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BY BOB NORBERG 

Capturmg, slo\\ ing and con· 
trolling water headed Cor the 
St•uth and Ltttlc Wyacondah 
river ~t1 earns wtll save Oil\' is 
county nearly ';; 0 000 ... vcar 

Although flooding on 
.these streams has never 
been a serious problem, 
gully erosion has been a 
plague wreaking an esh· 
mated $38,400 damage in 
the av,rage year. 
Concerned about the situation 

landowners banded together and 
in 1957 asked assistance from 
the federal government. In the 
mcanlunc, many ol them went 
ahead with conservation pt·ac­
tlces on an individual level. 

l''ive -y cars later, the federal 
machinery ground out ih tmal 
answer: It would in\'cst $815,· 
000 111 a $1·mllllon proJect to 

corn·ct the situation. 
The 1mal green light came in 

the past sess1on of Congress, 
clearing the way for the tetlin~ 
of contracts and the actual be· 
ginning of constructiOn expect· 
ed to come next summer or tall 

It's the largest approved 
watershed in southeast 
Iowa, embracing 36.27S 
acres, a 19-mile· long finge r 
pointing diagonally into 
Missouri. coming between 
Bloomfield and West Grove. 

Implementation of the $1 08· 
million program will be over an 
eight-year period. 

A basic part of the project's 
progress will be Jand treatment 
measures applied on an indi· 
vidual basis - such ds lerracmg, 
contour farming, grassed water­
ways, farm ponds, and pasture 
renovation. 

PrOject 
Such proJects as lhese will 

be lmanced by mdt\'ldual iarm­
CI S, WhO can ~pp}y 10f' govern­
rnent cost-sharing under the 
Agricultu ral Con.ervl!twn Pro­
gram. 

•ACP funds would cover 60 
per cent ol the cost ot most of 
these projects, going to 70 per 
cent for cut and fi ll and stand­
at d terraces, and 80 per cent for 
some lree pa·acticcs.l 

Verlc Arnold ot the Soil Con­
!>cn·ation Serv1ce o!ucc heie 
stud landowners shou ld not un­
derestimate their important role 
Ill makang the wa~ershed a fu nc­
llomng rca llty 

In the <lfficial work plan, 
228 farms are said to be co· 
operating now wUh the Soil 
Cons•rvation District. with 
baste farm plans (conserva­
tion programs) written for 

• 
I 

102 of them 14S per cenU. 
The omgr<lm calls for revis­

ing 60 o l these prcsen~ plans and 
wntmg 54 add1uonnl plans dur · 
ing the lmplementauon of the 
program. 

The program's pay-otr is a big 
onl•. There arc 228 farms )n the 
watershed and the project 
would 

• Reduce floodwater damage 
on 16 of the ·c larrns, an csh· 
ma ·ed annual sa ving u( $640. 

• Substantially reduce gully 
erosion an annual sa\ ing o1 
$38,390 

• Permit more intensiv e and 
diU l't'cn t land U:i\' on sOmi.' 
farms, worth some :;>3,3"11 a 
year 

• Reduce bridge maintenance 
and replctcemcnt co ls to lh" 
county about ~3,250 per yl'nr. 

Major f~:aturcs ul the COil· 



I 

Save 
stru<'tion program wul IJc 1\\ o 
floodwalt; r ~larding structures, 
whu:h wtll cut the vf'llume and 
speed of water flowing Into the 
Ltttle Wvacondoh - whtch IS 
prone to floodmg, 

The fiol>d watcr retarding 
:,tructures will hnve a totnl sut­
tace ar~ capacity Of 70 5 acres, 
about 80 per cent ol the Lake 
Fisher sur!aC'e arca. One will be 
locat.ed on the Ft·ank Sh1vcly 
farm. The other structure will 
be on the Bonnlt' Homnon lann, 
but lhe water will back up on 
the Clay Barnett tarm . 

l n t•onneclwn , w1lh the lluod 
prevontwn, the Llltlt• Wyacon­
dah wtll be drcdgt.'Ci nnd wldl~ll­
ed for 3 9 m tlt•.s, p1 epa t ing it for 
handlmg the peak lin\\ th(ll dl'· 
velops once cvcrv 11\'e y<.•ats 
dunng the growmg scnson. 

The channel improvt•menl will 

50,000 
run southeast, lrom below the 
Cl. y Barnett and Jack Finley 
!arms to northwest of the EmiL· 
Boht tarm. 

The project will include 
57 grade stabilization s.truc· 
iureJ; to stabilize major 
watercourses in the water­
shed. Minor watercourses 
will be stabilized by the in · 
dividuat land 1Natment 
practices. 

F1ttv-1our ol lhcse structures 
\\ 111 lle ol lhc drop-inlet type, 
which will back up snwll bodies 
Ql watu:. P u1 po<;e of th<•sc s truc­
tures ~~ lo collect run-off wall.'r 
duling n l'<lln, holding a cel'lain 
amount, rcJeas1ng the excess at 
a rate .slow enough ~o curb eros­
lOll and flooding. 

In the llu·gcr structures, the 
1 clea:.c uf watt•r: can :.~•II be CO· 

.. 
mg on 24 hours after a hard rain. 

The local conlnbutton o! 
~272,6GO wall Include lnnd, ea~e­
mcnts and 11ghts-ot-way, plus 
opel au on and matntf'nance of 
the proJl'l'l \vhcn it ts completed. 
ACP funds will ptck up much of 
the local b1ll 

It's estimated the proJect 
will return Sl.60 1n duect 
benefit• for every dC'Ilar of 
project cost. 

Outllm·d 10 the work plan is 
th.t· orog1·nrn for lountng a sub­
dt lrtct uf the Oa\'b County 
Soli Con.;crvahon Dl~lnct , 
which \VCJUid he CJUihvnzcd to 
impo~c a spl'Cial an•tua.l tax 
Funds thus <•ccumulatcd would 
apply to l'cp<iying CXPl'llSl'S Ill· 
C'UJ n .. 'CI in or,l(lllll7.11llOn, land ac­
quisition, repnu s, alte1~1tions and 
maintenance w11h1n the \\ aler-

shed'~ boundaries 
The ::;pecial tax would be 1 v­

ied only when needed .md 
would range from no le\ ~ to a 
max1mum of 4 milh; N(Jnc of 
the mouey could go fo1 con­
!:itruction, but could be cmJJI<n·­
.:d only for maint"nance ol &lluc­
lun.!s constructed w1th federal 
watershed lunds 

Such a IC\'\ would be ~nt­
lected on I v 111 I ht: wnl~: rsncd 
d1stuct, but some lo\\ a C•lunll<?~; 
are using another nwlhod of 
accumulatmg nuuntcntltll'c lllt\<1~ 
-a. 0 to onc·lourth utili le'·~ on 
all agri,·ullural land 111 the 
couut~·. Proponents ot lhts le\ y 
explain thut waiN shL•d pro­
grams reduce the nrnnunt ur 
bridge nnd road IIHiltH~n •JlCe 
for the t·ounl.)', thus r •ducmg 
th<.• tax burden lui' Jll I cSld~ IllS, 
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