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Background of the Congregational Church

A town was founded on the frontier and not too long to follow, the good people needed a church. Traveling
by horseback, wagon, or buggy or just plain walking a short distance was appealing. The farmers and towns-
people centering around a post office and stores, thought LaMoille should have a church.

What type of church evidently was a problem as a Methodist Epispocal Church had apparently failed. A
Congregational Church then was chartered and is still active at this writing in 2001.

What is a Congregational Church... Why a Congregational Church? Let’s break down the word.

Congregate means people to gather together. Congregation is when people have gathered together in a crowd
or mass. Congregational means done by a congregation recognizing the governing power of the congregation or
belonging to congregationalism. Congregationalism is a system of church government in which each individual
has equal rights in governing. The church governs itself in Christ. Congregationalist is a believer of congrega-
tionalism. What does congregationalism believe? Faith, freedom, and fellowship. It is a New Testament church.
Christ is the head of the church. Matthew 18:20 says, “For where two or more are gathered together in My
name, there am I in the midst of them.” The congregational way is by Christ’s way. John 14:6 says, “I am the
way, the truth, the light.. no man cometh into the. Father, but me.”

Article XVI Government
The government of the church is vested in its members, who preserve to themselves the right to control the
spiritual affairs and those relating to its covenant, policy, and doctrine, and to manage and control its own prop-
erty, all in accordance with the laws of the State of lowa and the United States of America.

This church may counsel and hold council, fellowship, and cooperate with other churches involved in free
fellowship.

This church has been, is now and will always remain as a free, independent and autonomous church. It shall
always be independent of any hierarchical control.

The members of the church may adopt a constitution and provide for the spiritual welfare of the church, but
such constitution shall if adopted be consistent with these articles and the bylaws, and shall be subject to amend-
ment in the same way as the bylaws are. If the members desire, no constitution need be adopted, and the spiritual
welfare of the church shall be governed under the bylaws, consistent with the articles.

) Article II Covenant
The covenant by which this church exists as an independent, autonomous and distinct body, and which every
member accepts is as follows: Acknowledging Jesus Christ to be our Savior and Lord, and accepting the Holy
Scriptures as our rule and practice, and recognizing the privilege and duty of uniting ourselves for Christian
fellowship, the enjoyment of Christian ordinances, the public worship of God, and the advancement of His
kingdom in the world, we do now, in the sight of God and invoking His blessing, solemnly covenant and agree
with each other to associate ourselves in a Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, as warranted by the Word of God.

We agree to maintain the institutions of the gospel, to submit ourselves to the orderly administration of the
affairs of the Church, and to walk together in brotherly love.

And this we do depending upon the aid of our Heavenly Father, who so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son for our salvation, and of Jesus Chris who hath redeemed us with His blood, and of the Holy Spirit,
our Comforter and Guide.

Congregationalism came to America with the Pilgrim Fathers and the Puritans who followed them to New
England. The Salem settlers agreed to a very simple covenant which stated, “We covenant with the Lord and one
with another and doe bynd our selves in the presence of God, to walke together in all his wais, according as he is
Ppleased to reveale himself unto us in his blessed word of truth.”



Questions & Answers Regarding the Congregational Church

1. Robert Browne, born about 1950, was said to be the father of what important church movement?
(Congregational)

2. Henry Barrow, John Greenwood, and John Penry were Englishmen who were executed for their beliefs,
were among the first church martyrs of what religious body? (Congregational)

3. What religious group escaped to Holland to worship as they pleased, keeping the faith and principles?
(Early Congregationalists)

4. The Mayflower Compact was unusual because it was one of the first truly democratic documents of its
time, written in 1620 by? (The Pilgrims; the first Congregationalists in America)

5. The first Thanksgiving was celebrated by? (Pilgrims, the first Congregationalists in America)

6. Harvard College, which was founded in 1636 by rev. John Harvard, was established for the training of
what kind of ministers? (Congregational)

7. Afterthe Revoluﬁc;nary War, what church group was the strongest religious body in America? (Congre-
gational)

8. The first American board for foreign missions was established by what church group? (Congregational)
9. What religious group ordained the first woman in the United States? (Congregational - Antoinette
Brown)

10. What religious group began the Christian endeavor in 1852? (Congregational)

11. What religious group began the YM.C.A.? (Congregational)

12. What religious group began the first black colleges in America? (Congregational)

13. What merger in 1929 formed the religious group that exists today, and continues the Pilgrim heritage?
(Congregational and Christian)

14. Washington Gladden- known for social justice in America, Lloyd C. Douglas who wrote “The Robe,”
Charles Sheldon who wrote, “In His Steps,” and James Mitchener who wrote, “Hawaii,” were all ministers
of what church? (Congregational)

It is obvious, with our grand heritage, that one could go on and on with further Congregational trivia. It
does leave one to wonder, “Where are the modern day Congregationalists who will make an impact on
history?”

Are we so cautious and democratic that we do not want to share our viewpoints anymore? How many
other church organizations can say they are a church of “Faith, Freedom, and Fellowship?” We have a
wonderful heritage, great “saints” of God have preceded us. Now, however, it’s up to each and every one
of us to carry the torch of Congregationalism, and ensure that always and foremost, we will “Hold forth the
Word of Life!,” and do it in a truly “democratic and self-governing churhc,” with complete control and
authority reserved to the members.

Our Congregational Way was the seed bed of American constitutional government and has been in the
forefront of democratic endeavors throught the years.

We are completely and entirely free from external control... think about that! NO Pope, Bishop, or other
man-made hierachy has any authority over this or any other Congregational Church. The authority within a
Congregational Church is the authority of Christ. All decisions given to us by our National Association and
its officers, are simply recommendations and advice; they have as much worth as there is in the wisdom of
them, and no more.

We’re proud of our heritage and happy to belong to a group of people who believe in the Congregational
Way of “Faith, Freedom, and Fellowship!”



LaMoille Church Progress

The past years have been years of growth as well as a few periods of discouragement.

There were times when no minister was available, when church attendance was low, and finances were even
lower. But the group came through such times with renewed strength and faith and in time continued to build
membership and improve the church plant.

New shingles and paint and lights were added in 1943. The foundation was repaired and a water system
installed in 1944. New doors were installed in 1947, with a new furnace being added in 1950. A Waurlitzer
electric organ was purchased in 1954 and a new piano several years later. Later, another new piano was donated
to the church by Shirley Wills Dixon. New windows were installed and the sanctuary ceiling was lowered for
better acoustics and easier heating.

Prior to the 75th anniversary of the church in 1962, much work was done. A new addition was added, giving
greater sanctuary room and more classrooms for the Sunday School classes. A larger basement with greatly
improved kitchen facilities was added, and paneling of the sanctuary added new beauty to that of the altar, pulpit,
chairs, and pews.

(In 1886 the founding group met in the LaMoille schoolhouse to organize. The school then was a two-room,
one-story frame building, which stood directly north of the present church. That building is long gone, as well as
the consolidated school house, which followed it. The ground on which both school buildings once stood, now
belongs to the church and is being used for church parking space and a playground for community children.)

The church was a source of entertainment and social fellowship for the members of the community. Commu-
nity plays were performed in the church once a year, with everyone participating. A makeshift stage was con-
structed at the back of the church for the presentation, and the pews were turned around for audience viewing of
the plays.

A pump organ provided the music for the church and choir. Later, a sweeper motor was installed to the organ
to relieve the organist from having to pump the pedals.

The Ladies Aid (now known as the Women’s Fellowship) was organized in 1886. This group was instrumen-
tal in purchasing a parsonage for the church in 1892 costing $950.

At least once a year, the Women’s Fellowship hosted an Ice Cream Social, which was held on the ground of
the LaMoille School, adjacent to the church. While this was an event everyone looked forward to, it was a lot of
work for the church members. Everything, including tables, chairs, etc., was hand-carried from the church to
the school grounds, and carried back to the church after the social. The LaMoille School Band was the source of
- entertainment and many came from outside the LaMoille area for the ice cream and entertainment. .

All of this has been accomplished by many prayers and the work of many hands. Many of those gone on
before left firm foundations on which to build. Many of those present at the 75th anniversary contributed many
hours of labor, much thought and planning, and much of their worldly goods that these things might be accom-
plished.

As we look at this lovely church building and see the friendly faces gathered today, we are humbly and truly
grateful to them all, and to Him who, through them, made this all possible.

No history of this church would be complete without including the names of Miss Hilda Johnson and Mr. J. O.
Bissett. Many times the two of them with their prayers, their word and faithfulness, held together that small
nucleus that emerged through trying times and kept alive the teaching and practicing of Christian love in our
community.

The majority of this text was written by Mrs. Luella Wills on November 4, 1962.



LaMoille Church Officers Resign

In 1921, officers of the LaMoille Congregational Church resigned.

People add the word “Community” to LaMoille Congregational Community Church and elect new
officers and move
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Believing in “freedom of worship™ as strongly as the founding Pilgrim Fathers and also in a true demo-
cratic form of church government, the LaMoille Church declined to joint the merger of the Congregational
Christian Church and Evangelical Reformed Church to form the United Church of Christ. The LaMoille
Church was the first church in Iowa to be formed as a separate entity from the United Church of Christ
churches. At present the church remains as an independent church group.



Groundbreaking
for New Addition
on North Side of LaMoille Church

Groundbreaking for new addition on north side of the LaMoille Church
Left to right: Mr. Linser, minister; Charles Johnson:
Florian Wilcox and Bob Frickie ready to dig the first spadefull;
Clif Billman; Howard Oison.
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With its bright mantle of winter snow, Main street in
La Moille appears much as it has for many years. James
O. Bissett, 78, one of the oldest residents, enjoys a
visit with La Moille school children. (From left)--
Dick Klar, 8; Stephen Johnson, 7; Dorothy Klar, 9;
Janella Edler, 10; Connie Ann Matney, 9;

Linda Kay Stevens, 7; Linda Lee Tribby, 8;

Zmﬂw year consoldation will close the school in the
back ground. Bissett hopes the Congregational - «
Community Church (in front of school) will hold the
community together. Staff Photo by John Houlette

Register and Tribune Februarv 3,1956



The History of God’s Portion at LaMoille Congregational Community Church

One of the fund raising projects of the church is the God’s Portion sale, which raises thousands
of dollars each year toward church needs. The annual fall event had its start in 1943 when a
committee developed a plan for members of the community to set a side “God’s Portion™ to
help in maintaining the church. The planning committee included Chauncy Bryant, chairman,
Cleo Huston, Wilbur Sharer, George Parsons, Virgil Brockman, Don Huff, and Rev. L.D.
Savage, pastor.

A letter was sent out to the community in the spring of 1943 outlining the plan of the project.
The purpose: for the church members to allocate a certain portion of their farm revenue for
church work. The funds would be used to recondition the church and provide funds for the
future. These funds were to be specifically set apart from the regular Church budget for this
purpose. One newspaper article summarized it this way, “The plan incorporated biblical theory
of tithing in a practical application and accomplished a purpose without burdening the
contributor.” Similar activities took place in other rural communities such as the “God’s Acre”
plan at Bethel Grove.

Fifty pledges were received in the spring of that year. Participants set aside a variety of items for
God’s Portion. The following is a sample of what appears on the pledge cards: Virgil
Brockman, one hog; Mr. and Mrs. Roy Hickman, cash; Chauncy D. Bryant, one steer calf; Loren °
West, one acre of soybeans; Mrs. Mary L. Wyatt, 1 pig, wheat, extra eggs I sell from my 2 dozen
hens; Alva Parsons, 1 hog; Fred W. Johnson, one hog; Florian Wilcox, one acres of beans; Rev
and Mrs. Lewis D. Savage, 25 roosters; Clifford Olson, 1 hog; M.L. Plummer, one hog; Cleo J.
Huston, one acre of corn. Many others completed pledge cards and helped to raise $1200.

