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By ELIZABETH CLARKSON ZWART

WHEN EDWARD VIII abdicated to
become the Duke of Windsor, and his
brother Bertie succeeded him as
George VI, the new king was enthusias-
tically saluted by one minority that is
not often heard from — the stutterers
of the world.

George, himself, was one of them.

And no place did the new king's
speech problem excite more sympa-
thetic interest than in Iowa City, US.A.

There, in the University of lowa's
world-famed speech clinic, the students
listened en masse to George's [irst
broadcast speech.

When the last carefully cadenced
sentence had been heard from London
by radio, the lowa group relaxed

Then:

“At last w-w-e s-s-speak the
k-k-king's English!” one stutterer
stuttered

Proudly

For all.

e

THE ADDRESS BOOK: You can find
Robin Road in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire, if you're in a hurry.

o

IN TEXAS, George Washington
Frost was charged with the murder of
Woodrow Wilson Bullock.

Forty-odd years ago

I never did hear how the trial came

out
-]

HOW TO NAME the Baby: Mary Ball
Washington named her baby boy
George f[or her guardian, George
Eskridge.

» George Eskridge's namesake would
have been 247 years old, come next
Thursday

On his 241st birthday, a group of
children touring the Des Moines Art
Center stopped in front of the Gilbert
Stuart First President’s portrait and
sang “Happy birthday, George Wash-
ington, happy birthday to you.”

And that night when the curtain fell
on a Community Playhouse production
of "George Washington Slept Here,” a
big birthday cake was wheeled onstage,
and everybody — cast, stage staff,
audience and ushers — gave “"Happy
rthday, George Washington,” ev-
erything they had.

®

IF YOU would like to toast the
Father of Your Country next Thursday,
make a tureenful of “George Washing-
ton Soup” with lots of crabmeat, the
best cream you can find, the tiniest
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The front row

|

G-G-George the 5-5-Sixth.

meatballs, crisp bacon bits and a dice
of hardboiled egg
N
FRIGHT DISHES: A Mr. Puleston,
who seems to have spent too much time
at the table, describes monkey meat as
stringy and insipid, but, while hip-
popotamus meat is “generally coarse,”
some parts of the hippo are fairly good
eating.
I'll take tea and melba toast, please
°
IN GERMANY, a funeral is etn Let-
chenbegangmis — and what do you
suppose one of those would cost?
°
I HAVE always wanted to live on an
island.
But I've pever wanted to be an
island. That just isn't Donne.
°

A PROGRESSIVE NIGHTMARE:
The Buddhists don't take it easy. They
don't believe in a single hell — they
swear that there are 128 of them.

°®

THE OLDEST public park in the
United States is the Boston Common,
which i1s pretty commeon.

Its 48 acres were set aside in 1634
"for common use,” and that included
pasturing

For a long time.

But, as you have heard, Bostonians
grew snobbish. And for some time now,
they've been blackballing cows.

®

A DES MOINES woman who

suffered double whiplash, having been
whammed from the rear at two inter-
sections in nine days, says she isn't
afraid to drive, but she's scared to

death to stop.
°

LONG BEFORE Lord Palmerston
became prime minister of England, he
was introduced to a young woman
whose name was Mary Mee.

So he did.

®

BON APPETIT: A close relative of
Winston Churchill said that the great
man was “very fond of butterflies.”

But she gave no recipes.

@

WHEN a potential holdup man buys
a pair of pantyhose to wear as a nylon
mask, does he ask for his headsize or
his footsize?

°

EAVESDROPPING: "Are you
related to Molly Brown Griswold?" the
new woman in town asked another
woman at a cocktail party.

“Well — distantly,” the second
woman said. “She was my husband’s
first wife.”

°

YOU MAY NOT think of yourself as
a gifted person, but if you have a warm
smile or an infectious laugh, you have
your own little speck of genius.

{Elizabeth Clarkson Zwart's
column appears Monday through
Friday in The Des Moines Tribune,)
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In mid-January a “tractorcade” sponsored by
the Amencan Agnculture Movement (AAM)
leftt North Platte, Neb., headed for Washing-
ton, D.C. On down the road, hundreds of
other farmers joined the * ‘cade,” some from
the Dakotas and Wyoming, some from
Minnesota, some from the Southwest and a
few others from lowa. Their purpose — fto
lobby US. legislators for the following: (1)
Loan levels on all basic farm commodities set
al 90 percent of panty. (2) Sel-aside provi-
sions at a level to insure a balance between
supply and demand. (3) Legislabion to nsure
that meat imports be restricted until prices
reach 100 percent of panty, and that labeling
and samtation o1 meat imports be equivalent
to US. standards. (4) Importation of all raw
and processed agnicultural commodities to be
limited to a level to insure 100 per cent of
parity. (5) Reserves of agricultural commodi

ties should not be released to the market at
levels less than 100 per cent of panty. The
tractorcade expected to reach Washington by
Feb. 2. When Photographer Magdanz shot
today's cover photo, the two-mile string of
tractors was just west of Des Moines. The
date was Jan. 20. Fifty years ago, farmers
were saying they were in the same bind for
the same reason — low prices for their crops
and livestock. But they didn't form tractor

cades. They trnied to get the nation's
attenbon n other ways. To hnd oul how,
read George Mills' story beginning on page 4.
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Years of shame,

By GEORGE MILLS/Photo research by BOB DOYLE

{This year marks the 50th anni-
versary of the beginning of the
(sreat Depression and the economic
chaos that devastated rural
America. In this modern-day period
of “farm strikes” and “tractor-
cades,” histonian (George Mills, a
Jormer political wniter for The Des
Momnes Register, takes a look at the
early 1930s and a bloody, violent
moment in fowa hstory known as
the “Farmers’ Holiday.”)

