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Atlantic Farm Monthly 
Poet•s Corner 
• 

A·contributed collection of poetry 

Can It Be Done? 

We carne out of wann waters, 
bngbt, wb.lte and bold, walked on 
four legs, chang10g our mold 

From burrung heavens and an­
unal kmds, we made our way 
north to better ci.Jmes. 

From caves, crouched 10 fear, 
through gloom of the ages, sur­
VIved the dmosaur, wrote b.lstory 
on pages 

Sa1led sh1ps on the seas, 
founded new lands, bombed the 
shores safe from fore1gn bands 

Awed by the B1~le, a gUide for 
mankmd, heeded 1ts teachmgs, 
humbled our m10ds. 

Now 1s a new age lookmg for­
ward to peace, free of racism and 
hatred, God's human race Can It 
be done? 

We pray 

.)0t1tt DE.E.f\E. 

By Gold1e Hagedorn 
615 Northwestern Ave. 
Audubon 

Hallowed Be HlS Name 

Oh' The wonders of God, Cre­
ator, grand 1 

The heavens declare H1s Glory 
The firmament shows H1s 

Hand, 
Holy and Reverend ts H1s 

Name, 
Pastor John Doe, 
A man so below, 
Yet he would share God's 

Name 
And himself to acclalffi, 
Luc1fer, The Foe, 
Was on the go, 
And be destred the same, 
Be hke the Most Htgb! 
Was hls cry, 

985 FIELD CULTIVATOR 

~ Five-sect10n des1gn 
tallor-ma.de to eat b1g 
acreages fast 

~ C-shanks Wlth 24-mch 
underframe clearance 
work through lugh 
res1due 

,. 6- or 9-lnch spactng 

,. 3-bar harrow firushes 
the seedbed, f11ps up 
when not in use 

,. Transports at a narrow 
19-feet 7-mches 

.. Workmg Wldths from 
47-feet 3-inohes to 
62-feet 6-1nches 

Puck Implement Co. 
Audubon • 712-563-4266 

Manning 712-653-2574 

And that was hlS bend~ 
Many now call bun, 
Reverend' 

• The focus of Ag Week 

By C Ray 
By Aaron Putze, Iowa Farm Bureau Federation 

RR 2, Box 31A 
Antta 

CALL 9-1-1 

Down the ladder I want to go 
But I find no steps are there. 

What will happen? What must 
I do? I fall down, I know not 
where 

I he there, then I bear, "Call 9-
1-1, they'll come I Know " 

I feel strong men hft me, My 
arms are line, my leg, no go' 

A sktlled doctor and a kind 
nurse flx my leg and gtve ther­
apy 

Some months m the nursmg 
home, You know what JS to be 
Will be 

My confused mmd, unsteady 
hands And those steps I cannot 
see-

In the future I prom1se you, No 
more ladder climbmg for me 

0 dear Lord. when my day JS 
done, 

Hear me I pray, call 9- 1-1 

This poem was wntten by Ins 
Heckman Ba1ley, Route 2, Box 
154A, Amta, Iowa She 1s 83 
years old and legally bl10d. 

Amenca's farmers are in the 
busrness of growmg the necessi­
ties of hfe - food and fiber With 
a world populatiOn total10g 5.5 
b1ll.Jon today and expected to m­
crease to nearly 8 btlhon by 
2020, tt's only appropnate that 
"GroWing Tomorrows" ts the 
theme of NatiOnal Ag Week. 

Thts year's celebration, to be 
observed March 15-21 pays tnb­
ute to the ways farmers are usmg 
mnovat1ve productiOn practices to 
help feed this growmg world pop­
ulatlOn while protect10g the env I­
ronment. 

The challenge 1s monwnental. 
Srnce the world tsn't gett10g 
larger, farmers must do more w1th 
what they have Each acre of land 
must produce more bushels of 
gram and each arumal must pro­
duce more lean pounds of meat 

Through research and changes 
in producnon practices, farmers 
are domg JUSt that One example 
1s preciSion farmmg, a technology 
that boosts crop ytelds and re­
duces waste by usmg satellite 
maps and computers to match 
seed, fernltzer and crop protecnon 
apphcattons to local s01l condi­
tiOns 

To protect the enVLronment and 
reduce costs, a weed detector 
eqwpped With an mfrared ltgnc 1s 

used. The apparatus 1dent1fies 
1 specific plants by the different 

rates of hght they reflect and then 
sends a signal to the pump to 
spray a present amount of herbi­
Cide onto the weed. 

In addition, research and ad­
vancements m biotechnology are 
now 10 the marketplace Thts 1s 
help10g farmers produce tastler 
frUJts and vegetables that stay 
fresh longer and are not damaged 
by msects 

Progress 1s not be10g made by 
crop farmers alone Those who 
ra1se hvestock are mtroducmg 
meat that's lower 1n fat and 
cholesterol Thls has resulted m 
retatl cuts that are 15 percent 
leaner, g1v10g consumers better 
value of thetr dollar 

For example, a pork tenderloin 
now has only one more gram of 
fat than a skmless chicken breast 
one of the true fat ''lightweights .. 
Also, much leaner beef cuts are 
be10g produced, resultmg 10 27 
percent less fat reachmg the retail 
case than Just 13 years ago 

Whether you produce food and 
fiber or JUSt conswne tllem you 
can take pnde m Amencan agri­
culture It's an mdustry that's 
"grow10g tomorrows" for Iowans 
and consumers worldwtde 

Wallace Foundation Learning Center, 
mural dedication set for March 1 6 . 

Th Wallace Foundation Learn- tor" offices for value-added agncul-
The Wallace Foundation Learnd m :Oct Outreach Center, part of tural busmesses, and three class­

mg an<l Outreach C~,nter locate g Research Fann was rooms one classroom ts equipped 
at 53020 Hitchcock Avenue, Lewts ~~~tr~g Wallace Foun~tton with 'the Io~a Communications 
w1ll host a dedtcahon ceremony, ti ~ r R:search and Develop- Network (ICN). 
Monday, March 16. or ura n rofit co ra- The mural, tttled "Patterns for 

The ceremony dedlcatmg the cen- ment, a pndlnvate, ndo pt 
1 

orpoppor L1fe" was created by Ingnd Ltlli-
d al ural Wlll feature tton provt g e uca JOna - , d d 

ter an a spec1 m d orting rural de- gren, professor of art an estgn. 
several hlgb-ranlang state offictals tunttles an supp 10 Southwest and deptcts the agncultural land-
YIPs and guests, from 4 - 6 P m • velopment 101uatives scape of Southwest Iowa. Lilllgren 
will recogmze the center and a ce- Io'i: tween 1988 and 1997, the was commisSIOned to create a 
ram1c mural created by an Iowa e 0 t ur work of art for a curved wall10 the 
State Untverslty professor espe- foundatiOn ratsed $400,00R 0 p h learnmg center's lobby last year af-

11 ~ th f: 1 t chase the Armstrong esearc dt d h 
eta y lOr e acl 1 y ISU F and then ratsed another $1 ter she VlStted the stte, stu e p o-

Govemor Terry Branstad, ~· tographs of stnp croppmg tn a 
Prestdent Jischke, Jim Ross Light- mllhon to bwld theRleanun; Fcen- nearby field and bmlt a small-
foot, former congressman and cur- ter The t~str~ngisJs~arpec ru:: scale model ;o present to the Wal-
rent gubematonal candldate, Con- IS opera Y e x lace FoundatiOn board 
gressman Leonard Boswell and Statton "We've recetved \ ery posttlve 
several members of the Iowa Gen- The center has ?ffices for ISU Ex- feedback on the mural " satd the 
eral Assembly will attend the dedl- tensiOn speciahsts, ISU , Expen- Wallace Foundation's jill Euken 
cation ment Statton staff, four mcuba- "I , 1 d tnJang· when t s very arge an s , 

T 14 years of experience. Call 
.J J CONSTRUCTION torafreeestimatetodayl 

New construction of Harlan Builders Post 
Frame Buildings and Repair of any Post 

Frame Building 
CaUl For Spring Discounts 

JJ Construction 
712-243-1716 • Atlantic, Iowa 

Harlan Builders 
800-955-6124 • Harlan, Iowa 

people walk mto the lobby. 1t's the 
first thmg they see " Lllllgren be­
gan the full-scale proJect m Apnl 
1997 

An aenal photograph of the Ann­
strong Farm's stnp cropping was 
the focus for Lllhgren's mural de­
Sign. The mural wall ts 12-feet 
htgh, 15-feet w1de, and has an 8-
foot radms. 

Approximately 400 tiles were 
used to construct the mural, and no 
two tiles have the same size or 
shape. 

