations. Of course the old Yeor 1968 69 70 7 72 73 74 75 76 7 78 79 80 8l

Fayette County. Our ASCS cost

share funds almost doubled at &

(Continued on Page 2)

All Other Yilloge - IOWA
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The year . ..
¢hisel plow and offset disk are
still popular among con-
servation tillage implements.
ese implements will leave
and incorporate crop resident
rather than bury it entirely
which has a significant soil
conserving value.

Notill has to be the most
effective of all conservation
tillage methods. This is only
logical as all the crop residue is
left on the soil surface as a
protective cover. Be sure to look
closely at the pictures of John
Garnier's no-till field and
Conventionally planted field in
(hls issue. Regardless of the

conservation tillage
implomen! you use ef-
fectiveness of reducing soil
erosion increases directly as the
percent of surface residue cover
increases. So why do many
farmers buy the big expensive
so called minimum tillage
implements only to take pride in
burying the residue with it?
These implements are never the
less improvements over the
moldboard plow. Speaking of
bandwagons and trends, have
you seen any of the latest
Desbicide. and pesticide com-
mercials aimed at reducing soil
erosion? Note the graph com
paring tons of soil lost for a
given slope with the varying
amouns of corn residue left on
the surface. (Fayette County's
Fainfall factor and our prairie
ils or Kenyons are exemplified

ih this graph.)
‘erraces and conservation
hllage aren t the only practices
at ve increased
dramallcall) Contour farming,
the easiest practice for most
farmers to apply because there
is no capital outlay needed, no
equipment change required (in
most cases) yet the soil saving
effectiveness is great
epending on the steepness and
Jength of slope, it can reduce
sheet erosion by as much as 50

QUANTITY OF SOIL EROSION WITH CONTINUOUS CORN

13.3

(Continued from Page 1)

percent. This is enough of a
reduction of soil loss to bring
many fields to within the ac-
rv.plzble sml loss initself.

rd of advice — please
ask Sml Conservation Service
(SCS) for contour layout
assistance. Many farmers think

they are contouring when
planting up from a
drainageway, or they plant

straight rows seemingly across
the slope — but usually not.

Why has contouring increased
so dramatically? Good question.
I suspect it is because of in-
creased visual soil erosion that
has occu last three
years, which is due in part to the
increased row crop intensity.
Maybe it's because of the in-
creased power steering in
tractors — who knows, 1 really
believe it comes automatically
with the departure of the plow. 1
know from first hand experience
how hard it is to plow fields on
the contour.

Contour stripcropping is one
of the greatest conservation
practices of all. It consists of
alternating strips of close grown
crops with row crops on the
contour, It can reduce soil loss
by 75 percent, offers excellent
wildlife viersity, aesthetically
pleasing to see, and is the most
natural method to conserve soil
available. The trouble is the

accomplishments for this
practice has not been growing as
the others, because there is a
shift from forage crops to row
crops  which makes strip-
cropping less popular. This
trend is not encouraging.

I believe we are making
progress in timber management
and wildlife habitat develop-
ment. It is very difficult to
document actual progress along.
these lines. But itis encouraging
to have approximately 500 acres
signed up under the “‘Slough
Bill” which qualifies a lan-
downer to place land in a tax-

exempt status if he leaves the
land for wildlife habitat and
does not disturb or use it for
economic gain. Timber Reserve
acres in Fayette County is
approximately 4,000 acres which
is also encouraging — this is
woodland that is also tax-
exempt but must have livestock
excluded, although timber and
firewood harvest may be made
as long as 250 trees per acre are
left. We can thank the County
Board of Supervisors and Dale
Hyman, ssessor, for their
support and assistance with
these programs. Many other
counties are much less sup-

porlive
While these growth curves and
other figures are encouraging to

the conservation minded,

&
does not give us reason to
off in promoting conserva
because

on,
problem  with
an also level

the

I'm personally very optimistic
about the future in soil con
servation, not as mucl
of the graphs and statisti
have but primarily
sense a major improvement of
the public's attitude. This is the
mostimpo actor of all

WOOD CHIP ENERGY
NEW YORK (AP) — Cutting
oil production by making em-
cient use of w waste has
enabled the paper nunu!actur-
ing industry to exceed its na-
honnl energy efficiency goal
rts Energy User News.
using such wood waste pro-
as wood cha and bark,
Il\dllﬂry

g

duc

percent between 1
while increasing pulp
paper board consumption by 13

ustry req|
amounts of genented heat lor
pmdummmcesses including
pulping

WATER EROSION

(Tons per Acre-per Year)

28.5

2.2

[ 1 I 1

6,000 3,000

=] TILL PLANT, STRIP TILLAGE, OR CHISEL PLANT, UP AND DOWN SLOPE.

[IIITITI Mo TiLLAGe,

1,000 6,000

Fall is good
time to work peps

on pastures

AMES — Early fall is n
excellent time to work
pastures for growth now Ind
next year. Farmers can
fall “grazing by avplyin
nitrogen on grass pastures n&
early fall is also a prime time tg!
go after weeds and brush, ae.
cording to Stephen Ba
lowa State University extension
agronomist

Pasture

CONTOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS Am)
FOR FAYETTE COUNTY v

NOTE: This graph only shows
the trend. Some year's ac-
complishments between
those shown have varied
significantly from the graph.

24

1970 1980

1500

grazing caj acn
increases when  weeds ' arg
removed because livesto k
graze more uniformly and waste 1000
less forage.

Clipping eliminates seed
production in some late.
floweirng weeds and weakens
perennial  broadleaf weeds,
making them easier to conlrnl
next year.

Fall spraying of grass >
pastures with 2,4D can contro]
weeds that start in late summer
and ones that regrowing from
earlier clipping.  Applying at
least 1 quart (1 pound active
ingredient) 2, 4-D per acre while
the weeds are actively growing
controls many common pasture
weeds. Weeds can continue to
grow as late as October:

00

N \\\\\l

1983
typist I with the SCS district office in West Union.

Notice to all Fayette Co. businesses:
This Fayette SCD Annual Report is distributed to over
14,000 residences — Show your support for Soil
Conservation by advertising in this yearly issue

Conservation Pays...

POUNDS, CORN RESIDUE ON SURFACE

UP AND DOWN THE SLOPE.

FIRST MAXFIELD MUTUAL
Insurance Association
31.5 P.O BOX 385
DENVER, IOWA 50622 Phone (319) 984-5255)
o Is Pleased To Announce
22.6 George and Dick Woodard of Woodard Ins. Serv-
H ice Co. as new members of its agency force, serv- -
ing Fayette County and surrounding area. They * g0
will be assisted by their capable assistant, Chris PNV"“‘Q
Meinecke of Fayette, currently a member of its H
agency force. A“Ehmw|
o ssistance
Woodard Insurance Service Co. To Make
114 South Vine West Union
ol 422-3831 No-Till
. Work For You
Richards Insurance Agency Fartiizer - Chemicals - Costom Application
1307 West Water Fayette
m 425.4227 West Union Co-op
403 South Vine 422-5656
3,000 1,000 Rd.L. Rd.R.
(PLOWED
UNDER)
6% SLOPE
360' LONG
K=0.32
R=175

U//77/7] CONVENTIONAL, UP AND DOWN SLOPE, SPRING PLOW.

Reduce tillage

to conserve
your topsoil

INWOOD — *“If your goal is to
conserve soil, reduced tillage is
just one way,” says Damon
Bahnson of rural lnwbod ll lh
only concern is savin
then reducing tillage can dn .hal
oo, he says.

Bahnson believes farmers who
are really concerned about
conserving soil should use all
conservation methods suited to
their area. He made a firm
commitment to soil con-
servation 10 years ago by setting
upa plan to terrace all land that
needed it. This gives him the
needed flexibility for reduced
tillage systems. Some years no-
il or striptill won't work
‘because of weed or moisture

roblems. By terracing, he
oesn't worry about erosion if
plowing or disking is needed
that year.

His soil is Moody silty clay
{oam with 2 to 6 percent slopes.
All terraces are broadbased
because he believes grass
backsloped lerraces aren't
needed on his soil

= The tillage he uses depends on
previous crop and field
cundmum each spring.

STOP IN
& SEE THE
NEW IDEA

—

Wik wose sesouRCES AT
Gonths Than e bifoat, the
Amisican Tunws & contivuad

VISIT THESE WEST UNION BUSINESSES

Who puts farmers first?
Ask your friends.

When you need some help. who do you go to? Your friends. When you
want the facts, who do you go to? Your friends — they always have the time
fo sit down with you and “hash things over”. And when you need a farm loan
what do your friends say? 1st National. Yep, your friends — they've been
around — they know what's what and that’s wny they bank at 1st National.

J

CLERK-TYPIST Il — Belva Bauer of Hawkeye is the clerk

E—

e ——

No-Till Planters GAGE & GAGE NE IOWA FARM DESSEL-ROACH 1st National — it's a union of friends!
PLUMBING | 1u' sastiacromce | , FLOOR COVERING
GLENCOE 609 5. Cometery West Union Hwy. 18W. West Union
Soil Equipmem Waest Union  Ph. 422-5691 Ph. 422-3602 422-3419
e ——
CERMANMUTUAL | 10N DRUG DESSEL'S ST 7
‘ A's“;‘::'::;‘c‘" Ul laza FURNITURE STORE R Financial So
Masew«gusm et J?n el West Union 611 W. Bradford OF WEST UNION F[ icndas
WEST UNION e 4223721 WestUnion  422-5302 = 4 Ol |
HIGHWAY 150 SOUTH SUPER VALU ClEA"olal!(a“C:"l'ﬂER INC. West Um.an"s(t,'rlﬁc)?é
WESTUNION Hwy. 188150 West Union West Unio West Union g = \'“
422314 Ph. 422.3565 sesteres 4226023 !' A235880
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S
CONSERVATIONIST — Jay Custer of West Union is a soil
conservationist with the SCS office,

Tax exemptions

in slough bill

by Jay Custer
Soil Conservationist
According to Jay Custer, Soil
Conservationist with the Soil
Conservation Service (SCS), the
county board of supervisors and
the county assessor's office
allow areas of farmland to be

with the exeption of Timber
Reserve, be used for economic
gain

Signup runs from Jan 1 to
April 15, except native prairie
must be signed up with the
County Conservation Board by
Feb. 1

exempted from taxation to help

protect wildlife habitat, which  For applications and more

includes native pastures, information, contact the SCS or

ungrazed grasslands, the JCC Wildlife Biologist, both

streambunks and woodlands located beneath the Federal

here is a category 1o fit any [and Bank — Production Credit

of land. The only building at junction of highway

re that these areas 150 and 56 or the County Con-

e grazed. have  servation Board office at the
stored on them or, County Care Facility

No-interest loans
available for farmers

Participating soil con- loan, and be capable of repaying
servation districts are now the loan in equal annual in
taking applications for no- stallments
interest loans for the con- _ Legislation passed in the 1983
struction of permanent soil Session of the 70th lowa General
ractices Assembly authorized the
1 borrow up to  program and provided $1 million

Landowne

$10,000 at ne rest for up to a  lor this year and next

10.year period. Loan funds As announced, the program

received ot be used in will allow each district a

combinati h any other minimum of $5398.00 in
available loan funds, with some
receiving as much as $20,000.00.
Application forms  and

a landowner procedures are available at
st hiave @ net worth less than local county soil conservation

$300,000.00, be able to secure the district offices.

CLARENCE (TOBY)
KITTLESON

Tile Drainage
Contractor

Clermont, lowa

423-5520

Farm Tiling
Sales & Service

Meighan
Drainage

Sumner, lowa

Phone

578-5554 or 578-5580
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The Fayette County Soil Conservation Com-
missioners are proud of the District’s ac-
complishments for Fiscal Year 1983 as many
articles in this issue will express. This work
could not be possible without the work and
cooperation of our Earthwork Construction
and Draining Tiling Contractors who are listed
below.

THANKS,
FAYETTE COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT.

CONSERVATION
PAYS...

SOIL CONSERVATION
FARM TILING

— FREE ESTIMATES —

JASPER CONSTRUCTION

MASONVILLE
924-2790 - 927-4077

ASGARD Consitf;“lwc"iion Co. Inc.

P.0. Box 352, Oelwein, la. - Dennis Weaver 283-3317

Sheffield Brick & Tile Co.

Box 676, Sheffield, 1z
515-892-4360 or 1-800-392-5610
Bill Stanley, Waverly 319-352-2283

Roy Abel, Manchester 319-927-5719

Brehme & Sons Construction

Soil Conservation Work and Tiling

Wadena, la. 319-633-6121

Don Rausch & Sons

““22 Years Experience’
Fort Atkinson, la. 534-7356

Walter Wenthold Excavatin
Waucoma, la. 776-6767

Cole Construction

Fayette, la. Ralph Cole 637-2332

Szabo Construction

Postville, la. 864-7144

These Contractors Are Proud
To Be A Part Of The Soil

Conservation Efforts in Fayette Co.

