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The front row 

By ELIZABETH CLARKSON ZWART 

WHEN EDWARD VIII abdtcated to 
become the Duke of Windsor, and Ius 
brother Bertie succeeded him as 
George VI , the new lung was enthustas· 
llcally saluted by one minority that is 
not oft.en beard from - the stutterers 
of the world. 

George, hunself, was one of them. 
And no place did the new lung's 

speech problem exCite more sympa­
thet.Jc mterest than m Iowa City, U.S.A 

There, ID the UruversJty of Iowa's 
world-famed speech clutic, the students 
listened en masse to George's first 
broadcast speech. 

When the last carefuUy cadenced 
sentence bad been beard from London 
by radio, the Iowa group relaxed 

Then 
" At las t w-w-e s-s-speak the 

k -k - luno's F.:noto.sh•" one stutterer 
stuttned 

Proudly 
For all • 
THE ADDRESS BOOK: You can find 

Rohan Road 10 Portsmouth, New 
Hampshtre, tf you're m a burry. 

• 
IN T EXAS, George Wasbtngton 

Frost was charged With the murder of 
Woodrow Wilson Bulloclt. 

Forty-odd years ago 
I never did bear bow the tna1 came 

out 
• 

HOW TO NAME the Baby: Mary Ball 
Washington named her baby boy 
George for her guardian, George 
Eskndge 
~ George Eskrtdge's namesake would 
have been 247 years old, come next 
Thursday 

On biS 241st buihday, a group of 
chtldren tounng the Des Moines Art 
Center stopped ID front or the Gilbert 
Stuart F\rst President's portrait and 
sang "Happy btrtbday, George Wasb­
angton, happy birthday to you" 

And that rught when the curtain fell 
on a Communaty Playhouse production 
of "George Waslungton Slept Here," a 
btg btrthday cake was wheeled onstage, 
and everybody - cast, stage stair, 
audaence and ushers - gave "Hapw 
lnrthdau. GeMge Washington," ev­
erytlung they bad 

• 
IF YOU would like to toast the 

Father of Your Country next Thursday, 
make a tureenful or "George Wasbtng· 
ton Soup" WJth lots of crabmeat, the 
best cream you can find, the ttruest 

meatballs, crisp bacon bats and a dice 
of bardbotled egg 

• 
FRIGHT DISHES: A Mr. Puleston, 

who seems to have spent too much ttme 
at the table, describes monkey meat as 
stnngy and insipid, but. wbtle lup­
popotamus meat is "generaUy coa.rse," 
some parts or the hippo are fatrly good 
eabng 

I'll take tea and melba toast, please. 

• 
IN GERMANY, a funeral is em Lel-

chenbegangno.s - and what do you 
suppose one or tlwse would cost? 

• 
I HAVE always wanted to live on an 

ISland 
But I've never wanted to be an 

ISland That JUSt ISD't Donne. 
• 

A PROGRESSIVE NIGHTMARE: 
The Buddhists don't take it easy. They 
don't believe ID a single bell - they 
swear that there are 128 of them. 

• 
THE OLDEST public park in the 

United States lS the Boston Common, 
wb1ch lS pretty common. 

Its 48 acres were set aside m 1634 
" for common use," and that mcluded 
pastunng 

For a long time. 
But, as you have beard, Bostoruans 

grew snobbiSh And for some lime now, 
they've been blackballing cows. 

• 
A DES MOINES woman who 

suffered double wh.iplasb, haVIng been 
whammed from the rear at two mter­
sections in nine days, says she isn't 
afraad to drive, but she's scared to 
death to stop. 

• 
LONG BEFORE Lord Palmerston 

became prune minister of England, he 
was mtroduced to a young woman 
whose name was Mary Mee. 

So he did. 
• 

BON APPETIT: A close relattve of 
Wmston Churchill said that the great 
man was ''very fond or butterflies" 

But she gave no recipes 
• 

WHEN a potential holdup man buys 
a patr of pantyhose to wear as a nylon 
mask, does be ask for Ius beadsue or 
hiS footsue? 

• 
EAVESDROPPING· " Are you 

related to Molly Brown Grnwold?" the 
new woman in town asked another 
woman at a cocktail party 

" Well - distantly," the second 
woman said. "She was my husband's 
f1rst wife." 

• 
YOU MAY NOT tlunk of yoursell as 

a gtfted person. but il you have a warm 
smale or an lllfectious laugh. you bave 
your own tittle speck or genius 

(Elizabeth Clarkson Zwar t's 
column appears Mondau through 
Fnday m The Des Momes Tnbune.) 

N~----------------------------------------------------------------·--------------~ 

PICTURE 
OES MOfNES SUND AY A EGfSTER8 F EL 11. tm 

FEATURES 

4. Farmers' Holiday George Milts 
Photo research by Bob Doyle 

DEPARTMENTS 

2. The front Row Elizabeth Clarkson Zwart 

STAFf 

EDITOR/Charles .lacbe1 llettiH 
ART OIR£CTOR/Relll• C. Li11 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/ Daft Peterw1 
LAYOUT ARTIST/ IIItJ lltl11flhtt 

Poclurt miiiaz•nt welcomts conlllbuhoftl from rts 
rudtrs, but The Rfll$ler Will &SSUrne no re5!10ft$1bohly 
for sud1 conlnbulrons. ~ rtlum of <Nt!lllf rs d<oslrtd, a 
sbmped. sdf.addri!SSfld tnYdope mUll bt tndostd 
Math~~g address rs 115 locust Sl, Des Mornn ~ 
50304 

(Copyncht 1979, Des Momts Recrsttt and lnbune 
Company All ,.tits rtsentd.) 

In mad-January a 'tractorcade" sponsored by 
the Amert<:an Agnculture Movement (MM) 
left North Platte. Neb , headed for Wash1ng· 
ton, O.C On down the road, hundreds of 
other farmers )Otned the " 'cade," some from 
the Dakotas and Wyommg, ~ome from 
Mtnnesota. some from the Southwest and a 
few others from Iowa The~r purpose to 
lobby US. legtslators for the followtng (I) 
loan levels on all baSJc farm commodtltes sel 
al 90 percent of panty (2) Set aSide provt 
s10ns at a level to msure a balance between 
supply and demand. (3) legtslabon to •~re 
that meat tmports be restncted unbl pnces 
reach I 00 percent of panty and thallabehng 
and samlallon of meat 1mports be equtvalent 
to US standards (4) ImportatiOn of all raw 
and processed agncultural commod11les lo be 
hm1ted to a level to msure I 00 per cent of 
panty (5) Reserves of agncultural commod1 
l tes should nol be released to the market al 
levels less than 100 per cent of panty The 
tractorcade etpected to reach Washtngton by 
Feb. 2. When Photographer Magdanz shot 
loday's cover photo, the two-m1le stnng of 
tractors was )USI west of Des Mo1nes The 
date was Jan. 20. F1fty years ago, farmers 
were saying lhey were tn lhe .ame bind for 
the same reason - low prtees for thelf crops 
and livestock. But they didn't form tractor 
cades They tned to gel the nation's 
attenllon an other ways To ftnd out how, 
read George Mtlls' story beg1nnmg on page 4 
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By GEORGE M ILLS/ Photo researc h by BOB DOYLE 

