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Atlantic Farm Monthly

Poet's Corner

A-contributed collection of poetry

Can It Be Done?

We came out of warm waters,
bright, white and bold, walked on
four legs, changing our mold.

From burning heavens and an-
imal kinds, we made our way
north to better climes.

From caves, crouched in fear,
through gloom of the ages, sur-
vived the dinosaur, wrote history
on pages.

Sailed ships on the seas,
founded new lands, bombed the
shores safe from foreign hands.

Awed by the Bible, a guide for
mankind, heeded its teachings,
humbled our minds.

Now 1s a new age looking for-
ward to peace, free of racism and
hatred, God's human race. Can 1t
be done?

We pray.

JOHN DEERL

985 FIELD CULTIVATOR

By Goldie Hagedorn
615 Northwestern Ave.
Audubon

Hallowed Be His Name

Oh! The wonders of God, Cre-
ator, grand!

The heavens declare His Glory.

The firmament shows His
Hand,

Holy and Reverend 1s His
Name,

Pastor John Doe,

A man so below,

Yet he would share God's
Name

And himself to acclaim,

Lucifer, The Foe,

Was on the go,

And he desired the same,

Be like the Most High!

Was his cry,

» Five-section design
tailor-made to eat big
acreages fast

» C-shanks with 24-inch
underframe clearance
work through high
residue

» 6- or 9-inch spacing

» 3-bar harrow finishes
the seedbed, flips up
when not 1n use

» Transports at a narrow
19-feet 7-inches

» Working widths from
47-feet 3-inches to
62-feet 6-inches

JOHN DEERE

GOOD DEALS...AND A GOOD DEAL MORE

Puck Implement Co.

Audubon = 712-563-4266
Manning 712-653-2574

And that was his bend,
Many now call him,
Reverend!

By C. Ray
RR 2, Box 31A
Anita

CALL 9-1-1

Down the ladder I want to go
But I find no steps are there.

What will happen? What must
[ do? I fall down; I know not
where.

[ lie there, then | hear, "Call 9-
1-1, they'll come I Know."

[ feel strong men lift me, My
arms are fine, my leg, no go!

A skilled doctor and a kind
nurse fix my leg and give ther-
apy.

Some months in the nursing
home, You know what 1s to be
will be.

My confused mind, unsteady
hands And those steps I cannot
see-

In the future I promise you, No
more ladder climbing for me.

O dear Lord, when my day 1s
donc,

Hear me | pray, call 9-1-1

This poem was written by Iris
Heckman Bailey, Route 2, Box
154A. Anita, Iowa. She 1s 83
years old and legally blind.

America's farmers are in the
business of growing the necessi-
ties of life -- food and fiber. With
a world population totaling 5.5
billion today and expected to in-
crease to nearly 8 billion by
2020, 1it's only appropriate that
"Growing Tomorrows" is the
theme of National Ag Week.

This year's celebration, to be
observed March 15-21, pays trib-
ute to the ways farmers are using
innovative production practices to
help feed this growing world pop-
ulation while protecting the envi-
ronment.

The challenge 1s monumental.
Since the world 1sn't getting
larger, farmers must do more with
what they have. Each acre of land
must produce more bushels of
grain and each animal must pro-
duce more lean pounds of meat.

Through research and changes
in production practices, farmers
are doing just that. One example
Is precision farming, a technology
that boosts crop yields and re-

duces waste by using satellite

maps and computers to match
seed, ferulizer and crop protection

applications to local so1l condi-
tions.

To protect the environment and
reduce costs, a weed detector
equipped with an infrared lighc 1s

A The focus of Ag Week

By Aaron Putze, lowa Farm Bureau Federation

used. The apparatus identifies
specific plants by the different
rates of light they reflect and then
sends a signal to the pump to
spray a present amount of herbi-
cide onto the weed.

[n addition, research and ad-
vancements in biotechnology are
now in the marketplace. This 1s
helping farmers produce tastier
fruits and vegetables that stay
fresh longer and are not damaged
by Insects.

Progress is not being made by
crop farmers alone. Those who
raise livestock are introducing
meat that's lower in fat and
cholesterol. This has resulted in
retail cuts that are 15 percent
leaner, giving consumers better
value of their dollar.

For example, a pork tenderloin
now has only one more gram of
fat than a skinless chicken breast,
one of the true fat "lightweights.”
Also, much leaner beef cuts are
being produced, resulting in 27
percent less fat reaching the retail
case than just 13 years ago.

Whether you produce food and
fiber or just consume them, you

can take pride 1n American agri-
culture. It's an industry that's
"growing tomorrows" for lowans
and consumers worldwide.

Wallace Foundation Learning Center,
mural dedication set for March 16

The Wallace Foundation Learn-
ing and Outreach Center located
at 53020 Hitchcock Avenue, Lewis
will host a dedication ceremony,
Monday, March 16.

The ceremony dedicating the cen-
ter and a special mural will feature
several high-ranking state officials.
VIPs and guests, from 4 - 6 p.m,,
will recognize the center and a ce-
ramic mural created by an Iowa
State University professor espe-
cially for the facility.

Governor Terry Branstad, ISU
President Jischke, Jim Ross Light-
foot. former congressman and cur-
rent gubernatorial candidate, Con-
gressman Leonard Boswell and
several members of the Towa Gen-

eral Assembly will attend the dedi-
cation.

JJ Construction
712-243-1716 » Atlantic, lowa

JJ CONSTRUCTION

New construction of Harlan Builders Post
Frame Buildings and Repair of any Post
Frame Building
Call For Spring Discounts

The Wallace Foundation Learn-
ing and Outreach Center, part of
the Armstrong Research Farm, was
funded by the Wallace Foundation
for Rural Research and Develop-
ment, a private, nonprofit corpora-
tion providing educational oppor-
tunities and supporting rural de-
velopment initiatives in Southwest
[owa.

Between 1988 and 1997, the
foundation raised $400,000 to pur-
chase the Armstrong Research
Farm, and then raised another $1
million to build the learming cen-
ter. The Armstrong Research Farm
is operated by the ISU Experiment
Station.

The center has offices for ISU Ex-
tension specialists, ISU Experi-
ment Station staff, four "incuba-

14.y8ars ofexpaneme,Call

for a free estimate todayl

Harlan Builders
800-955-6124 » Harlan, lowa

tor” offices for value-added agricul-
tural businesses, and three class-
rooms: one classroom is equipped

with the Iowa Communications
Network (ICN).

The mural, titled "Patterns for
Life," was created by Ingrid Lilli-
gren, professor of art and design,
and depicts the agricultural land-
scape of Southwest Iowa. Lilligren
was commissioned to create a
work of art for a curved wall in the
learning center's lobby last year af-
ter she visited the site, studied pho-
tographs of strip cropping In a
nearby field, and built a small-
scale model to present to the Wal-
lace Foundation board.

"We've received very positive
feedback on the mural,” said the
Wallace Foundation's Jill Euken.
"It's very large and striking; when
people walk into the lobby, it's the
first thing they see." Lilligren be-
gan the full-scale project in April
1997.

An aerial photograph of the Arm-
strong Farm's strip cropping was
the focus for Lilligren's mural de-
sign. The mural wall 1s 12-feet
high, 15-feet wide, and has an 8-
foot radius.

Approximately 400 tiles wer€
used to construct the mural, and no
two tiles have the same size Of
shape.
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Steffen leading the way in no-till farming

By Lou Waite, NRCS technical aide for public relations

Doug Steffen of Griswold con-
siders himself a farmer, first and
foremost. But like many young
farmers of today, his operation 1s
highly diversified.