The community wide event concluded in the fall of that same year with a special “Harvest
Home” program held the week before Thanksgiving. The pledges were collected and a
Thanksgiving service held with music and spiritual lessons being shared.

Today members of the Church and community continue to meet and raise funds for God’s

,Portion on the Saturday before Thanksgiving. These funds, just as the committee planned fifty-
eight “years ago, are used for the care and maintenance of the church and for providing funds for
the future.

One the following page is a copy of the letter and pledge card sent out to the community in the
spring of 1943.



Reprinted below is a copy of the letter sent out to the community in the spring of 1943 requesting
members to pledge their God’s Portion.

Dear Friends of LaMoille Community,

By means of this letter, we want to bring to your attention a Community Wide Project—the God’s Portion
Plan.

The plan is a movement in the rural churches of our country to revitalize the work of the rural church. It is
a method of getting rural church properties thoroughly reconditioned and of creating reserves for the future.
Also, it is a means of helping individuals, both younger and older, to realize and recognize God’s ownership
and man’s stewardship by setting definitely a part a certain portion of that which God has provided, and
caring for it for Him. It is to be clearly understood that this project is entirely apart from the regular Church
budget.

As a climax to this worthy undertaking, a special Harvest Day will be held late in the Fall. At this occasion,
recognition will be given of all participant and their part in making this Community Project a success.

Suggestions for setting apart for God’s Portion could include one of the following:
acre of grain (corn, beans or vegetables)

pig

calf

team (farmer and non-farmer)

flock of chickens, ducks or eggs

lamb

fruit

NoUwnAWND e~

We want you to be thinking about the part that you will take in the plan.

Within the next few days, the Soliciting Committee will call on you to explain further details, answer any
questions and receive your pledge.

Yours for a Better Community
God’s Portion Committee of the LaMoille Church

A sample of the pledge card:
GOD’s PORTION PLEDGE CARD

Recognizing that a Community without the presence and influence of the Church-
would be an undesirable place to live and desiring to join with others in making
necessary improvements possible to the Church property, 1 hereby set apart as my
GOD’S Portion:

promising to faithfully care for it, and to turn the proceeds thereof into the God’s
Portion fund of the LaMoille Church.

Name
Date




Pastors

The following men and women have served as Pastors of the LaMoille Congregational
Christian Community Church:

S A MAMIN L 1886 — June 1890
JW.SCOM ..o June 1891 — May 1895
AL DURtON ... August 1895 — October 1897
E.EE.Reed. ..o December 1897 — June 1901
CH. OXIBY....ooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e September 1901 — June 1903
REE. HOUSE......ooiiii e July 1903 — March 1904
S HUfMaN .. May 1904 — April 1906
JD. LeWiS. ..o April 1906 — September 1908
Mrs. Lucy Carter...........ccovvviiiiiiiiiieeee e October 1908 — May 1909
E.B.Palmer.......ooieeeeee e October 1909 — January 1911
NoelJ. Breed .............ooviiiiiiiiiii, September 1911 — September 1912
George LaBounty ... October 1912 — December 1914
Henry HOMON ... May 1915 - 1918
C.V. LandholmM........ooiiieiiiiiiec e November 1918 — June 1921
NLFHICKS (o October 1921 — April 1925
E.R. Carey.. ..o August 1925 — August 1926
G.l. Farnham....... [ USROS PPUPPPI January 1927 — September 1931
Mrs. Anna Smith................ccooiiiiiiii December 1933 — December 1934
B.B. HOyt ..o January 1935 — November 1935
R.K. Youngdahl .................. e March 1936 — December 1937
ME. White..........oooii e May 1936 — November 1940
FoJ Sager. ... January 1941 — May 1942
Lewis B. Savage..........ccoooeiiiiiiiiiii e May 1942 — May 1944
ZM. Bressler.......coooiiiiiiiii October 1944 — August 1947
Harry Banks ............ccocoeeeeeeiiiiiiiiieee e December 1947 — September 1948
Ralph Galt...........ooooiiiii e June 1949 — September 1951
Clair A.Hughes ...........ccccciiiii September 1951 — October 1953
Mrs. Miriam Mitchem ... December 1953 — August 1961
Dwight J. Garrington..............cooiiiii e September 1961 — 1966
ROGET LINSEI ..ot 1966 - 1969
Milton Edward (Ed) White................ccoooiiii 1970 - 1973
Clyde Billington............cco e 1973 - February 1974
Charles Huffman ..............ccoc e 1974 — June 1977
Boyd ENlefSON ........ooveiieic e March 1978 - June 1980
GregMcLaughlin.............coovviiiiiieeee e, September 1980 — March 1983
Leonard Bergstrom...............ccoooeeiiiiiineieenn, November 1983 — November 1986
Steven Nyberg.............oooiiiiiiii e, January 1989 — February 1994
Jean Bower (interim lay minister) ............................ April 1994 — September 1996
Harlan NUSS .......oooiiiiii e November 1996 - current

Five ministers have been ordained in this church:

Rev. A.L. Dunton (1897) Rev. Milton E. White (1973)
Rev. Ralph M. Galt (1949) Rev. David C. Benson (1985)
Rev. Dwight Garrington (1967)

Throughout the years, the ministers’ salaries have changed. Back in the 1800’s the yearly salary was $200-250.
By the early 1950’s, the salary was $200 a month. This included a parsonage. By the mid 1970's, salaries
were $540 a month with no parsonage. By the 1980’s, a part time minister for our small church received
$14,500 per year. Currently our church has a part time minister.



The following is information about some of the more memorable pastors who
have served the LaMoille Church.

Rev. Youngdahl filled the pulpit from March 1936 to Dec. 1937. He gave a powerful 15 minute
sermon that the people said gave them something to think about for the rest of the week. He then had to
rush back to the Trinity Lutheran Church in Marshalltown. He then left to start a new big church in Minne-
apolis, MN.

Rev. Lewis Savage accepted the call and moved to the parsonage in May 1942. Rev. Savage intro-
duced the “God’s Acre,” or God’s Portion,” plan of financing projects for church improvement. This plan
was adopted on May 3, 1943. The plan asked each person to set aside a portion of the season’s crop to
be contributed to financing new improvements for the church. It was quite successful and the concept is still
being used today. It has contributed to the many new and various additions to the physical structure of the
church. The God’s Portion Plan has been a wonderful source in helping to keep up the church, in remodel-
ing, in buying new furnaces, new pews, and a new worship center in 1956.

Rev. Zell Bressler followed Rev. Savage and served as pastor from 1944 to 1947. Rev. Harry Banks
served as pastor from 1947 to 1948, and in June 1949, Ralph Galt took up residence in the parsonage. On
November 25, 1949, he was ordained into the ministry in a very impressive service in our church. Rev.
Clair Hughes served as minister from 1951 to 1953.

Miriam Mitchem (1953-1961) »

The Mitchems were in Portuguese East Africa and South Africa for a year and a half where they served
with the Methodist Mission Board, returning to the United States in 1949.

Mrs. Miriam Mitchem began her service as the pastor of the LaMoille Church in 1953. Preceding her
pastorate at LaMoille, Mrs. Mitchem served the Hartland Friends Church from November 1952 and
continued to serve both the Hartland and LaMoille church Community through August 1955. She continued
her ministerial work with the LaMoille community until August 1961.

Under her guidance, the church underwent two remodeling projects including remodeling of the sanctuary
followed by a rededication in 1958 and later the addition of kitchen and classroom facilities. Mrs. Mitchem
was instrumental in organizing a Young Married’s People’s class and was a key figure in leading the church
through the turbulent decision of the church maintaining its independent status.

The Mitchems left the LaMoille community in August of 1955, moving to Haviland, Kansas to continue
with mission work and also teaching science in college.

Dwight Garrington (1961-1966)

Dwight Garrington was a teacher in the Marshalltown school system. He became our part time minister,
but being a man full of energy, seemed more like a fulltime man.

Our church grew with his help to the PF Group and by the fact that he also did a lot of calling. His
sermons were memorable and short with real thought.

He bought a house in LaMoille; becoming a part of our village. We later ordained him.

He eventually moved on to teach at Westmar College and then later to Chicago where he worked for the
Salvation Army teaching college preparation. Later he and his family lived in Dearborn, Michigan teaching
and pastoring in the Salvation Army. They dedicated a nursery to him there.

His son Jim and wife Judy have been involved with the Salvation Army in Germany for 17 years and
signed over for another three years. Son Steve taught school for 25 years. Daughter Jan and husband
work for the Salvation Army in Kansas City and daughter Debbie and husband for the one in Chicago.



» Marshalltown, lowa, Friday, December 20, 1974 ;

MinisterfeepmpsCmyy
Family Will Be Honored
Y NI
The Congregation of the LaMoille Congregational-
Christian Church wull honor the Leonard Mitchem family
Sunday at open house from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. in the church
parlors. Everyone in the Community who wishes to attend
is welcome, it was pointed
out,
Mrs. Milchem, who
been pastor of ..
the church
since  Decem-
ber, 1953, will
close her work

there  Sunday :
and a Dbasket

/

half where they served with
the Methodist Mission Board,
returning in 1949,

They will move to Havi-
land, Kan., where they have
purchased a home,

The LaMoille church will
vacation Aug. 20 and 27, it
has been announced, and the

has

Rev. Charles Huffman dinner will be Rev. Dwight Garrington of
served in the Marshalltown will be the sup-
church  dining ply pastor through Septer-

ISH Chaplain
Now Member
Of “College’

The Rev. Charles E. Huffman, resident
chaplain at the Jowa Soldiers Home, has
been accepted into membership of “The
College of the Chaplains”, which is a
personal membership of the American
Hospital Association.

One of the goals of the College of the

Chaplains is to assist in the establishment
of chaplaincy services in all health care
institutions; be an adwocate for the
inclusion of spiritual dimensions in heal
and illness in health care s
secure, maintain and enhance the support
of churches, interpret to the public the
surposes and needs, and to demonstrate
Christian responsibility  through
education in health care institutions.
" The Rev. Mr. Huffman has initiated the
Associate Chaplains program at the ISH
involving the local and county churches,
which meets the goal of securing,
maintaining and enhancing the support of
churches for health and welfare
institutions.

Tentative plans are being made for a
spring meeting of Institutional Chaplains
and Ministers April 2, 1975, at t;?e‘lislx)iy
The proposed program was initi
the Marshall County Ministerial Alliance,
Sept. 12.

Among the duties is to be on call, on a

rotating schedule, when necessary for the
ISH resident chaplain to be out of the
area, with the program on a volunteer
basis; orientation by the resident
chaplain as to the residents of the ISH
who are seriously ill and to introduce the
associate chaplain to residents needing
spiritual counseling when the associate
chaplain is on duty.

A certificate of appreciation is to be

Avernwdad 4o aL L

er.

room followingMrs. Mitchem |p
the service,

Immediately preceding her
pastorate at LaMoille, Mrs.
Mitchem served the Hart-
land church from November,
1952, continuing through Au-
gust, 1955, while also serv-
ing the LaMoille church.

Outstanding work accom- -
plished at the latter church !
has been two remodeling
projects and the organiza-
tion of a Young Married Peo- !
ple’s Class.