It was February of 1929 when the
Iowa legislature passed a law that two
years later would be used as the excuse
to start a civil war in the farmlands of
lowa

Hostilities began in March of 1931,
and would last almost three years.
Heads were bashed, blood was shed,
bridges and property were demolished

One respected lowa judge was
threatened with castration and
hanging.

Desperate farmers — angry over re-
diculously low prices for their corn,
hogs and cattle — bunched into uncon-
trollable mobs to desecrate the courts
and the legislature

As many as 1,900 National
Guardsmen, armed with rifles,
bayonets and machine guns, were sent
into the normally peaceful countryside
to face potential battle with hundreds
of enraged farmers.

The first battles were known as the
“Cow War,"' buot they were only the
opening skirmishes in a much bigger
war — one that would be called a
bloody, shameful moment in lowa and
US. history known as the “Farmers’
Holiday."

The 1929 law required that lowa
farmers have all their dairy and
breeding cattle tested for bovine tuber-
culosis, and all infected animals were
to be slaughtered. Medical authorities
said that milk from such animals was a
source of the deadly disease in humans

The government paid farmers about
$60 per head for animals that had to be
killed, but the farmers said it wasn't
enough. Some claimed they were losing
as much as $130 per head.

On top of that, they said, the tests
were unreliable, caused abortions in
cattle, lowered milk quality and
reduced milk production.

Pockets of protestors gathered, and
Gov. Dan Turner served notice on them
on March 8, 1931, that the law would be
enforced.

But the next day a mob of 600
farmers stopped velerinarians [rom
testing the cattle of Jake Butterodt in
Cedar County. The following day,
farmer-pickets stopped the vets from
going onlo five other farms in the same
county.

The vast majority of lowa farmers
actually favored the TB testing, even in
the troubled areas, which led political
observers of the day to believe the Cow
War stemmed not from the cattle
testing but from a growing rage over
the low level of farm prices.

Agriculture had already suffered
through 10 years of low prices
following collapse of the World War I
boom in 1920. Thousands had lost their
land through mortgage foreclosures.
Desperate farmers were beginning to

fight back.
The unrest festered all spring and

summer of 1931. On Sept. 21, two vels,
under the protection of 65 law enforce-
ment officers, went to test the cattle of
Jake Lenker, who farmed 14 miles
south of Tipton.

Four hundred farmers were already
there, spoiling for a fight. “They’'ll test
my cattle over my dead body,"” Lenker
said. The militants “beat and bruised”
Dr. Peter Malcolm, the state veter-
inarian. They filled his car with mud,
broke the gas line, slashed the tires and
smashed in the windows. They slashed
the tires on several other cars.

Outnumbered six to one, the veteri-
narians and officers retreated. The
next day, Gov. Turner called out the
National Guard, 1,900 in number, and
declared martial law in Cedar County

The troops fanned out from Tipton,
convoying the vets to the protestors’
farms. They mounted machine guns
along the roads. Armed outposts were
set up. Sentries watched for mass
attacks, which never came. There was
no way the farmers could win, and they
knew it.

For all practical purposes, the Cow
War was over. Only one person
suffered a bullet wound in the whole
“war." A guardsman accidentally shot
himself in the foot.

Despite all the dust and smoke, lowa
was a leader nationally in acceptance
of cattle testing for tuberculosis A
1932 report, issued some months after
the “war” ended, said almost 1.5
million cattle had been tested in lowa
and only 24,328 were positive reactors,
or 1.68 percent of the total.

That ratio was far better than the 5.7

days of madness

Armed with rifles and machine guns,
the National Guard was called out to
quell a riot near Denison when
hundreds of angry farmers showed
up at a farm foreclosure sale in the
fall of 1933. The farm belonged to a
man named J. F, Shields.

percent found in a 1922 survey.

But peace on the farm was short-
lived.

Even while the 1,900 National
Guardsmen were fighting the Cow War,
1,500 farmers were meeting in the
lowa House of Representatives in Des
Moines. The Legislature was not in
session. The farmers were peaceful
Their subject was the price of corn.

They all promised to hold their corn
off the market until the price reached
60 cents a bushel. The average price
for corn throughout 1931 was a disas-
trous 28 cents a bushel, a big drop from
the 52 cents in 1930 and 73 cents in
1929. (Corn today is selling for about §2
per bushel.)

One lowa farmer in seven had lost
his land through foreclosure in the
1926-1931 period. The foreclosures
affected 33,000 farms and more than 5
million acres.

The sitvation wasn't only rural, of
course. It was estimated that unem-
ployment nationally was 12 million to
15 million, or perhaps 25 percent of the
work force.

By 1932, the suicide [igures for lowa
told a grim story. The national average
was 20.5 suicides per 100,000 popula-
tion, but three Jowa cities were in the
top 15 in the country in suicide rates

Cedar Rapids was fourth nationally
with 41.8 suicides per 100,000 popula-
tion, twice the national average.
Davenport was sixth with 37.6 suicides
per 100,000, and Sioux City was 15th
with 31.2.