(Tins uear marks the 50th anm­
versartl of the beginmng of the 
Grea r DepresSlO'TI and the economtc 
chaos that d evastated rural 
Amenca . In this modem-<tau penod 
of " form stnkes" and " trac tor­
cades," hiStorian George MiUs, a 
f ormer polittcal writer for The Des 
Momes Regaster, takes a look at the 
earl11 1930s and a bloodl/, VtOlent 
moment m Iowa htSWrl/ known as 
the " Farmers' Holtdau ") 

It was February of 1929 when the 
Iowa legJSiature passed a law that two 
years lat.er would be used as the neuse 
to start a Civil war in the farmlands of 
Iowa 

Hostltiues began in March or 1931, 
and would last almost three yea rs 
Heads were bashed, blood was shed, 
bndges and property were demohshed 

One respected Iowa judge was 
threatened w1th castr ation and 
hangtng. 

Desperate farmers - angry over re­
dJculously low prices for the1r com, 
hogs and cattle - bunched tnto uncon­
trollable mobs to desecrat.e the courts 
and the legiSlature. 

As many a s 1,900 Nallonal 
Guards men, armed wllh nfles, 
bayonets and machine guns, were sent 
mto the normally peaceful countryside 
to face potential battle with hundreds 
of enraged farmers. 

The first battles were known as the 
"Cow War," but they were only the 
openmg skumtShes in a much bagger 
war - one that would be called a 
bloody, shameful moment in Iowa and 
U S history known as the "Farmers' 
Holiday " 

The 1929 law reqlllred that Iowa 
farmers have all thei r datry and 
hreedang cattle tested for bovtne tuber· 
culosis, and all mfect.ed animals were 
to be slaught.ered. Medical authorities 
sa ad that milk from such animals was a 
source of the deadly disease 10 humans 

The government paid farmers about 
$60 per head for animals that bad to be 
lolled, but the farmers said 1t wasn't 
enough Some clatmed they were losmg 
as much as $130 per bead. 

On top of that, they said, the tests 
were unreliable, caused abortions tn 
cattle, lowered milk quahty and 
reduced milk production. 

Pockets of protestors gathered, and 
Gov. Dan Turner served notice on them 
on March 8, 1931, that the law would be 
enforced. 

But the next day a mob of 600 
farmers stopped veterinar ians from 
teslmg the cattle of Jake Butt.erodt an 
Cedar County. The followmg day, 
farmer-pickets stopped the vets from 
goang onto five other farms in the same 
county. 

The vast majority of Iowa farmers 
actually favored the TB testing, even in 
the troubled areas, wluch led polillcal 
observers of lhe day to believe the Cow 
War stemmed not from the cat tle 
testing but from a growing rage over 
the low level of farm pnces. 

Agncultore bad already suffe red 
through 10 year s of low price s 
following collapse of the World War I 
boom m 1920. Thousands had lost thetr 
land through mortgage foreclosures 
Ocsperat.e farmers were beginning to 
hght back. 

The unrest festered all spnng and 
summer of 1931. On SepL 21, two vets, 
under the protection of 65 law enforce­
ment officers, went to test the cattle of 
Jake Lenker, who fanned 14 rmles 
south of Tipton. 

Four hundred fanners were already 
there, spollmg for a figbL ' 'They'll test 
my cattle over m y dead body," Lenker 
sa1d The militants "beat and brwsed" 
Or Pet.er Malcolm, the stale veter­
manan They filled his car wath mud, 
broke the gas line, slashed the tires and 
smashed m the windows. They slashed 
the tires on several other cars 

Outnumbered six to one, the veteri­
narians and officers retreated The 
next day, Gov. Turner called out the 
National Guard, 1,900 in number, and 
declared martial law m Cedar County 

The troops fanned out from T1pton, 
convoyrng the vets to the protestors' 
farms. They mounted maclllne guns 
along the roads. Armed outposts were 
s et up . Sentries watched for mass 
attacks, which never came. There was 
no way the fanners could wtn, and they 
knew 1L 

For all practical purposes, the Cow 
Wa r was over. Only one person 
suffered a bullet wound in the whole 
"war " A guardsman accadentally shot 
htmself m the fooL 

Despit.e all the dust and smoke, Iowa 
was a leader nationally in acceptance 
of cattle testing for tuberculosiS A 
1932 report, issued some months after 
the " war " ended, saJd almost 1. S 
nullion cattle bad been tested tn Iowa 
and only 24,328 were posli.Jve reactors, 
or 1.68 percent of lhe total 

That ratio was far bet t.er than the 5.7 

ess 

Armed with rlfiH and m ach ine guns, 
the National Guard was called out to 
quell a riot near Denison when 
hundreds of angry farme rs showed 
up at a farm foreclosure sale In the 
fall of 1933. The farm belonged to a 
man named J. F. Shields. 

percent found in a 1922 survey. 
But peace on the farm was sbort­

!Jved. 
Even while t he 1,900 Na tional 

Guardsmen were figlJting the Cow War, 
1,500 fanners were meeting in the 
Iowa House of Representatives tn Des 
Motnes. Tbe Legislature was oot 1n 
session. The fanners were peat:elul 
Their sub,JCCt was the pn ce of corn 

They all proiillSed to bold their corn 
off the market until the pn ce reached 
60 cents a bushel. The average price 
for com throughout 1931 was a disas­
trous 28 ceots a bushel, a big drop fTOm 
the 52 cents tn 1930 and 73 cents in 
1929 {Corn today is selling for about $2 
per bushel.) 

One Iowa fanner in seveo bad lost 
his land tbrouglJ foreclosure tn the 
1926-1931 period The foreclosures 
affected 33,000 farms and more than s 
milllon acres.. 

The situation wasn't only rural, of 
course. It was estimated that unem­
ployment nationally was 12 million to 
IS million, or perb;.ps 25 percent of the 
work force. 

By 1932, tbe suicide figures for Iowa 
told a grim story. The natlonal a verage 
was 20.5 suicides per 100,000 popula­
tion, but three Iowa cities were in the 
top 15 in the country tn suicide rates. 