Work on the building in-
cludes the remodeling of the
sanctuary followed by a re-
-dedication in 1958, and later
the addition of kitchen and
class room facilities.

Attendance at Sunday
School and church was dou-
bled, 31 new members have
been added bringing the
membership to about 110 and
she has officiated at eight
weddings and 46 baptisms, i
Also, the junior intermediate
and senior Pilgrim F ellowship
groups have been re-organ-
ized,

The Mitchems were in
Portuguese East Africa and
South Africa for a year and a

A certificate of appreciation is to be
awarded to the associate chaplain for the
volunteer work given to the ISH at the
meeting of the Marshall County
Ministerial Association in May 1975.

The Rev. Mr. Huffman came to the
ISH, May 1, replacing the Rev. Lester
Proctor, Clemons, who retired. He came
from Davenport where he had resided for
the past two years and been an interim
pastor for several churches inthe area.



Ed White- Milton E. “Ed” White is married to Patricia (Pat) and they have three adult children: David,
Kathryn, and Timothy, and three grandchildren: Andrew Corbman, Rebecca Corbman, and Julia White.

Ed received his formal education in Iowa, graduating from Coe College and Drake University with
additional graduate work at Trinity Theological Seminary in Newburg, Indiana.

He was ordained into the ministry of Jesus Christ on June 1, 1973, at the LaMoille Congregational
Community Church, LaMoille, Iowa.

Since leaving the LaMoille Congregational Community church, Ed has served the following churches:
1973-1975, “The McGee Road Independent Methodist Church,” Montgomery, Alabama; 1975-1987,
“The Mt. Olive Congregational Christian Church,” Tallahassee, Alabama; 1987 - present, “The Congrega-
tional Church of Sun City,” Sun City, Arizona.

Ed is one of the founding members of the “Southwest Inter-Mountain Association of Congregational
Christian Churches and Ministers,” (known as SWIM), comprised of 12 member congregational churches.
He was its second moderator, and continues to serve on the board of directors.

He is a past chairman of the N.A.C.C.C., (Congregational Church Development Division.) In the secular
world, Ed is a “Certified Professional Counselor,” among the clergy in the West Valley of Phoenix, officially
certified by the “Board of Behavioral Heath Examiners” of Arizona.

Ed is a veteran of the United States Air Force, having retired after serving 20 years and 4 months, with
the rank of Lt. Colonel.

In his recreational moments, he plays trombone in several musical organizations and euphonium in the
Sun City Concert Band, along with his wife, Pat, who plays the clarinet. :

Charles Huffman (1974-1977) The Reverend Charles Huffman served as the resident chaplain at the
Iowa Soldiers Home while serving as the pastor at LaMoille. Huffman, a native of Adel, moved with his
family to Marshalltown in 1936, graduating from the local high school in 1937. Most of Rev. Huffman’s
ministry was in the Davenport area and in 1970, while serving in the ministry in Kansas, he became critically
ill. Hisillness, first thought to be cancer, was finally diagnosed as deratomalysis. In 1973, learning to live
with this handicap, Rev. Huffman accepted a full time chaplaincy at the lowa Veteran’s Home. Huffman
received several honors for his community involvement with the handicapped.

The Rev. Huffiman was instrumental in involving the local and county churches with Iowa Veteran’s
Home. His leadership encouraged many LaMoille church members to participate in volunteer activities at
the Veteran’s Home.

Harlan Nuss - (1996 - present) Harlan Nuss started pastoring at LaMoille in the fall of 1996. His first
professional training is in the area of Music Education. He has earned Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees
from Drake University in Des Moines. He has taught in the public schools of Iowa, 15 years at
Marshalltown Community College, and is presently an Adjunct Professor at Buena Vista University. Heis
continuing his education at Trinity Seminary in pursuit of a Master’s of Divinity Degree. Past Nuss has been
involved in church music his entire life, and for 20 years conducted the annual Messiah performance with the
Marshall County Choral Society. Harlan’s wife, Deborah, also is a church musician, and is helping with the
ministry at LaMoille, as well as beginning a ministry ofher own. They have two sons; Jeremy, who is the
music and artistic director of the Main Street Theater in Quakerstown, PA, and Aaron, who is the Associate
Band Director at Linn-Mar High School in Cedar Rapids, IA. Aaron is married, and his wife Stephanie
also is a band director.
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David C. Benson Will
Be Ordained Safurdoy

LAMOILLE — Dav1dC Benson, a
LaMoille area native, will be
ordained in a service at 7 p.m.
Saturday at the LaMoille Commun-
ity Congregational Church.

David Charles Benson is the son of
.the late Charles. Benson and Isla
Benson Reece, now of Boaneville,
Mo. He was graduated from West
Marshall High School at State Center
in 1973 and earned his BS degree
from Iowa State University, Ames,
in 1977.

He then entered the Peace Corps
and served in Belize, in Central
America, from March 1978 until
May, 1981. After his Peace Corps
service, he entered Gordon-Conwell
School of Theology in South Hamil-
ton, Mass. and received his master
of theology there this year.

He served as a student minister at
Mystic Side Congregational Church
at Everett, Mass.

His wife Leigh, from Massachus-
setts, is a surgical technician.

Taking part in the ordination ser-
vice will be the Rev: Leonard Bergs-
trom, pastor of the LaMoille Church,
the Rev. and Mrs. Dwight Garring-
ton, formerly of the LaMoille
Church; the Rev. and Mrs. Doug
Hasty, Bison, Kan., school friends of
Benson; Mr. and Mrs. Victor
Harms, Omaha, who were missiona-
ries in Belize; the Rev. Clifford
Bollenbacher, North Lima, Ohio,
also a missionary in Belize, and Mr.
and Mrs. Darrell Brickel, Hanson,
Mass., also in the Peace Corps.

Others here for the occasion are
Bob and Isla Reece and Leigh Ben-
son’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Franklin

Torney, South- Weymouth, Mass.

As a youth, David Benson was an
active member of the LaMoille
Church.

The public is invited to the ordina-
tion service. A reception for David
and Leigh Benson will follow the
service.

David C. Benson

Bryant.
Presentation of the Bible was

given by David’s mother, Mrs. Isla
Reece, of Booneville, MO, and also
Mrs. Grace Emerson. - Another
hymn was sung and David then gave
the benediction.

A reception was given in David
and Leigh’s honor by ladies of the
church following the ceremony.
Approximately 200 friends and
relatives were on hand for the
special event.

Rev. David C. Benson is now
at the Congregational Church
in Hayward, Wisconsin where
he has served since July 16,
1986. He and wife Leigh have
three children: Sara, Joel, and

~ Jonathon.

LaMoille Church ordains

David Benson

Wednesday, August 81, 1985
Btats Center, IA B0O247

LaMoille — The ordination
service of David Charles Benson,
farmerly of LaMoille, was held
Saturday evening at the LaMoille
Congregational Community Church.

After an organ-piano prelude
by Shar Fricke and Marian Goecke,
the Reverend Bergstrom of the
LaMoille Church welcomed
everyone and a hymn was sung.
Victor Harms, Omaha, who along
with his wife was a missionary in
Belize with David, gave the call to
worship.

The Reverend Douglas Hasty,
Bison, KS, who was a schocl friend
of David's gave the invocation. The
village choir then sang an anthem,
“My Tribute.”

After the message, chairman of

the church board, Cliff Bilman gave
a statement by the church, followed
by layman, Ed Rozendaal. The
Rev. Bergstrom led the taking of
vows by David and his wife Leigh,
followed by an ordination prayer by
all representatives of the ordaining
congregation.

The Reverend Bergstrom gave
the declaration of ordination with
the right hand of fellowship by all
ordained ministers presept. The
Reverend Clifford Bollenbacker,
North Lima, OH, also a former
missionary to Belize, gave the
charges to the minister and to the
church, and his wife Laurabel gave
the charge to David’s co-worker, his
wife Leigh. The charge as a ‘tamily
was given by Mr. and Mrs. Chauncy



Christian Endeavor Play

at LaMoille Community Chruch in the 1920’s
Bemice Bissett, Ellen Noid, Pearl Woodard, Hilda
Johnson, Luella Melberg, Marvel Ankrum, Eleanor
Dunlap, Edith Melberg, Louise Bohnsack, Susie
Benson, Frances Mayo, Alpha Tuttle, Ben Noid,
Wilbur Benson, Meirs, Meirs, Ethel
Dunlap, Mabel Nelson, Ethel Benson, Jennie Noid

LaMoille Church Sunday School Class - 1939
Front Row: Elmer Benson, Verne Poole, Marian Wills, Neil Graves

Back Row: Bob Lahr, Mrs. Minnie (Ral
, . ph) Landon (teacher), Charl
Charles Johnson, Herbert Wyatt, Bill Meeker ‘ ’ ories Benson,



LaMoille Church
Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavors -
and Today’s Youth Group

On Saturday evening, Sept. 17, 1892, a meeting was called by Rev.W. Scott to organize a society of
young people called Christian Endeavors of LaMoille.

They would meet on Saturday eve-
nings at 8:00 for weekly prayer meetings.
They had active members and associate
members. Membership grew steadily
from 20 to 40 by December.

WHATEVER HE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE ME DO:
RAY AND TO READ THE BIBLE EVERY DAY, AND
 ESPECIALLY BY ATTENDING ALLHER REGU"
£5S PREVENTED BY SOME REASON WHICH |

A prayer led dff the evening with L LA L T
plenty of singing. The Lord’s Prayer was o)
recited often. There was always a leader
in some topic and everyone was encour-
aged to take part in the discussions.

a0 B ES, T0 BE PRESENT AT AND TO TAKE SOME PART, ASIDE
. \] ni.st.‘;: :\Efgvl g«::#:v? ENDEAVOR PRAYER MEETING, UNLESS HINDERED BY SOME
REASON: WHICH | CAN CONSCIENTIOUSLY GIVE TO MY LORD AND MASTER. IFOBLIGED TO BE
ABSENT FROM THE MONTHLY CONSECRATION MEETING OF THE SOCIETY, | WILL,IF POSSIBLE.SEND AT
SE OF SCRIPTURE TO BE READ IN RESPONSE TO MY NAME AT THE llO_l.&:CALL~ o

The Christian Endeavor Pledge

There was some type of social every
two weeks by the young people or ladies aid. These were such things as a candy social, weiner roast, dime
package social, oyster supper, maple sugar festival, apron social, chicken pie supper, ice cream social,
harvest supper, New England social, hard time, moon lite picnic, etc. The group helped pay for electric
lights, the preacher’s salary, church repair, missions, 16 cent song books, delegates to the national conven-
tion, and in defraying other expenses. Attendance grew to 100 by April 1897.

In December 1986, they were going to send money to the Armenians but the address was lost so they
sent flowers in honor of Andrew Hart who was mur-
dered one morning. Andrew was very active; an officer
and led quite a few religious meetings.

‘ Membership dropped off'in 1889-1900 as people

and to strive in every possible way to promote total | were getting older, etc. They reorganized in 1912. In

;f::;‘:“” for the individual and probibition for the State and' | g9 (1o song, “’Church in the Wildwood” became the
national endeavor song. It was sung at every meeting,

Name : e

" Date ‘% * - -94'; The group changed their name in later years to Pilgrim

Fellowship or “PF”, LaMoille Pioneer Club, and later to
the LaMoille Youth Group, but was still active. Enter-
tainment included bowling parties, pizza parties, all night sleep-ins at the church, movies, and ball games.
They also helped the community when needed by doing such things as ushering and passing out programs.