• 
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Steffen leading the way in no-till ·rarming 
By Lou Wa1te, NRCS techmcal a1de for public relat1ons 

Doug Steffen of Gnswold con­
stders hunself a farmer, first and 
foremost. But hke many young 
fanners of today, hts operation IS 

htghJy dtvers1fied 
Wlule farmmg 1200 acres, he 

ts also one of the partners of 
Tnple S Engmeenng and he owns 
and operates a semt-tractor and 
tratler 

Hts busmess office ts complete 
with a computer system and other 
modem converuences whtch help 
keep hun well-mfonned of every 
aspect of h1s vanous farm and 
commercial proJects One of these 
ts a patent held on an implement 
part. an ongmal mvent10n which 
is among those retatled by lus en­
gineering firm 

A thtrd generation farmer 
Doug owns 470 of the acres he 
tends mcludmg the famtly tract 
Hts father Donald (Don) whtle 
now ''retrred" and living m tov.rn, 
sull mamtams an active mterest 
m the farm operation 

It was undoubtedly from h1s fa­
ther that Doug frrst learned the 
Importance of con servation and 
he has expanded and tmproved 
upon the methods used to ach1eve 
total comphance. 

A number of years ago he be­
came mterested in usmg a no-till 
system "My conservatiOn plan 
called for no-ttll, and I could see 
1t could be the best opt1on," Doug 
confided But wanting to gam 
some pnor knowledge he at­
tended vanous no-till semmars, 
and talked to fanners whose expe­
nences gave the concept "more 
credtbthty" 

The next season, he and hts 
brother-m-law purchased a no-till 
dnll, and began "expenmentmg" 
wJth somethmg very much oppo­
site to what they had done before 
The success of the "expenment" IS 

evidenced m the fact that for the 
past stx years, a complete no-tlll 
operat10n has been used on the 
land Doug farms. He has, m fact, 
dispensed wtth all of h1s "btg" 
farm eqUipment, and now uses 
only the dnll and one smaller 
tractor 

Doug plants com and soybeans 
wtth a 50150 rotation He sa1d hts 
ytelds have never dropped, and m 
fact, usmg the narrow-row no-till 
dn ll, soybeans ytelds have m­
creased five to 10 bushels per acre 
m the htllstde fields 

"Some of the reason may be 
that weed control 1s better on soy­
beans," Doug sa1d, "although the 
com yteld has not been reduced at 
any tJme. And when you constder 
the savmgs m ttme, fuel and la­
bor, 1t certamly has been a bene­
fit I have seen no mcrease m 
chemical costs, either, so all in 
all, 1t has been more profitable to 
use no-ttll 

Anhydrous 1s apphed m the 
fall, and a liqUid fertilizer m­
Jected m the spn ng, usmg a coul 
ter wtth a nozzle which "blows' 
the mtrogen mto the ground and 
does not dlsturb the soli Nttrogen 
ts also applied "over the top w1th 
a floater "Th1s works hke a 
starter," Doug satd, "so the roots 
grow on top for awhtle, then go 
down" 

He noted that "Wooly Cup" 
grass has been a problem m the 
area "You need to use a good 
grass herbtctde labeled for Wooly 
Cup, as well as foxtall, water 
hemp, etc , then come back later 
wtth a good post-product over the 
top for grass and broadleaf Th1s 
works the best for me, anyway" 

Doug pomted out that one of 
the maJor differences he has noted 
smce going to no-till has been in 
the structure of the sotl ttself, 
whtch has become mellower and 
easier to work w1th The old 
restdue left m place helps control 
eroston as well, and the com­
pactiOn factor 1s negl tgtble He 
has nlso observed rh e effect 
earthworms have made in the 
SOll 

• 

"They take the trash down m, 
and thiS changes the structure 
changes the entire concept I thmk 
the benefit could be of more value 
than ts reahzed," he stated, then 
added, "but you know. I don't 
talk about earthworms very 
much' People thmk I'm gettmg a 
lJttle weird about the subJect'" 

Doug bas 217 acres of land in 
the Conservation Reserve Pro­
gram (CRP), which be has ex­
tended for another year. He re­
cently was featured m several IS­

sues of the Farm Journal maga­
Zllle for hts two-year parttctpatlon 
m a proJeCt attemptmg to find the 
best way to bnng CRP land back 
mto production "I found that the 
eas1est and cheapest way ts to 
take grass off the year before -­
bum-down m the fa 11 and a gam 
m the spnng of the first year, then 
no-till drill soybeans 

There are more problems with 
com I used a mold-board plov., 
on some of the land, to have an 
accurate comparison, and hand­
harvested enough to check the 
y1eld v.1th each t1 ll afte method 

I really found little difference in 
the yield but Jots of difference in 

Sprayer Headquarters 
. Complete Units, Tanks, Pumps, Parts 

TRAILER 
SPRAYERS 

Blumhardt, Century, F1mco, 
& LM sprayers in stock 
Sample Prices: 
• 500 Gallon Walk1ng Axle, 
45' Boom, Electric Controls -
$4,057 
• 1 ,000 Gallon 60' Blumhardt 
Boom, Hyd. Wing Tilt, 
Electnc Controls - $6,903 
• 1,000 Gallon 60' Century 
Hyd. Folding Boom, Electnc 
Controls - $7,852 

ELECTRIC 
VALVE 

$49.95 

FERTILIZER 
TANKS 

550 Gallon •...•....•...•... 
1650 Gallon • ..•.•.......... 
2000 Gallon •.•....•....... 
3000 Gallon ...•............ 

$155 
$338 
$458 
$752 

MICRO-TANK 
MT-3000 • SPRAYER CONTROL 

750.00 
FOAM 

MARKER 

$525.00 
Complete Unit 

LL YO & MEREDITH 
202 Chestnut • Atlantic, lA • 243-5520 

workmg the plowed land m com­
panson to the no-tilled land." 

He commented that he has al­
ways appreciated the assistance 
be recetved from the NRCS staff, 
and found them very accommo­
datmg "I have been spot-checked 
a few ttmes," he satd \\ 1tb a gnn, 
"but we still have a good workmg 
relauonshtp In fact, It's good to 
know I can rely on them to do the 
prehmmanes for terracmg and 
help me develop a conservation 
plan whtch sutts my needs 

Some of the land Doug farms 
1s terraced, and he hopes to do 
more on some of the rental land 
"I can understand, however, that 
some landowners don't feel they 
can afford the expense of terrae­
mg." he satd, "so no-till ts the 
best optton in a case of that 
kmd" 

There IS some hay ra1sed, but 
Doug satd he has a netghbor who 
IS glad do the harvestmg of tt, 
smce he owns a number of horses 
to feed "I JUSt turn the hay 
ground over to h1m and don't 
worry about tt.'' Doug sa1d w1th a 
chuckle 

"We have to make a llvrng at 
tb1s busmess," he mused, WJth a 
contemplative expressiOn, "but I 
don't e'ver want to abuse the land 
1n domg It. When I saw that I 
had to do somethmg about ero-

,rontll"ued on page 5 

FARMS FOR SALE 
198 ACRES. MIL: 