Smiley’s Construction

Owned & Operated by Steven Shindelar

Spillville, la. 319-562-3733
Leslie N. Laver and Sons

Excavating and Grading
Eldorado Ph. 422-5430

Granger Construction

Earthmoving and Excavating, Terracing, Waterways and Tiling

West Union Ph. 422-5370 or Jim 422-3127

Ahrenholz Excavatin

Readlyn Ph. 279-3621

Mike Scott Construction

All types of grading and terracing

West Union — 422-3410 Wadena — 774-3445

Davis Sand & Gravel

Waterways - Terraces - Ditches
Creek Straightening - Ponds - Heavy Trucking
6239 East Cedar Wapsie Road
Pete Davis

Dunkerton Ph. 822-4281

Taylor Bros. Construction

Waterways - Terraces - Ponds - Grubbing - General Earth Work

Holy Cross, la. 870-3565

Drilling Bros.

Waucoma Ph. 776-4693
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Use of grass can help cut down
on loss of soil through erosion

by LK. ““Bud"” Siebrecht April of “83" I came back to meets our specificatiol

Soil Conservation Technician  work full time. A sincere thank everything looks great "‘-'{‘.} i
SDA, SCS you to the landowners, con- job ends up a disaster. Whal
There is a very good book tractors and fellow workers for happened?? The job was only

half done. No grass. No job is
complete until there is grass

rds and

¢
published called the Summer of

1 could write a book on the

visits,

phone calls,
words of encouragem

of 82" and the days thosedark and very tr; y growing The most critical .u.ui
that followed. On May 16, 1982 1 Now, let's talk some con vulnerable time for .-n_\I 't“\x‘\
7 -onstruction is from completio

had a rather bad accident and servation and how grass can comstruction is from comp

of the earth moving until the
grass is growing. Weeds will riot
do the job. They don't even look
good and your neighbors are not

spent 4 months in the Lutheran

work for us. Very often we do a
Hospital in La Crosse, Wis. Then g

good job of ign and stakeout
of a dam; waterway; or terrace.
A good job of construction is also

I recuperated at home 'til March

8" when I returned to work ! neighbors are not

X e, 'we chock 5 too thrilled either when th

WithSCS ona part time basis. In_done, we check it out and it 00, (WUe CUNT FEER, OE
; 5 dam is a mass of weeds.

Sometimes everything checks
the seeding is done but

out o
the grass does not come good
Did the seeding fail? Did we, the
landowner or the technicians
fail? Did we give the right
recommendations? Did the

follow them? The

landowner

nswer to these questions will
tell us why the grass did not
come. Mother Nature may have
said no and we have to try again
An example is this summer, a
waterway was designed, built
right and a good job of seeding
and mulching was done but then
came the rain. The grass was
not up high enough to protect the
water way and help carry the
water off so the center washed
out. This kind of problem
happens often and is never
solved by ignoring it. The center

of the waterw had to be
reworked reseeded  and
mulched a It will work

okay now, We just have 1o stay
with it when problems like this
come along

Getting the seeding done on
time with the right seeding
mixtures for the soil type and
season is very important. Rye is
a good companion crop for
summer and fall while oats
should be used in the spring
Bromegrass is an excellent
permanent seeding for dams,
waterways and terraces. Bird:
sfoot trefoil and crownvetch are
both good for terraces

HNICIAN — Bud brecht of Clermont is a soil con-
servation technician with the field office of the
Union.

Put your

conservation
acreage

to work

for wildlife

by Arthur Roseland

1CC Wildlife Biologist
Farmers have an excellent
opportunity to help wildlife
populations in 1984, at no cost to
their farming operation I
proved habitat, and higher
wildlife numbers are possible
through proper management of
your Acrea Conservation
Reserve of the 1984 Feed Grain

Program

Safe nesting cover is often the
most critical need for upland
birds, and the most limited
cover. Intensive row cropping
for example, provides lttle
nesting cover as few forage
crops or small grains are
available for nesting. On rotated
acreage, alfalfa may be an
attractive cover for nesting
s, but the crop is mowed too

Th

N

c Commission.
Feed Grain Program how

T,
provide safe, attractive
nesting cover, if properly
managed

Proper management of the
“diverted acres” is the key to
improved wildlife production
Unfortunately, many people
mistakenly assume that any
land idling program will have
greal wildlife values. Often
however, management of the
diverted acres" destroys
potential wildlife benefits. Late
seeding of oats for example, or
light seeding ra may not
result in nesting cover being
available at the needed time, or
of poor density, Early clipping

or unnecessary tillage may
ctually destry
Let's look at some of the cover
Lype options on your program

acres and see how they impri

Lighter rates provide density
too poor for good nesting cover
and late planting doesn't
provide cover soon enough, Clip

as late as possible to avoid nest
destruction.
Seeding — Your best of

portunity to help wildlife would
be to divert a hay field. These
fields provide valuable residual
nesting cover which attracts
early nesting. Successful early
nesting means more eggs per
cluteh and more chicks per
brood. Do not clip, or at least
delay until July, If you can
anticipate diversion “in the
following year, allow regrowth
hefore fall dormancy

Other — Sorghum-sudan
hybrids can provide excellent
winter food and cover and can
be grown without danger from

field does not necessarily mean
that good wildlife habitat will
develop. When planning for 1984
carefully consider management
options for your retired
cropland. The two primary rules
for improving wildlife benefits
are (1) establish cover early in
the spring, and (2) leave it alone
through the nesting season, at
least until July

however, crownvetch should
only be planted in the spring o
frost seeded. Big Bluestem and
other native grasses are ex-
cellent for controlling erosion
and provide good cover for
wildlife.

There are many cool and
warm season grasses that ma
be used to improve the quality
and carrying capacity of a
pasture if used in the right
combination and managed
right. Using cool season grasses
"til about June 15th, then go to a
warm_season grass 'til “about
Sept. 15, then back to your cool
season grasses through October,

Cool season grasses like tal]

fescue — orchardgrass, smooth
brome, timothy and Kentucky
blue grass make up to 70 percent
of their growth by June 1. If a
cool season grass pasture is

grazed hard during the Spring
sowing season there will be little
grass for summer. When cool
season grass production slows,
your native warm season grass
has a good start and continues
through the summer.

By having 4050 percent of
your pastures in native warm
Season grass you may increase
the carrying capacity by 40-50
percent and much better con-
ception rates has also been
noticeably increased, Surely the
extra management effort should
be worth the extra beef

If you have any questions on
pasture improvement and
native cool and warm season
grasses I will be glad to help you
with an answer.

Our grasses are very often
overlooked as to their important
role while being the key link in
making erosion control pracs
tices work effectively and to get:
better production from our
pastures. So let's give our
sses the care, attention and|
credit they so deserve in con
Serving our resources

#IST — Art Roseland of West Union is a wildlife biologist with the lowa Conservation

1984
Wildlife!

ACR fields

In 1965, astronauts L. Gordon
Cooper and Charles Conrad
made a safe i y
tic Ocean after a record eight
days in orbit around the Earth.

FORT ATKINSON '

NURSERY

scs TECHNICIAN — Wally
Osley of Ossian is a soil con-
servation technician with the
SCS.

Technicians spend winter time
lining up work for next year

by Wally Oxley
Conservation Technician
USDA, SCS

pud Siebrecht and Wally
Oxley are the technicians
assigned to the Fayette County
Soil Conservation District.
Generally technicians are the
people who design and apply the

CONSE!

VATIONIST

1 by Wendell Jones
Soil Conservationist

S

The Fayette county soil
Gnservation district has a
pimary concern of preventing
1l# loss of valuable top soil. In
ﬂm to protect our soils, the

conservation staff and the
itrict commissioners

nsible for various ac-
ties that provide educational
igbrmation to groups and in-
iduals on many aspects of
sl conservation practices and

icies,

he past year has been filled
wih presentations, contest,
afrds, meetings, tours,
eibitions, and much more.
Presentations have been made
te. high school agriculture
clisses at North, Starmont, and
Wsst Central high schools. The
jusor high classes at West
Catral also received some
hatkground information on soil
camervation.

Gerald Muff and Jay Custer
woked with the local FFA
chapters to plan and establish

Wendell
native of Walnut Grove, Miss., now living in ScS.

Primary concern: Stop
loss of valuable topsoil

ractices in the district
owever, during the winter
months when contractors and
farmers are unable to get into
the fields, the technicians are
not idle.

Each winter they go out on
“‘follow-up.” This program is
designed to line up work for the

Jones, a

living snow fences along the
roadside in certain areas of the
country. The snow fences will
act as a windbreak to reduce the
amount of blowing snow across
the roadway

During Soil Stewardship week
in March, many of the major
church congregations in the
West Union area were provided
information on soil conservation
from our local staff.

Several annual contest and
awards are sponsored in the
district. Some of these are: the
essay contest for students in
grades 612, a contest for fair
booth involving art work or

following summer, We do this by
visiting  farms and talking
conservation During the
conversation we try to deter-
mine the farmer's interest in
conservation and what program
would fit the farmer's needs.

landowner will

Usually a

West Union, is a soil conservationist with the

displays, Farm Bureau Con-
servation Award, the con
servation teacher award and
others, These awards are used to

r good conservation
and ideas among the
y, and to show a
preciation for the good job that
some are already doing in

conservation
Many meetings and tours
involving no-till planting,

terrace construction, cost share
and loan programs, windbreaks,
and the recent lowa 2000
program have been held
Materials on these topics have

mention a gully or a field which
is a problem

Then we can draw up a cost
estimate of fixing the problem,
and more importantly, fixing
the causes of the problem

Linking the cost of repair and
the way Lo prevent the problem
from reoccuring is an effective

way to ‘sell” canservation
practices, If the landowner
wishes to go ahead with

repairing the damage he has the
cost estimate to use in hiring a
contractor, and an un-
derstanding of the cost of
neglecting the cause.

Another purpose of the follow-
up program is to help the farmer
use the conservation plan. Over
the years the conservation plan
may be forgotten or lost. Also
government programs change,
economics change and operators
change and all these alter the
conditions which existed when

e plan was written. The
technicians then give alter-
natives which take into account
the new conditions. There is a lot
to talk about

We have
available on
provement,
management,

information

grassed water
ways and windbreaks Also
wildlife management is in-
creasing in importance. The
new property tax laws such as
the slough bill, woodland
reserve, and native prairie
exemptions are detalls which
must be available.

The follow-up program is an
important part of the Fayelte
County Soil Conservation
District program. It is largely
responsible for doubling the
district's accomplishments last
year and becoming one of the

top districts in northe: w

been issued out and are readily
available at request

The conservation technicians
have been actively involved
with follow up proceedures that
include individual contacts with
landowners to discuss possible
conservation practices that may
help to reduce soil loss.

The SCS staff and district
commissioners are always co-
operative and willing to provide
any information or assistance
that wiil aid in a worthwhile
effort of protecting the soil

The Fayette County Soil
Conservation District and
Fayette County No-Tillers
Would Like To Express Our
Gratitude To The Following Ag
Businesses For Their Excellent

\\':Idll[vhnllnlal common herbicide carryover su o In The Pro othn Of
ats seed to 4 small Th ver crops Gl

g Sk e Thee oy croe e, il FT. ATKINSON, IOWA pport m
T e g 319-534.7273

No-Till Farming.

The following made major donations to the No-Tillers annual meeting.
ARLINGTON CO-OP HAWKEYE CO-OP
WEST UNION CO-OP MAYNARD C0-0P

NEOWA FS

The ing Chemical Companies who have also supported No-Til|
events are:

WINDBREAK TREES

Arbor Vitae, 18" to 24", "lS..,.
7108 oovnenn. ? 18

Bareroot

Heavy, 3 times transplanted, ‘l so Compfmy Sponsored
Baldandburiaped .............. & . per tree BASF e R eor Prizes

iba-Geigy . . . . . . . Stadtmueller Tour &
Black Hills Spruce $99 Ciba-Geigy Sptmoelc
PROFIT 18" 10 24", bald andburlaped................... ... each Dow Chemical L R e
« « + » o Trip83 Eastern lowa Till Show
FROM CAREFUL PLANNING 20 A o Burlapa L . $25 o plus Stadtmueller Tour

As you know, operating a farm involves lots of
hard work, business knowledge and careful plan
ning. If your plans include modernization, new
equipment, expansion see us! Our low cost,

Stadtmueller Tour and
Door Prizes

Stadtmueller Tour and

Monsanto .......

LWINDBREAK SHRUBS Shell Chemical. . . .

long term financing can help you make the b D Prizes
cha > 1 fits! . oor Pri
gfgs?s?rv changes you need to increase profits Zabiel Honeysuckle s Y ° )
Bestred, 18 t024" ......... ].50.‘ Velsicol . . . ... ... Trips2Eastern lowa Till Show

and Door Prizes plus
Stadtmueller Bus Tour

This ad paid for by Fayette Soil Conservation District and Fayette County No-Tillers

State Bank of Fayette
mic  425-3395

Ninebark, 18" ‘1.50...
Lilac, 18" .. ..ueneeeen..71.50.8




We Pre-Rip — use wide flat blade to improve sub-
soil lift to increase the amount of black topsoil
around plastic tubing. A wide trench is a must for
good, fastdrainage.

