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" "2 the tabulation 1s expressed the work of the SCS Teohaleians with District
soperators and with PMid.ythe association began offigially on July 1,

... . ‘- p i
Jantour lining 2759 687 356 acres—
Stirip Cropping Ay 60  aoves~
Pasturo Inpralopsht L, ok k1 acres—
wild life arca é é acres
Tree planting 3 LR 3 acres <
Ponds* y _ 1A mumberr <
Standard terraces 10 ey 1.0  miles”
Diversion Terraces 3 K1 ok wiles
Farm drainage 102 3L W acres
_ Tile swvey 292 79368 91860 Idneal feet

Drainage ditehes 1.2 o 1.3  miles
Jatarways constructed 6ol o5 649 miles
Applications roceived L9
Farms plasaed 18
Farms replanned b
Total muber of plans o Dess JL1951 219 Totaling 62701 acres

AV cooperation

Cooporadion is both received and glvea from PMA, FHA, 505, MW
and Veterans Adminlstration, !are information abou the extent of Lids cooperation
has been reeited in previous paragraphs of this repart, '

Ny

Y JOOKING ARZAD
mmmmmmummmw:cmn.cmym
Gomservation Distrist, q\%m more cortain astivities that will probably
mummtmmduuvmumm.mmmmm“
upen the amount of Soil conservation which will be applied in the Districts

——



This is a brief description of the organization of the Iowa County Soil

Conservation District and of the work it has dome in the calendar year of 1952,
The District was organized in June, 1945, but not until Yay, 1946, was the ﬁ.ﬂt
resident worker available.

The work of the District is adainistered by three commissioners who are
farmers within the couaty and who are elected by fara owners for ternms of six
yoars each. These terns are stagsered so that each two nuri a comissioner's

'.nr- expires and an election is held to fill the vacancy. Presently the coanie

“ssioners are Epwin J. Maas, chairman (1957), Henry 0. Morse (1955) and R. G,
Owen treasurer (1953). D. H. Zentaire, County Extension Director, is secretary
and Mrs, B4ith Bush is Office Helper. |

By agreement with Federal Soil Conservation Service (50S) that ageney
provides the technical service for those farmers who cooperate with the Dietrict.
During the year }of this report the District has had full tine service froa 508
Fara Planner R, H. Bush and Planner's Aild Mitehell Murphy. For about three
nonths during the summer State 4id Muedepohl was enployed on District funds to
help with the work load.

The initial plan of operation adovted by the commissioners called for the
technicians to work ﬁth those farners who were ready to adopt a five year program
of soil iaprovement for their individual farms. A fara plan is "’_‘:ﬁ of_mugo-
ment recommended for an individual faras. It includes an inventory of soil
fu,ounn and with thnt infornation as a foundation plane for rotations, fere
tiliger treatments, mechanical ﬁommﬂu pragtices,and livestock production
are developed. With the fara operators approval this plan is adovted and he
executes it as rapidly as circunctances will permit. The cost is nothing except

what the farmer is willing to spend on the farm to naintain or improve ite usefulness.

(nore)



This is the v Imate goal dut there are easy ¢ ps by which it aay be uhit'v'd..
Help is given to the man who isn't ready to juwp in all over but who wants to get a
little wbt by trying one conservation practice. He is an "initial" cooperator.

If this trail pleases him and he wants to go farther he can have help on
additional conservation practices and he becowes an "advanced" cooperator. Of course
the sost benefit can be had from the five year plan described above which nakes
the faramer who adopte it a "basic" cooperator.

Ll _Adainistration

District Commissioners neet each aonth of the year with 5CS persomnel teo
review 505 personnel work done and to plan for coming sonths. In addition they
Jhave been represented by one or wore of their musber in arvea or state nectinge.

“They adainister the higet made available o Districts by aporopriatioan fron state
funds, These funds are limited and this District has lived within its budget.

‘ Ubserving USDA instructions the somnissiomers cooperated with SCS5 and PMA in
providing todmiail assistance for making the ACP practice progran ome of real
conoqmtiol. ‘Ampﬂu their assignnent nlso as sembers of the County Agricultural
coniissioners m'upronnm in ten neetings of those bodies.

The ndnnti;'eof the "initial," “advaneed" and "basic" cooperator progran has
reduced umt the use previously made of work groups.