RURAL ACREAGE· 

350 ACRES MIL· 

267 ACRES MIL! 

160 CARES MIL: 

260 ACRES, MIL: 

160 ACRES, MIL 

37 ACRES, MIL: 

27 ACRES. MIL: .. 
75 ACRES, Mtl.: 

70 ACRES, MIL 

175 ACRES, MIL: 

Located 2-112 miles west of Adair 97% tillable cropland. No 
buildings, S 1250 per acre 
Located 4 m1les non~fti~Gftt . Approxunatety 92% ttllable wtth 
average CSR of 64 UULtgom and Sharpsburg soils $1175 
per acre 
Located 2-112 miles S E of Griswold Large, brick ranch·styte 
home wtth full, walk-out basement Just oft the highway wtttl great 
view of the valley $110,000 cash 
Located 3 miles; easot of Grant lowa!Hlohway 71 Excellent cow-calf 
unn Appr 234 acres permanent pasture & .31 5 acres ot bOttom 
cropland $735 per acre, cash 
Located 4-1 2 m1les south of Gnswold Mostly all gently rolling 
Marshall & Judson soils. H1gh percentage of ridge. No buildings 
Can be split. S1 ns per acre, cash 
Located 2 m11es N E of Grant 98 0 acres good quality cropland, 
19 4 acres CAP balance timber. $10,000 bushel grain b1n . S1275 
per acre, cash 
Located 3 miles southeast of Guthrie Center Cropland pasture 
and Umber combination Good amount of Non·HEL bot1omland 
$890 per acre, cash 
Located 2-1/4 mlle9o wrlswold Appr 99°'o tillable, top 
quahty Marshall & J I rge, brfck ranch home Can spht 
Into smaller tracts & reage separate $2133 per acre, 
cash 
Located 2 m1les south of Extra 10 Audubon County Comblnatton 
cropland, grass & CAP land Nice smaller home & set or out· 
bu1ld1ngs $1250 per acre 
Located 4-1/2 miles ~Jil1ft1n Ponawattamie County Quality 
Walnut Creek botto,._ t, .1 rolling, terraced Marshall soils 
Small tlome & full set of out-buildings $2400 per acre 
Located 4-1/2 mlle~fi r jiott Nice two story brick home, 
22.000 bushel gralnaDLIJBced cropland $1688 per acre. 
cash 
Located 6 miles nceg l uftc Mostly cropland Marshall & 
Judson soils $1215 ~ ~lit 
Located 1-112 mlleGfttJtnuc Top·quality Turkey Creek 
bottom cropland PnalU le 0 $1322 per acre, cash . 
Located 8 miles S E of Atlantic Untmproved, mostly cropland 
$1125 per acre, cash 
Located 8-1/2 miles S E. or Atlantic. Approximately 92% tillable No 
buildings $1250 per acres 
Located 12 miles s~ ftnllc Cropland, CAP & timber 
combination $850 p •U.IIill 
Located 2 miles weC!ifftllEft H1ghway 83 Roll ing cropland & 
large two-story hom~cre 
Located 2 miles Nso l ao na Two story home and out· 
buildings L 

Have you ever thought about how many bushels of com 1t takes to buy one acre or 
average Iowa farmland? In 1950, it took about 150 bushels By 1966, It took double 
that at 300 bushels based upon the prevailing pnce of com that year Booming expons 
In the 70's helped fuel land prices which peaked In 1981, requlnng about 920 bushels 
to buy an acre or land In the recent past, 1988 represented the bargain year where It 
took about 430 bushels of com to buy an acre By 1997, th1s reqwement has nsen to 
about 700 bushels The graph trend hne or th1s httle trivia lesson parallels very closely 
the Iowa land value trend line What this tells us 1s that regardless of other extenor 
factors (inflabon, land supply and demand, Interest rates. etc ) land values are 
Influenced the most by land produc!lon Income 

Land movement has been good the last couple of weeks and we shll have several 
farms available for full possession in 1998 Please call or stop 1n tor information 

Glen R Smith, Broker 

Smith 
Land 
Service Co. 

• -
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Profiles: Lamb, Govig 4-H junior leaders of the month 
Name Ryan Govig 
Age 18 
Address RR Box 124, Lew1s 
Parents Rlch and Kath}' Go\ ig 
Ststers Rachel 23 . Melanie 19 
Years m 4-H 10 
Age 18 
4-H Club Cass Coed Clan 

Q \\'hat projects have you car­
n ed m 4-H? 

A Sheep woodworking and 
foods, GO\ Ig said. 

Q. \Vhat have you done on the 
local club level? 

A. "Adopt-A-Highway, cookies 
to bloodmobile in Gn swold, 
helped with archery and wood­
working workshops, vice presi­
dent,'' Govig said. 

Q. \Vhat have you done on the 
county level? 

A. ''Mardi Gras, County Fair, 
voll eyball tournament. Anything 
Goes Contest, herdsmanship 
judge, sheep j unior superinten­
dent, Youth Council." Govig 
said. 

Q. What highlight of your 4-H 
career stands out most tn your 
mind? 

Ryan Govig 

A. " \Vinning rate-of-gain wi th 
my sheep for six years now and 
being on the Youth Council," 
Govig said. 

Q. \Vhy do you like being a 
Junior Leader? 

A. " I belreve I'm a good role 
model and I enjoy working with 
the younger 4-Hers, ' Govtg saJd 

0 . How do you feel about 4-H? 

WOODSMOW'N 
MACHINES 

Model 6140,6160 & 6180 Zero Thrn Radius Mowers 

The Woods Mow'n Machme riding mower 1s the ult1mate 
productivity tool for turf ma1ntenance Its zero turnmg rad1us lets you 
get around flower beds, trees, and other obstacles w1thout 
reversing And 1t has a w1de three-spindle mowmg deck, low and 
out front, so you can easily mow under shrubs and low-hangmg 
branches Plus, user-fnendly controls and a high-back cush1oned 
seat make the Mow'n Machine mower exceptionally comfortable 
and easy to use Add the opt1onal dozer blade, vacuum, 
SweepsterrM brush, or snowthrower, and you have an all-weather 
machine that can handle everythmg from landscap1ng to s now 
removal 

Available w1th gas and diesel-powered engmes from 14 to 25 
horse power, and mowmg decks from 48 to 61 mches w1de, the 
Mow'n Machine mower 1s eng1neered to meet the demands of both 
the turf profess1onal and the homeowner's who's senous about 
lawn care. 

Nelson Farm Supply 
Hwy. 44 East • Harlan, Iowa 

712-755-3115 . 1-800-772-6184 

A It has been a good experi­
ence for me because Jt has taught 
me leadership, responsrbthty and 
record keeping skrlls ' Govig 
satd . 

Q What are your future plans? 
A ' I plan to attend Northwest­

em College in Orange City and 
major in computer science," 
Govig said. 

Erika Lamb 

Name Erika Lamb 
Age 17 
Address: 106 Cass Ave. Atlantic 
Parent Name Ste'.-e and Deb Lamb 
Ststers K.aann 
Years in 4-H· 6 
4-H Club Bnghton Bluebells 

Q. \Vhat projects have you car­
ried in 4-H? 

A. ''I have brought projects to 
the 4-H bmldrng in many different 
areas including \ 1sual arts, pho­
tography, food and nutrition, 
clothing, and home improvement," 
Lamb said. 

Q. \Vhat have you done on the 
loca l club level? 

A. '' I have been lucky to be a 
part of a very active club. V./e do a 
lot of service projects in Marne. 
\\'e have adopted grandmas in 
Marne and then built a fl oat for 
them to ride on in Marne's 120th 
birthday parade. \\'e've also held a 
heritage dinner for our own grand­
mas We also do a lot of fun 
thmgs Recently we had a lock-m 
and partiCipating m Share-the-Fun 
IS a htghhght each } ear I have 
sen ed as treasurer, "ice prestdent. 
and pre:.•de ot 10 my c lub Lanlb 

sa1d 
Q. What ha" e you done on the 

county level? 

TRACTORS 
Ford 8630, 800 hrs 
Ford 8770 MFD, 300 hrs 
Ford 8970 MFD, 300 hrs 
Ford 8870 MFD, 2200 hrs 
Ford TW15, ROPS 
Ford 5000 
IHC · 884 MFD w/loader 
IHC - 484, 1200 hrs w/loader 

JD 4020 1969, 1 owner 
JD 4430, 7900 hrs 
JD 4650 MFD, 4200 hrs 
JD 8300 MFD, 1700 hrs 
JD 8450 4x4, 4000 hrs 
Case 8940 MFD, 400 hrs 
Case 7140 MFD, 5000 hrs 
Heston 100-90 MFD w/1 dr 

USED EQUIPMENT 
Kinze 840 Grain Cart 
K1nze 800 Grain Cart 
K1nze 640 Gram Cart 
Kinze 600 Gram Cart 

NH 256 Rake 
JD 148 loader 
Westendorf WL40 

PLANTERS 
Case 900 8-38, A-1 
Case 5400 15' 900 acres 
K1nze 16-30, Twin L1ne 
Kmze 2000 4·30· 7 
Kmze 2200, 12-30 
K1nze 2300 12-30 
Kinze 2600, 12-30·23 
Kinze 2600, 16·30·31 
Kinze 2600, 8-38-19 
Kinze A F 16-30 
IHC 800, 12-30 
IHC 800, 8-38 V fold pull type 
Krause 15' no t1ll 

JD 7000, 4-38 
JD 7000, 6-30 
JD 7000, 8·30 w1ng fold 
JD 7000, 8-38 w1ng fold 
JD 7000, 12-30 flex-fold 
JD 7200, 8-30, wing fold 
JD 7200, 8-38 
JD 7300, 8·38 
JD 7200, 12-30 flex 
JD 7200, 16-30 
GP 30' dnll 
GP 15' no till drill 

Sorensen Equipment 
Harlan, lA • (712) 755-2455 

After Hours Call Roger (712) 755-3582 

A. " I have participated m Share­
the-Fun every year and our act rep­
resented Cass County at the state 
fair two years ago. Last year I rep­
resented Cass County with a ~ork­
ing exhibit at state fair County 
fair is one of my favorite times so 
I get involved by helping set-up 
and tear-down, and by bemg a ju­
mor superintendent and judges 
helper. This year as a member or 
Youth Council I am lookmg for­
ward to being very invoh·ed in the 
activities at the fair," Lamb said. 