COLE CONSTRUCTION

Fayette Ph. 637-2332

different

The Fayette Soil C
District and Soil Ce :
Service (SCS) field office
assist local county FeSIy
have not moved. They are
located at walkout Iemld
FLB building on west sid
mghwn 150 south edge of

n.

nio
The SCS Area office 0% k*l

e e
south (v.lge of West Union,
ot assist Jocal county resi
they superv
each of mp Res “offices in @

county af

Ares Office Staft mclude&d
Cosby, Area Conservati
Roger Koster
ser

Sorningsiar. " Civil Engiteet
John Wildman, Civil Engineet
Technician; and Linda Schmih
Clerk Typist

AREA SCS OFFICE — Staff members of thearéa SCS office,
which is now located in West Union, are shown @ this page, They
do not replace or in any way change the field dfice work of the
office, located in the Federal Land Bank balding on the west
side of Highway 150 at the south edge of West [nion. Area office
staff include (1) Roger Koster of Elkader, aei fesource con-
(2) Doug Morningstar of Wt Union,

inda Schmitt of Wadena, are: clerk; rl
Cosby of \\m Union, area conservationist: (5)John Wildman of
Elkader, engineering technician; and (6) Jaus Evans of West
Union, area engineer.

The

conservation

aby
an
in force.

creased lec
Service, and

accelerate
treatment

share are ¢

inlowa

Soil e

tor ditches)
most erosion

noticeable

the disease!

usual

they are

Gullies

across the
gullies from

water off the

Through the
cept, parts of Towa including
Fayette \'uu!‘(\

sheet erosion

Active gullies,
pose real problems
landowner. Crossing gu.lies is
tricky  business

fy wash out,
are expensive
gullies often threaten existing
buildings and road fills,

something nobody
neighbor Lo see!
form

e offered L\\
tation

ss th
available in

the
in

This new largeting concept
has been in North
ut a year. Targeting has put
ncreased conservation effort

ast lowa for

targeting

given in
personnel
Mirough the Soil Conservation
increased
share dollars, through ASCS, to
conservation
increased
funding for persounel and cost

ing from other
parts of the country where soil
erosion is not as serious as it is

JSDA, §
psion takes place in
three phases: 1, sheet erosion; 2
rill erosion; 3. gully erosion
Of these three phases, gullies
the
noticeable. Bear in mind that
takes place ¢
the
soil loss
in Towa is defined as less than
four tons/acre/year,
loss from a 40 acre
tolerable, would be 160 tons, or
320,000 pounds!
that translates into A
V" ditch through that -m acre
field (1320 feet long) would have
to be two feet deep and three
feet wide to represent the same
amount of soil loss nd
would have to erode in one year!
So, don't be confused — gullies
are much more a sympton than

The
fiela,

AL 90 lh‘ n 3,

for

Culverts
and bridges
Advancing

yesore
likes
because

the
umtine
t

mnmm_
prevent

successfully fill and hold them.
the landowner has two options

1. Increase the resistant force
that the land and vegetation
offers or mechanically increase
the resistance, slowing
us decreasing the
ailable for erosion.
2. Store and/or divert
area prone to

Several methods can be used
to increase the
water flow. Altering the soil is
probably not feasibl
just switching ve
slow the water
(6) prevent erosion

resistance to

etation will
enough
This is what
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=4 A new era in soil
conservatlon

by Earl Cosby
Area C amiecvalionist

WestUn
ette
Conservation District is ,pr me
€ a new era
District
contributing to the quality
environment through
targeling  approach

ve been robbed
most  productive  capacities
1 productive
that
are moving
form of
\ alarming rate
This remaining productive
capacity will be gone in a few
if land treatment is not
Accelerated,

The Fayette County landusers
can do much to accelerate their
land treatment programs
through the targeting approach

soil

They can take adyantage of
additional technical and
financial assistance available to
plan and apply good land use
and soil conservation measures

hey can assure that every acre
of land within Fayette county is
used according lo its
capabilities and o
cording 10 its needs

Well, I just

broke an axle

grassed waterways in cropland
fields accomplish. Contour strip
cropping may also slow the
runoff enough to stop gully
erosion

Where the gullied area is to
steep for grassed waterwa
rock lining or a mechanical drop
spillway may be required. Also,
water itsell can be used to slow
the runoff. A farm pond \\nl\ 2
permanent  pool tha
water over the gully m.m mn
stop the erosion, assuming the
area above that waterline is
stable

A farm pond may also be
created above the gully \ulh
adequate storage.
ceptable release rate, to pmm
that gullying area Such a farm
pond need not store any per-
manent water, In that case it
would be classified as a grade
stabilization structure

Other storage structurs
include terraces and water and
sediment control basins. Both of
these type structures commonly
transport the stored water
through tile to a satisfactory
outlet. Last, a diversion may be
used to take water off the area in
question, conducting that runoff
to a point where it can bé
disposed of safely

So, gullies are a problem, but
not an insurmountabl one.
Often, a good long look at mu
land use above gullies wil
required. Remember m..\
gullies are a symptom, A good
conservation cropping system,
with or without terraces may
solve the gullying problem, as
well as reduce sheet and rill
erosion

Soil Conservation Service
personnel, working through your
local Soil Conservation District
will be glad to discuss your
erosion problems with you

In 1962, the cost of all accidents
rose to $88.4 billion from $87.4
billion in 1981. However, deaths
owing to these accidents dropped
for the fourth year in a row. A
National Safety Council report
notes that 93,000 accidental

jeaths occurred in 1982 — down
6, OW from 1981.

CONSERVATION —

— Survival For The Land

We support careful farming and solid efforts
made foward conserving our number one
resource — the soil.

NORTHEAST IOWA
WEST UNION

Theraceison!

Time is short in the spring and
you have a lot of work ahead
preparing your fields for plant-
ing. You could assemble a relay
team tfo do your disking, field
incorporating and
harrowing in trip after trip...or
you could get a Glencoe Soil
Finisher and do it yourself in a
single operation
Finisher
team mate

cultivating

fuel.

is the perfect teram
fo Glencoe Soil
Saver. Putone on your team, it's
the seed bed tool that saves you

The Soil

Glencoe Soil Finisher
EHLERS IMPLEMENT

MAYNARD, IA.

SEED CORMN

SEED CORN

£ F o
30,000 RERNELS

Talk corn with your DEKALB-PFIZER GENETICS dealer today.

T1000

® Superior vields for its

ity

o Excellent stalk and rool
strength

® Excellent scedling growth
Tt

® G

o Favorable plant and car heisht

tolerince

Delbert Dean - Fayette
Mel Hall - Lamont
Steve Osmundson - Volga.

Russ & Myron Lockard - Maynard

Dennis Koch - Hawkeye
Duane Pagel - Sumner
Loren Johnson - Arlington
Merlin Graf - Hazleton
Doug Rueber - Arlington
Wayne's Ag - Hawkeye

Gary Wilson - Fairbank

425-3607
924-2942
767-3855
637-2630
427-5510
578-5092
633-5381
636-2518
633-4375
427-3241
635-2768
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NO-TILL BEANS

Fayette County farmers.

SCS Area
Conservationist Roger Koster is observing a
no-till drilled soybean field. This is becoming a
popular practice in Fayette County, apparently
because of the rental program offe
“This

S

i
job says Koster. “Weed control becomes a
concern when ;
possibility of cultivation but with the new post-
emergent herbicides on the market, which can
be used as a rescue treatment, this is no longer

Resource

o
drill is a concern.”

specially designed for no-till and is doing a fine

Soil erosion increases
with crop of soybeans

by Roger A. Koster

Area Resource Conservationist
West Union
QUESTION: Do soybeans

affect erosion in rotations?
ANSWER: We have all ob-
served what we thought was
severely increased erosion on
the crop that followed soybeans
in the crop-rotation. This has
been a regularly asked question
at farmer get-togethers ['ve
been associated with in the last

28 years as a soil con
servationist

lecent research reinforces
our observations — 'we aren't

just seeing things.”" Here is the
seven-vear Research Report I
am referring to on water-related
erosion caused by the soybean
crop:

How do soybeans atfect
erosion in rotations with corn?

Not so well, says John M
Lafien, ARS agricultural
engineer, Ames. He measured
soil and waler losses over a
seven-year period at Beacons-
field, Towa. Soil losses when
corn followed soybeans
averaged 4.3 tons per acre from
spring plowing to spring
lowing. Soil losses when corn
followed corn were 3.1 tons per

“‘Apparently, soybeans left
the soil more susceptible to soil

erosion during the following
eropping season than did corn,”
Laflen says

Soil is lost as sediment carried

in runoff water, so the amount of
soil lost is closely related to the
volume of water that runs off the
field. Water loss from corn after
soybeans averaged about 13
percent more than from corn
after corn. Sediment con-
centrations in runoff water from
corn after soybeans averaged
about 20 percent more than in
runoff from cornafter corn

‘‘Based on the results of this
study, under continuous row:
cropping conditions, soil losses
from corn following soybeans
would exceed losses from corn
following corn by more than 40
percent,” he says

The study was on a Grund;
silt loam soil that had a 6-
percent slope. Conventional
spring moldboard plowing
tillage systems were used.

John M. Laflen is located at
lowa State University, Davidson
Hall, room 211, Ames, lowa
50011

The Grundy silt loam, six
percent slope, studied by Laflen
is similar in erosion hazard to
the upland ridges and the more
gentle sloping hillsides found in
some areas of Fayette County.
So it makes a useful comparison
for us as to the erodibility of
soybeans. But, a check of the
Fayette County Soil Survey
shows about 30 percent of the
Cropland soil type acres are on
steeper sloping land than used in
the Research. With 344,000 acres
in Cropland in Fayette County,

we totally eliminate the

we are talking then ‘‘no beans"
on 103,000 acres, as erosion
hazards by water runoff are a
major concern on steeper slopes
without intensive use of con-
servation practices and crop
rotations.

A check on the total soybean
acreage grown in Fayette
County in 1981 shows beans on
75,700 acres. They are generally
found on the flatter slopes. This
would indicate that many
Fayette County Farmers
believe their land is too steep for

ns

‘They are right!

For those who are growing
soybeans on the gentle to
moderate slopes, my comment
is, “while erosion on crops
grown after soybeans is con-
siderably greater than from
other crops, good erosion control
might be achieved by wise use of
a conservation tillage system
for both water and wind erosion
control

For example, other research
teams have shown that soybean
residue will provide ~good
erosion protection if no-till
planting into soybean residues is
used

5

Contouring is a must on slopes
above 2 percent grade. Where
‘wind erosion is a concern on the
flatter, lighter soils, crop
residue cover is a must for
protection during winter and
spring months when bare soil
can be subject to severe erosion
by wind.""

Soil conservation is
gaining in Fayette Co

by George W, Halstead
Soil Conservation Commissioner
Soil conservation is gaining in
Fayette County, even though at
times it seems to be gaining
painfully slow
We can go on record in
Fayette County saying that we
spend all the cost share money
which we are allocated. We only
approve money for cost share on
permanent soil conservation
practices, most of which are
terraces.

Ne-till farming is another
place we can get a lot of soil
conservation far the money
involved . No-till has been
practiced for enough years now
that we know it works, without a
doubt. T'll admit that you do
have to have better manage
ment with no-til farming.

With no-till farming, 1 think
weed control is much more
important. You shouldn't skimp
on the amount of herbicide. You

*also should use at least 20

gallons of water per acre, with
even more than that desired

Another thing for no-till is to
equip your planter for no-till
planting. Most all planters have
no-till attachments to put on. 1

* like to chop the stalks especially

+ where I plant no-till. That way, 1
can plant on the old row without
any trouble.

However, itis not necessary to
chop stalks as many farmers
plant no-till without doing
anything to the stalks. That
where the: no-till coulter comes
in — to make a slot for the seed

1 have planted no-till on about
40 acres per year for the past
three years. 1 feel that my yields
have been comparable between

my no-till and my chisel tillage
There is no doubt in my mind of
how much erosion is reduced
with no-till. No-till is definitely

the fastest and cheapest way to
apply soil conservation to the
land

Fall tillage is one way we lose
a lot of soil. 1 do very little fall
tillage anymore. 1 like to chop

the stalks in the fall and feel
that it improves the residue
cover on the land. Then, in the
spring, | chisel the ground once

as this @
t into moist
fall tillage, about
complished was
ground once more. And, 1 got
mare erosion

1 can't get over all the my
board plow hat was done
this past fal

set up for a lot of erosion this
next summer. 1 also noticed that
not much of it was done on the
contour

1 have contoured since 1957, 1
have never liked plowing with a
mold-board on the contour as it
left too many dead furrows, and
there was too much driving
empty. Along about 1967,
bought a chisel plow and that
took care of the problem. Even
chisel plowing should be done on
the contour. Farming on the
contour takes more time,
sometimes 1 think it takes twice
as long. In spite of this, I still

e

| "To swiTcH To

NO-TILL,
| TWO THINGS
HAVE TO CHANGE.

PLANTER/
. & |

el
think it pay-s in bRder to reduce
soil erosion

1 do sometimes wonder what
the future holds for Fayette
County in regards to soil con-
servation. I think that each and
everyone of us should do all we
can to conserve our soil. We can
accomplish a lot if we set our
minds to it. If we don't, I'm
afraid that down the road, we'll
have mandatory soil con-
servation. I doubt if very many
farmers would like this; so, we
better do all we can now to keep
soil conservation on the
voluntary basis.

We must sell importane

of this productive land

by GlennJ. Burrows
Region 4 Director

How often have we seen the|
ad, "'We must sell,”” “Forced to
sell," ""Having decided to quit,

will sell,” etc. So often these
kinds of advertisements bring
out a tone of sadness, the ending
or being defeated. But **wemus{
sell 1 also be a challenge, 4
new beginning opening up doors
to new horizons.