Cedar Rapids was fourth nationally 
w1th 418 swcides per 100,000 popuJa­
lloo, twice the nationa l average 
Davenport was sixth Wllh S7 .6 suic1des 
per 100,000, and Saoux City was 15th 
With 31.2. 

The Iowa Farmers Uanon complied a 
table showing the pr ices pa1d the 
farmer on Aug. 8, 1932, and what IFU 
S3Jd be needed to meet his costs of pro­
duction: 

Pricei Production 
paid costs 

Corn, bu. 22 cents 92 cents 
Oats, bu 11 cents 49 cents 
Hogs, cwL $3.85 Sll 25 
Eggs, doL 15 CHitS 35 cents 
Butterfat, lb. 18 cents 62 cents 

It was no wonder that m1htant 
farmers joined the " f armers' Hobday 
Assocaa hon" and went "on strike " 
Farmer-pickets blockaded highways 
and stopped trucks carrytng farm com­
modities to market. 

Milo Reao was the man of the hour. 
Milo was a thick-maned, one-time 

Iowa fanner who had lraioed for the 
mirustry. He was oot only the Iowa 
leader but also the presiCieot of the 
national holiday &SSOCJabon. He bad a 
ringing voice. He knew his Bible. He 
wore a wide-bnmmed bat, a red 
necktie and horn-rtmmed glasses . 

~L-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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packets stopped a Markell truck 
bringwg milk to the CJty. Gunfire broke 
out Markell was wounded fatally. Two 
p1ckets and Ius two sons were wounded, 
but they all recovered. 

In another mc1dent, 14 packets were 
hit by shotgun pellets fired from two 
speeding cars late at rught near 
Cherokee. 

Interestingly, the packeting dJd not 
strengthen livest.ock pnces at Sioux 
C•ty, nor did the highway blockades 
seem to reduce the numbers of bogs 
reaching the vanous markets around 
the country. EconomiSt Lauren Soth, 
later ed1tor of the edltorial pages of 
The Des Moines Register and Tribune, 
reported the bogs marketed In Iowa in 
July of 1932, before the picketing 
began totaled 750.000 bead Receapts 
r•ac~ 8M.OOO bead o.n August_ when 
the blockadmg had sUirted. 787,000 in 
September and 806,000 1n October 

In other words, marketing continued 
about at a normal pace despite the 
rowdyism on the highways, and prices 
paid for livestock didn't vary substao­
bally from ooe market to another. 

Even Holiday spokesmen conceded 
they weren't getting the JOb done. 

"You needn't tbmk those fellows out 
on the packet lines are dumb enough to 
thank they can raise prices of farm 
products," said E A Elhson of Lawton. 
"But they have taken tlus means of 
staging a protest and bringing the 
situation to the attention of the people 
of the nauon " 

Henry A. Wallace, then editor of 
Wallace's Farmer, and later vice 
presadent of the Uruted States, called 
the whole " Hohday" movement "a 
mere gesture without economic Signifi­

cance except •n the Sioux City 
temtory." (Milk rose 10 price there 
from 2 cents to 4 cents a quart.) 

"But gestures of thiS sort sometimes 
have far-reaching significance," he 
observed ... " It may be that tlus 
rather sunple-minded gesture known 
as the 'Farmea~· Hobday' will prove to 
have greater significance than is 
possible for econorrusts and business­
men to understand " 

The situation was seething Sepl 9, 
1932, when governors of four states and 
representatives from lave others met at 
SIOUX City to discuss the ills of agricul­
ture. Governor Dan Tu.rner, himself a 
Lifelong farmer except for Ius tempes­
tuous ventures mto polltics, played a 
leadmg role in the tense conference. 

An estimated 5,000 farmers and 
sympathizers (mcluding some Commu-

• 
• 

DISts) converged on Saoux City Jun 
Russell, farm editor of The Register, 
wrote 

"Dasplaying the Ameracan flag, 
truckload after truckload of farmers 
paraded through the streets thronged 
w1t.b t.be largest crowd t.bal S•oux City 
bas known since Lmdbergb was here. 

'The dr~tic diSplay of temper of 
the Farm Hohday members was 
heightened by s1gos on trucks pro­
clalmmg 'moratorium on our homes,' 
'demand production cost,' 'help 
farmers get better pnces' and 'united 
we stand, dlvided we fall ' " 

An aUempt by Maunce Horner, a 
Reg1ster photographer, to take a 
p1cture of the farmers there led to 
seizure of Ius camera and rough 
handhng of both him and Russell 
Horner sa ad later: 

"Russell and I went to a park m 
S1oux City where all these fanners 
were congregating. J im pulled his car 
down close so I could get a picture of 
Mother Bloor on a bayrack talking to a 
big buncb of farmers ... (Mother Bloor 
was a widely-known Madwestern 
Communist leader of the 1930s ) 

"When I got up on the front of the car 
to take the pacture, they sa1d; 'There 
they are! Kill the sons-of-bitches! ' The 
farmers left Mother Bloor standing 
there and all came after us - hundreds 
of them 

"They surrounded the car They 
shoved me into the car and kicked me. 
They let me keep the camera at the 
moment. I got a bruise out of the kicks. 

"Then they lined up on the SJde of the 
car where Jim was sitting at the wheel. 
The wmdow was down. They went past 
and each took a poke at Jim as they 
went by He didn't have a chance to put 
the wmdow up. 

''Theo they pDlled me out of the car 
and took the camera. They busted the 
camera anto pieces A guy on the 
running board said. 'You sons-of­
bitches get outta here! ' At one point 

J - ---
they almost tipped over the car It was 
on two wheels. And somebody heaved a 
big rock through the back wmdow 
They were VICiOUS 

"I've never liked mobs SIDce. 
"Tbe crowd stood in front of the car. 

J am asked me what be should do. I sa•d, 
'Run over 'em'' Tbe crowd sphl and let 
us by 

Tbe punches Russell took on Ius left 
ear damaged hiS hearing permanently 
He was unable to bear in that ear the 
rest of hiS life. 

Russell and Horner drove back to the 
Martin Hotel in Saoux City News of the 
attack bad reached The RegiSter via 
the AssoCJ.ated Press. 

" Stuffy Walters, our managmg 
ed1tor, phoned,'' Horner saad " Re 
wanted to know bow badly burt we 
were and wanted us to go to the 
bosp1tal. Russell said, no, we were all 
right 

" Fifteen manutes later, eaght 
fanners came up to the hotel room and 
wanted to apologue. They brought 
back the camera in paeces. Russell 
said 

"'You're too damn late to apologize.' 
They left ... 

By January 1933, Iowa was· m the 
throes of another violent year. The 
Great Depression was close to Its low 
pomt Corn brought only 14 to 15 cents 
a bushel 10 nearby Sioux City The top 
pr1ce of bogs at the stockyards was 
$2.90 per bundredweght, and $675 per 
hundredweight was paid for the best 
cattle . 