Q. \\'hat highlight of your 4-H 
career s tands out most in your 
mind? 

A . 'The highlight of my 4-H ca-
reer has been taking my visual arts 
project to the state fair last year. 
\\'hile I was there I was able to at­
tend a workshop that critiqued my 
project and I was able to ex peri­
ment in other areas of visual arts," 
Lamb said. 

Q \\'hy do your like being a Ju­
nior Leader? 

A I hke helping the younger 
ktds participate in the 4-H activi­
ties I enjoy. I know that when 1 
was younger I reall} looked up to 
the older k.tds l tned vef) nan.J to 
be hke them, so now that I'm older 
I try to be a good role model. l 
hope that by seemg how actn e I 
am m 4-H ·wtll encourage them to 
stay mvolved," Lamb satd. 

Q Ho~ do you feel about 4-H? 
A "I feel 4-H 1s a \ ery valuable 

program There are so many oppor­
tumues at every le\el I have 
learned a lot about respons1b1hty 
by holdmg offices and obsen·mg 
deadltnes I've also unproved as a 
leader and gotten to know a lot of 
ntce people whtle havmg fun.· 
Lamb satd 

Q. What are your future plans? 
A. "I hope to attend a 4 year 

college after I complete my seruor 
year of htgh school next year 1 
would l.Jke to maJor m Ptano or 
Clannet Perfonnance and pursue a 
career as a profess10nal musician,'' 
Lamb concluded. 

Subscribe 
to the 

Atlantic 
News­

Telegraph 
243-2624 
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Henn named 
Member of 
the Month 

MLke Henn, the son of John and 
Ltz Henn of Atlantic, was recently 
named Member of the Month of 
March by the Atlantic FFA chap­
ter. 

According to FF A Reporter Jodi 
Kunze Henn JOmed the orgaruza­
tlon four years ago He smce has 
been highly successful m horse and 
rabbit proJects and has served as 
chapter pres1dent and vtce presi­
dent. 

Henn IS also an active member 
of the Iowa Htgh School Rodeo 
AssociatiOn, havmg won numerous 
rodeo awards He ts also a member 
of SS Peter & Paul Cathohc 
Church and has been an honor roll 
student throughout Jus four years 
of bJgh school 

Addttlonally, Henn 1s a member 
of Who's Who Among Amencan 
Htgh School Students and has ac­
tively parttctpated m county and 
state 4-H compett.nons 

"It has been a great expenence to 
be a member of this chapter It has 
grown n members as v.eJJ as credJ­
bdJty, ·· Henn srud. 

Mike Henn 

Environmental education 
By Melanie Perry, conservatron1st, Cass County Conservat1on Board 

What IS environmental educa­
tion and JUSt what does 1t have to 
do w1th the soli commiSSIOners 
annual report? Frrst of all, envi­
ronmental education 1s stmply the 
teachmg of the natural world 
around us The Cass County S01l 
Conservatton Dtstnct ts the first 
enttty w Cass County to wtroduce 
t.hls concept to the c1t1zens of Cass 
County 

The Cass County Sotl Corrurus­
sJOners created the Cass County 
EnVIronmental EducatiOn Commit­
tee more than 20 years ago. It was 
therr mtent to bnng soli consena­
non and other envrronmental prob­
lems mto the pubhc eye by bnng­
mg together a dtverse group of 
people. Members mcluded teachers 
mterested c1t1zens, Stabtllzatton 
ConservatiOn Service office per-

sonnel and soil commiSSioners. 
The members have changed over 
ume, but the mtent of the group 
remains the same 

The Cass County Envtronmental 
Education Comnuttee sponsors the 
5th grade Conservauon Poster 
Contest and the 6th grade Conser­
vatiOn ProJeCts Hundreds of stu­
dents have participated 10 these 
contests throughout the years and 
m domg so have learned about the 
world around them Wmners from 
these contests are then mv1ted to 
attend a banquet sponsored by the 
Education Commlt1ee and the Soil 
Conservation D1stnct The Educa­
tion Committee also sponsors a 
tree for the Festival of Trees and 
co-sponsors the popular Halloween 
Ht.ke 

The Cass County Soil Conserva-

Steffen continued from p. 3 

ston, I found that no-till worked 
good for me Grassed watenvays 
and headlands are also a must, in 
my 0p1010n 

"When I am asked about no­
till, I am g lad to :;hare \\hat I 
have learned I am usually asked, 
about usmg dry or starter fertilizer 
on com All I do 1s broadcast dry 
NPK m the fall v.-hen the ground 
IS a httle frozen, and fertilize ac­
cording to the soli te::~ts I don't 
use starter with the planter, there­
fore Thts works well for me, as I 
have said 

"Some feel that they need to go 
in e\ ery fi\ e }'ears or so with a 
chisel plO\\ and tear up the soil. I 
don't agree with that, unless 
something has caused extreme 
compactiOn No-till will eventu­
ally alienate compaction. It can 
be helped along at first, but after 
that leave it alone and it will 
take care of Itself And remember 
what I satd about earthworms " 

Penodrcally, Doug loads his 
sem1 \\ 1th corn, and heads for 

southern Mtssouri, usually the 
Joplm or Neosho areas He sells 
to small ele\ a tors and feed mtlls 
who he says "love to get this 
Iowa gram." 

I CllJOY the scen ery zutd the 
people," he said, and It bnngs in 
a httle added income." \Vhile 
Doug appeared off-hand about 
this sideline occupation. he was 
obv10usly proud of hts powerful 
and gleaming "big ng' and he 
spoke with affection of some of 
the acquaintances made through­
out the years 

Doug has three sons Matthew 
22, Ste\ en 13 and Dustu1 1 0 
\Vith the sons involved in sports 
"the year around .. as Doug ex­
pressed it the mam avocauon 
OO\\ is attendmg athletic events. 
But Doug also IS an avid golfer, 
IS on the board of the Nishna 
Valley RecreatiOn Area and 
chatnnan of the S\\ nnmmg Pool -committee in Gns\'<Old 

They are also act1ve m many 
other community acttvtttes 

Value-added agriculture on the move 
Ray Underwood chairman of 

Cass - Atlantic Development 
Corp 's Rural Development Ac­
tion Committee, shown at riCJht 
dunng the Southwest Iowa Fo­
cus on Agnculture, Thursdr~y , 
Feb 26 (nght) showed how not 
to make money on RDAC is 
backrng 'value-added" agncul­
ture Value-added agnculture in 
Cass County 

Prec1s1on Beef, M1lk Unlimited 
Southwest Iowa Egg Coopera­
tive, and Southwest Iowa Spe­
Cialty Crops are explod1ng tn 
very pos1t1ve ways. 

Alternative markets for d;:ury 
quality alfalfa and gratn Ed1ble 
soybean and high oil corn Egg 
sand poultry by-products Bra­
technology They're all here. 

• 

activities in Cass County 
t10n Dtstnct didn't stop there. They 
created a field day for 6th grade 
students to learn about s01l conser­
vation first hand. The field day 
began as a bus tour of the county, 
but evolved last year mto a hands 
on tour of a local farm. 

The SoJI Conservatton D1stnct 
also encourages area farmers to 
pract1ce sound so1l conservauon 

techniques. Yes, at is therr job to 
do thJs, but 1t is not necessary for 
them to gtve awards for doing so. 
They present two awards each year 
to Cass County Farmers The ftrst 
ts the Conservation Farmer of the 
Year Award. This award 1s gtven 
m memory of long time member 

Conttnued on p 1 0 

Carlsons receive Muller A ward 

Each year the Cass County So1l and Water Conservation D1stnct 
Comm1ss1oners choose someone from the county. whom they feel 
IS pract1c1ng good conservation on the1r farm Last year's rec1p1ent 
was Mr and Mrs Ralph Carlson of ural Atlantic D1stnct Cha1rman J1m 
Sm1th, IS shown present1ng them With the Venneth Muller MPmonal 
plaque (Photo furnished) 

Call the farm tire serv1ce that responds quickly and 
1s truly outstanding in the f1eid! 

BAIR'S 
FIRESTONE 
~~ fir~stonq 

ATlA~Tif;IC#f:4 

• Highly tra1ned employees and fully eqUipped serv1ce trucks 
• Farm ttre replacement dehvenes 
• On-the-spot t1re repa1rs 
• Calc1um serv1ce when and where you are 

• Bair's Firestone 
111 Locust St. 