While farming 1200 acres, he
is also one of the partners of
Triple S Engineening and he owns
and operates a semi-tractor and
trailer.

His business office 1s complete
with a computer system and other
modern conveniences which help
keep him well-informed of every
aspect of his various farm and
commercial projects. One of these
1s a patent held on an implement
part, an original invention which
1s among those retailed by his en-
gineering firm.

A third generation farmer,
Doug owns 470 of the acres he
tends, including the family tract.
His father Donald (Don), while
now "retired” and living in town,
still maintains an active interest
in the farm operation.

It was undoubtedly from his fa-

ther that Doug first learned the
importance of conservation, and
he has expanded and improved

upon the methods used to achieve
total compliance.

A number of years ago, he be-
came interested 1in using a no-till
system. "My conservation plan
called for no-till, and I could see
it could be the best option," Doug
confided. But wanting to gain
some prior knowledge, he at-
tended various no-till seminars,
and talked to farmers whose expe-
riences gave the concept "more
credibility".

The next season, he and his
brother-in-law purchased a no-til
drill, and began "experimenting"
with something very much oppo-
site to what they had done before.
The success of the "experiment” 1s
evidenced in the fact that for the
past six years, a complete no-till
operation has been used on the
land Doug farms. He has, in fact,
dispensed with all of his "big"
farm equipment, and now uses
only the drill and one smaller

tractor.
Doug plants corn and soybeans

with a 50/50 rotation. He said his
yields have never dropped, and i
fact, using the narrow-row no-till
drill, soybeans yields have in-
creased five to 10 bushels per acre
in the hillside fields.

"Some of the reason may be
that weed control i1s better on soy-
beans," Doug said, "although the
corn yield has not been reduced at
any time. And when you consider
the savings in time, fuel and la-
bor, it certainly has been a bene-
fit. I have seen no increase 1n
chemical costs, either, so all n
all, 1t has been more profitable to
use no-ull.

Anhydrous 1s applied in the
fall, and a liquid fertilizer 1n-
jected in the spring, using a coul-
ter with a nozzle which "blows'
the nitrogen into the ground and
does not disturb the soil. Nitrogen
is also applied "over the top with
a floater., "This works like a
starter," Doug said, "so the roots
grow on top for awhile, then go
down."

He noted that "Wooly Cup”
grass has been a problem in the
area. "You need to use a good
grass herbicide labeled for Wooly
Cup, as well as foxtail, water
hemp, etc,, then come back later
with a good post-product over the
top for grass and broadleaf. This
works the best for me, anyway."

Doug pointed out that one of
the major differences he has noted
since going to no-till has been in
the structure of the soil itself,
which has become mellower and
easier to work with, The old
residue left in place helps control
erosion as well, and the com-
paction factor 1s negligible. He

has also observed the effect
earthworms have made 1n the
soil.

"They take the trash down In,
and this changes the structure . . .
changes the entire concept. I think
the benefit could be of more value
than is realized," he stated, then
added, "but. you know, I don't
talk about earthworms very
much! People think I'm getting a
little weird about the subject!”

Doug has 217 acres of land 1n
the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP), which he has ex-
tended for another year. He re-
cently was featured in several is-
sues of the Farm Journal maga-
zine for his two-year participation
In a project attempting to find the
best way to bring CRP land back
into production. "I found that the
easiest and cheapest way 1s to
take grass off the year before --
burn-down 1n the fall and again
in the spring of the first year, then
no-till drill soybeans.

There are more problems with
corn. I used a mold-board plow
on some of the land, to have an
accurate comparison, and hand-

harvested enough to check the

vield wath each tillage method
[ really found hittle difference in

the yield, but lots of difference in

Sprayer Headquarters

Complete Units, Tanks, Pumps, Parts

i

LE
SPRAYERS

Blumhardt, Century, Fimco,
& LM sprayers in stock.
Sample Prices:

* 500 Gallon Walking Axle,
45" Boom, Electric Controls -
$4,057

* 1,000 Gallon 60’ Blumhardt
Boom, Hyd. Wing Tilt,
Electric Controls - $6,903

* 1,000 Gallon 60' Century
Hyd. Folding Boom, Electric
Controls - $7,852

FERTILIZER
TANK

80 Gallon &a bkl
1650 Gallon...

2000 Gallon......cccovvvuenenn.
3000 Gallon..........c...o......

MICRO-TANK

MT-3000 » SPRAYER CONTROL

VALVE

$49.95

ELECTRIC

$750.00

FOAM
MARKER

$525.00

Complete Unit

LLOYD & MEREDITH

202 Chestnut e Atlantic, |A e 243-5520

He commented that he has al-
ways appreciated the assistance
he received from the NRCS staff,
and found them very accommo-
dating. "I have been spot-checked
a few umes," he said with a grin,
"but we still have a good working
relationship. In fact, it's good to
know I can rely on them to do the
preliminaries for terracing and
help me develop a conservation
plan which suits my needs.

"We have to make a living at

working the plowed land in com-
parison to the no-tilled land.”

Some of the land Doug farms
is terraced, and he hopes to do
more on some of the rental land.
"I can understand, however, that
some landowners don't feel they
can afford the expense of terrac-
ing," he said, "so no-till is the
best option in a case of that
kind."

There 1s some hay raised, but
Doug said he has a neighbor who

1s glad do the harvesting of 1,
since he owns a number of horses
to feed. "I just turn the hay
ground over to him, and don't
worry about 1t," Doug said with a
chuckle.

this business,” he mused, with a
contemplative expression, "but I
don't ever want to abuse the land
In doing it. When I saw that I
had to do something about ero-

Continued on page 5

FARMS FOR SALE

30.5 ACRES, ML Located 2-1/2 miles west of Adair, 97% tillable cropland. No
bulidings, $1250 per acre
Locatled 4 miles nort

average CSR of E}dmf
per acre

Localed 2-1/2 miles S.E. of Griswold. Large, brick ranch-style
home with full, walk-out basement. Just off the highway with great

view of the valley. $110,000 cash.

Located 3 miles aast of Grant. lowa/Highway 71 Excellent cow-calf
unit, Appr. 234 acres permanent pasture & 31.5 acres o bottom

cropland. $735 per acre, cash

Located 4-1/2 miles south of Griswold. Mostly all gently rolling
Marshall & Judson soils. High percentage of ridge. No buildings
Can be split. $1775 per acre, cash

Located 2 miles N.E. ol Grant. 98.0 acres good quality cropland,
19.4 acres CRP, balance timber. $10,000 bushel grain bin. $1275
per acre, cash.

Located 3 miles southeast of Guthrie Center. Cropland, pasture
and timber combination, Good amount of Non-HEL bottomland.
$890 per acre, cash

Located 2-1/4 miles_so ol_Griswold. Appr. 99% lillable, top
quality Marshall & m&ﬂ | rge, brick ranch home. Can split
iNto smaller tracts & reage separate. $2133 per acre,
cash

Located 2 miles south of Exira in Audubon County. Combination
cropland, grass & CRP land. Nice smaller home & set of out-
buildings. $1250 per acre.

Located 4-1/2 muesmn Pottawattamie County. Quality
Walnut Creek botto rolling, terraced Marshall soils.
Small home & full set of out-bulildings. $2400 per acre

Located 4-1/2 mile oll. Nice two story brick home,
22,000 bushel gralwnaced cropland. $1688 per acre,

cash.