We in soil conservation must
ignite a new selling process in
the United States so that
everyone in this great nation
will ‘become sales persons to
promote the selling of the im.
portance of this productive land.

Where can we find a more
perfect product than the soil, 3
necessity of life as is clean
water and pure air. We spend
billions of dollars every year in
the United States for advertis
ing, selling John Q. Public ona
variety of products to make life
more epjoyable. “Try this pro-
duct and you will become more
youthful* “This one will im-
prove your complextion." *“This
one will put bounce in your hair
that has already fallen out."*

The food producing land
shouldn’t have to be sold as toits
importance, but the way we use,
abuse and destroy the soils abilj
ty to produce food, it makes one
wonder why we as a nation ap-
parently do not understand jts:

Glenn Burrows

double the mouths to feed that
there is today, there would be an
15 degree change in our use of
the soil. When we observe fall
wing or chiseling up and
n hills, 1 believe we have
failed to sell that individual on
how much soil that is eroded and
what it is costing them in dollars
not only for loss of soil but for
the nutrients that go with it. Two
thousand  five hundred acres
gobbled up every 24-hours by ur-
ban development, highway
systems, recreation areas, and
the list goes on. The land
- developer, federal and state

P

importance to the
life.

As we travel through the
breadbasket of the world, we
witness all kinds of land abuses,
Surely if everyone realized that
in a short 35 years there will be

highway and
“others permanently taking land
it of food production forever.
How often does the permanent
land happen because so-
s out to make a few
So often money is the

s of
meone
bucks’

Plan now for
1984 projects

by Gerald L. Muff
District Conservationist
All landowners now planning
or just thinking of completing a
soil conservation project in 1984
should strongly consider putting;
that area in the set-aside
program according to District
Conservationist Jerry Muff for
Soil Conservation Service
(SCS). But he emphasizes to
contact the SCS office located in
the walkout basement of the
Farm Credit Building, south
edge of West Union for
assistance in planning for the
project whether it be for tile
outlet terraces, waterways,
erosion cantrol structure, etc.

S n
applying share;
determine cost estimates and
determine just what area should
be idled for summer con-
struction.

““Many landowners will wait
until spring and decide that
they'd like to build terraces on
set aside acres, so they leave an
area for this, only to find that
the project can't be completed
because additional area was
needed for construction. Oc-
casionally the farmer sacrifices
some crops to get the project
done.

This is really unnecessary if
SCS is given notice to plan these
projects early and can flag the

Ernpused construction area
efore planting season.
The advantages to

doing construction during
summer months are:

1. Soil conditions are most
likely to be dry, easier to work
and  therefore less expense
involved in the project. This
year many projects had to be
overbuilt because eight to 12
inch chunks of frost were pushed
in the fills which will settle
significantly

2. Contractors are

not as

usy, and you can be assured
that they will be able to do your
project, sometime during the
summer.

3. Spring construction com
pacts the soil and reduces crop
production  where heayy
equipment has tracked A

The Fayette Soil Con
servation District Com.
missioners place summer

constructed terraces on highest
for cost share approval
ette Soil Conservation

District achieved new heights in
applying permanent soil con-
servation for fiscal year 1983 due
at least in part to the PIK
program. Tile outlet terrac

combined with sediment ba
accumulated to over 125,000 feet
or 246 miles) in Fayette
County. This i5 2 to 3 times the
average  yearly

(3
these

complishments ~ for
practices.
Soil  Conservation _ District

Commissioners and SCS field
dfice staff are very encouraged
al the recent upsurge of interest
o applying soil conservation
practices and hope the trend
antinues in this direction

Lonservationist

lells of
background

by Wendell Jones
Soil Conservationist
It is with great optimism that
Ljoin the Fayette County Soil
(onservation staff. T hope that
@y participation In the effort of
9l conservation will be
Stisfying as well as productive.
1am looking forward to working
sith the landowners throughout
county
1 am originally from Walnut
Gtove, Miss., where I aitended

Aborn State University and
riceived a degree in
During

:Tcuhurc education,
lege 1 was involved with the
sdl conservation service as a
sident trainee, 1 was stationed
in lowa at the Allamakee,
Mihaska and Adair county soil
emservation districts.

| began work in Fayette
canty in October. Since that
tie, I've found that there is a
gnat concern among many
famers to conserve the soil. Tt
isBood to see so many con
sefvation practices being ap-
plied. T must admit, however,
hdl it is also disappointing to
§¢€ fields that are fall-plowed
stight up and down hill

Bven with the conservation
wolk that has been done, there is
sill much needed work and

cosideration necessary to
t the soils. With the
neessary interest and

cogjeration we can all work
m{rd this most important
goa

Now Is The Time To Plan
Your Tile Drainage System!

At Sheffield, We do not mark our tubing with
colors or stripes and use only reliable carbon

We have been supply;

ng the farm and

consttuction markets forfflyears. We do

main goal in life and in the
obsession to get it, we destroy
the land for its intended use. We
need to sell everyone that a
blanaced supply of food is more
T n money. Dollar
bills with catsup would not be
palatable.

School systems, church
organizations, farm and
civie clubs must all become bet-
ter slaespersons to help to in-
(unnhacveryone in this nation hat
We have a responsibility to pro-
tect our food base. Ttis the foun-
dation upon which this nation
was founded. Without its ability
to produce food for the early sef-
tlers sustenance those early peo-
ple would never have remained
here.

We in soil conservation are
very pleased with some farm
operators for their awareness
and concern for the protection of
the land. But we also become
very disturbed by the flagrant
violator who shows no concern
about the loss of land. Those
selfish, greedy persons
parently have but one
life. *'I have to have this
g0t to have that,"" totally ignor-
ing the needs of others now and
in the future, It is very gratify-
ing to know the importance that
some churches place on soil
stewardship, not only during
that week but throughout the
year. Some school systems haye
active programs in their cur-
riculum so that the younger
generations will become aware
of the life sustaining importance
of the land. Farm organizations
and other groups are also realiz-
ing the necessity of keeping out
production capability for the
welfare of our future genera-
tions,

Our federal, state and local
governments are aware of the
loss of our productive land, but
are reluctant to adequately pro-
tect it because they are not sure

what the voting majority of the
Ppopulace wants.
believe that everyone in this
great nation, whether it be a
ew York housewife or a Los
Angeles attorney, should be will-
‘ng to give their moral and
monetary support to guard and
protect the lood“rmduclng land
of this country. We must become
better salespersons and try to
sell everyone on the importance
and the necessity of maintaini
the food producing capability
this great nation. Without it the
foundation upon which  this
country was built will be
destroyed and future genera-
tions will be deprived of a
lifestyle that we cherish but all

farm, a color coded soil m&
and instructional charts whicl
allow the landowner to calculate
his average annual soil loss, and
determine alternative mel

of farming.

Diamond Walnut Growers
Inc., a cooperative in Stockton,
Calif., generates electricity
from its by-product, walnut
shells. The shells fire a boiler

toooften have taken for granted, i POWersa steam turbine.
A R Complete Home &
2 Commercial

Ya Mile E. of John Deere Imp.

PLAN & PLANT!

*Windbreak Material.
*large Variety and Sizes of

REMEMBER, you stways get professions!
holp on your salection ot Ostwein Land-
scaping!

OELWEIN LANDSCAPING

GREENHOUSE — GARDEN CENTER
DIETER ERDELT

LANDSCAPING
SERVICE
LET AN EXPERT

Place Your Order Now.

shade & fruit trees and shrubs
suited for our area,

283-5578

g Y xR
Oelwein Is

MONGE'S

283-3992

WARDELL’S REPAIR
283-4323

PETERSON

PHARMACY
283-1101

FAREWAY
283-2872

ARNOLD
MOTOR SUPPLY

AGRIPROCRESS THROUGH
CONSERVATION & TECHNOLOGY

An

One That Realizes That

SOIL IS OUR
GREATEST ASSET

We, as businesses, recognize and hail the
practices of SOIL CONSERVATION...
itisour economic lifeblood. We are
proud to be able to support and be a

part of this important movement
for soil conservation.
This Message of Support for the Soil Conservation
Commission is Proudly Sponsored by the Following!

KENNEDY'S

IGA
SU

283-1884

FURNITURE

FASHIONS
283-3222

RAINSOFT

OF

283-2043

AP

BURKEY TV
283-4661

PER VALU

OELWEIN

Maw
PLIANCE-

black for U.V. shielding

Sheffield Brick & Tile Company

P.O. Box 676 Sheffield, lowa
CONTACT:

it right all the time

50475 Phone (515)892-4360 lowa wafts: 1-800-392-5610

Bill Stanley — 205 Pine Street

Roy Abgl, 537 Prospect
Waverly, lowa 50677 — 319.352-2283

OR Manchester, log, 52057 — 319-927-5719

283-4481

OELWEIN
SOIL SERVICE

Subsidiary of Aurora Supply

283-4383

THE REGISTER

283-2144

DONALDSON'’S

COMPANY, INC.
283-2610

——




by Richard Jensen
West Union

When Bud Siebrecht, Soil
Conservation Technician, SCS,
asked me to write a few lines
about what I have done to
conserve soil ai reserve
woodlands, 1 felt somewhat

WINDBREAK AWARD — Paul Nuss (at right in
feft photo above), district commissioner for the
Conservation District,

Fayeite County Soil

by Wendell Jones
Soil (‘nmrnlllonlM
JSDA S

The lzaak Walton League of
America presents an annual
award to each soil conservation
district for conservation wind
breaks. Each district is asked to
name an individual from within
the county who has an out-
standing windbreak. The league
would like to recognize these
individuals for their efforts and
to encourage the planting of
mare windbreaks

The 1963 award was presented

to Mr, and Mrs. Louis Hutter.
The district commissioners
reviewed the Hutters' wind

\-

CLERMONT FAMILE

left above

Clermont farmers tell of work

by uuhm Swenson
it

Fur the | cal_years |
have been mrkmg h Bud
Siebrecht Conservation
Technician, SCS, in_applying

conserviation practi
About #000 feet of grassed
backslope terraces have been

by LaVerne Swenson
Cl

1 have always felt a want and

need {or conserving our natural
resources, be It our soil, timber,
wildlife’ and sl God given
things

God put man on this good
earth (o subdue It, but at the

same lime to manage it to the
best of our iy

Growing up on the home farm
my Dad taught conservation of
the Jand. My Dad had strips,
fields lald ouf on the contour and
built some of the first lerraces in

the neighborhood were
taught to plow on the contour,
plant on the contour and even

d manure on the contour.

n ( and 1 bought the
farm we live o, in 1960, our first
to contour and strip

re 150 tillable acres. As
we increased our hog numbers

and were finishing 300 to 400
caftle a year, we had to increase
oUr corn acres

S0 in 1966, with the help of
Earl Kerker, who worked with

the Soil I'un\q[\u'l\m Service
(SCS) during the 60's, | drove a
5 John Decre while he ran
the controls on a used pull-type
county road grader, we built our
first with grass
backslopes wide enough for four
38-inch corn rows

Since then, we have increased
our sow herd to over 300, still
finish 300 cattle and finish all the
pigs farrowed. We have
purchased an additional 557
acres which brings our total
tillage acres fo 550. All the
tillable acres are stripped or
contoured und about 50 percent

—

. Soil .

Conservation .

Ifwedon't plan

won‘tbe anything

foplan for
tfomorrow. We

for ittoday, there .

believein

practicing .
soil conservation,

MEINERZ |
CREAMERY |

Fredericksburg
. Phone 237-5311 .

o= e

- The Robert Swenson
family (s shown on their snowmobile in photo at
Their farm is located near Clermont.

break and found it to have an
l'xu.‘ll(nl stand that is vigorous
ind uniform in size, The 14 year
old windbreak is a valuable
asset to the Hutter farmstead.
The Hutters responded to a
few questions pertaining to the
success of their windbreak
When asked what initally
prompted them to plant the
windbreak, Louis replied that
ils primary purpose was to
protect livestock that were in
the feed lot from harsh winter
winds and blowing snow. Since
that time, however, the Hutters
have sold all their livestock but
they still find many advantages
of the windbreak. Some named

presents an award to Louls Hutter and Ann Hutter
for their winning windbreak (shown in photo at
right above). The windbreak acts as a barrier to

Hutters receive windbreak award

were: reduced heating cost, less
snow in the yard, a winter
shelter for Masanls and other
wildlife and also as an aesthetic
addition to the farmstead

e Hutters' windbreak
consist of two rows of Arbor
Vitae and one row of
honeysuckle shurbs. The plants
ased with little
difficulty from the nursery in
Fort Atkinson. The trees were
approximately 2 feet tall and
had bare roots. Louis and Ann
took great care to lolhw\ the
precautions suggest the
nursery and the v\lndbruﬂk was
planted and maintained ac-
cording toSCS guidelines

Robert is an active conservation farmer. In photo
at right above are members of the LaVerne

blowing snow.
the honeysu

The windbreak was well cafed
for during its first two YE8%
The trees were watered aS
necessary and Ann stated o
she even wrecked law
mower from mowing the toigh
grass so en.  Weed I"‘
competing lants were
lmller:i ungm fhe wmdbmtwr
well establish

If the Hutters ever plant
another windbreak, there are 2
couple of things that they would
do differently. One thing that
they learned was that a hoglot
drainage are was not a
pmu 1o plant trees. Louis puta
few trees there in an effart f0
extend the windbreak and the

;

=

— Robert Swenson —

built. These have worked out
well and in some instances
where point -rows.- have been
eliminated fields are easier to
work. Also, 1,000 feet of terraces
builtby my Dad35 years ago 2
still being used
In 190 we planted
evergreen trees for \\Ild]ll('

— La

or 275 acres are terraced with
00 feet of cut and fill,
grassback 7,500

terraces and 7
eet of the narrow base terra
for a total of around 28,400 feet
orj.4miles.