Temperance Pledge

The youth group today is responsible for Easter morning sunrise services followed by the Women’s
Fellowship breakfast. They help with keeping the church grounds fit, serve as ushers, help with Bible
School, help with the Easter Egg Hunt, sell rolls at the God’s Portion Sale, pass out treats at the Christmas
Eve Program, and help make gifts for Christmas giving. Things they do for entertainment include scavenger
hunts, taffy pulls, hay rides, box socials, lock-ins, game nights, and caroling. Sometimes they raise money to
go on short trips for roller skating, bowling, canoeing, camping, swimming, concerts and youth rallies.



LaMoille Church - Ladies’ Aid/Women’s Fellowship

The women of the church can’t be praised enough. They have always been very active in taking control
and helping in areas that they could help with.

It’s been mentioned that the women took care of the church parsonage after the purchase of it. With the
help of some of the men, they eventually sold it, as tax laws had changed and part time ministers seemed to
become more popular.

The women handled Bible School throughout the years. Bible School lasted two weeks for many years.
It was later dropped to one week, then two days, and in more recent years, to one overnight lock-in. The
women have always been very active in implementing the Bible School program.

In the early years of 1890-1920, there were socials every two weeks. The women worked very hard in
planning and organizing these events.

There used to be plays presented in the back of the church. The pews were turned around for the
people to see. In later years, the plays were presented on the new stage in front of the church.

Women assisted with lunches and refreshments being served at many local farm sales, at the Marshall
County Home, and at schools. In 1960, the women helped at the John Deere National Plowing Matches
held at Ottilie Seed Farms north of Marshalltown, at the International Pancake Days, and by serving special
dinners for working men. In 1962, they helped at the Geddes family harvest and work days. The women
could also be found at the Iowa Soldier’s Home pushing residents on wheelchairs to meals and programs.

The women were responsible for the ordering of special decorative plates for anniversaries and other
special events.

Many times the women have donated generously with things like candy for Easter Egg Hunts, treats for
the Christmas Eve program, etc.

Their generosity and willingness to give of their time and energy has contributed greatly to the LaMoille
Church and the surrounding area.
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Memorial Gifts to the LaMoille Congregational Community Church

Brick church marker which included the LaMoille
School bell and the cornertone of the school

Carillon

Sound System

Family Room

Choir Robes
Cassette Storage Case .
Brass Cross & Candlesticks

Silver Coffee Service
Waurlitzer Piano
Organ

Brass Flower Vases

Brass Bible Stand

Altar Bible

Sallsmans “Head of Christ”
DeVincis “The Lord’s Supper”

Pews

Brass Offering Plates

Large Brass Cross

Pulpit Chairs

Office Bookcase

Brass Candleabra

Baptismal Fount

Baptismal Bowl

Sellsman’s “Head of Christ”
Piano Light

Silver Nut Dish

Tablecloth

Silver Tray

Praying Hands

Piano

Pew Bibles

Colored Window

Guest & Memorial Books
Kitchen Clock

Folding Chairs in Family Room
Choir Robes

Office Furniture in Family Room

Kate Benson, Herbert Benson, Charles Benson

Fred Johnson, helen Wilkinson, Doris Fricke, Todd Johnson, Myrtle
Huf¥, Harold Smith, Ella Hauser, Amy Eaton Binder, Evelyn Keen, Oscar
Nelson, Walter Keen, Rachael Eichorn, Hilda Johnson

Mabel Wickersham, Kate Benson, Herbert Benson, Charles Benson,
Mildred Sullivan, Roy Hickman, Fred L. Bissett, Nora Sunkle, Leland
Parsons, Frances Benson, Art Bryngelson, James & Stella Hauser,
Edward A. White, J.B. Nfiller, Genevieve Goecke, William Lester Bissett,
Joseph Echer

Margaret Hall, Avis Eichorn, Edward A. White, Jemima Smith, Wadells,
Jospehine Tomlinson, Earle E. Lane Lloyd & Lena Buck, Lottie
Renbarger, Lettie Butler, Edna Brocicman, Vlasta Plavets Henderson, W.
Dale Bryant, Herbert Benson, Evelyn Hilleman, Myron & Nina Plummer
Susan Benson

Wilbur Benson

Montgomery Willis, Auﬁust Hilleman, Anna Erickson, Mr. & Mrs. Hans
Erickson, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kimbail, Mr. & Mrs. Jessie Wadell, Mrs.
Charles Smith

Delia A. Bissett

Mabel Nelson

James O. Bissett, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Echer, Nina Plummer, Helen
Wilkinson, Thomas Emerson, Herman Jentzen, Georgia Plavets

Emma Mayo

Betty Taft

Ellen Woodard, Mr. & Mrs. G.A. DeButts
August Hilleman

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Benson

Joe Melberg, Myron Plummer, William Mayo, Orma Keen, Mr. & Mrs.
Arthur Mitchem

Mabel Lively

Floyd & Esther Biliman
Thomas Emerson, Merle Huff
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur E. Mitchem
Margeret Geddes

Donald Geddes

Raymond Bryant

Alice Hauser Haskell

Jessie Hauser Hovey

Margaret Geddes

Emma Mayo

The Joston Family

Todd Johnson

Hattie Benson Lane, Monty Willia
Robert Rider

Verna Ingledue

Mrs. Olive Byerly

Mrs. Hugh Davis

Cecil Hauser

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Goecke

Cecil Hauser, Floyd Billman, George Bohnsack, Rachael Eichorn, Donald
Tuttle, Walter & Evelyn Keen
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The pageant produced last year met with
such wonderful approval of everyone that it
was decided to again put on a similar event.
This time “The Striking of America’s Hour”
was chosen. The original date was set for
June 26th, but due to rain was postponed until
July 2nd. The story dealt with Christian Lib-
erty and was very vividly presented by an elab-
orate cast of 400 members under the direction
of Rev. Milton White of Lamoille. Actually 25
churches were represented in the cast, show-
ing the most outstanding spirit of inter-denom-
inational cooperation. It was acclaimed by over
8,000 spectators” as the most beautiful re-
ligious drama ever produced in the state.

The lesson, dramatically pointed out in
the story, was that Christian Liberty can only
be had and perpetuated thru the acceptauce
of the Cross of Christ. Again a sermon was
given by means of a bageant which was so
gripping and factual that it was worth all of
the efforts put into its presentation. The par-
ticipants voiced the very beneficial effect it
had on them in helping present the story, and
likewise, those who saw it were deeply im-
pressed by its strong religious intensity.

© i i b L e



Thousands View Pageant |

Held at Franklin Field

Acceptance of the Cross of Christ Stressed as
Way to Christian Liberty—Responsibility
Placed on America.

DECIDING TO CO-OPERATE with the Marshall Copnty
Council of Christian Education the weather man offered
1 perfect moonlight night Sunday for the production of the:
innual county chirch and bible school day pageant, “The’
after having caused postpone-
arent by rain a week ago. The gigantic pageant was presented
il Franklin field by vepresentatives of 52 county churches

1

Striking of ‘America’s Hour,

before an audience of between 7,000 '

and 8,000, according to W. D.
Curry, chairman of
who based his estimation
count taken at the gate.

Dramatic in its story, the pro-
duction brought to central lowa the
idea that christian liberty can he
reached only by accepting the
cross of Christ.

It presented a picture of the op-
portunities which ‘great empires
have had in the past and have lost
because of their rejection of the
Savior. [Each of these nations was
brought before the Spirit of
Brotherhood, the Spirit of Justice
and the Spirit of Liberty. Each
jwas tried and found wanting.

America's Opportunity,

After America was called forth
“to make a spectacular entry thru an
isle ‘of +handmaidens, she told of
her commercial wealth, lands, huge
ébuildings and working opportuni-
»
)
1

the council,
on a

ties. The heathen nations of the
world appeared to shiow America’s
tremendous opportunity
with these people.

Towards the close of the pageant
the Spirit of Liberty was pictured
yas a phantom that lures men across
the seas o America. In a striking
scene she ‘told that the way to
Christian Liberty can be reached
only by accepting the Cross.

The grand finale with the entire
cast of 400 on the stage arms up-
lifted to the large illuminated cross,
tlosed the pageant, which was
under the direction of Rev. Milton
White of Lamoille.

Main characters were plaved by
John  Howard, the Spirit of
Brotherhonod; Mrs. C. H. Brimhall
ot State Center, the Spirit of Lib-
erty; Mrs. Howard Alexander, the
Spirtt of Justice, and Miss Del.ome
Laird, America.

to work

\

Musical Background.

An appropriate musical

rnished by
round was furms Y
ghoir directed by Chg\{un} ey
of Lamoille and Miss
Graham of Marshalljown, .

hack-
a large
Bryant

Marie
and  an

Marshagifoon. . L P
ordiéstia under the’ direction ol
‘Mr. Bryant. .

‘MThe )\rarious chnr._c.he.s 0[1\:‘:
‘county. which contiibuted ¢ )

‘acters for the cast off “-‘? paAgeant,“
{also furnished the mus‘l.ual:.\ s
i Attractive lighting ianangem[rgq.\
Hilluminated the lmge,stag? W "~(6-:
"was draped in neutral tones to pro-.

vide a suitable background llo‘r
colorful costumes of tl??“(, ml)—
acters. The lighted cross ap-,

peared brilliant against a \ddllll::.‘l
velvet hackground, at the righest
point at the rear of the st:{gfl. "
Thousands already had gc\l‘l’ell, L-
at the field before the Towa %\62‘;
tion Army Festival Banll ob & :
Moines gave its scheduled (Ef)l}lél
from the stage, beginning atn
o'clock, Others came \’\’hll'fl: '11<=]
band was playing and neas y":l'l
joined in the mass song i?stn\a
preceding the presentation of the
hageant
ge‘?\jamixl J. Trickey.

Ly

and the prayer bv}' Rev.l

l
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Ladies' Ald
The next regular Aid meeting will no held
at the home of Mrs,Luthor Randall,Assist-
ing hostosses will be Mrs.,L.Tuttle and

AND

- ' -
J HAT
Tho Anniversary Envelops
The board fclt that the hest way to defray

the oxpenses of the anniversary would be
to roceive an anniversary offering on the

Nrs,B,C.Wickorsham At the recent Ald moet{Sunday that the anniversary is to be cel-

ing at Johnsons,plans were made to have a
dressed chicken and bake sale,Saturday,
October 23rd in MARSHALLTOWN,
4 Xind Statement

The following statement was handed your
pastor,to be published in this paper:
"In the recent resignation of Rev, Young-
dahl,the La Moille Comrmnity Church feels
deeply the loss sustained.Altho very
sorry te sever a relationship which has
been both pleasant and profitable,we exte
to himself and fathily prayers and best
wishes as he enters a larger field of
service in the Master's vineyard,"

Thanks so much for that kind statemont,I
surely have enjoyod my work at La Moille
and only only hope is that God might have
used me to bring to someone a clearer
vision of the way &f Bternal Life,
: The Anniversary Tea

Kindly notice the announcement poertaining
to this tea ¥#o be held Saturday afternoon
November 6th,from 2 to 4 P,M.at the churc
You are invited and urged to attend, It
will mnke a very splendid beginning for
our anniversary festivities,

LOOK|Some facts gbout the church
Intire membership of the church has been
373,That 1s total mumber of people that
have belonged to the church,

On November 1st,1886,6 membors joined,
There are no -charter members living,

The present membership of the church is
61 adults and 20 young people.