The lowa Farmers Uinon compiled a
table showing the prices paid the
farmer on Aug. 8, 1932, and what IFU
said he needed to meel his costs of pro-
duction:

Prices Production

paid costs
Corn, bu. 22 cenls 92 cents
QOats, bu. 11 cents 49 cents
Hogs, cwi. 5385 $11.25
Eggs, doz 15 cents 35 cents
Butterfat, lb. 1B cents 62 cents

It was no wonder that militant
farmers joined the “Farmers’ Holiday
Association” and went “on strike.”
Farmer-pickets blockaded highways
and stopped trucks carrying farm com-
maodities to market.

Milo Reno was the man of the hour.

Milo was a thick-maned, one-time
lowa farmer who had trained for the
ministry. He was not only the Iowa
leader but also the president of the
national holiday association. He had a
ringing voice. He knew his Bible. He
wore a wide-brimmed hat, a red
necktie and horn-rimmed glasses.
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pickets stopped a Markell truck
bringing milk to the city. Gunfire broke
out. Markell was wounded fatally. Two
pickets and his two sons were wounded,
but they all recovered.

In another incident, 14 pickets were
hit by shotgun pellets fired from two
speeding cars late at night near
Cherokee.

Interestingly, the picketing did not
strengthen livestock prices at Sioux
City, nor did the highway blockades
seermn to reduce the numbers of hogs
reaching the various markets around
the country. Economist Lauren Soth,
later editor of the editorial pages of
The Des Moines Register and Tribune,
reported the hogs marketed in fowa in
July of 1932, before the picketing
began, totaled 750,000 head. Receipts
reached 804,000 head in August, when
the blockading had started, 787,000 in
September and 806,000 in October.

In other words, marketing continued
about at a normal pace despite the
rowdyism on the highways, and prices
paid for livestock didn't vary substan-
tially from one market to another

Even Holiday spokesmen conceded
they weren't getting the job done

"You needn’t think those fellows out
on the picket lines are dumb enough Lo
think they can raise prices of farm
products,” said E.A. Ellison of Lawton.
"But they have taken this means of
staging a protest and bringing the
situation to the attention of the people
of the nation ™

Henry A. Wallace, then editor of
Wallace's Farmer, and later vice
president of the United States, called
the whole “Holiday” movement “a
mere gesture without economic signifi-
cance except in the Sioux City
territory.” (Milk rose in price there
from 2 cents to 4 cents a quart.)

“But gestures of this sort sometimes
have far-reaching significance,’” he
observed .... "It may be that this
rather simple-minded gesture known
as the 'Farmers’ Holiday' will prove to
have greater significance than is
possible for economists and business-
meén to understand.”

The situation was seething Sept. 9,
1932, when governors of four states and
representatives from five others met at
Sioux City to discuss the ills of agricul-
ture. Governor Dan Turper, himself a
lifelong farmer except for his tempes-
tuous ventures into politics, played a
leading role in the tense conference.

An estimated 5,000 farmers and
sympathizers (including some Commu-
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nists) converged -on Sioux City. Jim
Russell, farm editor of The Register,
wrote:

“Displaying the American flag,
truckload after truckload of farmers
paraded through the streeis thronged
with the largest crowd that Sioux City
has known since Lindbergh was here.

“The dramatic display of temper of
the Farm Holiday members was
heightened by signs on trucks pro-
claiming ‘moratorium on our homes,’
‘demand production cost," ‘help
farmers get better prices' and ‘united
we stand, divided we fall.""

An attempt by Maurice Horner, a
Register photographer, to take a
picture of the farmers there led to
seizure of his camera and rough
handling of both him and Russell.
Horner said later:

“Russell and I went to a park in
Sioux City where all these farmers
were congregating. Jim pulled his car
down close 5o I could get a picture of
Mother Bloor on a hayrack talking to a
big bunch of farmers.” (Mother Bloor
was a widely-known Midwestern
Communist leader of the 1930s.)

“When I got up on the front of the car
to take the picture, they said: “There
they are' Kill the sons-of-bitches!” The
farmers left Mother Bloor standing
there and all came after us — hundreds
of them.

“They surrounded the car. They
shoved me into the car and kicked me.
They let me keep the camera at the
moment. | got a bruise out of the kicks.

“Then they lined up on the side of the
car where Jim was sitting at the wheel,
The window was down. They went past
and each took a poke at Jim as they
wenlt by. He didn't have a chance to put
the window up.

“Then they pulled me out of the car
and took the camera. They busted the
camera into pieces. A guy on the
running board said: ‘You sons-of-
bitches get outta here!' At ope point

e 1.
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they almost tipped over the car. It was
on two wheels. And somebody heaved a
big rock through the back window.
They were vicious

“I've never liked mobs since

“The crowd stood in front of the car
Jim asked me what he should do. 1 said,
‘Run over 'em! The crowd split and let
us by "

The punches Russell took on his left
ear damaged his hearing permanently
He was unable to hear in that ear the
rest of his life.