Farming terraces, of course,
is not as easy as just simply
going out and plowing or
chiseling around a field. With
the cut and fill terraces you
have the intakes to work on both
sides, the high cost of con-
struction, some of your land
being taken out of production
and my biggest concern, the
danger of driving off the back
side of one of them, But for all
the bad there is more g
that soil is saved, better crops
are grown, and runoff is con-
trolled and our government
helps cover 50 to 60 percent of
the cost of construction

This past year we constructed
7500 feet” of narrow base
terraces, The advantages are a
lower cost of construction, in-
takes are not farmed on both
sides and you don't have the
danger of turnover since you
don't drive on the terraces.
Drawbacks are that about twice
as much land is taken out of

this 7,500 feet ap
proximately 275 acres are not
tilled where if they e

grassback, about 1
would not be farmed. ‘\Ccnrdmg
to my cost estimates and
assuming that about twice

much dirt is moved to build the
back terraces my extra
cost or savings was between
$5,000 to $6,000 for taking out 1,55

cover and timber renovation.
Trees that did not survive were
replaced with walnut seedlings
the following spring. These were
bought from the State Nursery
atAmes,

Permanent pasture has been
renovated by planting birdsfoot
trefoil. The ground was chisel

plowed, dragged and se
with three pounds of trefoil
three pounds of red clover usig
a conventional drill. The clovr
caught very well and shoul
provide some feed for two x
three years.

Jerry Muff, Distriet Ca-
servationist and Roger Kosk,

Verne Swenson —

acres more. Tying this with
being safer to work around,
think they are well worth the
money.

For wildlife, recreation and
soil and water conservation we
also have two ponds. One a half
acre runoff pond with bass and
bluegills in it, and the other a
spring fed 13 «nn trout and
bass pon the type of
person who llndh Skbard 14 taks
a day off to go nsmng at the
river, I find it just as enjoyable
lu walk over the mn for a couple

hours and for a two
or three pound bassor trout

Also included in our con-
servation program is 61 acres in
the timber reserve. We find this
a great place to unwind, since
all our family enjoys hunting

wildlife,  wild ~flowers,
mushrooms and raspberries
This area is also managed as a

timber cash crop since most of
the trees are red and white oak
or walnut. Within the reserve
are some thousand pine trees
which help attract wildlife and
are great Christmas tre

Farming with Grace and I are
our two sons, Rick and Marti
Rick with his wife Marsha and
three children, Beth, Jennifer
and Matthew live on the farm
previously owned by Carmen
Swenson “and before that my
grandfather Swen Swenson.

Marti with his wife Carol live
on an acreage near our home.
Shannon, our third son, is an
eighth grader at Valley Junior
High.

ure a better future for
our children and grandchildren

profi

West Unior:

Come In & Pay For Seed
During The Month Of February
& Recelve A
FREE Northrup King Jacket!

Working

tokeep farming

Also Cash Discount!

WILSON FEED & SEED

table

Ph. 42

we need lo take some initiative
to protect our farmland to the
best of our ability

y. As a closing
thought, 1 have an uncle who
every now and then has some
famous and not so famuus
remarks

One of them is, that if we don't
do more to save our sl
someday our state or federal
government will step in and
order us to do more — along with

€€ the fenceline at the edge of

Swenson family, who also farm near Clermont.
They, too, are good stewards of the land.

guilty and unworthy of the
compliment, My priorities have
changed from when | began
farming At the time I answered
the call to produce :md declared
war on Mother Na

Economists, ngronnmnsl.«, and
opportunists encouraged fence
to fence plowing and planting. 1
responded well by clearing
trees, plowing up fragile,
erosive ground, straightening

out creeks and gouging out fence

“lmost covered with snow.

trees di A hen T pat  TOWS ()u\slandmz Parm("r

o et B et were won, b g

Ermheibam et it straight corn rows, three times
als as a COver  jtivated and fall plowed

€1op again, The oats got off 10a  fielde

zrn;m artand becamemoreof 3  No one seemed concerned

?;:Lf":f’:‘l ‘_'“"“ some of the ahout anything except uurmw«l

weeds production. Sure,

Jmnslbxhllh of keeping m_m
legal fences, weed laws to
comply with, containing your
bull ‘from the neighbors,
ml f their windbreak were restraining your dog, and
well justified and they. have 1o receiving permission o torch
regrets old buildings, and guidelines on
animal cruelty. These
responsibilities were shared by
everyone but towards our soil
and " woodlands  showed con
tempt

Kall plowing was accej
as the ditches it created. The
crowning achievement was
when a farmer could expertly
“*plow in the ditches — a yearly
Lore. 1 convinced myself that
With increased fertilizer rates |
could eliminate rotation of
crops. 1he continuous corn and
bean rotations became popular.

soon learned 1 could

eliminate weeds and quack with
the new chemical arsenal that
was_hitting the market, With
bulldozers, chain saws, and
chemicals 1 waged war on
Mother Nature with a
vengeance. Selfishly, 1
struggled on in a collision course
with my own future. I could not
comprehend that there would be
0o winners in this conflict

Why didn't my lender urge me

Louis and Ann both feel that
allost and efforts necessary for
he es tablishment and main

like to
Mrs,

The distriet would
congratulate Mr. and
Hutter for a job well done.!

table

i
er and a soil
stewardship? Why didn't the
chemical companies inform that
quack grass had a beneficial
side in holding my waterways?
Why didn't the engineers of new
farm equipment take the lead
years earlier in designing
conservation type equipment? 1
guess there were many reasons,
but it really doesn't matter —
we discarded our gift and saved
the wra)

1 believe many of us lost our
emotional and  spiritual
nection with nature. We were
driven by the costprice squeeze
Our sense of values became a
self-centered attitude
characterized by the phrase

““dirt cheap.” Thlsapalh) Xcd o
the rape
slaughter of wrnoodlands

During all this time I think [
realized that something was
wrong, but wasn't sure what
began feeling guilty about
taking all 1 could and returning
nothing for future generations. 1
was fighting against Mother

and.

onist have
 eeke the field and feel there
Mas a good catch by the birds-
foot trefoil and should be
Lﬂahhshu} when the clover dies

“The pasture was clipped and
periodic grazing permitted in
thesummer and late fall

these orders will come stronger
controls on our operations.

By the way, my uncle's name
«dam ’
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West Union farmer
gives conservatlon v1ews

Nature instead of farming in s > present
harmony w has been 1. pendent on
1 began to notice some fa s natural resources
s were contouring i him, Even though we
farming, terracing and Jea treated our forestry with
wide grass we still hav
recognized that eac S in
their l arm_ had ¢ ourselves in the
potential d limit beauty. In case you haven't
that they had land noticed, people camp in the
careful  mana woods the  cornfields
farming objectives ere Without trees we will become
compatible with the land they extinct

farmed. They were in harmony
with nature

I soon became familiar with
the SCS office and found
someone who cared about
conseryation and preservation. [
received the encouragement and

leadership in getting my sense
of values in order. With their
help, we began contouring and
striperopping; two very simple
and cheap methods everyone
can do to reduce soil erosion
Each year I received more
and more help to reach my goal
of farming and ma
resources according to
capabilities of my farm
idn't always agrec on v
approach (o use but always
agreed to do something about a
specific problem. Sometimes
the cost of a desired project was

chard Jensen is shown here
holding his child. A few of
Richard's greatest concerns are
wise land use and soil con-

prohibitive so we would come up ~ servation.
with a cheaper alternative. The: SO
he SCS office is the only
mission 1 received much ap ““';‘"”‘“‘ troe ""‘[" 1o "‘";"'“"k’
o X OB and ordering, free help .in
reciated help in tree and shrub - pigniing and maintaining; and
2

planting. Odd size corners and
steep, less productive areas
were planted with pine, oak and
shrubs for wildlife. T think many
farmers have overlooked timber

cost sharing besides to improve
your farm.
I'm very grateful that 1
ame involved with the

nllnv — they care aboul cor
servation

management as a profitable
alternative.

Funds available

for conservation

costs with the landowner only
paying 25 percent

It is necessary to get more
tices on that land to

by George Halstead
SCD Commissioner
During 1983, we had only one o
conservation project completed. ¥
This was a faltly large st l‘"“““‘.”“"“}'x]d }n;}(‘ ”;‘h is
of e Virgi o) a very beautiful lake and 1s
prajectiun \ha Yirgto:s el worth protecting. Once a lake
silts in, it can’t be cleaned out
ry successfully. The time to
{ the lake is now before

farm

We sure hope to get more
people of the watershed are
interested in 1984, After all, mv
cost-share pays 75 percent of the

ed on Page 10)

FINANCING WAIVERS ON USED
TRACTORS 'TIL JULY 1, 1984

76 JD 8430, diff. lock, triple hyd., 18,4x34 w/duals

PTO, 3 pt. hifch $36,000
78 JD 4840, 18.x4x38 duols $35,000
73 1D 4430 QR SGB w/hr., air, 18.4s. $17,500
73 JD 4430 QR, wiroll guord $14,950
66 JD 25106 54,950
57 JD 620, PS, narrow front, good runner $1,750
67 4D 4020 Diesel, shorp . . .$8,900

Massey Ferguson 2805 w/duols, 1900 hours $19,900
*80  DEUTZ w/duals FWD, 1450 hours $29,900

1D 4620 Coming In

HUB CITY IMPLEMEI'I’
COMPANY, INC.

R iR Bol 94 Oelwein, lo. 50662
Phone 283-4371 or Free 1-800-632-5010

On Sept. 30, 1946, an interna-
onal mllllary tribunal in
Nuremberg, Germany, found 22

Ge Nazi leaders guilty
war crimes and 11 of them
were sentenced to death.

being increasingly regu

licensed by the state

you confident in

N

Custom Chemical
Application . . . Saves
You Energy. Time and

Money

Let us help manage you! U More effectively and reduce
the energy requirements 'yowope«amn Pe

dbyE PAMP,W We have
the equipment and the Y3705 in pesticide ap
methods necessary to @ M fight job Our service 15

Our employees have an W"9etanding of how pésticides
work. and use this 109 10.do a good job for you
Ditferente rates, product. "8Quations and methods of
application reauire a ANt efort on our part to keep
sevi€ LeUs work with you

See Our Equipment ANd Sign Up For This
Special S¢Vice Today

MAYNARD
COOPERATIVE cmunuv

offcas In
Maynerd Somner
637-2285 518-3214 428-4411

ides are

involves

Operating a farm in Fayette County, like anywhere else,
lots of hard work, business knowledge and
careful planning

Money and management are two things today’s farmer
can’t do without at MSB. We can help you with both

We‘re deep in agricultural background and know what it
takes torun a profitable farm operation.

Stop in and see us at either our Maynard or Hazleton of
fices. We'll discuss the credit needs for your farm opera
tion and offer you the best help we can