Located 6 miles anﬂmc. Mostly cropland. Marshall &
Judson soils. $1215 .

Located 1-1/2 milesa[nlnm: Top-quality Turkey Creek
bottom cropland. Pn le @ $1322 per acre, cash
Located 8 miles S.E. of Atlantic. Unimproved, mostly cropland
$1125 per acre, cash

Located B-1/2 miles S.E. of Atlantic. Approximately 92% tillable. No
bulldings. $1250 per acres

Located 12 miles mnnnc Cropland, CRP & timber
combination. $850 p .

Located 2 miles wem Highway 83. Rolling cropland &
large two-story hom cre.

Located 2 miles N ajggna. Two story home and out-
bulidings

Have you ever thought about how many bushels of corn it takes to buy one acre of
average lowa farmland? In 1950, it took about 150 bushels. By 19686, it took double
that at 300 bushels based upon the prevailing price of com that year. Booming exports
In the 70's helped fuel land prices which peaked in 1981, requinng about 920 bushels
to buy an acre of land. In the recent past, 1988 represented the bargain year where it
took about 430 bushels of corn to buy an acre. By 1997, this requirement has risen to
about 700 bushels. The graph trend line of this little trivia lesson parallels very closely
the lowa land value trend line. What this tells us is that regardless of other exterior
factors (inflation, land supply and demand, Interest rates, etc.) land valuaes are
influenced the most by land production income

Land movement has been good the last couple of weeks and we still have several
farms available for full possession in 1998. Please call or stop in for information

Glen R. Smith, Broker
Smith
Land
Service Co.

Farmland Sales » Management = Appraisal

198 ACRES, ML L. Approximately 92% tillable with

m and Sharpsburg solls. $1175

RURAL ACREAGE:

350 ACRES. MAL:

267 ACRES ML

160 CARES, ML

309 ACRES, ML

547 ACRES, ML

260 ACRES, ML

80 ACRES, ML

160 ACRES, M/L.

37 ACRES, ML

27 ACRES, ML

7S ACRES, ML

70 ACRES, ML

77 ACRES, MA.;

175 ACRES, M/L:

Rural Acreage:
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Profiles: Lamb, G0v1g 4-H junior leaders of the month

Name: Ryan Govig

Age: 18

Address: RR Box 124, Lewis
Parents: Rich and Kathy Govig
Sisters: Rachel 23, Melanie 19
Years in 4-H: 10

Age: 18

4-H Club: Cass Coed Clan

Q. What projects have you car-
ried in 4-H?

A. “Sheep, woodworking and
foods,” Govig said

Q. What have you done on the
local club level?

A. “Adopt-A-Highway, cookies
to bloodmobile 1in Griswold,
helped with archery and wood-
working workshops, vice presi-
dent,” Govig said.

Q. What have you done on the
county level?

A. "Mard: Gras,
volleyball tournament,

County Fair,
Anything

Goes Contest, herdsmanship
judge, sheep junior superinten-
dent, Youth Council,” Govig
said.

Q. What highlight of your 4-H
career stands out most 1n your
mind?

Ryan Govig

A. "Winning rate-of-gamn with
my sheep for six years now and
being on the Youth Council,”
Govig said.

Q. Why do you like being a
Junmor Leader?

“I believe I'm a good role
model and 1 enjoy working with
the younger 4-Hers,” Govig said

0. How do you feel about 4-H?

WOODS MOW’N
MACHINES

Model 6140, 6160 & 6180 Zero Turn Radius Mowers

| B E
—-‘—‘_
‘ -

i ;
-

et T
agr—

The Woods Mow'n Machine riding mower is the ultimate
productivity tool for turf maintenance. Its zero turning radius lets you

get around flower beds,

trees, and other obstacles without

reversing. And it has a wide three-spindle mowing deck, low and
out front, so you can easily mow under shrubs and low-hanging
branches. Plus, user-friendly controls and a high-back cushioned
seat make the Mow’'n Machine mower exceptionally comfortable
and easy to use. Add the optional dozer blade, vacuum,
Sweepster™ brush, or snowthrower, and you have an all-weather
machine that can handle everything from landscaping to snow

removal.

Available with gas and diesel-powered engines from 14 to 25
horse power, and mowing decks from 48 to 61 inches wide, the
Mow’n Machine mower is engineered to meet the demands of both
the turf professional and the homeowner’'s who's serious about

lawn care.

Nelson Farm Supply

Hwy. 44 East « Harlan, lowa
712-755-3115 « 1-800-772-6184

A. "It has been a good expen-
ence for me because it has taught
me leadership, responsibility and
record keeping skills,” Govig
said

Q. What are your future plans?

A. I plan to attend Northwest-
ern College 1n Orange City and
major i1n computer science,”
Govig said.

Enka Lamb

Name Enka Lamb

f\EL 17

Address: 106 Cass Ave. Atlantic
Parent Name Steve and Deb Lamb
Sisters: Kaarin

Years in 4-H: 6

4-H Club Brighton Bluebells

Q. What projects have you car-
ned in 4-H?

A. "l have brought projects to
the 4-H building 1in many different
areas including visual arts, pho-
tography, food and nutrition,

clothing, and home improvement,”

Lamb said

(). What have you done on the
local club level?

A. "I have been lucky to be a
part of a very active club. We do a
lot of service projects in Marne.
We have adopted grandmas 1n
Marne and then built a float for
them to ride on in Marmne’'s 120th
birthday parade. We've also held a
heritage dinner for our own grand-
mas. We also do a lot of fun
things. Recently we had a lock-in
and participating in Share-the-Fun
is a highlight each year. I have

served as treasurer, vice president,
and president in my club,”™ Lamb

said.
(). What have you done on the
county level?

Y%

NEWHOLLAND

TRACTORS

Ford 8630, 800 hrs.

Ford 8770 MFD, 300 hrs.
Ford 8970 MFD, 300 hrs.
Ford 8870 MFD, 2200 hrs.
Ford TW15, ROPS

Ford 5000

IHC - 884 MFD w/loader

IHC - 484, 1200 hrs. w/loader

JD 4020 1969, 1 owner
JD 4430, 7900 hrs.

JD 4650 MFD, 4200 hrs.
JD 8300 MFD, 1700 hrs.
JD 8450 4x4, 4000 hrs.
Case 8940 MFD, 400 hrs.
Case 7140 MFD, 5000 hrs.
Heston 100-90 MFD wy/l dr.

USED EQUIPMENT

Kinze 840 Grain Cant
Kinze 800 Grain Cart
Kinze 640 Grain Cart
Kinze 600 Grain Cart

NH 256 Rake
JD 148 loader
Westendort WL40

PLANTERS

Case 900 8-38, A-1
Case 5400 15' 900 acres
Kinze 16-30, Twin Line
Kinze 2000 4-30-7

Kinze 2200, 12-30

Kinze 2300 12-30

Kinze 2600, 12-30-23
Kinze 2600, 16-30-31
Kinze 2600, 8-38-19
Kinze RF 16-30

IHC 800, 12-30

IHC 800, 8-38 V fold pull type
Krause 15" no till

JD 7000,
JD 7000,
JD 7000,
JD 7000,
JD 7000,
JD 7200,
JD 7200,
JD 7300,
JD 7200, 12-30 flex
JD 7200, 16-30
GP 30’ drill

GP 15" no till drill

4-38
6-30
8-30 wing fold
8-38 wing fold
12-30 flex-fold
8-30, wing fold
8-38
8-38

Sorensen Eguipment
Harlan, IA ¢ (712) 755-2455

After Hours: Call Roger (712) 755-3582

A. “I have participated in Share-
the-Fun every year and our act rep-
resented Cass County at the state
fair two years ago. Last year [ rep-
resented Cass County with a work-
ing exhibit at state fair, County
fair 1s one of my favorite times so
I get involved by helping set-up
and tear-down, and by being a ju-
nior superintendent and judges
helper. This year as a member Ol
Youth Council I am looking for-
ward to being very involved in the
activities at the fair,” Lamb said.