Russell and Horner drove back to the
Martin Hotel in Sioux City. News of the
attack had reached The Register via
the Associated Press

“Stuffy Walters, our managing
editor, phoned,” Horner said. “He
wanted to know how badly burt we
were and wanted us to go to the
hospital. Russell said, no, we were all
right

“Fifteen minutes later, eight
farmers came up to the hotel room and
wanted to apologize. They brought
back the camera in pieces. Russell
said

“ “You're too damn late to apologize.’
They left.”

By January 1933, lowa was. in the
throes of another violent year, The
Great Depression was close to its low
point. Corn brought only 14 to 15 cents
a bushel in nearby Sioux City. The top
price of hogs at the stockyards was
$2.90 per hundredweight, and $6.75 per
hundredweight was paid for the best
cattle

The banks, too, were having a tough
time. Nearly 350 state-chartered banks
had failed in lowa and were in receiv-
ership in 1933, an average of more than
three to a county. Hundreds more had
failed in the preceding years.

Insurance companies were on the
spot, also. They had accumulated $500
million in lowa farm loans, a huge
amount for the times. Any insurance
company failure likewise would have

-
P
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ABOVE: Protests like this were
witnessed not only In lowa but all
across the country during "'milk
strikes.'” At Elgin, i, in January
1934, farmers stopped a truck
carrying 75,000 gallons of milk and
emptied the cans onto the ground.
ABOVE RIGHT: This sign was posted
at the farm of Robert Foreman when
veterinarians went there to test his
cattle for tuberulosis. RIGHT: Farm-
er-pickets, some armed with clubs,
pulled this man from his car and
warned him not "to do it again"
when they thought he might be
trying to run the milk blockade at
Elgin, NI,

meant losses to families holding the
firm’s policies

The corporate giants weren't the
only ones under fire. Farmers who had
lent money to other farmers
sometimes faced mob threats, too. A
northwest lowa debt adjustment com-
missioner said

“The worst shylocks I've had to deal
with are farmers who hold mortgages
on other farms. They're far and away
less inclined to cut the principal for a
settlement than a bank or insurance
company. The individual wants the last
nickel, even if he sees he can't get it."

On March 13, 1933, 3,000 farmers
invaded the lowa Legislature. The
event was described later as “bloodless
but furious.” The legislators had been
in session two months, and the farmers
thought the lawmakers had been
dragging their feel in considering laws
for the relief of agriculture,

The intruders barged in and com-
pletely halted the legislative process in
both houses. A few farmers carried
pitchfork handles and ropes.

They especially wanted to get at
State Senator Mike Fisch, a Le Mars
Democral, because they didn't like a
bill he was sponsoring. They said they
were going to hang him over bbb
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the railing in the Capitol rotunda. Mike
wisely retreated by climbing up into
the Statehouse golden dome. The
farmers never did find him.

One of the blackest months in the
state’s history was April 1933. The
outrages committed in northwestern
Iowa at that time long will be remem-
bered.

Before April ended, a farmer named
Morris Cope jumped into prominence
for his leadership in two violent actions
in one day that caused a nationwide
revulsion.

April 27 was the fateful day.

Cope once told a sheriff: “"We're
going to stop these foreclosures, that's
all there isto it .. .. If I have to bloody
my shirt to get the job done, that's all

right with me."”

He bloodied more than his shirt.

The first omslanght took place at
Primghar, the county seat of O'Brien
County, 44 miles north and east of Le
Mars. The activist farmers called
themselves “‘Seventy-sixers' and
“"Minute Men,"” historic names from the
Revolutionary War.

“We were ordered to be ready at 7 in
the morning,” said Art Bock of Hinton
He took a load of passengers aboard his
truck at the Hinton Co-operative Oil
station. One witness said DDD

Mother Bloor, a Communist leader
of the 1930s, gave rousing speeches
to hundreds of farmers from the Le
Mars and Sloux City areas.
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Aword to
smokers

(@about nonsmokers and anti-smokers)

In the expressive jargon of jazz,
a lot of folks are “into” segrega-
tion these days— for smokers.

If you've ndden any planes
lately, you've found yourself
banished to the back of them,
last to be served, last to leave,

Here on the ground,
there’s a sudden sprouting of
“No Smoking” signs. And if, by
rmistake, you happen to hght up
in the wrong place, you get a
sharp reminder, annoyed frown
or cold shoulder.

‘When that happens, it's
easy to get the feeling you're
being picked on, and made to
feel ike a social outcast.

But there's another side to
thus.

In Seattle some time ago,
two restaurants trnied segrega-
tion— an area for nonsmokers.

After a month, one had
served 9,389 meals in the
smoking side, and only 21 in

the nonsmoker side. In the
other, of 17,421 custumers, only

23 asked to be segregated {rom
the smokers.

The point 1s that most
nonsmokers think smokers are
0.K. and they like to be around
us—when the choice is left up
to them.

So take heart.

That doesn't mean that the
tiny minonity of anti-smokers
are going to go away. They
won't. Some of them have very
sensible reasons for objecting.
Smoke bothers them. And a
discourteous smoker bothers
them as much as he bothers us
smokers. And then there are
people, perfectly rational about
everything else, who turn kind
of paranoid when a smoker
approaches.

We don't know what to do
about these anti-smokers any
more than you do—except to
treat them all with the courtesy
and kindness we deserve from
them.

[t works with our fmends,
the nonsmokers; it may also
work with the anti-smokers.