MAYNARD SAVINGS BANK

MAYNARD AND HAZLETON, IOWA
(637-2289) (636-2431)
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T d h b i lable
DECIDUOUS TREES DECIDU m S SHRUBS
(Minimum order - 50 trees of each variety. Also please order in (Mlnlmum order - 50 plants of each variety. Order in multiples.
multiples of 50) B P
Apricot - Prunus sibirica 12" .70 $3500 Autumn Olive, *'Cardinal” ¥
F 18" 90 45 Elaeagnus umbellata 12" 50 $2500
2' 110 5500 (12' - Silvery foliage when young, ¥ vellowish o chemical ©
sh, Green - Fraxinus Per ceolata 6' 30 $1500  whiteflower) ! .00 ,m,m“ o
Ash. (\rcg—:\ Fraxinus Penn. lanceolata 12" 40 y;oo Bitter sweet, American - Celastrus scandens . 5/32" .70 $35.00 members in photo at left .N“ are, it front, Jim: Grifiam’
(Turns yellow in Fall) 18" 60 3000 (Climbsto20’, yellow flowers, crimsonseeds) Chafrinat Yoo Schock e P T bk, Vite
2 80 4000+ Buffaloberry-Shepherdia argentea 5/32" 70 $35.00
3 110 5500 Dogwood, Redosier - Cornus stolonifera 6 40 $2000
Cherry, Wild mack-Prunm wrn(nm 12' 70 $35.00 (6-8', white flowers, twigs turn red in 12" .60 30.00
(Excellent timber lum| %0 4500 _ winter) B K 40
Crab, Siberian- Malus baccata 50 $2500 Dogwood, silky - cornus amomum. .. .. $30.00
Maple, Amur or Ginnala - Acer ginnala 30 $2000 68, white flowers, purplish branches-June
20' 70 3500 Hazelnut, American - Corylus Americana 5/32" 80 $40.00
(Fall leaves scarlet) 90 45.00 Honeysuckle,Talana.n Lonicera tatarica 12" 60 $30.00
Maple, Silver or soft - Acer dasycarpum 2 s;g % (Pink flowers - 10') 18’ i % g,g
s 32 Lilac, Common - Syringa vulgaris 60 $30.00
e el 1 100 S0
Maple, Sugar - Acer Saccharum 76 $38.00 e i .00
(Fall - leaves yellow to orange to fiery red) 90 4500 Plum, American (Native) 12" g $18.00
Mulberry, Russian - Morus alba tatarica 50 $25.00 25.00
P Nemaha - F Hortul 3 uk:.oo
Oak, Bur - u a 60 $30.00 Plum, Nemaha - Prunus Hortulana 00
ak, Bur - Quercus macrocarpa 000 ¥ % g:g
a 60 $30.00 .
i P' e 80 40.00 EVERGREEN TRANSPLANTS
alkaline 100 50.00 (Two & Three Year Root-Pruned)
‘Mapls e ocscpralatine) 140 7000  (Minimum Order - 25 plants of each variety. Order in multiples
0Oak, Red - Quercus borealis rubra 0 $30.00 of 25) - ]
{Edet growing, 3090 s ; " e NOTILL MEETING — The Fayette County No-Till Club, shown _ridgetillsystem of planting corn and beans, o system {hat leaves
Uil 10 5000 Arborvitac, American- Thuja occidentalis ... 87 70 S0 [ 0, session at Upper lawa in photo at left above, now numbers all previous crop residue on the surface and hetween the rows. He
Bl Whits Quercas &b o a0 Fic Whits Ables concolon 390 23| ore than 100 members. About 85 of them are shown listening to then plants the crop on a ridge where soil is warmer and dricr in
£%, (20. Furniture, Hardwood floors) 50 $2500 (Silvery Foliage & Trunk) ‘% 235 | @ presentation by Ernie Bohn (shown in photo at right the spring. He previously was a district conservationist for the
osien gty Frulis slia ithlics. 70 3500 Fir, Douglas - Pseudotsuga taxifolia § 70 si7g0 | svove)well-renowned speaker, author, farmer, who promofes  SCSand encourages planting on the contour,
90 4500 9" .90 $21.50 -l
L ey Pine, Austrian - Pinus nigra 6" 44 $11.00
e 3 1o 0w ,(Clay or Sandy Sol-good ciy iree) @ sw
ol p ne, Jack - Pinus banksial 3 44 $11.00
Pﬂf{oﬁfvm"fﬁﬂfnf"'“‘s“rg‘"" B S (Growsondifficult or drou jhly\“le.sl 9" 60 1500
P Peinir, Rabista “rontlis robostd 18 50 $25.00 Pmc Ponderosa - Pinus Ponderosa 6 44 $11.00
it e ol anad S 30 “m0s (Needles58" long, Well Drained land) 9 60 1500
3 0 4500 Pme Scotch - Pinus sylvestris 6 4 $11.00
Poplar, Siouxland, Populus siouxland 18" 50 $25.00  (Longgreenneedles-Christmastree) 9" 60 1500
Cottonless cottonwood 2 70 500 Pine White-Pinus strobus 6" .60 $15.00
i 3 % 400 (5needled pine-deepsandy soil - 9" 80 2000
Christmas tree)
“Red Bud - Cercis canadensis 12" 70 $35.00 Spruce, Black Hills - Picea glauca densata 6 70 $1750
(25- 18" .90 4500 (Blueg,reencglor—Wmdbrenks\ y 9 %0 szz,s.o
o Spruce, Colorado Blue - picea pungens glauca .. 6" .70 $17.50
Russian Olive - Elaeagnus angustifolia 36 $18.00 (Gre.2aroantio blne, tow giwing Onseirea: 90 el
(Very Hardy, Crooked trunk, Grey Leaves) lz 50 2500 D
70 35.00 ry well - drained sites) i
2 90 4500 Spruce Norway -picea excelsa 6. .70 $17.50
(Windbreaks or Christmas trees, dark green, 9" 90 2250
American - Platanu: 56 $28.00 flat needles) . :
& ; 76 3800 Spruce, White- Picea glauca 6" 70 $17.50 T o .
Walnut, Black - Juglans nigra ' 60 $30.00  (Shortblue green needles, slow growing, 9" 90 2250| TONSOF TROUBLE — This display at the Fayette County Fair
(75", nuts & lumber) 127 80 40.00 needs moist, well drained porous soil, showed in a more visible manner the magnitude of the soil
ks 187 100 5000  Christmas trees, windbreaks) erosion problem in the county. Spread over an acre, this amount
of soil would be a layer the thickness of a sheet of paper. When
it s e, g d ks Wome S MELTER b, Bk oyt Gy
NO-TILL — John Garnier, treasurer of the Fayette County Ni I|ahlllly Recently the county has charged landowners for the
tillers, is shown looking over \nllsrr\allol:llllan‘gc :qn::‘r'r‘\gn( at of cleaning their soil out of road ditches, where excess  Held that b ""“I“Y cultivated. [”‘I"' s promotion of no-till is
the Eastern lowa Tillage Show (pholn at left), The former emslnn was found. County-wide, the average soil oss is 10-15 tons  °1€ Feason the practice is so successful in Fayette Count
structural engineer took over the family farm in the early 1HTH D1 BETE per year. At this high rate, many soils will have a
and soon saw that the combination of plowing and a cor marked inless than 40 years.
rotation was causing excessive soil erosion. The change rmm a
cattle set-up o grain crops meant that they didn’t need hay
anymore, John began no-tilling to control his erosion. He now

also sees economic payback. With the help of some of the
chemical dealers, he has found a solution to the wirestem muley
invasion in the area. When planting beans, the wirestem grows to
the stage where Bronco can effectively kill most of the wirestem
and Past is used to catch escapes.

e soils don't erode?

standing in a gully, This field ;\\eraged (hm» In four percent
slopes and has eroded to the unproducti

areas. Terraces were constructed here to solve me pmhlrm The
rock or “‘pebble band”* (photo at right above), is more evident
fhat the surface layer of the Kenyon soil is completely gone.

NO-TILL HELPS — John Garnier no-tilled soybeans into corn
stalk ground. The beans were healthy in appearance, practically
weed-free and notice there are no signs of soil erosion (photo at
left). Photos above show conventionally planted soybeans, which
were taken the same day very near the Garnier field with
similar slopes. The varying shade of soil surface illustrates a

amount of due to erosion on the

cropland.

Soil erosion and the
Iowa 2000 soil program

TOUR — On July 1, the Fayette County No-Tillers Club
sponsored a tour to Jones County (o look at the Dan Stadtmueller
farm. known state-wide for his
conservation methods. His main claim to fame is his row pattern
six rows corn alternating with six rows of soybeans planted no-
{ill. The group examined and asked questions about the various

(h gs Were a planmr set-up to pull a bulk fertilizer wagon and

\\«h modified to increase capacity, needed because of the
alternate crops. The advantages of the unusual row pattern were
weed control and insect control and erosion control. On the return
trip, the group stopped at Tom Hayes' farm to look at his drijled

In the spring of 1980, the Towa
General ~ Assembly t'nmtcd

Societal Concerns
Erosion reduces the natural

at
specifies long-term omecn\-cs
concerning erosion of topsoil
This legislation established
what is referred to as the ‘lowa
Soil 2000 Program.” The
primary objective of this
program is reduction of ex-
cessive erosion from all land
within the state by the year 2000
To achieve this goal in an or-
derly and timely manner, the
lowa General Assembly
developed legislation to support
a coordinated program  that
includes educational, financial
and technical assistance.

The program evolved from a
series of hearings conducted by
a legislative interim study
committee in 1979 at several
locations across lowa The
purpose of the legislative study
committee was (o review and
strengthen the existing Towa soil
conservation program

Soil erosion is a natural
process. Most forms of
agriculture practiced on sloping
landscapes increase the erosion
potential, which is commonly
called accelerated or excessive
erosion

When a soil is experiencing
accelerated erosion, however,
removal of renewed soil
properties occurs faster than
renewal rates. In lowa, it takes
approximately 30 years or more
to develop one inch of topsoil
under ideal conditions where
erosion is very low. This would
be equal to about 165 tons per
acre. Therefore, tolerable soil
losses range from 2 to 5 tons per
acre per year for different ~-uL

of lowa's soils
while also polluting the water
resources, More lowans are
becoming aware of this as the
soil erosion problem has become
a major public issue. As a
result, many lowans are voicing
their concern about soil erosion.
Unfortunately, just being
concerned about soil erosion is
not enough. Excessive soil
erosion can be controlled
Farmers and other land users
must continue (o effectively use
soll and water conservation
practices and develop a soil
stewardship ethic.
Consequences of Erosion

Soil erosion and soil
productivity are intricately
related and cannot be e:

separated. Erosion of any soil
usually results in a net decrease
of the long-term inherent
productivity of the soil

Soil erosion atfects long-term
productivity by reducing tilth
and the soil's water holding
capacity. In particular, long-
term productivity is decreased
by removal of plant nutrients
and organic matter from the soil
surface horizon, by remvoing
the fine silt and clay sized
particles that relate to a soil's
ability to hold plant available
water and provide nutrients to
plant roots, and by decreasing
water infiltration into the soil
which increases water runoff

o effect of soil
erosion on long-term produc
tivity can be measured by

changes in three properties of
the sail profile. These are
topsoil thickness; (2) rooting

depth which relates to the plant
available water capacity of a
nd (3) depth to maximum
¢ content in the soil profile. A
decrease in topsoil thickness
usually results in the maximym
clay content being closer to the
surface in eroded soils.

Erosion Potential

The northeastern lowa region
includes upland soils formed in
loess on ridge-tops.
Loess thickness on ridge-tops is
variable, ranging from 2 to 20
feet. Parent material on
sideslopes may be 2 feet or less
of loess or till, or bedrock, Many
soils in the severe erosion
potential area of northeastern
Iowa are designated fragile soils
due to the shallow depth of the
plant rooting zone above
bedrock

Summary

Soil erosion in lowa is a major
problem. It is estimated that the
average annua soil
displacement or cropland
averages 9.9 tons per acre per
ar on more than 26 million
res planted to row crops,
small grain, and forages for hay
production
lack of economic in:
s in the market place fo
soil_conserving activities is a
major obstacle to the adootion
of soil conservation practices on
potentially erosive lands. In
addition, public funds for both
cost-sharing and subsidies for
soil conserving practices have
been and probably will continue
mr.\um\m\u;yph

he owa  legislature

rn-uvnmzm! the need f
maintaining the long-ter:

productivity of Towa's soil
resources in view of the high
potential erosion rates on
cropland, the lack of economic
incentives in the market place,
and the scarcity of public funds
for soil conserving activities
The legislature established the
Towa Soil 2000 Program, which

includes the Conservation
Folder, the Farm Unit Soil
Conservation Plan, and the

“onservation Agreement. The
objective of this program is the
development of a workable
solution to soil erosion problems
inlowa

The lowa Soil 2000 Program
will be carried out at the local
level. Conservation district
personnel will provide owners
and operators of farm units
pertinent soil conservation
information on a timely basis
The Towa Soil 2000 Program does

not tell the landowner o
operator which practices must
be used Instead, the program
provides the landowner or

operator with adequate in
formaiton to develop an up-
derstanding and awareness of
(1) the impacts of excessive
erosion; (2) the erosion on their
land; (3) potential solutions for
controlling erosion; (4) their
obligations under Towa law; and
(5) availability of educ
technical and financia
stance

In 1977, President Carter ccus-
ed the oil industry of seekm5
“the biggest rip-off in
and not being mleres(ed in soh-
ing energy problems.

pieces of equipment Stadtmueller uses. Among the unusual

TERRACING — These recently
structed terraces show how

contours  fit the hill. Long
smooth curves are charac-
{eristic of current methods of
ayouts, with most

ce systems being parallel

s much as the topography

Soil loss is cut by up to
o with terracing and
{heresulting contouring

beans, which were very clean and well-developed.

Brush pilescn hel wildlife |

wildlife cover. It is also bad for
the soil. Since brush pile fires
burn hot, the organic matter in
the soil is destroyed. The ac-
Lumulalmn of (’hhb\ produces

Did you ever stop to think of
the value brush piles have for
wildlife? Yes, that's right
prush_piles provide excellent
‘yer for many wildlife species

Galtontail_rabbits, a favorite ‘“dead spot” due fo the excess
game animal of all farm boys, ~potash. * This “area. may

{se brush piles all year long. support plant growth for vl
Niny females use that old years

Locate brush piles in areas out

je of limbs and stumps for a
& v, where they will not

gfe place 1o raise their young. of

paring the fall and winter when immper tractor operations
aa. of the cover disappears, Areas where the slope is too
bpsh piles provide “excellent steep to farm or where soil is
ﬂeﬂmn On cold winter days extremely poor offer ideal spots
fbbils, quail, grouse and other (o pile K;m\h Odd ur%ﬂ\ in :Yln

ife seek these protected corner of pastures or adjacent to
gidite . woodlots are good Near farm
igurning brush piles destroys ponds, pile brush below the dam

and to one side, Don't pile brush Recreation area last winter to |
into ditches. Brush piled into improve habitat for rabbit, |
gullies will not stop erosion, and quail, grouse and other wildlife. |
its foten prevents natural
bealing. In some cases, brush
pushed into _ditches actually
Speeds up erosion

If brush piles become an
eyesore, there are varieties of

These piles were made f{rom
hardwoods thinned from the
edge of timbered areas. The
brushpiles are secure winter
cover and the ed;

e thinning
climbing plants that can be encourages sapling and shrub
established to cover them. \growth on the woodland edge.
Virginia creeper, bittersweet

and grape will hide brush piles !
These plants can be collected in _ So, when you think about
the wild, or they can be pur- burning that brush pile,
chased from one of the many remember how nice it looke 1) |
nursery supply houses rabbits and quail on a cold |
Seventy  brush piles were wintery day. 1t certainly looks |

!