Tbe banks, too, were having a tough 
bme. Nearly 350 state-chartered banks 
had failed in Iowa and were in receiv­
ership in 1933, an average of more than 
three to a county. Hundreds more bad 
failed in the preceding years 

Insurance companies were on the 
spot, also. They bad accumulatC(i $500 
m1llion an Iowa farm loans, a huge 
amount for the times. Any Insurance 
company failure likewise would have 

ABOVE: Protests like this were 
wltneued not only In Iowa but all 
acron the country during "milk 
strikes." At Elaln, Ill., In January 
1934, farmers stopped a truck 
carrylna 75,000 aallons of milk and 
emptied the cans onto the ground. 
ABOVE RIGHT; This slgn was ~ted 
at the farm of Robert Foreman when 
veterinarians went there to test his 
cattle for tuberulosls. RIGHT: Farm­
er-pickets, aome armed with clubs, 
pulled this man from his car and 
warned him not "to do It again" 
when they thought he might be 
trying to run the milk bloeUde at 
Elgin, Ill. 

meant losses to families boldlng the 
flf1ll's poliCies 

The corporate giants weren 't the 
only ones under fare. Farmers who had 
lent money to other farmers 
sometimes faced mob threats, too A 
northwest Iowa debt adjustment com­
rrussaooer wd 

' 'Tbe WOI"'l sbyloclls fve bad to deal 
with are farmers who bold mortgages 
on other farms. They're far and away 
less mcllned to cut the principal for a 
settlement than a bank or insurance 
company. The mdivadual wants the last 
nickel, even if be sees be can't get it." 

On March 13, 1933, 3,000 farmers 
Invaded the Iowa Legislature Tbe 
event was described later as "bloodless 
but furious" The leglSlators bad been 
m sessJon two months, and the farmers 
thought tbe lawmakers bad been 
dragging their feet in considering laws 
for the relief of agriculture. 

The Intruders barged in and com­
pletely halted the legislative process in 
both houses. A few farmers carraed 
pitchfork handles and ropes. 

They espec~ally wanted to get at 
State Senator Mike Fisch, a Le Mars 
Democrat, because they didn't like a 
bill he was sponsoring. They said they 
were going to bang him over I> I> 1> 

~ ~---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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the railing lD the Capitol rotunda Mike 
wiSely retreated by climbing up into 
the Statehouse golden dome. The 
fanners never did find him. 

One of the blackest months in the 
state's history was April 1933 The 
outrages committed in northwestern 
Iowa at that lime long will be remem­
bered 

Before April ended. a farmer named 
Mo!Tlli Cope Jumped IDto promlDence 
for hiS leaderslup in two violent actions 
10 one day that caused a nationwide 
revuls1on. 

Apnl 27 was the fateful day 
Cope once told a sheriff· "We're 

going to stop these foreclosures, that's 
all there IS to 1t U I have to bloody 
my shirt to get the JOb done, that's all 

r1g.ht with me." 
He bloodied more than hiS slurt. 
Tbe first onslaagtlt took place at 

Primghar, the county seat of O'Bnen 
County, 44 miles north and east of Le 
Mars. The activist farmers called 
themselves " Seventy-sixers " and 
"Mmute Men," historic names from the 
Revolutionary War 

"We were ordered to be ready a t 7 In 
the morning," said Art Bock of Hulton 
He took a load of passengers aboard Ius 
truck at the IDnton Co-<>perative 011 
station One witness sa1d I> I> I> 

Mother Bloor, a Communist leader 
of the 1930$, gave rousing speeches 
to hundreds of farmers from the l e 
Man and Sioux City areas. 

• 
, .. . --
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A word to 
smokers 

(about nonsmokers and anti-smokers) 
In the express1ve jargon of jazz, 
a lot of folks are "mto" segrega­
tion these days-for smokers. 

If you've ndden any planes 
lately, you've found yourself 
barushed to the back of them, 
last to be served, last to leave. 

Here on the ground, 
there's a sudden sprouting of 
kNo Smokmg" stgns. And 1f, by 
m1stake, you happen to hght up 
m the wrong place, you get a 
sharp remmder, annoyed frown 
or cold shoulder. 

• When that happens. it's 
easy to get the feeling you're 
bemg picked on, and made to 
feel like a soc1al outcast. 

But there's another s1de to 
this. 

ln Seattle some time ago, 
two restaurants tried segrega­
tion-an area for nonsmokers. 

Mter a month, one had 
served 9,389 meals m the 
smoking side, and only 21 m 
the nonsmoker stde. In the 
other, of 17,421 customet :., only 
23 asked to be segregated from 
the smokers. 

The pomt 1s that most 
nonsmokers thmk: smokers are 
O.K. and they bk:e to be around 
us-when the choice IS left up 
to them. 

So take heart. 
That doesn't mean that the 

tiny mmonty of anti-smokers 
are going to go away. They 
won't Some of them have very 
sens1ble reasons for obJecting. 
Smoke bothers them. And a 
discourteous smoker bothers 
them as much as he bothers us 
smokers. And then there are 
people, perfectly rational about 
everythmg else, who tum kind 
of paranoid when a smoker 
approaches. 

We don't know what to do 
about these anti-smokers any 
more than you do-except to 
treat them all with the courtesy 
and kindness we deserve from 
them. 

It works With our fnends, 
the nonsmokers; it may also 
work With the anti-smokers. 
THE TOBACCO INSTITUTE 
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Farmers' Holiday 
<3<3<3 

the men started dnnlung com liquor on 
the way to Pnmgbar. 

Cope sa1d "We weren't bad fellows 
up there. We were good people, good 
c11.Jzens." 

The purpose of the Primghar trip 
was to prevent the foreclosure sale of 
the 160-acre farm or John Shaffer near 
Calumet to sai.Jsfy a debt of $7,400 

O'Brien County Shenff Ed Leemkwl 
got Wind of the plans. Be swore In 22 
deputies and armed them with p1ckue 
handles Leemkuil said the surly 
v1s1tors were armed with automobile 
cranks, rocks, and ropes made Into 
nooses. 

"One fellow on the lawn shook a 
noose at me as I sat m my off1ce," 
Leemkwl said 

The farmers crowded mto the court­
bouse. Barrmg thetr way up t.lle stairs 
were the waibng deputies, three on 
each step Somebody came down t.lle 
staurs and shouted. "Everybody out, 
fellows. We've made a setUemenL" 

<Ape yelled "Everybody stop where 
you are! There's something wrong 
here." Then came the cry: "They're 
selling the man's farm from the 
balcony!" 