THE TOBACCO INSTITUTE

1776 K S5t. NW, Washington, 1]_ C. 20006
Freedom of choice
1s the best choice.
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the men started drinking corn liquor on
the way to Primghar.

Cope said: “"We weren't bad fellows
up there. We were good people, good
citizens.”

The purpose of the Primghar trip
was to prevent the foreclosure sale of
the 160-acre farm of John Shaffer near
Calumet to satisfy a debt of $7,400.

O'Brien County Sheriff Ed Leemkul
got wind of the plans. He swore in 22
deputies and armed them with pickaxe
handles. Leemkuil said the surly
visitors were armed with automobile
cranks, rocks, and ropes made into
NoGses.

“One fellow on the lawn shook a
noose at me as [ sat in my office,”
Leemkuil said.

The farmers crowded into the court-
house. Barring their way up the stairs
were the waiting deputies, three on
each step. Somebody came down the

stairs and shouted: “Everybody out,
fellows. We've made a settlement.”

Cope yelled: "Everybody stop where
you are! There's something wrong
here.” Then came the cry: “They're
selling the man's farm from the
balcony!”

The farmers charged the stairs and
ran into a storm of flailing axe handles
Eight or 10 farmers were injured, most
not seriously, according to reports. But
Cope took a hard rap on the head.

“A deputy hit me over the head and
fractured my skull,” he said. "I bled
out of my nose and ears.”

The farmers retreated but didn't
leave. The sale was completed
upstairs. O. H. Montzheimer, a
Primghar attorney, bought the farm
for the $7,400 figure. Still seething over
their setback, the farmers demanded
that Montzheimer come out and kiss
the American flag.

“I'll do it, if it will stop this riot,” he
said. He got down on his knees on the
courthouse lawn and kissed the flag. So
did some of the deputies.

Meanwhile, Cope was having trouble
with his aching head. “They carried me
over to a doctor's office,” he said. "I
had to have an X-ray in Hartley. 1 just
got a little tick on the head The doctor
bandaged me but warned: ‘You're hurt
worse than you think you are
Above all don't get excited.’ "

The most exciting hours of Cope's
life were just ahead. He disobeyed the
doctor and went back to Primghar,
splitting headache and all. He told the
farmers:

“Now what we should do, instead of

ABOVE: When attorney 0. H. Mont-
zhelmer bought a farm at a 1933
foreclosure sale Iin Primghar, |
farmars went on a ramage and |
demanded that he kiss the flag. He
did so; several deputy sheriffa (one
shown above) followed sult.

going around fighting deputies, getting
our skulls fractured, we should go in a
body down to Le Mars. We should ask
Judge Bradley to give us the benefit of
the doubt.”

C.C. Bradley was 54 years old, a
slender, “average-looking” man with
glasses, a wan smile and no whiskers.
He was a bachelor and the larget of
considerable gossip in LeMar-. It's
possible that busybodies had stirred up
resentment against the judge with talk
about his personal life.

Bradley had 15 foreclosure cases
pending but hadn't had time to study
them., He took his responsibilities
seriously, He was not the kind to be
pressured into anything.

Between 300 and 400 farmers
gathered at the baseball park in Le
Mars late in the afternoon. “Let's go up
and throw the fear of God into
Bradley,” said Cope. It was a little
before 5 p.m. Several men had already
had plenty to drink.

A. A Mitchell brought a hali-inch
rope with him. That rope came into in-
glorious use within the hour.

Bradley was in his office when the
first farmers entered the courtroom,
but he quickly took his place on the
bench. The room was crowded by the
time Cope got there. His bandaged
head made him more visible than the
rest.

What caused the final explosion is
not clear. Cope said he asked the judge
to apologize for a statement the judge
purportedly had made about farmers




some months before Also Cope quoted

the judge as saying: "l don’'t have to
listen to you farmers.” A voice in the
crowd said: “The hell you don't.”

Whether that exchange actually took
place is not known, but the farmers
jumped up and ran at the judge.

“They were piling on him right
away,” Cope said. “They were sur-
rounding him. Somebody was clipping
him on one side. Then somebody would
nick him from the other side.
Somebody hollered, “Take him out! and
out they went.”

Martin Rosburg of Hinton, another
ringleader, gave this version: “The
judge told Cope: ‘I overrule every word
you said,' and, Jesus Christ, five or six

ABOH‘E A I:ull on the E.C. Mitchell
farm at Tipton Is tagged as a
“reactor’” after the animal was
tested for tuberculosis. Mitchell Is
holding the rope. This scens was
recorded by Reglster Photographer
George Yates about a month after
the “"Cow War'' began.

guys grabbed him and pulled him off
the bench.”

The judge himself testified later:
“Six or eight men rushed at the bench,
dragged me through the courtroom and
down the front steps of the courthouse.
I fell once on the steps and someone
kicked me."

Cope said that when he went into the
hall “some big, tall, skinny guy DB D

Aword to

nonsmokers

(about smokers)

A great jazz musician once said
of his art, “If you don't
understand it, I can't explain it”

That’s the way it is with
smoking.

If you've never smoked, it
just looks puzzhing — the whole
ntual of hghting, puffing.
What's the point?

There's really no way to
explain it.