Atlantic, lA 

243-4561 



• Soil Conservation 
District Personnel 

• 

Carolyn W1lson . . . . . . . . State Secretary 
Gary Wolfe .......... . State Conservation Technician Ill 

USDA - Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 

Conn1e A1chenauer . . . . . . . . . . . D1stnct Conservationist 
Charles Peacock . . . . . . . Soli Conservat1on1st 
Duane Ortg1es . . . . . . . . Soli Conservation Techn1c1an 
Alyce Lane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Off1ce Assistant (WAE) 

Extension Service 

Mark Rosno . . . . . County Extens1on Educat1on Director 
JIll Euken . . . . . . . . . . . . F1eld Spec1allsVFam ilies 
Julie Henng . . . . . . . . . . Youth Program Coordinator 
Bev Gunderson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Off1ce Assistant 
Kay W1nston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Off1ce Ass1stant (P!T) 

• 

Farm Service Agency 

Elaine Martens ..... County Executive Dtrector (Retired) 

OFFICE 
STAFF . Sharon Boken, Jam1e Newbury, Jea-
nine Chnstensen, Sharon Crane, and Mona Ballinger 

FSA COUNTY 
COMMITIEE Lawrence Wohlenhaus, Donna 
Lowers and B1ll Behnken 

AG Credit 
Ken Bla1r ................. . 
Don Obrecht . . ............ . 
Madonna N1sson .............. . 

AG Cred1t Manager 
. AG Cred1t Off1cer 

AG Credit Ass1stant 

District Commissioners and A 

James K. Jordan 
Commissioner for nine years. 

Farmed since 1976, Graduated 
Rolfe Community High School, 
Attended the Untversrty of Iowa 
and Iowa State Untversit1es, 
Member of the Cass County and 
Iowa pork producers Has three 
children Hts wtfe, G101 1s an 
Atlantic elementary school 
teacher 

-
Julie Schmidt 

t 

Assistant commissioner s1nce 
1995, Chairperson Cass 
County Board of Superv1sors 
secretary for "Iowa Watershed ,' 
the state watershed coalttton 
She and her husband, Chns, 
live 1n Atlan t1c and have four 

Greg Zellmer 
Elected to the board of com­

missioners in 1992; serves on 
the Cass Agnculture and Edu­
catton Association, Dantsh Mu­
tual board, Cass County Exten­
SIOn Council, Cass County and 
Iowa beef producers Greg has 
three Children Jeremy. earn, 
Tara and wrfe, Donna 

Rose Holste 
Asststant commtss1oner s1nce 

1994 farms south of Massena 
on Century Farm. She and her 
husband, Louis, have four chil­
dren 

children 

Members of the NRCS o1~ei 
Ortgies, Charles Peacock:~or 

Wilson, Gary Wof·, ar 



•istant Commissioners include: 

Jim Smith 
Comm1ss1oner smce 1994. Has 

farmed south of Gnswold since 
1969, has three children Brian, 
D1ane and Carol He and his 
wrte, Joy, have been mamed for 
36years 

Fred Kay 
Elected to the board of com 

m1ss1oners 1n 1992 Serves on 
the Aural Development Act1on 
Comm1ttee, Iowa Pouhry Asso­
Ciation Cass County Pork and 
Beef producers, and Cass 
County and Iowa corn growers 
assoc1at1ons He and h1s wife, 
Jane, have two children, Scott 
and Amy, and three grandchil­
dren 

Mike Hall 
Comm1ss1oner smce 1994, be­

gan farm1ng north of Massena 
smce 1975 He and h1s wife, 
Jeanette, have three children 
Jeremy, Leah and Cale 

~ 

Russell Joyce 
Has served one year as assis­

tant commissioner Currently 
serves as vice cha1rman of the 
Cass County r3oard of Supervi­
sors Also serves on board of di­
rectors for CADCO, RDAC, 
Hungry Canyon, and on the 
county environmental board He 
farms northeast of Atlant1c 

~o~ include Alyce Lane, Duane 
KO:>nnie Reichenauer, Carolyn 
r., and Sindra Jensen. 

• 

Conservation 
Accomplishments 

New Cooperators 
Farmstead Windbreaks 
Organic Nutnent Management System 
Ponds 
Critical Area Planting 
Wildlife Upland Habitat Management 
Terraces 
Underground Outlet 
Contour Stripcropping 
Contouring 
Field Border 

' 

11 No 
3 No 
1 No 
4 No. 

45 Ac. 
40 Ac. 

163,950 Ft. 
96 800 Ft. 
1,024 Ac. 
2 043 Ac . . 
17,378 Ft. 

EXPENDITURE 
OF FUNDS 

1-M Budget 

96-97 Allocat1on , 
Commissioner m1lleage and expenses 
Off1ce Supplies and Expenses 
State and nat1onal dues 
Returned to D1V1s1on of So11 Conservation 

Total 

111-M Budget 

96-97 Allocation 
Cost-share warrants paid 
Obligated funds 

Total 

97-98 Allocation 
Cost-share warrants pa1d 
Obligated funds 

Total 

1997 REAP Forestry/Native Grass 

Allocat1on 
Windbreak cost-share Pa1d 
Returned to D1v1ston of Sotl Conservatton 

Total 

1997 REAP Pract1ces 

Allocation 
Returned to Division of Soil Conservation 

FAR 

$2,840 00 
1,489 56 

824 67 
500 00 
22 77 

$2,840.00 

$109,095 98 
87,465.98 
49,814.50 

$109,095. 96 

$83,694, 00 
33,879.50 
49,814 so 

$83,694.00 

$ 2,162.00 
1,368 78 

793 22 

$2,162 00 

$9,345 00 
9,345 00 

-
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District Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners include: 

James K. Jordan 
Commissioner for nine years 

Farmed since 1976; Graduated 
Rotfe Community High School, 
Attended the University of Iowa 
and Iowa State Universities; 
Member of the Cass County and 
Iowa pork producers; Has three 
chtldren. H1s w ife, G 101 1s an 
Atlantic elementa ry sc hoo l 
teacher 

• 

• • 

c 

fl • 
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Julie Schmidt 
Asststant comm1ssroner smce 

1995, Charrperson, Cass 
County Board of Supervrsors, 
secretary for "Iowa Watershed," 
the state watershed coalitron 
She and her husband, Chns, 
live in Atlantic and have four 

Greg Zellmer 
Elected to the board of com· 

missioners in 1992; serves on 
the Cass Agnculture and Edu­
cation Assocratron, Danish Mu­
tual board, Cass County Exten­
sion Council, Cass County and 
Iowa beef producers. Greg has 
three children Jeremy, Cam, 
Tara and wife, Donna 

Rose Holste 
Assistant comm1ssroner since 

1 994, farms south of Massena 
on Century Farm She and her 
husband, Lours, have four chil­
dren 

Jim Smith 
Commrsstoner since 1994 Has 

farmed south of Gnswold since 
1969, has three children Brian, 
Drane and Carol He and his 
wife, Joy, have been marned for 
36 years. 

Fred Kay 
Elected to the board of com 

mrssroners m 1992 Serves on 
the Rural Development Actron 
Commrttee, Iowa Pouttry Asso­
cratron, Cass County Pork and 
Beef producers, and Cass 
County and Iowa corn growers 
assocratrons He and his wife, 
Jane, have two chtldren, Scott 
and Amy, and three grandchil­
dren 

Mike Hall 
Commissioner since 1994 , be· 

gan farm1ng north of Massena 
smce 1975 He and hrs wife , 
Jeanette, have three children· 
Jeremy, Leah and Cale. 

;"" 

Russell Joyce 
Has served one year as assrs­

tant commrssroner Currently 
serves as v1ce charrman of the 
Cass County· t3oard of Supervi­
sors Also serves on board of dr­
rectors for CADCO, RDAC, 
Hungry Canyon. and on the 
county envrronmental board He 
farms northeast of Atlantrc 

children 

Members of the NRCS office include Alyce Lane, Duane 
Ortgies, Charles Peacock, Connie Reichenauer, Carolyn 

Wilson, Gary Wolfe, and Sindra Jensen. 
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Seidel joins Cass County NRCS office as district conservationist 

Ed Se1del 
NRCS D1stnct Conservationist 

Martm Edward "Ed" Se1del w1ll Washington and Osceola counties, plan to move soon from theu Lo- Nashville, Tenn. studymg to be­
Assume dunes as dstnct conserva- bemg transferred rto Harnson gan home to Atlannc The couple come a dietitian. 
t10mst on March 30 at the Cass County m 1982 He most recently has two daughters, Mary and Seidel himself is an accom-
County Natural Resources Conser- served m Shelby County Cynthta plisbed pianist, bee keeper , and 
vauon field office m Atlantic "I have enJoyed the t1me m Mary JS college Junior maJoring cross ·county btcychst Sharon IS a 

Until this promotton. Setdel was Shelby County workmg wltb the m elementary education at South- mustc over and enJoys sewmg and 
a s01l conservat1ontst at the office staff, farmers and land own- west Baptlst Umvers1ty m Boltvar, crafts. She also takes a smcere m-
Shelby County NRCS office in ers I have also enjoyed Long Mo Cynthta 1s a freshman at terest in the person with whom she 
Harlan Branch Watershed act1vit1es and David Ltpscomb UmversJty in works a educator. 