Wo are inviting all former members of
the church to come back for the anniver-
sary,and if you cannot be here,kindly
send us a greeting to be read.
Mrs,Caroline Kimball is our oldesy former
menber living,She joined the church in
October,1888,

Mrs,Henry Bohnsack joined the churech in
October 1888,

Mrs,J,D.,Blssett joined the church in
December 1893,

Mr,John Ruff joined the church in
Tebrgary 1896,

These last three mentioned people are
writing the history of the chyrch wiich
will be read at the afternoon service,

hd

ebrated, You will find an envelope enclosed
in this letter,That is to be brought in
and placed in the offering plate at any
one of the service Sunday,November 7th,The
board also aslks that a special gift be
glven this day in this envelopc that enoush
might be gained to also pay for the expensp
of painting the church,Make your gift a
liberal one and then we shall have enough
to pay for all the expenses, '
No service Sunday Oct.31st
Because of the fact that we will have three
services on Sunday,November 7th,there will
be no worship service on October 3lst which
is next Sunday.Sunday School and the Bible
Classes will be held as usual at 10 A M, op
this Sunday,however, ‘
Bveryons enthused}
Phat'!s our motto for the Anniversary,Everyy
one should be so enthused about our plans
that they should be willing to moke o sup-
rome effort to influence their friends te

L cone to our special sorvices,We have n

voery attractive program.Flease do your part
in making this celebration the finest one '
ever conducted in the La Moille Church,

Anniversary Booklets
Anniversary booklets are being printed with
the progroms of the services and a brief
history of the church,and the names of the
former pastors of the church,Thess will be
be on sale at a nominal price by the nembefs
of the Lodies Ald,They are very attractive

Iwo Former pastors back ’
Wo are very happy that at least two of our
former pastors will be back with us for tui
celebration,We wish to bid Rev,La Bounty
and Rev,Lannholm a most sincere welcomo,Wo
know that your presence among us will nake
the day a happier one for all of us,

Comrmnion Service
Communion service will be celebrated right
after the opening service at 10 A.M.on Sun
day morning,November 7th,All members of the
church should be present to partoke in this
service,We hope to see you there,
The Editor

Miss Hilda Johnson is the general editor
and business manager of this papor,She is
the one who sonds it to youw cach ronth,
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR WILL MEET SUNDAY NIGHT AT 7.‘.‘,.,ALL THE YOUNG PZOPLE OF THE
COMMUNITY ARE INVITED TO THIS MIZTING.REV.YOUNGDAEL WILL GIVE A SHORT TALK, CoME] ! !

FALL SEASON OF ACTIVITY PLANWID FOR TiE LA MOILLE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AT LA MOILIE

BALLY DAY
Bring your Fathers and your Mothers
Bring your Sisters and your Brothers
Bring your Unecles and your Auht

Bring your kiddies and your babies
I'o matter what kind of weather -
——We—will havo a fino time together --
And don't you fail to remember
It's the last Sunday in Septemb ‘3‘
O oe 0 X 0 (X 0 . (X Q}
R ally for service,

g & ¢
Bring your Grandnas and your Grandmas
Bring your fridnds- and your mneighbors

® »
"

A ttendance of every Sunday School member

L argest attondance of visitors
L asting improessions made
¥ ou are included,

D elightful program
A t all the services
Y ou must not miss,
[ A AR RN 0 [ RN NN ]
Keep your mind upon the date
RALLY DAY
Let no slothful one be late
RALLY DAY
As we : want a rocord clear
You should come from far and near
Friends and parents should appear
ON RALLY DAY!

Lend a hand and help »
RALLY DAY
Make your influence felt -
RALLY DAY
Ask your parents to come out
And seec what it is all about
RALLY DAY,
WAk ok Rk kR .
"I love Thy Church,0 God N
Her walls before Thee stand
Dear af the apple of Thine oye
And graven on Hand, "
-=-00000 - - :
If you know of anyone who des:;res to

9e

Qe

unite with the La Moille Church,please
glve their names to Rev,Youngdshl,He will.

be happy to cgll on them}

Plans include a special Rally Day

gSunday and the 50th Anniversary
s aa 8 4
g Y?l%h the slmer season over,plans nre
being made for a fall of activity in the
La Moille Congregational Church,Spccial
announcenient of the 50th Anniversary
plans will be found on the second shect
of this paper. '

1 Rally Day Sunday will be

:celabnate doy,September 26th,We afe

hoping for a capacity audience at this

serviece,Morning worship will be held at
10 AM,in charge of Rev,Youngdahl,Follow-

ing this serv1ce,the Beginners,Primary,

Junior,and Intermediate departments of
the Sunday School will put on a short de
monstration of some of their work,Please
be in church and Sunday School this day,

On Sunday,October 3rd,the morning
worship at 10 A.M.will be in charge of
Rev, S, B, Engstrom of Des loines,Iown.Rev,
Engstrom was the rally speaker at the
Central Iows Fair last yecar and is rec-

ognized as one of the outstanding pul-
pit orators in the Staté of Iowa.It is
hoped that a large audience will greot
him at this service,
. The Sunday School attendance is in-
creo.:ing cach Sunday but it should be a

A tore ﬁ:an it has been,Please be

foguldt in autendingr Sunday School,

We are happy to have the La Moille
Teachers worship with us again,We welcore
them to the comtminity and to tho La ioill -
Church and its activities,
.00.'."..OOOOCOCOQOOOQ.‘...l.hl..'.llli‘l
. ¥ . & CHRISTIAN IS =r---

E ey ¥ A MITD

Through vhich Christ thinks
A HZART

Throuzh which Carist loves
A VOICE

Through wiiich Christ speaks
A HAND

Through which Christ helps

0




THE FIFTIZTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LA MOILLE CHURCH TO BE HELD ON SUWDAY » NOVEMBIR 7TH

AN ANNIVERSARY POEM CONTRIBUTED
BY MRS.J.L.ROUNDY OF -
MC ALLEN, TEXAS
080G *v 00000 enes0ntsrsraned
Thers is'a little church on La Moille hill
Built fifty years ago and it stands there
still,
It vas in the year 1887
Twas built with its steepls pointing
towards heaven,
And telling all in the community around
To come and worship for the Lord was
found,
They had met in a school house for Sunday
School,
And had preaching okcasionally as a rule,
Then the Reverand Martin did organize
And they erectecd this building tho small
in size, _
It was left unfinished for several years
Until an accident happend that caused
many tears,.
For the Janitor preparing for the sorvice
: ‘one night
Caused gn explosion as gas was then used
for light,
There was no service on that night to be
For it was put out of commigsion then
you see,
While the membership of the church con-
tinued to grow, -
Where it will stop none of us aver will

know,

The church has been finisghed with a base~ |

ment nice, :
And the Ladies Aid knows all the cos
' price,
For they have toiled unceasingly year
after year

And give all an opportunity to help ardup&

near,

So I for a few years with my little mite

Did what I copld to keep things going
right,

And with joys and sorrows that come to us
all, o

Say congratulations for the golden anni-

versary this fall,

Many dear ones of course are now gone en

To obtain their reward that was here
begun,

To me it will ever seem like home

Yhen a trip up North and to Iowa come,

Though time brings changes and strange

faces I seo
It indicates largely what God's Church

should be ‘

Special services to be held that day
‘ . \
in the morning,afternoon,& evening,

The La loille Congregational Church
will hold special services on November
7th when the 50th Anniversary of the
Church will be celebrated,Plans have been

formlated to make this a red letter
day in the history of the church.This
early announcement is made in order tiot
you readers may pass on this word to
your friends and to other people who
have lived in La Moille and who might o
interested in returning for tjpis celebm -
tion.If every member of the church would

write to those_they know-who weed -to-iive -~

in La Moille,the comitteos would be
greatly assisted in getting as good a
crowd as possible at these services,
Several cormittees have been appointe d
that are working with the pastor,Rev,R;
K,Youngdahl,They are as follows:History,
Mr,John Huff,Mrs.Henry Bohnsack,and Mrs,
J.0.BissettsPublicity,Mrs,D. ¥V, Mc,Clean,
Mrs,¥red Bonson,and Hilda M,Johnson,

" The tentative program for these fes-
tivities is as followss

10 AM, Special morning worship with
the sermon by Rev,R,K,Youngdahl|Special
music by the La Moille Choir,directed
by Mr,Bryant, ;

10:¢45 A M, Sunday School ani Bible
Classes, S

.Noon - Fellowship dinner in the churd
sponsored by the La Moille Ladies Aid,

3 P.M, - Yostive Anniversary Service
with as many former pastors as possible
participating in the sorvice,$pecial
msic by an outside choir,
6 PJM, - Lunch served by the
Ladies Aid,

" 8 P,M. ~ Concert given by the La Moill e
Choir under the direction of Mr,Bryant,
PLEASE RESERVE SUNDAY NOVIMBIR 7TH FOR

La Moills .

| YOUR CHURCH AND FLAN TO SPZUD THE DAY IN

LA MOILLE AT THIS EISTORIC CELEBRATION!

...‘.....’.‘..C.....’.'.'.l‘..."...".".a

LA MOILLE NEWS -~ Publishod in the interest
of La Moille Congregational Church,Hilda
Johnson,Business Manasor and Editor,

.‘...'.....'.’.Q.".Q......'..I...'.0.!....

. 00X -~ CONTINUED
And wishing Joy and happiness to those
. carrying on,
With success for the next fifty years
to come,



To Sponsor “Harvest Home” Program |
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LAMOILLE COMMUNITY CHURCH.

Lamoille — (Special) — A spe-
cial “Harvest Home" program,
sponsored by the Lamoille Com-
munity church, will be held Wed-

nesday and wiil start at 10:30 a.
m., when the Lamoille consol-
idated school band of 20 pieces
presents a program directed by
“Cap” Crawford of Waterloo.
Numbers to appear on the pro-
gram include “The Star Spangled
Banner,” “America,” “Organ Mel-
ody,” “Song of the Rose,” “Village
Chapel” and “The Promotion
March.” Flute solos will be pre-
sented by Ellen Zeisness and Vir-
ginia Goecke. A baritone solo will
be given by Margery Wills. School
will be dismissed at noon for the
occasion.

The service of Thanksgiving will
be held at 11:15 a. m., when Rev.
R. J. Montgomery of Grinnell,
superintendent of the Congrega-
tional-Christian conference of
Towa, will be present to address
the group. A musical number,
“The Lord Is My Shepherd” will
be sung by a girl's quartet, com-
posed of Margery Wills, Shirley
Wills, Joan and Jean Olson.

Following a basket dinner, the
afternoon program will open at
1:30 o’clock. Colored moving pic-
tures, taken locally and showing
parts of the “God's Portion”
project will be a feature of the
program fand will be shown by Mrs.

Luella Wills. The girl's quartet
will sing “The Little White
Church on the Hill”, and dedicate
it to the local church.

During the afternoon, reports|
will be given and awards made byl)
Chauncy Bryant, chairman ofj
God’s Portion committee, to the}
oldest participant in the project,
the youngest participant, the larg-
est family present and to the per-
son giving the largest single por-
tion. A short lalk, “What Shall
We Do With the Portion?” will
follow by Wilbur Sharer, after
which Rev. H. N. Solliday, pastor
at Bethel Grove, will report
on the God's Acre program carried -
on there. :

Plans for the new year will be

1 explained by Rev. Mr. Montgom-

ery, Rev. Lewis Savage, pastor of
the Lamoille Community church
and Chauncy Bryant. A trio com-
posed of Mrs. Lewis Savage, Mrs.
Wade Dillavou and Miss Bertha
May Stanley, sisters, will sing,
“Wonderful Grace of Jesus.”