We've all heard from the
people who think the 60 million
Amernican smokers ought to be,
like you, nonsmokers. But even
those people know there's
something going on that
smokers like.

Maybe that’s the key to
the whole tobacco thing from
the beginning, It's a small ntual
that welcomes strangers, pro-
vides companionship in solitude,
fills “empty” time, marks the
significance of certain occa-

sibns and expresses personal style.

For some people. And by
personal choice, not for you.
That's the way it ought to be.
Whether your preference 1s
carrot juice or bottled water,
beach buggies or foreign cars,
tobacco smoking or chewing
gum or none of the above,
Personal style.

What we're saying is that,
like jazz or chamber music,

some people like it and some
don't. And most of you
nonsmokers understand that. It
would be a dull world if every-
body liked the same things.

The trouble 1s that some
people (anfr-smokers, as distin-
guished from nonsmokers)
don’t like those who march to
the sound of the different
drummer, and want to harass
smokers and, if possible, to
separate them from your com-
pany in just about everything.

And the further trouble is
that even the tolerant non-
smokers, and that’s most of you,
are honestly annoyed by the oc-
casional sniff of tobacco smoke
that's a little too pervasive.

It annoys us smokers
equally.

But it would be a shame if
we allowed a tiny handful of
intolerant anti-smokers, and a
small group of discourteous
smokers, to break up the
enjoyable harmony we find in
each other's personal style,

Maybe if we ignore them
both, they'll go away and leave
the rest of us to go on playing
together.

THE TOBACCO INSTITUTE

1776 K 5t NW., Wshingron, D.C. 20006

Freedom of choice
1s the best choice.

The Surgean General Has Deierminad

That Cigarette Smokin q 15 Uangetous to Your Health
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Farmers' Holiday
9449

had the judge on his hip, with feet and
k legs dangling.”

“The guy reached down and grabbed
the judge by the seal of the pants. The
Buy swung the judge over his head. 1
thought maybe he was going to drop
the judge over the railing onto the floor
below. That tile floor would have
broken every bone in the judge's body
Instead, the guy threw the judge on top
of the crowd. They pushed and tumbled
the judge down the stairs. That ride
didn’t do him any good."

Outside in the courthouse yard, the
farmers demanded that Bradley swear
he would sign no more mortgage fore-
closures. When the judge declined to
make such a pledge, he was “jerked
around and slapped.”

Cope said someone shouted: “Only
oneé thing to do with & guy like this is to
hang him" Another voice asked: “In
the courtyard or out in the country?"
Another voice: “Just as well take him
out in the country. There are ma-
chineguns in the sheriff’s office.”

The mob dragged the judge to the
southwest corner of the courtyard and
loaded lum into the Bock truck from
Hinton. Half a dozen or more farmers
climbed into the truck, too.

“We didn't know what to do with the
judge,” Martin Rosburg said later, “so
we decided to give him a little hair
tonic. There was half a pint of whiskey
under the front seal. We said to the
judge: 'Here's where you're going to
have a drink on us guys.""

Bradley said nothing and clenched
his teeth. Rosburg picked up a screw-
driver

"l pried his mouth open, you're damn
right,” Rosburg said, then he related
how he had poured liquor down the
unwilling judge’s throat.

“The way it turned out, that was the
best damn thing I ever did in my life,”
Rosburg said. “That guy had been in
the hospital right before that, and the
whiskey gave him a little stimulant."

Rosburg may have been right. One
report said Bradley suffered from
heart trouble, and another report said
he had been “in poor health for some
time’” and had suffered ‘'serious
illness” in thé preceding month

The farmers took the haggard judge
into the country a mile and a half east
of Le Mars. He "staggered and fell” as
he was taken off the truck. One witness
said he saw a man “push the judge over
two different times.”

An argument ensued over

bPbD
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Milo Reno (1935 photo).
“The time for pussyfooting

Martin Rosburg (1953 photo).
“We shouldn't have taken the judge out
there. We were crazy to do that.”

Morris Cope {-1953 phntﬁ}.
“We weren't bad fellows.
people, good citizens.”

.15 past

We were good
P DD
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whether Lo hang the judge or put a rope
under his arms and drag him behind a
car

Somebody put a blindfold on the
judge, who was on the ground. Several
of his assallants meanwhile had
covered the lower parts of their faces
with handkerchiefs.

The judge was pulled to his feet and
“a rope placed around his neck” and
thrown over an arm on an electric line
pole. He was given “a last chance"
severzl imes to agree to do as the mob
demanded, but he was firm in his
refusal. He testified later:

“I told the men 1 had to act
according to the law and uphold my
oath of office, They then put the rope
over something high, for when they
would pull and jerk, I could feel it
rubbing my neck. After I again refused
to accede Lo their requests, they forced
me Lo pray. While 1 was praying,
someone kept up a continual tugging on
the rope.”

The judge was pushed down on his
knees for the prayer. Perhaps the
crowd expected it to be a plea for
mercy. It was not. One report said he
prayed that "justice be done” and
another report said he promised "to do
the fair thing to all men to the best of
my knowledge. "

Rosburg offered another version. He
said the judge prayed that "we would
get beller prices and not lose our
farms."” Rosburg added: “Anyway, I
gave him a little kick. 1 said, ‘Judge,
come on, get up. You don't mean it,
anyhow." We really didn’t give him
much chance to start praying. | said,
‘Whiskey and prayers don't go together,
anyhow ' "

Somebody put a truck hubcap on
Bradley's head during the prayer, “and
oil and grease ran down his face”
Another assailant took Bradley's hand
and forced him to smear the grease
around his own face and head. Others
threw sand and dirt in his hair.

