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I01'11A COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
COr1HISSIONERS REPORT, 19.55 

ORGANIZATION AND ADI{[IISTRATION 

Born June 22, 1945, the fifty-fifth district in the state, the Iowa County 

Soil Conservation District first acquired the services of an SCS technician when 

R. H. Bush reported for duty in May, 1946. He still serves in that capacity and 

has the help of Conservation Aid Ivlitchell Hurphy. Lloyd Bickford s-erved as 

State Aid about three months, his pay coming chiefly from ACP funds. 

This was the year for electing one Commissioner for two years to complete 

the term of E. J. Maas (retired) and another for the full six-year term to succeed 
. 

Edward Kinsey, Who rms completing the term started by Henry Morse. ill_ected for 
---

the first position was Edward Kinsey and for the long term Robert ~'lallace. 

Assistant Corunissioners were continued with the appointment or reappointment of 

Donald Eash, Howard Beyer and Glenn Banes. Kinsey was elected Chairman of the 

':'eorc;anized Comrnissioners. .Earl Elijah was guest speaker for the election 

meetine on June 30. 

The regular time for Commissioners meetings is the third Monday of each 

month, and twelve such meetings 1'1Tere held during the year with an average 

attendance of 4.4 Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners. Work Unit Con-

servationist attended 10 meetings, Aid Mitchell Murphy seven, Area Conser-

vationist Harlan Backhaus five, Treasurer Owen two and County Extension Director 

D. H. Zentmire nine. 

A change in Office Clerks became necessary when Mary L. Davis resigned • 

effective April 30. Beginning May 1 and completing the year, Dolores Gunderson 

served as Clerk. 

At Conservation events outside the County were these Commissioners: 

Lambert Elwood at Marshalltown for ACP practice application 



Donald Eash at Ames and Des Moines for Commissioners Short Course and 

Co1nmissioners Training School respectively 

Edward KL~sey at Des Moines for Commissioners Training School 

Robert Wallace at Des Moines for Watershed Conference 

Io1~ County winners in the Iowa Farm and Home Register cbntest for effective 

Conservation practices were these: 

-

Div. I Owner-operator: Joe Lower, Parnell 

Div. II Landlord-tenant operation begun before 1953; Glenn Banes and 

Leroy Banes, North English 

Div. III Landlord-tenant operation begun after 1953: Earl s. Bahr, 

Ladora, and Ross Robey, Victor 

During the 19.54-1955 fiscal year, total expenditures in Budget lA were 

$536.92, and in Budget 2A a total of $2573.16. Approved budget figures for 

the 19.55-1956 fiscal year were '$500.00 in lA and ·$3049.80 in 2A. 

EDUCATION 

The Iowa County Extension Service, the Iowa County Agricultural Stab­

ilization and Conservation Committee and the · Io~va County Soil Conservation 

District worked as a team to explain soil and water Conservation to Iowa 

County farmers. 

Three Conservation News Letters were sent from the District office during 

the year. 

A -special edition of the local paper with 4 pages devoted to Iowa County 

Conservation pictures and stories was published during Soil Conservation Week. 

A total of 38 Conservation stories from SCS and Extension Office have been 

printed in County papers during the year. 



The Commissioners divided the County and contacted 27 Ministers with 

information concerning Conservation for a Sermon. As a result several gave a 

Sermon on Soil and ~iater Conservation, during Soil Conse~ation Week. 

The second Land Judging Contest was held by the Soil Conservation District 

in May. Donald Eggerling won first and Donald Teggatz and Tom Slaymaker tied 

for 2nd place in the individual class. 11arengo won lst and 1Villiamsburg 2nd 

in the team division. Interest of teachers, pupils and parents were such that 

the Commissioners have decided that it should be an annual affair and invite 

the ~arents of the contestants to attend • 

• In order to better reach the women, 9 meetings with 131 attendance were 

held in cooperation with the Io-wa County Home Demonstration Agent to tell the 

erosion problems and the control practices recommended by the SCD and its 

cooperating agencies. 

Two educational meetings were held in February. One with the Machinery 

Dealers and one with Contractors to discuss Conservation practices and the 

obligations and problems common to both parties in the administration of the 

District program. 