!

!

constructed on the Volga betterthana pileof ashes
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WORKING TOGETHER — The

spring of 1953 saw a number of

organizations get together. *The Living Snowfence Project” was

a joint venture of the North and
of

Valley FFA Chapters, the lowa

the Soil C Service,

and the County Conservation Board to plant trees znd shrubs on

ght-of-ways to keep snow off the highway
worked with Jay Custer of the SCS

state
Norris Walvatne of the IDOT

to choase sections of Highways 150 and 18 that had snowdrift
problems, The FFA chapters provided the labor and monies for

Conservation
award presented

Charles Jacobsen was
awarded the Conservationist of
the Year award by the Fayette
County Farm Bureau and
Fayeite Soil Conservation
District. The plaque was given
at a banquet at the Farm
Bureau building in Fayette Oct
10, 1983,

Chuck Is not a newcomer to
conservation. When he started
to farm his present farm in the
fifties he became a member in
the Fayette County Soil Con-

servation District. His plan
called for contouring and
stripcropping  his  moderately

rolling land west of the highway
and using & six-year rotation.
The three years of hay would
provide hay the first two years
and pasture the third year. The
three years the land was in
grass a strong sod would build
up improving the structure of
the soll so that it would hold
together during the row crop
years. Even so Chuck wanted to

do better. Where it was not

Iowa 2000 folders from SCS

by James Burrack
Chairman, Fayette Soil
Conservation District
1984 will be the year that the
Towa 2000 Folders will be put
together by the staff at the
County Soll Conservation Serv-
\ce Office.
] folders will be
distributed (0 each farmiand
ner and operator. The Towa
2000 folder will offer each
farmer ways to reduce soil

necessary to provide pasture he
liked stripcropping.

Charles is a friendly man of
tall athletic build. Lines around
the eyes show a good many
summers of hard work and large
sinewy hands know the bale

deep respect for the land, the
sanctity of God’s creation. He
believes in working with nature
rather than against it. This is
shown by the beautiful strips he
maintains just a mile north of
West Union east of highway 150
n 1967 Charles bought another
80 acres which gave him the
northwest quarter of section 5 of
Union township. He completely
striperopped the 160 acres and
has kept them since. The hay
strips are seeded to alfalfa and a
grass mixture with an oals
nurse crop. When the alfalfa
thins out it is plowed up and put
to corn while the next strip
which had been in corn is
planted to hay. In this way

erosion to within limits con-
sidered acceptable
ere has been much

publicity about sofl conservation
in the news media this year
Secretary Block personally feels
that there should
compliance between Federally
Funded Farm programs_and
Tand being under a conservation
plan. He said he will continue to
ush for such action in the
uture. As you receive your

methods and assisted with the
C

the project. On a cool and breezy April day, everyone EO
together and planted ninebark,
County Conservation Board gave instructi

dogwood and arbor vilae.
s on proper plantnt
planting. In a followup rep

ter found a 70-80 percent survival rate. The group posed ford

picture shown at left above, They are, in front, Je

Muff,

district conservationist; and two members of the FFA; in bad
are Norris Walvatne of the [DOT, Joel Janns of the County’

Conserval

STRIP CROPS —

farm.
water can not run on cultivated
land more than 100 feet before
coming to a hay strip which
slows the water and catches the
soil. Loss on those strips is less
than two tons per acre per year.

Charles would recommend
stripcropping o anyone in.
terested in saving soil.**The soil
just seems to get better each

folder for your farm this year,

give the ‘plan some vareful
consideration
Interest in permanent soil

conservation pract
sharply this past y
the PIK program’
There were about 200,000 feet of
terraces built in Fayette county
this year. The extra money

allotted for Fayette county also
helped make this construction
possible

Saving your soil with
limited capital outlay

by Andy Oxley
VIPS — Volunteer In
Protecting Soll
lowa is losing Its greatest
resource: Soil
One hundred years ago lowa's
topsoll averaged 16 inches
Today's average is seven inches
and decreasing, Everybody sees
the problems, Ditches, gullies

VIPs help
county’s

SCS office

In 1983 we had a number of
inquiries for VIPS positions
(Volunteers In Protecting Soil)
We were able to use two of them
for laying out terraces and
checking out the practices for
completion

Jim Amold, an Oelwein area
seed representative, worked one
day a month as a surveying
aide. His father was a longtime
Soll Conservation Technician in
Keoseuqu

and rills are present in many of
our fields. Nobody wants to lose
the soil, but how can you save
the soll without spending a
fortune?

The Soil Conservation Service
has options that can save your
land and not lose sight of your
budget. Many of these you have
used before, some you have
seen, others are just beginning
to become popular. All of these
practices can save your soil and
not cost much, if any, money.

Contouring can be a very
effective method to reduce
erosion. Losses can be reduced
by as much as 50 percent. But
don't do it on your own, request
SCS assistance for the layout. A
common problem that persists
even with contouring is the end
rows. Severe erosion on these
rows can be decreased with
grass headlands. Headlands can
qualify for reduced acreage
programs if it is 66 feet wide

Contour stripcropping is one
of the most effective of the
conservation practices. It will
reduce soil loss by as much as
percent compared to continuous
corn with straight rows. This

Andy Oxley his
time between sessions at UNI
w he is a pre-law student
His father, Wally Oxley, is one
of the Soil Conservation
Technicians in our offi y
helped with practice layout, as
well as writing news releases for
our office

A VIPS can perform any type
of service for the SCS, and has
the protection of our insurances.
They have full use of our

ent, under the super

vision of the District Con-
servationist

If you have some spare time
and feel you can help, call us
and we will get you involved
with helping save the soil

ss s
by growing close grown crops
such as hay or oats in alter-
nating contour strips with row

OpS.
Obviously reducing the row
crop intensity also reduces sheet
and rill erosion. Two years corn,
oats, two years hay rotation will
reduce erosion 50 to 60 percent
from that of a continuous corn
rotation, and more when
compared to corn, soybean
rotation

Minimum tillage or no-till are
two of the fastest growing
measures to reduce soil loss,
Conservation tillage by a chisel
plow will leave approximately
20 percent residue cover and no-

Landoll

One Pass Seedbed Preparation

TILLOLL

till has B0 to 90 percent residue
cover remaining. This amount
of cover left by notill can
reduce losses by B0 percent.

Conservation tillage has the
added advantages of decreasing
costs of production, although
machinery changeover —may
require an initial investment.
Fuel and time are greatly
reduced, and the moisture
holding capacity of the land is
also increased. Adequate tile
drainage is recommended on
poorly drained soils before no-
till is used.

It is important to act soon. A
1977 USDA study of soil
depletion reported that at
current levels most productive
farm land will be severely
eroded in less than 100 years, it
is essential to put soil saving
practices into use to bring soil
losses ta tolerable levels.

‘The use of one or more of these
measures will help. The SCS can
help you determine \which
practice is best suited to your
operation, especially with the
development of a soil con
servation plan. For more in-
formation ‘stop in at the: Soil
Conservation Service in West
Union or call 422-3179.

<

Contour strip crops on the Charles Jaco

on Board, and Brian Harper, vo-ag instructor.

year," he said “If you need
for cattle feed you might aswe
have it protect your row
land while it is growing. For
price it is selling you could m
more money raising hay

o

es.
manages his own affairs a
doing quite well.

-

James Burrack
A study in Fayette cours
shows that the timber land =

being lost to cultivation of rw
crops. The soil conservatia
district has asked the cousy
supervisors for money to p
chase a tractor puiled tre
planter to be used by the lax
owners of Fayette county I
reverse this trend. Trees sav
soil, protect wildlife and ir
crease property values.

The Fayette County No-Til
their first winte
meeting of the new year at UIU
in January, Those in attendanc
heard about fertilizer placemert
with  no till and ridgetl
planting system.

‘I'he club membership is opes
to anyone interested in no till &
ways to save soil when farming
The purpose of the club is to

a) promote profitable sol
conservatfon

b) educate members i
successful  conservatios
practices

©) educate the general public
on benefits of soil conservation

d) provide a forum to ex
change ideas on successful crop
production practices whilt
conserving soil

As you make plans for the next
cropping year, keep in mind ouf
topsoil is being lost at the rate o
s per acre per year
practice more ol
stewardship and get soil erosiot
under control.

L&M

R.R. #1 -

GRAIN

OELWEIN
Good Soil

Conservation

b James B, Gulliford, Director
Tows Department
Eire o Soil Conservation
sgil LS on the part of lowa's
the Conservation districts, and
s ate and federal soll con-
“:Vaurm agencies that support
Yo have never been greater
h;L €rosion persists as much
fay s in the past. More than
Wothirds of our state's
topland is eroding at a rate
Bteater than the soil
{ogenerates itself. The reasons
{or his continuing erosion are
th obvious and obscure;
Managerial as well as physical
be erosion problem we face
s dynamic in nature due to the
Tany forces that influence it
hysical factors including slope
Steepness,  slope length and
intensity govern the
#mount of erosion that occurs
based on the amount of
Vegetative or residue cover that
Protects the soil. The balance of
all these factors is the result of
the agricultural

D

-
il

James Gulliford

cropping has on soil erosion. As
farm

used by the farmer.

Agricultural management is
more than choosing seed
Varieties, planting dates,
&quipment purchases and other
farm decisions, It should include
conscious  soil conservation
decisions as well. As crop
mlations are chosen, cor-
sideration should be given to the
impact that intensive row-

consideration should be given to
adopting conservation tillage
systems that hold down farm
costs and save soil. As fields are
laid out for planting, con-
sideration Should be given to
lanting on the contour and
eaving grassed headlands,
waterways and buffer strips
The cost of acres lost from crop
production is not nearly so great
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ropland eroding faster
than soil regenerates

as is the
erosion

The Iowa farmer continues to
be the best farm manager and
crop producer in the world. The
management skills that farmers
have allow them to deal with
erosion at the same time that

y produce crops. Our soil
conservation districts are
committed to helping the far.
mer in this rega;

Districts across lowa have
initiated the lowa Soil 2000
program and are beginning to
contact their farmers through
development and distribution of
conservation folders. These
conservation folders contain
information that describes both
the nature of erosion occurring
on each farm and the production
and yield consequences that
sustained erosion causes. The
folders also offer alternatives to
treat erosion and offer the sery
ices of the soil conservation
district in developing con-
servation management systems
to control erosion. In years to
come, all farmers can expect to
receive this information.

benefit of reduced

The Department of Soil
Conservation, through soil
conservation districts, also

continues to be committed to
provide financial incentives to
assist farmers who n

manent soil conservations
practices to solve their erosion
problems. The Department's

Conservation recreation

at Volga Lake project

by Jerry Reisinger
Park Ranger
Volga River
Recreation Area
As we begin to think of our
conservation recreation ac-
tivities for the 1984 season, more
thought should be given to the
potential of these at the Volga
RiverState area

area were blacktopped last fall
and now provide a dust-mud free

dn\'mgeaépenence

As roads are the basis for
getting people to, around and
from the area, they often draw a
great deal of atiention in the
early development stages of any

Located just four miles north
of Fayelle, the Volga River area
looks more inviting this spring
than ever with its new
blacklopped roads, Nearly all
interior roads of the recreation

...because the future of
good earth is in your hands!
Conservation is everybody’s concern . . . but you,
as a farmer, can play an active role in the effort
to save our natural resources and all that

they provide. We want to help, too!

If practicing conservation means making improvements
or changes on your farm, then maybe we can be of
service with farm improvement loans . . . to gel

the cash you need to be conservation conscious . . . now!

Let’s work together...because conservation

public use area. The Volga
River area is no
exception.

At the present time,

preliminary surveys have been
completed and bridge and road
design is well underway for an
east access road to be added to

the area. I anticipate bidding on
the new construction to begin
within three or four weeks with
construction to begin sometime
this spring. At this time, we are
hoping the job will be completed
during the 1984 construction
season and ready for auto traffic
late this fall

There are many other items in
the planning stages, yet still on
the drawing board, for future
improvements,

Our top priority items are a
beach facility for the 135 acre

(Continued on Page 10)

is everybody’s job!

cost-share program is funded to
assist low net worth farmers.
Detalls of these programs ecan
be received by contacting the
Fayette County Soil Con-
servation District office.

As stated above, our efforts to
address erosion problems are
great. We look forward to 1964 as
4 milestone year toward
initiating new and sustained
efforts toward helping farmers
meet their soil conservation
eeds

YOUR LOCAL

FARMUTUAL
BELONGS TO

In the best American
tradition of neighborly co-
operation, your FarMutual
belongs to you and the
other members it serves. It
provides benefits and pro-
tection you won't find
anywhere else.

Let us tell you about it.