But be didn't yield. One farmer said
later, with obvious admiration:

“When you've got a rope around your
neck, and they tighten it, and your feet
start coming off the ground, and you
still don't give in, you've got nerve . . . .

“The judge had more guts than
anybody I ever saw "

The judge said that after the prayer
"someone took my Lrousers down and
there were threats of mutilation.”

Rosburg admitted in court that he
carried a knife to the scene and had

-
-'i.-r'
-t R i

ABOVE: Farmer-pickets stopped a
truck hauling livestock to market.
The exact date and place the photo
was taken is not known, RIGHT: The
Farmers' Holiday began to lose
steam after the government estab-
lished the corn loan program, under

_which farmers could have their corn

"sealed'’' on their farms and receive
a loan of 45-cents per bushel.

told the farmers he knew how Lo
castrate the judge. But that act was not
committed. Instead, the attackers
threw dirt and sand in his pants

At that point, the judge took an oath
lo serve justice faithfully, without
regard to personalities.

Suddenly, the attack was over. The
saven or eight men meost active in the
abduction “leaped into an auto and
sped away.” The rest of the crowd, who
did little more than cheer on the ring-
leaders, also scattered

Judge Bradley was left standing
alone. He "was ashen pale” His lips
showed traces of blood where he had
been struck, and his neck bore marks
from the rope. He was covered with
grease and dirt.

Cope gave this version of the final
moments: "I begged and pleaded with
them to let the judge alone. I said I was
the*spokesman and would be held re-
sponsible.

"I whispered to the judge: ‘This is a
terrible mistake. If you will
recommend leniency for these fellows,
not identify them personally, not single
them out, we will stop this’ The Judge
said: 'l will do it. I will make that
promise.’

“I then jerked the rope off his neck
and the bandage off his eyes. | said:
‘Let the man go. He's had enough pun-
ishment." "

Several farmers were said to have
offered the judge a ride back to town.
He refused such rides but allowed
Wilbur DePress, son of a clergyman, to
take him to the courthouse. He went to
his office and asked to be left alone. He
told newsmen: ‘I don't think I can say
anything tonight, boys.”

By then, Plymouth County Sheriff
Ralph Rippey had sent a telegram to
Gov. Clyde Herring (who had
succeeded Gov. Dan Turmer) saying
that the situation was beyond control of
civil authorities. Herring agreed, He
called out the National Guard and
declared martial law in bbb
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New discovery

bonds dentures
gum-tight

day

Thousands are discovering sea-sonp, the patented denture
adhesive seal that ends the problems of pastes and powders

Wafter-thin for I
tight fit
(\9 3
H"‘“\_‘__-_F__ —N j )
’_J'
g™ .h-",_
Fleece- o

Powerlul
soft '
adhesive
for comfort blended in

[ Can’t ooze or wash out
[ATasteless, odorless

A No messy clean-ups

TR CIODMEE b

DENTURE ADHESIVE SEALS

Just anncunced in U.S. Sea-BOND
Seals are hailed by European dentists
as a major breakthrough in denture
comfort and security. Tested and
proved in a leading American Uni-
varsity. SEa-soMD holds so firm it re-
sists loosening even when you bite
down hard. Tasteless, odorless, can-
naot ooze or wash oul.

The secret of SEA-BOND I5 a power-
{ul, all-natural adhesive from the sea,
locked in a convenient no mess seal
that holds dentures gum-tight all day.
Unconditionally guaranteed, Available
in uppéers and lowers wherever health
aids are sold,

B e ——————
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NEW 'PRIVACY SWITCH' CUTS
SOUND INSTANTLYI

Hare's & marveious new (nvention that cen
wpare you “embarrassing azperiences” snd
v you puah button convanlence. Called
SOUND SWITCH it replaces the mouthplecs
on your Islephone n ssconds — and
becomes your personal PRIVACY SWITCH.
Enables you 1o:

Hear your celler — withou! being heard.
You can speak o 8 third party confidentiaily
— while you still lislen to the caller
Elirmingts smbarvassing and rritsting bach.
gound noburs. Al Home — cul oul soumnd of
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Plymouth County. Herring sent 237
guardsmen to Le Mars,

The guard and martial law ended the
spectacular disorders in three
embattled northwest lowa counties.
Military arrests followed. Soldiers
arrested 45 men at Primghar, at least
63 at Denison. By May 6, 1933, a total
of 155 individuals were in custody in
connection with the upheavals.

Twenty-two pleaded guilty at
Denison. They got off easy. Each was
given one day in jail and a $50 fine

Cope, Rosburg and one Clyde Casper
all drew six-month sentences in the
county jail. They served three months,
and Herring suspended the final three
months. Cope and Rosburg also were
given one-year suspended sentences in
the penitentiary

A. A Mitchell, the only farmer to
stand trial, was convicted in a hearing
at Orange City and given a 30-day
sentence. He brought the rope that
went around Judge Bradley's neck.