(. What highlight of your 4-H
career stands out most in your
mind’

A. “The highlight of my 4-H ca-
reer has been taking my visual arts
project to the state fair last year,

While I was there I was able to at
tend a workshop that cntiqued my
project and I was able to experi-
ment in other areas of visual arts,
Lamb said.

Q. Why do your like being a Ju-
nior Leader?

A. I like helping the youngei
kids participate in the 4-H activi-
ties I enjoy. I know that when |

was younger, I really looked up to
the older Kids. I tried very hard to

be like them, so now that I'm older
| try to be a good role model. |
hope that by seeing how active |
am in 4-H will encourage them to
stay involved,” Lamb said.

Q. How do you feel about 4-H?

A. “I feel 4-H 1s a very valuable
program. There are so many Oppor-
tunities at every level. I have
learned a lot about responsibility
by holding offices and observing
deadlines. I've also improved as a
leader and gotten to know a lot of
nice people while having fun,”
Lamb said.

Q. What are your future plans?

A. “I hope to attend a 4 year
college after I complete my senior
year of high school next year. |
would like to major in Piano or
Clarinet Performance and pursue a
career as a professional musician,”
Lamb concluded.

Subscribe
to the
Atlantic
News-
Telegraph
243-2624
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Henn named
NMember of
the NMonth

Mike Henn, the son of John and
L1z Henn of Atlantic, was recently
named Member of the Month of
March by the Atlantic FFA chap-
ter.
According to FFA Reporter Jodi
Kunze, Henn joined the organiza-
tion four years ago. He since has
been highly successful in horse and
rabbit projects and has served as
chapter president and vice presi-
dent.

Henn 1s also an active member
of the Jowa High School Rodeo
Association, having won numerous
rodeo awards. He is also a member
of SS Peter & Paul Catholic
Church and has been an honor roll
student throughout his four years
of high school.

Additionally, Henn i1s a member
of Who's Who Among American
High School Students and has ac-
tively participated in county and
state 4-H competitions.

“It has been a great experience to
be a member of this chapter. It has

grown n members as well as credi-
bility,” Henn said.

Mike Henn

Value-added a

Ray Underwood, chairman of

Cass - Atlantic Development
Corp.’'s Rural Development Ac-
tion Committee, shown at right
during the Southwest lowa Fo-
Cus on Agriculture, Thursday,
Feb. 26, (right) showed how not
10 make money on. RDAC is
backing “value-added” agricul-
ture Value-added agriculture in
Cass County.

Precision Beef, Milk Unlimited.
Southwest lowa Egg Coopera-
tive, and Southwest lowa Spe-
cialty Crops are exploding in
very positive ways.

Alternative markets for dairy
quality alfalfa and grain. Edible
soybean and high oil corn. Eqgg
sand poultry by-products, Bio-
technology. They're all here.

Environmental education activities in Cass County

What is environmental educa-
tion and just what does it have to
do with the soil commissioners
annual report? First of all, envi-
ronmental education is simply the
teaching of the natural world
around us. The Cass County Soil
Conservation District is the first
entity in Cass County to introduce
this concept to the citizens of Cass
County.

The Cass County Soil Commis-
sioners created the Cass County
Environmental Education Commit-
tee more than 20 years ago. It was
their intent to bring soil conserva-
tion and other environmental prob-
lems into the public eye by bring-
ing together a diverse group of
people. Members included teachers,

interested citizens, Stabilization
Conservation Service office per-

By Melanie Perry, conservationist, Cass County Conservation Board

sonnel and soil commissioners.
The members have changed over
time, but the intent of the group
remains the same.

The Cass County Environmental
Education Committee sponsors the
S5th grade Conservation Poster
Contest and the 6th grade Conser-
vation Projects. Hundreds of stu-
dents have participated in these
contests throughout the years and
in doing so have learned about the
world around them. Winners from
these contests are then invited to
attend a banquet sponsored by the
Education Committee and the Soil
Conservation District. The Educa-
tion Committee also sponsors a
tree for the Festival of Trees and
co-sponsors the popular Halloween
Hike.

The Cass County Soil Conserva-

Ste"en continued from p. 3

sion, I found that no-till worked
good for me, Grassed waterways
and headlands are also a must, In
my opinion.

"When I am asked about no-
till, I am glad to share what |

have learned. I am usually asked,
about using dry or starter fertilizer
on corn. All I do 1s broadcast dry
NPK 1n the fall when the ground
1s a hittle frozen, and fertilize ac-
cording to the soil tests. I don't
use starter with the planter, there-
fore. This works well for me, as |
have said.

"Some feel that they need to go
In every five years or so with a
chisel plow and tear up the soil. |
don't agree with that, unless
something has caused extreme
compaction. No-till will eventu-
ally alleviate compaction. It can
be helped along at first, but after
that, leave it alone and i1t will
take care of itself. And remember
what | said about earthworms."

Periodically, Doug loads his
semi with corn, and heads for

southern Missouri, usually the
Joplin or Neosho areas, He sells
to small elevators and feed mills,
who he says "love to get this
lowa grain."

"l enjoy the scenery
people,” he said, and 1t brings In
a little added income." While
Doug appeared off-hand about
this sideline occupation, he was
obviously proud of his powerful
and gleaming "big rnig", and he
spoke with affection of some of
the acquaintances made through-
out the years.

Doug has three sons: Matthew
22, Steven 13 and Dustin 10
With the sons involved in sports
‘the year around" as Doug ex-
pressed 1t, the main avocation
now 1s attending athletic events.
But Doug also is an avid golfer,
1S on the board of the Nishna
Valley Recreation Area, and
chairman of the Swimming Pool
committee in Griswold

They are also active in many
other community activities.

and the

-----

griculture on the move

tion District didn’t stop there. They
created a field day for 6th grade
students to learn about soil conser-
vation first hand. The field day
began as a bus tour of the county,
but evolved last year into a hands
on tour of a local farm.

The Soil Conservation District
also encourages area farmers to
practice sound soil conservation

techniques. Yes, it is their job to
do this, but it is not necessary for
them to give awards for doing so.
They present two awards each year
to Cass County Farmers. The first
1s the Conservation Farmer of the
Year Award. This award is given
in memory of long time member

Continued on p. 10

Carlsons receive Muller Award

Each year the Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District
Commissioners choose someone from the county, whom they feel
IS practicing good conservation on their farm. Last year's recipient
was Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Carlson of ural Atlantic. District Chairman Jim
Smith, is shown presenting them with the Kenneth Muller Memorial

plaque. (Photo furnished)

ATLANTICIOWA

* On-the-spot tire repairs

Call the farm tire service that responds quickly and
Is truly outstanding in the fieid!

BAIR'S
FIRESTON

Secsd Firestone

* Highly trained employees and fully equipped service trucks
* Farm tire replacement deliveries

* Calcium service when and where you are.

E—\:,.a—-._ o
=

irestone

111 Locust St.
Atlantic, |1A




Soil Conservation
District Personnel

Carolyn Wilson . ... . . . 3 Ry D e State Secretary
Gary Wolfe.............. State Conservation Technician Il

USDA - Natural Resources
Conservation Service

...............