At 3:30 p. m,, Rev. Glenwood L.
Stanley of Kansas City, Mo., pas-
tor of the Community Friends
church there, will give an address
on “Have We Forgotten Some-
thing?” Rev. Mr. Stanley has
served as pastor of a number of
Iowa churches and has held a
number of offices in the Iowa
Yearly meeting of Friends whijle
preaching in Iewa.
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Church Keeps
Village Alive

By SALLY BARKER
T.-R. Staff Writer

To the average community,
the loss of its depot, post office
and school. would constitute a
death blow. ’

Pt to the residents of La-

#lle, a village picturesquely
oitmeted on a hillside seven
miles west of Marshalltown
the loss "of such facilities pre-
serrted a challenge to keep alive
the last mainstay of the com-
munity, its church.

UNDER THE leadership of
the Rev. Miriam Mitchem, an
ordained minister of the Friends
Church, and one of the few
women pastors in the state, the
Congregational Community
Cwerch of LaMoille has grown
odmost to the saturation point.
T Sunday School has already
everflowed into the recently va-
omied teacherage next door.

" “Sparred on by a “do or die”
spirit, members of the congre-
gation decided that the
church needed a face lifting,
at least on the interior, and
through the combined efforts

pect to retire the debt on the
tion services will be Nov. 18

new pews through their “God’
. (T-R. Staff Photo).

of the five organized groups
in the church and the men of
the congregation, renovation
was begun less than two
years ago on the 69 year old
church structure.’ i}
The first debt incurred was
“for the purchase of an electric
organ which was paid for in
less than one year, then in
rapid succession came the in-
stalling of new windows and
limed oak pews, the lowering of
the ceiling into an arch of ac-
coustical material, indirect
fluorescent lighting, complete
redecorating in colors of soft
green and white, a vinyl tile
Blam with aisle and chancel
ewgeting in gray and maroon
&8 new kitchen equipment in
hebasement. :
_.CURRENTLY under con-
struction is & worship center in
the basement being built by the:
young people of the Pilgrim
Fellowship. The velour back-
drop for the altar has been pur-
chased by the “Faithful Follow-
ers,” a group of long-time mem-
bers, and will be installed soon.

N T
With an active membership mittently since.
of 85 jncluding young people gucted by the men O

They are con-
f the

who_ by jeined the church, church. Members and'friends‘;
plas’ about 25 non-resident gonate the goods which are,
menibers, the work was done |ater sold at public auction,

only through the willingness |Mrs. Mitchem explained
} added that in theory, people
‘are to contribute what they

to give time and m

oney of.
all eoncerned. .

She

During the renovation offee] is God's portion of the
the building,. the men of theharvest.

ehurch have used their leisure
Bowrs to paint, pound and saw.
No outside labor wag )
by members. Only the ¢arpet-
ing was laid by a professizmél.

A start in the financimg Wwas
made through a_grant from the
Fisher Foundation, but bake
sales, chicken suppers, ice
cream socials and the men’s,
“God’s Portion” sale providedsu
most of the money. '

TO COMPLETE payment ont
the pews, the 1956 God’s Por-]
tion sale will be Oct, 24. Thej
first such sale was in 1944 and
sales have been held inter-

o

i and plans are

This year’s sale will be
held at the farm of Chauncy
Bryant with Anthony Dunn

 evén the wiring was instzlied . a5 auctioneer. Lunchwill be

gerved by the Women’s Fel-
. lowship. In previous years
the proceeds have ‘been ’us_,ed
for upkeep of the building
uipment. P
agi eI:Tlovl.) 18, dedication ser-
vices will be held alt1 ’%he churgcéx(ji
ker will be enga
e being made for
an jrgan recital.

ASKED ABOUT what re
sparked the activity in
church after the loss of
focal points of interest, Mrs.
Mitchem said she though

Daily Vacation Bible

all

three

"1 the|.
Sel.oot

Of LaMoille Refuses To Die

*® ®

.

COMPLETE RENOVATION OF THE CONGRE GATIONAL Community: Church at LaMoille'
has been accomplished through the efforts of every member of the c{)
s Portion"

ngregation. They ex-
sale Oct. 24. Dedica-

~Fwhich was started two summess

ago showed the importanee ef
keeping the church going. .
“Children from the ngdtby
Hartland Church as well :as
those in the community at-
tend>d the Bible School
eagerly. They in turn inter-
ested their parents who soon
became aware of the church’s

ossibilities,” she pointed gut.
pAnother group that has hean
active in the renovation °£“.w..
church is the young mattied
couple’s organization, .star‘ted
about a year ago. “Pheir—first
course of study was f‘r‘om the
Ford Foundation on Parent-
hood In a Free Nation,” a 51‘1b-7
ject vital enough to whet thev
interests of the young adults of
the community. ‘

More recently a Junior Pil-
grim Fellowship has begn or-
ganized for youngsters in the
and 6th grades.

PS>




Q‘.oni/-
WITH AN AVERAGE at-.
tendance of 55 at the 10:30 wer-
ship service on Sunday and n
average attendance of 70 at the
Sunday School (nationally the
average Protestan{ attendance
is 33%5 per cent — LaMoille
boasts over 80 per cent) the
LaMoille church is neither go-
ing to die nor fade away.
LaMoaille residents feel that
what can be dgpe with a
#eaeh, in all probability, can be
lished with the town it-

—whodgpws -

" LaMoille Ch urch

Names Officers

LAMOILLE — 'The Rev.
Miriam Mitchem was ex-
tended the call again by the
congregation of the LaMoille

_ Congregational Church at its
74th annual meeting Sunday,

‘Trustees  of the church
named w er e
Goecke and Clifford Billman

with  Alva Parsons elected
deacon; Mesdames Myrtle-
Huff, James Benson,  Roy

Carlson and Chorles Benson,
deaconesses; Nirs. Donald
Geddes, clerk: Chauncey Bry--
aqt, church treasurer; Mrs.
Viola  Johnson, * historian,
Charles  Johnson, Sunday
School - superintendent; Rob-
ert Fricke, assistant; Mrs.
Robert  Rempp., Sunday
School secretary, and Ruth’
Bryant, assistant.

|

Raymond |

lch-moille Church

LAMOILLE — Officers of
the Lamoille Congregational
Community Church
elected Sunday following

were

Picks Officers

S

con; Roy Carlson,
and Mrs. Fred Johnson, his-

urer; Charles Johnson, dea-
trustee,

a torian.

basket dinner. Ted Hickman,

.chairman of the board, was|Virgil

lin_ charge.

Elected for the new year
were Mrs. Grace R. Emerson,
clerk; Chauncey Bryant, trea-

LaMaille Church
Elects Officers

Elections were held at the
recent annual meeting of La-
Moille Congregational Com-
munity Church following a
basket dinner.

Officers are Mrs. Grace
Emerson, clerk; Chauncy
Bryant, trBasurer; Ted Hick-
man, deacon; Robert Fricke
and Robert- Wilkinson, - trus-
tees; Mrs. Fred Johnson, his-
torian; Mrs. Tom Speas, Mrs.
Harry Orr, Mrs. Robert Davis
and Mrs. Joan Miller, dea-
conesses; Charles Johnson,
Sunday School superintend-
ent; Mrs. Harold Olson, as-
sistant Sunday School su-
perintendent; Mrs. Robert
Rempp, Sunday School secre-
tary; Patricia Rider, assistant
Sunday School secretary; Ray
Goecke and Wayne Tempel,

ushers; Mrs. Kate Benson,
stewardship and mission
chairman, and Mrs. Luella

Wills, publicity chairman.
Members were appointed
to the following committees:
God’s portion committee -
nominating, progress, music
special music and daily vac
tion bible school. /

- = Ao

‘Deasonesses are Mesdames
Brockman, Howard

Olson, Charles Johnson and

v

Fred Wyatt.

Charles Johnson was nam-
ed superintendent of the Sun-
day: School, James Benson
and; Herbert Johnson are head
ushers, and Robert Fricke,
James Benson, Raymond
:Goecke, Herbert Johnson and

ltCalvin Goecke will serve cn

.

he God’s Portion committee.

2 man

incorporation Arficle

_ Filed With Recorder

Two articles of incorpora-
tion were filed Friday in the

i office of Blanche Campbell,

county recorder.

The LaMoille Congrega-
tional Church filed papers
with duration of the corpora-
tion to be 50 years.

Officer’s will consist of a

' élerk, treasurer and board of| -

trustees composed of five
members, one-third to be
elected at each annual meet-
ing, Listed as trustees are
Roy Carlson, Calvin Goecke,
Ralph Eichorn, Robert Fricke
and Robert Wilkinson,
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Pastor -

Audience

rPastor -

Audience
Pastor -
Audience

Pastor -

Audience

Pastor -

Audience

Rededication Ceremony

"In loving remembrance of those who
have gone out from our community
to serve with the Armed Forces of
our Country.

- "We dedicate this Honor Roll."

"In deep appreciation of the
sacrifices and the sufferings which
confronted them,"

- "We dedicate this Honor Roll."

"In sincere admiration for their
courage and bravery,'

- "We dedicate this Honor Roll,'"

"In deep gratitude for their loyalty
to the principles of liberty,
freedom and democracy,"

- "We dedicate this Honor Roll."

"In sincere humility before Jesus
Christ, the Saviour of the World,
and the Prince of Peace, and with
trust in God,"

-

- "We dedicate this Honor Roll,"

Presentation of Colors - American Legion
Pledge of Allegiance

Invocation - Rev, L.R. Bergstrom
o Lamoille Congregational Church

Introductions - Master of Ceremonies
Wendell Benson, Managing Editor
Times-Republican Newspaper

Guest Speaker - H, Allan MacNaughton
Adjutant, Iowa Veteran's Home

Rededication Ceremony - Wendell Benson
Rev, L.R. Bergstrom
Allene Charlton

Benediction - Rev, L.R. Bergstrom

RS

Rededication Committee -
Mrs, Norman (Mary Jane) Charlton, Chairman
Wendell Benson
Rev, L.R. Bergstrom
Mrs., LaVern (Helen) Landon
Mrs, Terry (Karyol) Haye

Renovation Committee -
Stenciling - Mrs. D.W. (Betty) Cooper
Painting - Mrs, Harley (Marjorie) Leeper
Carpentry - Mr,., Harley Leeper



Ta Moille Gougregational
Commumity Ghurely

| History of the Church

The LaMoille Congregational Church was organized
on October 24, 1886, by the Rev. S. A. Martin. The
church was dedicated on November 6, 1887, or 75 years
ago this coming Tuesday. There were 15 charter mem-
bers. They include the following:

Mr. Thomas Hayne
Mrs. W. G. Hayne
Mrs. Frances Thompson
Mrs. F. J. Hanford
Mrs. H. S. Wolcott

Mrs. E. B, Williams
Mrs. Priscilla Bennett
Mr. James Bennett
Mrs. Mary E. Rogers
Mr. DeWitt Snow

Mrs. Eliza E. Snow
Mrs. Anna B. Flanders
Miss Effie L. Gilbert
Miss Lucy Crary
Mrs. M. B. McIntosh

The membership of the church on the Fiftieth An-
niversary was 61 adults and 20 young people. 373 people
had belonged at various times.