The farmers charged the stallS and 
ran mto a storm of flailing axe handles 
Etght or 10 farmers were inJured, most 
not senously, accordmg to reports. But 
<Ape took a hard rap on the bead. 

"A deputy bit me over the bead and 
fractured my skull," be said. " I bled 
out of my nose and ears." 

Tbe farmers retreated but d1dn' t 
leave The sale was completed 
upstatrs. 0 R Montzbe1mer, a 
Pnmghar attorney, bought the farm 
!or the $7,400 figure. Still seetbtng over 
lbeir setback, Ute farmers demanded 
that Montzbetmer come out and kiss 
the American flag 

" I'll do !t, tltt will stop thJs not," be 
sa1d. Be got down on Ius knees on the 
courthouse lawn and lussed the flag So 
dJd some of the deputies. 

Meanwhile, <Ape was having trouble 
with his aching head ''They carried me 
over to a doctor's office," be said " I 
had to have an X-ray m Hartley. I JUSt 
got a IJtUe tick on the bead. The doctor 
bandaged me but warned: 'You're burt 
worse than you tbmk you are. 
Above all don't get uclted.'" 

The most excillng hours of <Ape's 
life were just ahead. He disobeyed the 
doctor and went back to Primghar, 
splltung headache and all He told the 
farmers· 

"Now what we should do, instead of 

ABOVE: When attorney 0 . H Mont­
zhelmer boueht a farm at a 1933 
foreclosure sale In Prlmehar, 
farmers went on a ramaee and 
demanded that he kiss the flae. He 
did ~; aneral deputy aherlffa (one 
shown above) followed suit. 

gomg around fighting deputies, getting 
our skulls fractured. we should go m a 
body down to Le Mars We should ask 
Judge Bradley to give us the benefit of 
the doubt " 

C.C. Bradley was 54 years old, a 
slender, "average-loolting" man w1th 
glasses, a wan snu.le and no wluskers 
He was a bachelor and the target of 
considerable gossip in LeMar" It's 
possible that busybodies bad stirred up 
resentment agamst the Judge with talk 
a bout his personal life. 

Bradley bad IS foreclosure cases 
pending but hadn't bad lime to study 
them He took his respons1b1lities 
senously. He was not the ltmd to be 
pressured mto anything. 

Between 300 and 400 farmer& 
gathered at the baseball park in Le 
Mars late m the afternoon "Let's go up 
and throw the fear of God mto 
Bradley," said <Ape. It was- a little 
before 5 p.m Several men bad already 
bad plenty to drink. 

A. A. Mltcbell brought a baU-mch 
rope with him. That rope came Into in· 
glorious use Within the hour 

Bradley was in his office wben the 
first farmers entered the courtroom, 
but be quickly took Ius place on the 
bench The room was crowded by the 
time Cope got there. His bandaged 
bead made him more visible than the 
rest. 

What caused the final explosion IS 

not clear <Ape s;ud be asked the Judge 
to apologlze for a statement the JUdge 
purportedly bad made about farmers 

l 

~---------------------------------------~ 



some months before. Also, Cope quoted 
the judge as saying. " I don't have to 
listen to you fanners " A voice lD the 
crowd said "The bell you don't." 

Whether that exchange actually took 
place IS not known, but the farmers 
jumped up and ran at the JUdge. 

"Taley were plliDg on him right 
away," Cope said. ''They were sur­
rounding him. Somebody was clipping 
him oo one side. Then somebody would 
nick him from t he ot her side. 
Somebody hollered, 'Take b1m out!' and 
out they went." 

Martin Rosburg of ffinton, another 
ringleader , gave this version: "The 
judge told Cope: 'I overrule every word 
you said,' and, Jesus Christ, five or s~ 

ABOVE: A bull on the E.C. Mitchell 
farm at Tipton Is tagged a a 
" reKtor" after the animal was 
tested for tuberculosis. Mitchell Is 
holding the rope. This scene was 
recorded by Register Photographer 
George Yatn about a month after 
tfla " Cow War" began. 

guys grabbed b1m and pulled lwn off 
the bench" 

The JUdge himself testilied later: 
"S~ or eight men rushed at the bench, 
dragged me through the courtroom and 
down the front steps of the courthouse. 
I fell once on the steps and someone 
kicked me." 

Cope said that when be went Into the 
ball "some big, tall, skinny guy t> t> t> 

A word to 
nonsmokers 

{about smokers) 
A great jazz musician once said 
of tus art, Mlf you don't 
understand it, I can't explain it." 

That's the way it IS with 
smokmg 

If you've never smoked, tt 
JUSt looks puzzling-the whole 
ntual of hghtmg, puffing. 
What's the point? 

There's really no way to 
explain it. 

We've aJl heard from the 
people who think the 60 million 
American smokers ought to be, 
like you, nonsmokers. But even 
those people know there's 
something going on that 
smokers like. 

M aybe that's the key to 
the whole tobacco thing from 
the beginmng. It's a smaJl rituaJ 
that welcomes strangers, pro­
vades companionship in solitude, 
fills Mempty" ttme, marks the 
sagnificance of certain occa-
saons and expresses personal style. 

For some people. And by 
personal choice, not for you. 
That's the way at ought to be 
Whether your preference is 
carrot JUice or bottled water, 
beach buggtes or foreagn cars, 
tobacco smokmg or chewmg 
gum or none of the above. 
Personal style. 

What we're saymg is that, 
like jazz or chamber music, 

some people like at and some 
don't. And most of you 
nonsmokers understand that. It 
would be a dull world if every­
body liked the same things. 

The trouble IS that some 
people (ant1-smokers, as dlsttn­
guashed from nonsmokers) 
don't like those who march to 
the sound of the different 
drummer, and want to harass 
smokers and, if possible, to 
separate them from your com­
pany in JUSt about everything. 

And the further trouble as 
that even the tolerant non­
smokers, and that's most of you, 
are honestly annoyed by the oc­
casionaJ sniff of tobacco smoke 
that's a little too pervasJVe. 

It annoys us smokers 
equaJiy. 

But it would be a shame af 
we aUowed a bny handful of 
intolerant anta-smokers, and a 
smaJI group of dascourteous 
smokers, to break up the 
enJoyable harmony we find in 
each other's personal style. 

Maybe af we tgnore them 
both, they'll go away and leave 
the rest of us to go on playmg 
together. 
THE TOBACCO INSTIT UTE 
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Farmers' Holiday 
<3<3<3 

had the JUdge on Ius bip, With feet and 
legs danghng" 

" The guy reached down and grabbed 
the judge by the seat of tbe pants. The 
guy swung the JUdge over bLS head I 
thought maybe he was gomg to drop 
the judge over the rallmg onto the floor 
below That tile floor would have 
broken every bone 1n the Judge's body 
Instead, the guy threw the JUdge on top 
of the crowd They pushed and tumbled 
the JUdge down the sta1rs That nde 
d1dn't do hun any good." 