Duane Ortgies . .......... Soil. Conservation Technician
ANYGE LANE. % L S re Bl s e s Office Assistant (WAE)

Connie Richenauer............ District Conservationist - - - . |
kbl ol O District Commissioners and A

Extension Service

Mark Rosno . . . ... County Extension Education Director S _
JIl EUKGO e ae o s« v Field Specialist/Families =
JuieHering.............. Youth Program Coordinator |
Bav GURGaISON S@ i v o < v s s ih s Office Assistant i
RaY WINSION T % e s aviis s o's oials 3 Office Assistant (P/T) g

’ ‘ -
i

Farm Service Agency

b
o
1
I

—

: 1 - ~ James K. Jordan Greg Zellmer

Elaine Martens . ... . County Executive Director  (Hetired) Commissioner for nine years. Elected to the board of com- "
Farmed since 1976; Graduated missioners in 1992; serves on

OFFICE * Rolfe Community High School; the Cass Agriculture and Edu- [

STAFE it o ar Sharon Boken, Jamie Newbury, Jea- Attended the University of lowa  cation Association, Danish Mu- |

nine Christensen, Sharon Crane, and Mona Ballinger and lowa State Universities: tual board, Cass County Exten- |
Member of the Cass County and sion Council, Cass County and '
lowa pork producers; Has three lowa beef producers. Greg has

FSA COUNTY va pork producers; Has t f p eg ha
children. His wife, Gini i1s an three children: Jeremy, Carri,

COMMITTEE .. . ... Lawrence Wohlenhaus, Donna Atlantic elementary school Tara and wife, Donna.

Lowers and Bill Behnken tanchar

AG Credit

O Bl Al o e Wt Bl I b S AG Credit Manager
PDoN Obrethl: s e o s e AG Credit Officer
Maaonna NISSON i . & bt il v wil e AG Credit Assistant

Julie Schmidt Rose Holste
Assistant commissioner since Assistant commissioner since
1995; Chairperson, Cass 1994: farms south of Massena
County Board of Supervisors: on Century Farm. She and her
secretary for “lowa Watershed " husband, Louis, have four chil-
the state watershed coalition. dren,

She and her husband, Chris.
live in Atlantic and have four

" Members of the NRCS of
Ortgies, Charles Peacock.-y
Wilson, Gary Wol; 3




il Conservatlon District

\giistant Commissioners include:

_ Jlm Smlth

Commissioner since 1994. Has
farmed south of Griswold since
1969; has three children: Brian,
' Diane and Carol. He and his
wife, Joy, have been married for
36 years.

— — ——

Fred Kay

Elected to the board of com

missioners in 1992. Serves on
the Rural Development Action
Committee, lowa Poultry Asso-
ciation, Cass County Pork and
Beef producers, and Cass
County and lowa corn growers
associations. He and his wife,
Jane, have two children, Scott

and Amy, and three grandchil-
dren.
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Mlke Hall

Commissioner since 1994; be-

gan farming north of Massena
since 1975. He and his wife,
Jeanette, have three children:
Jeremy, Leah and Cale.
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Russell Joyce

Has served one year as assis-
tant commissioner. Currently
serves as vice chairman of the
Cass County Board of Supervi-
sors. Also serves on board of di-
rectors for CADCO, RDAC,
Hungry Canyon, and on the
county environmental board. He
farms northeast of Atlantic

102 include Alyce Lane, Duane
{Connie Reichenauer, Carolyn

B e SE—

o@and Sindra Jensen.

Conservation
Accomplishments

New Cooperators 11 No.
Farmstead Windbreaks 3 No
Organic Nutrient Management System 1 No
Ponds 4 No
Critical Area Planting 45 Ac
Wildlite Upland Habitat Management 40 Ac.
Terraces 163,950 Ft
Underground Outlet 96,800 Ft
Contour Stripcropping 1,024 Ac
Contouring 2,043 Ac
Field Border 17,378 Ft
I-M Budget
96-97 Allocation $2,840.00
Commissioner milieage and expenses 1,489.56
Office Supplies and Expenses 824.67
State and national dues 500.00
Returned to Division of Soil Conservation 22.77
Total $2,840.00
I1I-M Budget
96-97 Allocation $109,095.98
Cost-share warrants paid 87,465.98
Obligated funds 49,814.50

Total
97-98 Allocation

Cost-share warrants paid
Obligated funds

Total

1997 REAP Forestry/Native Grass
Allocation

Windbreak cost-share Paid

Returned to Division of Soil Conservation
Total

1997 REAP Practices

Allocation
Returned to Division of Soil Conservation

$109,095. 98

$83,694,.00
33,879.50
49,814.50

$83,694.00

$2,162.00
1,368.78
793.22

$2,162.00

$ 9,345.00
9,345.00
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James K. Jordan

Commissioner for nine years.

Farmed since 1976; Graduated
Rolfe Community High School,
Attended the University of lowa
and lowa State Universities;
Member of the Cass County and
lowa pork producers; Has three
children. His wife, Gini is an
Atlantic elementary school
teacher.

"“-\._'_/"' 5 - J _..d-"‘""._:{

Julie Schmidt

Assistant commissioner since

1995; Chairperson, Cass
County Board of Supervisors:
secretary for “lowa Watershed,”
the state watershed coalition.
She and her husband, Chris.
live in Atlantic and have four
children.

Greg Zellmer

Elected to the board of com-
missioners in 1992; serves on
the Cass Agriculture and Edu-
cation Association, Danish Mu-
tual board, Cass County Exten-
sion Council, Cass County and
lowa beef producers. Greg has
three children: Jeremy, Carri,
Tara and wife, Donna.

Rose Holste

Assistant commissioner since
1994; farms south of Massena
on Century Farm. She and her

husband, Louis, have four chil-
dren.

Jim Smith
Commissioner since 1994. Has
farmed south of Griswold since
1969; has three children: Brian.
Diane and Carol. He and his
wife, Joy, have been married for
36 years.

b

Fred Kay

Elected to the board of com
missioners in 1992. Serves on
the Rural Development Action
Committee, lowa Poultry Asso-
ciation, Cass County Pork and
Beef producers, and Cass
County and lowa corn growers
associations. He and his wife,
Jane, have two children, Scott
and Amy, and three grandchil-
dren.

11998 Annual Report

of the Cass County Soil Conservation District

District Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners include:

Mike Hall

Commissioner since 1994; be-
gan farming north of Massena
since 1975. He and his wife,
Jeanette, have three children:
Jeremy, Leah and Cale.

Russell Joyce

Has served one year as assis-
tant commissioner. Currently
serves as vice chairman of the
Cass County Board of*Supervi-
sors. Also serves on board of di-
rectors for CADCO, RDAC,
Hungry Canyon, and on the

county environmental board. He
farms northeast of Atlantic

AL

Members of the NRCS office include Alyce Lane, Duane

Ortgies, Charles Peacock, Connie Reichenauer, Carolyn

Wilson, Gary Wolfe, and Sindra Jensen.
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Se1del Joms Cass County NRCS office as district conservationist
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Ed Seidel
NRCS District Conservationist

New NRCS

"Hello, Cass County!" I'm Sin-
dra Jensen and I am the new soil
conservationist at the Atlantic
Natural Resources Conservation
Service office.

Sindra Jensen
NRCS Soil Conservationist

Martin Edward “Ed” Seidel will
Assume duties as dstrict conserva-
tionist on March 30 at the Cass
County Natural Resources Conser-
vation field office in Atlantic,

Until this promotion, Seidel was
a soil conservationist at the
Shelby County NRCS office in
Harlan.