A nauve of Troy, Mo, Setdel re- other prOJects m wluch I have been 
cetved hts degree m agronomy mvolved," Setdel satd 
from the Umverstty of Mtssoun, "I have been especially pleased 
Colum-bia to assist wtth the stxth grade Con-

In 1975, he served as a student servat10n Days I feel it is impor­
trainee in Dubuque County, Iowa tant to educate our youth about the 
with what was then the Sotl and need to conserve and preserve natu­
Water Conservation Servtce In ral resources,' Se1del satd 
1976 he contmued hJs mternship Meanwhile Seidel said he is 
in Jackson County. looking forward to "new horizons 

In 1977 Setdel began work as and perhaps new challenges' in 
soil conservatiOn ist in Fairfield Cass County 
(Jefferson Count), Iowa He later Setdel and Ius wife Sharon, an 
served m the same capacity in adult basic education spectahst 

atural Beau 
By S1ndra Jensen, NRCS soil conservationist 

Prairie grasses sttmulate the 
senses through color, betght and 
texture. In addition, they stunuJate 
deeper inner senses through their 
natural purpose of providmg habi­
tat and nounshment to area 
wildllfe and butterflies 

height needed to create a bordenng 
backdrop, the nud-heigbt of transt­
tlonal area, and the low growth of 
the foreground In tum, each vari­
ety has unique color and texture 
characten sttcs 

For example, let's determme hov.. 
to create a backdrop or founda-

New NRCS conservationist arrive in Atla11tic 
By landscapmg wtth resourceful uonal border around a yards 

prairie plants a homeowner also penmeter 
feels a sense of sa t1sfact10n for Based solely on height, prairie 
mamtammg a responstble balance grass optton would most hkely in­
wtth nature 

"Hello Cass County!" I'm Sm­
dra Jensen and I am the new sotl 
consen attomst at the Atlantic 
Natural Resources Consen•ation 
Service office. 

Stndra Jensen 
NRCS So1l Conservat1on1st 

I started here in Atlantic the last 
week of November Before com­
mg to Atlantic I was the soil 
consen atiorust 10 Waterloo, Iowa 
for a year and a hal f. I also 
worked for two and a half years 
in the Greenfield NRC<) office a5: 
a temporary employee before ac 
ceptmg the permanent JOb 10 Wa 
terloo. 

I was raised on a family farm in 
Bndgewater Iowa. We ratsed 
hogs, cattle, com, and beans We 
also bad a few Jersey cows that 
my Sisters and I showed in 4-H 

I graduated from Iowa State 
Unh erstty with a Fishenes and 
Wildlife BIOlogy degree specializ­
ing in Sotl and Water Conserva--tion m December 1993 

While m college my goal was 
to stay in Iowa and work with 
fanners and landowners to en­
hance theu property for wtldltfe 
NRCS IS the promment agency 
ass1stmg farmers to do JUSt that. 
Outs1de work 

4 

I volunteer with the Adau 
County 4-H program as the super­
intendent for the cats and pet pro­
jects. I also keep busy gardening, 
renovating my home m Bridge­
water and spendmg nme with my 
family :tnd fnends especially my 
rueces and nephew 

elude plants such as Indtangrass, 
Landscapmg for the senses with Btg Biuestem, Canada wildrye, 

prame grasses takes little trammg Swttchgrass. Vugmia \Vildrye and 
as each \artety carnes Its own dis- Eastern Gamagr3ss 
tmctt\'e charactensttcs In determming wh1ch of these 

Seed companJes offer vanetic:s of grnsse to tnclude, however, ri1 

pra1rie grasses that provtde the continued from p. 3 

RC office d1 tr1ct and office taff 

Massena Farm Coop, 
Cumberland Farm Coop 
and Atlantic Farm Coop. 

-Same service and pr0aaets. 
--=::.:: 

~t!.lnder eoe aew r1ame_:::. ~ ~ 

21st Century Cooperative 
• 

Current members of the Cnss County Natural Resource ConseNat1on are (left to nght seate<:t 
Alyce Lane, off1ce ass1stant (WAE) and Carolyn Wtlson, state secretary, (standtng) Gary Wolfa, 
state conservation techn1c1an, S1ndra Jensen, state so1l conservat1on1st, and Duane Ortg1es, federal 
so1l conseNat1on techn1c1an (Doug Rossell photo) 

Conservation is everybody's business! 
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Farm Service Agency staff 

The FSA staff stand ready to seNe farmers Featured above are (front row, left to right}: Donna 
Lowers county FS committee member; off1ce assistants Sharon Crane and Jamie Newbury, and 
Madonna Nisson AG Credit assistant; (back row) Don Obrecht, AG Credit officer; Bill Bartenhagen. 
county FSA executive director, Ken Blair, AG Credit manager; Bill Behnken, county FS committee 
member, and off1ce ass1stants Jan1ne Chnstensen and Diane Carspecken. (Doug Rossell photo) 

Water quality research undervvay at ISU 
By Susan Thompson, communications spec1allst, Iowa State Universtty · 

Recent debate about Iowa's hog 
mdustry has sharpened the public's 
focus on water quality. Current 
Iowa State Urnverstty water re­
search dates back to the early 
1970s, when water m three t1le 
lines on a research farm was mom­
tored for rutrates. But the work has 
expanded stgruficantly smce then. 

Ramesh Kan war has pia yed a 
leadmg role m thts research smce 
he arnved at ISU 21 years ago to 
work on bJs doctorate Hts thests 

of a computer sunulatton model to 
predtct groundwater mtrate levels 

He's now a professor m the agn 
cultural and b10systems engmeer­
mg department, and an asststant 
drrector for the Iowa Agn culture 
and Home Economtcs Expenment 
Stat1on 

Much of hts research has been 
done at the Northeast Research and 
Demonstration Farm near Nashua 

A I 0-year proJect studymg the 
effects of tillage practices on weed 

Natural Beauty Contmued on p 3 

artistic landscaper wtll want to 
balance the plan selection With the 
overall purpose of that area What 
other plantmgs w1ll be near the 
area? Do you want a harsh edge or 
subtle? What colors wtll be next to 
each other dunng the growmg sea­
son? Dunng the dormant season? 

lndtan grass stands as h1gh as 
seven feet tall and has a com­
mandmg brush-I.Jke head. 

In add1t1on to tts dommant pres­
ence amtd a landscaped area, the 
grass 1s also an espectally nutn­
ttous food source for hvestock, and 
1ts dense growth pattern makes tt a 
valuable habttat for wtldltfe I r 
adds a welcome, reddtsh-yello\\ 
color dunng otherw1se drab wmter 
months. These powerfully headed 
grasses literally strr the soul when 
the wmd orchestrates them into 
powerful "waves of gram". 

Sw1tchgrass on the other hand . 
has a dehcate, large, open head 
that makes a landscape appear to 
have been softened . as w1th a 
sponge. It VIrtually makes an area 
appear fluffy and cloud-hke, wluch 
stunulates the senses far differently 
than the course heads of eastem 
gamagrass or wlldrye. 

Bestdes addmg beauty and tex­
ture to your landscape, pra1ne 
grasses also have a deep root struc­
ture that Improves so1l condthons 
and water mfiltrat10n. They are 
low mamtenance m companson to 
convent10naJ turf grasses 

Prame grasses can be as tall as 
seven to etght feet (Btg Bluestem) 
or as low growmg as 4-6 mches 
(Buffalograss). 

Buffalograss 1s a turf-type grass 
that grows well m full sun, good 
dramage, and m all sotls except 
sand Of course, there are also 

and msect populations and ytelds 
was endmg m 1988. and Kanwar 
recogmzed the farm as a good 
place to study water quahty 

The Leopold Center for Sustam­
able Agnculture funded the mstal­
latton of eqmpment to collect and 
test groundwater samples for ni­
trate and herb1c1de concentratiOns 

Researchers from the Nanonal 
Soil T1lth Laboratory JOmed the 
prOJect m 1990 In 1993, a ne\\ 

Cont1nued on p 1 0 

• 

many nattve wildflowers that you 
can mcorporate mto your prame 
grass seedmg or natural area. 