111 Kducation

Seil Qmomtiaa week in June was observed with a pudlic pasture and
forage tour fo several pédnts of interest on imana Society farms. Suitable
and nuont{ul plantings were noted on soils ranging from blow sand to swale.

A large pnhrc rebuilt with ladine elover and ancther field ylelding a heavy
growth ofv/ﬁipgl flog:mn and grasses for silage were visited. About 65 persons
attended the tour.

In the qﬁnt for increased corn acreage iz 1952 the District, as a part of
the Lﬂinltﬂral Hobilization Committee, agreed with S5CS, PYA, Fxtension and

(nore)



F, Hy A, that any a( tionmal acres should come from r 1l areas around the buildings

or fron pasture land that needed rebuilding anyway ani one year of cora bhefore
reseeding would be a good way to acecomplish re juvination. All were apposed to
converting rotation grass land to corn before its turn in the normal rotation.

The Distriet, together with other federal agricnltural agencies in the county,
helped prepare the recommendation for conservation practices that should be retained
in the PMA progran. Then when the time arrived to school PMA comaitteemen on
technical aspects of the approved practices the District, together with 505, Extémsion
and FHA, was represented in the discussion progran. A part of the instruction was
a viesit to a fara that had followed a fara plan for several years and to another
fara that had just adopted a farm plam. At each place 505 Farn Planner described
“work done and work yet to be done.

Y Fars Flaaniag
' Soil Conservation Service working through the Iowa County Soil Comservation

Distriet established 54 conplete soil and water comservation vlans on a total of

. 8121 acres in 1952.

In addition to these cowplete plans, 97 farmers with a total of 18474 acres
signed initial or advanced agreements with the Soil Conservation DMstrict requesting
soils naps and conservation guides. Most of these 1ntoni to develop these into
complete conservation places eventually,

During 1952 help was given in laying out 2753 acres for contour farming.
Instructions and aid were ziven in establishing 700 acres of iiproved pasture. 5.8
ailes of waterways, 5 erosion dans and 8 umtock water dass were layed out and
conpleted. lLayeout and supervision were gmn for the constmction of 1/& nile of
diversion and 2 miles of standard terraces.

Y MA Practice Inspection

In addition to the above, help was given on the technical vhases of ACP
practices on 596 faras with one or nore of these four stevs: (1) inspection of
gite and approval of need for practice, (2) layeout of work where technical
assistance was necessary, (3) supervision of installation of practices where

(more)



necessary and (4) approval or disapproval of the way in which praect  net standards

set up in the PUA docket for 1952. SC5 neither approved nor disapproved payments for
oractices,

Two hundred eighty six hours of techanicians tine and 12,684 ailes of travel
were used in servicing over 580 requests handed to the Soil Conservation Serviee by the
PHA as directed by the Secretary of Agriculture's Menoranduz 1278 of February 1951.

Of the 97 initial and advanced plans processed during the last year, 62 were
oj contacts made through A.C.P. work and 6 were through requests from V,H.A,

barrowers.
Twoevay active cooperation is maintained with SCS, PMA, FHA, Extension Service

-

~ani Veterans classes.

Do He Zentmive Brwin J, Maas
Secretary Chairnan
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' TOMA COUNTY SOTL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
COMMISSTONPRS RETORT = 1953

I=fistory and Owsanization
To many the histery of the Soil Conservation District in Iowa County

and its plan of organization are old stories, to many others it is new,
Tecause the Towa County Farmer goes to people in both groups that infore
mation is briefly repeated hcri.

The charter issued by the State of Towa te the Towa County Seil
Conservation Nistrict, the fifty fifth ome in Towa, bears the date of
June 22, 1945, Wot until May, 1946, 414 the irst resident worker become

available, This was hﬁn Planner R, He. Bush, representing the cooperation

 of federal Soil Conservation Service with the Soil Comservation District.