A native of Troy, Mo, Seidel re-
ceived his degree In agronomy
from the University of Missouri,
Colum-bia.

In 1975, he served as a student
trainee in Dubuque County, lowa
with what was then the Soil and
Water Conservation Service. In
1976, he continued his internship
in Jackson County.

In 1977, Seidel began work as
soil conservationist 1n Fairfield
(Jefferson Count), lowa. He later
served 1n the same capacity 1n

| started here in Atlantic the last
week of November. Before com-
ing to Atlantic, I was the soil
conservationist in Waterloo, lowa
for a year and a half. I also

worked for two and a half years
in the Greenfield NRCS ofhice as

a temporary employee before ac-
cepting the permanent job in Wa-
terloo.

| was raised on a family farm n
Bridgewater, lowa. We raised
hogs, cattle, corn, and beans. We
also had a few Jersey cows that
my sisters and I showed 1n 4-H.

[ graduated from lowa State
University with a Fisheries and
Wildlife Biology degree specializ-
ing 1in Soil and Water Conserva-
tion in December 1993

While 1n college my goal was
to stay in lowa and work with
farmers and landowners to en-
hance their property for wildlife.
NRCS 1s the prominent agency
assisting farmers to do just that.
Outside work.

gy
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We ate

A

pleased te anncunce the

mexger of
Massena Farm Coop,

Cumberland Farm Coop
and Atlantic Farm Coop.

Same eerwce and products
Under one new name

21st Gentury Gooperative

. F

Washington and Osceola counties,
being transferred o Harrison
County in 1982, He most recently
served in Shelby County.

"I have enjoyed the time in
Shelby County working with the
office staff, farmers and land own-
ers. 1 have also enjoyed Long
Branch Watershed activities and
other projects in which 1 have been
involved,” Seidel said.

“I have been especially pleased
to assist with the sixth grade Con-
servation Days. I feel it is impor-
tant to educate our youth about the
need to conserve and preserve natu-
ral resources,” Seidel said..

Meanwhile, Seidel said he is
looking forward to “new horizons
and perhaps new challenges” in
Cass County.

Seidel and his wife, Sharon, an
adult basic education specialist,

conservationist arrives in Atlantic

I volunteer with the Adair
County 4-H program as the super-
intendent for the cats and pet pro-
jects. I also keep busy gardening,
renovating my home in Bridge-

water and spending time with my
family and friends especially my
nieces and nephew.

plan to move soon from their Lo-
gan home to Atlantic. The couple
has two daughters, Mary and
Cynthia.,

Mary is college junior majoring
in elementary education at South-
west Baptist University in Bolivar,
Mo. Cynthia is a freshman at
David Lipscomb University in

Nashville, Tenn. studying to be-
come a dietitian.

Seidel himself i1s an accom-
plished pianist, bee keeper , and
cross-county bicyclist. Sharon is a
music over and enjoys sewing and
crafts. She also takes a sincere 1n-
terest in the person with whom she
works a educator.

Beauty

By Sindra Jensen, NRCS suil conservationist

Prairie grasses stimulate the
senses through color, height, and
texture. In addition, they stimulate
deeper inner senses through their
natural purpose of providing habi-
tat and nourishment to area
wildlife and butterflies.

By landscaping with resourceful
prairie plants, a homeowner also
feels a sense of satisfaction for
maintaining a responsible balance
with nature.

Landscaping for the senses with
prairie grasses takes little training,
as each variety carries its own dis-
tinctive characteristics.

Seed companies offer varieties of

prairie grasses that provide the

height needed to create a bordering
backdrop, the mid-height of transi-
tional area, and the low growth of
the foreground. In turn, each vari-
ety has unique color and texture
characteristics.

For example, let's determine how
to create a backdrop or founda-
tional border around a yard's
penmeter.

Based solely on height, prairie
grass option would most likely in-
clude plants such as Indiangrass,
Big Bluestem, Canada wildrye,
Switchgrass, Virginia Wildrye and
Eastern Gamagrass.

In determining which of these

grasses to include, however, the

continued from p. 3
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Current members of the Cass County Natural Resource Conservation are (left to right seated):
Alyce Lane; office assistant (WAE) and Carolyn Wilson, state secretary; (standing) Gary Wolfa,
state conservation technician; Sindra Jensen, state soil conservationist, and Duane Ortgies, federal

soil conservation technician. (Doug Rossell photo)

Conservation is everyhody’s business!
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Farm Service Agency staff

=

The FSA staff stand ready to serve farmers. Featured above are (front row, left to right}: Donna
Lowers, county FS committee member; office assistants Sharon Crane and Jamie Newbury, and
Madonna Nisson, AG Credit assistant; (back row) Don Obrecht, AG Credit officer; Bill Bartenhagen,
county FSA executive director; Ken Blair, AG Credit manager, Bill Behnken, county FS committee
member, and office assistants Janine Christensen and Diane Carspecken. (Doug Rossell photo)

By Susan Thompson, communications specialist, lowa State University

Recent debate about Iowa's hog
industry has sharpened the public's
focus on water quality. Current
[owa State University water re-
search dates back to the early
1970s, when water in three tile
lines on a research farm was moni-
tored for nitrates. But the work has
expanded significantly since then.

Ramesh Kanwar has played a
leading role in this research since
he arrived at ISU 21 years ago to
work on his doctorate. His thesis

Natural Beauty

artistic landscaper will want to
balance the plan selection with the
overall purpose of that area. What
other plantings will be near the
area? Do you want a harsh edge or
subtle? What colors will be next to
each other during the growing sea-
son? During the dormant season?

Indian grass stands as high as
seven feet tall and has a com-
manding brush-like head.

In addition to its dominant pres-
ence amid a landscaped area, the

grass 1s also an especially nutri-
tious food source for livestock, and
its dense growth pattern makes it a
valuable habitat for wildlife. It
adds a welcome, reddish-yellow
color during otherwise drab winter
months. These powerfully headed
grasses literally stir the soul when
the wind orchestrates them into
powerful "waves of grain”,

of a computer simulation model to
predict groundwater nitrate levels.

He's now a professor in the agri-
cultural and biosystems engineer-
ing department, and an assistant
director for the Iowa Agrniculture
and Home Economics Experiment
Station.

Much of his research has been
done at the Northeast Research and
Demonstration Farm near Nashua.

A 10-year project studying the
effects of tillage practices on weed

Continued on p. 3

Switchgrass on the other hand,
has a delicate, large, open head
that makes a landscape appear to
have been softened, as with a
sponge. It virtually makes an area
appear fluffy and cloud-like, which
stimulates the senses far differently
than the course heads of eastern
gamagrass or wildrye.

Besides adding beauty and tex-
ture to your landscape, prairie
grasses also have a deep root struc-
ture that improves soil conditions
and water infiltration. They are
low maintenance in comparison to
conventional turf grasses.

Prairie grasses can be as tall as
seven to eight feet (Big Bluestem)
or as low growing as 4-6 inches
(Buffalograss).

Buffalograss is a turf-type grass
that grows well 1n full sun, good
drainage, and in all soils except
sand. Of course, there are also

and insect populations and yields

was ending in 1988, and Kanwar
recognized the farm as a good

place to study water quality.

The Leopold Center for Sustain-
able Agriculture funded the instal-
lation of equipment to collect and
test groundwater samples for ni-
trate and herbicide concentrations.

