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Railroads in Marshall County in 1870 (above) and in 1900 (below).
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. State Center is not a plug town
: September 30, 1926 State Center Enterprise .
- “Drove through State Center for the first time—a clean attractive town. I

had ‘always thought of the place in terms of the State Center branch of the
M."& St. L., which' wasn’t fair by a long ’shotﬁt?te'fc‘ﬁ\"msmng

oW, Maybe the fine air, the g0od roads and companionship lent a tint of
rosé'td my bi-focals, but it seemed tg me there’could be nothing finer than
a drive across Towa—thru these Iowa Towns in June.” Chas: K. Needham,

. editor and publisheggEthe Grinnell Register = ——

No one wants right of way oo
March 10,' 1927 State Center Enterprise
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Ties to the Railroad

his gate tower used to stand at

£ [ AV "E-e,‘
the crossing just north of Jo

Eckhardt Enterpuses Bob Fisher & »*afﬂ “‘”‘K <ol
worked at this tower for about 3
months in 1956. An air pump - ‘
manually operated the crossing
guards at all the gates. There was no
gate at the east crossing on Third
Avenue at that time. The gate tower
was manned around the clock.
There was a telegraph and telephone
in the tower. Thanks to Bob and
Joan for the picture and information.
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Railway Board orders crossing east of town

Northwestern must install adequate, safe crossing replacing viaduct

July 30, 1931 State Center Enterprise

The state board of railroad commissioners late Saturday, at Des Moines,
issued an order requiring the Chicago & Northwestern railway to construct
an *‘adequate and safe” crossing over its tracks one mile east of State
Center and to erect proper wigwag signals at the crossing. The work is to
be finished by August 15.

The Marshall County Board of Supervisors, and farmers in the vicinity
who would use the crossing had asked for a viaduct, to replace the one
which bumed in March, 1930. A hearing on this matter was held at State
Center on May 28, 1931, at which time the railway commissioners were
here and inspected the crossing.

The entire expense of the proposed crossing roadway and signal
protection is to be borne by the Chicago & Northwestern railway under the
commission’s order.
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