The work of the District is administered by three commiseioners vho
are farmers vifhin the county and who are elected by farm owners for terms
of six years each. These terms are staggered so that e#ah two years a
commissioner's term expires and an election ie held to fill the vaecancy.
Presently the commissioners are Trwin J, Moas, chairman (1957), Nenry G,
Morse (1955) and lambert J. Flwood (1959). D, M. Zentmire, County Fxtenw
sion Director, is ncreﬁry. v ,

By mnt with Pederal Seil Conservation Service (SCS) that agency
provides the technical service for those farmers who cooperate with the
District, Turing the year of this renort the District has had full time -
gervice from SCS Parm Planner R, ¥, Bush and Planner's Aid Mitchell Murphy .

and Obland weve
Tor about threoe months during th-‘m-or State aidsVincent ame evployed on
District funds to help with the worlk lead,
The goal of the Msirict is to have an approved five year cperating

plan on the farm of each cooperator. T™im goal can be reached by easy steps,

(more)



Help is given to the man who isn't ready to jump in all over but who wants

to get a little wet by trying one conservation practice. Ye is an "initial"
ecooperator. If this trial pleases him and he wants to go farther he Qn

| have help on additional conservation practices and he becomes an "advanced"
cooperator. Of course the most bcnnﬁt can be had from the five year plan
described above which makes the farmer who adopts it a "basie" cooperators

Il-Administration
District Commissioners meet on the third Monday of each month to

administer the affairs of the Dlstrict, Sittinz with the Commissioners

-

in an advisory capacity are the SCS personnel and the county Extension
_,:d:lr«nor. Commiseioners submit to the state soil conservation committee
for its approval the proposed District budget for state funds to de spent
_\dthin the county. After the budget is approved the Commissioners approve
expenditures therefrom, being careful that the buiget i® not overspent,

Again the commissioners have cooperated with SCS and ASQ by providing

technical assistance in making the ACF program one of real conservation,
A total of 1023 requests for such service was received,

The change to the "initial", "advanced" and "basic" cooperator program
has reduced though not wholly replaced the use previously made of work
groupse

dll-fducation

Seil Conservation Veek, June 14 to 20, was observed by supplyine the
news papers in the county with more than the usual amount of pudblicity on
on soil conservation. Just affer the close of the spooia,l week but consi-
dered here a part of it, the biennial election of a District Co{mnf'iom'r ;
was held on June 26, Two candidates, lLambert J. Flwood and Robert M, Hedges,
were nominated for the six year term beginning July 1, 1954, Balloting
among the 62 persons present at the meeting resulted in the election of
Elwood. Tor program mumbers the film "Soil Comservation Districts and Iowa

; People” was shown and Rex Conn, farm editor of the Cedar Rapids Gazette spoke.

(more)
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On September 9, after several posiponements, a lanl use field day was
held on the Amana Society farm at Rﬁmctnd.. On this farm are quite sandy
soils, badly worn soils and spouty areas. The farm manager and the SUS
technician have planned uses for these troublesome spots. Birdsfoot trefoil,
alfalfa, lespedeza, Reed canary, sand love grass, and other uncommon grasses
have been used with varied fertiliszer treatments., Results are varied too
but guite gratifying. One depleted area it planted to evergreen trees, A
spouty area isn't yet cured. Neld in conjunction with the field day but not

s & part of the SOS or Fxtension plamning were demonstrations of the use of
. Ghisel and a deep tiller to break up a clay-pan subsurface layer, Treate
ment broke 1t up currently but 1t remains o be seen hov soon the layer will
fuse again. M. D, Hughes and Dr, 'J. M, Schell from Iowa “tate attended,

_ About 80 people were yresent at the events

In addition to these educational events the county Extension §arvioo
carried on others, Included were five fertilizer test plots, testing for
lime requivement 473 soil samples from 229 farms and providing numerous
stories for newspaper publication. “ubmitted to the state laboratory for
complete soll tests were 603 samples,

At the state short course for Di-eﬂct commissioners ¥dward Kinsey,

a former district commissionor, was accorded recognition for having
executed a splendid conservation prozram on his owned acres,
IV=Farm Flanging

¥arm planning is a mtiming process., It involves not only starting
new cooperators on a& planned conservation vrogram but also inclndes
progreas checkeups with those who have their programs under way. Here are
gumary statements concernine this phase of district works

There have been 107 requests for farm plans duwring 1953,

On December 31 there were 63 apvlicante in the process of being
mapped, 117 have advanced to the planning stage where they will be helped

to plan and establish a solls and moisture comservation plan on their farms,
(more)



286 plans are completed and practices are being established as rapidly

as poseible.