Researchers from the National
Soil Tilth Laboratory joined the
project in 1990. In 1993, a new

Continued on p. 10

many native wildflowers that you
can incorporate into your prairie
grass seeding or natural area.

Prairie grasses are a study in art
-- art of the most natural kind.
They generate a subtle stirring of
the senses. They cause viewers to
notice something.

Once the eyes have been stopped
by the prairie grasses' humble,
unassuming elegance then does the
creation truly unfold before the
senses of the spectator.

If you would like more informa-
tion on planting prairie grasses or
maybe you just want to know
what the different species of native
grasses look like, stop by our of-
fice here in Atlantic and let us as-
S1St you.

(Information taken from a press
release from Stock Seed Farms,

Murdock, Nebraska.)

Bartenhagen joins local Farm
Service Agency as (Cass,
Adams county executive

The Cass County Farm Service
Agency 1s happy to announce that
starting 1in February, Bill Barten-
hagen has been hired as county ex-
ecutive director.

Onginally from Southeast Jowa
(Loutsa Co.), Bartenhagen has
been the CED in Adams County
(Corning) for the past 11 years.

Bartenhagen will serve as the
CED in both the Adams and Cass
County Offices. Following the re-
tirement of Elaine Martens from
the Cass County FSA, Barten-
hagen was hired as CED and a
shared management arrangement
between Adams and Cass was im-
plemented as a cost cutting mea-
SUre.

Over the past few years the
USDA, as well as other Govern-
ment Agencies, have had to oper-
ate under tighter budget con-
straints. Shared Management 1s an
option which has been used in sev-
eral states to control budget expen-
ditures. The lowa FSA. to date.

I
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has designated three shared man-
agement areas they include:
Henry/Lee, Mills/West Pottawat-
tamie, and Adams/Cass counties.

There will be no changes locally,
the office in Atlantic will be main-
tained with the current staffing and
Bartenhagen will divide his time
between the two offices.
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~spoiled tish,# 2
N~ a broken £

~dish,

It your freezer fails, will your insurance pay
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and more.

up to $1,000 to cover the food that spoils? If wind
damages your satellite dish, will your policy pay for the
loss under your dwelling coverage? These are just two
examples of the comprehensive coverage you get for
your farm or ranch operation from Farm Bureau

Insurance. For a free, no-obligation comparison, call

&7

Roger Black - Home - 243-4832
Dale Retallic - Home - 243-2858

Office - 243-2263 or 1-800-427-2262
1501 E. 7th Street, Atlantic. |A

Farim pureau insurance

Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company
Part of Farm Bureau Financial Services
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Water gquality research underway at ISU

continued from p. 9

project began to study the impact
of nine nitrogen management sys-
tems on water quality.

Three chisel-plowed treatments
are in a corn-soybean rotation and
receive three different levels of ni-
trogen application, with one being
swine manure.

Two additional chiseled treat-
ments are in continuous corn, with
one receiving 120 pounds of nitro-
gen per acre. The other receives
Swine manure.

Another two treatments involve
no-till with a corn-soybean rota-
tion, with two types of nitrogen

applications. Strip-cropping corn,
soybeans and oats 1s another
treatment.

The final treatment 1S a Six-year
rotation involving three years of
forage, followed by one year each
of corn, beans and oats. Not sur-
prisingly, water collected from
plots in the last two treatments
shows the lowest nitrogen concen-
trations.

At the ISU Agronomy and Agri-
cultural Research Center west of
Ames, a project began three years
ago to look more carefully at ma-
nure management., Twenty-seven

Ag educatiorl continued fromp. 5

member of the Environmental
Education Committee, Kenneth
Muller. The second award 1s the
No-till Award, which is given in
memory of Bill Fudge.

The Soil Conservation District
goes one step farther to encourage
education in Cass County. For
the last two years they have given
a $300.00 scholarship to a de-

serving student who chooses to
further their education in college.

Environmental education is
alive and well in Cass County
due in a large part to the Cass
County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict. Next time you see a com-
missioner or an employee give
them a big pat on the back and a
big thank you!

Case IH Disc Mower Conditioner

Non-stop cutting for higher productivity
Clean cut at higher ground speeds

Faster cutting in dense or tangled
crops and over obstacles

Overhead frame design allows
unrestricted crop flow

Automatic roll separating system

Fits the way you farm

~ 9'side-pull or 12" and 15" center-pivot
cutting widths available

~ Choice of intermeshing conditioner
rolls to malch your needs

~ Quick-convert from field to transport mode

plots are set up to compare manure
to mitrogen fertilizer application,
with the manure applied using dif-
ferent combinations of rate, timing
and application method. Re-
searchers monitor the impact of the
manure application on each plot.
"We believe there is the potential
to manage swine manure effec-
tively if producers can test the
quality of the manure on-site and
then apply the correct amount of
manure based on that test,” Kan-
war says. It's too early to draw
many conclusions from this project
but he is confident researchers are

on the nght track. "We have the
potential to design best manage-
ment practices for manure applica-
tions that will result in better crop
yields and better water quality," he
says.

Looking back over his years of
research, Kanwar is pleased with
the progress. "We're moving in the
right direction. Nitrogen and pesti-
cide application rates are lower,"
he says. "And we're finding farm-
ers should be able to protect water
quality and still get the production
levels they want."

National Agriculture Day

March 20, 1998

Image 5a. Before con-
servation: Image 5a. Farm

operations cropping adjacent
to stream edge resulted in nu-

trients, pesticides, and sedi-
ment from the field and stream
bank erosion directly entering
the stream. Lack of riparian
zone significantly affects habi-
tat diversity.

Image 5c. Environmental
and economic benefits:
Water quality is improved by fil-
tering and uptake of nutrients,
sediment, and pesticides by
the riparian zone. Erosion is
reduced by stream bank stabi-
lization. Habitat diversity im-
provements include wildlife,

Riparian areas,
intensive agriculture

For more information about Riparian buffer strips contact the NRCS at (712) 243- 3180. (Photos furnished)

Along with dependable mower conditioners,
you can count on us for genuine Case IH
parts, professional and reliable service
support and flexible financing.

eliminates plugging
Designed, tested and manufactured by
Case IH at its Hesston, Kansas facility

The disc design provides for fast cutting in the most adverse conditions—dense
undergrowth, tangled prairie grass, rocks, animal obstacles (gopher mounds,

ant hills, elc.) CASE CREDIT m suppORT
B ———

Bringing people and product wogether” CORMMITTED TO EVERY PART -

See your Case IH dealer today!

Atlantic Implement

East Hwy. 6 ¢ Atlantic
243-1778

© 1997 CASE CORPORATION
Visit Case’s Web Site at http//www.casecorp.com
Case IH and Case Credit are tegistered trademarks ol Case Corporation

CASE il
Pomas ==

nesting opportunities, fishing,
bird-watching, hunting, and
other recreational opportuni-
ties. Esthetic and stewardship
values are realized by the land
owner and the community.

Source: NRCS photo, Mid-
west; iImage processing.
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Five guidelines for creating efficient grazing

By Brian Peterson, NCRS grassland conservationist

systems

Many of you have thought, "I
sure would like to improve my
grazing system but I don't know
where to start”.

The design and layout of a graz-
ing system isn't "rocket science”
and each system needs to be
adapted to type of land, type of
livestock and the needs of the pro-
ducer. But there are five guidelines
that should be considered when de-
signing a grazing system.

Perhaps the most important item
to consider 1s water.