Outs1de m the courthouse yard, the 
fanners demanded that Bradley swear 
be would s1gn no more mortgage fore­
closures. When the Judge declmed to 
make such a pledge, be was "jerked 
around and slapped " 

Cope sa1d someone shouted " Only 
one tlung to do wotb a guy like tJus lS to 
hang btm " Anotber votei! asked· " ln 
the courtyard or out m the country?" 
Another vo1ce. "Just as well tate bun 
out m the country. There are rna· 
cbmeguns tn the shenfrs ofhl:i!." 

Tbe mob dragged the Judge to the 
southwest comer of the courtyard and 
loaded tum mto the Bock truck from 
Hmton Half a dcnen or more fanners 
climbed mto the truck, too 

" We didn't know what to do with the 
Judge," Martin Rosburg said later, "so 
we dec1ded to g~ve tum a little hair 
tome. There was half a pint of whiSkey 
under the front seat We sa1d to the 
judge: 'Here's where you 're going to 
have a drink on us guys.' " 

Bradley S3Jd nothing and clenched 
his teeth Rosburg p•cked up a screw­
driver 

" I prted biS mouth open, you're damn 
nght," Rosburg saJd, then he related 
bow be had poured liquor down the 
unwtlhng judge's throaL 

' 'The way 1t turned out, that was the 
best damn tlung I ever did 10 my life," 
Rosburg S3Jd ' 'That guy bad been 10 

the hosp1tal ngbt before that, and the 
wluskey gave bun a llttle sl.lmulant." 

Rosburg may have been ngbt One 
report sa1d Bradley suffered from 
heart trouble, and another report S3Jd 
be had been " 10 poor health for some 
t1me" and bad suffered "senous 
lllness" m tht! preceding month 

The fanners took the haggard Judge 
rnto the country a mile and a bali east 
of Le Mars. He "staggered and fell" as 
be was taken off the truck One w1toess 
sa•d be saw a man "push the judge over 
two different limes." 

An argument ensued over t> t> t> 
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Farmer~' lloliday 
<l~ <l 

Milo Reno (193S photo). 
"The time for pussufoottno 

Martin Rosburg (1953 photo). 

IS past " 

" We shouldn't have taken the Judge out 
there. We were craz11 to do that." 

0 .., 
"' 3: 
~ 
z .., 
"' "' c: z 
0 • -< 
::0 .., 
C'> -"' ... .., 
::0 ...... ..., .., 
Ol ... 
$1> 

Morris Cope (1953 photo). !D 
" We weren't bad feUows. We wt>re good :il 
people, good citt.tens." [> C> C> • L_ __________________________________ __j ~ 



-

whether to bang the Judge or put a rope 
under his arms and drag him belund a 
car 

Somebody put a bUndfold on the 
judge, who was on the ground. Several 
of h1s assailants meanwhile had 
covered the lower parts of their faces 
w1th handkerchiefs 

Tbe judge was pulled to his feet and 
"a rope placed around blS neck" and 
thrown over an arm on an electnc lme 
pole He was gJVen "a last chance" 
several t.unes to agree to do as the mob 
demanded. but be was f1rm 10 his 
refusal. He testified later 

"I wid the men I bad w act 
according to the law and uphold my 
oath of off1ce. They then put the rope 
over somethmg high, for when they 
would pull .tnd Jerk, J could feel 1t 
rubbmg my neck A.fter I agam refused 
to accede w the1r requests, they forced 
me to pray. While I was praymg, 
someone kept up a continual tuggmg on 
the rope. 

The Judge was pushed down on hJS 
knee.~ for the prayer Perhaps the 
crowd expected 1t to be a plea for 
mercy It was not One report sa1d he 
prayed that " justice be done" and 
another report said he promiSed "to do 
the fair thing to all men to the best of 
my knowledge ... 

Rosburg offered another version. He 
said the JUdge prayed that "we would 
get better prices and not lose oUF 
farms." Rosburg added· "Anyway, I 
gave lum a htUe k1ck I satd, 'Judge, 
come on, get up You don't mean it, 
anyhow ' We really didn't give him 
much chance to start praymg. I sa1d, 
'Whiskey and prayers don't go together, 
anyhow '" 

Somebody put a truck hubcap on 
Bradley's bead during the prayer, "and 
otl and grease ran down his face." 
Another assatlant took Bradley's band 
and forced b1m to smear the grease 
around his own face and bead Others 
threw sand and dtrt in blS b8JI 

But be dldJI't yield. One farmer satd 
later, w1th obv1ous adnurauon 

"When you've got a rope around your 
neck, and they tighten it, and your feet 
start commg off the ground, and you 
still don't give In, you 've got nerve . 

"The judge had more guts than 
anybody I ever saw " 

The judge said that alter the prayer 
"someone took my trousers down a.nd 
there were threats of mutilation." 

Rosburg admitted in court that be 
carried a knife to the scene and bad 

ABOVE: Farmer-pickets stopped a 
truck hauling llvntock to market. 
The exact date and place the photo 
was taken Is not known. RIGHT: The 
Farmers' Holiday began to lose 
steam after the government ntab­
llshed the com loan program, under 
which farmers could have their com 
"sealed" on their farms and receive 
a loan of 45-cents per bushel. 

told tbe farmers be knew bow to 
castrate the judge. But that act was not 
comm1tted. Instead, the attackers 
threw dJrt and sand 10 his pants. 

At that point, the judge took an oath 
to serve justice fa1tblully, without 
regard to personaliues 

Suddenly, the attack was over The 
seven or eight men most acUve m the 
abduction "leaped 10to an auto and 
sped away ~ Tbe rest of the crowd, who 
d.Jd little more than cheer on the r10g 
leaders, also scattered 

Judge Bradley was left standing 
alone. He "was ashen pale " HlS hps 
showed traces of blood where be had 
been struck, and his neck bore marks 
from the rope. He was covered w1th 
grease and dirt. 

Cope gave this version of the fmal 
moments: "I begged and pleaded w1th 
them to let the judge alone. I sa1d I was 
the spokesman and would be held re­
sponsible 

"I WhiSpered to the JUdge· 'This is a 
terrible mistake. If you will 
recommend leniency for these fellows, 
not 1denWy them personally, not single 
them out, we will stop this.' The Judge 
sau1. '1 will do 11. I will make that 
prom~se.' 

"I then jerked the rope off his neck 
and the bandage off his eyes. I sa1d 
'Let the man go. He's bad enough pun­
IShment ·" 

Several farmers were said to bave 
offered the judge a ride back to town 
He refused such ndes but allowed 
Wilbur DePress, son of a clergyman, to 
take lum to the courthouse. He went to 
his office and asked to be left alone. He 
wid newsmen; "I don't tbillk I can say 
anything tonight, boys." 