It is the desire of the techniciane of the Soil Conservation “ervice

that as many cooperators as p&uﬂ:h be contacted each year in order to

observe their progress and give helpful suggestions as to their solving of

conserv-tion problems,

" Y=ACP Practice Insvection
Here is a tabular report of work done on the ACP conservation practices,

!ohlmﬂfA.c.P.reqmﬂl——--------—--------102’

éﬂ.lpdminlviuontM-------------------- 2’

_Help given in instalMng Work = = = == ==~ e o= === == ===~ 5

Tarms vhere work vas not certifiede v c v e v c c s v s e v c e wve s 15

Work Accomplished on above:
Terraces

Diversions

Vaterway Construction
Trosion Dans

TAvestock water dams
‘Contour Tarming

Tile

Drainage Ditchos--"111
Pasture Improvement

G'd§§mz‘:—~our'§

Amount
7126 Yoot
3379 Teet
10451 Cubic Yds.
4
6
6919 Acres
285199 TFeet
18909 Cubiec Yds.

280 Acres
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During the year three differeat clerics have been caployeds Dolores
Gunderson, Margaret Perren and Mary L, Davis, Lloyd Bickford served as
state alde intemsittently from April 1 to June 11, Hls pay came chiefly
fron compliance checking funds provided by 4.5.C.

Because 1t was being used so litile, the whirlwind terracer was
surrendared to the state soll conservation oomit.ue. It was reassigned
to O'Arien County, mhmmmthommwmfmﬁ.m.hl was
fiiven to the state committee,
©  ‘Bupenditures from Budgets Al and A2 for the districts fiscal year were
*0163.08 and $1953.01 respectively, In the Al budget this transfers a
balasce of §36.92 to the 19541955 fiscal budget, Mew fiseal year budgets
of §500,00 and §3220,50 were sumitted Lut approved by the state committee
for $500,00 and only $3000,00,

At different times the commssioners have talled of watershed
development possibilities in the county but no such projects have been
.dlfmuhlmhd.

Lambert Slwood represented the district at the District Commissioners
Short Gourse in Ames, The Commissionmers feel that the insreased work load
due to A.C,P, has caused considerable more need for technical ald in setting
up the practices with the cooperatars and working with the heavy equipment
operatars, It was thought that if the heavy equipment operators were °
contacted by the commissioners that they might wish to bear a small part of
this added cost to the District, rmmzmzobmdtovbalﬁwimmn
mmtmxsdlmdutammmy.

m‘%mﬁimm momorandum of understanding between the District and
federal 505 was studied and approved, Piled with the state commlttec was
this District's recommendation thats (a) the mmber of commssioners be
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{ considerable time is spent in helping the cooperator with establishment -

TF . of pragtices, The followlng work wes completed during 195kL,

Soll Swrveys 36 farms
‘ Gontour Layout 2982 acres
8trip Cropping 72 acres
Terraces 12,23 miles
Open Drainage Ditches , 2,05 miles
Waterways 5.65 miles
*  Diversioss Le56 miles

% Livestock Water Ponds ‘ 2

Erosion Dams ' 7

Conerete Erosion Control Sturetures 2
— | Pasture Improvement 153,0 acres
| Fleld Division | 1.1 miles
Surface Drains 3,60 miles
Contour Fencing | ol3 miles
Contour Pasture Furrows 540 acres

Fiftyeseven follow-up calls were made on cooperatars in order to help
them where needed to put thelir plan in effect successfully,
The work done in the past year is a fraction of that needed to stablise

andlmtheloas&mlmuwnwmmmlmcmmtyu&hm.
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TOWA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
COMMISSIONERS REPORT, 1955

ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION

Born June 22, 1945, the fifty-fifth district in the state, the Iowa County
So0il Conservation District first acquired the services of an SCS technician when
R. H, Bush reported for duty in May, 19L6. He still serves in that capacity and
has the help of Conservation Aid Mitchell Murphy. Lloyd Bickford served as
State Aid about three months, his pay coming chiefly from ACP funds,

This was the year for electing one Commissioner for two years to complete
the‘%erm of E, J, Maas (retired) and another for thé full six-year term to succeed
Edqé}d Kinsey, who was completing the term started by Henry Morse, Elected for
the first poéition was BEdward Kinsey and for the long term Robert Wallace.
Assistant Commissioners were continued with the appointment or reappointment of
Donald Fash, Howard Beyer and Glenn Banes. Kinsey was elected Chairman of the