Prame grasses are a study m art 
-- art of the most natural ktnd 
They generate a subtle stlrnng of 
the senses They cause v tewers to 
nottce somethmg 

Once the eyes have been stopped 
by the pratne grasses' humble. 
unassurrung elegance then does the 
creatiOn truly unfold before the 
senses of the spectator 

If you would hke more mfonna­
hon on plantmg pratne grasses or 
maybe you JUSt want to knO\\ 
what the dtfferent spectes of nat1ve 
grasses look hke, stop by our of­
fice here m Atlanttc and let us as 
stst you. 

(Infonnatton taken from a press 
release from Stock Seed Farms. 
Murdock, Nebraska ) 

Bartenhagenjoins local Farm 
Service Agency as Cass, 
Adams county executive 

The Cass County Farm Sen 1ce 
Agency 1s happy to announce that 
start ing m February. Btll Barten­
hagen has been hued as county ex­
ecutive dtrector 

Originally from Southeast Iowa 
(LoUlsa Co), Bartenhagen has 
been the CED m Adams County 
(Corning) for the past I I years. 

Bartenhagen will serve as the 
CEO in both the Adams and Cass 
County Offices. Following the re­
tirement of Elaine t\f utens from 
the Cass County FSA Barten­
hagen was hired as CEO and a 
shared management arrangement 
between Adams and Cass was im­
plemented as a cost cutt ing mea­
sure. 

Over the past few years the 
USDA, as well as other Govern­
ment Agencies. have had to oper­
ate under tighter budget con­
stramts Shared Management ts an 
opt1on \\ luch has been used m se\­
eral states to control budget expen­
datures TI1e Iowa FSA to date 

has destgnated three shared man­
agement areas they tn clude 
Henry, Lee. Mills/\\ est Pottawat­
tamte, and Adams/Cass count1es 

There \t. lll be no changes locally, 
the office m Atlantic wlll be main­
tained wi th the current staffing and 
Bartenhagen \t.lll dn 1de h1s ume 
between the two offices 

A farm and ranch 
policy that cover~@ . '"·- . 

a broken , Y -

dish, and iiiore. 
If ) our freezer f~tll , Will your mc;urance pay 

up to $ 1.000 to CO\er the food that spot Is? If \\ tnd 

damage!) your satelhte dtsh, \\ill your pohcy pay for the 

loss under your d\\elhng CO\ erage? These are JUSt two 

examples of the comprehenstve coverage you get for 

your farm or ranch operatton from Farm Bureau 

Insurance For a free. no-obhgat10n companson, call 

your Farm Bureau agent today. 

Living beside you. Working for you ~ 

Roger Black - Home - 243-4832 
Dale Aetalhc - Home - 243-2858 

Off1ce - 243-2263 or 1 -800-427-2262 
1501 E. 7th Street, Atlantic, lA 

. 

·= Farm aureau Insurance 
Farm Bureau Mutua/Insurance Company 

Part of Farm Bureau Flnanctal Services 

• 
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Water quality research undennray at ISU 
cont1nued from p 9-----------------------------------------------------
proJect began to study the tmpact 
of moe mtrogen management sys­
tems on water qualtty 

Three chtsel-plowed treatments 
are m a com-soybean rotatiOn and 
recetve three dtfferent levels of ru­
trogen apphcat10n, wtth one bemg 
swme manure. 

Two additional chtseled treat­
ments are an contanuous com, wtth 
one recetvmg 120 pounds ofrutro­
gen per acre The other recetves 
swme manure 

Another two treatments mvolve 
no-ttll wtth a com-soybean rota­
tion, wtth two types of mtrogen 

apphcattons Stnp-croppmg com, 
soybeans and oats 1s another 
treatment 

The final treatment 1S a stx-year 
rotatton mvolvmg three years of 
forage, followed by one year each 
of corn . beans and oats Not sur­
pnsmgly, water collected from 
plots m the last two treatments 
shows the lowest rutrogen concen­
trations 

At the ISU Agronomy and Agrt­
cultural Research Center west of 
Ames, a proJect began three years 
ago to look more carefully at ma­
nure management Twenty-seven 

Ag education cont1nued fromp s 

member of the Environmental 
Education Committee, Kenneth 
Muller The second a\\ard ts the 
No-till Award, wh1ch IS g1ven m 
memory of Bill Fudge-. 

The S01l Conservation Dtstnct 
goes one step farther to encourage 
education m Cass County For 
the last two years they have gtven 
a $300_00 scholarshtp to a de-

servmg student who chooses to 
further thetr educatiOn m college 

En\ tronmental educatiOn ts 
ahve and well in Cass County 
due m a large part to the Cass 
County Soli Conservation Dts­
tnct Next ttme you see a com­
mtsstoner or an employee gtve 
them a btg pat on the back and a 
btg "thank you! 

Down And Tangled 
Undergrowth? 

No Problem! 
Case IH Disc Mower Conditioner 

Non-stop cutting for h1gher productivity 

• Clean cut at h1gher ground speeds 

• Faster cuttmg m dense or tangled 
crops and over obstacles 

• Ovemead frame des1gn allows 
unrestricted crop flow 

• Automat1c roll separatmg system 
ellmmates pluggmg 

Des1gned, tested and manufactured by 
Case IH at 1ts Hesston Kansas fac1llty 

Fits the way you farm 

- 9' Side-pull or 12' and 15' center-pivot 
cut1Jng w1dths available 

- Cho1ce of intermeshmg conditioner 
rolls to match your needs 

- Outck-convert from field to transport mode 

Along wrth dependable mower condtboners, 
you can count on us for genu1ne Case IH 
parts, professional and reliable seMce 
support and flex1ble f1nanc1ng 

The d1sc des1gn proVIdes for fast cuttmg m the most adverse conditions-dense 
undergrowth, tangled prame grass, rocks, ammal obstacles (gopher mounds. 
ant hills, etc.) CASE suH'On PRODUCT 

See your Case IH dealer today' 

Atlantic Implement 
East Hwy. 6 • Atlantic 

243-1778 

plots are set up to compare manure 
to mtrogen ferttlizer apphcat10n, 
With the manure apphed usmg dtf­
fereot combmattons of rate, tumng 
and apphcatton method Re­
searchers morutor the unpact of the 
manure appbcatton on each plot 

"We belteve there 1S the potential 
to manage swtoe manure effec­
ttvely tf producers can test the 
quaJtty of the manure on-s1te and 
then apply the correct amount of 
manure based on that test," Kan­
war says It's too early to draw 
many conclus10ns from thts proJect 
but he as confident researchers are 

on the nght track. "We have the 
potential to destgn best manage­
ment practtces for manure applica­
tions that wlll result in better crop 
ytelds and better water quabty," he 
says 

Lookmg back over bas years of 
research, K.anwar 1s pleased with 
the progress. "We're movmg m the 
nght dl!ection Nitrogen and pesti­
Cide appltcanon rates are lower," 
he says "And we're finding fann­
ers should be able to protect water 
qualtty and sttll get the productton 
levels they want" 

National Agriculture Day 
March 20, 1998 

ian areas, 
sive a ic 

For more mfonnatton about R.Jp~ri:m buffer stnps contact the NRCS at (712) 243- 3180 (Photos furmshed) 

Image Sa. Before con­
servation: Image Sa Farm 
operat 1ons cropping adJacent 
to s tream edge resulted 1n nu-
tnents. pesticides. and sedi­
ment from the field and stream 
bank eros1on d1rectly entenng 
the stream Lack of npanan 
zone s1gnrf1cantly affects habi­
tat d1versrty 

• 

Image Sc. Environmental 
and economic benefits: 
Water quality 1s Improved by fll­
tenng and uptake of nutnents, 
sediment, and pestic ides by 
the nparian zone Erosion 1s 
reduced by stream bank stabi­
lization. Habitat d1vers1ty Im­
provements mclude Wildlife, 

• 

nestmg opportunities, f1sh1ng, 
bil'd-watchmg, huntmg, and 
other recreational opportuni­
ties. Esthetic and stewardship 
values are realized by the land 
owner and the community 

Source: NRCS photo, Mid­
west, 1mage processmg 

/mCJge Sa 

Image Sb 

Image 5c 
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Five guidelines for creating efficient grazing systems 
By Brian Peterson, NCRS grassland conservationist 

Many of you have thought, "I 
sure would like to improve my 
grazing system but I don't know 
where to start". 

The des1gn and layout of a graz­
mg system isn't "rocket science, 
and each system needs to be 
adapted to type of land, type of 
hvestock and the needs of the pro­
ducer. But there are five guidelines 
that should be constdered when de­
stgnmg a grazmg system. 

Perhaps the most important 1tem 
to consider lS water. 

Water of course must be ava.ll­
able to hvestock throughout the 
system. It Is best to bring the water 
to the pasture instead of taking the 
livestock to the water. Try to keep 
the water no more than 600 to 800 
feet from the livestock. This will 
result m better forage utiliZation 
and better manure distnbution 
within the pasture. 