The leaders in the attack on Judge
Bradley regretted what they had done,
yet they expressed belief they had
performed a distinct service to agricul-
ture everywhere by calling the
attention of the nation to the farmers’
troubles.

“l ain't sorry,” Rosburg declared 20
years afterward. "1 didn't commit a
erime, but I still say I'd never do it
again. We shouldn't have taken the
Judge out there. We were crazy to do
that. We didn’t hurt him. We didn't hurt
anybody. We should have given some
lawyers a good ride instead

Cope said 20 years later: “Our
troubles forced the people in the East
to look this far west to see what was
happening. It all helped. I thought it did
good. What we wanted was the cost of
production.”

Evidence of Communist activity in
the farm troubles around the Midwest,
including lowa, was undeniable

“Mother Bloor,”” an avowed
Communist, delivered rousing speeches
to farmers in Sioux City and Le Mars.
Her real name was Mrs. Andrew
Omholt, and she was from North
Dakota. Her son, Harold Ware, was
active in the Communist cause in lowa
and elsewhere, as was Lem Harris, an
eastern Communist,

lowa Attorney General Edward L.
('Connor reported this evidence of Red
activity: “We have also discovered that
a Communist center in Sioux City has
been actively engaged in egging on the
organization (presumably D>

Judge C.C. Bradley (1933 photo).
“...Someone took my trousers down."

Sherlff Ralph Rippey (1933 photo).
He defended his "no shooting” policy.

m
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the Farm Holiday Association). Many
engaged in terrorism of the district are
not themselves in financial difficulties.
They are mostly of the type that like to
make trouble.”

The Holidayers did, indeed, stir up a
lot of trouble and make a lot of noise,
but never did they enlist the active
support of anything like a majority of
lowa farmers. Even in Plymouth
County the number of rampaging
farmers was small.

The Le Mars Sentinel said fewer
than 10 percent of the Plymouth
farmers were involved in the Holiday
movement.

Some of the farmers may have been
unwilling members of the Holiday as-
sociation. Attorney General O'Connor
said military investigators discovered
in Plymouth and Crawford counties
that 75 percent of the farmers [in the
movement | were forced to Join, or
have their barns and haystacks
burned.”

In November of 1933, the Holiday
movement quickly lost its momentum,
for a good reéason. That was the month
the federal government began lending
farmers 45 cents a bushel, 12 or 15
cents above the market, on corn sealed
in their own cribs. It was part of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New
Deal.

Never have farmers before or since
been so enthusiastic about a federal
farm program. They couldn't lose. If
the price of corn stayed under 45 cents,
the farmers gave the government the
corn in full settlement of the loan.

If the price went above 45 cents, the
farmers could pay off the loan, sell the

corn on the open market and realize a
profit. And corn did go up, particularly
after the drought the next year

W. W. Hral of Pocahontas received
the first corn loan in the state. He got
$540 on 1,200 bushels. By Dec. 20, 1933,
more than $11 million had been
granted in corn loans. Tens of
thousands of farmers got loans in the
succeeding months.

Milo Reno and the Holiday Associa-
tion could no longer compete.

Milo bothered around for two or
three more years, but never was he
able to pick up momentum in farm
activism or the political arena again.
He died in 1936 at 70 years of age.

Judge Bradley, Sheriff Rippey and
farmer Cope were the principal unfor-
gettable characters in the Plymouth
County drama of 1933

Bradley never expressed anger or
vindictiveness toward his tormentors
He resigned his judgeship in December
of the same year, seven or eight
months after the mob action, and
moved to Des Moines. He accepted
appointment as trustee of the Royal
Union Life Insurance Co., then in re-
ceivership.

He died of a stroke at age 60 in 1939.

Rippey, now in his 80s, is living in re-
tirement in Sioux City. He has always
maintained that the ""no-shooting’”’
policy he followed in the dark days of
1932 and 1933 saved many lives.

Morris Cope recovered in a big way,
beginning in the 19405, from the
ravages of the Depression. He had a
reputation as an excellent livestock
feeder. He made a lot of money. Prices
shot up during World War Il and after-
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wards. He told of getting as much as
$39 per 100 pounds for cattle and
$28.50 for hogs, tremendous prices 30
to 35 years ago.

The 1933 attack on Judge Bradley is
a bad dream in Iowa history. The affair
had unreal gualities the day it
happened. Rome Starzl, editor of the
Le Mars Globe-Post, was on the scene
4s a newsman:

"“We watched the faces of the crowd
surrounding the milling nucleus of the
mob," Starzl wrote. “Many of them
wore queerly frightened expressions.
Everywhere were pale grins and
anxious eyes.

“"Even some of them who were
actively handling the judge seemed
strange, moving about like automatons,
or like self-conscious actors who knew
many eyes were on them. Their eyes
sought approval and mutual support

“One gathered that this business was
distasteful to them, but they were
impelled by a destiny they could not
resist .. . . Experts in crowd psycholo-
gy might explain it. We have seen birds
do the same thing — set upon some
unlucky individual and sometimes kill
it, for no valid reason.

“It must be some form of madness." O

BELOW: Members of the American
Agriculture Movement organized a
"tractorcade’ In late January to call
attention to the group's effort to
obtaln higher loan rates on corn and
other grains. This photo was taken
east of Councll Bluffs. The string of
tractors was two miles long by the
time It reached Des Molnes on Its
way to Washington, D.C.
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