““veorganized Commissioners, Earl Elijah was guest speaker for the election
meeting on June 30, SEN

The regular time for Commissioners meetings is the third Monday of each
month, and twelve such meetings were held during the year with an average
attendance of L.l Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners, Work Unit Con-
servationist attended 10 meetings, Aid Mitchell Murphy seven, Area Conser-
vationist Harlan Backhaus five, Treasurer Owen two and County Extension Director
D. H. Zentmire nine,

A change in Office Clerks became necessary when Mary L. Davis resigned
effective April 30, Beginning May 1 and completing the year, Dolores Gunderson
served as Clerk,

At Conservation events outside the County were these Commissioners:

Lambert Elwood at Marshalltown for ACP practice application



Donald Eash at Ames and Des Moines for Commissioners Short Course and
Commissioners Training School respectively
Edward Kinsey at Des Moines for Commissioners Training School
Robert Wallace at Des Moines for Watershed Conference
Jowa County winners in the Towa Farm and Home Register contest for effective
Conservation practices were these:
Div, I Owner-operator: Joe Lower, Parnell
Div, IT Landlord-tenant operation begun before 1953; Glenn Banes and
’ Leroy Banes, North #Znglish
,: Div, ITT ILandlord-tenant operation begun after 1953: Earl S, Bahr,
Ladora, and Ross Robey, Victor
During the 19511-1955 fiscal year, total expenditures in Budget 1A were
$536.92, and in Budget 2A a total of $2573.16. Approved budget figures for

- :
the 1955-1956 fiscal year were $500.00 in 1A and $3049.80 in 2A,

EDUCATION

The Towa County Extension Service, the Towa County Agricultural Stab=-
ilization and Conservation Committee and the Towa County Soil Conservation
District worked as a team to explain soil and water Conservation to Iowa
County farmers,

Three Conservation News Letters were sent from the District office during
the year, -

A special edition of the local paper with L pages devoted to Iowa County
Conservation pictures and stories was published during Soil Conservation Week,

A total of 38 Conservation stories from SCS and Extension Office have been

printed in County papers during the year,



The Commissioners divided the County and contacted 27 Ministers with

information concerning Conservation for a Sermon, As a result several gave a
Sermon on Soil and Water Conservation, during Soil Consexvation Week,

The second Land Judging Gontest was held by the Soil Conservation District
in May, Donald FEggerling won first and Donald Teggatz and Tom Slaymaker tied
for 2nd place in the individual class, Marengo won 1lst and Williamsburg 2nd
in the team division., Interest of teachers, pupils and parents were such that
the Commissioners have decided that it should be an annual affair and invite
the parents of the contestants to attend, |

-In order to better reach the women, 9 meetings with 131 attendance were
held in cooperation with the Iowa County Home Demonstration Agent to tell the
erosion problems ana the control practices recommended by the SCD and its
cooperating agencies,

Two educational meetings were held in February, One with the Machinery
Dealers and one with Contractors to discuss Conservation practices and the
obligations and problems common to both parties in the administration of the
District program.

Educational meetings held by Soil Conservation Service staff during 1955:

Type No. Attendance

AR.C. Comittee 6 79

Voc, Ag. & Vet Training 7 113

Civiec and Commercial 6 91 )
Farm Bureau Ladies 9 37

Contractors and Machinery Dealers 2 38

Annual Meeting 1 53

Tours ' 4 7

Demonstrations 2 30



Contests

Films Shown

New Plans

Basic Plans

Follow up calls
Revised Basic Plans
Farms Serviced
Contour Farming
Contour Strip Cropping
Pasture Improvement
Drop Inlet Structures
Toewall Structures
Ditech Construction
Ponds

Tile Drains

Terraces

Diversion Terraces
Open Drains

Drainage - Surface
Waterway Development

Contour Fencing

Draglines
Motor Patrols
Bulldozers

Tournapulls

1 61

10 140

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
L8
30
107 -

3

L3h

2030 'acres
11h acres
176 acres

1T

1

2,119 miles
4

180822 lineal feet
19.7 miles
5.30 miles
6.90 miles
10,22 acres
61.71 acres

326 rods

Equipment available in Jowa County:

16



Tiling machines 9
This equipment is considered as adequate to take care of the Conservation

work available in Iowa County.