Many times the water lmes can 
be laid on the surface. Water Lines 
will need to be buried m pastures 
used for wmter grazing. Rural Wa­
ter 1s a potential water source in 
some parts of pastures or for a 
wmter water source. 

When looking for water sources 
and dlstributJ.on systems use your 
lffiagmation and don't limit your­
self to one system. 

Square pastures reqwre less fence 
and normally are better uulized 
than rectangular or irregularly 
shaped pastures. It isn't normally 
feasible, or practical to make 
square pastures m southern Iowa 
hills. But, try to make them more 
square than any other shape. 

Use the landscape to determine 
pasture boundaries. Look at a soil 
survey map of your pasture. Many 
tunes, m southern Iowa, soils can 
be grouped together by ndge, stde 
slope and small creek bottoms. 
This can help you select forage 
suitable for the soLI types. 

For example, alfalfa grows well 
on well drained uplands but can 
not survive on soils that may be 
wet during the year. By dividing 
pastures based upon landscape and 
soils you can target the forages to 
the site where they would be the 
most productive. 

When dividing the pasture tnto 
paddocks each pasture should offer 
the same total production. 

This might mean a paddock on 
the srdehill would need to be 50 
percent larger than a paddock lo­
cated on the ndge to g1ve the same 
producnon. If you have d1vtde the 
pasture by landscape thts can be 
done more easily. The final con­
stderatton 1s the use of lanes. 

$1399* 
or $35 a month 

1 4-hp ouerhead-ualue 
engme. 38-inch cutting 

width, Slandard headltghts 

1438GS SabreTM by John Deere 

90 
DAYS 
SAME AS 
CASH"' 

March /-July 6 

The 'incredibly affordable Sabre' by John Deere is 
certainly a moving experience. Sensibly priced. 
Designed by John Deere So move yourself to your 
local John Deere dealer and take advantage of the 
90--day financing option right now. 

DSG709 

McConn Equip. Co. 
Massena, Iowa • 800-543-7520 

'O!Ier ends July 6. 1998. ManulactureJ'uuggested retail price Prices may vary by dealer Taxes lrelght. setup, 
and delivery riot lnci\Jded .. OIIer ends July 6. 1998 S abject to approved credit on J( ''" Deere Credit 
RevoMng Plan. For non<ommerdal use. 10\ down p.~yment required II the balance Is not p.~ld In lull by the 
end o( Same As Cash promotional period Interest wtll be assessed from the original purchase date at­
A.P .R. wtth a$ O.SO per month minimum 

If there IS only one water point, 
lanes Will be necessary for the live­
stock to have access to water. In 
this case try to keep lanes on the 
contour as much as possible to re­
duce chances of gully erosiOn from 
cow paths. 

If water ts brought to each pad­
dock the need for lanes ts nurumal. 
It 1s 1mportant to try to lim1t the 
lanes for movement of livestock 
only. Continual use by farm 
equtpment can speed up gully ero­
ston problems. 

Perhaps the most important con­
Sideration as you begin to layout a 
grazing system is "be flexible". As 
mentioned earlier this Isn't "rocket 
science" and changes may need to 
be made m the future. 

Try to keep in mmd, as you are 
destgnmg the system, how changes 
and improvements can be made 
without having to change the entire 
system. 

Put Ideas on aenal photos and 
put flags in the pasture to see how 
It will look. Have other people 

Iowa farmland values 
continue to climb 

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -
Farmland pnces m Iowa are inch­
mg closer to levels seen before the 
fann cmis of the 1980s, accordmg 
to a survey of farm real estn te 
agents. 

Roger Poppen, chatrman of the 
Realtors Land Institute,s Iowa 
farmland price survey, Stll<l 

Tuesday, March 10, that prices m 
the state have more than doubled 
from therr low m 1987. 

" Everywhere, people are saying 
there is a lack of llstmgs of prune 
land. There are buyers avatlable," 
Poppen satd. 

Poppen,s group released Its 1M­
est survey Tuesday, showwg the 
land pnces have mcreased more 
than 4 percent m the past sax 
months and more than 9 percenr 
statewtde from a year ago, 

The gam brings Iowa pnccs 
Wlthtn 5 percent of pre-farm crists 
levels, according to the land 
sale'Smen. 

Oskaloosa Realtor L) le 
Stefering said he sees two oth(' r 
dnvmg forces behind the contmu~d 
cl1mb m farmland pnces: more 
people lookmg for acreages to get 
away from the c1ty and more look­
mg for land to buy as an invest­
ment. 

Stefenng satd he sees so many 
buyers Wee that, he has developed 
new categones to describe thetr 
purchases: residential farms and 
recreational farms. 

' 'People have more discrettonary 
mcome,' ' he said. 

S1efenng, prestdent of the f.1nn 
real estate group, said he does not 
belteve farmers are gettmg bn ck. 
mto the problems many faced 1n 
the 1980s when they overextended 
thetr credtt. 

" I don' t see any treptdatton 
about the fmanc1al costs hke \\ P 

had m the 1980s because It' s hard 
to buy anything too h1gh when you 
pay cash/, he sat d. 

The survey, conducted every SIX 
months, showed fannland pnces m 
Iowa rose 4.5 percent from 
September through February to :tn 
average of $2,414 an acre fM 
pnme cropland. 

Increases over the penod ranged 
from 1.3 percent m south-cent r:t l 
Iowa to 7.7 percent in east-centrnl 
Iowa. 

Pastureland m Iowa ts se llmg 
~ 

for an average of $613 an acre, 
wh1le timberland 1s gomg for 
about $452 an acre, according to 
the survey. 

If Plannine Your Future Were EasY ••• 

Farming is full of gambles. Don't make your farm 
insurance coverage one of them. 

Call our office today for a competitive quote on 
your farm insurance needs. 

Cass Mutual Ins. Assn. 
600 Walnut 

Atlantic, Iowa 

look at your ideas and see what 
they rrught offer. 

There is not any nght answer. A 
system that meets your needs and 
fits Within your management level 
is what 1s nght for you. If you 
have kept the five guidelines in 
mind and you are comfortable With 
the destgn you wiU make 1t work! 

How Will You 
Feed a -Hungry 
World? 

One thing is for sure, you 
can't do it without the 
Amencan farmer With 
world population at 5.5 
bilhon today and expected to 
reach 7 9 bLlhon by the year 
2020, American agnculture is 
stepping up to the plate to 
provide even more food and 
fiber Each farmer IS the 
picture of effictency, 
producmg enough food to 
feed 129 people every day. 

Farmers are usmg a 

combmation of htgh 
technology and mnovative 
cultural practtces to increase 
quantity and quality of 
output, whtle work.mg to 
protect our natural resources 
for future generatiOns. 

To order a commemorative 
Ag Day poster, 
calll-888-98AGDAY. 

Amen can Agriculture .. . 
Growing Tomorrows. 

National Agriculture Do 
March 20. 1998 

Subscribe to the 
Atlantic 

News-Telegraph 
243-2624 
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Contact these professionals for your Ag Service requirements. 
Tell them you saw their ad in the Atlantic Farm Monthly. 

FAGA Implement 
800-443-FAGA 
(515) 742-3282 

g~ lite~ If» 32 ~! 

Offering 24-Hour 
automated fueling. 

. 
Plus bulk fuel and propane deliYery, 
propane sammer fill & contracting. 

J 'l!_ I 
~T~ 
AMOCO I 

~ 

"Your New Holland Dealer" 
I ~ 

-
See Duane McFadden, Rrck Taste or Lonn Schlueter S2 in our Sales Department 

,, Lindeman Tractor, Inc. 
ravHOL.LAN) W. 7th Street • Atlantrc, lA • 712-243-3735 

• 

To 
• 

advertise 
in this 

section, 
call 

Connie 
or Jackie 

at 
i712-243-2624. 

Complete Parts Department 
and Auto Body 

Shop With The Latest In 
Equipment and Technology. 

Nevv & Used 
Cars & Trucks 

Wyman Inc. 
Griswold, Iowa • 712-778-2126 • Southwest Iowa Truck Headquarters 
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Join Us At Our 
Soi Fertility Seminar 

..- stoPbYour Feb. 18, 1998 
booth at the 
SW lA Focus 9-5 at 

~on Aariculture.--
~ Feb. 26th --...... Heartland Lab 
A & L Heartland Laboratories t:},1.l 
Dtd,rottd E~du,it tly to Prouui111g Quo Lily Anolyt1rol &rt £tt:J %;::t' resu~ 

~ll.ln13 

111 Linn Street Atlantic, lA 50022- 1-800-434-0109 • 712-243-6933 
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