By then, Plymouth County Sheriff 
Ralph Rippey had sent a telegram to 
Gov. Clyde Herring (who had 
succeeded Gov. Dan Turner) saying 
that the situation was beyond control of 
civil authorities. Herring agreed. He 
called out the National Guard and 
declared martial law in I> 1> 1> 
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New discovery 

dentures 
gum-tight 

all day 
Thousands are discovering SEA-BOND, the patented denture 

adhesive seal that ends the problems of pastes and powders 

Powerful 
adhesive 
blended In 

~Can't ooze or wash out 
~Tasteless, odorleu 
g No messy clean-ups 

Just announced In U.S., SEA-BONO 
Seals are ha1fed by European denltsts 
as a major breakthrough in denture 
comfort and secunty. Tested and 
proved In a leading American Uni­
versity. SCA·BONO holds so ftrm It re­
Sists loosening even when you bite 
down hard. Tasteless, odorless, can­
not ooze or wash out. 

The secret of sEA-BONO Is a power­
ful, all-natural adhesive from the sea. 
locked in a convenient no mess seal 
that holds dentures gum-tight all day 
Uncondtllonally guaranteed. Ava1fable 
in uppers and lowers wherever health 

L----------...J aids are sold. / • -1 
c '919 CIC)e,4.( ""' ~ """""""' .......... - ... "~ 

SiA·BON~ F. 

==- - ., ! 
DENTURE ADHESIVE SEALS 

---\ ... ., ' -

NfW 'PIIVACY SWITCH' CUTS 
SOUND INSTAHTL Yl 

...,.., • ~ ,..... lnWIIUon th.lt C«< 

""'"' you - .... bornMI .. --~ .. -atw JfN ~ tMitton con..n'-nce c..tJed 
SOUND Sllm'CN It .......... tllo -p6oce 

... you< .. ..,.,_ '" - - ..... 
boCom01 your ...,-.ona1 I'RIVACY SWITCH. 
t:...-rovto· 
...... your collet - w!Uiout .............. 
Yov con -to • tiiW pootty con-..tlolty 
- wldlo you tlllllltiOft to.,.. collo< 

Ellml....., .......,._,,. OIMI lmt.otinl l>ock· 
punel- At --cutout-"" of 
.-u., <Ill~""· . _,. ....chino. nolor 
prta.. wor'l.tMft. etc. Tt4if ••t:Mm• 1• •• .._ 
quiet" wiUiou< c.llo< IINrtnc you 

At Olflc., r....,.,, etc.- Cut out-. ol 
P<OP'• taaun,. ollce ....,_ dottt< • .-y 
mW\......-y With the flap of a s-Mtd'l caa acrou 
• room few tnf~tJon W1thou1 ca1et ht....-.ne 
~OU FliP I SW'Itd'l - phone opetltH notmlily 

"''-'" U$l EVEN ON PHOitES WITH EXI$T1NC 
"I!OU)" rEA TUAL So"' ,. t""" - to 
4,.. ~ hOld __,used on..,.,. of. 
f.ce Phone system1 

INSTALLS 
IN SECONDS, NO TOOLS I 

Comes .n u.tct tt~~~e matc:heO coton 
8lach Setae. White. Clew, AvocadO Ctt OM fOf 
foch pho.. Mol.t \N\oque eotts SotoSIICtoon 
~-•n•- AbO 4-IO< 4tt~Ye<Y 
SOUNDSWITCH ORDER FORM 

D.A.W. EnterpriMS 
Dept R·l 

P 0 . Box63 
Ankeny, IOWI 50021 

Yeo - 1 Wlftt to oqvlp my,.._- tbll 
unlout l'llrYACY Swm:ll Only $4.88 oa. 
tu l poot.ocotnc-. (3 lw Ul.~). 

S.nd BLACK_ BEIGE 
WHITE AVOCADO 

--CLEAR 
For S.ll (West Etoc. 0 For Gen. Tel 
A. T T ., I 'r T ) (Auto. E.lec.) 

ENCLOSED$ _______ ___ 

N•m•~=:=:::::::::::::= Addrou 
City 

State ZlP·----•-------------1 
- ~==~==============~~ 
I ~\~ \ 

~\\\~\\..~· 
"-..Q C:,The Want Ads Wtll Famtly Spectal Rate 
r lOW COSt advertiStng JUSt for you' 

2 ltnes-2 days- for as low as $2"--__ ,.... 
or seven days for the prrce of stx! 
284-8141 800-362·1836 
Des Motnes calling Iowa free tong 
.lre.a dtstance 

Farmers' Holiday 
<l<l<l 
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Plymouth County Hernng sent 237 
guardsmen to Le Mars. 

The guard and martial law ended the 
spectacular disorders in three 
embattled northwest Iowa counties. 
Military arrests followed. Soldiers 
arrested 45 men at Primghar, at least 
63 at Demson By May 6, 1933, a total 
of 155 indlviduals were In custody in 
connection wtth the upheavals 

Twenty-two pleaded guilty at 
Demson They got off easy Each was 
g~ven one day 10 jall and a $50 ftne. 

Cope, Rosburg and one Clyde ~per 
all drew Sll-month seDtences in the 
county Jail They served three months, 
and Hernng suspended the final three 
months Cope and Rosburg also were 
g~ven one-year suspended sentences in 
the perutentiary 

A A Mitchell, the only farmer t.o 
stand tnal, was convacted an a heanng 
at Orange Caty and g~ven a 30-day 
sentence. Re brought the rope that 
went around Judge Bradley's oeck 

The leaders 10 the attack on Judge 
Bradley regretted what they bad done, 
yet they expressed belief they had 
performed a distinct service to agncul­
ture everywhere by calling the 
attention of the nation to the farmers' 
troubles 

"I aan't sorry," Rosburg declared 20 
years afterward " I didn't commit a 
crime, but I still say I'd never do at 
agatil. We shouldn't have taken the 
judge out there. We were crazy to do 
that. We didn't burt him. We dtdn't hurt 
anybody. We should have gaven some 
lawyers a good nde instead " 

Cope said 20 years later "Our 
troubles forced the people m the East 
to look l.b.is far west to see wbat was 
bappenmg. It all helped I thought tt dad 
good What we wanted was the cost of 
productioD " 

Evadence of Communast activtty 10 

the farm troubles around the Midwest, 
mcludmg Iowa, was undenaable . 

" Motber Bloor," an avowed 
Commumst, delivered rous1ng speeches 
to farmers 10 Saoux Ctty and Le Mars. 
Her real name was Mrs Andrew 
Omholt, and she was from North 
Dakota Her son, Harold Ware, was 
active 10 the Communist cause in Iowa 
and elsewhere, as was Lem HarriS, an 
eastern Communist. 