OUTLOOK AND SUGGESTIONS FOR IOWA COUNTY

As we look to the future we find not as much capital to use on individual
farms, so the things we do musﬁ be practical and a direct benefit to the land
in the way of Soil and Water Conservation,

In Towa County, the members who want Basic Plans are growing in number. We
feel that we can get more Conservation on the land by an Advance Plan with a few
ConServation practices, then lead to a Basic Plan, Then ihe cooperator has a
more thorough knowledge of Conservation and the plan will be followed much better,

We plan future contacts with our old cooperators to refresh them on their

present plan and help with changes which should be made,
-

We wish to continue our F, F, A. Soil Judging Contest and also invite the
parents of these boys to be present when the contest is held,

.Plans are being made for Terracing Demonstrations for both the F. F. A,
and Lh-H Club boys.

The terracing program has just began to gain momentum in Towa County and
with the increase in interest we feel that more demonstrations are needed,

We are searching for a Watershed that would be workable,

As a whole interest in Soil and Water Conservation has steadily shown )

improvement over the past year and with working together with interested groups

we feel we can hold this steady improvement,

e

=7
Approved -_—, 1956

;dwardelnsey, Chairman 7
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In May the Ed Buhrmann farm was the site of the second annual land judging
sontest for vocational agriculture students from the Marengo and Williamsburg
schools, In addition to instructors Swanson and Roemerman, the cooperators
were John Highland and R, H, Bush from SCS and Wm, Oschwald, Robert Higgins and
D, H, Zentmire from Extension, The District provided the team prizes of $20 and
$10 and individual prizes of $10-5-3-2, Three stations were judged by the 28
boys from Marengo and the 32 boys from Williamsburg for a possible team score of
3000 points and a possible individual score of 300 points,

Team winners were Williamsburg 23153 points, Marengo 231l points, Indi-
vidual winners in order were Richard Schwarting (W) 2L3 points, David Dietrich
(W) 2)42%‘, Robert Novak (M) 2L0% and a tie between Floyd Neitzel (M), Morey
Willis (M) and Dwight Lorenz (W) 239% points. '

In the Marengo adult school, Area Conservationist Harlan Backhaus discussed
in the farm class the subject farm water supplied with especial reference to
pondg and irrigation, In another class session a panel composed of Commissioners
Robert Wyllace, Lambert Elwood and Edward Kinsey and Work Unit Conservationist
Rglph Bush discussed conservation practices that have really workdd in Iowa
Cm:q;by.

On invitation from the county ASC committee, the District, SCS and Extension
have helped choose conservation practices to be included in the ACP and then to
explain them to township committeemen,

Each issue of the Iowa County Farmer has been utilized to carry stories of
successful conservation established on farms, Usually one or more pictures of
onservation spots illustrate the stories, The Iowa County Farmer goes into
all farm homes and many town homes in the county.

Four newsletters have been sent to cooperators, Contents of these letters
was supplied chiefly by Commissioners and Mitchell Murphy.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

New Plans 56
Basic Plans 30
Follow Up 76

© Parms Serviced L93
Contowring 2078 acres i
Contour Strip Cropping 38 acres
Pasture Improvment 297 acres
Fish Pond Improvement 16
Wildlife Apea Improvment 1l
Dpop Spillway Structures 2
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IOWA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT
COMMISSIONERS REPORT, - 1957

ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION

1957 marked 12 years since formation of the Towa County Soil Conservation
District, During this period, serviece has been extended to T12 cooperators,

This was election year for the district to fill the expired term of
Ed Kinsey, who was not a candidate for re-election, Election was held at the
Farm Bureau Building at Williamsburg, Iowa, on July 22, 1957, with 47 present,
Candidates were Carter Atkinson and Howard Beyer, with Carter Atkinson being elected,

* Following the election, Commissioners and their terms were as follows:
Lambert Elwood - 19593 Robert Wallace, Opairman - 1961; and Carter Atkinson - 1963,
The Commissioners re-appointed two Ass t Commissioners - Donald Eash and
Howard Beyer, who also serves as Treasurer, and appointed Layton Riess to replace
Glenn Banes, Tne third Monday of each mont’.h was continued as the Commissioners