We Make It Work For YOU

FARTUAL

AND GAINNELL MUTUAL REINSURANCE CO

You Work Herd
Right Now i th Right Time fo See Us Off... Foc Yow ey, o the ’rst
e o . i R o ational
Pride n the past, aily Cash Grain
CASE POWER . Concern for the present, Quotations ank
& EQUIPMENT b Foithin the future e o e
| ANDOL | Call 283-5444 oA

AG - COMSTRUCTION - TRENCHING YOUR FINANCIAL CENTER.
ol K30 2608 & son Lots 76422 ‘.:"_""'_'r':v"'m‘:"":!m‘

L
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WINS AWARD — A. W

conservation technician with the
received a superior performance award from
He received the
award for his outstanding sales of conserva

the Soil Conservation Service

“Wally'

Oxley, soil
SCS (at left),

Check nozzles
for uniformity

1. Check nozzles for umlnr
mity of delivery by
recording the number of ounces
sprayed by each nozzle in 15
seconds. Calculate the average
output of all nozzles. Replace
any nozzle whose output differs
more than five percent from the
average of all nozzles on the
boom

2. In the field to be sprayed,
measure a 102 foot course and
placea flag at each end

3. Add water to the tank until
itis approximately one-half full

4. Select and note the desired
gear and throttle setting or
engine r.p.m. to be used when
spraying the field. With a stop
watch, time the sprayer through
the 102 foot course in both
directions and determine the
average number of seconds to
travel lhﬁtﬂuri(’

5. With the equipment
stationary, engage the pump
and operate the engine at the
same throttle setting or r.p.m.

1\077! FNI’A( ING,
HES

60

used when timing the 102 foot
course, Turn the boomon and
adjust the pressure to within 35
to 50 psi. With a measuring
container graduated in ounces,
catch water from one nozzle for
the number of seconds required
to travel the 102 foot course.
Repeat for at least one nozzle in
each boom section and deter-
mine the average number of
ounces delivered per nozzle.

6. Depending on the nozzle
spacing on the boom, refer to the
appropriate equation below to
determine the output of the
sprayer in gallons per acre:

7. If necessary to increase or
decrease gallons of spray
delivered per acre, change the
nozzle size, vary speed, or
adjust pressure within 35 to 50
psiat the nozzle and recalibrate

*Nozzle spacings of greater
than 40 inches are not recom-
mended for Paraquat ap
plication

EQUATIONS FOR CALCULATING

SPRAYER OUTPUT

Ounces collected x 2 equals gallons per acre
Ounces collected equals gallons per acre
Ounces collected x .67 equals gallons per acre

Set-aside
special
program

Don Carpenter, C.E.D. for.
ASCS in Fayette explains that
“‘farmers who enroll in the 1984
set aside program may be
eligible for special 90 percent
cost sharing to establish grass
or trees on the set aside acres.

The set aside land must be
predominantly class Iile or
higher class land which, under
normal farming conditions, was

Don Carpenter
subject to soil erosion at rates at
least twice the established
tolerable (“T") level. The Soil
Conservation Service (SCS) will
assist farmers in determining
the soil loss and the land class of
the set aside land.

1f approved, the farmer must
agree to maintain grass cover
for a minimum of 5 years or tree
cover for 10 years

Jerry Muff, District Con
servalionist for SCS, em
phasized that this is an ideal
way to recover woodland
grassland on marginal cro !
which should have never been
converted in the first place

Sign up for this special

ASCS

program at your local
office at the same time "
up for the 1984
program. The deadline
24— soact now

sel  aside

is Feb.

Woodland owners
newsletter ready

lowa State University, In

Fore:

cooperation with the
Section of the lowa Col
Commission, Has

quarterly
Newsletfer

ervation

Woodland
to improve

tod
of topics important

interested
ee publica

h.n\\h

are

receiving th

Latin America’s trade balance
slwwsdnsurplmlff”mlhonm
1982. This, a¢ to the Inter-
American Developmen! Bank,
indicates the countries of the
region are making an extraor-
dinary effort to generate
resources needed to pay their
loans. Mexico alone accounted
for most of the surplus — $6.9
billion. That represented a $10.3
billion turnaround since 1981,
when Mexico had registered a
deficit of $3.4 billion.

and excellence with practice design and layout
His supervisor, District Conservationist Jerry
Muff (at right), is shown as he presented the
certificate to Oxley.

alnut care can be mvestment

by Gary Beyer
District Forester

Black walnut is the my
tree in lowa. Other species
as red oak and ash also bring
good prices, but walnut always
has been and probably alivags
will be king.

In 1982, lowa produced
veneer walnut logs lhanm:;;
other state in the nation. North.
east lowa produces some u' the
highest quality’ walnatiig the
world! Not bad for the gy
Corn' state
st of the large veneer trags
harvested today are native ang
grew with little help from ys
The trees are high qualify
because they grew in de,
woods. They had'to compete for
sunlight and were forced to grow
straight and tall, The lower
limbs were shaded early in the
trees life and died, eventually
falling off. The wounds healeq
over and clear, veneer qualll)

ASCS announces
cost share plan

ASCS announces cost share p
CED, Don Carpenter
Landowners must apply for the

rogram for 1984, according to

following practices at the ASCS

office. The SCS personnel at West Union will contact the ap.
plicants that are approved to determine feasibility and cost

estimate of the proposed practice.

The cost share rates shown are not automatic percentage
payments to landowners — but are considered maximum
amounts a landowner can receive. Landowners are also limited

0$3,500 per year.
LIFESPAN
FOLLOWING YEAR
OF
S :
AT ¥eranent Vegetative Cover e
Establishment 0% 5years
SL2 Permanent Vegetative Cover
lmpm\emenl 5 years
SL-3 Striperopping Systems 5 years
SL4 Terrace Systems 10 years.
SL5 Diversions 10 years
SL-7&9 Windbreak Establishment
or Restoration 10 years
SL-13 Contour Farming 3 years
SL-15 No-Till Systems
WC1 Water Impoundment Reservoirs (Ponds) 10 years
WP-1 Erosion Control Structure 10 years
WP-3 Waterways 10 years
WL-1 Permanent Wildlife Habitat 5 years
FR-1 Forest Tree Plantations 10 years
FR-2 Forest Tree Stand Improvement 10 years

Conservation . . .

(Continued from Page 9)
lake and a modern camp area
near the lake.

In order to build the beach
facility, the Towa Conservation
Commission must first con-
struct a silt dam across the west
arm of the lake. A road will
cross the top of the earthen silt
dam to provide access to the
beach area.

The $400,000 silt dam was
planned for last season but had
to be postponed in the face of
federal budget cutbacks. The
ICC is again hoping to get this
back in the picture for 1984

There should be good fishing
for bluegill and catfish this year
in the new lake. The bluegill will
quite often run7 inches in length
and the catfish will range from
11; to 3 pounds. Note that there
is a 14 inch minimum length
restriction on the large-mouth
bass in the lake. Most of these
bass will not be keepers this
season

T remind you not to overlook
the 17 miles of hiking and horse
trails, These trails are in very
good shape and provide

beautiful access for hkag sight
seeing, photography, ef

Take some tume l(‘l get our-
doors this spring and see what
the Volga River Recreation
Area has to offer in conservation
recreation.

Funds . . ..
(Continued from Page 7)

Because the Soil Conservation
District _Commissioners are
concerned about this area they
have decided that Iowa 2000
folders will be prepared and
distributed for all landowners in
the watershed. Landowners will
be invited to come to the S
office in West Union when lhl
folders are ready.

We were happy to see an in-
creased interest in conservation
tillage and no-till farming
These practices along| with
contouring and stripcropping
will go a long way towards
reducing soil erosion.

MARCHS5 & 6

Monday & Tuesday,

Plan To Attend Our

9 1o 5 p.m. Both Days!

SEE...

Monday & Tuesday,
MARCH5 & 6

by CESH

fiberglass flush system,

frared heat.

NEWPORT PORTABLE

Farrowing, Nursery &
Farrowing/Nursery
Built like a brick (you know what),
hot
galvanized pens & crates, redwood intake
ventilation, fiberglass exhaust hoods, in

LEASES AVAILABLE

dipped

COMPUTERS
The latest in Ag Software and Hardware. User
friendly. a ful line of computer supplies &
demonstrations. Ag Evaluations —
Bake home printoct of recommenaations.

sup

East of Deere & IH

MOTORS - MOTORS - MOTORS
%’m. Special Open :—iouse
Motor Sale
FAST, EFFICIENT REG. SPECIAL
QUALITY CCNSTRUCITON THP 1) 923
SPECIAL OPEN HOUSE L
PRICES IHPWHIT a0l
SHP 1QHIT
LEASES AVAILABLE TAHRIWHIT 82364
2HP M. lorad
IHP I
FARM BUILDINGS 5y ‘;3"]' L)
POLE & ALL STEEL 10OHP 3§ 100,52 233.95
S al i
pecia Eo)f;r;/‘r—ipol_uée: Prices m“s' FANS, AUGERS
45x70x14 Building Double Slide
End Door, Walk Door, Erected WAREHOUS:LE
On Your Level Site
REG. PRICE $11,441 ClEQ{SﬁBNECBEEiT
OPEN HOUSE PRICE *9,975 WON'T BE BEAT

283-2556

OGDEN AG SYSTEMS-
RADIO SHACK DEALER

Oelwein, la.

wood was produced outside o( ml'eudlbrlngasmmmsm

the limb scar. I saw a

Gary Beyer

growing in a ravine which was
30 inches in diameter and had
Tour 16-foot veneer logs. The tree
was valued at $15,000 to $20,000.
Trees like that are few and far
between, 1 see many more $50
\rees which fork at eight feet
n e numerous branchy
and defects

{:rde o and dented bodies. How
n yuu our young wal
trees becoy p G dlﬁ'a e
The most Impomml stzp isnot m
to graze your timber. Livestock
compact the soil and damage
the root collar. Walnut trees that
are pastured generally are slow
rowm? and develop hollow
bases, I assisted with a walnut
sale where the logger said he
would have paid twice as much
if the trees had not been
pastured. Those herefords cost
the [arm;r §25,000. The cattle
were in the pasture where the)
belonged amgnout of the wnodi
pronto! The Forest Reserve Law

exempts timberland that is not

grazed from property taxes.
You can start to “train”
walnut at an early age.
Seedlings can be correctively
pruned to remove major forks.
It's important to maintain one
straight, central stem. The trees
need leaf area to produce food
for growth, so prune lightly. No
side or bole puning is needed
until the trees are at least two
inches in diameter. It's temp-
ting to overprune, which results

wlugmwlrwnh:lump Keep
he one best sprout and remove
thenn.

Fast growth is the best wnylt:
Pmmmuu-a it young trees,
\ﬁ‘x uires weed

and grasi enntml Compe
vegelation robs moisture a
nutrients from lheirec Trees in
thick grass usuall, slowly
and develop into walnut
‘‘bushes.” Herbicides are ef-
fective in controlling com-
petition from wees and
grasses. A combination ol Kerb
Princep-Surflan  will control
existing vegetation. Apply the
herbicide on an area lﬁree to
four feet around each tree after
a killing frost in the fall. Follow
label directions carefully when
applying herbicides.

Trees two to 10 inches in
diameter can be improved with
rrumng and release. Remove

ower limbs up Lo one half of the
total height of the tree, Cut the
limbs flush with the trunk
the dormant season
February through March, prior
to bud break, is the best time.
Do not cut limbs over two inches
in diameter because they heal

Remove trees with crowns (
area) wllhin four to five feet
the crvwnx Leave tre|
that are not directly competir
for ngm so they continue
force the walnut to gro
straight.

An acre can support rough
100 mature walnut trees, whic
is an average of 20 feet betwe«

trees. It doesn't make sense
prune and release 300 trees pe
acre because many of \he:
trees will be removed f
firewood to make room for you
U trees. Select your besi 1t
trees per acre and concentra
your efforts on these. Work ¢
sites suitable for walnut growt.
Walnut require a deep wel
drained loam soil. Wet are:
and heavy clay soils are poor
suited for walnut production.

Now you're ready to open you
IRA. With proper care, yo
investment will build ar
mature. Your land value w
increase annually as your tree
add veneer quality wood. You
be protecting the soil frov

in reduced growth. Trees that too slowly to prevent rot. No i ¥ :
*Walnut trees are similar to  are beyond repair can be cut off wound d)lvssurg is needed 5’.‘5:'.’&,?22,.3{"‘“""5 valuapd
selling cars. There are a few at ground level during the Dressings may make you feel  wouldn't you really rathe
cadillacs in mint condition dormant season. Several sprouts better, %su( may actually slow own a Cadillac?
—
Your Oelwein State banker is probably the best partner you can have.
Our» friendly staff is ready to help make your farm operation, agri-
business or investment program the best it can be.
Stopinsoon...we‘ll be glad fo help.
Dan Crandall Carol Tousley Don Frazer

Dan Crandall,
and Carol Tousley are three

fer.

of our farm credit officers.
They are prepared to help
you with all your needs.

They can also suggest other
financial services that we of-

Don Frazer

Ramsey are

needs.

ARLINGTON

633-3855

Dave Helscher
discuss retirement accounts

and other financial planning
for your farm or family

Oelwein State Bank ,

and Bill
available to

This Personal Service Is What You Can Expect at

at All Three Locations.

We Can Give Your Needs Complete and
Professional Attention.

OELWEIN

283-3361

Bill Ramsey