~ducational meetings held by Soil Conservation Service staff during 1955: 

Type No. Attendance 

A.R.c. Committee 6 79 

Voc. Ag. & Vet Training 7 143 

Civic and Commercial 6 91 

Farm Bureau Ladies 9 131 

Contractors and Machinery Dealers 2 38 

Annual Meeting 1 53 

Tours 1 7 

Demonstrations 2 30 



Contests 

Films Sho'Wll 

New Plans 

Basic Plans 

Follo1>J up calls 

Revised Basic Plans 

~ Farms Serviced 

Contour Farming 

-- Contour Strip Cropping 

Pasture Improvement 

Drop Inlet Structures 

Toe~vall Structures 

Ditch Construction 

Ponds 

Tile Drains 

Terraces 

Diversion Terraces 

Open Drains 

Drainage - Surface 

Waterway Development 

Contour Fencing 

ACC011PLISHMENTS 

Equipment available in Iowa County: 

Drag lines 

Jvlotor Patrols 

Bulldozers 

Tournapulls 

1 61 

10 140 

48 

30 

107 · 

3 

434 

2030 acres 

114 acres 

176 acres 

1 

1 

2.49 miles 

77 

180822 lineal feet 

19.7 miles 

5.30 miles 

6.90 miles 

10.22 acres 

61.71 acres 

326 rods 

2 

2 

16 

2 



I -

I 

Tiling machines 9 

This equipment is considered as adequate to take care of the Conservation 

work available in Iowa County. 

OUTLOOK AND SUGGZSTIONS FOR IO~'IA COUNTY 

As we look to the future we find not as much capital to use on individual 

farms, so the things we do must be practical and a direct benefit to the land 

in the way of Soil and Water Conservation. 

In Iowa County, the members who 1'fa.Ilt Basic Plans are growing in number. We 

feel . that we can get more Conse~:ation on the land by an Advance Plan with a few 

Conservation practices, then lead to a Basic Plan. Then the cooperator has a 

more thorough knowledge of Conservation and the plan ~11 be followed much better. 

We plan future contacts with our old cooperators to refresh them on their 

present plan and help vrlth changes 1~ich should be made. 

We ~dsh to continue our F. F. A. Soil Judging Contest and also invite the 

parents of these boys to be -present when the contest is held • 

. Plans are being made for Terracing Demonstrations for both the F. F. A. 

and 4-H Club boys. 

rrhe terracing program has just began to gain momentum in Iowa County and 

with the increase in interest we feel that more demonstrations are needed. 

We are searching for a Watershed that would be workable. 

As a whole interest ·in Soil and Hater Conservation has steadily shown 

improvement over the past year and with working together with interested groups 

we feel we can hold this steady improvement. 

Approved _...,?- .~ ~-~ 1956 





In }ny the Ed Buhrn'.a.nn farm was the site of the second annual land judging 
~ontest for vocational agriciuture E:~ iilident.s from the Harengo and tiilliamsburg 
schools . In addition to instructors !:h.Fmson and Roemerman , the cooperators 
were John Highland and R. H. Bush from SCS and t,Jm. Oschtiald, Robert Higgins and 
• H. Zentmire .from lilictension. The District provided the team prizes of $20 and 

"10 and individual prizes of f.;l0- 5-3-2. I'hree sta tions 1...,-ere judged by the 28 
boys .from Ifurengo a:1d the 32 boys from 1r1Uliamsbur;; for a possible team score of 
3000 points and a possible individual score of 300 points . 

. Team Hinners 1-1ere Williamsburg 2315~ points ·. Marengo 2314 points . Indi­
vidual Hinners in order w·ere Richard Sch\*-l.rting tH) 243 points , :Pavid Dietrich 
( W) 242~, Robert Novak (t1} 2h~ and a tie between Floyd Neitzel {~1) , Horey 
1villis (11) and Dwight Lorenz (itl) 239~ po:Lnts. 

In the Harengo a. dul t school, Area Conserva tionist Harlan Backhaus discussed 
in the farm class tho subject farm water supplied t'li th ·especial reference t 
pond~, and irrigation. In another class session a panel composed of Commissioner 
Robert ~Iallace , Lambert Elt,rood and Edward KLnsey and ~vork Unit Conservationist 
Ral ph Bush discussed conservation practices that have reall y t-torkdd in Iowa · 
County. --

n invitation from the county ASC committee, the District, SCS and Extension 
have helped choose conservation practices to be included in the ACP and then tn 
explain them to tovmship committeemen. 

Each issue of the Iova Co1.U1ty Farmer has been utilized to carry stories of 
ucc essful conservation established on farms ~ Usually one or more pictures of 
onservation spots illustrate the stories . The Io-va County Farmer goes into 

all farm homes and many totm homes in the county. 

Four newsletters have been sent to oooperators . Contents of these letter 
,as supplied chiefly by Commissioners and Hi tchell Murphy. 

ACC Ol>lPLISHl1EZ~TS 

New Plans 

Basic Plans 30 

Follot-v Up 76 

Farms Serviced h9.3 

Contouring 2078 acre· 

Contour Strip Cropping 38 acre 

Pasture Improvment 297 acres 

Fish Pond Im1~ovemcnt 16 

L'Jildlife Area Improvment 1 

Drop Spill-v;ay Structures 
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