Persomel for the Dystrict are: Ralph Bush, Work Unit Conservationist;
Albert M. Murphy, Jr. Conservation Aid; Mrs, Clara Lacher, District Clerk; and
D.H,Zentmire, County Extension D,rector who serves as Secretary, Lloyd Bickford
continubd to assist during the rish season, working a total of six months,

Twelve commissioner meetings were held, with attendance as follows:
Wallace - 12; Kinsey - lij Elwood - 7; Atkinson - lj; Beyer - 10; Bash - 5; and
Riess = 1, The District was also represented at the Commissioner's Short-Course,
State Association Convention, 2 Bistrict meetings of Commissioners, district and
county A,.8.C. meetings, county teacher's tour, and extension meetings, assisting
with formation of the County Extension plan for crops and soils,

John Highland, in charge of the crew making a soil swrvey of Iowa County,
met regularly with the District Commissioners to advise of progress being made,
He was well pleased with the results of the Commissioner's suggestion to send
advance notice to farmers in the area where they were going to be working, as .
it practically eliminated the personal contacts to explain their presence, and speed
up the survey, Dale Shadle, Area Conservationist, attended 2 Commissioner Meekidpgs -
once, to present the Certificate of Merit to Mitchell Murphy for outstanding
service as a Conservation Aid, which the Commissioners and Persomnel felt was
highly deserved,



EDUCATION

Working together to put before farmers the story of soil and water
conservation has been the cooperative effort of the I,wa County Soil Conservation
District itself, Soid Conservation Service, Iow, County Extension Service,
Farmers Home Administration, Iowa County ASC, the rural schools and the publie
school vocational agriculture departments, While not all these groups worked
on all phases of the program presented, it is difficult and probably unimportant
to determine where one ageney left off and another took on,

Again the Dystrict sponsored a soil judging contest for the two
vocational classes the county, Williamsburg, and Marengo, Reasoning that
it would be most satisfactory if hbld during the school year, after students
and instructors had become acquainted with each other and yet not at a time
when other schoel affairs were extremely pressing, commissioners and instructors
‘Bet the date at Ocpober 22nd, The place was the Willard Maas farm in Troy
Towmship., Three stations were judged,

. The District provided cash awards of $20,00 and $10,00 for the team
placings (5 boys) with $10,00, $5.00, $3.00, and $2.00 for the first four
individual placings, Williamsburg was represented by LO boys, Marengo by 17,
Williamsburg won the team title with 1025 points out of a possible 1500, Marengo
was second with 1007 points, Individual rankings were these in order:

Dale Zuber (W) 227 points, DeWayne Crombaugh (M) 225 points, Daren Rathjen (M)
223 points and Ronald Vogt (M) 207% points, each out of a possible 300 points,

In addition to Instructors Roemermann and Swahson, these persons aided
with the contest: R.H,Bush and John Highland, SCS; Wm Oschwald and D.H.Zentmire,
Extension Service,

October Tth was the date ardanged for the public school teachers
conservation tour, Visiting several farms in the Parnell area were 18 rural
teachers and a number of rural students, all under the direction of R.H.Bush
and Mitchell Murphy, SCS.

Assistance by SCS Aid Mitchell Murphy was gilven when Extension Service
arranged a contouring demonstration and a terracing demonstration for L-H members
and their dads., Contouring was done on the Henry J. Meyer farm in Dayton {ownship,
The terracing demonstration on the S5.F.Sherman farm in Honey Creek township
featured the use of regular farm equipment in constructing terraces,

The biennial election meeting (results related in the administration
section of this report) on Jyly 22nd was the occasion for Dy, Browm, a Geologist
of the State University, to give the L7 persons present a graphic picture of the
under-surface water supplies in this part of the state, He gave information, too,
about state laws restricting the use of water,



Commissioners this year have felt there is educational value in
providing brief but terse printed metter concerning conserwvation needs
and possible satisfaction of these needs,

For Soil Conservation Week, May 26th to June 2nd, ministers in the
county were supplied with these booklets: "Soil Stewardship Week", and "Selected
Sermons on Soil Stewardship" and were asked to treat the subject in
their sermons on lMay 26th or June 2nd, Several did just that,

"Story of the Soil" was placed in all rural schools and "Why Soil
Conservation" was used in different rural urban meetings within the county,