The present membership of the church is 125. 619
people have belonged to the church at various times

thvannah +ha ~aveas e

* 1962

1887 i

Seventy-Fitth Anniversary

of the

LaMoille Congregational

¥

Community Church

LAMOILLE, IO"YA

REV. DWIGHT J. GARRINGTON, PASTOR

Pastors
S. A. Martin . . ... .. 1886 - June
J. W. Scott D e s June 1891 - May
A. L. Dunton August 1895 - October
E. E. Reed Décember 1897 - June
C. H. Oxley September 1901 - June
R. E. House ... . July 1903 - March
S. J. Huffman .. ... May 1904 - April
J. D. Lewis ... April 1906 - September
Mrs. Lucy Carter ... October 1908 - May
E. B. Palmer . .. October 1909 - January

Noel J. Breed September 1911 - September
George LaBounty October 1912 - December
Henry Horton .. ... May 1915 - August
C. V. Landholm TR November 1918 - June
N. F. Hicks T October 1921 - April
E. R. Carey ... .. August 1925 - August
G. I. Farnham Janvary 1927 - September
Mrs. Anna Smith December 1933 - December

B. B. Hoyt January 1935 - November

R. K. Youngdahl March 1936 - December
M. E. White . ... May 1936 - November
F. J. Sager = ... January 1941 - May

May 1942 - May
Oc'tober 1944 - August
December 1947 - September

June 1949 - September

September 1951 - October
December 1953 - August
e September

Lewis B. Savage . ... ...
Z. M. Bressler
Harry Banks
Ralph Galt
Clair A. Hughes
Mrs. Miriam Mitchem
Dwight J. Garrington

1890
1895
1897
1901
1903
1904
1906
1908
1909
1911
1912
1914
1918
1921
1925
1926
1931
1934
1935
1937
1940
1942
1944
1947
1948
1951
1963
1961
1961



Saturday Evening Service

NOVEMBER 3, 1962 — 7:30

HYMN NO. 2—HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
SCRIPTURE LESSON

INVOCATION

INTRODUGTION OF FORMER MINISTERS

JUNIOR CHOIR

50TH ANNIVERSARY
PICTURES OF GOD’S PORTION
BUILDING OF NEW ADDITION

HYMN NO. 346—LIVING FOR CHRIST




Sunday Morning Services

SUNDAY SCHOOL — 9:30
CHURCH — 10:00

* * *
PRELUDE—Mrs. Roy Carlson and Miss Ruth Bryant

PROCESSIONAL—No. 140, The Church’s One Founda-
tion

CALL TO WORSHIP

INVOCATION

HYMN NO. 142—Onward Christian Soldiers
SCRIPTURE—Nehemiah 4:1-6
ANTHEM—LaMoille Choir
ANNOUNCEMENTS |

OFFERTORY

PRAYER HYMN-—No. A86, Dear Lord and Father of
Mankind

PRAYER
SOLO—"“The Lord’s Prayer,” Mr., Beryl Keen

MESSAGE—“Another Day, Another Wall”
Rev. Garrington

HYMN NO. 284—Have Thine Own Way <

BENEDICTION

12:00 NOON—Basket Dinner at the Church

75th Anniversary
Committee

.

MRS. H. E. BENSON, CHAIRMAN
MRS. WALTER KEEN
MRS. ALVA PARSONS
MRS. RAYMOND GOECKE
MR. CHAUNCEY BRYANT

MRS. CHAUNCEY BRYANT

The Rev. Dwight J. Garrington, also, worked
with the committee

+

Anniversary & Dedicatory
-+
Service

SUNDAY AFTERNOON AT 2:00 0’CLOCK
Rev. D. J. Garrington, Presiding

P
PRELUDE—Mrs. Ray Goecke and Miss Jane Bryant
HYMN NO. 50—Great Is Thy Faithfulness
SCRIPTURE LESSON

INVOCATION

SOLO—“Bless This House,” Mrs. Harold Goecke
BURNING OF THE MORTGAGE

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

ADDRESS—"The Uplifted Christ;," Rev. Miriam Mitchem
HISTORY OF THE CHURCH—Mrs. C. F. Wills
GREETINGS—From Former Ministers and Friends

OFFERTORY

BENEDICTION

* ok K

Reception by LaMoille Woman’s Fellowship at 3:30 p.m.

A Congregational church is a company of Christians,
cc;mplete under God in spiritual authority and ecclesias-
tical power, regularly meeting and worshipping together
in one place, and covenanting to walk together after
Christ’s commandments ip love, toward God and neigh-

bors.—Harry R. Butmaﬁf



LaMoille Church Women Prepare
" For Annual God'sPortion Sale

-1t was candy making time
this week at the LaMoille
Community Church in prep-
aration for the annual God's
Portion Sale and Bazaar this
Saturday.

By the middle of the week
25 batches of fudge had been
made, a half gallon of cher-
ries wrapped in fondant and
dipped in chocolate, nearly
300 nut and coconut filled
chocolates orepared as well
as other tasty delicacies in-
cluding peanut brittle, divin-
ity, caramels, mints and pop-
corn balls,

The Woman’s. Fellowship

Division, which will be in
charge of the booths, has
been busy for months making
items to sell. General chair-
man is Mrs. Virgil Brockman.

There will be various kinds
of needlework, including
stuffed animals; baked goods.
potted plants and greenery
for the greenhouse and can-
ned items for the pantry
shop. Many Christmas pieces
will be sold. These will in-
clude candles, centerpieces
and toothpick  Christmas
trees,

Hay, feed, hogs, corn and
other produce will be avail-

able at the auction.

The Pilgrim Fellowship of
the church will have charge
of a fish pond.

Booths will open at 10 a.
m., says Mrs. Brockman; din-
ner served from 11 am, to
12:45 p.m., and the auction
starts at 1 p.m.

The various chairmen are
Mrs. Clifford Billman, dinner;
Mrs, Charles Johnson, pantry;
Mrs. Ted Hickman, bakery;
Mrs. Walter Keen, green-:
house; Mrs. Raymond Goecke,
party shop; Mrs. James Ben-
son, candy; Mrs. Howard Ol-
son, official hostess; Mrs.
Brockman, needlework.

DECORATING AND ARRANGING items to be sold In
the fieedlework and party shop booths at the LaMoille
Community Church God’s Portion Sale and Bazaar to be
held Saturday are Mrs. Virgil Brockman, left, general

thairman, and Mrs. James Benson hanging one of the

Chrl!tmas decorations to be

featured, (T-R Staff Photo)

\

Rov- 19, 1964
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ius ﬂoat'was built by the LaMmlle Conorevatmnal C ommunm Church for the fmnual'
ivial Parade i in‘State Center.. Seated on the float w ere two. ‘oung ladles from
the church Be\ (,oecke on the left. and Lorr‘une Frlcke on thc no hi.
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County Towns ‘Get Involved’ With Bicentennial

s
A MEMORIAL to a veteran from
LaMoille is due to be dedicated soon at
the community’s church. Shown with it
are members of the family of Charles
Benson, whose name the brick mon-

ument bears. They are Isla Benson, his
widow, and sons, Dennis (left). age }8.
and Dave, 21. Erection of the memorial
is a Bicentennial project in LaMoille.
(Staff Photo) :

LaMoille Makes Plans
To Note Bicentennial

July 4 will be the official Bicentermial
Festival in LaMoille, according to a
decision reached Saturday afternoon
when the newly organized LaMoille
Bicentennial Committee met at the
LaMoille Church.

Application has , been made for
LaMoille to be listed as a Bicentennial
Village. Plans were made for projects to
be completed during the year, and
officers-and special committees were
named.

The next meeting is Feb. 28.



TIMES- REPUBLICAN Mamhullfowm lowa, Wednesday., June 16, 1976 '

A’ busy summer of activities and
projects related to the Bicentennial
year is planned by the LaMoille com-
munity through its Bicentennial Com-
mittee, it has been announced by Mrs.
Ray Goecke and Mrs.Isla Benson, co-
chairpersons.

Events start- Sunday evening when
the LaMoille Community Congrega-
tional Church will honor the 1976 high
gthool graduates of the community.
Also on the agenda will be the presenta-
tton of the community’s Bitentennial
Flag.

The Rev. Dwight Garrington, a
former pastor and now education of-
ficer for the Salvation Army’s Officer
Training School, Chicago, will deliver
the . principal address to senior class
members of West Marshall and
Marshalltown High Schools who live in
the LaMoille community. Each:senior
will receive a Bible from the church.

Wendell Benson, chairman .of the
Marshall County Bicentennial Com-
mission and a native of LaMoille, will
present the Flag and Congressional
Scroll designating the community as a
U.8. Bicentennial Village by act of
congress to Mrs. Luella Wills and to
E.C. Wickersham, longtime residents
who will accept in behalf of the com-
munity.

Sunday, May 30, a church service
pattarned after an early-day Memoriaj

A

LaMoille has erected a sign in front of
the church in memory of veteran

bicentennial

County Towns ‘Get Involved’ Wn‘h Bicentennial

brief
Service is scheduled, Mrs. Goecke re-
ported. At 9 am. ‘participants will |
march from the church to Elmwood

Cemetery for a brief memorial service
and dedication of a new American flag

‘and pole given by Emmett Wick-

ersham, cemetery sexton. Wreaths will
be placed on the graves of the 15 war
veterans buried there. , '
On June 27. Lt. Col. Milton :E.(Ed)
White, U.S. Air Force, stationéd at
Montgomery, Ala.,, and a former
LaMoille pastor, will deliver the dedi-
catory address during special com-
memorative sérvices for the new'
church sign given in memory of Charles
Benson and «&Mrs. Kate Benson. -In-
corporated in the memorial are the
LaMoille Consolidated School bell .and
cornerstone and a lighted flagpole." |
LaMoille will celebrate the natigh's
200th birthday July 4 with a Bicenten- -
nial Church Service in charge of the
Rev. Charles Huffman, chaplain, Iowa .
Veterans Home, Marshalltown. At noon
a community picnic featuring
barbecued beef will be held on the
schoolgrounds. At 1 p.m. a special
tolling of the Memorial School bell will
be held to join the national bell tolling
on the exact hour of the s;gn? of the
Declaration of Indepentlence; (iﬁ ‘Years -
before in Philadelphia. There will be
one minute of silent prayer observed, -
Mrs. Goecke said, after which games
will be held for young and old. A
baseball game will cap the day. Resi-
dents are urged to prepare family mem-

~ orabilia for display at the community

picnic.

Mrs. Benson has called for a com-
munitywide cleanup this spring in prep-
aration for the summer’s activities. It is
“hoped that each home will feature red,
. white and blue flower plantings to add

to the festive air. Mrs. Benson asks that
all residents fly the fla%lon Memorial
Day, May 31, Flag Day, June 14, and on
Independence Day,July 4. ‘
Some 21 evergreen trees have been
planted on the church and scheel .
‘ grounds with painting to be done as "# -
- wegther permits, Mrs. Benson re- :%
=< fibrted. R

U

Charles Benson. The sign is made of
brick and stands six feet long, five feet
tall, and is three feet wide. Built into the
sign is the cornerstone and bell from the
old school house. A flagpole also accom-
panies the sign. The structure is com-
pleted and will be dedicated on Sunday,
June 27, after the church service. Sever-
al other projects have also been com-
pleteed. The community has planted 21
new evergreen trees around the Con-
gregational Community Church and
painted the Rider Bmldmg for a town;
jmprovement move which is being car-i*
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County Towns ‘Get Involved’ With Bicentennial

Lt. Col. White To Speak
At Dedication Servicwe‘

Lt. Col. Milton E. White . Montgom-
ery, Ala., will return to the LaMoille
Congregational Church Sunday as guest

. speaker for the dedication services for

the recently constructed church sign.

The sign is a memorial for Kate E.
 Benson and Charles D. Benson.

Col. White's sermon topic will be
“God Bless America.” Service time is
10:30 a.m.