Iowa Attorney General Edward L. 
O'Connor r(:ported thiS evtdence of Red 
activity "We have also discovered that 
a Communist center in Sioux City has 
been actively engaged in eggmg on the 
organization (presumably [> [> [> 

Judge C.C. Bradley (1933 photo). 
" .. Someone t.ook m11 trousers down." 

Farm editor Jim Ru1sell (1939 photo). 
"You're t.oo damn late t.o apoW{lite." 

Sheriff Ralph Rippey (1933 photo). 
He defended htS "no shooting" poiiCJI. 
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don't stop eating everything 

... go ahead and 

----eat----. 
sufficiently 

A SATISFYING EATING DIET THAT 
WILL PlEASE YOUR API'fTITE ... - ....... ......... _, .. .............. ~ ...... ,...., ........ --· ...... ...... .... • o...Aita . ,. • 

• o.t• • .... • lilflf u.. ~:Moo • - t.ol ___ .. 

Start your figurt! olimmlng wtt.hou~ 
cutting out ~l>oile 3 meals o day 
You con eat sulficiently while you 
Ieee pounds ol unwanted lot oe you 
follow the X·ll ~ucing O.et Plan 
No o~AtVaiJon dleting Tako a pr&­
meol X· II Table~ before mealo . 
Down ~your cal one tntake. down 
~your ~ght wtth the X·ll Plan. 

MOilf U CI IWUUT£1 
f- ..,., ttl... h' atl'tVJt(tQJ" N 
--lPN ol""mOOIIOO'Ir.H'-

PORTER & OIETSCH INC 
2• 63 Unrv.,a•IY A~ve 

$1 Pkl M•n" &~1 1• 

42 , .. ,.u $3 

105 Tebi.U $6 
Ate// 

dtug countt!r$ 

Do you hove everyth1ng 11 
tokes to be o moster 
carpenter except o ,ob? 
Find tht! tob you wont by 
plocing on ad undef" 
classification 290, 
General Service. 

WANT ADS WILLI 
To place an ad, call: 

284-8141 800.362- 1836 
Des Motnes Iowa free 
coiling area long ~istonce 
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Farmers' Holiday 
<1 <1<1 

the Farm Holiday Association). Many 
engaged in terroriSm of the diStrict are 
not themselves in fmancial dilficulttes 
They are mostly of the type that like to 
ma.ke trouble." 

The Holidayers did, mdeed, sUr up a 
lot of trouble and make a lot of noise, 
but never did they enlist the active 
support of anything like a majority of 
Iowa farmers. Even in Plymouth 
County the number of rampaging 
farmers was small. 

The Le Mars Sentinel satd fewer 
than I 0 percent of the P lymouth 
farmers were mvolved m tbe Holiday 
movemenl 

Some of the farmers may have been 
unwillmo members of tbe Holiday U· 
SOCJation. Attorney ~raJ O'Connor 
said military investigators dtscovered 
LD Plymoutb and Crawford counties 
that "75 percent of the farmers (in the 
movement were forced to )OLD. or 
have tbear barns and haystacks 
burned." 

In November of 1933, the Holiday 
movement qwck.ly lost its momentum, 
for a good reason. That was the month 
the federal government began lending 
fa rmers 45 cents a busbel, 12 or 15 
cents above the market, on corn sealed 
in their own cribs. It was part of 
President Franklin D Roosevelt's New 
Deal. 

Never bave farmers before or stnce 
been so enthusiastic about a federa I 
farm program. They couldn't lose. If 
the price of com stayed under 45 cents, 
the fanners gave the government the 
com in fuU settlement of tbe loan. 

U the price went above 45 cents, the 
farmers could pay off the loan, seU the 

com on the open market and realize a wards. He told of getting as much as 
profit And corn dtd go up, particularly $39 per 100 pounds for cattle and 
after the drought the next year $28.50 for hogs, tremendous pnces 30 

W W Hral of Pocahontas recetved to 35 years ago. 
the first corn loan 10 tbe state. He got Tbe 1933 attack on Judge Bradley is 
$540 on 1,200 bushels By Dec 20, 1933, a bad dream tn Iowa hastory The affair 
more than $11 mlllion bad been bad unreal qualities the day tt 
granted in cor n loans. Tens of happened Rome Starzl, editor of the 
thousands of farmers got loans In the Le Mars Globe-Post, was on the scene 
succeeding months. as a newsman: 

Milo Reno and the Holiday Associa· "We watched the faces of the crowd 
tlon could no longer compete. surrounding tbe rrulling nucleus of the 

Milo botbered aroo.ud for two or mob," Starzl wrote. "Many of them 
three more years, but never was he wore queerly fnghlened expresstons 
able to pick up momentum 111 farm Everywhere were pale gnns and 
acttvtSm or the political arena again. 

anxious eyes. 
He died an 1936 at 70 years of age " Even some of them who were 

Judge Bradley, Sbertlf Rippey and actively handling the Judge seemed 
farmer Cope were the prmctpal unlor· tilt 
get table characters LD tbe Plymouth strange, movmg about · e automatons. 

or like seU-consctous actors who knew 
County drama of 1933 many eyes were 00 tbem Thear eyes 

Bradley never expressed anger or sought approval and mutual support 
vmdtctaveness toward bas tormentors "One gathered that thiS business was 
He resagned hiS Judgeship an December dtstasteful to them, but they were 
of the same year, seven or eaght ld 
months after the mob action, and impelled by a destmy they cou not 

restst . Experts tn crowd psycholo-
moved to Des Momes He accepted b ds 
appotntment as trustee of tbe Royal gy might explam tt We have seen tr 

do tbe same t.lung - set upon some 
Union We Insurance Co., tben tn re- unlucky mdivtdual and somel.imes lull 
cetvershtp 1t, for no valid reason 

He died of a stroke at age 60 10 1939 " It must be some form of madness."O 
Rippey, now In his 80s, b living 10 re-

tirement tn Saoux City. He bas always BELOW: Members of the American 
main t ained t hat tbe "no-shooting" Agriculture Move ment o rganized a 
policy he followed in the dark days of "tractorcade" In late January to call 
1932 and 1933 saved many lives. attention to the g roup's effort to 

Morris Cope recovered in a big way, obtain higher loan rates on corn and 
beginning In tbe 1940s, from the other grains. This photo was taken 
ravages of the Depression He had a east of Council Bluffs. The string of 
reputation as an excellent livestock trac tors was two miles long by the 
feeder. He made a lot of money. Prtces time It reached 001 Moines on lb 
shot up during World War II and after· way to Washington, D.C. 
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