Extension staff members made fertilizer-use recommendations based
on laboratory test reports and Extension staff members and Instructor
Virgil Roemermanwm made lime requirement tests, For fertilizer use, re-

“ commendations were made on 378 samples from 152 farms scattered throughout
all townships, 77 of them receiving their first test resulis, These figures
represent #n inerease over 1956 of 39% in samples and:35% in farms,

Lime ngnirensnt tests made by Extension persomnel totaled 783
samples from 36 farms spread through all townships, These figures are a
decrease wnder 1956 of 30.8% in samples and 26,3% in farms, Tnese percentages
do not reflect a wholly accurate picture of lime tesiing because we haven't
information about the volume of tests made by Virgil Reemermann,

Soil District Commissioners were ineluded ac menficrs of the
Extension committee developing an educational program in crops and soils,

The advice of District Commissioners was sought by ASC in choosing
the appropriate field practices to include in the 1958 ACP program,
Commissioners have expressed plainly their opinion that several of the
practices included, and for which eost sharing payments are available,
are not conservation practices but in reality production practices, It
has been difficult to find attentive ears in higher-level advisory and
administrative groups,

Two newsletters, composed by local authors have been mailed to

Distriet Cooperators and county newspapers, particularly the Iowa County
Farmer, have carried comservation stories supplied them,

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

It is felt that the year 1957 was a greater year for permanent
conservation practices than any previous year, lore terraces were constructed
which indicates people are becoming more interested in conserving oub
natural resource - THE SOIL,




New Plans L7

Basic Plans 26
Follow=up 86

Farms Serviced L,

Contour Farming 2819 Acres
Contour Strip Cropping 125 A res
Fish Pond Iygprovement 3

Wildiife Area Improvement 11 Agres
Drop Spillway Structures 2

Toe-wall Construction 11

Pohd Construction L2

Tile Drains 255,309 Lineal Fy,
Diversion Construction S.01 i,

Open Drains 13,394 Cu, Yards
Terraces : 21,96 Mmi,
Waterway Development 19421 Agres
Feneing 89 Rods

There were also 2 group drainage jobs completed this year, One
involved open drainage on 3 farms and the other job comprised of 2 farms
and included tile and open drainage,

Kathryn Schmeucker, daughter of Mr, and Mrs, E.J.Schmeucker,
represented Iowa County in the Queen of the Furrow Contest,

The State Conservation Commission purchased a 398 acre farm in
Sedtions 3, L, 9 and 10 of Honey Creek township, which they are developing
for a wildlife area, The Commission is working through the Iowa Coimty Seil
Conservation Dystriet in furthering the development of this area,

The following equipment is privately owned by reliable contractors
and considered adequate to take care of the conservation work that may become
available in Iowa County:



Draglines
Motor Patrols

L
l
Bulldozers 23
Tournapulls 3

Tiling Machines L
OUTLOOK AND SUGGESTIONS FOR 1958

The outlook for eomservation in the coming year is very good,
Work Unit Conservationist, Bush and Aid Murph§ report much preliminary
survey work completed on structures, waterways and ponds to be constructed
An the spring,
a Requests for cost sharing by early signers in the Agriculture
Conservation Program for 1958 indicate a big increase in requests for
the more permanent type practices for the conservation of soil and water,

» Much more contouring and strip-cropping should be done in this
District, progress on these practices is very slow, Some increase is
expected in 1958,

An effort will be made in an attempt to organize the first watershed
in our Dsystrict, located in Greene township, Special emphasis will be placed
on this project,

The Register and Tyibune Contest sponsored by the Commissioners,
Soil Conservation Service persomnel, and most of the banks in the District
should be helpful in promoting conservation,

Another soil judging contest has been planned for next fall for
the Vocational Agriculture classes, Assistance and encouragement should be
given the local schools in carrying out an active, educational program on
conservation of soil and water,

Continual cooperation of all the agencies in the Diystrict related to
agriculture, also the newspapers who have publicized the many news stories
and pictwres showing the terrific loss of soil and water for lack of proper
econservation practices and the achievements attained by the farmers, who
are taking advantage of the Soil Conservation Service and the Agriculture
Conservation Program; should encourage others to consider the importance of
complete soil and water conservation on their own farms,

Continuation of such measures to an even greater degree will insure
a bright future for the Iowa County Soil Conservation Dystriect.
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