While working toward his advanced
degree from Drake University. Des
Moines. Col. White served as pastor of
the LaMoille Church from 1970 to 1973.
He was ordained into Christian ministry
at the LaMoille Church June 1. 1973.

A graduate of Coe College in 1956, he
entered active duty with the U. S. Air’
Force in 1956.

He has been awarded 10 medals,
including the Bronze Star, the Vietnam-
ese campaign medal with four battle R
stars and the Vietnamese Medal of Lt. Col. Milton E. White.
Honor, first class. ' —_— :

He presently is serving with the
USAF in Montgomery, where he resides |
with his wife, Pat. and three children.

He serves the McGehee Road Methodist
Church in Montgomery.
He plans to retire from the military in
- December.

All are welcome to attend the special

service Sunday.
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DRESSED IN CLOTHING from yesteryear are these LaMoille

Congregational Community Church members as they prepare for their
centennial celebration this Sunday, November 8 at the church. Special
services are planned for the day with Rev. Milton ‘“Ed”” White, a former
pastor of the church, conducting the worship services. Shown from lei¢

are Lois and Chauncey Bryant, Jean Johnson, Greta Benson and Marian
Goecke,

‘LaMoille Church Notes Centénnia/

LAMOILLE — A special Centen-
‘nial Sunday was celebrated at the
LaMoille Congregation Community
Church Sunday. The Rev. Milton (Ed)
White, of the Congregational Church
of Sun City, Ariz. came “home” 10 help
in the celebration, giving the sermon at
Iwo services.
During the regular moming service,
_many members came dressed in
centennial attire. White’s message was
“Behold The Lamb.”

Special music was provided by the
“Alumni Village Choir,” which sang
“Bless This House” with Shar Fricke
directing. Roger Bryant, Marshall-
town, was soloist, Beverly Thomas,
Newton, was organist.

Special recognition was given o
long-time members of the church,
Luella Wills, Viola Johnson and
Frances and Alva Parsons.

Dinner was served Lo the members

and guests, with Dan and Roxanne
Goecke as hosts.

The afternoon service was held at
1:30 p.m., with the Rev. White presid-
ing, with the message “Christian
Unity.” Communion was served. Bob
Fricke gave the welcome. Anne
Goecke spoke on “Bright Hopes for
the Funure, a Reflection of the Past.”

The alumni choir again fumnished
music, singing “Let Us Break Bread
Together” and “Peace.”

Opal House read correspondence. It
was noted guests came {rom Arizona,
Newton, Des Moines, Cedar Rapids,
Marshalltown, State Center, Pella,
Rhodes, Nevada, Melbourne and
Union.

Planning committce members
included Chloris Rempp, Grace Emer-
son, Bob and Velma Rempp, Beverly
and Bruce Thomas and Marian and
Ray Goecke.
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Thanksgiving 1984

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our
heritage; We humbly beseech Thee that we may always prove
ourselves a people mindful of Thy favour and glad todo Thy will.’

Bless our land with honourable industry, sound learning and
pure manners. Save us from violence, discord and confusion; from
pride and arrogancy, and from every evil way. !

Defend our liberty, and fashion into one united people the
multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues.
Endue with the spirit of wisdome those to whorn in Thy Name we

entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and
. peace at nome , and that through obedience to Thy law, we may
show forth Thy praise among the nations of the earth. ’

In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfullness, and
in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in Thee to fail.

- AT
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How fitting....

A popular song of the day
was “We are the World,
We are the Children.”

100TH YEAR — The LaMoille Congregational
: Community Church will celebrate its 100th anniver-
> sary this Sunday, Nov. 8, culminating a year-long
series of centennial observances, included this service
in June that concluded with the congregation joining
hands and completely encircling the church in a
gesture of lasting unity and fellowship. The Rev.
Milton (Ed) White, minister of the Congregational
Church in Sun City, Ariz. will be guest speaker this
Sunday. He was ordained in the LaMoille Church
and served it from 1970-73. The church was orginally

DTS RN [VIRNTIETR -7
a

dedicated Nov. 6, 1887, with 15 charter members. The
original pulpit, minister’s chair and communion
table will be used in this Sunday’s service and there
will be a memorabilia display including an window
with colored glass insets. Longtime members Luella
Wills, Viola Johnson and Francis and Alva Parsons
will be honored. Sunday school will be at 9:30 and the
festive worship at 10:30 a.m. The Alumni Choir will
sing, directed by Shar Fricke. A reception will follow,
then a noon dinner and 1:30 p.m. service with recog-
nition of guests, communion and reminiscing time.

Viola Johnson, left, Luella Wills in costume, and Francis Parsons, right,
at the 1987 Centennial celebration at the LaMoille Church
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History Of The Church

The LaMoille Congregational Community Church was
dedicated November 6, 1887 with fifteen charter members.
The church was constructed for a total cost of $2,044.48!
Since then the physical appearance of the church has
changed through additions and remodeling projects. Many
o the improvements are the result of volunteer work from
the people in the community.

The LaMoille Church is currently a member of the Iowa-
Nebraska branch of the National Association of
Congregational Christian Churches. It is governed by of-
ficers elected by members each year. The congregation has
the final vote on policy and on all other important matters.

Throughout the past one hundred years the people of this
church have gathered for worhsip, seeking guidance and
fellowship. The spirit of gbod neighbors and friends is
revealed through the smiles and friendly greetings during
events at the church. This goodwill feeling continues as
people leave the community and return for visits.

Through this centennial year we honor the fifteen people
who had the foresight and faith to build the church on the hill.
A special thank you to the people who have preserved this
faith and tradition of the LaMoille Congregational Com-
munity Church. And a challenge to the present members to
continue with the spirit and dedication of this community.

Sunday Morning Services

Sunday School —9:30a.m.
Church—10:30a.m.

Qrgan Prelude ““The Lost Chord,” by Arthur Sullivan

““The Pilgrim Chérus,” by Richard Wagner
Organist - Beverly Goecke Thomas

KHetlections

Throughout the centennial year special worsh_ip service!
were held %ach month. The celebrations started in Januar:
and continyed through the year wit!\ the exception of the
service in March cancelled due toa blizzard.

The following is a list of the celebration.themes whic!
represent the traditions and spirit of the LaMoille peop!”

January— Mens Fellowship
February— village Choir
March— Womens Fellowship
April— Memorials
May— Youth, S.S., Pilgrims
Fellowship, VBS
June— Weddings
July— Homecoming
Hands Around the Church
August— - Missions
September— Young Married Couples
October— Church History
November— Centennial Commemoration
December— Challenge to the Future

Scripture - John 1:29 (KJV)

““The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him,
and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh

Pianist - Shar Fricke

Invocation

Processional-No. 547 “‘God of Our Fathers
Trumpet Accompaniment - Brent Hauser

Recognition and Tribute to Long Time Members

Welcome and Announcements

Anthem ‘‘Bless This House”
Alumni Village Choir

Prayer Hymn-No. 550 “Faith of Our Fathers”

Pastoral Prayer - Our Lord’s Prayer

Choir Response

Offertory “Thanks Be to Thee,” by G. F. Handel

Doxology

away the sin of the world.”

Message ‘‘Behold the Lamb”’
. Rev. Milton “Ed” White

Anthem ‘““America the Beautiful”

Alumni Village Choir

Benediction '

QOrgan Response

QOrgan Postlude

A lunch will be served following the service.

Welcome today to Rev. Milton “Ed” White; he was
Pastor at the LaMoille Church 1970 to 1973. Currently he is the

:1zinister of the Congregational Church of Sun City, Sun City,



Congregational Fellowship

Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of them.
Matthew 18:20

We believe in the freedom and responsibility of the individual
soul, and the right of private judgement hold to the

autonomy of the local ,church...We cheri i
Eanomy ¢ d erish the fellowship of

Statement of Faith

Dedication

We dedicate this
lifetime member of t
Church.

As chairman of the cen
many hours in research
year. Thank you, Lojs.

<

booklet to Lois Bissett B
€ ) ryant, a
he LaMoille Congregational Community

tennial committee, she has spent
and planning for this centennial

Centennial Commemoration

Y4 Sunday Afternoon

1:30p.m.
Organ Prelude “Hymn of Thanksgiving”’
Organist - Beverly Goecke Thomas
Pianist - Shar Fricke
Hymn-No. 543 “Come Ve Thankful People, Come”’
Welcome Bob Fricke
Recognition of Guests Present
Bright Hope for the Future,
a Reflection of the Past Ann Goecke
Anthem “Let Us Break Bread Together”’
Alumni Village Choir

Scripture - Psalm 133:1 (KJV)
‘“‘How Good and How Pleasant it Is for Brethren
to Dwell Together in Unity."

Message “Christian Unity”’
Rev. Milton “Ed’”’ White

Communion
Anthem ‘“‘Peace’”’
Alumni Village Choir

Benediction

Reception following the Service
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Congregational Community Church holds 108 years of memories

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

attending in seven classes.
There are about twelve in
the Adult Sunday School.
Classes are scheduled for
9:15 each Sunday except
summer months.  Vacation
Bible school 1s held one
week in June.

Christian Endeavcr, later
named Pilgrnm Fellowship,

row called Pioneger Club,
was started in 1892, uniting
voung people for mission

work,study,socializing,fun,a

na special events. They
meel at irreguiar intervals
for special events such as

pizza parties, concerts, lock-
s. and fund raisers.
Other groups that have

functioned  through the
inciude Women's
Study, Men's Bibie

Study, Prayer Groups, Choir
practice and a young mar-
ried group called LaMoille
Christian Club (LCC's) who
met regularly for parties,
decorating the church for
Christmas, box social din-
ners and athletic competi-
tion. These young members
have contributed much to
the improvements of the
church, offering muscle and
labor for aesthetic satisfac-
tion.

There have been many
changes in the structure of
the building. They include
new windows, flooring, fluo-
rescent lighting, and new
woodwork. In 1921, the
church was raised while a
basement was constructed
and a fumace installed.
There are now 3 aif buming
furnaces in use. Acetylene
iamps were replaced long
ago. The church purchased
several new furnishing in
1837, the 50th anniversary.
items acquired then include
rugs, new pulpit, altar and
velvet baekdrop, gold cross

and candleholders. liv 1954,
a Wourlitzer i oorgan
was adced. Thers were 1o
piancs alrea v addi-
tion was bull 1856, The
sanctuary ceiling was low-

ered at that time, along with

LaMoille Congregational Community Church

new windows
blonde pews. Generous
memorials to deceased
members made much of
this possible Other memori-
als have included the caril-
lon chimes with outside
speakers and sound system
with recorder so that ser-
vices can be taped and
taken to homes of shutins.
One of the most impres-
sive projects of the church is
the God's Portion Sales,

and new

which raise thousands of
dollars each year for church
needs. The event f5 appro-
priately held the Saturday
prior to Thanksgiving. It
includes a craft and bake
sale, dinner, and an auction.
Open to the public. it is a real
group effort. svery member
serves on a commitiee.

A scholarship fund has
been maintained for use by
young persons from the
church who wish to obtain
an education for Christian

service. One tenth of each
months offerings is dis-

mission fields,

-

persed to
home and foreign.

Five ministers have been
ordained in the church. They
include Rev. A.L. Dunton

(1897), Rev. Ralph M. Om:,
(19+9), Rev. Dwight
Garrington  (1967), Rev.
Milton E. White (1673) and
Rev. David C.
Benson(1985). .
The f{ollowing ministers
have served LaMoille
Congregationalists:
CONTINUED
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