Water of course must be avail-
able to livestock throughout the
system. It is best to bring the water
to the pasture instead of taking the
livestock to the water. Try to keep
the water no more than 600 to 800
feet from the livestock. This will
result in better forage utilization
and better manure distribution
within the pasture.

Many times the water lines can
be laid on the surface. Water lines
will need to be buried in pastures
used for winter grazing. Rural Wa-
ter 1s a potential water source In
some parts of pastures or for a
winter water source,

When looking for water sources
and distribution systems use your
imagination and don't limit your-
self to one system.

Square pastures require less fence
and normally are better utilized
than rectangular or irregularly
shaped pastures. It isn't normally
feasible, or practical to make
square pastures in southern lowa
hills. But, try to make them more
square than any other shape.

Use the landscape to determine
pasture boundaries. Look at a soil
survey map of your pasture. Many
times, in southern Iowa, soils can
be grouped together by rnidge, side
slope and small creek bottoms.
This can help you select forage
suitable for the soil types.

For example, alfalfa grows well
on well drained uplands but can
not survive on soils that may be
wet during the year. By dividing
pastures based upon landscape and
soils you can target the forages to
the site where they would be the
most productive.

When dividing the pasture into
paddocks each pasture should offer
the same total production.

This might mean a paddock on
the sidehill would need to be 50
percent larger than a paddock lo-
cated on the ridge to give the same
production. If you have divide the
pasture by landscape this can be
done more easily. The final con-
sideration is the use of lanes.

If the 14-hp engine doesn’t
move you, perhapsthe price will.

—  APR with a $§ 0.50 per month minimum

*1399*

or $35 a month
I 4-hp overhead-valve
engine, 38inch culling
width, standard headlights

1438GS Sabre™ by John Deere

| The ‘incredibly affordable Sabre™ by John Deere is
90 certainly a moving experience. Sensibly priced.

Rﬁ:‘g Designed by John Deere. So move yourself to your
CASH"* | local John Deere dealer and take advantage of the
March I=1uily ¢} 9()-day financing option right now.
TS e T e e e T R S ~ DSG709
a
McCunn Equip. Co.
Massena, lowa ¢ 800-543-7520

*Offer ends July 6, 1998. Manulacturer s suggested retall price Prices may vary by dealer, Taxes, [reight, setup,
‘ and dellvery not Inchuded. **Olfer ends July & 1998 Subject to approved credit on Jolin Deere Credit
/e ~ Revolving Plan. For noncommercial use. 10°% down payment required. If the balance Is not pald In full by the
;".}ﬂ'. \ end ol Same As Cash promotlonal period, interest will be asfessed from the original purchase date at _*=

If there is only one water point,
lanes will be necessary for the live-
stock to have access to water. In
this case try to keep lanes on the
contour as much as possible to re-
duce chances of gully erosion from
cow paths.

If water is brought to each pad-
dock the need for lanes is minimal.
[t is important to try to limit the
lanes for movement of livestock
only. Continual use by farm
equipment can speed up gully ero-
sion problems.

Perhaps the most important con-
sideration as you begin to layout a
grazing system is "be flexible". As
mentioned earlier this 1sn't "rocket
science" and changes may need to
be made in the future.

Try to keep in mind, as you are
designing the system, how changes
and improvements can be made

~without having to change the entire

system.

Put ideas on aenal photos and
put flags in the pasture to see how
it will look. Have other people

lowa farmiand values

continue to

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) —
Farmland prices in Iowa are inch-
ing closer to levels seen before the
farm crisis of the 1980s, -according
to a survey of farm real estate
agents.

Roger Poppen, chairman of the
Realtors Land Institute’s Iowa
farmland price survey, said

Tuesday, March 10, that prices n
the state have more than doubled

from their low in 1987.

‘““Everywhere, people are saying
there is a lack of listings of prime
land. There are buyers available,”
Poppen said.

Poppen’s group released its lat-
est survey Tuesday, showing the
land prices have increased more
than 4 percent in the past six
months and more than 9 percent
statewide from a year ago,

The gain brings lowa prices
within S percent of pre-farm crisis

levels, according to the land
salesmen.
Oskaloosa Realtor Lyle

Siefering said he sees two other
driving forces behind the continued
climb in farmland prices: more
people looking for acreages to gel
away from the city and more look-
ing for land to buy as an invest-
ment.

Siefering said he sees so many
buyers like that, he has developed
new categories to describe their
purchases: residential farms and
recreational farms.
~ ""People have more discretionary
income,’” he said.

Siefering, president of the farm
real estate group, said he does not

believe farmers are getting back
into the problems many faced in

the 1980s when they overextended
their credit.
"I don’t see any trepidation

about the financial crisis like we
had in the 1980s because it's hard

to buy anything too high when you
pay cash,’’ he said.

The survey, conducted every six
months, showed farmland prices in
lowa rose 4.5 percent from
September through February to an
average of $2,414 an acre [or
prime cropland.

Increases over the period ranged
from 1.3 percent in south-central
lowa to 7.7 percent in east-central
[owa.

Pastureland in Iowa 1s selling
for an average of $613 an acre,
while timberland 1s going for
about $452 an acre, according to
the survey.
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Farming is full of gambles. Don’t make your farm
iInsurance coverage one of them.
Call our office today for a competitive quote on
your farm insurance needs.

Cass Mutual Ins. Assn.
600 Walnut
Atlantic,lowa

FAR UTUAL

InSurance s (0r Towmand Farm

A POLICY OF WORKING TOGETHER.

look at your ideas and see what
they might offer.

There is not any right answer, A
system that meets your needs and
fits within your management level
Is what 1s right for you. If you
have kept the five guidelines in
mind and you are comfortable with
the design you will make it work!

How Will You
Feed a Hungry
World?

One thing is for sure, you
can’t do it without the
American farmer. With
world population at 5.5
billion today and expected to
reach 7.9 billion by the year
2020, American agriculture 1s
stepping up to the plate to
provide even more food and
fiber. Each farmer 1s the
picture of efficiency,
producing enough food to
feed 129 people every day.

Farmers are using a
combination of high
technology and innovative
cultural practices to increase
quantity and quality of

- output, while working to
protect our natural resources
for future generations.

To order a commemorative
Ag Day poster,
call 1-888-98AGDAY.

American Agriculture...
Growing Tomorrows.

National Agriculture Day
March 20, 1998

Subscribe to the
Atlantic

News-Telegraph
243-2624
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FARM MONTHLY
~ AG SERVICE DIRECTORY

Contact these professionals for your Ag Service requirements.
Tell them you saw their ad in the Atlantic Farm Monthly.

FAGA |mplem9“t Complete Parts Department

800-443-FAGA & and Auto Body
(515) 742-3282 =3 B Shop With The Latest In

e area /M 32 yeard! Equipment and Technology
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' To Cars & Trucks
| Offering 24-Hour 5 o e
dvert
automated fueling. . st Wyman Inc.

I n th IS Griswold, lowa « 712-778-2126 « Southwest lowa Truck Headquarters
Plus bulk fuel and propane delivery, X

propane summer fill & contracting. seCtlon!
call

PﬂttEfSﬂ“ 0il Co. oo e Connie

or Jackle -
& “Your New Holland Dealer” & ot Join Us At Our

712{243%2624. Soil Fertility Seminar
e swnelz  Feb. 18,1998

booth at th
SW lﬂ}gcui 0-5 at

oh Agriculture

Feb. 26th
e . Heartland I.ab
See Duane McFadden, Rick Tasto or Lonn Schlueter

\", in our Sales Department. A & L Heartland Laboratones
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